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Palestinian woman in Jabaliya Camp, Gaza Strip. Her home was
demolished by Israeli military, (p.16) (Photo: Neal Cassidy)
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MERLE HOFFMAN
O N T H E I S S U E S

I am a child of the holocaust, a survi-
vor of sorts, a kind of surrogate suf-
ferer. I have never smelled the burn-
ing flesh or felt the pain of my kidneys
close to bursting — my legs turned to
leadened fatigue as I stood crushed
against others in the trains bound for
Auschwitz or Treblinka or Dachau. I
have never eaten out of the bowl I was
forced to shit in, nor had my children
torn out of my arms as I stood in an
interminable line waiting for the se-
lection process. Nor have I cowered in
some corner clutching what was im-
portant to me, my mouth dry with
terror as I listened for the sound of the
S.S. boots outside my door, wondering
if it was me they had finally come for.
Nor have I felt the mounting panic of
the bodies surrounding me as they
struggled helplessly for air, gasping
and gagging, tearing desperately at
each other as the gas slowly entered
the chambers.

No, I have not been there, yet it is
always with me. I am a child of the
holocaust, a survivor who was not
personally threatened, yet cannot for-
get.

It comes to me at odd times. I remem-
ber once, a magnificent evening in the
Islands, warm, sensuous breezes, a
sky full of light, a smell of flowers and
expectation, and suddenly I smelled
the fires. Or, often in the midst of self-
doubt and deep despair, I have stopped
to step out of myself and wonder at my
absolute gall for daring depression
when I had survived, had escaped by
the mere arbitrary factor of time and
place of birth.

Strangely, I can't remember a time
when I didn't know about the holo-
caust — I can't recall when I heard
about it for the first time, it was just
there — always. I do remember my
teacher's arm. How, one summer, when
I came early for my weekly piano les-
son and caught him unexpectedly in
the garden without a shirt, I saw the
numbers. Instinctively I knew I should
not have looked, should not have seen,
but then I did. He caught my furtive,
surprised glance, murmured some-
thing about being a part of the Resis-
tance during the war, and it was never
mentioned again.

And then there were my friends,
children of the real survivors. The ones
who had lost aunts, uncles, sisters,
brothers, mothers, friends. The survi-
vors whose children had now become
the one hope and the one light in the
darkness of lost generations. These

were the children upon whose shoul-
ders salvation and guilt lay. The chil-
dren who had to make up to everyone
for everything, who lived in a particu-
lar paranoid reality that separated and
branded them at the same time, who
always seemed to be excusing them-
selves for having survivors for parents.

But I was not thinking of any of these
things when I stood at the Wall. I had
arrived in Berlin on New Year's Day
1990. The night before there had been
a massive joyous celebration—400,000
people dancing, drinking, awash with
the heady joy of a newfound freedom
and historical imperative. But that day
there was only the routine of new tour-
ists who had come as ritual pilgrims to
look, worship, laugh, touch and de-
spise.

It was cold, gray and icy on the Kur-
fastendaam (the main thoroughfare), a
kind of German Champs Elysee that
separated both Berlins with two great
monuments on either side, the Bran-
denburg Gate on the east and the
Goddess of Peace on the west. At first it
was difficult to make out the strange
phallic structure with its gold forms,
thrusting itself into the sky. Upon
questioning my guide I was told this
was the "Goddess of Peace" and those
gold domed cylinders were to symbol-
ize the weapons of the enemy taken in
war. On top of the structure was the
Goddess, a winged victory, an idealized
woman granting her powers of fertility
and nurture to the power and the glory
of German militarism.

A strange parade it was that marched
towards the Wall that day. Families,
youths, foreigners, children sliding on
the icy city streets, laughingly falling
to the ground as their parents playfully
scooped them up in their arms. Dogs
too, pulling their owners towards the
Wall which stood like some great frac-
tured totem imposing and ridiculous at
the same time. A massive concrete
Rorschach test, changing definitions
by the minute. And the sound of the
chipping—the constant chipping away
at the Wall. The entrepreneurs selling
graffitied pieces for $3, the students
ready to loan you a chisel for a few
marks, the two East German soldiers
standing on the top with slightly be-
mused smiles, as if they knew they
would be part of everyone's memory
bank. And I, too, was swept away by
the energy and the faces of joy and
expectation around me. As I walked
through the Brandenburg Gate, I was
struck by the references to Gorbachev.
The graffiti that read "Long live Gorby";
"Viva Gorby". And the crosses — these
were near the Reichstag — the Reich-
stag that was the centerpiece of the

Nazi regime where the machinery, the
bureaucracy of the Third Reich and the
final solution was played out.

Behind the imposing buildings (there
were seven of them) white wooden
crosses were attached to a wire fence
with a name or the word "anonymous".
These were the martyrs to German
separation, those who were killed trying
to cross over. The last death was in
May, 1989, merely months before the
falling of the Wall. I remember a con-
versation with a West German student
who told me how surreal this separa-
tion had become. How he had been
eating in a cafe when he heard some-
one had been shot trying to escape from
the East. "You get used to it," he said
shrugging.

There is a special history here, one
not often spoken of, of the martyrs of
this place — of the Ghandi follower
who was given a 13-month jail sen-
tence for merely holding a sign that
read "Freedom for the Political Prison-
ers." Of the Indian, T.N. Zutshi, who
travelled to East Berlin in March 1960
wearing a placard which read: "The
first step toward freedom: Get rid of
your fear and speak the truth!"

According to Zutshi, "At East Berlin's
Alexanderplatz Station, policemen
tried to wrest my poster from me. There
ensued a scuffle with the police, as
hundreds of spectators looked on. I
refused to be led away, clung to my
poster and shouted my slogan." Zut-
shi's action caused a sensation; he was
released after five days of custody and
interrogation. His courage, along with
the tradition of creative non-violence
expressed by others, and the sacrifice
of Pastor Oskar Bruesewitz who burned
himself to death in front of the Church
at Zeist in protest, moved me to a
poignant rage.

The story is that upon reaching the
square in front of the church, Bruese-
witz unfolded the posters he brought
along in his car and then proceeded to
douse himself with gasoline. A group of
people rushed forward with out-
stretched arms to extinguish the flames
engulfing him. However, two police-
men lunged immediately for the post-
ers and removed them on the spot. To
this day it is not known what was
written on them, but they are rumored
to have contained the phrase "DO
NOT CORRUPT THESE YOUNG
PEOPLE."

They are all my comrades. They are
beyond nation, beyond nationalism.
Yet, they are German. "German unity
is a German question," said Helmut
Kohl in the NY Times. "There is a
difference between understandable
misgivings and fears and what is dis-
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guised as fear but is really economic
jealousy."

