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MERLE HOFFMAN
ON THE ISSUES

vated me. | had folleeed the case for days

in the media with a samewhat dstant
intellectual curiceity, bt then | fead thak a
paychiatrist had testified that Mary Beth
Whitehgad was an unfit mother because she
gawe Per chikd stuffed pandas to play with
instead of pats and pans. Stuffed pardas?
How extragrdinary that our psychiatnic sys-
tem regarded Che image of an animal so
towed and rare &3 & panda as subverting the
normal growth and develapment of 3 20th
century female child, The imalied sexism of
giwing a litthe one-year-old the toals of the
kitohen was certainky nok last an me eicher,
Another psychiatnst then testified that Many
Bpth was a bad mather because she was
“trvarieshed” with her kids and still another
tegtifies] that Mary Beth was “narossistic”
bacause she dyed her hair, that in fact her
naw was all white, creating a true “white-
head”. Having turned grey at the age of 24, 1
could definicely evmpathize with the desire to
change haf color to meet the societal
dermands of what it meard to be attractive,

What message was this bastian of
the psychiatric establishrment trying to
relay™ That wormen whio lowe their childrzn
too much are smmorad and evil—that stuffed
anirmals are subversree, that normal Amer-
can Consumer vanity is somehow
pathaingical?

The next diy | was in Hackensack,
Mew Jersey trying to find out. Standing out-
side the courtroom in the cold harsh day-
light. | Taund mysall speaking Lo wamen wha
wiore &30 drawn there By their sense of out-
rage and urgency “"How could any one of us
withitand the sorutiny that kary Beth had
to go through? asked ana, “ky God, if they
wisfé B0 have put me on the stand | would
hiave lost my child 10 times gver,” said
another. Indeed how cowld any of us with-
stand the kind of character scrutiny and pay-
chigtric attack that Whitehead. this chid af
thie working class, this unespected hending,
had $0 publicty endure day after day.

1 literaly atmost ran pto Mary Beth
Whiteread [ was coming around the carmider
in #he courthouse—hurmead and distractid:
shi wias wialking, mead down, with her s
yer, Caasdy, towand the press ream. Mest of
all | was struck by her callectedness, het
atmost natural sense of historical impor-
tamce. | got the smpression that she was
consistently aware of being the tenter of
attention. Always alert to being on sage,
hedd up and driven farward by a sense of her
own particulae destiny, everyana around her
naturally evalving irto supporting players in
Fher o peculsar driama,

In the rage and $torm of contnoversy
surTou Rding this Case. st feminists nave
found thermsetvas in the pesition of publicy

lt was the pats snd pars that finally acti-
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“understanding”’ both sades of the issue,
Bath sides—both women—Whitehead and
stern,

Elizabeth Stem, the ultirmate 19803
fermenist

Fossessed of twa graduate degrees,
WL, and Ph.Do Sterm is the quintessential
ferranist paragon. Mammed to 3 “supportive
professanal husband™ who did net y all
reports force her into childbearing, she 15
successful & her fiskd—so much so that she
even diagnases herself and decides that she
has multiple scerosis and is unwilling to take
the risk of bickogecal childbearing, Therefare,
she enters Mo a COMMENta arangerrmt
with Whitehead. or more specifically with
Whitehead™s worml.

Wnitehesd, high scheal graduate, ex
barroom dancer, mather af three, wife toa
ietnam Vet with drinking profiems, A
wiaman who takes pride in ner role s
mithar.

Whitehead #nd Stern—ihe symbolic
imageny averwhelms me, Thay are two sides
of the same oo, the Janiis héad, Whitehead
and Stern, mirror images of wWarman—mirmor

irnages of each other, Whitehead IS passan,
where Stermn is rmind. Whitehead & blood,
tissue, guts. rpd, el Stem 1S imbeflat, oon.
trod and alignation, Whitehead is mother,
Stern is (arger, Whitehead is bad girl. Stem i
good girl. Whitehead i whore. Stem is
wirgin—indeed Sterm IS immaculate donoap-
tionf The Janus head—both dark, with bangs
and similar Iong paunt stark faces. Madonna
whore, Elizabeth | and Mary Quesn af Soots.
Locked in history and m life in the eternal
struggle of mind and the body. The ntellect
and the sexusl=—~&Hhena and Yenus.
WWhitehiad's passion, her Back of
sacial controds, hir use of any maniputative
tool to fight her battles, the infamaus tapss
e wihich she threatens to kill hersalf ard her

child, her seerming lack of deference far the
system make her sompwhat of an uniomfort-
able spectacle for Frany fisminsks and an
unaceeptable role model for anpone’s defird-
gion of & good mother. Any wander that pub-
lic sentiment rides with Elizabeth Sterm, the
wiarman whose love is limited by the desire
far genstic perfectian, whese motherhood is
not dependent upon Sexudl intercourse—
whose body i somehaw remoyved from the
act that so traditionally defines woman?
Baby M=the perfect produdt, the
perfect child, race congruent, colar congn-
ent. She had to ke Whitehead by contract
was to hawe an amniocentisis in the fourth
maonth of pregnancy. and i the test proved
pasitive for fetal abnarmalities, if the prod-
uct wasn't perfect. the ¢ontract with Stern
was to be null and vaid —Whitehead™s
femaining options Included abartion or
assurming sole responsdbility for the child,
Baby M—"5ara” to Mary Beth—""Melissa™ to
Efizabeth, Both Whitehead and Sterm used
the name Elizabeth for the middle name,
?gﬂ_ﬂt wihach in Ehe ariginal mesang “child

R0 [y BetTs Lane

Stern and Whitehead and Baby M.
Mothers and child, A children of God. Al
chidren of mothers. Mothers who a'e good
and bad by sefmeocnie’s definition. This surmo-
galy case orought Into the harsh daylight
intense decussion and debate on the mult-
ple thearies of mothers and methering, Lean-
ing heawily on traditianal stereatypic difni-
tions of the "good mather all difféerences of
class, personality and style were peycholo-
gizad dnd manipulated nEs medical madels
5o Ehat Chere was no roam far rational effec-
tive disagreement—there was in fact ng
ramdm for dssentl How complicated thess
competing definitions of mather had
DeCome.

S much of thie continuing conflict

amalimnrd on fage 2°
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INTERVIEW

PHYLLIS CHESLER On: Women, Mothers and Motherhood
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OTl: In general, wiy do you Think
peaple nave childran? WWny did youl have 3
child?

PC- | newer thaught ot having a
ghikd, Priar to Deing pregnant | realized it was
gong ta happen, and besng me, | had various
fantasies —"Well, sunsly |'E grée birth to an
AMAZon wWarrkr—a gurl. of course, who wil
do the next stage of what | can't.” Then |
realized, no. if | give birkh tooa girl, she's
going bo wear prk amd many at fie. 52, 1
gt wery quit and | it a candie b the god
s A% 4md Al r'r:_'|hr Ly, Bl & it iF Thig is
what you weant, [4]1 help me.” Bul nature
al'-I'-'-EI_\'E lau-;ﬁs ar us. | had a son. Ard then |
Was 20 I;I:"-Ei‘tEr'Jl ior him peiause | ["I:ll..l_:lrt d
50N ITIJI'I'[ DE €351 A 50N 15 NaE caekhy
rwisted up with me and my moether and all
that tarment and torture, He is Gt
from mae,

| thirik | had a chald . _ _ 2t me give 2
JEepEr anshwer . | | Tor all the !EI"I'IIl!.' life That |
neser had—Tor the chikd m me that was
starved. | was wrang, but that's the |ure
-:-E'E.I:IE'CIEH:E lor warmen |, Decase puUr neads aor
bove and raumchmment and for Eamily life are
=0 unmet, We are pimed 1or ik, we are sensi
tive to it and we want it 'We are driven to
marmy and recreate @ primal family with a
chakd to dgicuer thst e ame il FESpanSiAe
for making the whicle thing waork.

