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CARE...
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A JUST AND LASTING PEACE: THE HISTORY OF THE U.S.
PEACE MOVEMENT FROM THE COLD WAR TO DESERT
STORM by Roger C. Peace III

Tells the story of people working together for change, their struggles
against powerful forces in Washington-and their efforts to educate a
populace generally satisfied with the illusions about America's role in
the world.

"Those interested in peace would do well to read A JUST AND
LASTING PEACE if only to put into better perspective all the efforts
that have gone into peace. "--Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, President
Emeritus, University of Notre Dame $14.95 paper

A FAR CRY FROM HOME: LIFE IN A SHELTER FOR HOME-
LESS WOMEN by Lisa Ferrill

"A very important work.'— Jonathan Kozol $10.95 paper

ECO-WARRIORS: UNDERSTANDING THE RADICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT by Rik Scarce

"...intriguing, if sometimes disturbing reading...a fine account for
anyone looking for insight into the global environmental movement."
--The New York Times Book Review $11.95 paper

LIVE THIS BOOK: THE PHILOSOPHY OF ABBIE HOFFMAN
by Ted Becker

Becker explores Hoffman's belief in political empowerment and his
committment to the environment. $11.95 paper

JOYCE ANN BROWN: JUSTICE DENIED

"A moving tale of one woman's faith in herself and belief that justice
would someday prevail." -The Boston Herald $11.95 paper

THE GOOD HEART BOOK: A GUIDE TO VOLUNTEERING
by David E. Driver

Now in paperback, the best step-by-step guide to becoming a
volunteer, includes overviews of social service areas in need and
directories of organizations.

"...one of the most significant books written about social change...read
it and share it."~St. Anthony Messenger $9.95 paper

Noble Press titles are available at fine book-
stores everywhere or direct 1-800-486-7737.

Call for your free catalog.

The U.S. Peace
Movement from the

CoM War
to Desert Storm

Roger C P«oc« III

Noble Press high quality
paperbacks are printed on
acid-free, recycled paper.
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MERLE HOFFMAN
O N T H E S S U E S
I have this fantasy. It's a variation on
that wonderful scene in the movie "Net-
work," when the eccentric, somewhat mad
character played by Peter Finch attempts
to wake the slumbering masses from their
television-caused stupor and into revolu-
tion. He opens his apartment window
and screams: "I'm mad as hell and I'm not
going to take it anymore."

When he starts, he is just a lone voice
crying out in the cavernous wilderness of
Manhattan, but then, slowly, one win-
dow after another opens, until the screen
is full of heads screaming: "I'm mad as
hell and I'm not going to take it anymore."

But in my fantasy, it is women who are
screaming. They are screaming about the
recent Supreme Court decision, commonly
known as the Gag Rule, denying medical
information on abortion to poor women
treated at federally funded clinics.

It could start like a round — beginning
with the 32 million women who have had
legal abortions since 1973, then move on
to all their lovers, friends, husbands,
mothers, fathers, families and, finally, to
all the thousands and thousands of women
still living who risked their lives to have
illegal abortions prior to the Supreme
Court Roe v. Wade decision.

The whole country would be screaming
— a massive constituency of conscience.
But the reality is that it's quiet — too
quiet — and considering the entire state
of women's health in this country, it's far
too passive.

There is a disease festering in the body
politic of American women and it has
been growing for years. The disease is
pandemic, touching all but the privileged
few. Its mode of transmission is govern-
ment edict, Supreme Court decisions,
denial, ignorance, cynicism and lack of
funds and attention from the highest to
the lowest levels of government. It goes
by many names: Racism, poverty, dis-
crimination, but its real face is Medical
Misogyny.

American women are sick, getting sicker
all the time, and unless we do some radi-
cal social surgery, the prognosis is poor.

Women, the majority of health care
consumers, visit physicians 25 percent
more often than men and frequently con-
trol a family's medical decisions.

Most American women are in continual
contact with the health care system
throughout their entire lives. The rela-
tionship of a woman to her doctor is a
powerful, intimate dyad and one that is
started early in life. Many young girls are
taken to the doctor when they begin to
menstruate, and, from that moment on,
are engaged in a passive/receptive role
with an institution that has input, if not

control, of almost all of the reproductive,
sexual and biological events in her life.

From menstruation, choice of birth con-
trol, childbirth, in treatment for cervical
and ovarian cancer, hysterectomies and
mastectomies, depression, addiction,
menopause and, recently, AIDS, women
and doctors are engaged in an ongoing,
unequal and sometimes deadly partner-
ship. This was, and still is, particularly
true for poor and minority women who
lack basic preventive health care and en-
ter the system most frequently in crisis.

As a patient class, women are continu-
ally abused by a Medical Industrial Com-
plex that systematically ignores their
needs. Women are caught among insur-
ance companies, providers, regulators and
government bureaucracies, all moving on
non-parallel tracks. The end result is an
arbitrary and discriminatory health care
environment where women and children
always lose. For example, the National
Institutes of Health spends only 13 per-
cent of its budget on women's health and
routinely excludes women from clinical
studies. When the entire health care sys-
tem is economically driven to reward high-
tech procedures rather than ongoing pre-
ventive care, results are devastating. AIDS
has become the leading cause of death
among women aged 20-39. Syphilis, gon-
orrhea and other STDs are rising expo-
nentially, and according to the CDC, the
rate of ectopic pregnancies (a life threat-
ening condition) nationally in 1987 was
almost four times higher than in 1970.

Twice as many women as men are diag-
nosed with depression and far more are
addicted to prescriptive and non-prescrip-
tive drugs. The incidence of breast and
cervical cancer is on the rise particularly
among low income and minority women,
many of whom are diagnosed in the later

stages when survival rates are far lower.
To make matters worse, women have
become the fastest growing population of
the uninsured.

The lack of attention to women's health
needs is nowhere more blatant than in
the area of reproductive health. The is-
sue of contraceptive use, misuse and de-
velopment is critical, not only in terms of
the millions of unplanned and unwanted
pregnancies American women experience
each year, but in terms of women's health
care in general. It is symbolic of the fact
that women are the majority of health
care consumers in this country yet have
almost nothing to say about how funds or
Research and Development monies are
spent. It is interesting to note that since
the introduction of the Pill and the IUD
in the early 1960s only one fundamen-
tally new contraceptive method,
Norplant, has been approved for use in
the United States. It is even more inter-
esting to note that Norplant costs the
consumer approximately $700 and is not
reimbursed by Medicaid— insuring that
once again poor women are discrimi-
nated against by the medical establish-
ment. The fact that only one new contra-
ceptive was developed in the last 20 years
while, at the same time, millions of dol-
lars were spent developing high tech
devices like artificial hearts, which basi-
cally serve the interests of the research
establishment, point out more clearly
that the words "women's health" are be-
coming an oxymoron. It also points to a
political problem — that of women as a
majority constituency — lacking the
money, clout and political leverage to
have their needs met. The new
abortifacient RU 486, which, usually,
safely and effectively induces abortion
before the ninth week of pregnancy and
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