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In the cheaper stores, it's much
miore abvious—Sometimes there's a
big sign annauncing that everything
on the rack is $19.95. Usually the tag
is brightly colored, not difficult to
see. When you move up—Bendal's,
Bergdorf's=it's a little more
subtle—Sametimes hidden in the
sleeve or under ancther set of labels.
In these more elevated states of
spending, there's usually a broker

—salesperson—somenns who tells
you—you must do this blouse with
that skirt or that Halston does a litkle
belt far t tfit. Without ask-
ing—the product is presented. Carried
along by the nec Appeanng
atxle 1o afford whatever is Being
I:i-rclught Bl you— r'|n|:|m-;| the pnce tag
becomes a little more difficult.

Yo cam, of course, ask outright
before you try anything.. . "how much
i5 this? ' But that's far too direct—to
hionest—too much of an acknowle
ment of potential limits, 30 you
sidelong glances as you carefully ship
into garments...a little garme ... hoping
the salesperson wan't catoh you 1ook-
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ing. Her godd apinion of your cash
flowes addly important. And then,
there's always
take quick, furti
tag whien she looks ; qoes to
ar ywou. Then, sorme-

1

confrontation—"| can't afford this”
Im thiz strongl nsuming capitalis
ecoramy, we all learn early about
price tags—how everything has one
y thing

Strange that the biggest selling
cornmodities—s5ex and power have no
visible price tags.

sontiraed v |I'-.,..r 2




ceminaed friw for |

Indira Ghandi kKnew about the
price of power—the loneliness—
isolation—compromise—in the 19505
she wirote:

"l have been and am deaply
uahappy in my damestic [ife. Mow,
Che hurt and the unpleasantness
doa't seem to matter so much, | am
S0eTY, though, to have missed the
most wenderful thing in life, having a
cormplete and perfect relationship
with another human being: for anly
thus, I feel, can one's personality fully
|Z|E'I-'EH:I|:I and Dlossom. Hewever, and
perhaps as compensation. | am maore
at peace with myself. One of our
17th-century poets has said ~“Go
where thou wilt. ..if thy Soul is a
stranger to thee, the whale workd 15
unhamely.” | think | have come to a
stage where home is wherever | go.”'

They are sharply contrasting im-
ajes—Indirg—alone. shot dowr i her
garcen—and Geraldine Ferraro on the
Phil Donahue show—promising to
"hake it up to my husband and
children for the rest of my life™.
Chandi's life—and death—vividly de-
picts in sharp and glaring tones the
passibility and perhaps the inevitabil-
ity of violent death for those who
would seek and attain uitimate polk-
tical power . . . Predicting har death
the day before it happened—Ghandi
did not hawve to face the enormous
societal pressures thrust upon Ferraro
to be & “good-girl"—to “make it all
up”, To play out seme collective ex-
pression of an uttimate soap opera—
where the heroine fails—only to rise
again on the talk show circuits,

Hovw odd that the majority of
AMETCan Women xpact to be ax-
empt from the realities of the strug-
gle for power=—:50 used and condi-
tioned are they o making choices as
“informed consumers”—choosing this
or that on the basis of gquality and
price.

Sistertood is Powerfull [n those
wiords lies a collective romantic notion
of political power that bypasses each
individual woman's responsibility in
acheeving It

Price tags. That issue somehow
ot o=t in all those consciousness-
raising sessions-—all that rhetoric.
Small wonder that statistics show
conssderably growing rates of depres-
Sian and substance abuse among
WOImHEN.

