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Front Lines

Looking Backward
Movine Forward

The time has come for me to say good-bye.
Nearly 10 years have passed since I came to On

the Issues, which had just published its first edition:
A small newsletter produced for the patients and
staff of CHOICES Women's Medical Center.
Today, after many evolutions, it is a respected
alternative press publication with faithful subscribers,
and available in bookstores and on newsstands
throughout the country. Until 1989, Merle
Hoffman and I were the sole editorial staff and we
published twice yearly. Today we have two
additional editors and publish quarterly. Among

the little-known, remarkable things about On the Issues: The editorial staff is only part-
time and the art directors are off-site.

Despite the operational challenges, we have had many firsts, including: Three
articles on women and AIDS before AIDS was considered a woman's issue; an in-
depth piece on lesbian healthcare when no one discussed the subject; and a spectacular
interview with the late Petra Kelly. We have also had a number of exclusive firsthand
accounts: Carlos Wilson on the plight of the Saharawis and how the indomitable
women made an oasis in the desert; Amy Goodman on the abortion war in Guam;
Patricia Golan on the effect of the SCUDs on Israeli family life...I could go on and
on, but let's move forward.

In this issue there are also firsthand accounts such as that of Christine Schaack
McGoey who monitored the infamous Glen Ridge rape trial every day as a member
of NOW. McGoey brings you right into the courtroom in the way no newspaper
article could. We also have Mary Lou Greenberg's report on how the staffs of Florida
abortion clinics refuse to be intimidated by the murder of Dr. David Gunn; Helen
M. Stummer documents in photos and prose the story of a remarkable woman who
rises above her desolate, crime-ridden world to benefit the lives of those around her;
andjeannine O. Howitz discusses how the denigration of stay-at-home mothers
impacts on everything considered "women's work."

Although I am moving on, I know that in the years to come On the Issues will
continue to advance and I anticipate its steady growth. So keep up the fight, old
friends; we've weathered a lot of storms together and sometimes we wondered if we'd
make it to shore, but — all in all — it's been exhilarating.

m
Beverly Lowy
Executive Editor
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United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum

T H E I S S E S
n the day I
would be visit-
ing the newly
dedicated Ho-
locaust Mu-
seum, I awoke
at 4 a.m. and
found myself

waiting for the sun to rise. It was as if
observing such a daily miracle could act
as some sort of emotional or spiritual |
innoculation against the assaults I antici-
pated.

I had been keeping up with the politics,
challenges and questions that riddled this
particular project since the announce-
ment of its inception over 10 years ago.
How, tor instance, to enshrine pure evil
without turning the monument into a
Holocaust theme park or a multi-media
event. How to avoid having it denigrate
into pure kitsch — how to bridge the
distance between memory and history,
between those memories that remain
personalized and mutable, and those
which become collectively reified —
how to portray the Holocaust as some-
thing "outside history" as Elie Wiesel
describes it, a pathology apart from and
outside of any known human parameter
but at the same time showing its most
quintessentially human (as in man's ca-
pacity for evil) and therefore potentially

Every visitor is given the identity card
of an individual who was caught up in
the terror of the Holocaust.

1896 shelling and more than 5,000 of us are

enduring face. And the question of
whether a museum dedicated to chroni-
cling the murder of six million Jews was
the appropriate vehicle to express a per-
manentjewish presence in Washington's
memorial culture.

For, in this time of intense seculariza-
tion coupled with varied styles of spiri-
tual journeys seeking meaning, the Ho-
locaust has become an experience of
Jewishness that everyone can relate to.
"Never again."

Nonetheless, as Elie Wiesel reminds us
about the Holocaust, "Not every victim
was a Jew, but all Jews were victims."

My journey begins as I step out of the
taxi and face a concrete wall with words
that admonish me to "stare this evil in the
face" for only then "can we be sure that
it will never nse again." I read quickly as
I enter the building and have to retrace
my steps to discover who wrote them,
only to find it was Ronald Reagan. To
me it signified a strange but ironic con-
nection between Nazism and Reagan's
policies on reproductive freedom. I re-
called that one of the first official acts of
the new Nazi regime was to ban abor-
tion. It was a connection not easily erased
by Reagan's tribute to the victims; Reagan

- the same man who stood at their
killers' graves at Bittburg. To insure
bipartisanship there is a quote fromjirnmy
Carter: "Never again will the world fail
to act to prevent this terrible crime of
genocide."

Never again?
As I write, Bosnia still convulses from

genocidal and nationalistic violence while
the world debates the merits and risks of
intervention. Bosnia is not Auschwitz,
but then, what is? As Peter Schneider
wrote in the New York Times in May: "If
Auschwitz is our standard of measure-
ment, there's no point intervening any-
where in the world because none of the
crimes currently being committed against
human rights attains the scale of
Auschwitz."

Once inside the museum I am sur-
rounded by tourists dressed casually and
wearing sneakers. I feel that they, and not
I (I am dressed all in black), are out of
place in this place. I am directed by a
guard to stand on line to get my "identity
card." Every visitor is matched by age
and sex with a real individual who lived
during the Holocaust. The card is meant
to be updated twice during the visit and
is supposed to attempt to change die
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