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ABOUT Y°

x trange as it may sound, thousands of

Americans actually look forward to receiving

their monthly phone bill.

These are not sad, lonely citizens,

desperate for any contact with the outside

world. They are among the country's

most progressive thinkers. They're

Working Assets Long Distance customers. ^ ^

At Working Assets, we donate 1% of our

customers' bills to nonprofit organizations

they select. Groups like the Children's

Defense Fund, Planned Parenthood,

Amnesty International, and the National

Minority AIDS Council. We generated over

$1.5 million dollars for organizations like

these last year alone.

And every bill you get will update you on

urgent issues where your voice can make a differ-

ence. We name key political decision-makers and

give you free and easy ways to confront them.

Last year, our customers made their voices

heard over 450,000 times - becoming one of

the most powerful citizen groups in America.

In addition, our basic interstate rates are
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•
Nuclear

testing bans.

Health care
clinic access.

End banks'
discrimination

against
minorities.

Handgun
control.

Just a
tew victories

Working Assets'
customers

helped win.

N E B I L L ?

competitive with those of AT&T," MCI"

and Sprint? And we offer plenty of built-

in discounts. What's more, we'll give you

60 FREE MINUTES of long distance

calls as soon as you sign up.

But we never compromise on quality.

1 We use major carriers' lines - so calls are

k crystal clear. And our customer service is

genuinely friendly and efficient.

What have you got to lose? You'll get

competitive rates and help make a difference

with every call you make. Switch to

Working Assets Long Distance now.

Call 1-800-788-8588

We'll give you honest answers to any questions

you have, and switch you over right away.

And about a month from now, your phone

bill should make very interesting reading.

zJ^k> W O R K I N G ASSETS
^ • ^ L o n g D i s t a n c e

By lo.ning I aurhome Working Aura Long I W « w becom, my primary long
distance earner Working Assets will mail me a certificate good fc | interstate calling
at the 3.000-milc rughtAreekend rate- The certificate cm be redeemed by enclosing it into an, bill
1 choose. Then, on the fbllowtng bill, die GO free minurra credit will appear Offer void where prohib-
ited. Rate comparisons effective 5/1/95 and sub|cct to change . OIR-1
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Back (I Think)
From Beijing

I 've been uncharacteristically tongue-tied
about my adventures at the Fourth World Conference on Women in
Beijing, China. Somehow the experience looms too I.iri»e to be

squeezed into pun) sentences. How to sum up the dozens of excited, spirited
conversations with bright, brave, colorful women who came from places as
close to home as Detroit and far away as Samoa and East Timor, each a leading
expert in agriculture, urban slum problems', circus arts, international politics,
spirit dancing, or some field I'd never heard of? How to find my tongue in
time to give our readers a ground's-eye view of the historic meeting that
proved, among other things, that the women's movement is wry much alive
and fermenting around the globe?

I didn't sol\e the problem alone. 1 got saved. Unsolicited, unexpected reports
on the conference zipped in over the fax line. From Belgrade came Julia Menus s
warm account of how former Yugoslav's evaded Chinese restrictions. From Cali-

fornia, Ellen Snortland sent a funny
piece on boy-child preference.
Disp.iuhes from Warsaw arrived
from I'eggy Simpson. Then the
blooms that I'd tended in China
began to flower, proof that the
world can be changed from the
dynamic new head of UNIFEM,
Singapore's Noeleen Hey/er; an
analysis of the appeal of fundamen-
talism, from Fran Kissling of
Catholics tor Choice: and dramatic
views ot the conference from pho-
tographer Joan Roth.

Stitching it all together, the pri-
mary importance of this gathering

of 30,(1(10 women became clear: It was proof that we are not working in a vacu-
um. The isolation we often feel is induced by the mass media which seldom give
us a glimpse of the competent, knowledgeable, committed women, at home and
around the world, willing to help with the great tasks we set for ourselves.

Are the interests of women across the globe remote from our own? Read
Phyllis C :hesler's powerful inquiry into rape as a war crime in Bosnia, in Algeria,
in Rwanda, and in the gender wars at home. Take heart from the arresting
poster art of Anke Feuchtenberger from Germany, who also designed tin's
month's cover And consider the conversation between bell hooks and book
review editor Sally Owen (former owner of Judith's Room bookstore m New
York) about women as the new proletariat.

This issue also brings you .1 unique collection of •<•>(><, stories of
personal/political conversions: "born-again" Norma McCorvey (Jane Roe); an
ex-trat boy who's sworn off women-hating; young feminists turned Orthodox
Jews; and an ex-lap dancer who defends the integrity of her former colleagues.
With the help of our readers and the women of the world, we're proud to
bring you this magazine. •

Your team in Beijing:
Merle Hoffman (left), Joy Silver (center),

and Ronni Sandroff.
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Trojan
Horses

-t is a fact that some people find Jesus in the strangest of places—

he seems to relish coming in chance epiphanies, catching them unex-

pected and amazed. So when news broke in August that Norma McCor-

vey, a.k.a. Jane Roe of Roc v. Wade, the "poster girl for choice," had got

herself baptized in a Florida swimmin
Rescue I was not surprised. Rev. Flip Benham,
who did the honors, reported that Jesus Christ
"had reached through the abortion mill wall and
touched the heart of Norma McCorvey."
According to Benham. Norma found Jesus ".it
the gates of Hell."

During my 25 years at Choices, I have heard
many first-hand reports about Jesus at those par-
ticular gates. It is not unusual for women to
recount their private dialogues with him as they
lie prepped for their abortions or wake drowsy
and vulnerable from anaesthesia. "I just know he
understands," they will say. "I believe he will for-
give me."

"He wants me to be able to care tor the two
children I have."

"God is love, isn't he?"
McCorvey isn't the fust pro-choice figure to

go public with a change of mind and heart. Ye.irs
ago, Dr. Bernard Nathanson, owner and operator
of Crash (Center for Reproductive and Sexual
Health), one of the nation's first and largest abor-
tion clinics, left his practice saying he telt he had
"overseen the murder of thousands ot babies."
He went on to produce the anti-choice film
classic The Silent Si ream and forge a career as a

g pool by a leader of Operation
well-paid tavonte on the anti-choice lecture cir-
cuit.

Organizations such as WEBA (Women
Exploited By Abortion) and AVA (American Vic-
tims of Abortion) are composed entirely of
women who have had abortions but have "seen
the light" and become anti-choice activists.
Their collective analysis of the abortion experi-
ence is that "if they had only known what abor-
tion really was," that "it stopped a beating heart,"
that if only the providers had told the truth, they
would never have killed their babies. Theirs was
a sin born in ignorance; they take no responsibil-
ity but suffer the secondary guilt ot the blind and
misled. Their political activism in the anti-choice
movement is an attempt to expiate that guilt.

McCorvey's sin and resulting guilt, however,
rest not on an act of commission, but on symbol-
ism. She herself never had an abortion. It was
her inability to get one that was the basis for the
lawsuit. "I've cheated people out of money," she
told Ted Koppel in a Nightlinc interview on
August 15. "I've sold drugs. I've done a lot
against his teaching. But I think the greatest sin
that 1 did was to be the plaintiff in Roe v. IIiii/c "

In the 1W4 autobiography that uncovered her
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