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Join the Celebration!
March is

National Women's
History Month.

Discover
A New World:

Women's History
" W o m e n ' s H i s t o r y 1 1 - a topic that may be unfamiliar, is a whole "new world" of
discovery awaiting you - a long neglected part of our heritage as women and as Americans.

D i s c o v e r a N e w W o r l d - populated by inspiring, courageous, dedicated,
compassionate women from all walks of life who have shaped their families, communities and
the intellectual and artistic climate of their time, but have been ignored by historians because of
their sex.

a N e w W o r l d - of organizations and events that had a major impact on the
social and political institutions of this nation, but have been forgotten because the major players
were female.

a N e w W o r l d - o f possibility for yourself and your children, opened by
the community of active and dynamic women who have come before us.

The National Women's History Project promotes the rediscovery of women's
history in the classroom and community through the development and sale of posters, videos,
biographies, overviews, classroom materials and lots of fun items like coloring books, card
games, coffee mugs, lapel pins, etc.

For a copy of the NWHP's 48-page catalog of multicultural women's history posters, books,
videos and other items for all ages, send $1.00 to:

National Women's History Project, Catalog Request
7738 Bell Road, Windsor, CA 95492
or call 707-838-6000.
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FRONT LINES

Bernadette Devlin
McAliskey
A Woman for All Seasons

The great Irish playwright Sean O'Casey filled his
plays with women who were strong, outspoken
and indomitable. Faced daily with the bitter
struggle to survive in a strife-torn land, his women
were Ireland's backbone: Steadfast, braver and
more resourceful than the men. How he would
have loved Bernadette Devlin McAliskey.

If Margaret Thatcher was the "Iron Maiden,"
Devlin McAliskey can be called the "Woman of
Steel." Well-tempered, durable and forever
uncorrodible, Devlin McAliskey generates a heat
that can either burn or become a source of energy.

This heroic woman can be said to embody the true spirit of Irish unity, a
woman who works ceaselessly toward securing an entirely independent Ireland,
and one who will not rest so long as her nation remains divided. And this knowing
full well she's a target for Loyalist hatred.

In 1981, that hatred nearly killed her. As British troops were watching her house,
Loyalist gunmen entered — by the front door! — while she and her family were
sitting around the breakfast table. As her terrified children looked on, the gunmen
fired a round of shots, severely wounding Devlin McAliskey and her husband, then
calmly left. That she and her husband survived the attack is nothing short of a
miracle. She was left with a permanent limp and suffers pain to this day.

Many people would have given up at this point. Instead, she came back more
determined and with an even more powerful voice. Interestingly, she chose not to
discuss this barbarous incident in her interview with us, although she spoke a great
deal of the brutality and violence rife in Northern Ireland.

An ardent feminist and advocate of reproductive choice, Devlin McAliskey's
activism and outspokenness have not gained her popularity points among many of
her own people. Antichoice literature has been circulated calling her a "babykiller,"
which she shrugs off as she denies it. Her work against discrimination and
oppression is as often for the rights of women as it is against the wrongs inflicted on
her country. Indeed, she speaks out for the rights of all people, in all countries,
including the United States.

This Bernadette has her own song: The song of freedom, all over her land. And
everyone's land.

Beverly Lowy
Executive Editor
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MERLE HOFFMAN ON THE ISSUES will not
appear in the Winter edition of our publication. At
press time, Merle Hoffman is in Moscow where she
was invited to head an interdisciplinary medical team
from CHOICES for a ground-breaking meeting with
Russian physicians and feminists on the latest
innovations in women's reproductive health care.
One goal of the meetings will be to find ways to
apprise Russian women and girls of birth control
methods in a society where contraceptives
are not produced and not socially accepted. On
average, every woman born in Russia has four or five
abortions during her childbearing years, while
40,000 girls under 17 years of age have abortions
every year. It is estimated that there are 1 8 million
abortions per year; 7 million state-sponsored
abortions, usually administered without anesthesia;
and another 8-9 million "illegal" abortions done by
physicians in women's homes, where a few rubles can
buy some type of anesthetic.

the exchange is being hosted by the Moscow
Gynecological Teaching Hospital #53, and the
Russian Feminist publishing houses of Culture and
Traditions and Charm magazines. An in-depth column
of Merle Hoffman's experiences in Russia will appear
in our Spring 1993 issue.

PRO-CHOICE
CHOICE.

MOST businesses think repro-

ductive choice is none of their

business. We don't agree.

We're Working Assets Long

Distance. Every time you call, we

proudly send money to groups

like Planned Parenthood, NARAL

and the Ms. Foundation...at no

cost to you.

By contrast, AT&T8

canceled its funding of Planned

Parenthood under pressure from

anti-choice groups.

Of course, we also complete

your calls to almost anywhere in

the world, at base rates lower than

AT&T, MCf and Sprint8.

So why give your money to

the wrong choice, when you can

easily use a phone company that's

pro-choice?

