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NORMA McCORVEY
WITH ANDY MEJSl.Eft

BALKAN

"Through short but deeply
felt essays on everything
from housepaint and high-
heeled shoes to point-blank
murder, Drakulic tells the
story of the Balkan crisis as
people are living it."

— The Nation

"Moving and eloquent."
— New York Times

With four new chapters
$11.00 paperback

Her search for a
legal abortion led
Norma McCorvey
to become the
anonymous
plaintiff in the
landmark Supreme
Court decision.
This book is her
personal story,
"a direct, unsenti-
mental, and often
harsh account of
a real life at the
heart of historical
events."
— Publishers Weekly

SALLY B U F R A B E

The memoir of
Sally Belfrage,
daughter of
radical writers
Cedric Belfrage
and Molly Castle,
who yearned to be
an "all-American
girl" during her
McCarthy-era
adolescence in the
conformist 50s.
"Wry and
poignant."

—Publishers
Weekly

"A bold and original
exploration of female
inventiveness and courage."

— Harriet G. Lerner,
author of The Dance of Anger

"Buoyant and instructive...
a welcome counterweight to
the pressures society still
exerts on women who want
a life of their own."

— New Woman
$12.00 paperback

"With simplicity, and honesty,
Bloodlines movingly describes
Hales evolution and ultimate
liberation. Powerful and
poignant."

— Chief Wilma Mankiller
"Mesmerizing."

—New York Times
Book Review

Winner of the
American Book Award
$11.00 paperback
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Also available from HzrperCollinsCanadaLtd.
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UPDATE
As we go to press, Taslima Nasrin has reached safety in Sweden

(see "Death Bounty on Bangladesh Feminist," page 6)
and Dr. Nicolai Ivanovitch Osipov has been relieved of his

position as head of the Moscow Clinical
Center Marine Hospital (see "High Noon in Moscow," page3).
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FRONT LIMES

RONMI SAMDROFF

T H E FIRE THIS
TIME

Two Iranian women physicians approached
me at an international medical conference in 1985. They wanted to tell
a western woman journalist how the tightening fundamentalist restric-
tions were interfering with their ability to care for their patients. One

doctor described rushing between medical buildings, hurriedly conferring with a
male colleague on how to treat an emergency case. They were stopped on the street
by two teenage boys with rifles who demanded to know why the woman doctor
had let her chador fall open and expose her hair, and why she was conversing with
a male who was not a relative. The two were detained for only 20 minutes—but
long enough to throw the doctors considerably off their stride and allow their patient s
condition to grow more desperate.

Since then, things have gone from bad to worse for women doctors, and all women,
in Iran. Fundamentalist efforts to eradicate the presence and influence of women in
the public sphere has been a particular burden for Iran's professional women, many
of whom have studied and lived abroad. When a woman has tasted professional and
personal freedom, its loss is horrific, and for some, ultimately unbearable (see Martha
Shelley's "A Sacrificial Light").

Relentless anti-female dogma and ever-tightening restrictions serve a clear purpose
in todays Iran; they help to distract the male population from the economic, social,
and military failures of the fundamentalist regime, writes Mahin Hassibi, MD, in her
article on "Sexual Apartheid in Iran."

Sexual apartheid? We choose that phrase because, ironically,' 'apartheid'' now implies
the hope of radical change. When black and progressive groups in the U.S. began
their long campaign to end apartheid in South Africa, many doubted if international
pressure and boycotts would help, or if anything short of a prolonged civil war could
uproot the apartheid system. But we lived to witness the dissolution of a seemingly
intractable system of social oppression.

If the freedom of women all over the world is to be protected, sexual apartheid in
the fundamentalist Moslem world must someday meet a similar fate. While interna-
tional support can help, ultimately, the hope of radical change is the responsibility of
the women and men there—-just as change in South Africa resulted, primarily, from
the sustained and heroic efforts of its people. The special tragedy of sexual apartheid
is that so many women in fundamentalist countries have incorporated the belief that
misogynous separatism, couched as the will of God, is the only way to protect them-
selves from male harassment.

The positive synergy that can emerge from linking race and gender struggles is
highlighted in two other pieces in this issue. Be sure to read the stirring—and sur-
prising—OTI Dialogue between Freedom Rider and now Congressman John Lewis
(D-GA) and feminist activist Andrea Dworkin. And check out Phyllis Chester's visit
to Camp Sister Spirit, a feminist education outpost under local attack, for a glimpse
at what's changed, and what hasn't, in Mississippi.

For insights into how our world rulers are schooled to make the apartheid/gender
oppression connection, see Katherine Finkelstein's "It's a Rocky Rolodex at Oxford."

We're proud of many other pieces in this issue, too—so read on and please let us
know what you think.
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