


Join the Celebration!
March is
National Women's
History Month.

P07 Discover
*ﬂi A New World:
a Y Women's History

"Women's Histnr}r"_ a topic that may be unfamiliar, is a whole "new world" of
discovery awaiting you — a long neglected part of our heritage as women and as Americans.
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Discover a New World - populated by inspiring, courageous, dedicated,
compassionate women from all walks of life who have shaped their families, communities and
the intellectual and artistic climate of their time, but have been ignored by historians because of
their sex,

Discover a New World - of organizations and events that had a major impact on the
social and political institutions of this nation, but have been forgotten because the major players
were female.

Discover a New World - of possibility for yourself and your children, opened by
the community of active and dynamic women who have come before us.

The National Women's HiElﬂll"}’ PrﬂiEft promotes the rediscovery of women's
history in the classroom and community through the development and sale of posters, videos,
biographies, overviews, classroom materials and lots of fun items like coloring books, card
games, coffee mugs, lapel pins, etc.

For a copy of the NWHP's 48-page catalog of multicultural women's history posters, books,
videos and other items for all ages, send $1.00 to:

National Women's History Project, Calalog Request

7738 Bell Road, Windsor, CA 95492

or call 707-838-6000.
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‘Bernadette Devlin
‘McAliskey
A Woman for All Seasons

The gr'-eat.lr'ish pln_'.-'l.-.rri.ghi Sesn rﬂ:aﬂby Tulled his=
plavs with women whi were sbrong, |2H.l1.3|.'lE||[El1
and indemitable. Faced daily with the bitter
struggle toswrvive in o steife-torn land, hiz women
were Ireland’s backbone: Steadfast, braver and
more pesourceful than the men. How he wauld
have loved Bernadette Devlin MeAliskey.

If Margaret Thatcher was the “lnn Maiden,”
Devlin McAliskey can be calbed the “Woman of
Steel.” Well-tempered, durable and forever
urcarrodible, Devlin MeAliskey generates s heat
that can either burn or become a source of anergy

Thig heroic woman can be said to embody the true spirit of Irish unity, a

woman who works ceaselessly toward securing an entirely independent [reland,
| and one wha will not rest so long as her notion remaing divided. And this knowang
| Full well she's a target for Loyalist hatred.

In 1981, that hatred neardy killed her. As British troops were watehing her houge,

Layalist gunmen entered — by the front door! — while she and her family wera

sitting around the breakfast table, As her terrified chikiren looked on, the gunmen |

fired & round of shots, severely wounding Devlin Motliskey and ber hushand, then
calmly left. That she and ber hushand survived the attack is nothing shart of a
miracle. She was left with a permanent limp and suffers pain to this day.

Many people would have given up at this peint. Instesd, she came back more
determined and with an even more powsrful voice. Interestingly, she chose not to
dizcuss this harbarous incident in her interview with us, although she spolce 0 great
deal of the brutality and wviokence rife in Morthern [reland.

An ardent ferniniat and advoeate of reproductive choice, Devlin MeAliskey's
activizm and sutspokenness have not gained her popularity peints amang many of

| her vwn pesple, Antichoice literature has been circulated calling her & “habykiller,”
which she shrugs off as she denies it Her work against discrimination and
appression is ns often for the rights of women as 1058 againet the wrongs inlieted on
her eountry. Indeed, she speaks aut for the rvights of a1l pecple, in all sountries,
including the United States.

This Bernadette has her own song: The song of freedom, all over ber land. And
everyone's land

=

Beverly Lowy
Exerutive Editor
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MERLE HOFFMAN ON THE ISSVES will rict
Cppear in the Winter edilion of our pub"cqﬁﬂn At
press time, Merle Holfman is in Moscow where she
wias invited to head an interdisciplinary medical team
fram CHOICES for o groundbreaking meeting with
Russian physicians and feminists on the |otest
innovations in women's reproductive health care.
One goal of the meetings will be ko find ways 1o
opprise Russion women and girls of birth control
methods in a society where contraceptives

are not produced and not socially accepled. On
average, every woman born in Russia has four or five
abertions during her childbearing years, while
40,000 girls under 17 years of age have abortions
every vear. |t is estimated that there are 18 million
aborfions per year; 7 million stole-sponsored
aborfions, usually administered without anesthesia;
and another B-9 million “ilegal” obortions done by
physicians in women's homes, where o few rubles can
buy some type of anesthetic.

The exchange is being hosted by the Moscow
Gynecological Teaching Hospital #53, and the
Russian Feminist pl_.-b!i,shing hausas of Cullure and
Traditions and Charm magazines. An indepth column
of Merle Holfman's experiences in Russia will appear
in our Spring 1993 issue.

S ——
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PRO-CHOICE
| CHOICE.

MOST businesses think FE -

ductive choice s none of their
business, We don't agree.

We're ".5;':lr|-.i|'.g Asgers Long
Distance. Every ume you call, we
proudly send money to groups
like Mlansned Parenrhiood, MARAL
and the Ms. Foundatwom_.at no
COST T YOIL.,

By contrast, ATET
canceled its funding of Planned
Parenthood under pressure from
anti-Chasce groups,

([ course, we also complete
vour calls v almost anywhere in
the warld, at base rares lower than

ATET, MCI® and Sprint”.

S0 why give your money 1o
|I the wrong chodce, when you can
|’ easly use a phone company thar'’s

|

l|'.‘l|l--\.'.'|l|||.'|.'5'

WORKING ASSETS

Lonpg Distance

1-800-CITIXEN.




L TALKING FEMINIST |

bell hooks

Thinking Past

Censorship

Hauving the courage to
criticize our allies

n the carly wvears of the
contempornry feminist move-
ment, solidarity betwaen women
was often equated with the
formnation of “zafe” spaces where

groups of presumably like-minded |
WITEET I:I'H.le. Leaip LY I'.l.'lu\ﬂl‘llﬂr, !hﬂ:l'll'lg
ideas and experences withoul lear of |

silencing or serious challenge. Groups
sometimes disintegrated when tha
speaking of diverse opinions led to
contestation, confrontation, and
sometirmes aub-and-oat conflet. I was
coanimion for individwal dizsenting voiees

10 be zilenged by the collective demand |
for harmony, Mon-conforming woices |

were ot times punished by exclusion
and setracization.
Bafore it became politically acceptable

1o discuss issues of race and racism |

within feminist cirches, 1 was one of
those “undesirable” dissenting waioes.
Alwavs a devoul advoeate of feminist
palitiea, [ was from the atart also a
hiarah critic, One powerfal lesson that 1
learmed from hanging in there and not.
allowing mysell to be pressured by
punishment te give up an feminst
struggle was that any progressive
palitical moverent grows and matures
anly to the degree that in theory and
practice it passionately weleomes and
encourages diversity of apinion, new
idens pnd eritical exchnge.