Disguised as fear? Repeated reports
of the rise of anti-Semitism in Ger-
many and, increasingly, in Russia, belie
the minimization of appropriate and
understandable anxiety at the so-called
"German Question" — the issue of
German reunification. A.M. Rosen-
thai, writing in his weekly NY Times
column, "On My Mind", says "I search
through the endless newspaper col-
umns about the German wave rolling
toward unification, but I cannot find
any of the words I am looking for.

"I cannot hear them in the drone of
the experts mustered up for TV nor in
the Sunday talk shows.. .These are some
of the words: Auschwitz, Rotterdam,
Polish untermenschen, Leningrad,
slave labor, crematorium, Holocaust,
Nazi."

A German question? Rosenthal ar-
gues that "to keep the words hidden is
to kill the murdered twice, this time
with the forgetting mind." Rosenthal,
it seems, is also a survivor.

November 8, 1989 marked the 50th
anniversary of the Nazi pogrom known
as Kristallnacht (the Night of the
Broken Glass), a night when the white
heat of fire mixed with the brilliance of
the shattered glass of Jewish homes
and shops to give prophetic form to the
coming of the "FINAL SOLUTION."

Fifty years later these fires still burn.
Anti-Semitism, as Eli Weisel has said,
is a "light sleeper." East Germany,
which until very recently has never
publicly accepted any responsibility for
Nazi crimes, has spurned the growth of
violent right-wing activity. According
to an article in the NY Times "hun-
dreds of skinheads goose-stepped
through Leipzig shouting "Seig Heil"
as they smashed windows and dis-
rupted a regular weekly demonstra-
tion for German unity. Like Hitler's
brownshirts, the skinheads fought with
bystanders shouting "To hell with the
Jews."

And, as the world watches the cata-
clysmic changes in the Soviet Union
with bated breath and shouts of "Viva
Gorby" fill the international air-waves,
thousands of Soviet Jews are attempt-
ing to escape the personal results of
Glasnost. Reporter Joel Brinkley writes
of fleeing Russian Jews who tell of
"physical attacks against themselves,
relatives or friends. One man said his
brother had been murdered and thrown
into the river, bound head and foot,
just because he was a Jew."

Will they come to America? Accord-
ing to a Mr. Eikel of Kiev, interviewed
by the New York Observer in February,
"I always felt anti-Semitism in the

Soviet Union, but I've also read that
there's anti-Semitism in the United
States." Speaking of his decision to
emigrate to Israel, Eikel states that
"now I want to live in a country with
Jews."

Unfortunately, Eikel's appraisal of
anti- Semitism in the United States is
correct. According to the Anti-Defama-

When analyzing
and comparing
the calculated evils
of state-initiated
genocide, the
Holocaust stands
unparalled in
human history

tion League of B'nai B'rith, "anti-
Semitic incidents in the United States
increased 12 percent in 1989, reaching
the highest level since the organiza-
tion started keeping track 11 years
ago. The greatest number of attacks
occurred in New Jersey and New York."
(New York Observer) Oddly enough,

j Middlesex County, NJ seems to be a
| hot bed for growing anti-Jewish hatred.

An anonymous advertisement ap-
peared in the student newspaper at
North Brunswick Township High
School which read "The ovens are in
the kitchen. Rope them up. I'm hungry
and need a lampshade."

It is not that the Nazi regime had a
patent on anti-Semitism, not as if the
roots of this ancient prejudice and
scapegoating did not travel deep and
wide into the past of most European
nations, not as if the majority of the
world's population looked away when
the first reports of the unbelievable
parameters of the Holocaust began to
leak into consciousness, not that the
concept of collective guilt does not
embrace all of us, but when analyzing
and comparing the calculated evils of
state-initiated genocide, the Holocaust
stands unparalled in human history.
An event so unbearably evil that its
remembrance is, in a sense, best left to
the survivors, for even the best ana-
lytic, intellectual, philosophical or
political attempts to explain it will fall
hollow and short. Indeed, recent at-

tempts to deny its existence is the most
insidious form of what Rosenthal would
call "killing the murdered twice."

Yet look we must, hear the voices of
the survivors, read the accounts of the
camps, look at the numbers burned
into flesh and remember, even if
memory itself is an untrustworthy
instrument. For it is just these memo-
ries that give form to the mirror that
we must hold up to our souls. It is a
reflection that should claim no owner-
ship in human consciousness, yet it
lives on in all hate-inspired violence
and racial prejudice.

"That's the difficulty in these times.
Ideas, dreams and cherished hopes rise
within us, only to meet the horrible
truth and be shattered. It's a wonder I
haven't dropped all my ideals, because
they seem so absurd and impossible to
carry out. Yet, I keep them because in
spite of everything I still believe that
people are really good at heart.

"I see the world gradually being
turned into a wilderness. I hear the
ever-approaching thunder, which will
destroy us too. I can feel the sufferings
of millions and yet, if Hook up into the
heavens I think it will come out all
right and that peace and tranquility
will return again." Anne Frank — The
Diary.

The consistent arguments for a speedy
reunification of Germany are based on
an expressed belief that a strong, eco-
nomically powerful, unified fatherland
(Germany), controlled by NATO and
the Soviet Union, will indeed bring a
kind of peace and tranquility to post
World War II Germany. As the G.D.R.
loses over 2,000 of its citizens daily to
the West, and the Eastern economy
crumbles, the political and economic
necessity of a United Germany is being
posited as both necessary and unstop-
pable.

Max Lerner of the AT Post writes
that "If we could order history accord-
ing to our memories of trauma, I would
continue to fight against any further
enhancement of the power of a Ger-
many that gave us Adolf Hitler. Noth-
ing can extirpate the fact of the Holo-
caust." Patrick J. Buchanan, also writ-
ing for the NY Post, believes that "a
strong, united, free Germany in the
heart of Europe will be as great a
triumph for America as a strong free
Japan in the Far East."

Buchanan also compares the treat-
ment of the East Germans by the Allies
at the end of the war with the annihi-
lation of the Jews during the Holo-
caust. In this, Buchanan is a political
comrade of Heidegger's, who in re-

continued on page 32
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WIN SOME i LOSE SOME
A Compiled Adaptation of News Items
with Editorial Commentary by Beverly Lowy

ARE MALE
INCOMES
LOWERING?
NY Newsday "Nation
Briefs": A new study exam-
ines why the average child-
support award to women
18 and over, after account-
ing for inflation, fell
sharply between 1978 and
1985, and the average pay-
ment received fell corre-
spondingly.

The government-funded
study by University of
Miami Prof. Philip K. Rob-
ins, working at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Institute
for Research on Poverty,
says this has occurred be-
cause women are earning
more money, and the courts

are awarding less child
support.

