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She must have been in her mid-
405, The lines and depressions in har face
testified to @ life that had not been eaty
to live, or comfortable to (e with

Har clothes — non-0escript.
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Merle Hoffman and Geraldine Ferrare, converse af NOW fumdraier i fuly, sh

Heroine of the working class.

Her hands filled with pictures of
blaady images (“Hail Mary, full of grace”).

It was raining lightly, but she had
no peotection . . . &s if in defiance of the
natural elements,

Her Tasth would sheeld her.

She was Mary, protecting Jesus.

She was Joan, tied 10 the stake

She was Waman Protectorn.

e was a single Right-To-Lifer
standing quard in front of CHOICES at
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Choices

Tre= Cpaless Hoall Drganizaion

Frario oy Tom Begke

arkly fefore the Dempenrandic corawnlvom,

(140 am. on a Saturday morning ang
shie would presvail.

B — stopping a young black
wioman, her hand on her shoulder, her
wooca importuning “There is another
way . . - choose life . . . et your baby
lewe . . . don't murder your own chilgl®
The girl, shaken, frightened, pulls away
and walks quickly into CHOMCES. 1o
cuiminate an gready difficult and
Eoriured Qecisom,

contired wn g, 2



rexnlin |mi'_|l'n.-m b !

Mow — 3 mian and 3 wornan
approach. 3he stands squarely s front of
themn, eyes blazing. fingers funoushy
wiorking Ter rosary . . . TYour baby must
fve . . . hoWw Can you MUrder your own
child?"

“Cet out of my way, ladyl | have 3
mre-year-old at home that drives me
Crazy . .. you want to take her?

This remmark serves to sgnite cur
heroine’s passion even further. They
brush kar aside. She moves on. Mow
tugging at anothar woman's sleava, phys-
icalty trying to stop her from entering.

It is timne for this extracrdinary
EXErCISe 10 meet some reality. A
CHOICES staff member dials 91,

A yaung cop, very Irish, gentle yet
knewving, informs the woman that she s
not to physically harass patents. Her
rghits are Hmited to picketing ard verbal
abuse. Her political and refigious passions
are now limited by the law.

The cop turns to tha CHOICES staff
marmiar, “Hey, you should see them tha
way | have . . . the Kids no one
wants . . burned, scalded with Bailing
water. theown out of windows,”

But that reality never touches the
wiiman or the millions like her. the
peope, the women who, lurming towards
the rights of fetuses, turn against their
sisters who carry them.

"There is no conviction without
ation” — Carfysle.

Thesa stirring words apoear on top
of a little pad of note papar in 4 con-
ferance kit An Awstralian prigst iz
speaking to a hushes and difficent
audience. He, too, is a martyr . . . fasting
for 10 days in a public square to ~get in
touch with the helplessness and defenss-
lessniss of the fetus,” A& slide show
begins . . . @ funeral. & small casket,
hundreds of marchers carrying one rose,
tears, speechas, an interment. Mary
Elizapeth . . . posthumously named and
celebrated . . a four-month fatus
rescuad from a garbage can . vctim of
the “abortion Rolocaust.”

| mave throwgh the crowd
slowehy . . . Stoppeng at Dooths, just like
any other canfargnce . _ . oftly Its not,
Another reality, Another waorld, | am a
strangear in 3 strange land. Feoeses in
bottles of formaldehyde. Motmer of pear
pins on lapels. | look closer. I8 s their
logo . . . by feet . . . fekal
feat . . . mother-of-pear| fetal
feat ... $3.00.

Ferninists For Lite engage me in
debate.

Yo, they Charge. are oppressing
wirien. | am likered to Hiter . . . they

call e the Creat Murderess. But — Jesus
loves me. | oo, can b saved.

Woman against worman, but God is
an their side. Therr banner & pure, They
are saving babies. They are saving Amer-
ica from the national s of abastion,

Frivm the halls of this Right-To-Life
comeention to the streets of America —
in front of abortion clinics, through the
media, the press. the white ducks of Fat
Boone — to the White Howse kself; the
mioverment swells and demands answers.

