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x trange as it may sound, thousands of

Americans actually look forward to receiving

their monthly phone bill.

These are not sad, lonely citizens,

desperate for any contact with the outside

world. They are among the country's

most progressive thinkers. They're

Working Assets Long Distance customers. ^ ^

At Working Assets, we donate 1% of our

customers' bills to nonprofit organizations

they select. Groups like the Children's

Defense Fund, Planned Parenthood,

Amnesty International, and the National

Minority AIDS Council. We generated over

$1.5 million dollars for organizations like

these last year alone.

And every bill you get will update you on

urgent issues where your voice can make a differ-

ence. We name key political decision-makers and

give you free and easy ways to confront them.

Last year, our customers made their voices

heard over 450,000 times - becoming one of

the most powerful citizen groups in America.

In addition, our basic interstate rates are

U R P H O

A 1I

•
Nuclear

testing bans.

Health care
clinic access.

End banks'
discrimination

against
minorities.

Handgun
control.

Just a
tew victories

Working Assets'
customers

helped win.

N E B I L L ?

competitive with those of AT&T," MCI"

and Sprint? And we offer plenty of built-

in discounts. What's more, we'll give you

60 FREE MINUTES of long distance

calls as soon as you sign up.

But we never compromise on quality.

1 We use major carriers' lines - so calls are

k crystal clear. And our customer service is

genuinely friendly and efficient.

What have you got to lose? You'll get

competitive rates and help make a difference

with every call you make. Switch to

Working Assets Long Distance now.

Call 1-800-788-8588

We'll give you honest answers to any questions

you have, and switch you over right away.

And about a month from now, your phone

bill should make very interesting reading.

zJ^k> W O R K I N G ASSETS
^ • ^ L o n g D i s t a n c e

By lo.ning I aurhome Working Aura Long I W « w becom, my primary long
distance earner Working Assets will mail me a certificate good fc | interstate calling
at the 3.000-milc rughtAreekend rate- The certificate cm be redeemed by enclosing it into an, bill
1 choose. Then, on the fbllowtng bill, die GO free minurra credit will appear Offer void where prohib-
ited. Rate comparisons effective 5/1/95 and sub|cct to change . OIR-1
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Back (I Think)
From Beijing

I 've been uncharacteristically tongue-tied
about my adventures at the Fourth World Conference on Women in
Beijing, China. Somehow the experience looms too I.iri»e to be

squeezed into pun) sentences. How to sum up the dozens of excited, spirited
conversations with bright, brave, colorful women who came from places as
close to home as Detroit and far away as Samoa and East Timor, each a leading
expert in agriculture, urban slum problems', circus arts, international politics,
spirit dancing, or some field I'd never heard of? How to find my tongue in
time to give our readers a ground's-eye view of the historic meeting that
proved, among other things, that the women's movement is wry much alive
and fermenting around the globe?

I didn't sol\e the problem alone. 1 got saved. Unsolicited, unexpected reports
on the conference zipped in over the fax line. From Belgrade came Julia Menus s
warm account of how former Yugoslav's evaded Chinese restrictions. From Cali-

fornia, Ellen Snortland sent a funny
piece on boy-child preference.
Disp.iuhes from Warsaw arrived
from I'eggy Simpson. Then the
blooms that I'd tended in China
began to flower, proof that the
world can be changed from the
dynamic new head of UNIFEM,
Singapore's Noeleen Hey/er; an
analysis of the appeal of fundamen-
talism, from Fran Kissling of
Catholics tor Choice: and dramatic
views ot the conference from pho-
tographer Joan Roth.

Stitching it all together, the pri-
mary importance of this gathering

of 30,(1(10 women became clear: It was proof that we are not working in a vacu-
um. The isolation we often feel is induced by the mass media which seldom give
us a glimpse of the competent, knowledgeable, committed women, at home and
around the world, willing to help with the great tasks we set for ourselves.

Are the interests of women across the globe remote from our own? Read
Phyllis C :hesler's powerful inquiry into rape as a war crime in Bosnia, in Algeria,
in Rwanda, and in the gender wars at home. Take heart from the arresting
poster art of Anke Feuchtenberger from Germany, who also designed tin's
month's cover And consider the conversation between bell hooks and book
review editor Sally Owen (former owner of Judith's Room bookstore m New
York) about women as the new proletariat.