"Much of the reduced
child-support award levels
in recent years can be attrib-
uted to a steady upward
trend in female earnings
relative to male earnings,"
said Robins.

Using government popula-
tion and income data, Rob-
ins studied awards and
concluded, "From 1978 to
1985, the major factor re-
sponsible for the decline in
child-support award levels
was rising relative to female
earnings."

Women now earn about 71
cents for every male dollar.
Now that's affluence!

ABLACK
AND WHITE ISSUE
From an article by Suzanne
Daley in the NY Times:

In an effort to place hun-
dreds of abused and ne-
glected children into foster
care each week, New York
City has resorted to distrib-
uting them to private fos-
ter-care agencies on the
basis of gradations of skin
color and hair texture,
charged a report by the
American Civil Liberties
Union.

The report was based on a
court-authorized review of

50 confidential case files and
interviews with more than
20 city workers who find
homes for needy children.

Lawyers for the ACLU said
that considering whether a
child has a light or dark
complexion and straight or
kinky hair went far beyond
permissible racial distinc-
tions.

The practice apparently
results in favored treatment
for children who have more
Caucasian features, workers
quoted in the report said.

"The system has a long and
ugly history of discrimina-

tion," said Marcia Robinson
Lowry, the head of the
ACLU's Children's Rights
Project.

"This would indicate that
the problem is now in a more
subtle and even more re-
pugnant form."

City officials said they
could not comment on the
report because they had not
reviewed it. But they said
that while the city had a
policy that skin shade should
have nothing to do with a
child's placement, it no
doubt was a factor because
foster parents continued to

express preferences.
"We do not condone this,"

said Adele Boudreaux, a
Deputy Commissioner of
the Child Welfare Admini-
stration. "But you have to
ask: Is it right to force the
issue, to have a child al-
ready removed from his
home — already displaced
— face rejection when a
foster parent opens the door
and says, "You're too dark;
I don't want you'?"

Hopefully someone like that
would not be licensed as a
foster parent.

ON THE ISSUES COMMENDS: JENNIFER CAPRIATI
Jennifer Capriati, 13, lives and trains at the Henry Hopman
tennis school at Saddlebrook, Wesley Chapel, FL. She has
been voted most likely to take No. 1 away from Steffi Graf
and has played successfully against men nearly three
times her age. She unwinds by participating in speed-
serving contests with a couple of male adolescent peers
who, like Jennifer, live at the camp.

At the camp, a clan of hump-backed racoons always
assemble in the palm trees. The boys suggested a
marksmanship contest with the racoons as targets, but the
animal-loving Jennifer diverted them. Instead, she made it
a power-and-accuracy serving spree that pitted the
teenage boys against her.

"Whipping the boys," she told NY Times reporter, Robin
Finn, has become a necessary and favorite pastime.

Congratulations, Jennifer, not only for proving that a 13-
year-old female can beat males at their own game, but for
raising their consciousness about animals.
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UNWARRANTED
ARRESTS
Featured in the NY Times:
The New Jersey State Po-
lice, proud of its record of
arrests for illegal drug and
gun running on the state's
highways in recent years, is
under pressure to submit to
independent oversight of its
operations in the wake of
complaints that it is aiming
at racial minorities and
homosexuals.

The State Public De-
fender's Office in Middlesex
County, concerned at the
number of Blacks from
other states arrested on the
New Jersey Turnpike, has
begun an investigation to
determine whether troopers
are using racial profiles
when deciding which cars
to stop, a practice the civil
r ights groups argue is
widespread.

In addition, an under-
cover operation that re-
sulted in more than 540
arrests for lewdness over
20 months at the Vince
Lombardi rest area on the
turnpike, is being challenged
in court.

Court papers have been
filed in the lewdness case by
a coalition that includes the
Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund and the
New Jersey branch of the
American Civil Liberties
Union. They assert that
plainclothes troopers en-
courage men using the
restrooms to make sexual
advances.

Evan Wolfson, a Lambda
staff lawyer, said that
between February 1988
and October 1989 troopers
"spent hours standing at
urinals, approaching men
and engaging in flirtatious
behavior."

"The troopers routinely
pretended to masturbate,
soliciting physical and sex-
ual contact with men at uri-
nals and in stalls," Wolfson
said. "At the least sign of
reciprocal interest, the troop-
ers made an arrest, flouting
standard New Jersey re-
quirements of procedural
fairness."

Capt. Thomas Gallagher,
a State Police spokesman,

said the undercover opera-
tion was begun at the re-
quest of the New Jersey
Turnpike after a number of
complaints from travelers
about homosexual activity
at the rest stop.

The ACLU and the New
Jersey Chapter of the
NAACP have also collected
more than 200 complaints
in the last year accusing
troopers of stopping cars
by using a "drug profile"
that focuses primarily on
young Black males driving
late model cars or cars with
out-of-state plates.

"If you fit that profile you
can be sure your trip
through the Garden State
is going to take a few hours
longer," said Edward Mar-
tone, the ACLU's executive
director.

We guess the boys in blue
were just trying to make
their quotas, legally or not.

THE OTHER SIDE
OF THE FENCE
An Associated Press dis-
patch: A fence separating
poorly tended graves of
Blacks from neatly kept
graves of whites must come
down, said a United States
district judge in ordering a
private cemetery to provide
equal care to all its sections.

The back of Ryder Ceme-
tery in Lebanon, KY has
been known among Blacks
as "the jungle" because
weeds, trash and brambles
have overrun the graves of
more than 200 Blacks bur-
ied there. On the other side
of a rusty wire fence are the
graves of whites with gleam-
ing tombstones on well-
tended grassy knolls.

"It was wrong," said Nor-
man Moore, former presi-
dent of the Marion-Wash-
ington County chapter of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored

People. "It was degrading to
see." The organization and
some individuals, who filed
a lawsuit over the gap in care
seven years ago, say they
hope the order ending the
125-year-old practice will put
a disturbing remnant of seg-
regation to rest.

Elizabeth Mendel, Ryder
Cemetery Co.'s lawyer, said
her client would decide
whether to appeal after the
judge, Charles Allen, speci-
fies the work to be done.

The 30-acre cemetery, es-
tablished on land donated in
1865, appears to have been
segregated from the start.
Although no records exist to
explain the arrangement, the
cemetery company never
maintained the section in
which Blacks are buried and
never sold plots in it.

Apparently even death wasn't
the great equalizer in this
case.

THE BANE IN SPAIN
Item from Lloyd Shearer's
"Intelligence Report", Pa-
rade Magazine:

Spanish men have become
such chauvinists that even
their government is embar-
rassed by their archaic be-
havior. A survey by Madrid's
Institute for Women dis-

closes that six out of 10
Spanish men do no domestic
chores at all. Those males
who perform some household
tasks limit them to two hour s
and 45 minutes a week; their
wives or mistresses spend
more than six hours a week
keeping things in order.