This remains true e the lEaninist
movement, and it 15 no less troe for the
Black liberation strugegle. In the
heyday af the civil rights and Black
power movements, folks were often
“excommunicated” if they did not
simply support the party line. {This was
even more true in white male-
dominated *left” pelitical cirelos),
Consovship of dissenting vaices in
progresgive circles often gues unnaticed

4

Radical groups are often zo small that it
i eazy Lo wse covert tactics to punish
memhbors axpressing condlicting views,
Usnally, repression is enforced by
porwerful members of the group
threatening punishment, the most
commaon  being some  form  af
ostratization oreeommunication, Thiz
may take the form of nm lomger il uding
a dissenting individual's thoughls or

Feminist
solidarity must
include a space for

rigorous critique,
for dissent

wrilings n relevanl discussions, and
especially publications. It may mean
excluding them from important
meetings, And, in some cases, it may
mwzin A consistent elort behand the scenes
o werbaalby cast bt an thair evedibilliby

Marginalizesl groups often fear that |

digsent, eapecially ifittakes the form ol

public critigue, will play into the hands |

of deminating forees and andermine
suppert for progressive fauses.
Throughent the history of Black stroggle

against racism there has been major |

disagreement over whether or not we
ghould rigorously cribigue one another,
egpecially in racially integrated
contexts. Efforts to eensor eritieism
surface whenever marginalzed groups
are overly concerned with presenting a
“positive” image to the dominant groag.
Maost recenily, the sutcome of the
Tharnaa hearinga ahows o misgeided
Black folkacan be ifwe puppress dissent

and eritique in faver of a narvew notion
of racial solidanty. As Clarenss Thomsas
uses the power invested in him as a
miembier ol Lhee Supreme Court to curtail
human rightz, and to stand in the way
ol racial justice and the struggle against
gexiam, those wha feli it was more
important to support the “brother”
hecauss white folks were out to get him
— if they are at all progresaive — must
g the error of thear wave, We will

neeer know what the cutcome of those |
henrings might have been had powerful |

Black leadars all over the United States
collectively called for mass suppart o
resizat this appeintment.

Even though the Thomas hcu.r.ingu
forced the Amercan '|:|1.1|:||.'i|: Lo caslront
issues of rice and gender, many Blacks
fespecially mend closed ranks to
uncritically support Thomas, just as
many feminists elosed ranks to support
Anita Hill. The essay | wrote an the
hearings publizhed in £ magazine,
which suggested that we needed fo louk
critically at both individuals and their
palitical nllegiances, led many of my
ferninist comrades (sapecially Black
warmen | Lo tell me that the piece showld
niit have beenwritten. A longtime Black
feminist comrade aocused me of having
temporarily lost my mind, asshe falt oy
critiqae of Hill was & betrayal of feminist
solidarity. Again and again insist that
feminist solidarity rooted in a
cormmitment o progressivie palibics must
tnclude & space for rigorous eritique, for
dizgsent, or we are doomed o reprodsce
in progressive communities the very
forms of domination we asek to apposs,

The negative responses I received
ebout the essay on the Thamas hearings
(now published in my most recent book
Black Lopks), called to mind other
incadents where friends and commdes
have attempled locensor my viewpoint,
A couple of years back, wrote a oritical
piece on the work of a major Black

woman writer. Talking about this piece |

while it was still in process with
prominent Black women scholars)
comrades, ['was taken back when | was
todd that it was rit a good kdea for me to
write it, that the writer would be

confrrued ar g 08
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WIN SOME * LOSE SOME

BACK TO SLAVERY
E]H'r:.-'] WalDann NV Tires
Ag Chinese socicty forases
ke o profit than an equal-
ity, and as communist mo-
rality loses ite influence,
WHMEn ane in seme cases los-
ing the ground they gained
in the Maoist years,

Maore now than under Man
Zedong, they are being dis-
criminated against jobs, in
houszing, in land allocation.
Fhyzical attractiveness has
become a cracial factoar in
!l.il'.il:lg wionmiens, Women are
inereasingly used as oma-
merks in the office, ar as hares
to bring in businseas

The proportion of wemen in
the most powerful pesitions
hns declined, And traditicnal
practices that the commu-
nigts had essentially elimi-
nated, like the selling of
women as wives, have reap-
peared on a significant scale,

And from . Jessica Nauwitth,
director of Equality Mo

Im rmaral Chinn, the brade
price paid b the bride's fam-
ily makes il twole three times
mare E'.\l.ll.‘llf';\.'rt' L Makry &
wife than to buy one fraom a
trafficker. In the first 10
montheof 1990, 11,668 cuses
of trafficking were reported.

A BLACK & WHITE
ISSUE
Dhanise Mourges, N Y. Times:
Marilyn Church, a former
fashion illustrator, began
courtmoom drawing in 1973,
During the trial of the at-
tackers of the Central Park
jogger, court artizts wers for-
hidden fo draw the vickim
Chreh said: “Weweren'ttold
| whan she wis going to take
the stand until the last
minute. And on the liE.}'E
| she did, we weren't even al-
lowed to taks our art sup-
| plies into the courleoom.
But we weren't told anything

0N THE 1S3UEE WINTER 1992

when the wictirm in bhe 5t
John's [Liniversaty sbudends’]
trinl tonk the stand. 1t was
SITULZATE.