WORKING ASSETS
Long Distance

1-800-CITIffiN
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TALKING FEMINIST
bell hooks

Thinking Past
Censorship
Having the courage to
criticize our allies

i
n the early years of the
contemporary feminist move-
ment, solidarity between women
was often equated with the
formation of "safe" spaces where

groups of presumably like-minded
women could come together, sharing
ideas and experiences without fear of
silencing or serious challenge. Groups
sometimes disintegrated when the
speaking of diverse opinions led to
contestation, confrontation, and
sometimes out-and-out conflict. It was
common for individual dissenting voices
to be silenced by the collective demand
for harmony. Non-conforming voices
were at times punished by exclusion
and ostracization.

Before it became politically acceptable
to discuss issues of race and racism
within feminist circles, I was one of
those "undesirable" dissenting voices.
Always a devout advocate of feminist
politics, I was from the start also a
harsh critic. One powerful lesson that I
learned from hanging in there and not
allowing myself to be pressured by
punishment to give up on feminist
struggle was that any progressive
political movement grows and matures
only to the degree that in theory and
practice it passionately welcomes and
encourages diversity of opinion, new
ideas and critical exchange.

This remains true for the feminist
movement, and it is no less true for the
Black liberation struggle. In the
heyday of the civil rights and Black
power movements, folks were often
"excommunicated" if they did not
simply support the party line. (This was
even more true in white male-
dominated "left" political circles).
Censorship of dissenting voices in
progressive circles often goes unnoticed.

Radical groups are often so small that it
is easy to use covert tactics to punish
members expressing conflicting views.
Usually, repression is enforced by
powerful members of the group
threatening punishment, the most
common being some form of
ostracization or excommunication. This
may take the form of no longer including
a dissenting individual's thoughts or

Feminist
solidarity must

include a space for
rigorous critique,

for dissent

writings in relevant discussions, and
especially publications. It may mean
excluding them from important
meetings. And, in some cases, it may
mean a consistent effort behind the scenes
to verbally cast doubt on their credibility.

Marginalized groups often fear that
dissent, especially if it takes the form of
public critique, will play into the hands
of dominating forces and undermine
support for progressive causes.
Throughout the history of Black struggle
against racism there has been major
disagreement over whether or not we
should rigorously critique one another,
especially in racially integrated
contexts. Efforts to censor criticism
surface whenever marginalized groups
are overly concerned with presenting a
"positive" image to the dominant group.
Most recently, the outcome of the
Thomas hearings shows how misguided
Black folks can be if we suppress dissent

and critique in favor of a narrow notion
of racial solidarity. As Clarence Thomas
uses the power invested in him as a
member of the Supreme Court to curtail
human rights, and to stand in the way
of racial justice and the struggle against
sexism, those who felt it was more
important to support the "brother"
because white folks were out to get him
— if they are at all progressive — must
see the error of their ways. We will
never know what the outcome of those
hearings might have been had powerful
Black leaders all over the United States
collectively called for mass support to
resist this appointment.

Even though the Thomas hearings
forced the American public to confront
issues of race and gender, many Blacks
(especially men) closed ranks to
uncritically support Thomas, just as
many feminists closed ranks to support
Anita Hill. The essay I wrote on the
hearings published in Z magazine,
which suggested that we needed to look
critically at both individuals and their
political allegiances, led many of my
feminist comrades (especially Black
women) to tell me that the piece should
not have been written. A longtime Black
feminist comrade accused me of having
temporarily lost my mind, as she felt my
critique of Hill was a betrayal of feminist
solidarity. Again and again I insist that
feminist solidarity rooted in a
commitment to progressive politics must
include a space for rigorous critique, for
dissent, or we are doomed to reproduce
in progressive communities the very
forms of domination we seek to oppose.

The negative responses I received
about the essay on the Thomas hearings
(now published in my most recent book
Black Looks), called to mind other
incidents where friends and comrades
have attempted to censor my viewpoint.
A couple of years back, I wrote a critical
piece on the work of a major Black
woman writer. Talking about this piece
while it was still in process with
prominent Black women scholars/
comrades, I was taken back when I was
told that it was not a good idea for me to
write it, that the writer would be

continued on pg 58
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WIN SOME • LOSE SOME A Compiled Adaptation of News Items
with Editorial Commentary by Beverly Lowy

BACK TO SLAVERY
SherylWuDunn.N.y. Times:
As Chinese society focuses
more on profit than on equal-
ity, and as communist mo-
rality loses its influence,
women are in some cases los-
ing the ground they gained
in the Maoist years.

More now than under Mao
Zedong, they are being dis-
criminated against jobs, in
housing, in land allocation.
Physical attractiveness has
become a crucial factor in
hiring women. Women are
increasingly used as orna-
ments in the office, or as lures
to bring in business.

The proportion of women in
the most powerful positions
has declined. And traditional
practices that the commu-
nists had essentially elimi-
nated, like the selling of
women as wives, have reap-
peared on a significant scale.

And from Jessica Neuwirth,
director of Equality Now:

In rural China, the bride
price paid to the bride's fam-
ily makes it two to three times
more expensive to marry a
wife than to buy one from a
trafficker. In the first 10
months of 1990,11,689 cases
of trafficking were reported.