The women have com-

plained so vociferously about
"the inequality of it all" that
Felipe Gonzalez, the prime
minister, went on TV for 25
seconds urging Spain's ma-
cho men to get off their butts
and into the kitchen.

Twenty-five seconds — Wow!
That ought to teach 'em.
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GETTING INN
WASN'T A PIECE
OF CAKE
An Associated Press dis-
patch:

Tiger Inn, one of two all-
male eating clubs at Prin-
ceton University, voted to
take a first step towards
admitting women. In order
for the change to be-
come effective, the club's
members must approve the
measure in two consecutive
years.

The vote was described as
close, but no tally was im-
mediately available.

It followed less than a
week after Ivy Club, the
other remaining all-male in-
stitution, voted in favor of
coeducation by a margin of
51-23. A final change at
Ivy would also require a

second yearly vote and con-
firming vote by next year's
graduate board.

"I'm really happy and sur-
prised," said Jen Weiner, a
junior who heads the Coali-
tion For Coeducated Eating
Clubs. "I was concerned that
there would be some back-
lash because of Ivy's deci-
sion, in that the members
might want Tiger to remain
the last bastion of all-male-
ness."

Tiger Inn had maintained
its position on the issue for
11 years in the face of a sex
discrimination lawsuit filed
by then-sophomore Sally
Frank.

Imagine: We'll be able to sit
at the table instead of only
serve—or merely stand and
wait.

HAIL THE MEDIA
POLICE
From an article inNYNews-
day: Conservatives are
mounting a new attack on
the BBC, including the
charge that it is turning
conservatism into a dirty
word.

The British Broadcasting
Corp. denies the charges and
says it won't be cowed. Nor-
man Tebbit, who, as govern-
ing Conservative Party
chairman from 1985 to 1987,
spearheaded battles with the
BBC, alleges the corporation

is permanently in the thrall
of the left.

"The word 'conservative' is
now used by the BBC as a
portmanteau word of abuse
for anyone whose political
views differ from the insuf-
ferable, smug, sanctimoni-
ous, naive, guilt-ridden, wet,
pink orthodoxy of...the
1960s," Tebbit declared, in
an address at Oxford Uni-
versity.

"To my astonishment, I
find from the BBC that
Stalin and Brezhnev were
'conservatives'. I had thought

RABBITS
REDUX
From a piece by Adrienne
Ward in Advertising Age:

In anAdvertisingAge study
conducted by the Gallup
Organization, 60 percent of
the 1,000 adults surveyed
claim they oppose animal
testing on cosmetics and
toiletries, and 89 percent say
they would purchase prod-
ucts that are not tested on
animals.

But while the majority
oppose such testing proce-
dures, nearly half the re-
spondents do not know if
the products they use are
tested on animals. This di-
chotomy suggests marketers
are not providing enough

they were communists,"
quipped Tebbit, a close col-
league of Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher.

The argument about ter-
minology is at the center of a
larger Tory complaint about
the BBC and its radio divi-
sion's flagship current af-
fairs program, "Today",
which runs daily for two
hours.

A report by the Media
Monitoring Unit, which is
funded by conservative
businessmen, said that in a
two-week period of January

there was "a serious failure
to meet acceptable standards
of impartiality in 12 news
items."

The report, commissioned
by the right-wing Daily Ex-
press newspaper, attracted
widespread publicity —
partly because of the impor-
tance of the program. "To-
day" has a daily audience of
six million, not far behind
the television evening news
programs. Regular listeners
include Thatcher.

Sounds like home, doesn't it?

information in advertising
and on packaging to influ-
ence consumers buying
decisions.

As environmental con-
cerns gain space in the
media and importance
among consumers, animal
testing has become a mar-
keting strategy with some I
cosmetics and toiletriesH
companies. In the past
year, Revlon Inc., Avon Prod-
ucts and Unilever-U.S. sub-
sidiaries Chesebrough-
Pond's and Faberge Inc.
dropped animal testing
while Mary Kay cosmetics
and Amway Corp. issued a
moratorium on the practice.
Most received extensive
publicity for their actions.

Even so, 88 percent of con-
sumers surveyed say they
are unaware of any cosmet-
ics or toiletries marketers
that have stopped animal
testing in the past year.
This suggests that while
consumers may oppose
animal testing they are not
dedicated to following the
issue.

Women, the primary pur-
chasers of cosmetics and
toiletries are more opposed
to animal testing on such
products than men; 68 per-
cent of women oppose it vs.
52 percent of men.

Consciousness raising
doesn't happen overnight; at
least it is happening.
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BREAKING

Women and Minorities
in the Sciences

Women and minorities are rare in the sciences.
Why? And what can be done about it?

On the Issues Interviews Paul E.
Gray, President, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) and
Shirley M. McBay, Dean for Stu-
dent Affairs, MIT

On The Issues (OTI): What percent of the
undergraduate population do women
make up at MIT? Has this increased
during the time you've been president?
Paul E. Gray (PEG): More than a third of
our undergraduates are women, with
the senior class at nearly 35 percent.
That is a new high watermark for MIT.
Ten years ago, when my term as presi-
dent began, the range was 16-18 per-
cent. Twenty years ago it was less than
10 percent and 40 years ago when I was
a student here, women were practi-
cally invisible. In my freshman class of
about 800 individuals, there were 13
women. In those years the number of
women was set essentially by quota
and the quota was whatever we could
house. There was one dormitory for
women, a row house on Bay State
Road in Boston. Then in the early
1960s, an alumnus, Katherine Dexter
McCormick, gave us money for
McCormick Hall, the first women's
dormitory. That raised the number of
women in the entering class. The big
increase came in the late '60s, when
the second McCormick Hall was built,
and a number of dormitories which
had housed only men were opened to
women.