This issue also brings you .1 unique collection of •<•>(><, stories of
personal/political conversions: "born-again" Norma McCorvey (Jane Roe); an
ex-trat boy who's sworn off women-hating; young feminists turned Orthodox
Jews; and an ex-lap dancer who defends the integrity of her former colleagues.
With the help of our readers and the women of the world, we're proud to
bring you this magazine. •

Your team in Beijing:
Merle Hoffman (left), Joy Silver (center),

and Ronni Sandroff.
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MERLE HOFFMAN
ON THE ISSUES

Trojan
Horses

-t is a fact that some people find Jesus in the strangest of places—

he seems to relish coming in chance epiphanies, catching them unex-

pected and amazed. So when news broke in August that Norma McCor-

vey, a.k.a. Jane Roe of Roc v. Wade, the "poster girl for choice," had got

herself baptized in a Florida swimmin
Rescue I was not surprised. Rev. Flip Benham,
who did the honors, reported that Jesus Christ
"had reached through the abortion mill wall and
touched the heart of Norma McCorvey."
According to Benham. Norma found Jesus ".it
the gates of Hell."

During my 25 years at Choices, I have heard
many first-hand reports about Jesus at those par-
ticular gates. It is not unusual for women to
recount their private dialogues with him as they
lie prepped for their abortions or wake drowsy
and vulnerable from anaesthesia. "I just know he
understands," they will say. "I believe he will for-
give me."

"He wants me to be able to care tor the two
children I have."

"God is love, isn't he?"
McCorvey isn't the fust pro-choice figure to

go public with a change of mind and heart. Ye.irs
ago, Dr. Bernard Nathanson, owner and operator
of Crash (Center for Reproductive and Sexual
Health), one of the nation's first and largest abor-
tion clinics, left his practice saying he telt he had
"overseen the murder of thousands ot babies."
He went on to produce the anti-choice film
classic The Silent Si ream and forge a career as a

g pool by a leader of Operation
well-paid tavonte on the anti-choice lecture cir-
cuit.

Organizations such as WEBA (Women
Exploited By Abortion) and AVA (American Vic-
tims of Abortion) are composed entirely of
women who have had abortions but have "seen
the light" and become anti-choice activists.
Their collective analysis of the abortion experi-
ence is that "if they had only known what abor-
tion really was," that "it stopped a beating heart,"
that if only the providers had told the truth, they
would never have killed their babies. Theirs was
a sin born in ignorance; they take no responsibil-
ity but suffer the secondary guilt ot the blind and
misled. Their political activism in the anti-choice
movement is an attempt to expiate that guilt.

McCorvey's sin and resulting guilt, however,
rest not on an act of commission, but on symbol-
ism. She herself never had an abortion. It was
her inability to get one that was the basis for the
lawsuit. "I've cheated people out of money," she
told Ted Koppel in a Nightlinc interview on
August 15. "I've sold drugs. I've done a lot
against his teaching. But I think the greatest sin
that 1 did was to be the plaintiff in Roe v. IIiii/c "

In the 1W4 autobiography that uncovered her
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Jane Roe identity, McCorvey also
revealed that her Roe pregnancy was
not the result of rape, as she had told
her lawyer Sarah Weddington and the
world had come to believe. «T

_L dill d

rough woman," McCorvey

•wrote, "born into pain and

anger and raised mostly

b y myse l f . " And her road to Roe
was difficult and hard-lived. She was the
child of an alcoholic mother who had
tried to abort her, she wrote, the grand-
child of a prostitute/fortune-teller, and
a runaway at 10 who had gone to
reform school, abused alcohol and
drugs, worked as a bartender and carni-
val barker, suffered from severe depres-
sion, and had lovers of both sexes.

Her partner of 26 years, Connie
Gonzales, says that McCorvey's gullible
nature allowed her to be swayed by the
charismatic leader of Operation Res-
cue, and that she is likely to renege on
her pledge to work for the anti-abor-
tion group. Ellen Goodman, writing in
the Boston Globe on August 17 calls her
the poster child of ambivalence and
says that we are witnessing not the
conversion, but the seduction of
Norma McCorvey—as if the two •were
mutually exclusive.