Theres & wanderful anthology by
ferminist pr;l-w.n;mm on mathertsaod and the
rargje f Qfarudn 15 thal wamsn must evaiu-
abe the matamal LErmEdry at ance —that we
il roe Qe far 100 pears lﬂl.ﬁﬁ[l
which tirme we can really pay attention to
making & reviedution, while those wha come
after us
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OTi: Can make a system and a worid
wiich we wisld want to brmg children irto

PEC: ¥es. and the very opposite in that
sarme ook is talking about matraschy. IF you
think atour it VEMY l:al'E'rl.I"!.'. mag I'I.:-I"-:'I'Ij' 15
about women who rule because U'IE‘_I|I arg
miothers. because they are biclogical mathers,
Trne ethics, the values and the wirtues of pre
serving life daily in a mon-vialent way is all
that they hive and (ould possibly say is right

OTI: D you think that there's a nat-
ural feeling of protection for creation that
!'I'Ilgl'll ge termed Trmatemal irgtnct?

PC: | think that, in general, waren,
mosk wWormen. are |:l|'|!|-‘5-|:3||!|- non-vedl énit
towards Chelr own children when '[I'-E"}' arg
young. Tnere afe some women who are phys:
ically violent, but mare are psychalogicaly
ard werially viclent,

W | looked at the studies. imclud
ing some af my awn, they showed mi that
man wihed are under sTress with srmall children
resort mare queckly, 8s a group, to physica
winlance, because they have not been candi-
tired a5 woanien have,

Wi tend tooact. women tend to
react Wirmen use wards to wound, men use
fists. They turn thear frustrabors owtwand.
Wamen turn §heirs inemardl That doesn't
rriean that wi're in good shape

OTI: But there are certainly a kot of
worren, middle Class wormien, also who do
abuse children physicathy, often very walently

PC: Oh absctubely, but | have to say
an e kwest manima level of what the
Rirman Fale neads 31 ks modt walnerabile in
irfandy and early chakihood, women seem to
e abbe w0 manage differently and better than
sl Men

OTI: Perhaps it's that the men hawve
trairad us o do it better, Conditionad us,
remifarced Ui and put us in the role whene
that's all wee Can &, S0 that's all that
betomes possiole,

PC: A1 of that. and I'm not even say-
g that we coukdn't tTrain men to oo it as
wtll @, although | don't know, This is still
tiee .al-.-.-a'_.'i unanswered guestion. Wamen
tiened, Even fmore Il'l'-l'.'l'l:l'till'ltlﬁl'. n2 matter how
Fugn hee pnce i terms af POVETTY, Epiation,
lanedfiess, not to abangan young dependent
chaldrer. And men tend mare often to lxl_ll.lit
that, I'm mot =g all men & that, [ am
saying that men go out and try to gam the
rnicnEy. but they're not there under that ropf
trying to keep bfe alaft 24 haurs a day, seven
days a wesk,

What |'m saying is that bislogical
mithers towards Their pwn children, nak
towards army atbeer woeman's childnen, towards
their owen wihen they 're young and small,
hanse rmamaged to evohe ways af beng phisi-
cally nen-daoient so their children an survive.
Ard men Rave nat evolved that, and women
who gren't mothers haven't evalved that
Toaards spedilic dapendent Creatures.

OTl: Or powards each other?

PC: That's another story. | don't
ko whether motners can trarsfer that
towards ather adults or towards gther
wornen in a public or coliectve setting, Cne
af the things | ask in Mothers On Tral is
whether thase sorts aof “tunnel-wisien vrtues
Towants ane's cran Small chald Can in any rial
8058 become the basis for 8 womaEn's mass
MOAEMIENT agENst wal OF SJAndt wio g of
2y Kind. &nd | don't kiow. Basause wWimen
have nEver traated other wommean o Sther
aduits the ey ﬂ'E!.l’ [reat their own |:|-:-I-:-g-:a|
productians when '[hE:p' are small

T 'What is your defintion of a
good mather? And. are you one?

PC: What we have are idealizations of
fricther a5 goddess, We eapect (Including mie)
the imposuble things from our mathers whao
are i no way squipped with the power to
give us any of those things

OTL: S0 o' mmpaying that inher:
ently mothers must aiways fal? And we're
destired to hate thism for faa ang. fiar never
qiving us what we really want?

FL: Yes. And wit are Set up to blame
miethers for the smallest infraction and 5o
fargive fathers for the largest mfraction, Fram
fathers we expact (a8 Iraem rmsenin general)
vy little and when we Qet amything that's
J0ad, we say “that's termific”. From waomsen
wie expect the warld, and if mother fails.
shghthy for 3 hal? hour, we will never forgive
Nir, vt will never forget it and we will gek
&aen wath her.

0TI You're s&yng that mather s the
firsk and uibimate power figure that both
gives love and Trustrates all desires. So, along
vaith a need for love ang doseness there's
Always ambivalence and anger belause Yo

ien e id g 3
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HARRIET PILPEL On: Women, Law and Social Change

ON: BECOMING A LAWYER

I'm one of those who wanted to be a
lawyer from the time | was 12,

When | graduated from high schogl,
Ehe caption under mry picture in the yearbook
read ~A budding Portia”, o apparently | had
already made it krawn that | wanited to go
b0 law schoal; and at college, | took whatever
léw courses they had at Vassar — which wene
oy two: Internationsl Law and Public Law.
Then | won 2 feliowship and toak a year to
get a Masters Dagree course in Intermational
Law and International Relstions, When |
Spaki Bo My Faculty acwsor, who happened
U b i v profiessor, he sald, ™You Know you
really hini to be a domestic lawyer befare
WU CAN b AR internabona) lawyer 5o 0
wient Lo kiw school.

| was farried to a lawyer. before |
WENT 10 SChinl. WAt an ideal prascription for
one’s first year of martiage beciuss you both
winri all the time, and have sy IiEtle tirms
together. But it was stimulatng and exciting
and at keast we shaned The same eS|
had iy first child after | had besn married far
5ix years, three of whech ware spent in law
sthool and three spent getting some sort of a
toe-hold on a good job in a law practice. | had
rriy second child three and 2 haif wears later.
ON:; WOMEHN IN THE COURTS

Perhaps |'m peculiar, but [ do not feal
that being a woman has been a disadvantage
oo me as a awyer. In fat, [ think it's been an
advantage. | don't have a great many court-
oo SXperiences Decause primarily |'m not a
courtroom lawyer: I'm a lewier who makes
contracts for the publication of baoks and the
putting on of shows and 50 0n. But | did wit-
Mess an argument in one case before the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court In which Justica
Felix Frankfurter was so hostile to a man
Who was arguin;a case that he actually sat
down in tears

Wvell, repless oo say, | was absoiutely
terrified beceuse | figured if he's treating men
this way, | dar't dare think about haw he'll
treat me. what he'll do to me. But | had for-
gotten he came from Vienna, He treated me
with extrem pelitensss both times | argued
pednre him. Similary, in the Appeliate Division
hiere 10 Mew York, there was a judge wha did
the same thing. He was out of patience with
gvery man who appeared before ham. | was
ths first woman 1o argue that day and he
imrmediately becams friendly.