OTI: You said that women were practi-
cally invisible when you were an under-
graduate. What was the attitude of
your classmates toward women?
PEG: There were so few women at MIT
that most MIT undergraduates never
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addressed the question.
OTI: As president of MIT, you have
made quite an effort to recruit women.
What influenced you in that decision?
PEG: Our society does not educate
enough young people of college age and
college ability for careers in science
and engineering compared with other
industrialized societies, for example
West Germany or Japan. One way of
attacking that problem is to make it
clear that these are careers which are
possible, attractive and desirable for
women as well as men. The tradi-
tional—meaning pre-1970s—exclusion
of women from these careers, particu-
larly engineering, does not serve the
nation very well. The Chinese say that
women hold up half the sky. That ought
to be true in these fields of endeavor as
well as in other areas. You can say,
well, MIT is only one place, and you
haven't increased the total size of the
student body very much over 10 years,
so you haven't made enough of a differ-
ence in the total number of women and
men now studying science or engineer-
ing. Given that we are something of a
model for science and engineering
education, and that MIT traditionally
has played a disproportionate role in
preparing people who go on to faculty
careers in these fields, a change of this
kind in our student body has had great
leverage.
OTI: What about women on the faculty
at MIT?
PEG: Twenty-five years ago, out of a
faculty of 800 there were about half a
dozen women. Now with a faculty of
about 950, there are about 95 to 100
women. Much of that change occurred
prior to my presidency, and we have

not made enough progress in the last
10 years. On the 21-member Academic
Council, which is the governing aca-
demic body at MIT, there are now five
women.
OTI: What factors hold women back in
science and engineering?
PEG: I think it begins with a set of
widely-shared public attitudes about
what is acceptable or appropriate for
women and men to do. For a long time,
the attitude has been that women don't
do science, or more narrowly, women
don't do mathematics. I think that
prejudice begins very early, probably
at junior high school or earlier. A girl
who seems to do well and be interested
in math encounters a fair amount of
discouragement from the culture. Fif-
teen years ago I had a freshman ad-
visee, a young woman who had come
to MIT from Dorchester High School,
and she had decided in her junior year
that she wanted to come here. Her
guidance counselor told her, "You can't
go there, it's men only." My advisee
knew that that was not the case, and
when she showed the counselor a cata-
log that proved there were women at
MIT, her counselor said, "Well, no self-
respecting girl would want to go there,
it just isn't done." She came, she perse-
vered, she got a bachelor's degree in
electrical engineering and she's now
employed as an engineer.
OTI: Do people see it as "unfeminine,"
or do they think women can't do math
and science?
PEG: I don't know what the social roots
are, but I think the expressed sense is
not that women can't do it, but that
they shouldn't — it's not feminine.
OTI: Do you think women have particu-



lar difficulties in math and science?
PEG: Sheila Tobias, an educator, did a
lot of research on math anxiety in
women in both high school and college.
I don't believe there are any gender
differences. There's nothing intrinsic
in the physiology of women that makes
mathematics less accessible or more
difficult, but the social expectations
which begin at a very early age proba-
bly do make a difference.
OTI: What happens when women
graduate from places like MIT? Do
they have the same troubles that
women experience in other fields or do
they have more trouble advancing?
PEG: It's probably a little early to as-
sess any hard evidence because the
majority of female graduates of MIT
who are out there now making their
careers are less than 40 years old,
most of them are less than 35. And we
haven't done any systematic surveys
that would indicate how their careers
are progressing. Anecdotally, I look
around at women I've known here as
students and have stayed in touch
with, and my sense is that they are
moving along in careers, encountering
the same kinds of difficulties as their
male counterparts, with the exception
of the dilemma that arises with the
conflict between career and parenting.
That represents a difficult problem for
women in any field, but it is more
severe in science and engineering,
simply because these fields change so
rapidly. If you're disconnected for five
years, you've got a significant amount
of catch-up to do.
OTI: Are many women who are gradu-
ating in science and engineering going
into teaching?
PEG: Fewer women than you would
expect are continuing on through
graduation to a doctoral degree and
making a start on faculty careers. The
same is true for minorities. If you look
at the graduate student population at
MIT, the numbers are smaller.
OTI: What are they?
PEG: For a woman it's around 20 per-
cent, for minorities it's a little more
than two percent. In part, that's be-
cause at the undergraduate level we
have made a policy decision about
recruiting women and minorities, and
we can implement it because it's a
single coherent process overseen by
one office. At the graduate level, it's 24
separate processes with every depart-
ment doing its own admissions, so it's
harder to influence.
OTI: Do you do anything special to re-
cruit women at the undergraduate
level?
PEG: We do basically the same kind of
thing with women that we do to recruit

young men. We buy from the Educa-
tional Testing Service lists of names of
individuals who have expressed an
interest in our kind of educational
program and who have college board
scores in a range which would make
them sensible applicants. These are
generally high school juniors. Then we
send them information about MIT
which generates preliminary applica-
tions.
OTI: Are the figures of women who
graduate from MIT the same as for
men?

For a long time,

the attitude has

been that women

don't do science...

PEG: Yes. About 10 years ago we took a
very close look at the numerical deter-
minants that compared women's expe-
rience at MIT with men's experience,
because there was some concern at
that time that women were not being
represented to the same degree in some
activities, such as the professional
honorary societies. The results showed
that on all the dimensions you could
think of — grades, graduation rates,
participation in honorary societies,
extra-curricular activities—there were
no significant differences in participa-
tion and success rates for men and
women. The only significant difference
that emerged was that women were
proportionately more involved than
men in intercollegiate athletics. Our
admissions office indicates that SATs
slightly underpredict the actual per-
formance of women and slightly over-
predict that of men. Perhaps more im-
portantly, MIT studies show that even
though MIT women have slightly lower
math scores, they perform as well as
men in final exams and have a higher
graduation rate — around 90 percent.
OTI: What should we do to recruit more
women in science and engineering to
schools like MIT?
PEG: Coming to a place like this re-
quires three years of science and four
years of mathematics in high school. If
you look at the junior high school and
high school pipeline, I think you will
find that young women begin to drop
out of the stream earlier on and at a
greater rate than young men do. That
means there is some built-in difference
among 11th and 12th graders in terms