A BLACK & WHITE
ISSUE
DeniseMourges,iV. Y. Times:
Marilyn Church, a former
fashion illustrator, began
courtroom drawing in 1973.

During the trial of the at-
tackers of the Central Park
jogger, court artists were for-
bidden to draw the victim.
Church said: "We weren't told
when she was going to take
the stand until the last
minute. And on the days
she did, we weren't even al-
lowed to take our art sup-
plies into the courtroom.
But we weren't told anything

when the victim in the St.
John's [University students']
trial took the stand. It was
amazing.

"She was Black, and the
defendants were white,"
Church said. "She was an-
other rape victim, but she
was treated so differently.
None of us thought that draw-
ing her was the right thing to
do, so we didn't. In this case
the press, which has been
very much maligned, brought
fairness to the system."

Justice, it seems is blind —
but not color blind.

OF WOMAN &
MOVIES
Terry Pristin, the L.A.
Times: Like the far more
commercial "A League of
Their Own," one of the
past summer 's biggest
hits , and "Fried Green
Tomatoes," last winter's
sleeper,"Enchanted April"
is concerned with the
way women relate to one
another, with men assum-
ing a secondary place in
the films' preoccupations.

Despite these recent
successes, such films are
rare. The British director

Many women who are kid-
napped for trafficking are
beaten, raped or gang raped
by traffickers—most on their
first night in captivity. They
may be as young as 13.

In China, "huan qin" is the
exchange of wives: Families
trade unmarried daughters
to provide wives for their sons,
either because they cannot
afford the bride price or be-
cause their sons are unable to
find brides by reason of men-
tal or physical disabilities.

Bride trades and arranged
marriages also account for a
great number of young sui-
cides in China. In Jia County
in Henan Province, based on
data collected in 1989, it was
estimated in one village that
women account for 95 per-
cent of the attempted sui-
cides treated in the village
hospital and 70 percent are
younger than 30. Many of
the women are single and
imminently facingmarriage.
In Laohe Village, a 19-year-
old girl drank pesticide to
avoid being exchanged for a
bride for her 30-year-old un-
married brother.

The fall of communism seems
to have led to an even greater
fall in women's rights.

Mike Newell believes that
the dearth of women-ori-
ented themes has helped
to boost "Enchanted
April."

"I don't think that it
has anything to do with
sexual politics but it al-
most certainly has to do
with an incredible over-
looking of 50 percent of
the audience," Newell
said.

The same 50 percent
that's overlooked every
time the goodies are
handed out.
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ATTACK OF THE
KILLER LANDFILL
Elaine Rivera, N. Y. Newsday:
Dr. Louis Grecco, chairman
of the public health commit-
tee for the Richmond County
Medical Society, Staten Is-
land NY, says doctors have
reported an increase over the
past six years in the number
of babies born with deformi-
ties, including missing fin-
gers and limbs or cleft pal-

ates. Grecco says that out
of the approximately 3,000
babies born on Staten Is-
land each year, the num-
ber with deformities has
jumped from 30 to about
50 since 1986.

Doctors on Staten Island
have also seen an increase in
the number of respiratory
ailments such as asthma and
allergies over the last five
years, Grecco says.

"We have been getting com-
plaints from dermatologists,
oncologists — doctors from
every specialty," Grecco says,
"who are saying that they're
seeing more patients than
ever before with diseases re-
lated to the environment."
Fresh Kills landfill on Staten
Island is the world's largest
garbage dump.

City and state officials say
there is no evidence that toxic

chemicals are leaching out of
the landfill or poisoning the
Staten Island air. "We've
never seen any evidence that
what comes out of the land-
fill would cause illness," says
city Sanitation Commis-
sioner Emily Lloyd.

We wonder what those offi-
cials would say if the land-
fills were moved to their
backyards.

THE UNDRESS CODE
FOR WOMEN
News Dispatch: The Sands Ca-
sino in Atlantic City, NJ is ac-
cused in a lawsuit of discrimi-
nating against women by for-
cing cocktail waitresses to
wear sexy clothes while letting
male waiters dress comfortably.

The Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission in
Philadelphia, which filed on
behalf of Anna Grimes, says
it's the first case of its kind
brought against a casino.

Grimes, who still works at
the Sands, says she was
forced to be scantily dressed
and wear five-inch heals that
hurt her feet. Men may wear
tuxedos and sneakers or
other low shoes.

Those who enforced the regu-
lation should be condemned
to a month of carrying trays
in tight short skirts, low-cut
bodices and five-inch heels.
Nothing less is sufficient pun-
ishment.

A NATION OF
UN-CARED-FOR
CHILDREN
Michael Ryan, Parade Maga-
zine: Every day in America,
millions of parents struggle
to find ways and means to
provide care for their chil-
dren while they go to work or
school. Today, two-thirds of
mothers work outside the
home. One-quarter of the
kids in this country live with
only one parent. An esti-
mated 23 million children
require childcare.