I think back to the times that Bishop
Daily, bishop of Brooklyn and Queens
(where Choices is located), would lead
hundreds of his parishioners to our
front doors in ''prayer vigils.'' There
they •would stand—rosaries in hand,
bouquets of flowers held up to the sky
in gentle supplication—singing "Amaz-
ing Grace" and praying for my soul and
the souls of the "murdered unborn"
inside my clinic. I would find myself at
times mentally singing along with
them, feeling the sweet ache of guilt
and assumed forgiveness, the giving up
of oneself, the primal and profound
desire for that unconditional love.

"We must be wise and gentle with
our new member," writes Susan Car-
penter McMillan, spokesperson for the
pro-life Women's Coalition in Los
Angeles, about McCorvey. "The pro-

life movement must become a sanctu-
ary to salve her wounds, mend her
abused spirit, and do nothing but love
and accept her, for through the years
she has been greatly used and scarred."

Seductive, yes—like the seduction of
your mother's lap when you're afraid of
the dark.

On Nightline, Rev. Benham said, "I
love Norma McCorvey," and McCor-
vey echoed, "They are my friends; they
genuinely love me." McCorvey had
looked for that unconditional accep-
tance—the love that asks for nothing
but your sinning naked soul—in the
women's movement. She had looked
for respect and friendship, community
and recognition.

But like many of the women she
came to represent, she felt she didn't
get any. The abortion rights leaders
were Vassar-educated women who
shunned her and thought she was "stu-
pid," she told Nightline. "I'm a simple
working-class woman without an edu-
cation," she told the Daily Mail. "Then
suddenly I was Jane Roe, the mother
of abortions."

The mother of abortions—McCor-
vey experienced herself as both mid-
wife to and symbolic mother of the
pro-choice movement. She •was simul-
taneously guilt-ridden and filled with
illusions of grandeur and self-impor-
tance. "Being Jane Roe has been a
heavy burden," she said. "I remember
ten years ago driving past a school play-
ground and seeing these empty swings.
I freaked out. I thought, 'AH the chil-
dren are dead and it's because of me.'"

She felt supremely responsible and
utterly alone. "The pro-choicers only
used to phone me up when they want-
ed me to appear at a meeting for them
as Jane Roe," she told the Mail. They
didn't give a damn about me or my sal-
vation."

I first met Norma McCorvey at the
second national Pro-Choice March on
Washington in 1989. She greeted me
with a wan smile as activist lawyer
Gloria Allred introduced her first as
Norma McCorvey and then as "you
know, Jane Roe." That march, like the
one before it in 1986, stands out in my
memory mainly for its posthumous

nature—happening well after the 1977
Hyde Amendment cut off Medicaid
funds for abortions for poor women
(except for rape, incest, and to save the
woman's life). Within months, we had
our first Hyde Amendment death,
Rosie Jimenez, a young woman killed
by a botched illegal abortion in Mexi-
co because her Medicaid coverage was
cut off in Texas.

Unwanted pregnancy knows no class
or race distinctions. The pro-choice
movement does. It took almost a
decade and the threat of everyone los-
ing abortion rights for the movement
to march.

As Jane Roe, the symbol of the
movement, Norma McCorvey was a
lone powerful existential figure. Jane
Roe, as embodied in the flesh of
Norma McCorvey, was supposed to be
the nonpolitical soldier who could be
trotted out then put back in her box
when the show was over.

Since her conversion, Norma
McCorvey has been criticized for her
lifestyle, her lack of education, her
emotionality, her sexuality, her confu-
sion, and her desperate attention-seek-
ing. Because she became a "partial
convert" to the anti-choice position
(she opposed abortion after the second
trimester only), she has been called a
loose cannon—even a "useful idiot," a
term coined by Lenin to describe well-
meaning people willing to be exploited
for a cause without understanding the
profound political responsibilities
involved. As a result, i r

much or

McCorvey's criticism of

the elitism of the pro-

choice movement has been

minimized or ignored
as the ramblings of a neurotic. "All Jane
Roe did was sign a one-page legal doc-
ument," said Roe v. Wade attorney Wed-
dington when told of the recantation.