"To be cONSCIOUS In America is to
be in a constant state of rage’”: James
Baldwin. “Scratch any woman and
you will find rage” said a well-known
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ferninist, But where to put that
rage—anger and rage bpoth are totally
unacceptable female traits in both
the individual and political arenas

It is an o political idiom that
“marality cannot be legislatad”. Even
though there have been ocbservable
gains im terms of laws and social
policy that express faminist cancepts:
iLe. marital rape. abortion, comparable
worth etc, —the actualization of this
into the realities of Women's every-
day lives remains to e seen. The out-
ward exprassion of political ferminist
rage, unlike ather revoluticnary
rovernents (Black, Socialist) seems 1o
¢ easily dismissed by propaganca
and minimization. It is the gnly
paditecal struggle that can be trans-
lated into a locker room joke. 1
kicked a NTtle &55 last night”™—Gaorge
Bush [circa 1984).

As part of the employment pro-
cess at CHOICES —a 40-question-ques
tionnaire is presented, It QoOes ower
issues ranging from the political to
the medical. Thriee of the most in-
tergsting are: 1. Are you a ferminist?
2. What is a feminist? 3. Do you like
1o have power aver others? A review
of over 300 responses has shown
some interesting answers to thase
questions. All of the following
respondents considered themsalves
feminists and defined feminism as
believing in and working for equality
ard liberation. On the question of
whiether they like to have power cwver
others, the responses wera as
followes: “Mao, | dislike such words as
manipulative, COBFCVE, COn trallimg.”
"No. but [ like having power o
SHARE WITH others.” “Mao. | prefer
working together and sharing
power.” “No. | hate it. | do like being
able to explain things to people
though.” "Yes, Although | would
define it as authority.” "Depends.”

"1 like to be able to influence others
thrugh Knowledge and bshawvior,™

Historically taught and condi-
tioned by theair own sex as well as
men to view power as negative—
wiamen choose to see the exercise of
power as inevitatly leading to war
and destruction—rather tham ac-
knowledging our need for power
—accepting it and viewing it as a
positive, active, defining, influencing
state that when harnessed can result
in moving society towards a more ac-
cepltable social agenda. This of course
invglves the necessity of giving up
the all powerful mythology of the
“good-girl " —because “good girls”

don't want power—arg passive, quiet
and basically do what they're told.

Power has many Faces—paolitical,
individual, corporate, financial
creative, baolegical et.al. But for
WIOITIEN — pPOWer must begin with the
perscnal—To stand alone, to take re-
sponsibdlity for one’s life in all of its
complexities, erfars and trivmphs, is
the ultimate existantial experience,
This reality comes throwgh with par-
ticularty glaring clarity in the abortion
decision which is, ultimately, a power
survival decision, Much of the conflict,
guilt. ambivalence, surges of relief
and positive feelings that wamen
have expressed concerning their abor-
tipns may be wiewed not only as a re-
sponse to terminating a pregrancy”
ar “Killing their babies” but as a
response Lo themselves as an active
agent in the use of power for what
may be the first time In their lives,

Ironically, the New Right and
bdoral Majority are far more in touch
with the issue of women and power
than the Feminist Movement. They
clearly understand that the right to
abortion is ultimately an issue of
power, and that to kesep women
under contral they must effectively
stop abortion. Their consistent focus
on when life begins and whether or
not abortion 5 “killing bables” has ef-
fectively removed the issue from
where it really belongs—that is with
each individual worman's right to exer-
cise her power over her own body and
reproductive choices, Mot viewing
wormen as active moral agents—the
Right-to-Life Movement wants to
Heep the poser over women's lives
where it has always been—with men
=the law—the establishment—the
status quo.

30 many women—patients,
friends, acquaintances, have looked
into my eyes quizzically, bewilderedly.
pafuco-knowingly since the debacls
of Novermnber Bth. Why? How did it
happen? What went wrnong?

Columnists had a field
day—some gloating, some analyzing
why the Women's Movement couldn't
“deliver its sisters”, The concept of
delivering-—another political reality
that women must learn. We were 50
vocal: “Put @ woman on the ticket
and _we'I! deliver.” Not said quietly in
a private room but shouted to the
press—to the country, The Gender
Gap. It seemed 50 obvious, Wouldn't
women vole a ticket that touted
their interests? E.R.A —abortion
rights—empowerment? And, for the
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