Of those kids, 8.3 million go
to licensed daycare settings
that are inspected and re-
quired to meet minimum
standards for health, safety

and educational content.
That leaves 14.7 million chil-
dren in unlicensed settings.
Some will get first-rate care
with highly motivated care-
takers. But others will go to
substandard settings where
they may run the risk of fire
or accident and, in some
cases, abuse. Still others have
no regular childcare. Their
parents must depend on a
shifting network of friends
and relatives, and sometimes,
in desperation, even leave
their children unsupervised.

Childcare experts report
that obtaining good day care
is a nationwide problem. It is
frequently either in short sup-
ply, not up to standards or

out of reach financially. "I
call it a 'trilemma,'" said
Arlyce Currie of Bananas,
an Oakland, CA resource
center for parents.

In France, a mother would
have received free prenatal
healthcare, been granted
maternity leave and her chil-
dren would have been eli-
gible for government-spon-
sored preschools. In more
than 100 countries, parents
would be entitled to parental
leave from their jobs to en-
sure their children were prop-
erly cared for.

In the U.S., "family values"
are a precious commodity —
only the rich can afford them.
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A CLARENCE
THOMAS RIPPLE
EFFECT
N.Y. Times News Brief: The
former supervisor of the
medical records unit at the
Veterans Affairs Medical
Center in the Bronx, NY, was
indicted by a Federal grand
jury on charges that he sexu-
ally abused five coworkers

over a year. The charges
were filed, prosecutors said,
after the man's fifth victim
told the authorities he had
raped her.

The former supervisor,
Gregory A. Saunders, 28
years old, was charged with
rape and sodomy in the
attack on the woman, de-
scribed in the indictment

as his most recent victim.
Some of the four women

said they did not come for-
ward earlier because
Saunders said they would
lose their jobs if they re-
ported the attacks, inves-
tigators said. One woman
said that she had intended
to report the attack but
changed her mind after the

Senate voted to reject the
testimony of Anita F. Hill,
the law professor who said
that Clarence Thomas,
then a Supreme Court
nominee, had sexually ha-
rassed her.

One more disgrace the white
males of our government have
to answer for.

A MEATLESS MISSION
IN MOSCOW
News Dispatch:

Animal rights advocates
served up a course of U.S.-
style political activism out-
side the Moscow McDonald's.

About a dozen demonstra-
tors, including one dressed
as a cow, handed out 100
vegetarian burgers during
the lunchtime protest to dis-

suade people from patroniz-
ing the gleaming fast-food
palace. Most of the soybean
sandwiches, however, were
snapped up not by potential
customers but by the Gyp-
sies, beggars and streetwise
teenagers who usually sur-
round the Golden Arches.

Well, at least they were eat-
ing healthily and humanely.

THE NIGER
WITCHHUNT
News Dispatch: In Zinder,
Niger, hundreds of people
attacked bars and bordellos
usedby women accused of caus-
ing a drought, the official Niger
Press Agency said. Police
imposed a curfew after the
mob injured three people.

The mob was urged on by
marabouts—charlatans who
claim to be Muslim holy men
— who said the women's "in-
decent" dress and conduct
were responsible for lower-
than-normal rainfall this
year.

It's amazing how quickly men
will accept that women are
responsible for every ill that
befalls them.

ANOTHER GULF
WAR ATROCITY
An AP Dispatch: The Army
has decided to court-martial
an Army sergeant accused of
sexually assaulting a woman
in his unit during the Per-
sian Gulf war.

The defendant, Sgt. 1st
Class David J. Martinez of
Alburquerque, NM who is on
active duty in Fort Bliss, TX,
was charged with one count
of forcible sodomy, one count
of indecent assault and four
counts of making false state-
ments concerning the accu-
sations by the woman, Spe-
cialist Jacqueline Ortiz of
Sapello, NM, a reservist with
whom he was assigned last
year in Saudi Arabia.

Martinez will face a gen-
eral court-martial, the high-
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est level of criminal proceed-
ing in the military.

Ortiz, 28 years old, was
among a group of women who
testified last summer before
a United States Senate com-
mittee about sexual attacks
against them. Ortiz said at
that hearing that she had
immediately reported the
attack but that officers had
ignored her complaint.

The Army at first concluded
thatthesexualcontactbetween
herandSergeantMartinezwas
consensual. But it reopened the
case earlier this year at the urg-
ing of Congressman Bill
Richardsonfiximherhomestate.

We think the officers should
also be court-martialed for
their assault on Ortiz' verac-
ity and dignity.

THE DAY IT RAINED
CONDOMS
News Dispatch: In Septem-
ber, a small plane hired by
an AIDS activist group
dropped scores of condoms
on a maximum-security
prison in eastern Wisconsin.

A statement issued by the
AIDS Coalition to Unleash
Power (ACT UP), said it
dropped the condoms to pro-
mote safe sex and protect

prison inmates from the
AIDS virus.

Associate Warden Greg
Grams said the condoms were
gathered up from the prison
yard in Waupun on Sunday
and Monday and seized as
contraband because they are
banned in state prisons.

A strange ban indeed, con-
sidering that AIDS is ram-
pant in our prison system.