As an individual, McCorvey reflects
the ambivalence, the struggles, and the
daily untidiness of existence. After
revealing that she lied about being
raped, McCorvey is no longer "clean."
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She has all the debris and bag-
gage of a difficult and hard-
lived life. Her class separates
her from the leadership of the
movement just as her outlaw
nature does, and her experi-
ence of rejection reflects the
larger political and philosophi-
cal conflicts that plague that
leadership.

When Norma McCorvcy is
now asked to describe her
political position, she says she
is "pro-Norma." In the end
she is still alone, and that is the
greatest tailing of the pro-
choice movement's behavior towards
her. It's not that it did not offer her sal-
vation or absolution. It did not even
offer her sisterhood.

When Kate Michelman, executive
director of the National Abortion and
Reproductive Rights Action League, is
quoted saying that "abortion is a bad
thing," when almost-Surgeon General
Dr. Henry Foster calls it "abhorrent'
and a "failure," and when so-called
feminist "icon" Hillary Rodham
Clinton describes it as "morally
wrong," they sidestep abortion's messy
reality, which is grounded in women's
lives, and act as a silencing force that
disenables women from telling the
truth.

Abortion is a mother's act. It is an
act of sacrifice, love, power, and neces-
sity. Many of the 3d million women
who have actually had abortions since
legalization share much of the baggage
McCorvey carried. Some are ambiva-
lent and embarrassed. Others search for
comfort and validation. The leader-
ship's failure to embrace their reality
and the movement's other core con-
stituency, the providers who actually
make abortion possible, leave both vul-
nerable to attack and harassment.

The pro-choice movement doesn't
talk about love—it talks about power
and the right and need for women to
control their bodies and their repro-
ductive destinies. It offers no salvation
and promises no absolution, just the
profound loneliness ot deciding
whether to bring another life into the
world.

Abortion is a
mother's act.
It is an act of
acrifice, love,
power, and
necessity.

While Norma McCorvey's
conversion may indeed have
highlighted some political

and strategic shortcomings of the pro-
choice movement, it also has been used
as a catalyst for something far more
dangerous: mounting political attacks
from the right and the left on the very
idea ot freedom ot choice as a positive
value. Twenty-two years after Roc, it
appears that the images of the back
alleys have faded.

In what he defines as a "principled
yet pragmatic stand," anti-choice
author George McKenna, writing in
the September issue of The Atlantic
Mont lily, argues that the best way to
ultimately eliminate abortion is to
adopt a "politics ot civility' that is
both anti-abortion and pro-choice at
the same time. Addressing anti-choice
politicians, he advises taking a position
similar to the one Lincoln adopted on
slavery well into the Civil War—toler-
ate, restrict, discourage.

In McKenna's analysis, the pro-
choice movement is comparable to the
pro-slavery forces who supported an
immoral institution by claiming free-
dom of choice while not facing the
reality of what they were choosing.
Calling abortion "the corpse at the
dinner table," he believes it has come
to occupy a surrealistic place m the
national dialogue. Using Kate Michael-
man's comments to support his analysis
that abortion in the !'''>< K—like slavery
in the lS5<>s—is the sin that cannot
speak its name, he argues that for the
time being, pro-lifers should accept the

legality but not the moral
legitimacy of abortion.

Just as slavery was ultimately
abolished, legal abortion
(which McKenna defines as
evil) will also pass into history.
Not now. not immediately, but
through a slow weaning
process of regulation, restric-
tions, and social pressure.

Not surprisingly, women do
not figure much in McKenna's
world view, except as contused
and misinformed patients of
abortion providers. The stark
reality ot enforced pregnancy

as a category of slavery is never
explored. For McKenna, fetuses=slaves
and women=nothmg.

This shopworn strategy of moral
suasion is hardly surprising coming
from someone who seeks the destruc-
tion of women's freedom of choice.
What is chilling is to read remarkably
similar advice from feminist Naomi
Wolf in the October lf> issue of The
Sew Republic. In a cynical, self-cen-
tered address to the leadership of the
pro-choice movement, Wolf argues that
positioning abortion rights merely as
the political vision of women having
power—actively, morally choosing to
determine their reproductive destinies
sans God or sin—is just too "hard-
hearted" to sell. Bv using the language
ot Communitarianism, positioning
abortion rights within a paradigm of
traditional Judeo-Chnstian rights and
responsibilities, we can create a better
P.R. spin, she says. Recognizing that
the "death of the fetus is a real death'
would expand the pro-choice position
into the all-encompassing middle
where most Americans would feel
comfortable—the Clintonian position
of abortion being "legal but rare," nec-
essary but sinful.