Mayte it was & different kind of sex-
ism. but 1 don't think sa. | think that, at least
then, women ware such & rarity that the
Judges enjoyed them. And mostly the women
who made i1 were very good. You had to be
very good then to becomie & woman lwyr,
There were abaut 12 wormen out of 268 5tu-
derts in my (ass and that was a kot AL that
tirme Yale and Harvard did rot accept women
at all, But 1 do not feel that | have been dis-
criminated againgt.

The only part of baing 3 woman Law-
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yer appearing befane Ene Supremi Caurt of
the Uinited States that bothered me was that
we had to take gur hats off. And | was a hat
jpersan in those days. both because the types
of hats | ware wene fiattering ana alsa
becase it meant | didn't have to do much
with o hasr, Whan | got B the Suprems
Court T argue an important birth contral
case in 1962, | was told | would have to keke
miy hat off. It was realiy very gemoralizing.

In general, | think that outstanding
warmen have done pretty well at the law. But
I think it & trie that i Jmost dvery [aw
office if wouw héve a rman & 8 womaen,
presentid with a rrale and a fernale apalicant
whio were equally gaod DUt not great, in my
ey, the man would slways be selected. But,
betwesn a micdle-leval man and 3 superiar
woman, ey |l take the woman. My guass is
that if faced with a choloe bebween a supenior
man and A superiar worman, they would prab-
abdy, at least then, take the Supetior man
Actuaily, the way thangs are today, both could
be hiregdl Most Lnw offices &e [oaking for top
pecgle and that's why theyré paying these
fartastic starting salaries of 560,000 and
IMCTE 3 Yyear,

ON: MATERNITY /FATERNITY LEAVE

| think ther should be mandatony
parental leae,

Py firer's poRcy (Weill, Gotshat &
Manges) = 1o tFEat rmen and women the
SAMsE WAy, Miew partrers are admitted eveny
wear and quate & few are women. | haven'c
heard anyaine 38y she was pasied over Decause
shie Wil & Warnan. We have 3 nismber of
POUNG WOMEn whi Nave children and who
wiant to wark part tirre. Some of them wark
Konday, Wednesdsy and Friday: some of
them work Tuesdsy, Wednesday and Thurs-

. It3 up to them and when they oo Dack
fulll time they can get Back on the partnership
track.

| was &t & cocktail reception for the
Mayor of San Antonio, Henry Cisnerss, and
Kate Rand Lioyd acked & very intesesting
guEstion about whether he favored parental
leave. He said yes and she respandad oy say
ing “That's fine, that takes care of the first
s months of the baty’s bfe, What ane you
daing about the remainder of the time?”

QOM: THE FUNDING BATTLES

As Far a8 funding is concemd within
the LS, thére has been & effort both at the
State and the Faderal levels 1o defund aimy
contraceptive fadlity that does abortions,
that refers far abortion or that counsels abor
ton. At the present teme, to the best of my
ke . Ehere ane only 13 States that still
e state funding: they include Califarmia and
Mew ok,

On the international front, 8 new pol-
iy wias announced by Senator farmes Buckley
in Mexiop ity i 1984, Onginally what it said
was that hercoforth no American funds wene
to be grarted b foreign ssocations or
giveEmiments il they peEformed abartions,
rederred for abartang, counsetied shout abar-
ticas, or even sought to thanga the law
about abortion, et It was arigemally foomu-
lated ko apply to organizations within the
Urited States dlsa and to fareign govemn-
ments & well 2 to foregn Mealth agendies,
Apparently, some body or bodies wiere able ta
persuade the acministration that the “new
policy”’ a5 applied to foresgqn govemnments and
domestic mofporations was prabably ilagal,
urdonsticutmngl and kighly questionable in
terms of pohay. Theredore, the “riew -puliqr"
pronddes Enat no Armerican govermmant
money mey be wsed abroad by eny private
agendy or individual wha uses any ransy —
nit just U5 money — to refer fior, counsel or
o abortiors. There is presently a case in a
ke court which seeks to have this policy
declaned unecnstmutional,

The furdamentad Constitutional prin-
ciple iyedved IS that under cur Systemn of law,
a geneiment may not condition the grant of
Mangy OF SErvices oF (ommodities on the
redipient’s gising up a Congtrtutional r|;|h|1:. In
this irstance. the Constitutional right of free-
darn of speech and of the press are wmeohd
as well 35 the nght to privacy 11 a wery
IFmportant case. nat only froen Thi $tandgaing
al atartion but atso fram the stardpoeint of
Comstitutiona 13w in genaral. It is vies that
we have cases whith remind Us That majority
rule does nat always prevail in the case af the
imherent basic rights of indasduals,

OM: THE SUFREME COURT

One very intereating dévelopment in
the Linitad States Supremie Court has been
irsufficiently noted. 11 has to de with Justice
sandra Day O'Canrr,

Thi Federal Gavernment has. for
Y yeErs, had an arrangement whareby a

el e fage 12
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Growing Up Jewish and Female

In The 20th Century

by Roberta Kalechofsky

M'_.' aany persenal life—that which
canrid be anmulled or densed wrth-
out denying ry existenie—as bved
in contradiction 1o wiat most Jewish Fermn-
ritsks e sayireg 30 years kaber about grawing
up Jewnch and female.

Betause my parents separabed when | was
twia, | lived my early years Smeng vanous relk
atves and expenienced the spartrum of Jewish
Iifie froem Orthodox o abnegation. Betwesn
the ages of exght and 10 1 lived with my
fathir's pacents, Orthodox, East Eurdpean
Jenwi® ina semi-rural neighborhood on the
pdige of Broakiyn.,

H ] 5 D

e rie Rulea ffal

A5 the chdd of divorced parents, when
disionce was rane, and rarer still amang
OrTniodox Jows. OpPression C3Eme 0l e In
mariy farms, but not through formal Jewish
chanreis, Ay first encounter weth thase twa
oetermirimyg factors, Jewsh and fefmaie, was
when my grandfather had decided that | had
becoeme too old 1o dit oo his lap in the shul®.
Cine Friday evening, as we avived for the ser-
wice, | was tald that | noe had to 9o upsiairs
10 the balcany. | was imtated: | was atso ooy |
knew something was afoot and | demanded
10 knaw what. He smiled, also ooy but affered
na explanatian, | didn't really need oae: | i
had betome @ sexusl creature and | knésw that
the congregation of men krsw it also,

iy second encaunter with s new
idemitity ceuried aie vening when my
grandparents asked me what §wowld be when

| grew wp. | nad dozens af answers The adult |

wWOrkl Was encrmicus, and everything about it
dazzied me: flight. glamaur, trawel. adwenturs,
| veanted it all. My grancparents had akner
careers in mird. Solemnhye they delivered my
future in a rutshell: became educated; if |
nerome sducated | can betome arythong |
want ta become. There were sublirrenal Boun-
daries to this “anything”, which they did not
wish to explore at the tirme, But | was a ghit-
1on for e and seized the oppartunity to get
everything | couid, | woukd b & great leader, &
Judoe. a lawmaker, but first my wiarderiust