“She was Black. and ihe
defendants were white,”
Church said. *She was an-
athaer rage victim, but she
was treated so differently.
Maneolws thowght that drew-
ing her was the right thing to
da, 20 we didn't. In this case
the press, which has been
very much maligned, brought
fairnesa to the system.”
Jusdice, [¥ seemE 15 Wing
faet nu calor Mind,

A Conymifed Agrepdalant of News ftema
waith Eafitorind Commertary by Beverly Loesy

OF WOMAN &
MOVIES

Terry Pristin, the LA
Timea; Like the far more
commercial A League ol

Their {bwn,”
pRst summer & hIHEEH'.
hits, and “Fried Green
Tomatees,” last winter's
sleeper.“Enchanted April”
is concerned with the
way women relate to one
ancthar, with men assum-
ing a secandary place in
the films" preoccupations
Dezpite these recent
guccesges, such films mre
rare, The Brtizsh dircctor

ane af the

Many women who are kid-
nppped for trafficking are
beaten, raped or gang roped
by tealfickers — maosk on their
first might in captivity. They
mey be as young as 13,

In China, “hwan gin™ is the
exchange of wives: Families
trade unmarried daoghiers
to provide wives for their sons.,
gither becaase they cannct
afford the bride price ar e
cangetheir sons are unable to
fired bericdos by reasan of memn-
tal ar physical disahilities

Bride trades wnd arranged
marriages also account for o
great number of yeung sui-
cides in China. InJia County
in Henan Provinee, hased on
data collected in 1989, it was
eatimated in one village that
wiomen gocount for 96 per-
cent of the attempted soi-
cides treated m the village
hioepital and T percent are
younger than 300 Many of
the women ave single and
imminently faring marringe.
In Laohe Village, a 159-year
old girl drank pesticide to
avoid being exchanged for a
bride for her 30-year-eld un
married brnther.

The fadl afcammunism seema
o e fed fo an eoen greater
Jadl in women's rights,

Mike Newell believes that
the desrth of women-ori-
ented themes has helped
to boost “Enchanied
April.”

“I don't think that it
has anything to do with
goxual polities but it al
mazk certainly has to do
with an ineredible gwver-
loaking of 50 percent af

the audience,” Newell
said,
The same 50 percent

that's peerlooked every
dime the goodiez are
handed out.



ATTACK OF THE
KILLER LANDF1LL
ElinaRivera, N Y. Weusebre:
Drr. Lowis Grecn, chaitnia
of the public health comemit-
Le=¢ fior ihe Richenond County
Medical Society, Staten Is-
| land MY, says doctors have
reparted anincrense oner the
PBaL 81X yepra in the noobare
, BT kahies bt with defrmi-
| ties, inciuding wissing An-
| pern ael limbe o cleft pal-

e,
THE ITIWDRESS CODE
FFOR WOMEN
Hewa Dlisgraich: The S Cu.
ano In Atlant Cliy, M 18 s
caned in m Lawsait of dieserimi-
nabing aggingt. ~omen by K-
ong cocklail woiltrenmes bn
| weat sery dolhey whil: 1etbing
rraa b wialtevra e somiftakdy.
The Equal Ecaployeuent
i Opportunity Coramiseion in
! Fhiladslphia, which filed on
Beball’ o Anng {3rimiks, npya
| If's the Al e of ita Kined
Lirought gaiasl & caalm,
Grimes, whe still works at
tha Same, says ghe waa
foreed b be segntily drecsad
ard wenr five-inch henls EQat
¢ huucther fest. Mem may -wear
Luxedas and sneskers or
| othar long clioas.
Thaoae whaeanftrsed Hie ragic-
fatior showd be condemned
B0 o PacaL bl of Gk i s
in Lphi shary skista, Towesud
| bedices and fFua-iRch Aesla,
MNothing bosgia auffclon! pun-

| Enfermemt,

" alen CGrecoo way: that ont
af the approximately 3,800
Labies boro oo Bkaten 1s-
lapd =ach yesr, the nam-
ber with deformities has
jumped from dG to ahout
5} sinca 1984,

Dnclars on Staten lsland
hpore mhen soen wn inerna e in
, the nomber of respiralony

sutmenlasuch masathws and

allergles over the Jast flye
¥eur, Urecso BAYE.

' A NATION OF
UN-CAREIR-FOR

' CHILDREN

Michaal Byen, Porade Mags-
ring: Every day in America,
conillioee af parenta ruggle
ko find ways and meana ko
poovide cave for thedr chil-
Aran whila thay goto wirloor
schon|. Todew, two-chirde af
rgthere work outside the
higwe. Cne—muarter of the
Kidain this comucibry Jive wikh
only ome parent. Awn esti-
mekad 22 milliom childeen
e childemrs,

O ithee kids, 8.3 miltion g
0 licaneed dapeare settings
that are inspectad acvd re-
quired b0 meat minimue
| elandurds for health, zafety

"W hava baen getling com-
plaints oo deeme bologiets,
onsalogists —- doctors from
evary spovialty, " Green sars,
“whr gTa R ying Lhat they'ra
sesing MeeT palisgz than
ever before with dlseases re-
Imted to the enviconroent,”
Freah Kills landfillanStetan
Taland la the wordd's largant
gavhage domp.

Cltr and statas offiviale xay
therein no avidenrs that luxic

" and edoeationsl contsnt.

Thatleawnas 14,7 rullion chil-
dren In unlicernaed aatlings
Bomme will gat first-rats core
with highly metivatad cpme.
tmkere Bt othcrs wilk g b
subatandard settiogs where
thusy may man the risk of Bre
or accldent abd, A some
caseg, abues 5ol others have
w0 regular childeara, Their
parents must depemndl onoa
shifting nepwork of friemda
and rul.u.ﬁm,n.nﬂ noaraglEETecn,
in detmeraliot, cven ledws
their childven whanpeerised.