NORTHERN IRELAND
OPPRESSION, STRUGGLE, AND
OUTRIGHT MURDER.
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AN INTERVIEW WTTH BERNADETTE DEVLIN MCALISKEY

BY BETSY SWART

ernadette Devlin
McAliskey is a pioneer
in the campaign for
civil rights in the
North of Ireland. See-
ing herself as a "com-

munity activist," since 1969 she has
consistently worked against discrimi-
nation and oppression in the North of
Ireland and at the age of 21 was elected
MP for Mid-Ulster. Her term lasted from
1969-1974. She now lives in a rural
Nationalist community in County
Tyrone.

Devlin McAliskey was interviewed last
spring by Betsy Swart, contributing edi-
tor to On the Issues. Swart is a doctoral
candidate at the University of Mary-
land and has spent considerable time in
the North of Ireland.

Betsy Swart: What kinds of choices
brought you to the work you do?
Bernadette Devlin McAliskey: Like
many other young people, I became
involved in the civil rights movement in
the '60s when I was a student at Queens
University in Belfast. The civil rights
movement in Northern Ireland was ac-
tually inspired by the Black civil rights
movement [in the United States]. As a
result of my activities, the University
called me before a disciplinary commit-
tee. I was a psychology student, just five

8

weeks short of my exams, and I had
never missed a paper. But they wouldn't
let me sit my exams. So I left the Uni-
versity without a qualification. I actu-
ally thought, "Well, suit yourselves"
because I thought I'd just nip out and
we'd get our civil rights and I'd be back
next year. But now it's some 20-odd
years later and, of course, we never
quite got to the point where I could go
back and do my exams. In terms of
American society, by and large people
make intellectual choices to take up
particular issues. But the very possibil-
ity of making the choice in the first
place is based on the assumption that
you have the socio-economic freedom to
make that choice — which most of the
Nationalist community in Northern
Ireland don't have. So to ask me that,
well, it's like asking a Black person why
they got involved in the Black civil
rights movement. Because it's my life
— the only life I've got.

Can you give us some background
on the abortion controversy in
Southern Ireland regarding the 14-
year-old girl who was raped and
refused permission to go to England
for an abortion?
Those of us who live and work in Ire-
land weren't at all surprised about what
happened. We fought the prolife amend-
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ment in the Constitution when it was
first proposed and we lost. We lost very
heavily. Like America, the southern
state of Ireland has a written Constitu-
tion. Very often, like Americans, the
Irish people are not aware of the respon-
sibility that puts on themselves. People
like to roll around the country in agony
and blame the government for every-
thing. But the Constitution, for all its
weaknesses, clearly defines the people
of Ireland as the sovereign will of the
state. Every adult over the age of 18
must — in a referendum — make deci-
sions on the Constitution. So it's at this
point I fall out with some of my feminist
friends south of the border. Because it
was not the government's fault that the
referendum was passed. It was the
people of Ireland—who voted to put the
prolife amendment into the Constitu-
tion. These were intelligent, sane hu-
man beings who were prepared to go out
and make an adult decision on the basis
of ignorance, prejudice, self-interest or
church-interest. Nobody tortured them
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into it. They went out of their own free
will and consent and voted for preju-
dice. And voted for ignorance. And voted
for hypocrisy. Because it did not affect
them there and then. I worked in Dublin
before the election, and 48 hours before
polling day, Society for the Protection of
Unborn Children (SPUC) put a leaflet
under the door of every home in the
constituency and leafleted every super-
market and mass [in Catholic churches]
in the constituency. The leaflet said
"Bernadette McAliskey Kills Babies."
And this started an argument among
the people working on the campaign
about whether we should back off. People
said, "Now that they've raised it,
Bernadette, go you out and say that
you're against killing babies." And, I
said, "I don'ikill babies. And I am against
killing babies. But I'm not going out
there to accommodate SPUC." But the
amendment got passed. Afterward, all
the things that those of us who had
campaigned against the amendment
believed would happen did happen. The

moral majority have a marked disinter-
est in born children. Once you're born,
your rights are out the window — no
rights for the living! And so finally we
have this unfortunate child who's 14
years of age and is a victim of rape and
is going to England for an abortion.
SPUC took out a high court injunction
to prevent her leaving the country. Her
parents were ordinary people. They /me?
actually left the country; but they were
so intimidated by the court order that
they didn't know they didn't have to
come back! So they came home. And
then they found themselves in the posi-
tion of not being able to leave again. The
matter was ultimately resolved in typi-
cally Irish judicial fashion. The Supreme
Court not only disgraced themselves
judicially, they disgraced themselves
intellectually, and they took the back
door out. They had two choices. The
people of Ireland voted for the imprison-
ment of 14-year-old pregnant girls and
the forcing of them to give birth. That's
what they voted for. And they ought to