* EhU i Ehe Yiddsh word o6 synagogue.
% Roberta Malechotsky 19687

G

absession for years to rome had to be
sabiated: | would travel arpund the warld |
wioalld see everything that could B een, then
| wioukd setthe far the “amything™ | could
become, & shadow fell betwsen ug, "Nat by
yoursell,” my grandfather Said, A woman
annok live kny berself or travel alone.” The dis-
tinction between mbellectusl and sexual free-
dorm wark diecisive, and 1 expenienced it ruafalhy

T rules were reversed whan |
carne Lo live wath my mother, condemned oy
iy fel] iGUS Jrandparents & ©3 modern
WOIman ™, which meant assimilated (to them),
irmaligicis and. one wiould hawve thaught,
emarcipated. kot sal It was a daily knock-
doverL drag-out fight to go to college, My
mather's warldly advice to her modem daugh-
Ber wds, Shut your mouthl & wamans
maukh is for kissing, not talking.” This was
the era of Hallywioad sirens, lusted over and
praised 3 beng “Deautiul but dumb, three
wards that have dane more harm to me. and |
milsk assume to many waman of my time
and place, than a thousand mehitzas” could
o, fior they planted thi seeds of the perni
G AsSurtitian Ehat B Be intdlledtual & o
e urferninime. Marilyn Manroes words ae
haunteng “Whatever you think of me, please
[2ke me senoiEly ~ My mather had learmsd
that beautfid women never are. She did not
learn that fram being Jewish. She leamed that
fram Being in the warld at a given time and a
given place. Sool custom s a powerful fargce,
perhEns more ponverful han rehgion, poten-
tialy more powseriul in & rmEnky Seculde Cvili-
Zatiom. MOSE ewish warmen todsy Inve largely
in that seculsr wiorld, prafessionally, educa-
wanaly, and ofiten socally, yer Jewish Femi-
nists, 3 generaton LEter i Counting up the
score of victonies and defeats, laid the blame
for their position in the world. largely at the
date of Jisdasm, a5 i they beed only. or even
rdnhy, & Jews in the s world

The sources of the Jewsh woman's
prafessional and sooial status are mutifanous
ancd Fed Judasm 5 ooy o of thede sources.
Morecrve, that status has waned enormoushy
fram time to time, and place to place in sprte
of the fonmal “de jure” descrighion of Jisdasm
as 3 patnarchy. | graws up in the shadow af
Portnoy's mather, that castrating Jewssh
virago. depicted by Phillp Roth, and strading
the stage in such recent nostalge: plays &
Brightre Beach Memairs and OF Thes | Sing.
But rry persona expeniences confinmed that
she pxisted. Al the Jewsh women | knew, miy
reathier and grandmothers included, were
virages, Al the Jewsh men | knaw lived 10
serror of thern

My generation grw up feeling fased
[0 marmy a “wimip”, and wendered how we

YA TmetEER" w the turtan erected to drade the
=itting srea of men and vwomen. Mary Do
shuls &% Symadogues I'rru.-enrly hawe am entinely
separste ared, such a5 a baloany SoF wWismen,

vigbE el wa famge

Feminism in
Australia

by Dr. Jocelynne A, Scutt

n fugkralia, &5 i The rest ol the warld,

ferninism did mat begin in the late 19605

and early 19705 Rather, from the time af
dinglo-Australion sertiement n 1788 some
wormen in fussraha fought explicithy fram &
feminst perspecive To gain equal nights for
wWamen, 0 a SoCery that rests strangly upon
patriarchal principles. it = against these prin-
ciples and The practices ansing frm hem
thak e Austrakan wWomen s movement has
lotbeed, arqued. fought and. on some acca-
DN, WO SULCESSES.

The Madonna-Whore Complex

Colonial Australia was foundad on the
ided that women could be @tegomzed only as
madannas of whenies Arne Surmmer's book
Camned Whores and God '3 Police. published in
1974, cntically arshsed the prevadent notion
thart weormen coaming To Australia 3 coracts
Were invariably prostitutes, In her view,
winen convicts—transported for lesser offen-
cid than men (onacts (in order 1 keepup
the numbers of fermales va--vis males. a pon
tireig prabden in e epes al the Cokanial
Cffice — were more often ACrims of rape and
ather sewaal attack and exploitatan. When
coming off the snips after the long jounney
OUT ThaY wers paraded like cartle and seleced
OUT a5 Servants and prospective Dedimates by
splchers and settlers. Orher histoncal accounts
have shown that women had access oo ew
trades or professions which would enabls
thern to become economacally mdependent of
rrsén, Batrng Ao in her book Production
ard Reproduction recounts the way inowhch
warnen were geprved of egual access to lnd
Qrants: ane wirman settier wrote to Govermar
Macquane requeating a land grant on the
samie terms as rmen buf was refused on the
basis that “requiations” prevented land grants
bemng macke o wormen. AHond's research
shows that no regulations in Ft exsted but
wre enfiorted Derause the Covernar apgar-
enthy bebeved women should Aot wark
itcheperdent by

Burt the dichotormy between the
“good” and the "bad” woman continues. It is
particularhy natame wihene women commat
offences— particularly whwre the crime
irnalves allegations of unkawful killing of a
Frasand, lowver, ar child. It aBo anses where
juvenile wormen are taken mba custody for
besr “incomigile” or “in maral danger”

Two recent orieminal cases dlustrate
Efe prevating view. In Permy's case, Emily Cer-
Erude Permy was tried for the atbempted
murder of her hushand, She was alleged ta
Pese adrmanistered poson to bim with intent
£ kill, Mr. Fermy sald he had been poisoned
Decause of his work [festanng pianalas and
organsy winch brought him into contact with
large quantities of lead and arsernc, and pro-
Rested bis wife's infiofénce. The proseodtion
tgnored e wersion of events, and put inte
BVIDENCE Makters relating to the deaths of
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three other men with whom Ermiy Perry had
nad clase relatiordhips, She was romicted, but
when the case went to the High Court of Aus-
tralia four judges sand some of the evidence
nad wrongly been admitted. Twe said that
evidénce. phus mare, should not have been put
Inte evitence. One of thern. Justice Murphy,
Pointed cut that proct of guilt by assooaton
WITth Créumstances is thepretically acceptabike
a5 3 mears af provig quilt i crimina trials,
DUT i 15 & highly dangerous way of going
abaut finding guilt.
Trus 15 an extremely dangerous
method of determining crminal guitt.
Fisr centuries it was requiarly used in
Engiind, other parts of Eurape and
the Arrerican Colonies o conmvict rrl
bars af persons of the iImpassible
crirme of witchoraft,”
Sirralar (ancerns were expressed by
Juszice Murphy about the use of evidance in
the Chamberiain case in 1984, Aice Lyrne
Chamberlain was comictad 1 the Northemn
Termitory Supreme Cowrt of murdering her
rune-week-0ld baky by cukting her throat at
Ayers rock an 17 Sugust 1980. She was sen-
tenced to life impnsonment. kMurphy poimded
out the absurdity of the Crown case:

