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What’s Love
ot To Do With It?

n progressive political circles, to speak of
love s to guarantee that one wall be dismissed or considered naive”
writes bell heoks in an essay called “Love as the Pracrice of Free-
dom,” published in Owilas Ciliere,

The conservative right has been less faint-hearted. They openly lobby te
keep the dangerous forces of love and pasion afiely ershrined in the iraditonal
marriage. Cleverly marketing themselves as the keeper of “family values,.” the
right promases to restore those mvthic good old days when men were men and
women their unprotesting helpmares,

For the most part, progresseve forces huve ceded seriows consderation of love
and family values to the right. ignoring the fundamental human imporance of
domestic parmerships and paor-bonding—of the emall city-states that exise in
the home, The state or “the syseem” (be it capiralisc or socialist) is seen as the
anly source of (and solution 1o} the secial problems thar grow out of our indi-
vidual failures 1o sufficiently lowe, treasure, and care for cach other,

Feminist thinkers havs lowg analyzed the political aspects of personal life. Bug
the focus has often been on the negative aspects of pair bonding {marriage as
legal prostitution; “second shifi™ exploitition of working mothers; incest, rape,
battering, and murder in the home). This approach has focused the public spot-
hight an many ignored problems. Bur ic has also distanced many famuly-cen
tered wormen and men from a movement that seems to eschew the possibility
of the positve love relationshaps which most of us crave,

For the most part, feminists have not articulated an image of a positne futoee
Celebrating the caring couple—straight and gay—and the functiomal family as a
starting point for a continuum of love mdiating ourward w the communicy and
larger society has been 4 mesing plece in the feminist vision for the futre

W=l ac O THE 1ssUEs we helieve 1n going where few women have gong
before, Cr special section on “The Futore of Love'™ takes a sometimes
humorgus, ofien bitersweet view of today’s belesgured couple relationships.

This issue affers some other boundary-pushing pieces. including a feminist
analysis of Prozac by psychiatrist Mahin Hassibi. and a telling decade-hy-
decade account of feminist Battles with che mental health seablishment by
'I:'|'|:|r||1: Chiesler. For a walk on the dark side, don®t miiss "|‘i11|'p-'in__:.$"|v|'..-¢' Wiorld®
Cidest Profession” by Kathleen Barry, and Dhana Russells fpage 32) and Mark
Hussey's provocarive deconstructions of Madine Strossens contmoversial book
Dieferrding Porvoprapdy (paspe 48)

Welcome 1o our many new subscribers, Feemember, we love to hear from
one and all—see the masthead for how to meach us by mail, Gx, or our new e-
mail addecs: oo the World Waide Weh, #
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