have realized that's what they voted for.
The Supreme Court, on the one hand,
shouldhave said, "That's what you voted
for; is that what you want? Or will we
have another referendum?" Alterna-
tively, the court should have said, "There
are two issues here: One is the constitu-
tionality of the prolife amendment and
the other is the freedom of movement.
And this young girl has freedom of move-
ment. If she moves out of this country,
she can do what she likes." They did
neither. They came up with this idiotic
idea that the Constitutional amend-
ment that balanced the life of the child
and the life of the mother could conceiv-
ably be read that the mother might
commit suicide. Therefore, on the basis
that there was a risk to her life, she
would be entitled to have the abortion
in Ireland! So now, in order to get an
abortion in Ireland, which you can get
in spite of the Constitution and the law,
you just have to stand at the top of the
stairs and shout, "I'm going to jump!"
And if you can convince somebody that
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you might indeed jump, then you can
have an abortion! It's hypocrisy in ac-
tion and it's saying to you and me and
every other woman, "It's not that you
have rights. But if you can grovel, if you
can despair, if you can get as far down
into the gutter as I can put you, I, out of
the mercy of my superiority, might al-
low you certain luxuries in this life —
like the right to control your own body.
If you get far enough down and beg for
it in a manner that is sufficiently non-
threatening, then I might allow you
your basic human rights as aprivilege."

What is life like in the North of
Ireland now?
We live all of our lives under constant
military authority. When people come
to Northern Ireland, the first thing they
become aware of is how visibly milita-
ristic the society is — more than they
ever conceived of. It is, of course, pos-
sible within the tourist areas and out-
side of the Nationalist community, to go
to parts of Northern Ireland where the
war is totally invisible. You can go to
parts of Beirut, too, where you don't see
the war. But if you're in the Nationalist
community, what is most striking is
probably that armed soldiers—heavily
armed soldiers — mingle with the pe-
destrian population, taking people in
their rifle sights. Similarly, heavy ar-
mored vehicles mingle with the routine
traffic, but unlike the civilian traffic,
these army vehicles are not required to
obey the traffic laws. The native popu-

"THE PEOPLE

OF IRELAND VOTED

FOR THE

IMPRISONMENT

OF 14-YEAR-OLD

PREGNANT GIRLS

AND THE FORCING

OF THEM TO

GIVE BIRTH"
lation, of course, knows to look first for
the light and second for the military.
But a person coming into the country for
the first time very often learns that the
hard way — as they jump for their lives
out of the way of military vehicles.

The other thing that visitors become
suddenly aware of is the degree of au-
thority these soldiers who are walking
about the streets have. They may stop
any civilian and require that they open
their purse, open their coat, empty their
pockets, give their name, address, iden-
tification, inform the authorities where
they're going, where they're coming
from. People don't have privacy even in
their own homes. If the soldier comes to

the door, they are required to give the
same information. If the soldiers want
to come into the house and search, they
don't require a reason, stated or un-
stated. They don't require a warrant.
Our daily lives are led against a back-
ground of total military authority over
our every movement. There is also a
second level of scrutiny — the mecha-
nized authority which becomes more
visible as you go into the small rural
towns and villages: The surveillance
cameras, the military roadblocks pre-
venting and limiting and controlling
access to town centers and so on. Our
daily lives are also led with the knowl-
edge that it is very difficult to stay on
the right side of this authority—that is,
if you want to exercise any degree of
independent thought or organization.

This military threat extends over the
whole of our lives. There is quite clearly
a shoot-to-kill policy in Northern Ire-
land that does not simply originate at
the military ground level. It is a policy
at the highest level of the British gov-
ernment to use Loyalist death squads
in conjunction with British intelligence
to wipe out political opponents. A num-
ber of people are just murdered outright
— and that's represented as "sectarian"
killing and they're referred to as Catho-
lics or whatever. Others are killed
through what might be called entrap-
ment —which basically means that the
British army sets up known Republican
activists by creating a situation through
which they can kill these persons and

A BRIEF HISTORY OF IRELAND
The English conquest of Ireland was initiated in
1170. The history of Northern Ireland began in the
17th century when the British crown, after sup-
pressing an Irish rebellion, populated much of
Ulster with Scottish and English settlers, giving the
area a Protestant character in contrast to the rest
of Ireland. The question of political separation did
not arise until 1886 when proposals of Home Rule
for Ireland aroused fears in Protestant Ulster of
domination by the Catholic majority in the south.
By World War I, civil war was imminent. The
Government of Ireland Act in 1920 attempted to
solve the problem by enacting Home Rule sepa-
rately for the two parts of Ireland. Protestant
Ulster became the province of Northern Ireland,
but the Irish Free State (now the Republic of Ireland),
established in the remainder of Ireland in 1922,
refused to recognize the finality of the partition.

Sinn Fein, which means "we ourselves," is the
Irish nationalistic movement that triumphed in the
establishment of the Irish Free State. The party
gained control of the government in 1932 and
advocated separation from Great Britain. A few
intransigents merged with the Irish Republican
Army (IRA) whose political arm is still known as
the Sinn Fein.