“The Crown charged a riurder am-
mitted in a Mok GrUEsimIe Manrer,
WITTIN an extresneny imited fene and
0 difficule creurEtances where the
chiances of discoweny wene high. Dunng
a pemiod of bepwean five and 10 min-
utes kirs. Charnberlain ts abaged to
have gqome with Azana [the taiy) and
ner son Aaden fram the barbeoue area
to their tent some 20-30 metres
Fway: donned trackesuit pants ouer her
dress:; taken Azana from the teént to
thie famiby car which was parked
alongside; shit Azara’s theoat with a
sharp irstrurment (passibly SCEsars)
while sitting in the frant passenoer
seat af the i retwmned to the tent
werth bilace] on her hands and the
tracksut pants. remoeed the racksuit
pants and wished her hands i an ice-
redrm conbaner; and retummeal guite
camposed, to the barbecue area with
Aiden

“In view of the Crowin's claim that a
great deal of blood was shed in the car
durng the killing, Mrs. Chamberian
must also fave managed to dean up
at least the abwious sigrs of biocd in
the car during this penod. The regis
rered nurse wiw travelled in the car
latar in the evening did not noboe any
blood. Mrs, Chamberlain also found
temie during these few minutes o put
Liden to bad 1 his skesping bag. hear
higr coenpdaen e was STl ungry and
+o edlect a can of baked baans from
the car, ..

It is not insignaficant that both the
Charnberlain case and Perry’s case e
women defendants i trials alleging unlawful
killing and attermpad munder in {Irl:\.lma‘l.'a:l-
res seen in folk-dore a5 parboularly “female”,
Tales of wimen as seretive POSONErs USINgG

sy v faage TW
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Feminisit
Witchcerafi

In Today's World

by Ann Forfreedom

outzide Sacrarmento, Calfornia, 3 timeless
cirgle of warmen, a “neo-Fagan” study
group engaged in practiong Witcheraft—
espetially Dianic Fermmist Witcherafs—
el D the Gréat Goddess, the Goddess of
Life, Death and Rebirth ivto our circie, into
curselves,

What is modern Witchorafe and why
i5 a spefically feminst Witchoraft neeced?

Many peaple who consder therm-
selves to be “Witches” or “Fagans” today fieel
they are reviving a millenia-old spirituality of
refigion. Some harken back to cultures that
worshipped goddesses as will a5 gods, and
wara led by prissteises and wise ofdes
wormen, Qthers Sse ther ariging in Palealithic
perpmicmial magetal groups. Sorme of them
identrfy with “Mew AgeT thinking. Mary 6o
rak use that label. Mary believs thar all
ustehies are Pagen (W aodiduiew), bat not 2l
Pagans are Witches, (For more details. see
Cirarevire] Dicesn thie Moon, by Margot Adler,
revised editaon)

Witcheralt 25 a religien facuses an
warking with Nature, on peychic development
and atturerment with the natural harmanies
of the privers®, and an direct personal rela-
tionships with Deity (Goddesces, or Goodess
and Gad). The religion ermphasizes balance,
learming. and respansibility This pre-Chinstian.
Godgiess-orientad religian encourages female
leadership, and mary of 5 prackitioners are
ferninist ar symgathebic to femiresm

ln 19749, in the badoard of a private home

The religean of 'Witchorafe i often
called by its alder Angla-Saxon names: Wicde
[fern. sing. and plaral] ar Wicca (Masc. sing.
and plural), or Wica {masc.]). The terms today
are pronounced Wick-eh or Widk-ah. The old
English neutral plural for “Witches" is Wicran,
althaugh Some Witches today sy “Wictans,
Although the masculne term Wicte, s most
aften used fahich | conssder symptamane af
the internal sexism of modern Witcheralt] The
Aaglo-Saxan O English teren far the raligicn
1and the term | use) wasdis Wicrecrastt.

Some pecgle define 'Witchoraft as a
negative or “evil” philasophy o farm of
mrenavior, Such definitions were used by the
witth-huntmg Ingquisiton centurs= ago, and
they are being used to abtack real Wikches
and poveriul wamen today.

Ir Januany. 1985, thees wamen in
Ziminatrewe were shot and killed by a group of
men who acgused them of being witthes.

Iri 1985, parents’ groups in at past
20 U5 =tates, uader thie leadesshp of right-
Wi anti-teminest leader Phiyllis Schiafly,
demanded that public schools get parents’
WIHTTEN PETMISSIoN For Classroom MSIUssIions
ard curricula matenial on a8 vanety of topics.
ircluding witchiraft, abartion, social roles of
e arkl wormen, Nomesekuality, human s
walaty and Eastern mysticeirm. And & lawsuit
filed oy Cong such group, Citizens Organized
far Better Schools [Maozam v. Hawkins
County School Systern), charged that an ele-
mentany reading series published by Holt,
RBmehart & Wirshon 15 teaching witchcraft,
situstion ethics, distespect far parental
authanty, esolution, and secular Burmanism,

In the past owo years Nathars Miw-
thore's dassic novel, The Soarlet Leeter, has
been attacked for dealing with witchoratt and
religaan, and Frank Baum's timeless fantasy,
The Wizard of Oz, has been attarked for pres-
enfing & positnve witch (Glinda the Good).

By sumrres, 1985, newspaper and TY
reparts on chilkd abwse and possible murder
(3565 Used The Tenms “witchdraft,” “aciut,”
and “Satanism” almast interchangeably. |Buk
Satanism 5 2 medieval Christian heresy, and
ke word “ocoult” means hidden or esatenc
knowiedge.)

By August, 1985, Rep. Robert Walker
[R-Penreyvania)y had mtroduded an act to
remove tax-exempt Status from refigious
grougs based an Witchoraft. & real witch-hunt
began to develop, and becarme (ritical with
the irmeglverment of Senator Jesse Helms (A
Horth Carolinal. & powerful right-wing politi-
tan hinked o ultrafundamentalist
Chnstianity,

{n September 26, 1985, Hilms
introduced Amendment 705 to the fiscal
1986 Treasury and Post Office approgriatians
bk, HR 3036, By voice vote, with no dissent
o gehate. the Senate passed it. Helms
armendment spechied, Mo funds approprated
undier s Act shall be used to grant, main-
fan, ar dlow tax exemption to any oult,
prjarazation, ar ather group that has as a
purpase, o that has any interest n, the
pramating of satanism or witchoraft,” Helrrs
defimed “witchoraft'’ as “the use af pawers
dermved froem el spirits, the wse af sarcery, or
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The Crusade of Karen Thompson: Part Il

that became a mightmare, For faur

years, Karen Thompson and Sharon
Kowalski lived as more than lovers—they
gonsiderad themselves marmed. Then 2
tragit accident left Sharon a paraplegic
and unalle to speak, Despite the fact
that she has indicated that she wants to
seg Karen, and that doctors have testi-
fiad that only with Karen's help has
Sharom made any progress, Karen has not
been able even to s2e Sharon since
August, 1985,

Because this case invohes & total
abrogation of patients’ nights. disability
rights. gay nghts—human rights—we
decidad to do the article in two install-
ments, This is the conchesion: a portion
of a two-hour intarview On the [ssuas
conducted with Karen Thompson in
Movemnber 1986, Hecent conversations
with Karen ingicate that nothing has

since changed,

OTL: ‘Wioald you SEy YOUur SC5ans in
this entire cas= are mothated by arger or by
I ®

