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ABORTION—EVERY WOMAN'

On behalf of the women of New York City and theipiisffr^throughout this
country and out of love for truth and the desire to/bring it to/light.

We stand here today to affirm the fojojring toferdinal John. O'Connor
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FRONT LINES

GROWING UP FEMINIST
IN THE '40s

When I was young, there were no feminist orga-
nizations to join; in fact, there were very few
people to whom I could express my feelings and
ideas. But I did have two role models: My mother
and Alice Paul.

My mother taught me that it was o.k. for a
woman to work outside the home, even if it wasn't
financially necessary; that she could live an inde-
pendent life, answering only to herself; and, as
sole repairperson in our house, she proved that
there is nothing a man can do that a woman can't
do as well, or better.

Alice Paul, that incredible fighter for women's rights, mother of the E.R.A.,
demonstrated throughout her life that women must never give up the combat, that
we must push on regardless, and that women's battles are rarely won or our
victories secure.

Shortly after N.O.W. was formally incorporated in October, 1966, I became a
member. The stated goal, "to gain true equality for all women...fully equal
partnership of the sexes," sounded wonderful and I couldn't imagine any woman
disagreeing. It was only when I began tabling for the E.R.A. that I discovered that
not all women thought it was such a great idea. To many it meant that
women could be drafted, that they could be responsible for alimony and child
support, that men could expect them to be the main (or sole) wage earners. In short,
it scared the hell out of a lot of women.

Looking back, I can see where we were out of touch. As a mainly middle-class
white women's movement, we didn't recognize that what we wanted was meaning-
less to poor women and women of color. We had no concept of how to address their
needs or attract them to the movement. However, our political consciousness has,
I hope, become more sensitive to their survival issues and today we fight side by
side for subsidized daycare, healthcare and shelter.

Furthermore, it's time to dispel those rumors that we live in a post-feminist era.
The ranks of N.O.W. continue to swell and a new feminist organization, "The Third
Wave," has been formed.lt is composed of young women of diverse backgrounds
and affiliations and,among other challenges, it seeks to create a coalition among
women who have not previously identified themselves as feminists. It is up to these
young women to establish and work toward their own goals, and, hopefully, to
profit from our mistakes, but to keep in mind that not everything we did was wrong.

We struggled through a narrow trail that originally was cut by such women as
Paul, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others, and we widened the
path for those who choose to follow. Now "The Third Wave" of feminists must make
it a real road, one that future generations can navigate more easily.

I think Alice Paul would approve. I know my mother would.

Beverly Lowy
Executive Editor
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