In the late 1960s, protest by the Catholic minority
against economic and political discrimination led
to widespread violence by the "provisional IRA"
wing on one side and the Ulster Defense Associa-
tion, a Protestant terrorist group, on the other. The
British government sent in troops in 1969, and
assumed direct rule of the province in 1973.
Protestant and Catholic activists rejected several
efforts at power-sharing, and conflict marked by
bloodshed continues.
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then claim, "We thought they were go-
ing to fire. We thought they had guns,
and so on." By and large, the only way
you catch the British army out in
schemes like these is when you have a
situation like that of young Kevin
McGovern. Kevin was shot because his
hair was red. When the British soldiers
saw him coming and they mistook him
for a young, red-haired man whom they
suspected of being active in the Repub-
lican movement, they just shot him.
And they put out a statement saying he
was acting suspiciously, they believed
him to be armed, they thought he was
going to open fire. Now, if it had been
the other young man, their statements
would have had some credibility. But as
it turned out, they had just shot this
young agricultural student who was
not involved in anything political or
doing anything suspicious. They just
shot him as he was walking down the
street in the dark.

Many children have been shot in
Northern Ireland, too, with plastic bul-
lets. Geographically, the West Bank,
South Africa, and Northern Ireland are
the three places where they shoot plas-
tic bullets. Of course, the name "plastic
bullet" gives the general public the im-
pression that these weapons are fairly
harmless. But they actually are very
solid plastic missiles which travel at
high speeds. Their purpose — their
military purpose — is actually to break
people's legs. But if they hit a child in
the head, they crush the child's skull.
And a number of children have been
killed that way.

But news we get here makes it sound
like this military presence is neces-
sary to preserve law and order.
First of all, people in mainstream
America whose source of information
is their daily newspaper and the evening
news on television, by and large have no
awareness of the existence of Northern
Ireland. Because most of the time there
is no news coverage at all. And then
from time to time there is suddenly
some dramatic news coverage that flares
onto the screen when the level of vio-
lence reaches a peak. It might be when
10 people have been killed at once, or
when by rapid succession half a dozen
people have been killed over 48 hours.
Then the networks will showcase that
information with no context other
than this bizarre habit they have of
identifying the religious worship of the

ON THE ISSUES WINTER 1992

"SO NOW, IN

ORDER TO GET AN

ABORTION IN

IRELAND YOU JUST

HAVE TO STAND AT

THE TOP OF THE

STAIRS AND SHOUT,

T M GOING TO

JUMP!'"
person who died! You never hear, for
example, "A Jewish woman crossing
the road was knocked down by a car;" or
"Yesterday a Protestant fell off a build-
ing." But in Northern Ireland, almost
everybody who dies is identified by reli-
gion and that clearly keeps the false
idea in front of people's minds that
Northern Ireland is equivalent with
religious intolerance and religious war-
fare. When people are always identified
by their religion, it's logical to conclude
that they must have been killed because
of their religion. And so it misrepre-
sents the situation.

Much more importantly, people in
America are not aware that there is
legal censorship in Britain and in South-
ern Ireland relating to the North of
Ireland. For example, Sinn Fein, as an
organization, represents half of the
Nationalist community in the North.
People choose democratically to elect
them; they vote Sinn Fein; they choose
to elect them as their political represen-
tatives. But members of Sinn Fein are
not allowed to be interviewed on the
electronic media, and criminal respon-
sibility for being interviewed rests with
the journalist who interviewed them.
Therefore, there is a great deal of pres-
sure on journalists to err on the side of
caution. And rather than interview
people like myself who may, in the course
of an interview, express an opinion that
concurs with one that might be ex-
pressed by an illegal organization, or by
a political organization like Sinn Fein,
journalists choose to play it safe. So
people like myself don't get interviewed
either. And so you have on the one side

no information, and on the other side
totally biased information. For example,
there is not a single newspaper or tele-
vision network in America that has a
correspondent in Ireland, so all their
information comes either from the Brit-
ish media or directly on the wires. And,
of course, the source of the wire stories
is the British Army Headquarters in
Lisburn in Northern Ireland. It should
come with a warning label: "This infor-
mation is censored." For people who
want the truth about what's happen-
ing, the most important thing is for
them to begin to inform themselves
through alternative sources.

What can women here do to reach
out to women in the North of Ire-
land?
In terms of immediate situations, I
think something women in particular
might do is to address themselves to
the plight of women political prisoners.
The women prisoners in Maghaberry
Prison are regularly subjected to the
strip-search procedure for no valid se-
curity reason. On an individual basis,
women could write to these young
women. Or they could take up the issue
of strip search with public representa-
tives — write directly to the prison
governor and to the British authorities.
And also take up the issue of strip
search with local amnesty groups in the
U.S. — with civil liberties groups.

[On March 2, 1992, nearly every
woman political prisoner in Maghaberry
was brutally held down and strip
searched by prison guards. A number of
the strip searches also included beat-
ings and sexual assaults.

Since 1982, Irish women prisoners
have been subjected to strip searches,
sometimes on a daily basis. Some
women have been subjected to over
400 strip searches. The brutality of
the March incident incited 42 U.S.
Congresspeople to send a letter of pro-
test to the British Embassy.]