KT By love, ang by anger as well It's
2 two-edped sword, Anger can be channgled
into positive nesctson but it also can eat you
up. My lowe for Sharon i what keeps me
geing. The lave that s&s a human being
should hive the nghvt o Tind out what her
liemiits are without anybody else putting lmits
an her. I've hiad the blinders ripped off. | no
langer can tive in my cwn littke isolated wodd
and go to work and then live my own per-
sonal life and nobody Knows e, | was sery
non-issue oriented. 1e7s been a lang hand
strugqle. But ance you have the blinders
taken off and ywau see the oppression inona
area you start ©o see appression all arcund
you and it's almost overwhelrming. Now. | nat
anly see what homephobia does to people
bt alse how prejedice can be used agamst
everybedy | an make the tie to racsm, sex-
ism. ageism, the handicapoed. 1t's all con-
nectid. ' a totally different person now and
I'll never be able ©o go back to the perscn |
WEE

II‘I Volume VI we related the kove story

OTi: What do wou think are the chan-
ces of your gecting the guardianship of
Sharan?

KT: It's gaing to be a long time
before that can happen | Ean fle for guand-
larship because | wanted it | filed to ke
sure that Sharon's right to the best possibie
madical cang was protected that she had the
right to s the people she wants to see and
to Bve where she wants to live. The only way
L oouwkd gain ingut nEg the protess was oo fig
for quardiarghop. On the ather hand, | believe
my edutational background has prepared me
1o take care OF SOMesne in Sharon's oondi-
tion Wy Ph.D. work was in the anea of psy-

chology of sports, | have done a lok wikh magi.

vation for kearming and bran njuned patients,

]

Buipafiisi Jinie,

| 222 Sharam as having come alang a very
normal beaming progressien. | wonder how
much Sharon would be doing row if we'd
have been allwed to keep making that kind
of progress?

OTI: Have you had anyy Support from
natianal orgarizations on the Patient's Bill of
Rights aspect of the case?

KT Mast of the disability rights
groups I've talked with from coast to coast
hawe agreed that Sharon's disability Aghts ane
being fagrantsy vidlated, The problem ssems
to ke that it's hard encugh fighting far dis-
abillsy rights without gecting invahved i a
ase [nat has gay rights attached to it How
can you pick and choose whose rights you'ne
qgoing ta protect® This case is going ko set
very bad case precedents in the anea of dis-
aility rights. 1875 geing to affect them
wihither they wang it (o or not, Can peaple in
&N instibution have all rights taken sway at
the wiim of the quardian? Can a person be
demied the right to be in the courtroom when
her future is being determined?

OTi: Sharon's father no 5 acting
guardian, Do you onsider s main (onoern
the sexuality isgue?

KT: Wall, that's been one Esue that
certaindy has comme out He's denying his
daughier is a |estian which really has nothing
at all to dio with IT. Agaan. i doesnt matter
whether Sharon and [ had a relationship. If
Sharon is asking to see me now, the First
Arnendment to the Constitution guarantees
us freedom of assaciation and yet Sharon
doesn't have that. If we wene egually pro-
tected urder the law. &8 the Fourteenth
Arrnidment af the Constitution guarantees
pury fuman being, and we wene a man and
WAOFTEN, Wi Could be married and This
wakin't be happening to us

OTl: k= part of wour palitical agenda
L3 pursue the struggie Br sami-seed ndi-
Viouals bo have the same legsl rights as heter-
cEexual marmeed couples?

KT: | certainly think that in domestic
parimerships, some sort of an amangement
betweean twa consenteng adults showld be
allowed. Sharan and | did want 1o make &
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Is Racism The
Rectal
Thermometer Of A

Sick Society?

by Irene Davall and Flo Kennedy

sick society. how high is Amenca's
termgerature in 15877

Qur soclety made extracrdinany prog-
ress i ending official rosm in the twa
e follawing Warld War |1, but passing
laws rridy i@ easier than enfarcing them,
When it comes to anti-discrimination laws,
passage and enforcernant are often eatreme
polarites, For example. racal segregation in
publs schoals was uranimausly ided uncoan-
stitumional by the Suprerme Court in 1854,
but near-segregated schools Still aperate with
minimal interferenci frorm state and fedensl
agencies,

The Texas system af fnanding pullic
schopls currently dscriminates againgt poorer
datricts and is enoonstitutional, accerding £
a rulirg by Judge Harley Clark. The judoe sald
that 200 schoal districts at the upper end of
the property t2x spectrum spent over 57,000
per pupll on the average while the 200 dis-
tricts at the lowest end of the spectrum
spent less than 33,000,

In 15954, Congrass passed an ommibus
civl rights bill Bamning discrirmination in wot-
ing, jaba, and public sccommodations. Mare
than 20 yeary later, jol discrimination aganst
Black and Hispanic weenen and min persists
AL an "alarming” rate, at puery sge level, at
avery education hevel, at every skills level,
atcording to 3 report by the LS. Commission
on Ciwil Rights

A special New York State paned, estab-
lished by expcutive order, was charged with
examining Bias incicents based on race,
faticnality, felgion and saxual preference. OF
the 40 people testdying. many criticized
exressive farce used by palice officers dealing
with suspects who are memisers of minarity
grouns. Manhatian Berough Presigent Dawvid
Dimkins testifled a “'mean-spirted climage™
exists as a result af cuthacks m social services
by the Reagan Administration and the feeling
that gains made in the civil rights struggle
have diminished.

Mew York Is not the only city b coer
plan tl'ﬂtvm[te police uSe exiessive violenon
agamst minority people. The armest of Dwight
Goaoden, Mets baseball pitcher, put the Tarmpa
palice under @ naticnal spathght and fanned
emations in that oty The Cooden armest was
nationwide news, but mast stories omitted
the fact that in the four months preceding
the arrest, four Black rmen had been killed by
Tampa police. Mavar May Sandy Fresdman
admits the citys biggest falure has been in
recruting Hack men to serve on the fore
and that 25 percent of Tampa residents are

l1 racism & the rectal thermmometer of a
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Black while 90 percent of Tampa cops are
white,

Mon-white killers of white people are
four timies as Tikely o oe sentenced to death
& killers of Black people and the Suprermes
Court has just declared that it 15 Hat fedesar.
ity racist and is perectly constitutional, It
may b perfectly constitutional but many
pedple think the fatts paint toward racsm.
Since the 1976 Suprerme Court decissen rein-
statang the death penalty in some (ases, T
penple have Deen exeouted: 42 were Black,
26 were white and two were Hispares, [Edi-
tar's Mote: This was as of May, 1987,

Vhgomowsly exerosed. freedom of the
press can o a long way toward halping to
elirninate racism. In that cantest. a sprng
1387 couft dedisman assumes fansiderable
irmpErtance, That decsion foursd the Res
Yk Ellyﬁ guilty af discrimination
againat fawe Black employies. The News (o
culation 137 million) had densed them pro-
maotions and retaliased after they compiamed.
‘Whils the suit Ni3s ENdITaOUS SYTMook: Empar-
tance iof manority jouenalists whio are pres:
ently ermployed. anginal hiring proplems
remain stubbomiby persistent and are getting
WeIsE,

Whale Blacks and ather minariies
iy Tave 1855 Than Thesr share of Top jobs.
thiey do hase more than their share of
hazardous waste dumps. Acowt haif of Amen-
cans live in arcas with waste Sites, but the
greatest numbers are in the non-wikete aness.
The largest waste landfill is located in Emelle,
Alabama. whene Black pecgle make wp B0
cercent of the population, The lacations of
these danperus dumps seems to hange on
ernamic McEntnees. Residents at the sites
often agree to hast such facilities in exchange
far ks and CoNLractks 1o mironty-owred
firfms.

