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“Where are your roops, Hoffman™*

The goestsan came & me from ke field, Jwas
raining. cold and very early inthe morming. 1 was
standing behind a police barricade on Exst 85tk
Strest in Mew Yook City with 50 ather pro-chaice
wctivists, We were counter demonsralmg &gains
“Operation Rescws™", the recent right-wing
evangelical invasson of this country's abemion
clmics when these wornds came imo my audiiory
field.

I werned eo face my questiomer. Middle-aged,
whine male, polvester suit, fetal feet buton—in all,
a pood soldier of the Lord.

““Where ane your roopsT"

[ knsked pasi him towards the small hand of
femimist sctivists, chanting and intense; beyvand the
HE) or %0 kneeling praying “rescuers™; pasl the
peolicz, the press, the passersby and thought alsout
his question.

Had be read my mind®

Where were sy troogs? Where were the troops?
This was, afier all, no armchair imelleciuzd
dialogue. ma klecdoga] conlerence, no roulne
march and rally—thas was an all out military
maneuver-—a dimect condrontation and I and “my
troops” sppeared sadly ousnumbened.

Eighry-Tilih Streel wias a moment Frozen in time
The ernall pwo-story #bortion cline onder anack
wirs situited beraeen And and Lexingson Svenues,
As the drama unfokded, bsiness as usual went an
an the avemes I‘:'ng;-; pot walked, some people
shopped, some sinpped 10 chat, others rushed an
1o wnrk, All E_u:.ing; ahioad their daily routines as il
B ORET W o 'hnpp:ﬂin.g in fromt of therm. 1t made
mee think of those documentanes of B Setond
Wiorkd War narrsted by Sir Laorence CHivser—
where tan separaie realites existed sde by side in
a surrealisiic momlage; mass EXEculions. in ks
filled with genily swaying vellaw fowers,

Some passersy did siop o offer suppon—an
lder womin and a few youlhs from a nearby
privale school; however, 0 maost ol teserny the in-
vaEsion was just anistheer Mew Y ork vignefte, another
*hread and circus™, ane mare iy pe of spros ener-
inimmend for the masses.

Beimg ar the barriciles during “Operstion
Rescue'' puwe new meanmg 10 the words ™ froo
limes™,

| cerninly was no stranger 10 theoretical and
polivical bamkes, bt the pressing reaiiy of hundrads

of mightsiicks, sawhorses heing shoved inbo my
lace, the mounting leesion of the crowds around
me and the palpable smell of dunper—was
szt hang guine different from arything | had ever
cxperierced,

UWhere are your treaps, Hollman? ™

My questioner had vesbalizad ane of my private
imtellechaal dialogues. But really mod so private—
after all, the question of jist where e femimist
rmaveermnent is nive, where the femimist ravement
i going and w the femimisd movernem afive or dead,
ad inliniturm—kes become 1he imellectual staple,
the core issug around which meda, feminists,
porliticians s angone whao fects ke i can matantky
pantificae,

Of course my *rescuer” had & Far mose liversl
inerpretation of this question i mind. He was
merely counling heasds.

Yery often the anti-choice movement is rightly
criticized for beang authoriarian, ant-sgalicarian,
regressive, repressive, religious, et —aAl0 in all,
un-likeral, wnintell=chanl, and, indeed, their
literature summaesing people 0 Mew York City
slated that ““Operation Bescue'” could be the begin-
ning af a righteous, peaceful uprising of God-
fearing people across the coaniry dhat will mmsplre”
pelticians to correct man’s law, and make “child
killimg' ill=gal agam, Standing for America’s
chaldlren meare you are ultimaiely standing Bor vour
JSwture, wowr fresdom and the very survival of
AmeTice.

I Mew Yook, “*Operation Rescise' ' choss as s
hattlefrant small, wnprotecisd doctors” offices
rather than large well-known {and well-prepared)
fwcilities. Urwilling to face & strang appasition in
Lerms oof dealimg with the highly secure sites of the
mapor clinies, rescucrs beliod ther sirong words
wilh @ets of cowandice and amemgted 1 kall fies
with cannoms. Corsidering that every day in Mew
York City alone there are thoasands of women who
berminate their pregranciss at any one of ot least
10 preowwcielers, “'Oiperatin Bescus's™ clamm that
they “*saved bundreds of habies from death’ was
mmode [han slightly exapperabed.

Whibe: the Borsons of Operation Besome™ semed
o e peansd mone al Eenling Favorabde media -
cemtiom {in which they suceceded) rather than wag-
ing ainaly sersous bagile for a revolutionary upris
ing of the righteaus, the participanis did. m fact,
appear ko share a transcendent wnifying pumpose—
that of expressing whal they helieve 0 be God's
will on eanh: fetal rights. For the [anatical ani-
chioe activmls, e iecloedad illegally blockng en-
irances 1o abomion clinees 5o that women would be
demicd aceess o comstitutionally guasaniced
medical services and comiraslly karassing patients
by werhal atiscks such ss screaming ' 'Please don's
kill yosur baby'"

Trying to puhlicly project the image of 2 ground -
swell of phous peoph: agamss #ooetion through the
medin, “rescuers”’ stasd they were following n
the feotsteps of Ghandi and Martin Luther King Ir.
The "'rescuers"" miempt at comparing the *'right-
to-life movement” {with their agenda of com
palsary pregnancy and contral over women's
reprowductive righsi to ihe grest civil rights sinag-
gle seems o be an intellectual anathemna at best and
an ohseenity ab worst, Indeed, thess ' "Ghandi
disciphes™ are the peaple whio puhlicly brag thet the
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