How do you respond to people who
say that women in Northern Ire-
land should initiate a nonviolent
reponse to the war?
People need first and foremost to have a
clear idea of what they're doing. The
American peace movement against the
war, for example, was a peace move-
ment in the land of the oppressing na-

continued on pg 54
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A look at feminist
film in the '90s

By Leora Tanenbaum

wo types of
heroines
predominate
Hollywood film

in the 1990s: On one
side is the evil,
murderous female of
movies from "Basic
Instinct" and "The
Hand that Rocks the
Cradle" to "Final
Analysis" and "Single
White Female." On
the other is the
justice-seeking war-
rior woman made fa-
mous by the film
"Thelma and Louise."
Though the dangerous
femme fatale is an
historic film figure, the
hard-bodied fighting
woman is a new turn
in the representation
of women in film, and
she is a figure for femi-
nists to appraise.
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The hard-bodied
fighting woman is
a new turn in the
representation of
women in film
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She appeared most vividly in the
much-discussed 1990 film "Silence of
the Lambs." As she accepted an Oscar
for Best Actress for her portrayal of
Clarice Starling, Jodie Foster said:
"Thanks to the Academy for embracing
such an incredibly strong and beautiful
feminist hero that I'm so proud of."
Foster portrayed a smart and accom-
plished woman who not only succeeds
in catching a serial killer before any of
her male FBI colleagues, but matches
wits with a brilliant and dangerous
cannibalistic male psychiatrist. In fact,
the National Organization for Women
publicly supported director Jonathan
Demme, and screenwriter Anna
Hamilton Phelan ("Mask" and "Gorillas
in the Mist") told the Los Angeles Times,
"I saw this movie as very pro-female,
one in which the horror of violence
against women is brilliantly balanced
by the presence of well-drawn female

! characters."
Next came the less-hyped "Termi-

nator 2," which featured the single-
minded freedom-fighter Sarah
Connor. Played by Linda Hamilton,
who whittled her padded body of the
first Terminator film to boyish,
taut, asexual contours, Connor is a
muscled machine engaged in a
battle against evil Terminators who
intend to wipe out the human race.
She snarls and fights and kills like
an animal, actively changing the
course of history to prevent a hor-
rible future.

What's distinctive about these new
Hollywood heroines is that, contrary to
the dominant cultural logic of gender
categorization, they appear at times to
be androgynous. It's frustrating to en-
counter a person who defies easy gen-
der labeling — and it's no surprise that
film and television sometimes employ
the gender-confused figure as a tool for
narrative suspense. But gender confu-
sion can be a catalyst for feminist change:
These fighting women are heroic pow-
erhouses whose strength comes from
their refusal to adhere to the myth of
femininity. Their androgyny illustrates
that gender roles are cultural con-
structions — thereby proving that
women are not naturally better
nurturers and men are not inherently
superior reasoners.

While these new heroines inaugurate
a post-gender trend in filmic represen-
tation of women (the post-gender man
is still too threatening a figure for male
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audiences, notwithstanding Arnold
Schwartzenegger's nurturing tenden-
cies in "T2"), their gender-bending is
still in its formative stages. For now at
least, it is only skin-deep.

For instance, in "Silence," Starling is
clearly seen as inferior to her colleagues
because she is a woman. It's impossible
to forget that she's a woman among
men. Her superior excludes her from a
discussion with the sheriff because
"this type of sex crime has certain as-
pects I'd just as soon discuss in pri-
vate." A prisoner throws a gob of semen
into her face and snarls, "I can smell
your cunt." In her dealings with Dr.
Hannibal Lecter, she is without a
doubt positioned as a subordinate — as
a woman, patient, daughter and stu-
dent. At the close of the movie, it is
unclear whether Starling will even be
able to solve future cases without
Lecter's guidance.

The same backlash underpinnings are
evident in "T2." Sarah Connor's ulti-
mate value is that of mother to John
Connor, leader of the post-holocaust
Resistance Against the Terminators.
Her "femininity" erupts at a crucial
moment — when she has the opportu-
nity to murder Dyson, the man who
spearheads the technology leading to
the nuclear holocaust. Connor is about
to pump bullets into his body when.. .she
cries. She can't bring herself to do it.
She is comforted only by her son's em-
brace. Though Connor does not live by
the stereotypical regulations of femi-
ninity, she can still be seen to embody
mythic femininity. Not only is she a
mother, she is a Mother; it is her son
who will save humanity.

Or, consider "A League of Their Own,"
which gives a cursory nod toward sub-
verting immutable gender categories.
Director Penny Marshall's chronicle of
the mid-1940s' All American Girls Pro-
fessional Baseball League demonstrates
that women can pitch a fastball and
earn runs-batted-in as well as any to-
bacco-spitting man. But the movie is
rife with sexist jokes at the expense of a
player considered ugly and masculine.
And the team star absconds to domestic
bliss after one season, when her hus-
band returns from the war.

What, exactly, is a "feminist" film?
Definitions are as wide-ranging as the
theories of feminists themselves. This
is because, contrary to popular opinion,
feminism is not a monolith. Many people
believe that a feminist film is one that
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