Every segment of Amencan life Sdms
riddled with racism, baginning at birth and
ending only 3t the grave.

Even little babies ang wictimd of
ragism. Mmety-twa percent of baties infected
wilth thie A10G wirus are Black of Hisparec.
Armang Mew York City adules, 31 percent of
AlIDS rases are Black and 23 pefcent are His-
panic. Most medical experts agres that good
bwing conditions, 3 nourishing diet and excel-
lent medical care (indluding profibetively
expensive and ifficudt 1o ciitain medicamnans)
wiill probanly help to prolong the lives and the
quality of thosa lives af AIDG patiens. Cer-
tainly, few Blacks and Hispanics have aoiess
to ary af these reguisites, ~IF you're ehiddle-
class and have AIDS." says Suki Forts whio
hiracds an AIDS Task Foroe, “you (an expect 1o
Inve ariother twio years, Moss of aur pecple die
after ik months B0 a year”

To test pur theany that radism has
bieen on the upswyge for ehe past decade and
that the present scapegoat mentality reflects
itgll in ant-Black, anti-poor, anti-woman feel-
irggs, we talked with peophe workang in joes
which put them among the cognascenti an
racesmm. The following quates afe From some
aof those who gracously shared their views
with s
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A Catholic, Feminist Approach To Choice

by Frances Kissling

Tl:n te Roman Catholic, a femenist, ard
prg ehaice saerms to some to be a oon
eradiction —indesd an EmpcEsiility.
vel, il i & condition shared by most Cathol
woamien; women who krow that to concen-
trate exclusvely an one ard arly ore irmpon
tant farktor in the abortion debate, the ques-
tion af thi status of the fetus, is contrary o
both the Cathobs Tradtion and the fermanist
tradeticn. This kreswledge has influenced the
vtk al Cathdlics For & Fiae Chane i seek
ing a change in the oarrent Paman Cathoks
prsitian prohibiting all abartuons, artifios
fontraception and electree ctenlization as well
B & recent Vatian pronoundement forpid-

Fuaniy = Krssdinng

ding the use of all methods of arbfical insem:
inaticn by fasband, in atrg fertlezation and
SUTTOQELY. Withile Cathalc bishops have made
ok of The Status of the Setus and we sgres
that its value and potential far personhood
are irnportant, no area of refgicus, ethecal or
kel judgment rests sxclusively an & snglks
factor; no area of value judgment is without
its comglesity, Mot imoive the tareful and
deliberate weighung af competing wlues,

Hone of us are strangers to ompst-
irg walues. We all, for pample, valug peace.
W alza highty value our national ngegriey,
our Treedom and our way of life, &5 well a3
our actual life,

Crften, when faded with agoressan
rhat chreabens our way of hig, we Choose nal
ra surrencier, but to light, 1o take life. We
alse know that, in our time, i s impossible
o fight even a conventional war that does
mat kil innccent pecple.

iWhen we make sich thoices between
walups—The “better dead than Red” thioe—
are we pro-war? Are we pro-kiling? Few
amencans, even fiwer Cathalic behops.
wiould Think 3o

Catheglic Feminsts also stress the dif
ferences bebwien our judgments on puilic
policy—Iegal nptions: and cur reigious beliefs
of personal marality.

As Cathalics, we 3l would agres that
we Think every abortion & i S0Me respect
tragic. W may disdgred on the locaron ol
fesporaibility—and @wen the nature of The

tragedy, We may and do, disagree an the
kegal salutson o the problem of abotion.

Burt we are. within our church and
befare qur rreator, free to disagree on kegal
options, There has been np divine revelatsan
an the rélatreg ments of the Hyde amend:
raent of Bhe Hatch &rmemcrment. God, in Her
wilsdpr, has ot spoken out on either -
nialization of abartan—the punifwve
approach—ar better family planning and
so0ial and exonoames Supports for women and
families-—=the nurturing approach.

Fir & refigiously motivated persan
seeking to develop 3 position on the legality
af abortion | would suggest careful analysis
and reflection on a number of secial and
it lesaal valies

Truse include, in agdition to gues-
Tiord snout the status of the febus, an explo-
ratan of The nature and puspose of women,
the walue of ther phiysical lives, psychological
wigdl-being ang Their own vision of the Crea-
s purpase for their lives, It mcudes redlac-
ticans an the appropriate rale of law in moral
decishan making. particulirly when there are
O0usnEs 30T farts. In SuUCh CASES are Wodmen
o De walued, truated and fMinmed as moeal
agentts, or are we ©0 give our lives aver to the
paver of the state? Finally, how are we to
walue and pratect ina ol sodiety the VETY
different official pasitions of Ehe maingtresm
fath groups n Amenca—Catholics, Episcopal-
ians, Mechodists, Presbytenans, and Jews—n
such a way that fully permits adherents of
thoese faith growps to fallow their consciences
without fear of beang made crimingls?

Catnolics For & Free Chigice Ras $tud:
ied the many and vared areas of moral and
religious concern exteraively. Only & few can
te examined here, First. as to The status of
the fetus and the commandment ~Thou shad
mat kill.” The fypathiesis that abartuan for
whatever reason and at 30 stages of preg:
nancy from conception foreard vislates that
Lommandment has recently baen sdopted by
the Raman Cathols hierarchy, Furdamental-
ist Chnstians, and some seqments of the ses-
ular Right-ta-Lfe movernent.

But no matter how often or fow
kaudly somp religius leaders assert whis it is
not grounded in biokagy. phaosophy or 12w,
The Beble itself 15 totallty sient on abortion.

Indeed, vaithin the Roman Cathalic
Church taday, it i5 acknowiedped by the
teaching authority of the church, that the
answer to the question of when the fetus
DECOMmes 3 Person i5 unkntwn and has always
DEEN LRk

Wi need alsa to look at interpreta-
tions of the comasandenint “Thou shall not
Kill,” seermingly & very simple four words. I
wae interpret of mest rigidhy. a5 some would
hanve s do i the case oF the febus. only the
YEQElarian padifists among us surive as
rraral persord.

