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Article I Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of

religion, or prohibiting thefreeexercise thereof; or abridging the freedom

ofspeech,orofthe press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to pet it ton the Government for a redress of grievance,).

$Article II A well regulated Militia, being necessary/ to the security

of a free State, the right oj the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not

be infringed, ff Article III No Soldier shall, in time of peace be

quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time

of war, but in a manner

to be prescribed by law.

t ArticleW The right

of I he people to l>e seen re
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in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable

searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no II arran/s shall

issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and

particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or

things to he seized *f Article V No person shall be held to answer for

a eapital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or

indictment of a Grand Jury, e.xeepl in eases arising in the land or

naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of II ar

or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence

to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall he compelled in any

criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor

he deprived of life, liberty or property, without due

process of law; nor shall private property be taken

for public use, without just compensation.
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ROGRESSIVE.
CONFRONTATIONAL.

N F O R M A T I V E . F R E E - T H I N K I N G

CAN YOU SAY THE SAME

A B O U T ° U R PHONE B I L L ?

V trange as it may sound, thousands of

Americans actuaUy look forward to receiving

their monthly phone bill.

These are not sad, lonely citizens,

desperate for any contact with the outside

world. They are among the country's

most progressive thinkers. They're

Working Assets Long Distance customers.

At Working Assets, we donate 1% of our

customers' bills to nonprofit organizations

they select. Groups like the Children's

Defense Fund, Planned Parenthood,

Amnesty International, and the National

Minority AIDS Council. We generated over

$1.5 million dollars for organizations like

these last year alone.

And every bill you get will update you on

urgent issues where your voice can make a differ-

ence. We name key political decision-makers and

give you free and easy ways to confront them.

Last year, our customers made their voices

heard over 450,000 times - becoming one of

the most powerful citizen groups in America.

In addition, our basic interstate rates are

Health care
clinic access.

End banks'
discrimination

against
minorities.

Handgun
control.

Just a
few victories

Working Assets'
customers

helped win.

competitive with those of AT&T f MCI8

and Sprint? And we offer plenty of built-

in discounts. What's more, we'll give you

60 FREE MINUTES of long distance

calls as soon as you sign up.

But we never compromise on quality.

^We use major carriers' lines — so calls are

crystal clear. And our customer service is

genuinely friendly and efficient.

What have you got to lose? You'll get

competitive rates and help make a difference

with every call you make. Switch to

Working Assets Long Distance now.

Call 1-800-788-8588

We'll give you honest answers to any questions

you have, and switch you over right away.

And about a month from now, your phone

bill should make very interesting reading.

WORKING ASSETS9

Long D i s t a n c e

By joining 1 authorise Working Assets Long Due™* ,„ become my primary long
distance tame. Working Assets will mail me a certificate good for 60 free minutes of interstate calling
it the 3,000-mile nighi/weekend rate. The certificate can be redeemed by enclosing it into >ny bill
I choose. Then, on the following bill, the 60 free mmures ctedi, will appear. Offer void where prohib-
ited. Rate comparisons effective 5/1/95 and subject to change. AZ 293-OIR-l
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RONNI SANDROFF

Censorship,
Then & Now

H is lips burned a trail of kisses down
my throat." Not a great line of poetry, perhaps, but the
opening of the very first poem this writer had accepted

for publication by a jury of her peers. I was elated for a whole week before the
poem was expurgated from the yearbook lineup by a pompous high school
official who told me: "Girls your age don't get kissed on the neck."

That was the first in a string of censorship (sometimes called "judicious edit-
ing") incidents that I experienced, in ever more prestigious settings, as a fledg-
ling writer in the early 1960s. So, of course, I cheered when in 1964 the
Berkeley Free Speech Movement ran "fuck" up the flag pole and let it fly. And
to this day I have a special affection for banned books and a fear of all types of
institutional repression.

But while the Berkeley movement succeeded in loosening up censorship in
the sexual arena, it has had a quixotic effect on women's freedom. Certainly
we're freer to curse, exhibit our body parts, and divulge the details of our sex
lives than we were in the rule-bound 1950s. But this expanding freedom has
also been used against us, in a kind of sexual reductionism. The "girl writers"
are free to discourse about sex, love, and family life, but our point of view is
consistently kept off the editorial pages and female leaders are seldom asked for
comment on the key political issues of the day.

A number of articles in this issue examine, from divergent points of view, the
silencing and trivialization of women's speech in historical and contemporary
settings. Phyllis Chesler examines the life of Elizabeth Packard, who, in 1860,
was committed to an insane asylum for daring to disagree with her husband's
religious views (and who later crusaded for the rights of married women and
mental patients). Andrea Dworkin looks at the founding fathers' intentions
when they wrote the Bill of Rights and advances the idea that the sexism and
racism of those times bequeathed us a structure that is difficult—if not impossi-
ble—to expand to be more inclusive.

In "Write What You Want... as long as it's about sex," Shere Hite notes the
subtle censorship that takes place when corporate publishers limit female
authors to "women's" topics and the press pays more attention to their looks
than their ideas. And in the OTI Dialogue, "Bum Raps, Bubba, & Affirmative
Action," Barbara Arnwine, Ramona Edelin, and Julianne Malveaux, disagree on
the merits of the current outcry against rap music lyrics, but come together in
articulating how black women's experience in "making a way from no way"
can help re-inspire the feminist movement. Listening in on their conversation
certainly re-inspired me—as does working for a magazine where women's
voices are neither silenced, trivialized, nor censored. •
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