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A B O U T ° U R P H O N E B I L L :

Vtrange as it may sound, thousands of

Americans actually look forward to receiving

their monthly phone bill.

These are not sad, lonely citizens,

desperate for any contact with the outside

world. They are among the country's most

progressive thinkers.They're Working Assets

Long Distance customers.

At Working Assets, we donate 1% of our

customers' bills to nonprofit organizations they

select. Groups like the Children's Defense Fund,

Planned Parenthood, Amnesty International,

and the National Minority AIDS Council.

We generated over $1.5 million dollars for

organizations like these last year alone.

And every bill you get will update you on

urgent issues where your voice can make a differ-

ence. We name key political decision-makers and

give you free and easy ways to confront them.

Last year, our customers made their voices

heard over 450,000 times - becoming one of

the most powerful citizen groups in America.

In addition, our basic interstate rates are

competitive with those of AT&T," MCI® and

Nuclear
testing bans.

Health care
clinic access.

End Banks'
discrimination

against
minorities.

Handgun
control.

Just a
few victories

Working Assets'
customers

helped win.

Sprintf And we offer plenty of built-in

discounts. What's more, we'll give you

60 FREE MINUTES of long distance

calls as soon as you sign up.

But we never compromise on quality.

We use major carriers' lines - so calls are

crystal clear. And our customer service is

genuinely friendly and efficient.

What have you got to lose? You'll get com-

petitive rates and help make a difference with

every call you make. Switch to Working Assets

Long Distance now.

Call 1-800-788-8588

We'll give you honest answers to any questions

you have, and switch you over right away.

And about a month from now, your phone

bill should make very interesting reading.

WORKING ASSETS®

Long D i s t a n c e

By joining I authorize Working Assets Long Distance to become my primary long
distance catricr. Working Assets will mail me a certificate good fot 60 free minutes of intcr-
state calling at the 3.000-mile night/weekend rate. The certificate can be redeemed by
enclosing it into any bill I choose. Then, on the following bill, the 60 free minutes ctedit
will appear. Offer void where prohibited. Rate comparisons effective 5/1/95 and subject to
change. AZ293-O1R-I
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FRONT LINES

SANDROFF

What's Love
Got To Do With It?

I n progressive political circles,to speak of
love is to guarantee that one will be dismissed or considered naive,"
writes bell hooks in an essay called "Love as the Practice of Free-

dom," published in Outlaw Culture.
The conservative right has been less faint-hearted. They openly lobby to

keep the dangerous forces of love and passion safely enshrined in the traditional
marriage. Cleverly marketing themselves as the keeper of "family values," the
right promises to restore those mythic good old days when men were men and
women their unprotesting helpmates.

For the most part, progressive forces have ceded serious consideration of love
and family values to the right, ignoring the fundamental human importance of
domestic partnerships and pair-bonding—of the small city-states that exist in
the home. The state or "the system" (be it capitalist or socialist) is seen as the
only source of (and solution to) the social problems that grow out of our indi-
vidual failures to sufficiently love, treasure, and care for each other.

Feminist thinkers have long analyzed the political aspects of personal life. But
the tocus has often been on the negative aspects of pair bonding (marriage as
legal prostitution; "second shift" exploitation of working mothers; incest, rape,
battering, and murder in the home). This approach has focused the public spot-
light on many ignored problems. But it has also distanced many family-cen-
tered women and men from a movement that seems to eschew the possibility
of the positive love relationships which most of us crave.

For the most part, feminists have not articulated an image of a positive future.
Celebrating the caring couple—straight and gay—and the functional family as a
starting point for a continuum of love radiating outward to the community and
larger society has been a missing piece in the feminist vision for the future.

Well, at O N THE ISSUES we believe in going where few women have gone
before. Our special section on "The Future of Love" takes a sometimes
humorous, often bittersweet view of today's beleagured couple relationships.

This issue offers some other boundary-pushing pieces, including a feminist
analysis of Prozac by psychiatrist Mahin Hassibi, and a telling decade-by-
decade account of feminist battles with the mental health establishment by
Phyllis Chesler. For a walk on the dark side, don't miss "Pimping: The World's
Oldest Profession" by Kathleen Barry, and Diana Russell's (page 32) and Mark
Hussey's provocative deconstructions of Nadine Strossen's controversial book
Defending Pornography (page 48).

Welcome to our many new subscribers. Remember, we love to hear from
one and all—see the masthead for how to reach us by mail, fax, or our new e-
mail address on the World Wide Web. •
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Abortion Providers:
The New

"Communists"?

I knew that things had changed when I was handed

a button that read "I'm Pro-Choice and I shoot back"

at a recent abortion-providers conference in

Washington, D.C. I also learned that a physician in Nevada had built a

million-dollar clinic outfitted with strategic military defense protection

and six .357 magnums. He calls it Fort Abortion.

Six years ago, when the danger involved only
invasions, harassment, and bombings, the buttons
and bumper stickers read "I'm Pro-Choice and I
vote." Now, looking at this button, I knew for
certain that armed self-defense in the pro-choice
movement was far more than a political or
philosophical discussion. Theory had moved full
force into reality. And the current reality was
hard—very hard.

I was out of town when I learned about the
murders of two clinic workers in Brookline,
Massachusetts—Shannon Lowny at Planned Par-
enthood and Leanne Nichols at Pre-Term. How
does one measure a living sacrifice? Insurance
companies have tables of worth—a leg, so much,
an arm, so much more. But how do you measure
these deaths?

I thought of my clinic staff and the heroism of
their everyday lives. I own Choices. My com-
mitment is a quarter of a century old. They
"only work there."

But that hardly describes their commitment.
Waves of protectiveness and responsibility
washed over me, a bitter sadness mixed with fury
and grief. I stayed on the telephone for hours to
share their horror and rage and to listen to their
silence, which told me so much more. Now they
knew in their guts what they had heard in their

minds—that none of us are safe, that there is no
impregnable protection, that all of us are poten-
tial targets.

I went to Brookline two weeks after the mur-
ders. On a cold Sunday afternoon in February I
followed the steps of John Salvi. I looked for the
spontaneous memorials I had seen on television,
the flowers and poems left on the streets in front
of the clinics, but the spaces were empty. The
sidewalks had returned to their usual functions.
Only a lone police car in front of Planned Par-
enthood and metal-detector newly installed
behind the clinic's glass doors gave hints of the
recent violence.

I've struggled over how I feel about violence
in the service of a "just" cause—violence as a
strategy of terror and violence in self-defense.
"I'm pro-choice and I shoot back." When my
anger threatened to overwhelm me, when it
stuck in my throat and constricted my breathing,
I indulged in fantasies—armed ones. Mainly my
mind would fast-forward to the courtroom
scene. Defense strategy: female rage. "I just
couldn't take it anymore, your honor. The con-
stant assaults by the system on my sensibilities—
the little slights; the sexist remarks; the porno
billboards; reading every day about another
woman raped, slashed, murdered, burned; now
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