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Women rs History is Worth Saving
Help Preserve Paulsdale

Alice Stokes Paul
(1885 - 1977)

In 1923, Alice Paul authored the Equal We know the importance of public
Rights Amendment and crusaded for its pas- memoriakThey serve as symbols of our
sage for the rest of her life. She also wrote the «> l l e« i v e past and inspirations for our
equalrightsstatementsintheUnitedNations futurc- ^ there are few national monu-
Charter Because of Alice Paul's work, the m e n t s w l u c h KCO&™ the contributions of
1964CivilRightsActoutlawedsexdiscrimi- Amencan women. Although women sparked

" B . . the historic preservation movement in this
nation m the workplace. m Qn[y A% o f al, N a t b n a l H i s t o r i c

Today, the Alice Paul Centennial Foun- i^fa^ honor the accomplishments of
dation, a volunteer, not-for-profit organiza- women>

tion, is struggling to preserve Paulsdale, her W o m e n pionecred major reforms in edu-
birthplace and home. cation, health care, labor and many other

Paulsdale, recently named a National His- areas of our society. Paulsdale will become a
toric Landmark, is acirca 1840 farmhouse on national leadership center where new
6.5 acres in Mount Laurel, New Jersey, near generations of women and girls will come
Philadelphia. This is the place where Alice together to create solutions to the problems

voices throughout the land, re-
peating oaths of office for the Cabinet, the
Senate, the House and for state and local
offices. Women said it was time for change;
it was time for women to lead; it was time
for women to make a difference.

As women take a stand, it is important to
remember the women who struggled for
generations to help us reach this point.
There are so many of greater and lesser fame
who have paved the way. By recognizing the
accomplishments of these women, we are
able to strengthen our resolve to face the
challenges ahead.

Alice Stokes Paul is a striking example of
one woman who has made a difference in
the lives of women and who continues to
inspire us today. Alice Paul was the architect
of some of the most outstanding political
achievements made by women in the 20th
Century.

Alice Paul dedicated her life to the struggle
for women's rights i n the United States and
around the world. She was a foremost leader
in the final battle to win the vote for women.
It was Paul who created the National
Woman's Party to finally achieve suffrage
through a constitutional amendment.

To honor the vision and courage of Alice
Paul, the Foundation plans to create at
Paulsdale a national conference and leader-
ship development center for women and girls.

Paulsdale is an historic site that will go
beyond honoring the achievements of one
significant American woman. It will continue
her legacy through the work it
undertakes.Paulsdale will serve as a catalyst
for creative collaboration among both indi-
viduals and groups for strenghtening the con-
tributions which women can make toward
America's social and economic future.

seizing this opportunity to preserve Paulsdale
as a place to help create a positive future for
women and girls everywhere. Join with us to
begin creating our future today.

For more information about the
national campaign to save Paulsdale or to
make a tax-deductible contribution, please

write or call...
Alice Paul Centennial Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 472
Moorestown, NJ 08057

609-231-1885

Save Paulsdale to Continue Alice Paul's Legacy
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Front Lines

Upsides / Downsides of
Making Choices

When it comes to our reproductive lives, we
feminists are understandably skeptical of the choices
we're offered. Those of us who were given birth
control pills in the early '60s are probably even
more aware than younger women of the dangers
and health consequences of chemical intervention.
Oh no, we were assured, the Pill isn't causing
erosions of the cervix (or headaches, or nausea or
high blood pressure). Later we discovered the Pill
could cause all that and more, including strokes and
embolisms. Now the Food and Drug Administration
finally has approved Depo-Provera as a

contraceptive, saying that the risk of cancer is '"minimal." Excuse us if we view this
with a jaundiced eye. We're told it will give us autonomy and control over our
reproduction, but how much control when for three months we can't forgo the drug
no matter how many side effects it has? At least with the contraceptive implant
Norplant inserted in our arms we can have it removed — but this?

The fact is that just about every reproductive technology will have feminists on both
sides of the fence, with a few of us trying to straddle it. Is in-vitro fertilization with
its low success rate really a boon to women? Or are too many of us victims of
marketing hype, and pie-in-the-sky promises made by those who stand to benefit
financially from our bodies? Is fetal tissue research a real medical advance, or is it
another way of using woman-as-incubator? Will we always have to be on the alert
not to be abused, to be able to make truly informed choices? Of course we will.

One very controversial method of reproductive control is menstrual extraction.
That, at least, is in the hands of women, and we can be involved with our own
procedure. But, is it safe? Proponents say it's the safest way to have an abortion and
can, if we wish, be used to give us the power to regulate our menstrual flow. The
majority of the medical establishment appears to disagree and considers the procedure
potentially dangerous. The feminist Boston Women's Health Book Collective thinks
menstrual extraction seems to have a very low rate of complications, risks and side
effects but that "more research needs to be done before we know whether extraction
of the uterine lining on a monthly basis is safe."

Our section on reproductive health explores both sides of the menstrual extraction
debate in articles by Rebecca Chalker (for) and Louise Tyrer (against). Read them
and decide for yourselves.

After all, unless we are able to examine, explore and question, we can't make
informed choices, and that can be extremely hazardous to our health.
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