of who can even apply — not only here,
but to any program that's science or
engineering based.
OTI: So we have to make the effort to get
women involved in science and math
earlier.
PEG: Yes.
OTI: Do you think we're going to see a
lot more women in science in the fu-
ture?
PEG: I think the trends that we've seen
now for 20 or 30 years are likely to
continue. The numbers at a place like
MIT are not likely to grow until we can
address the questions of what happens
in high school.
OTI: Is this different in industrialized
societies in which scientists in general
are revered — in Japan, Korea, or
Germany?
PEG: Women are certainly less repre-
sented in the professions in Germany
or Japan than they are here, including
engineering and science. In Japan
there's a very fixed set of culturally-
based ideas about what is appropriate
for women to do and not do. It borders
on the impossible for a woman to make
a career in science or engineering there.
In my travels to Japan, I've encoun-
tered only one woman executive, an
engineering manager in an electronics
company called Oki Electric in Tokyo.
She's the first one in 15 years of visits.
For all the flaws in American society,
which tends to make gender-based
distinctions, they are enormously more
powerful in Asian societies, and my
impression is in some European socie-
ties as well.
OTI: Do you think women feel good
about their experience at MIT?
PEG: That's hard to answer because I
think that most MIT students don't
feel very good about their experience
while they're at it or soon after they
finish. Many MIT students will say
that the place was a grind, and they're
not sure they would want to do it again.
Interestingly, if you talk to them when
they're back home—even while they're
students — their attitude seems a little
more tolerant and a little softer. I don't
know whether women feel differently
about it, but I'd be surprised if they
were more positive about their experi-
ence than men are.
OTI: How do men feel about the women
students here?
PEG: I think that most of the men rec-
ognize that participation of women in
this setting and in the kinds of careers
that they're going to move into is the
way things are, and they accept that.
And I think many foreign students —
not all, but many — bring their cul-
tural attitudes about the place of women
to MIT and that leads them to behave
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in ways which their women associates,
foreign or otherwise, regard as ex-
tremely sexist. That gets particularly
troublesome when the foreign student
male is a teaching assistant and has
women in the class. I hear enough
about that to believe that's a real issue.
OTI: What can you do about that?
PEG: We try to sensitize people, raise
consciousness. Occasionally situations
will come to a point where we can deal
with it directly, that is, somebody will
say, "look, I think this is intolerable
and I want action." Then we try to deal
with it. There's a lot of concern at the
moment about sexual harassment and
one of my dilemmas in trying to under-
stand and deal with those issues is
that very often the people who feel
harassed are not willing to carry it
through to the point of acting on it. I
understand that it's difficult, it's pain-
ful, and requires an involvement in the
process which is confrontational and
contentious. But unless it gets to that
point, there's often not a lot we can do
about it.
OTI: A Harvard Law School professor
says there wasn't much sexism there
until they had admitted a lot of women.
When there was one woman there was
no problem, when there were three
women, there was no problem, when it
got to 30 percent they had a real prob-
lem. What do you think you can do to
raise consciousness about things like
that?
PEG: I want to pick up that comment
about Harvard. Was there a problem
at MIT when two percent of the stu-
dents were women? I think there was a
serious problem. In those years, when
there was a quota imposed by housing,
women as a group were considerably
better qualified than men, simply be-
cause the threshold — the cut level —
was higher. Nevertheless, women did
not thrive here in those years. Their
graduation rate was lower, their grades
on the whole were lower, they did not
have as successful an experience at
MIT as their male counterparts. I be-
lieve that was because there was no
community, there was no sense of
support, there was no sense that what
they were doing was a sensible, appro-
priate thing and it was all right for
them to do well. If the case was that
when we had two percent women, they
did not achieve at the level you would
have expected, and when we got up to
10,20,30 percent women, these differ-
ences disappeared, that suggests a
manifestation of a kind of sexism in the
community. It may not be the overt
kind of a man putting a woman down
because he feels threatened by her, but
that when you have just a small repre-

sentation, I think people sense their
precariousness and don't do well. All
we can do, through the academic lead-
ership of the place, through the deans
and the department heads and lab
directors, is to keep making the point
that this organization needs to behave
in a way which is even-handed and fair
with respect to all here — minorities,
women, men. You have to keep putting
before them enough examples of the
kind of behavior that's unacceptable so
that people realize that some of these
things are quite subtle and may be
unintentional, and have to be changed.

Interview with MIT Dean of Stu-
dent Affairs Shirley M. McBay
OTI: Are the problems in science today
the same for women and minorities?
Shirley M. McBay (SMM): There are some
similarities, but there are distinct dif-
ferences. The Committee on Equal
Opportunities in Science and Engineer-
ing, which I chaired at the National
Science Foundation, recently submit-
ted a report to Congress that lists the
factors that are most important in the
selection of science and engineering
majors. When you look at the prepara-
tion of women and minority students,
in terms of which science and math
courses they've taken, you can see the
similarities.
OTI: You mean women and minorities
don't take advanced courses?
SMM: Right. They don't take the most
advanced courses, because they often
are not encouraged to take them.
There is a difference along socioeco-
nomic and status lines. In courses
ranging all the way up from Algebra
I to calculus, there is no distinct
difference in terms of men and women,
but there is a difference in race and
ethnicity. For example, 15 percent of
all Asian-American students have
taken calculus in comparison with six
percent of all male students and five
percent of all female students.
OTI: In what population?
SMM: In high school graduates who
had taken college preparatory mathe-
matics courses.
OTI: Did they distinguish between male
and female Asian-American students?
SMM: No, unfortunately not, but if you
look at the science courses taken by
high school graduates, you see a differ-
ence between women and men. For
example, 15 percent of all male stu-
dents had taken Physics I, but only
eight percent of female students had
studied it. However, if you look by race
and ethnicity, 27 percent of Asian-
American students had taken Physics
compared to 11 percent of all students.
OTI: What are the factors that make

Asian-American students more likely
to take the harder courses?
SMM: I think it has to do with the kind
of emphasis placed at home.
OTI: You mean the culture encourages
them.
SMM: Right. It does not encourage
women, white or Black, or Black men.
There is also a distinction along socio-
economic lines; the students in reme-
dial courses tend to be from a lower
socioeconomic status. Those in ad-
vanced courses are in higher socioeco-
nomic groups. Students who come from
lower income families are generally in
schools that have the least resources.
Their teachers have less experience
and the facilities in which they are
studying tend to be in very poor condi-
tion. They don't have laboratories, for
example. They have the bare mini-
mum. They don't have enriching after-
school experiences — trips to muse-
ums and things that more affluent
children are used to. Poor minorities
are groups that have been considered
historically underserved: American
Indians, Black-Americans, Mexican-
Americans and Puerto Ricans.
OTI: Are there different factors that are
discouraging to Blacks, other under-
represented minorities and women in
terms of going into science?
SMM: That implies that women and
minorities are not overlapping. I want
to emphasize that minority women,
especially minority women who are
trying to study science and mathemat-
ics, not only have the barriers of being
female in a tough discipline, but they
are also minorities. Girls are not en-
couraged to be as inquisitive and ex-
ploratory as boys.
OTI: What other barriers are there for
minority students?
SMM: In some minority communities,
if the student wants to succeed aca-
demically, often that student's peers
discourage her or him and will try to
make the student feel as if she or he
is trying to be different and is accept-
ing standards and perspectives of non-
minorities. That is often phrased,
"acting white." And if you are from a
lower-income family, generally there
are not as many folks around to en-
courage reading and studying every
night. You have situations where the
parents themselves had negative ex-
periences at school. It may be difficult
to sit down and do subject xyz if your
parents cannot help because they've
had negative experiences. Some par-
ents feel that somehow you have to be
born with an innate ability to do math
and science. There is a lot of that in

continued on pg 33
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H.O.M.E.
One Woman's Approach
to Society's Problems
Photos and Text By Helen M. Stummer

W
orrying about my tires
seems appropriate, con-
sistent. No matter what I
do, if it is important or

meaningful, my car runs badly. So
here I am again, bumping and creep-
ing along that rocky, rutted road to
Mandala, worrying about getting a flat
tire. Realistically, once off the main
road, it is only a little over a mile, but
emotionally it seems endless. Man-
dala, symbolizing the universe, total-
ity, and wholeness, is the core founda-
tion of H.O.M.E. (Homemakers Or-
ganized for More Employment) where
Sr. Lucy Poulin, president and founder,
Ellen Moore and Sr. Marie Ahem live.
Many others also live in the converted
barn, or in the adjoining buildings,
that were donated to Sr. Lucy 20 years
ago when H.O.M.E. began.