Childcare experta report
that shiaining pocd day care
in amaticneide problem. Itie
ﬁ'mﬂ}'ﬂi.tharin howt.aup-
By, ool up to sandaris

chemicaly are leaching out.af
the [andhll or poizaning the
Staten Ieland mir. “Wa'va
pewvar meAn any eviderps that

what comes aut of the Tand-
BI0 woold prwse illnews, " save
city Sanitation Comaois-
sioner Emily Llmed

We worder whet thore nﬁI-
cimlm urauele aay i the tend-
Al were deoved e eheir
backyerefd,

out of resch fimeniclally. vl
call it & ‘trilemma,”™ aaid
Arlyes Curria of Bananes,
gn Daklpnd, O&  recourse
wenter for pacenta,

In Frunce, p motber would
have received free prenatal
healibeare, been granted
T tertiby Jmave aod herchil-
drap would have baen =i-

gibla far govermment-apom- |

sored preschode. it oo
thao 100 countries, pacenta
would bg entitled to parental
leave Frome thedir jobe to en-
sare thedr children were prap-
erly cared far.

i & the UB., Yarmily valus”

are o Brerrous commndily —
only the rick car offerd thewe.
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ALLARENCE
THOMAS BIPPLE
EFFELT

MY Timen Ivowe Briel: The
Ceevoer aupervisor of the
medical reeocda woit gt the
Vaternng AMfairs Maedical
Centerinthe Branx, NY, »an
indictad by a Federal grand
Jary oncharpes that he sexo-
ally abused five coworkers

A MEATLESE MISSION
N MOSOOW
Mewa Dhopateh:

Animal rights sdvecatss
perved up & cowres of L5,
Béyla polities] wctivigm put-
midgthe Mosera M elbnald's.

Ahout a dozen derseisbra-

gver 8 raar. The charpes
were filad, progecutors aaid,
after the man's GRh victim
tald bhi sothorities he had
cuped her.

The Fforrmer supervisar,
Cregory &, Saunderw, 2B
yearsald, was charged wilh
rape and aodamy in the
atieck oo Lthe woman, de-
pcribed in the indiclmeot

suade peapls from pRiveniz-
ing the gleaming fapt-fend
palace, Mrot of tha aevbaen
pandwiches, howeaver, were
sonppcel up oot by patential
cusloovers bul by the Gype
siel, bepgars and atresbwine
baenagers who nsualhy eur-

Lare, ineluding cme drsgsed | round the Golden Arches

ae 3 ww, haoded oot 100 | —

vogatarian bungers during  Wedl, or lecad thay were e

the lunchiime prtast to dis- - ing healthely and hutionely.

ANDTHER GULF eat lavel of criminal proceed.-
" WAR ATROCTTY i@ in the malitary,

An AF DFiepatch: The Acry
heps desided boeoact-martial
B Atmy rergeart Bcesed of
poxnally pasmultng & women
in his vnil. donng the Fer-
_ gian Gulf war.

The defendant, Sgt 1et :
| imneadiately reported the

Claes Darid J Martinez of
1 Alhurgormure, MM whoieco
active daky io Fort Blies, TX,
was charged wich one cmant
af fareitle sedomy, omne soarnt
of invdecent Anmault and far
cruamite of making false gtate-
WENtE COOCRTRLAR the soma-

gationa by the woman, Epa- |

sialint Jacgueline retiz of
Sapella, MM, a reservist with
whoro e wWas eysigned Jaet
year in Saudi Arabia.
Martmes will face & gon-
are] mourl-martal, the hligh-

THY THE (BSUER WINIER 1§

Drtiz, 28 yomrs nld, wes
armnga E'mupanam.-En whe
tantifind Inst summet bafore
B United Sdates Senate oom-
mittee sbunl meapal aktacka
againsl them. Ortas eid at
thet hesring that she had

attack but thad officers had

ignied her campleint.
The Arty gt e eonchuded

' thatthesemwal eantacthcbesen

her and Sergeert Martines was
morsenaal, Dot it recpesed the
caue earbier thisvear abehe wrg-
ing of Coogressmue Eill
Rickandosn from herhoreetate.

W think phe offtorrs sl

alre Be court-martinled for

fheert fankiade Qe OhEs” Leeae-
ity artd dignily.

a% hin mant roeeni victim.

Soma of the Tour mameo
siaid Lhey did nol cume for-
ward earller berauwae
Saundera sald they wauld
lopa their jobe i they re-
portad the attacks, invos
tigmtors suid. One women
gaid Lhat ke Bad intended
ta report the attack bt
chanped har mind after the

THE MIGER
WITCHITUNT
Mpwa [hapatrh: Im fmoder,
Miper, hundmds of peaple
attacked bary and bordellos
e by iy Sceavte] o i -
Lyga dicrughit, tha ol eial 25 gar
Preza Agercy Baid. Police
impaead £ curfow abter the
mah injured thre= people.
The mobk wag woged an by
oiarabaute—charlatarswha
chaim o be Bluskhim holy men
— whoseid the womans o=
deceot™ doess aod pondiscl
were reapaouible for Jower-
than-normal rainfall thie
year.

© M5 prnpeing hawepeicklymer

well accept Sho! wamen ate
responaibde for etery B that
tfeeils Hhak,

THE LAY IT HATNEILY
CONDOME

' Mews Dispatcl: 1o Sepden-

Ter, & omall plane hived by
an AIDE activiet group
dropped scoran of condomna
4N & Mmewimam-geparily
priscn i cantern Wisconsdn.,

A gtalcrment iwened 'I:-:,l Lhe
AR Coalitien te aleash
Power (ACT UP agidd it

. dropped 1he candoate ta pre-

mat= sale gex and prokect

Sanale wiried tr vejact the
testimany of Anite F. Hill,
the lawr prnfrz:lnr whn aaid
that NMarcace Th RIMA%,
Lhen a Supresse Caurl
faminee, had sarually ha-
mrRed har.

flre more Lh.dgrm rhe el e
Rl of e e tea e haee

prieon ioméated (eoow bhe
AIDE wiras.

Apzociate Warden Urag
CGramz2eaid themnbdomswoe
gwtharad g fourn the prikan
yard in Waupun oo Bumday
and Mronday and selzed as
woobrabeaod becauss (hey are
benmed in elabe pris0OE

A perange fon indesd, cone |
pidering that AN L reme
et dn o gridcvr Byntend.




‘NORTHERN ‘IRELAND

(OPPRESSION, STRUGGLE, AND

OUTRIGHT MURDER.

An InTeErRvIEW WITH BERNADETTE DEvin McALISKEY

By BETSY SwaRT
ernadette  [heodin
MeAliskerisa pioaeer

in the compoign for

civil rights in fhe

MNorth of Indlang, See-

g herseifas a “oom.
mondty activiel.” since 1969 she has
consistently worked sgainsg diserimi-
nafion ead oppression in e Noeath of
Treland and af the age of 21 was elected
MP for Mad-Ulster, Her forme livsted fivem |
I3es- 1574, She now fves in a reeed
MNationalist community in oun by
Tyrare,

Derlin MeAliskey waatnterdeoed leat
spring by Betey Suaert, coniribfing edi-
o o O the Tzsues, St 8o oaetoned
condidiote of the University of Mory.
teno ong ."l.:'r.'-'slr.u'r.'n':T.lrasr':!r'r-u'l'w'rrrl'mrrfrr
the North of frefand,

Betsy Swart: What kinds of chodees
brought you to the work you do?