What McCorvey needed to do, what
most Americans deserve to do is
"mourn the necessary evil that is abor-
tion," she writes. In Wolf's feminist
theology, the pro-choice movement has
committed three mortal sins: "hardness
of heart, lying, and political failure.'' In
an exquisite example of collective vic-
tim-blaming. Wolf (continutt) on /hn/s i,Vj
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INTERNET CONNECTIONS

Iwas so excited to find your
World Wide Web site tonight
and feel it has made an impor-

tant impact on my life. In f.ict, I'm
in a bit ot a state of awe over the
possibilities of connections and ac-
tions that can/will take place over
the Web. I love the fact that you of-
fered the president's e-mail address
as a jump option. I took the oppor-
tunity to jump there and e-mail a
message about my support for
American attendance at the Beijing
conference.

Mary E. Andrews Masi
Address Withheld

Iam totally entranced by your
Beijing coverage at the O N THE
ISSUES World Wide Web site. It

makes me feel like "'being there"
(with a tnend). Thanks so much for
making it come alive.

Carol Wheeler
New York, N.Y.

As .i college and graduate stu-
dent I was both academical-
ly and politically involved

with women's issues. After a dis-
couraging year temping and .moth-
er one working at a nice but apolit-
ical publishing house, I found it so
easy to retrench, to slip awjy from
difficult and possibly income-
threatening feminist activities. Your
magazine and Web page inspire me,
make me angry, and help me re-
member my core commitment to
equality and justice. Keep it up and
I'll step it up!

Jessica Clark
Chicago, 111.

VIOLENCE COVERAGE

Thank you for the detailed
discussion of the Violence
Against Women Act (fall

1995). Previously, I had believed
such a law served to further hurt
women by legally endorsing the

view that we are helpless victims.
While I am still wary of such a
stereotype, your coverage made it
clear to me what the law does and
does not do. I sit corrected.

I also appreciated Andrea
Peyser's poignant story of covering
the Oklahoma City aftermath.
Please keep covering the media and
its responses to women. As a
woman in the newspaper business, I
find such coverage keeps my senses
from becoming dulled.

Finally, thanks for Frederick W.
Keene's intelligent discussion of
"The Politics of Forgiveness."
While I am not a Christian, I am
pleased to see a Christian man de-
nounce the doctrines that keep
sexual abusers in positions ot
power. It gives one hope for the
rest of mankind.

Patricia J. Washburn
Scarborough, Me.

From my experience, forgive-
ness is not for the transgres-
sor. It is for the victim. When

1 have reached a place where I can
truly forgive. I have removed the
power that the action or person has
held over me. My freedom and
empowerment is much more than a
"vague psychological or spiritual
power."

From a Christian perspective. I
think Mr. Keene has fallen into the
same trap that the political and reli-
gious leaders of Jesus' time did,
confusing worldly and spiritual
power. In Christian terms, some-
one who is able to forgive is more
powerful than someone whose ac-
tions are still bound by worldly
trappings.

Lisa Hinely
Amencus, Ga.

CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE

Andrea Dworkm ("The Bill
of Whose Rights"' fall
1995) appears to believe

that feminist supporters of the
United States Constitution are un-
aware of the framers' patriarchal
premises and practices. Yet for
2.1100-odd years preceding this
country's Constitution, slavery and
misogyny, integral aspects of the
dominant religions, were "organiz-
ing principles" of the entire cul-
ture. Many suffragist-era feminists
understood Christian and Hebrew
scripture as the root of patriarchy,
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton actual-
ly rewrote the Bible (The Woman's
Bible, 1895). The Constitution was
considered a gateway to this
rubric's undoing.