Because the Right-To-Lifers have
not bean able to stop legalized aoortion
— hawa not gotten constitutonal o
legislative chandge — they have taken
rratters into thear oaem Rands — oul into
the streets, The Clinic Defensa Project
has compiled statistics:

= The total number of reparted
incidents at abortion climecs in this coun-
try — including picketings, harassments
and violence — rase from 39 in 1582 1o
123 in 1583, As of March 8, 1984, 59
incidents nad dready Deen recorded,

+ Beween 1982 and 1384, esti-
mated coat of damage done by arson o
clinics was well over 51 million.

« Besides tresspassing. groups ara
staging mock scenes mowaiting areas,
such as a mother insisting that her
daughtber have an abartion whike tha
daughter pleads and protests against it.

And in Mirginia. early one February
marning. seven pipe bombs explode at
the Hilicrest Clinic, which had already
been sariously damaged by fire in 1983;
in Dowver, Delaware in Jaruary, arson
damages the Reproductive Cara Center;
in Prince Gaorge County, DC: bombing
chases the dinic temporarily with
580000 worth of damage: in Florida,
e clinics are riddled with bullets_ Evy-
erywhere violenoe, intimidation. Picketing
outside thie homes of physicians and staff;
autamobiles smashed and defaced: clirme
staffs afraid to open the mail because of
the potential threat of ketter bombs;
Right-Ta-Lifers with cameras outside
dinics, snapping pictures of all who enter;
taking the numbers of license plates;
following cars into dinic parking kots,
pouncing on the women as they open
doors, brandishing pictures of ooy
fetuses | . . and they call it “sdewalk
counseling.”

The Right-To-Life movarment trees
to make the ward “choice” a waord of
shame: choice means “death”™ | chokte
means “murder” . . . choice is all evil
rolled into a word. Thair Kaflaesgue
rhetoric tries to obscura the reality; no
one wanks an abortson. CHOICES con-
ducted a nationally reported survey of
200 women to ascertain their reasons
fior having an abortion, Fifty-three per-

cent cived financial considerations as the
mast impartant factor in making their
decisions. The age groups fell evenly
bebween 18 and 39, incomes ranged
fram 511,000 to 520,000 yearty, 65
percant worked — 35 percent were the
sobe support of their families — 28
percent were roarted. Many had never
believed in abortion, many saw it as
killing - . . however, faced with the reality
of economic survival, 35 percent =aid
thay had to change their value system.
And 5o, these women who have suffered
most from Aeaganamss, who have been
forced into a corner by financial consider-
ations, who have made their deasions i
pain, are accosted and frightened and
werbally abused by those who would
impose their own wills on everyone else.

The new Archibeshop of Mew York
likens abortion to the Naz holocaust, a
distinct anzbogy — Jews and fatuses
Same thing with the blacks — always
quating the Ored Scott Decision. Thay
miust liken fetuzes to other Known wic-
tims o give them personality . . . 0
make them more attractive as victims
because Wornen's voices don't count —
wiornen don’t count!

Recently, Southern Baptists denied
Women the ability Lo become priests
Decause they held women “responsitlie
for Drirging sin intg the world,”

The ultimate female sin, of oourse,
is power — saxual power. The abdity to
craate life — to control one's saxuality
and ultimately, one’s reprogucton & the
bottom line for women. i is atso the
battom line of the Right-To-Life move-
mint. And this is whare they want to
draw that ling. Any arm-chair, theoretical
pro-choice liberal must understand this
reality. Power i5 at the crux of the
abortion issue. To give rights to fetuses is
ko remowe them from wwomen. “A choice
of victirms.” Worman against worman,
wWOrnan against fetus, waman against
child. wwoman against hersalf | _ | divide
afdl conguer. It's the ald story.

Since the legalization of abortion in
1973 by the Suprerme Court there must
be at least 20 million American women
who have had abartions. Add to that 20
millbon men, rmillsons of friends, relatives
end neighbors and you have an issee that
touches nearly all Americans. What a
constituency!

But it is. more than any other, a
silent and tentative constituency. Aborton
i5 the bloody end of feminism — the
front line of the movernent, the bottom
line, We must inspire and activate the
P — the women who have mada
that difficult and profound personal
chioice. They must see the connection, the
collectivity of the issue for all women,