Bernadette Devlin MeAliskey: Like
many ather young people, 1 became
inwalved in the civil mghts movementin
thee 605 when [ was a student at Quwns
University in Belfist. The avil mghts
moeement in MNorthern Ireland wss o
tually i11_'5|:|i1'm'|. by the Black civil ng'hL-i-
maeement [in the Umited States]. Az a
result of my actoaties, the University
ealled me bedore a disciplinary cammat-
tes, [was a paychabogy student, just five

8

weales short of my exama, and [ had |

e migeed a paper, Butthey wouldn't
let me sit my exams, So 1 left the Uni-
versity without a qualification. 1 ncto

ally thought, “Well, suwit yourseboes”
because | thaught ['d just nip sut and
we'd get our civil righta and I'd be back
next vear, Bub now it's some 20-0dd
years later and, of course, we never
guite got to the peint whera [ could go

hack amd do my exams. In terms of

American sociely, by and large people
make ntelleciual clwices lo take up
particular izanes, But the very possibal-
ity of making the cheice in the fired
place i5 kased om the assumption that
o higve the socio-eeonomic freedom to
mitke thal chodoe — which most of the
Mationalisl community in Morthern
Ireland don't have. Sa 1o ask me that,
well, it's like asking a Black personwhy
they got involved in the Black covl
rights mowement, Because it's my life
— thie anly life I've got.

Can you give us some background
on the abortion confroversy in
Sputhern lreland regarding the 14-
year-old girl who was raped amnd
refused permission togo to England
for an abortion?

Those of us who live and work in lre-
land weren't al all surprised abowt what
happened. We fought the prolifeamend-

PHOTD pTYy raaET

M VTHING GIRI
WALKES PAST &

LAY ALINT RILIHAL,
FAINTED (3K A Wall
1M BELFAST.

ment in the Constitotion when it was
first proposed and we lost. We lost very
hnn'ril_v. Like America, the southem
stivke af Ireland hias g wrefen Constabu-
tiorn. Very alten, like Americans, the
Irish people are not wwars of the respon-
aibality that puts on themselves, People
like ti roll avoursd the country tn agony
and Blame the governosent for every-
thing Bt the Constitution, for all its
wialknesses, clearly deflines the people
of Treland ag the soversign will of the
state, Every sdult over the age of 13
must — in & refevenduwm — make deci-
sums on bhe Constitution. Soit’s at this
poind [ fall oat with some of my feminist
friends south of the border, Becauss i
was ned the greernment's fault that the
referendum was passed. It was the
peopleal Ireland —whovoted toput the
prolife amendment into the Constito-
tion. These were intelligent, sane ho-
man beings whowere prepared to go out,
and make an ndult decision on the basis
of ignorance, prajudice, eslf-interest or
church-interest. Mahody tortured them

0N THE IESUER WINTER 1932



; u-':.-t'k-':d in

lhr.rr; I‘J'ﬂ.':l'l."-ii..nl:ir.]':l }
1o, and 48 hours before

Isefnre Lhe elor
| palling day,
Unborn Children (SPUC) put a leaflet
under the door of every home in the
constituency and leafleted every super-
markeland r'|'!|'3|55|ir|‘.-'-ﬂ‘|‘|'lt'l|'il‘l-'|'l-llﬂ-'|'llfﬂ|
i the constituency. The leaflet said
“Bernadette MeAliskey Kills Babies™
And this started an argument amang
| the people working on the compaign
abont whether we should bacl off. People
said, “Mow that they've raized it,
Bernadette, go you out and say that
you're againgt Killing babies.” And, I

said, “Tdfon ¥ kill babies, And lom against |

killing babies. But T'm not going out
there to peoommodate SPUC." But the
| amendment got passad, Afterward, all
| the things that those of us who had
carmpaigned against the amendment
believed would happen did happen. The

0N THE IS5UES WINTEH 1482

for the Protection of

! the fore

e

mizral m.i.lnr']r'l.'h' y .:IJrI..’I!'I{Ed -lilu1|:|l.1.r
ext in born childr

!'iE]'I.':H far the living! And so finally we
have this unforfunate dhld who's 14
vears of age and 18 & vietim ol rape and
2 gring to England for an abartion.
EPUIC took out a high court injunctisn

L her leaving the country, Her

parentswers srdinary people. They fued |

actually laft the coantry; but they were
sn imbarmidated by the coort arder that
they didn't know they dide’t have L
come back! So they came home, And
thier |.he_'.r found themesl]
l|.-u|:|-ilfl:'l.ul].rl'.‘i:ll._g:.'i.hll':'tlﬂl?
matter was ultimately reg: in typi-
cally Irish judicial fashion. The Supreme
Court, not only disgreced themselv
judicially, they disgraced themse
mtellectually, and they took the back
doar aiat. T‘ll-i-_ had two chiaees. The
& of [reland voded for theimprison-
ment of 1d-year-old pregnant girls and
af them to give birth, That's
soted for, And 1.hrr3.' |'JI.1E|‘||;. i

the post-

have reafized lhn.r::l.lhn.t they vated for,
The Supreme Court, on the ane hanad,
shoulkd ha i, “Thiat's wihat you voted
is that what you want? Or will we
hove another referendum™ Alterna-
tively, thecourd shauld have said, “There
are twoelzawes here: One is the constilu-
tionality 3 14 1
the other is the freedon
ung vl has freedom o
s moves st of this eountry,
she can die what she likes,” They did
neither. They came up with this idistic
dea that the Constitulional amend-
ment that balanced the life of the child
and the life of the mother could coneeiv
ably be read that the mother might
commit suicide, Therefore, on the basis
thiat there was a nisk to her lile, shi

| wiuld be entitled to have the abartion |

in Ireland! So now, in order ko gk an
abortion an Ireland, whach you con ged

| anspiteal the Constatution and the law,

wira just have to stand at the top af the
stairs and slwout, “I'm going Lo jump!”
And i you can convines samebody thal

i




. po might indesd [ump, then ¥ou cen !

| have an abortion® s hyporriny in e
| tiem and it’s aB¥ing to yoa pnd me and
evary gther womao, *It's not thal you
heve righte. But if pow can groved, Epou
oan degpair, iF yoa can gel ws far down
inbo the gutter ax ] can putoi. I, out of
the ey of my auperiocily, oight al-
| Tew you certain hacurles In this lifs —

Hke the Fght to centes] paar vwn body. |

Ifvau et far snaagh down and bug for
it in & manoer that is sufficeotly noo-
tbreatgming, then | might allews o

vour busic human righbs as s privitegs,” |

Ireland now?

