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Politics + Scholarship =
Winner of the Illinois-National Women's Studies
Association Book Award

Politics and scholarship
Feminist Academic Journals
and the Production of Knowledge
Patrice McDermott

An in-depth look at contemporary feminist debates
and their forums.

Feminist activists have tried to bridge the gap between
the political interests of the grassroots feminist
movement and the institutional demands of schol-
arly inquiry by creating feminist academic journals.
Patrice McDermott provides an in-depth study of the
operations of three major American university-based
journals and includes a discussion of a number of
other journals, both alternative and mainstream.

$36.95; Paper, $13.95

Politics for People
Finding a Responsible Public Voice
David Mathews

"Perhaps, a reader can conclude, by realizing how
much political power we can and do wield in our
own backyards, we may lose some of our despon-
dency and a lot of our dependency upon our elec-
tive government. Mathews wecomely reminds us of
the true consistency and the persistence of authen-
tically American politics." - ALA Booklist

$24.95; Paper, $9.95

o

Now available in paperback

Decoding Abortion Rhetoric
Communicating Social Change
Celeste Michelle Condit

"[Concurs] temperate, thorough discussion of both
sides of the abortion controversy, her careful tracing
of the historical development of issues and posi-
tions together with her thoughtful treatment of the
aiguments and their implications make this 'must
reading tor anyone concerned about this topic* ~
Martha Solomon, Quarterly journafo/speech

Illus, $a«;a lso available !n cloth

Oil intimate Terms
The Psychology of Difference in
Lesbian Relationships
Bever/y Burch

"jiegarcSess of one's sexual orientation, there is much
to learn here about the nature of Jovfe and its un-
conscious deterirtinants."

$ 12.95; also available In cloth

1994 Winner of the Lillian Smith Book Award

Local people
The Struggle for Civil Rights
in Mississippi
John Dittmer

"A gripping portrait of largely forgotten civil rights
workers who forged racial change in the face of
violence and murder.... It also redefines the roles
of Martin Luther King, John Kennedy and Lyndon
Johnson as national leaders who were forced to act
by the unswerving determination of local people."
- William Ferris, New York Times Book Review

A volume in the series Blades in the New World, edited by August
Meier and John H. Bracey

Illus. $29.95

From Outrage to Action
The Politics of Grass-Roots Dissent
Laura Ft. Woliver

"A pioneering investigation of local, ad hoc interest
groups that are launched by a blatant in just ice—
Explores the impressive defensive capabilities against
change of established social groups and portrays the
complex consequences of 'sputtering interest1 for
attitudes (such as consciousness raising), for action,
and for future policy." - Murray Edelman, author of
The Symbolic Uses of Politics

Illus. $36.95; Paper, $16.95

waiting for prime Time
The Women of Television News
Moriene Sanders ar\6 Marcra Rock

r"Th|Sf is a groundbreaking first history of the 'under*
ground1 women's movement at the networks, itIs
told with no holds barred by a leader of thatstruggte,
which Ss srjil going on. I found it extremely moving,"
- Betty Friedan

Illus. $ 13,95; also available in cloth

Beyond the Typewriter
Gender, Class, and the Origins of
Modern American Office Work,
1900-1930
Sharon Hartman Strom

"Did the emergence of office work provide new
opportunites for women or simp^an arena for more
exploitation? Strom's answer is a definitive yes to
both." - choice

A volume fn the series Women lit American History, edited"by
Han jo Buhte Nancy A Hewitt, ami Anne fmr Scott

Illus. $ 14.95; also available in cloth

Outstanding Boat; Award o/ the Gustovus Myers Center
f<ft the Study of Hrnian Bights to the Unlmtt States.
Winner o f the Creative Achievement Award given by

stha Anertam CoJIegiate ScSootiof Architecture

Discrimination by Design
A Feminise Critique of the
Man-Made Environment
lestie Kones Weismqn

"A:fast*moving, insightful, politically astute and
upfront feminist examination of the power struggles
involved in building and controlling space." ~joni
Seager, women's Review of Books

illus. $ i i .95; also available in cloth

The Female Tradition
in Southern Literature
Edited by Carol 5. Manning

"A coherent and persuasive case for rethinking the
role of women writers in tiie southern renaissance,
Indeed for rethinking the boundaries, causes, and
impact of the renaissance itself: - Chofce

$13.95; also avafeble in cloth

The Eternally Wounded Woman
Women, Doctors, and Exercise
in the late Nineteenth: Century
Patricia A. V f r f c
"Verttnsky shows how pervasive was the notfoa that
the male is the standard die normal, and the, female,
deviant or inadequate, She is convincing when she
musters the evidence, using exercise as her focus, to
de&unK the idea of the 'etemaly wounded female*
who cannot measure up to men" - susanDraln,
Victorian itevfew

Paper, $13,95

available at your local bookstore or call toll-free BOO/545-4703 • UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS - 1 3 2 5 S o u t h Oak. s t r e e t • C h a m p a i g n , 1L 6 1 8 2 0
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FRONT LIMES

RONIUI SANDROFF

Fear, Fortitude
and the FBI

Ik s the daughter of two labor organizers,
/ ^L my early childhood education included how to spot FBI agents

^~^k ("no one else in this neighborhood keeps their shoes shined") and
£ ^k how to answer their questions ("look dumb and slam the

-^^- -J^- door"). So it was no problem for me to identify the stiff-jawed
man in a brown suit who sat outside publisher Merle Hoffman's office. What
was unnerving was to realize that I was glad to see him; this time the FBI had
come to guard, rather than harass us. In fact, the bureau showed up only
because Merle had spent days calling the government and talking tough to the
media to demand protection for her clinic after the murder of Dr. John Bayard
Britton in Pensacola, Florida (see "Heroism:Theory and Practice").

Our daylong editorial meeting had been hastily moved from Manhattan to
Queens, so that Merle could remain visible at the helm of Choices Women's
Medical Center amid frequent calls from 911 that yet another bomb or death
threat had been received. For the editors, it meant personal exposure to the
tension and danger that the doctors, staff, and patients face day by day at that
clinic and those around the country.

Yes, it was scary. I couldn't just slam the door in the face of this experience. It
was a baptism of fire for our new art director, Joy Toltzis Makon, and our new
book-review editor, Nina Mehta. And yes, it was disruptive. Again and again,
Merle was forced to leave the editorial discussions she loves in order to deal
with security issues and media interviews. ("Are you afraid?" one interviewer
asked. "I'm angry!" was her poised and inspiring reply.)

But I must admit, the meeting was also exhilarating and had a galvanizing
effect on this issue, pushing us to dig for some new insights into women's
uneasy relationship with law and law enforcement in this country.

John Stoltenberg, whose role has now been expanded to co-executive editor,
went many extra miles to bring in "Busting Mister Short Eyes," the wrenching
and finally triumphant story of activist Nikki Craft's crusade to put a child
rapist behind bars. Phyllis Chesler ("The Dead Man Is Not on Trial") pored
over trial transcripts to detail the injustice and lack of mercy shown to women
who kill in self-defense. Magazine pro and veteran feminist Julia Kagan only
heard about that meeting—but it didn't stop her from joining the reinforce-
ments and accepting the post of co-executive editor.

It's exciting for women to discard socially-conditioned pretenses of self-
doubt and timidity and find we can focus and refocus on the work at hand in
the face of cowardly anonymous threateners who would love to permanently
dismantle feminist efforts. The FBI may show a friendlier face at the moment,
but history has shown us that Big Brother will not save us.

At O N THE ISSUES we have only ourselves and our readers to rely on. Fortu-
nately, that's plenty! •
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