The H.O.M.E. Co-op is five miles away
in Orland, ME. This is where the saw
mill is located, where crafts are made
and sold, where the learning and day
care centers are, and where the offices
that coordinate the many programs to
aid poor and low-income people are
found. Part of this organization also
consists of "St. Francis Inn," situated
on the road between H.O.M.E. and
Mandala. The Inn serves as a shelter
for battered women and children and
is one of the only "in-house arrest"
prison programs for women in Maine.
Here, children do not have to visit
their mothers in jail, sitting for two
hours at a small table in a room with

10

200 others. At the Inn, mothers can
cook for their children, have picnics,
watch TV — like a real family again.

On the road to Mandala, there are a
few signs that I am not lost. They are
all humbly made. There is also a very
unassuming post and gate that indi-
cates the beginning of Mandala or, as
it is also called, the Sanctuary. Soon
vegetable gardens come into view, as
do chickens, dogs, cats and goats.

To me, it was the five or six goats on
the front porch that seemed the most
unusual. "They're terrible," Lucy said
with love. "They're all over. They eat
everything. We need to shear them for
their wool in the spring, put them on
an island somewhere until the fall,
when we need to shear them again."

This is not my first visit to the Sanc-
tuary. I already feel comfortable see-

Sr. Lucy at
Mandala
(above)

(right) Ellen
Moore, one of
H.O.M.E.'s
mainstays, and
baby Jimmy in
the kitchen at
Mandala
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ing the solid wooden door and hearing
Lucy's welcome as well as baby
Jimmy's. He is now two and has been
living with Lucy since he was only a
few months old.

Today Lucy is wearing her black be-
ret. On other days she wears a blue and
white bandana or a white painter's hat
with "Maine" written on it. Lucy is
always in work clothes. She is always
working, mentally or physically, and
believes in Ghandi's philosophy, "Live
simply, so others may simply live."

There are two small windows
against the kitchen wall in the large
room. Simplicity is the dominant de-
cor. A large table, many straight back
chairs, horse bridles hanging on a
pole, a rocker and flowers are visible.

As we stood in this large and peaceful
room, Lucy talked about the realities
of living and working with people in
need.

"There is so much we have to handle
because of all the children we care for.
There are always so many problems.
At the H.O.M.E. Co-op there is an-
other set of constant crises and finan-
cial problems. It is overwhelming. But
the animals take our minds off it.
There is a skunk that comes in every
night and knows where the cat food is.
I came out last night at 4 a.m. to give
the baby a bottle and the skunk was
busy eating. It never sprays inside,
but it will spray outside if the dogs
bother it. We live together here. Even
the goats, chickens, dogs and cats seem
to get along and hang out together."

Lucy's new room is small but bright
and airy, with a deep sense of quiet
about it. She was beginning to bring in
some furniture and had just hammered
on the wall a beautiful quilt which I
admired. As I took out my camera,

Recently, H.O.M.E.'$ insurance
company dropped them, charg-
ing thai a day care center and
a lumber mill on the premises
made H.O.M.E. "high risk",
though they had made no
claims in 2 0 years. Other
recent misfortunes: Their
historic chapel was demolished
by a truck that crashed into it
and, in a separate incident, all
of the handmade quilts were
stolen. Undaunted, H.O.M.E.
plans to open a free preven-
tive medical center. They
would be grateful for contribu-
tions of over-the-counter
medications, bandages, band-
aids, vitamins, thermometers

| etc. They also need an auditor
illing to donate services.willing t«

Lucy became visibly uncomfortable. I
apologized as I photographed her,
sharing with her my own anxiety over
being in front of the camera.

Focusing our attention back to the
room, Lucy said, "We might as well
look at the quilt as leave it in the chest.
When I was growing up we always
covered the holes with quilts; or, if
the walls weren't thick enough or the
cold was blowing in, we would take one
of our quilts and put it up. We didn't
have doors in our house.

"Sometimes when I speak to a group
they are so hostile about people being

H.O.M.E. grew
out of decisions

which directly re-
flected the needs

of the people

on welfare. I let them finish, and then
I tell them that my mother was on wel-
fare. She had 11 children to bring up.
We were so poor. We thought it was a
rest to go to school because we had to
work so hard at home. We would often
stuff the openings in the wall with
newspaper. Newspaper makes good
insulation. We used knives to stuff
rags in the cracks in our foundation
and that would help keep the cold out."

Lucy's childhood training — to use
whatever was available and not waste
— is reflected throughout the organi-
zation. "We live on very little," said
Lucy. "We use everything."

The saw mill is a good example. It
not only provides lumber for the
houses that H.O.M.E. builds for low-
income people, but the wood is also
used for the many crafts that are sold
in the store. The by-products are sold
or given away to the poor as fire wood
or as sawdust which is used for mulch
and animal bedding.

"Our household has a lot of strain,"
Lucy continued. "Just getting up is a
problem. Right now there is too much
stress. We're trying to change it. The
baby is a full-time job. Any mother
knows that, but in our household we
have three adults, and right now there
are six teenagers who are marginal,
not able to take care of themselves.
They are wonderful." But, as Sr. Marie
said, "We have a wild selection of kids
who live with us. They're good kids; it's

just that they need constant help and
attention. I don't know where they'd be
if they were not with us •— probably in
jail. We're glad to have them, but it's
hard."

"So," said Lucy, "it's get up, take care
of the baby, have prayer and breakfast.
If one of the children gets keyed off it
affects the household. Keeping that
household constant and arranging
transportation — maybe it's too much
to live in a shelter and to work all day
with the same problems at the
H.O.M.E. Co-op. 'Cause it's around the
clock. That's why we're adding on to
the house and making it better. We
need another responsible adult here to
clean and cook and look after things."

Just then, two-year-old Jimmy comes
into the room and Lucy is ecstatic.
Lucy has been trying to get legal guardi-
anship of him from his birth family.
The parents didn't show up for the
hearing. But it seems the judge is
skeptical about life at H.O.M.E. At
their hearing, the judge wanted to
know if this was "parenting by com-
mittee," and if it was "Boys Town
East." In spite of his unprofessional
remarks, he gave Lucy six months
guardianship until the state has had a
chance to come in and investigate
Jimmy's surroundings.