Wi live all of guar Tives wnder constant

mulitary anthority. When peopls coma

to Metkern lraland, the fieat thingther

becomis awere of 8 how vtafby mikite-

rlatic the soriaty im — owre than Hwey
" avgr gnmeecived of. Lt in, of omacse, pea-
giblo within the bmarisl arsas and oat-
nideafehe Natlanallat community, togn
by parta of Mortharn Iraland where the
war ia totally iovisible, ¥You can go ko
parta W Boinat, too, whore yaudon't ges
ghe wor. Buk if you'min the Matlapaliet
covnranlty, what 1@ most striking i
probahly that armed ool diees — foaody
armed soldiers — mingle with the pe-

their rifle siyhly. Similudy, heavy ar-
maced vahlelss mlngls pith tha roatins
teaffie, hut anlike the civilian troffic,
thewe army wehicles 87 Tk required ta
oty the troffic lowm. [he nedive papl-

_ !

Whet is life ko in the North of

“THE PEOPLE
OF IRELAND VOTED
FORTHE
IMPRISONMENT
OF 14-YFAR-QLD
PREGNANTGIRLS
AND THE FORCING
OF THEM TO
GIVEBIRTH

Tatise, of cvurss, knows to bnok first for
the light and escond for the miitary.
Bt 3 peroom coming imbs Hhe countyy Bor
the: ficat time wety often learma Lhat the
hurd wuy — asthey jump for theie Lven
ot o the way of mdlitary vehicles,

The ather thing that vistges bacome |
i bowipe ok palitics] epponents. A num-
berof peaple arejost murdersad oubright .

a'udl:l-q.nll'_r aware af in the d-ngm& of au-
thority theee aaldierd who ave walldng
ahout the sivesds bhave. They may atop

, ey v lism ared reguiTe that they opan
destrinn papulmtion, taking pecple o |

thalrputse, open their cxat, smpty their
pocketa, give theic npme, addra, iden-
+ification, infarm the watheaeitins whem
ther'me going, Whers ther's cocing
Froow. People doov’t hiavws priveaey even in
Eineir owet buervoen, I the aoldisr soees to

the door, they are required & give the
aame inforvaden I the wildberd Wani
to come irto Ehe houes and seacch, they
dom't Tequire & reason, stabed or une
atated. They don't require s wikevsoh
Cur daily Lves are fad apuinet & beek.
groumd af tokal military aulhoriby aver

' our every eovement, Therw io atso a
| moconnd Joval of scrutioy — the anecha-
" mized autharity which besames moze
" wigable a8 you go into the amall raral

towna and willeges: The mrvedllancs

" cameran, the milikary madbinke pre
. wenting and limiting ard smirelling

fgecapn to town c=obecs A0d 80 om- e
drily biven are also bed with the knowl-
adge thal it la very diffieult 40 sy on
the right eideof this autherity —thatis,
i you wank g0 exercise any degroo of
Ledependant thought or rgenizstion.
This rmilitary threat cxterds e the
whela of vur livas, Thame i qulte clearly
a ehant-to-da 1l p|:||.'ir::|.' in Morthern Tve-
Land that dogs mt simply arlginate at
tve militacy grmand lesal. Tt ia & polioy
at the highest lenml ol the Bricish goy-
emmend 1o use Loyallet death pquads
i satjunction with British intalligenes

— a1l that's represanted on “sectarian®
Killing mnd they re refrred Li am Cathu-
lica or whatavar. Cthers are lulled
thruagh what mightl e called entrap-
menk — which hasieslly mean: that the
Britleh artiny seks up kncwn Rapublisan

activlsta by creatityra sitaation hroogh -

which they can kil thesg perpme gnd

A Brier HisTory oF IRELAND

That
1170

sh conquast of Iraland was iniioted n
hlstory of Horthern Irddand began in the

Sinn Fain, which means “wa ourssbrsa,” [ the ||
Iridh nafionalishic movement that triumphad in the

17th candury when the Brifizh oown, ofler Jup-
prassing an [rish rebellion, pepulsted much of
Ulstwr with Scotfish and Engligh sedtery, giving the
orea o Projkesiond chorode In contraat ha 1he rast
of Irekmud. The af political chd
ngt orisa undll 1386 when propasals of Hame Ruls
kv Irsland oroussd fears in Frotsciant Weter of
domination by the Catholic majority in tha south.
By Warld War |, dvil war was imminent. Tho
Govermunant of irland A<t in 1920 atemphed
sclva the problem by spgking Home Tyly papoe-
rately for the two parts o [rekond. Protersom
Ulctar bacome fhw province of HNeorthem weband,
but the irish Fres St [rner they Reypuiohc of Inskomnd],
sstablished in the rerwider of edawi in 1922,
refused fo revogrize the fimolity of the portiion,

svablishment of the Irish Frea State. Tha porty
goked corrol of e govrsrmment in 1932 and
ofvixxshod seponttion from Gesot Britain, A few
Intra; nrnged with the Trish Republican
Army [fRA] whosa polfical arm is il known o
tha Sinn Faln