The Constitution's Bill of Rights
provided a foundation for
church/state separation that would
make possible the reversal of "God-
ordained" slavery. And under this
document, the almost global con-
flation of "personhood" with
"malehood" is beginning to be dis-
mantled. Of course, there is far to
go. Upon this all us lifelong move-
ment troupers agree.

But articulation of these issues,
as is perhaps uniquely possible

through the United States' First
Amendment free-speech protec-
tion, has yielded, to say the very
least, some progress in the expan-
sion of human rights. One can
only hope that speech-phobic fem-
inists will eschew government-
sanctioned criminal and civil
speech restrictions so that the pow-
erful metaphysical and political
weapon of thought in speech may
continue the upward evolution of
this planet.

It should be remembered that
the only federal restrictions on
birth control and abortion infor-
mation were "anti-obscenity" laws,
and that such censorship almost
singlehandedly kept the entire les-
bian and gay male community
completely invisible for most of the
country's history. It should also be

remembered that Prohibition didn't
work.

Sandy Rapp
East Hampton, N.Y

GENDER ETHICS

M
erle Hoffman's article
"Body Ethics" (fall I W5)
was must reading for any-

one concerned with the abuses of
biotechnology. The feminist move-
ment must never be complacent
concerning the "marvels" of bio-
engineering. The creation of
chimeras, cyborgs, new reproduc-
tive technologies, and gender re-
search all .itfect the future of the
human race.

One area Ms. Hoffman did not
discuss was the gender research of
such people as John Money,
Richard Green, and Anke Erhardt.
The news media, the conservative
movement, and many self-pro-
claimed feminists have eagerly em-
braced their theories and research.
Such research has not led to the
liberation and empowerment of
women but has reinforced negative
sex-role stereotypes. This research is
not apolitical but has a definite
agenda. Reading Money is like
going back to the days of Freud.
Money constantly harps about the
abnormality of girls who engage in
rough-and-tumble play and the
sissiness of boys who refuse to take
part in rough-and-tumble play.

Richard Green runs a clinic
where parents can take their sissy
boys to be cured of their affliction.
His treatment often includes shock
treatment. Why hasn't Green been
prosecuted for child abuse?

The gender researchers have also
caused suffering to the non-human
animal world as well. At Johns
Hopkins, pregnant monkeys were
given either abnormally high levels
of male or female hormones. The
offspring were then studied to see
how they were affected in utero.
The results were then applied to
human behavior.

Perhaps you could do some in-
depth articles on the misogyny of
the gender "experts."

Don Hinkle
Oklahoma City, Okla.

FARM CRISIS BLAMED ON
WOMEN

Ivalue the insights in your maga-
zine and wish I'd found it soon-
er. There seem to be over-

whelming numbers of virulently
anti-choice males in our rural
corn-and-beans-and-poverty area.
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I've been refuting these nuts for 12
years now, since the farm crisis of
the '80s, when some idiot wrote in
a letter to the editor th.it if we
stopped abortions there would be
more people to eat the food we
raise and there would be no farm
crisis. It was too much for me to let
go by, since it was blaming women
for an economic and social crisis.
The tarm women left their partners
and children to go to town and
take any menial and low-paying job
to put food on the table, while the
banks and lending institutions re-
possessed families' livestock, ma-
chinery, land, and homes. There
were suicides, murders, divorce, and
mayhem. It tore apart the fabric of
rural America and it never has been
put back together.

The downhill side in American
lite followed and continues to this
day. I went to work in the factories
and still work there today, at almost
60 years of age. The jobs in this
area that pay the most money are
the meanest jobs, the packing plants
and heavy industrial assembly...they
turn your brains to oatmeal and
cripple your body.

I make $9 per hour on a high-
speed assembly line, building lawn
mowers for a Fortune 500 compa-
ny that treats the workers like crap
and throws them out the door with
the trash when they are injured or
old. And this is the highest-paying
job in my area. The next highest is
at a huge packing plant which rou-
tinely has two to three serious in-
juries per day; they slaughter ani-
mals and people.

And all the while anti-choicers
write letters to the editor blaming
women for everything that's wrong
in this country. It's enough to make
a mother with three daughters, a
grandmother with two grand-
daughters, and a daughter caring
for a mother 91 years old (who was
born before women could even
vote) write letters to the editor! Do
keep up the good work!

Roseman Schaffer
Windom, Minn.