I asked Lucy about her life as a reli-
gious woman, a nun. She said, "I was
26 when I went into the monastery. All
I ever did before that was work my
mother's farm. I worked in factories,
mills and was a maid and a servant. I
was in the monastery for 11 years. We
did anything that got money and we
learned a lot of theology and philoso-
phy. We made shoes because that was
what people came to us for. When the
shoe market collapsed, we went on to
make crafts because that's what we
knew. Then we began to have public
meetings. We wanted an outlet for our
crafts and at the same time we began
to realize what was happening with
poor people, how they couldn't get
health insurance and a host of other
injustices. Poor people lacked knowl-
edge. Many couldn't read, so we started
a literacy program." H.O.M.E. grew
out of decisions which directly reflected
the needs of the people.

"My Order didn't approve of my
wanting to open a craft outlet, so, after
four years of working with the poor, I
was asked to leave the monastery. I
always had a very deep attraction to
spirituality and to our church. I can't
leave my faith — it's a gift, though I
understand, as I have gotten older, the
separation between the system of the
church as an institution and one's spiri-
tuality."
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Lucy settles into an old rocker and
continues. "H.O.M.E. is unique. It's
more like a matriarchal society in the
sense that we're not specialized. This
is a woman's approach to society's
problems. Does a mother ever sepa-
rate what she is doing in her family?
Poor or farm women, especially, do not
understand the need for specializa-
tion. They are concerned with doing
what needs to be done.

"How can you sleep at night when
children are living on the street? How
can you turn someone away who needs
help? We can't.

"Even in the Yellow Pages they don't
know how to list us. We do more shel-
ter than anyone else in the state. We
do more food bank. We are the only
ones who have a thriving lower socio-
economiccommunity.Webuildhouses.
Many people can't understand us be-
cause they come from the overspecial-
ized, patriarchal, educated society. We
do whatever needs to be done for the
human beings who are otherwise being
neglected by our society.

"There is an assumption in our soci-
ety that if you have a college education
you know how to run things. At
H.O.M.E. we don't have that assump-

Jake and Arlene say thai things
are "pretty good now that we
have jobs." She works in day
care, he upkeeps the grounds.

tion. We know how smart the poor are,
even without a formal education. A
self-educated person doesn't get the
deserved credit in our society. I barely
made it through high school and my
office staff are mostly high school
dropouts but they understand the
problems, the spirit of our problems.
They are still connected to their roots.
They are not disconnected from their
humanity. So I don't have to worry
that they will turn away anyone who
comes here for help."

As I leave the Sanctuary, I reflect on
what makes H.O.M.E. work. It is just
what makes government agencies fail.
Homemakers Organized for More
Employment does not have an admin-
istrative mind. They do not shuffle
papers, nor do they have a reverence
for committees, reports or in-depth
studies of social and financial prob-
lems. They know what the problems
are and how to solve them. In fact,
problem solving isn't their problem,
money is.

But H.O.M.E. is working in spite of
the great lack of adequate finances,
and staff feel they could solve our
social problems if they just had the
money that our Defense Department
throws away. In an August, 1989 col-
umn, Jack Anderson quoted a 25-year
Pentagon veteran, "...waste is a way of
life in the Defense Department. It's not
real money to them. It's play money,
funny money."

I am still pondering the lack of frills
as I drive to the St. Francis Inn, the
shelter that Sr. Barbara and Sr.
Lucille manage. As we sit on the
glassed-in porch, they talk about their
concerns for H.O.M.E.

"We struggle with people who are not
able to be hired in first-rate places.
They're marginal people. So we're
always paddling uphill. They're people
ho one else will hire. Wonderful people,
and it's a terrible thing when you have
a hard time paying them. There are
people who come here and learn a skill
and go off, which is what we want. So
we're always starting over. But we
struggle terribly for overhead money,
to pay the bills, to pay the salaries.

"We owe all these people so much
money and then the foundations tell us
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we're not solvent. Well of course we're
not. That's why we need them. We
take in people who have no money. We
struggle to take care of them, to feed
them, to house them, and we want to.
But right now H.O.M.E. is in very dif-
ficult financial straits. We cannot af-
ford the $400 it costs to do a yearly
audit. We desperately need a retired
auditor, somebody to come and help us
do our books, to offer to do the audit for
us. We need that audit, that paper, so
we can present evidence that we are a
struggling corporation.

"Another huge problem is the Blue
Cross/Blue Shield coverage. It is dou-
bling. H.O.M.E. can hardly afford to
pay for it now, but the people need
coverage. They can't afford to pay for
it. In a couple of years, every person
will be paying many thousands yearly
for medical coverage. H.O.M.E. people

The battered women's shelter
provides love, food and counsel-
ing lo those in need.

are lucky if they make four or five thou-
sand a year. And the doctors and AMA
are fighting a National Health Pro-
gram. Something has got to be done."

A few days later, I visit Lucy in her
office at H.O.M.E. The rough, unfin-
ished wood of Mandala also dominates
here. Again, there are no frills, no car-
peting, no anything that would take
money away from solving immediate
problems. The phones are ringing off
the wall. People are coming and going
into the two offices and a kitchen,
where staff and volunteers cook and
eat. It is also a catchall for the continual
stream of people bringing donations,
mostly clothes.

As I see Lucy, between the constant

flow of people, my first question to her
is about government money. "We don't
take government money," said Lucy,
"because then we would have to fit into
those guidelines that the government
requires. And that means we would
have to have someone be responsible
for making sure those guidelines are
kept. We don't want anyone to have to
police anyone else. It would divide us.
So we decided that government money
would be very destructive for our com-
munity.

"We are working to be self-sufficient,

The judge wanted
to know if this

was "parenting
by committee,"

and if it was
"Boys Town East"

not bureaucratic. If we become bu-
reaucratic we won't be H.O.M.E., so we
must depend on donations in order to
survive. We operate on very little, but
we are close to self-sufficiency. It is
getting better. But we must get out
and explain to others what we are
about. We have not been assertive
enough in our fundraising.

"We need people to put their money
into our revolving loan fund or sponsor
a house or land. We can build a house
for $20,000 - $25,000. For those who
would like to invest in our loan fund,
we ask a 30-day notice for withdrawal.
There are also those who have put us
in their wills and, of course, those who
make straight donations to us."

The people at H.O.M.E. are proud of
their many accomplishments, but none
as much as the 14 homes that they
have already been able to build. The
houses are 2000 square feet, designed
for the single parent — one parent
with a child on one side and a parent
with three or four children on the other.
This is not a band-aid answer. It is a
permanent solution, a means of stabi-
lizing the family. "We are committed,"
continued Lucy, "to helping feed, edu-
cate and provide decent low-income
housing to those who would otherwise
be unable to provide themselves with
these basic necessities."

I recalled the words of a young
mother whom I had visited in one of
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