Intha lata 19405, protast by thie Corhalic inoriy
ogainst sconsmic and pallticol dHtcrimination led
o widespread violence by the “proviional IRA"Y
wing on cne sids and the Ulsher Dofenso Associa-
hun,n!‘rﬂmnmmrhtgmup,m i therr. The
Brilish govammeant sant In toops in 1060, and
Qiiumed dired rule of Huw privings in 1973,
Protestont and Cotholic odivists srrerel
wiforis ar powaer-sharing, ard corflict morked by
beodshed confinuas.
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then dlaim, “Wa thought they ware go- |

ing to fire. Wa thought they hed guns,
and 8o an” By end large, the ooky TEY
you cabch the Britigh army oot in

wchamas Jika theye in when you bave a

: witumtion ke that of young Hevin

Melionnrn, Kavin was shot becauss hia

hﬂifmrlld.m'ienﬂjzﬂﬁtiﬂ]mldim

2aw him eoming and theg mistook i

fiora young, red-haired mas whem they

auapected of being activa In the Repab-
| Uean eoovernent, they just shot him.
And they put.oat o atement saying he
Wad BCting suspicicusly, they believed
him to be arraed, they thonght hewes
ping b open fre. Haw, if it had been
b arfer yaung an, thelr staisments
wenild have had sorve oredibdity, Bat an
. 1t turned out, they had just ahor this
yoong agriculture] student wha was
twt Livedred in anythiog politicsl or
dolng anything suspicious They just
ghab him as be wus walking down the
atroet in the daslk

Marny children have been abet i
Mortkern Iraland, b, with plastic bual-
laks, Geopraphically, the West Bank,
Savth Adries, and Fortham Ireland are
the thres 'pl.u.nﬂ whera |:hu_f whoak pl.u.l-
ke bullets. O conrea, the nams “pluslic
bulbed™ grves tbe general public the im-
presalon that these weapona are falrly
harmless, But they astually ara =ary
aolid plaatic missiles which frave] st
hi-Eh u.puaqd,l. Thedr PUTPORE = thair
military porpose — ix aclually tobreak
paople's legs. Hut if they it & child in
tho hepd, they crush tha childs skull
Aud 2 number of children have esn
dilled Elaak way.

But nawe voaget here makegit acsund
ik~ this military presonas 8 neaas-

¥y Lo poeserve lnwr aod erder.
Firat of all, people in mainatream

! Ameries Whoas peerea ol information

in thedr daily newspeper and e SVening
reawd aib talevimion, by and labgs haveno
awareneda qaf the exdstenoe of Northem
Troland Biecawss ek ol the Hmethere
i# mo news coverage at 1l And then

from bime o time thare i muddenly |
. pemad el wenmretage thatfleres
" cautlon. And rather than interwaew |

peoplslike rrypellwhomay, inkhe course -

oqto e srreen when the level of vioe
lamice rearhes a paak, 1o might be wheo
10 paople have baen killed at onge, er
when by rapid Succeswion half 8 domr
pecpla have bean killed oar 48 hnorx.
Then the oetworks will showcase thet
infermation with no esntext othor
fhan this bigmeve hebit chey have of
identifying the religiown worship of the
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“So Now, IN
ORDER TO GET AN
ABORTION IN
IRF1AND YOU JUST
HAVE TOSTAND AT
THE TOP OF THE
STAIRS AND SHOUT,
T'M GOING TO
m!l ”

paroon who dlsd! Yoo never heav, for
cxrmpla, A Jewish woman croasing
the road wae knockod down oy s earar
"Veaterday o Pratastant fell off o baild-
ing." But i Narthern lreland, almost
areryhody whisdles is 1dantiflad by rali-
gaonl and that clearly keape the [Rlss
iden g front of people'e miods thet
MNocdbhern Imelend is oguivalent with
raliglenuw intoleraces and raliglans war-
fare. When peapla are alweys 1 dentiflad
by their raligion, it's lagical to cnmclude
1'|1l|:.'tl1|ag,r;|'|1'|,|.gt.l1.|'l,'ebﬁ:n ki lled Brpa o
af thdir meligon. And so it misrepre.
genk: the dbuatisg.

Much more Impertantly, psopla in
America gre mat awaee that thare i
fege! eonsorahip in Briteinand inSputh.
om lrelond rolebing to tho Marth of
Ireland. For example, Sinn Fewn, as an
oeganlzaticn, represenla half af the
Madomallat community in the MNorth,
Poople chooss demistratically to elect
them; they vede Sinn Feing thay chogac
b0 wlect them s their pokition] reproeuns
tetivas, But membery of St Fain are
it Allcwed ko be ivterylsped an the
alectronic medis, avd eriztlng] reapon-
sibiiliky e e letariewed paets with
the pnmaalat whe intariewsd arm,
Thervetors, there 19 8 great deal of pres
@uTE on pawrnaligts toarr oo the gide of

of Br interview, express an ppinim 1hat
comecues with one thet mighe ba ex-
pressad by an illegs| organizath, or by
a pelitical organization like Sinn Feln,
Jrurnaliats choose to play it sale. So
people like mnynelf don't get intamnewed
eithar, And go yoa bheve oo Lhe aae aide

! them o hegin to indorm themaelves

! What can womnen heve do o Teach

" aearch wilhlaosl aino e y grnps o the

o infermation, and cn tha other eide
1rdally bianed inforemation, Ferexemple,
thete la s & single teewkpaper o bele-
viglot network in Americn that hax a
correrpondent. in Iralemd, so aff thele
inlormatiom e oither From eha Bric-
iwh medie gr directly on the wires. And,
af course, Lhe soateee of Lhe wine wborics
is the British Army Headguarisos in
Ligburm in Morthern Ireland [ ekould
amne with o warmning Lahal: *Thig infor-
malicsy iy tensarad.” Foe people whi
want the truth about what's bappen-
ing, the moei important thing fa for

through sltcmetkive sourcen.

ont 1o women in the North of Ire- .

¢ lamd?

In terms of immedinie sitnations, |
think sHmething womwen I partcalar
might do ia to addreza themaelvee to
the plight of women pelitica) priscnare,
The women prisoners in Maghabarey
Prison are regulacly subjeelsd ta the
atrip-ssarch procedurs for na valld s
curity reason. 0o an individusl basia,
women could write to thers young
waman. G they eould knke up the e
of ptrdp searveh with publle pepreseata-
tyea — wribs directly ta the prison
Errerraar and to thee British authooitien,
And mlma take up the immue of strip

T3 — writh owil liberties growpa.

[On Maerch 2, 1992, naarly ewvery
woman peliticak prisenerio Meghaberry
wan brutally beld down aod skrip
cearvbipd by prvson puarda. A miomwbeyaf
the pirip searches alag included eat-
inge and 2aeual anapute.