Ingeed, wee risd to ask “thaouw shall
ot Rl winonm or m and uncer what E_

[RETERL TN PP



Ellen Frankfort:
In Memorium

By Irene Davall

llen Frankiorm—woman, wile, picheenng
femirest witer and teacher, has chosen
o |eave us. Adter twa decades of stnag:

gling for women's nghts, bacthing agairst a
systern which she saw withhokding from
widmien digrified, adequate health care at
reazonabile fees. Ellen fourd the burdan too
Py, thee path too rough, On May Zdeh,
1987 she elected to fight na more, She will be
Sorely misged,

In the 19605 Terment of change and
secial revelution, Ellen began wiiting smsles
an Woenen's vital health matters, investioat-
ing E5Ues invokang women and the health
establshiment. promoeting ssif-help programs
and trnyang to demystify wamen's booly func-
tions, From 18968 to 1973 her weekly
columre appeared in the Village Voice, She
wis abi § freguent contributar $o under-
ground fermnist ournals such 2 Lefian Lnder-
qround and Sojourner

Far s years after graduation ram
Bamard Callege, Ellen taughit English in Mew
¥ork schocls and from that expenence, at age
32 tarme her first book The Classraome of
Mizs Ellen Framkfort: Corfessions of a Private
Sehoal Teacher.

Her rest book, now conscdered a das
3ie in lefninist liesrature, sought to daline pat-
rarchal control of wamen's odes under the
quise of haalth and religion. Waginal Palitics
wias pulished by Quadrangle Books, a subsi-
diay of the Mew York Times Elen recounted
with delight her standup to the Times execs
thvs who wanted to change the boos's tithe
“Mewsgapers Moept nundreds of thausands of
dollars to achvertse warthless and possibly
danoerous vaginal sprays for wornen. It must
e the ward ‘pobTics” which has you uptighi.
Clearly yiou have no ofjemon 0o the word
wagina'.” Ellen immortalized her years at the
Willage Yool in The Woice: Lie a1 the Willage
wioice, an wnflattenng ook at the weekly
newsgpaper where she wad a calurminist for sey-
eral yfars. Ancrther book Rodie; The Inveitag
rnncfaWHq | wids an expose of
the firsE ilkegal abartan death following the
gutofl of Medicaid abortion funds n 1977 In
1979 Eben receed the Columaia DuPont
Joaimalisem Awward far Fmeestigative reportng
presented to WFAA-TY, a Dallas ABC affiiate
for its televsing of Resie, Her labest book
Hatty Boudin and the Danee of Death, pub
fshed in 1984, described the racscal activist
wibe later was corracted of murdes and
robery Chiarges,

In her fingl days Elien gave thoughtful
cordickiration o her bushand, Weskey Miller
Jr.. tape récondng sugoestions far 3 memarial
service, fier cresration and the sareading af
beer Atk araund the Staiue of Libery

Adhering to her wshes, mare than a
hundlied friencls gagtered in the garden af 5.
Johi's in the Village Eptscopal Church in Ban-
hattan. Her eukgy included ETters witten by
three ferriinist Triends and snce Ellen was first,

rasaliniwad ied pags I
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CHOICES PEOPLE:
Sylvia Schwarlz

AT R TN T

magine 4 worman whil kves to read and

write fomantic postryg sngs with the

Quessnabane Chonus and her ternple chodr,
plays classical violin with the Doctor's Sym
phiomy in Mew York, graduated from one of the
major HEbrew semeananies in the metropohitan
area eguipped to teach Hebrew on @ high
schopd el —yet took pre-med n cothege and
s her BLA, i Chernastry s in bl
Techrology fraom 55 Jobar's Linmesrsity an
Queans. That's Syhoa Schwartz, Clirecal Labar-
akary Supervisar a1 CHOICES. Syhvia also
speaks Cerrinan, Spansh. French, Hebrew and
Yiddish fugnthy, and can declne 3 Latin varn
with the Dest of scholars, OF Courss. heresity
andfar erveRanment. may play mare than a
small part = her mult-talentad nature: her
miaaher taught German and mirth on a unsver-
sity bewl, her fatheer wis ecdtor af the farmer
Mew York Jourmal-Arrencan and one brother
0 OO NEpTEw AT PIYEIOENS.

Syfid STl lives 0 The house bkt by
hier Father many years 330 and. althaugh she
has always been an independent. zelf-
supporting waman, she mamtains extremealy
tlose ties with her theee oloer brothers and
two rephews, ~1'm not really mdepensent.”
= Sybwia “Were all very supportnae of each
pither @ See gach ather fegquentiy”

Befare ahe carme To CHOERCES, Syhaa
wilh iahead i hematokegy and chemistry
risearch and was in charge of the hemaralogy
lahoratany at ane af Mew York's major medical
(erifers.

After a oypical busy day at CHOICES,
Sylwia 5 not one to put her feet up an the
safa: Waondays she practices with the chonus,
Tuesdays with the orchestra angd Thursoay
with the chair. In her spare time, she loves to
baka and is an awomalished “pastry thel™.

Syvia Schwartz —anather of CHOICES
remarkable peoplke

Early Detection:
Breast Cancer is
Curable

by Philip Strax, M.D.

renEsE CANCET 1S TNE MImEer one [aLse
of geath in wormen ages 39 to 44,

Until this year, it was the number ong
cause of carder death in warmen at any age
Lung cancer has now achieved that dshing
man. but breast cancer is expected 10 regam
its pmpartance. Mot many pears aga, statste
s told us that ane in 20 women in this
coianfry waukd develop breast tancer, Several
yirars aga, the incidance was one in 15, Last
wear, it was ane in 110 This wear. one in 1005
expected o b2 affected,

Breast cancer 15 an insadious disease
that may be present and dewiop over manmy
years withaut signs or symptoms of sy kind
Eveny wornan dver 30 ar 35 years whio visit
& physinan for any reasan st Be suspected
af possibhy harbaring & beesst cances. There is
AN INCRSASIN AWErENEL STONG CANCET inws-
tigators that breast cancer may be 8 Sydtemi
disease fram it shoeptan. Thene is also
INCreasing evidence at its initial cliredal man-
ifestation in the vast majonty of (ases is g
lpcalized lesson in one breast, althausgh thers
may be evidence of microscopic, totaly oot
dissermination elsewhere,

1T snould alse oe ponTed ot that
thers is an INCreasing ureasiness on the part
of wormen. based on media SXposuUre or per-
=onal axpenence. that a cancer may be pres-
&nt which & completely asymptomatic and
attogether non-palpaple. Most women todsy
=gem o need at |gast the reassurance of 3
negative ¢xaminabon, cone, hapelully, m a
thoraugh manner,

The cause of breast cancer is wnknoen
and no method of prevention is on the
horizon: nor do we have amy technigue of our-
ing the chseste at all stages that it is
diEtected All we have is the knowdedge that
tecaveny af & cancer when ot s iacalized to
the breast and has not spread to rexghaonng
glands ar elsewnere Grings with 1t lang term
curvival ar practicsl cure, thurl:un.atel:,l_ mrisE
breasr cancer detected today is not Iocalized
when first dscoversd, 'We respd 3 better way

The object of screening for breast
cancer is to distover thase armang the appar-
ently well who are in fact suffering from
diseasa,

Qbreiauesly, women are st varsed nisk
fai cherveloping breast cancer. 1N we knew how
o enalate the average woman's fisk in
awance, we tould concentrate our Fttentaan
o thase at real nsk and detect (hisis cancers
at an cptimmem stage. We knaw sarme of the
fatars wihich place some wWornen at indreased
Mgk Moreever, statistical siudy teaches us
that the w35k magonty, up to 75 percent, of
Leraadt CANCET OLCUMS N winmen with nooe of
thiode factors, therefare we hase b consider
all wornen ower 30 at rids, Ak, we appear to
e @ partiular steen ree of the diseass in
warnen under 50, Since we do rot Know
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