Binen 10EZ, Irish women priscoemm ‘
hewe been J1.||:|_'|td:e1:1 [T uh:i.p searches,
sometimes oo s da:]}' bagig. Somne
womes have been subjected to over
40¢k atelp segrchea. The brutality of
the March incident iosited 42 15,
Congrasep2ople to nend a lether of proe
teet. to the Hritich Embanny.] |

How du yim respiiod Lo people whoe
wy Lhal wosmien b Noribern Dee |
leod shuwld inibaie 8 Dosvioland
raporas to Lhe wear?
Peopleneed Srat and loremcst tohaves
clear idea of what they’re doing. The |
ATNETicAMN peacs Movamant. Ageinst the
war, for exampla, was 5 peace moves
ment in the lend of the oppressing na-

continueed an g 5 |
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A look at feminist
film in the '90s

By Leora Tanenbaum

wo types of
heroines
predominate

Hollywood film
in the 1990s: On one
side is the evil,
murderous female of
movies from “"Basic
Instinct” and “The
Hand that Rocks the
Cradle” to “Final
Analysis” and "Single
White Female.” On
the other is the
justice-seeking war-
rior woman made fa-
mous by the film
“Thelma and Louise.”
Though the dangerous
femme fatale is an
historic film figure, the
hard-bodied fighting
woman is a new tum
in the representation
of women in film, and
she is a figure for femi-
nists to appraise.

12
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She appeared moet vividly in the
mwch-discussed 1980 film “Silence of
the Lamba " As she aecepted an Oscar

{ for Best Actress for her portraval of

Clarice Starling, Jwlie Fuster said:
*Thanks to the Academy for embracing

| such an ineredibly strong and beavtiful

feminist hero that 'm so proud of ™
Foster portrayed a smart ond aceom-
plished worman who net only sweceeds
im catching a eerial killer before any of
her male FRI colleagues, bul matches
wits with a hrilliant and dangerous
cannibalistic mabe psychiatrist. In fact,
the Matiwonal Chganization for Women
publicly supported director Jonathan
Demme, and screenwriter Anna
Hamilton Pholan “Mask”™ and*Gonillas

o imbthee Mist® i told the Los Angeles Times,
| “T saw this movie as very pro-female,

ome in which the horrer of vielence
against women 18 brilliantly balanced
by the presence of well-drawn female

| characers.”

Meat came the less-hyped “Termi-
nator 2.7 which featwred the single-

| minded frasdom-fighter Sarah

Comnor, Plaved by Linda Hamilton,
wha whittled her padded bady of the
first Terminator film o boyish,
taut, apexual contoura, Conpor i8 a
musacled machine engaged in a
hattle against evil Terminators whe
intend to wipe aut the human race.
SGhe snarls and fights and kills like
an anmimal, actively changing the
course of history to prevent a hor-
rifile future.

What's distinctive aboul thess new
Hollywonsd heroines 1s that, contrary to
the dominant cultural logie of gender

| calegorization, they appear at times to
| be androgvnous, 115 frostrating to en-

pounter a person who defies casy gen-
der labeling ~— and it's na surprise thatl
film and television sometimes employ
the gender-confused Ngure as a ool for
narrative suspense. But gender confia-
siomean beacatalyst for feministchange:
Thess fighting women are heroic pow-
prhouses whose strength comes from
their vefusal to adhere to the myth of
femininity, Their androgyny illustrates
that gender roles are cultural con-
structions — therehy proving that
women are nol naturally beiter
nuriurers and men are nab inherently

| superior reasonars,

While these new hemanes inaugurate
a poat-gender trend in filmie represen-
tutinn of women {the past-gender man
iz =till too threatening a figure for male

FHOND A HEE] CarsiinGy ORI FICTURES CORF

audiences, notwithstanding Armeld
Schwarlzenegger’s nurturing tenden-
cies in “T2", their gender-bending i=
sl an its [oemative stages. For now at
leasd, it = vnly skin-desp.

For inatance, in “Silence,” Starling is
clearly seen as inferior o heroolleagues
Iecause she s a woman, 1t's irmpaasi ble
tr forgel that she's a woman among
men. Her suparior excludes ber fnan a
discuzzion with ithe sherilT because
“this typr of sex crime has certain as-
pects I'd jusl as soon discuss in pri-
vale.” A prisoner Lhrows a gab ol semen
into her face and smarls, 1 can smell
your eunt,” In her dealings with Dr.
Hannibal Leocter, she is without s
diubt posationed as n subordinatle —ps
a womnan, patient, daughter and st
dent. At the close of the movie, it s
unclear whether Starling will even be
able to solve Mature cases withmat
Lecter's gundance.

Thesame backlash underpinnings are
evident in “T2" Barah Connor's ulte-
mgte value is that of mather to John
Connor, leader of the post-holeeaust
Resistamee Agaimst the Terminutors.
Her “femininity” erupts at a crecial
miament — when she has the spporiu-
nity to0 murder Dyson, the man wha
gpearhesds the technology leading fo
the nuclear holocauat. Conner 18 about
o pump bullets intohis body when. . she
cries, She can't bring hersell to do it
Ehe is comforted only by her son's em-
bywee. Thewgh Connor does not Live by
the sterectypical regulationz of femi-
ninity, she can still be seen to embody
mythic femininity, Nel only is she a
mother, she 12 a Mather: ol 18 her =an
whao will save humanity,

Ok consider A League of Their Own,”
which gives a cursory nedd toward sub-
verting immutable gender categnries.
Directar Penny Muarshall's chronicle of
the mad- d0s’ All Amecican Girls Pro-
Fessional Basehall Leagiedemonsteates
that women can pitch a fasthall and
earn runs-batted-in az well as any to-
bacco-gpitting man, But the movie is
rife with l:r:-xL:I:jnkm: atthe EXpEnE al's
player considered vgly and masenline.
Amad thee Lisgsrn alar abaennds to domest e
bliss after e seasan, when her huos-
band returns lrom the war,

What. exactly, 1= a “Teminist” f[lm?
Diefiruticns are as wide-ranging as the
theories of fermintsta themselves. This
14 because, contrary (o popular epinion,
feminism s nota monolith, Many people
bhelicve thatl a ferminist Glm s one that
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