HOMELAND CREATION

Abrief answer is in order to a
reader who opines in your
fall 1995 issue that Palestine

is not a country. If she would check
the historical record, she would
find Palestine on maps worldwide
prior to 1948, at which time it was
split in twain. The West Bank was
bequeathed to King Abdullah of
Transjordan, an Arab but not a

Palestinian. Neither he nor his
grandson, King Hussein, were sym-
pathetic to Palestinian statehood
while they controlled that territory.
The rest of Palestine was then
called Israel (a name that had not
been on a map for l.lino years).
Justice demands that the rights of
statehood be extended to Palestini-
ans, who lost their homeland 50
years ago, as well as to the Jews,
who lost theirs 1,0(11) years ago.

Donna M. Ghoul, DOS.
Cupertino, Calif.

STROSSEN, REVISITED

One of the "two lengthy ar-
ticles" Elayne Rapping
refers to (Feedback, fall

1995) was my 1,501) word review of
Nadine Strossen's book. Is Rapping
suggesting that a negative review
should have been withheld until the
next issue (or not printed at all)?
Should the editorial policy have
been to wait and see if the review
was favorable or not before decid-
ing to run it in the same issue as an
article critical of the book's author?

It is common to teach first-year
undergraduates writing term papers

that distortion of the words of oth-
ers by selective use of ellipses is not
ethical. Strossen's habitual distor-
tion of the words of others through
just this technique of selective
omission negatively influenced my
reading of her work.

Mark Hussey
Nyack, N.Y.

I have read about and read parts
ot Nadine Strossen's recent
book Defending Pornography. 1

am writing to tell the truth about
my life and behavior, to explain a
part of pornography not considered
in Strossen's book.

[ committed date rape a number
ot years ago. As I have struggled to
understand how I could commit
such an act. I have assigned much
of the reason for my behavior on
my use of women as pornography.
I learned what rape is when I took
a class at college taught by men for
men. I reacted with shock, anger,
disgust, denial, and pain when I re-
alized what I had done. There were
no weapons, no torn clothes, and I
was never arrested, which is why I
did not realize until three years

later that it was rape. There was re-
lentless pressure by me to have sex,
impressing upon her that sex is lib-
erating and good. When she de-
fended her choice I defined it as re-
pression. In the end I did not listen,
because on some level I did not
know I was with another person, as
I did not know that the women in
the pictures were real women.
When I thought about what was
happening at the time I raped a
woman, and how I missed her clear
messages, I realized I learned that
from using women as pornography.

I know many other men have
also committed rape connected to
their use of women as pornogra-
phy. I have been in the tree forts,
locker rooms, fraternity basements,
construction sites, and bars where I
heard other men's stories, saw their
interactions with women, saw them
use women as pornography. I know
the link. I have heard how we men
brag of replicating pornography of
women in word and deed. There is
no defense for using women as
pornography. It is wrong.

Name Withheld
Atlanta, Ga.

VfKf

Sometimes a woman
has to take things
into her own hands.ma

In Bookstores Now
Available from Penguin Audiobooks

Don't miss the New York Times bestseller, INSOMNIA, now in Q) Signet paperback.
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Stanford I

Women are muttering about:
•The 75th Anniversary of
Women's Suffrage: We
worked how long to be able to
vote for which candidates?
•Naughty Newtie: The
House Speaker favored oral
sex, according to Vanity Fair, so

he could tell his then-first wife
he wasn't sleeping with other
women. He was just practicing
for the day when he'd argue
"slowing" a government pro-
gram's "rate of growth" isn't
the same as "cutting" it.

•Shannon Faulkner: Cadets
cheered when she left the
Citadel. Can't wait till they get
Rebecca Marier, who just grad-
uated No. 1 at West Point, for
their commanding officer.
•The Justice Department's
New Rape Statistics: Offi-
cials doubled their previous

A Luvly Fumily
"Creativity as a survival tool" is the theme of an innovative computerized art piece by Regina Tierney, a
painter and former director of the Feminist Art Institute in New York City. The autobiographical "I Love
My Fumily" presents a child's-eye view of a 1960s home that is quietly fraught with tension because
Daddy's main loyalty is to the bottle.

Tierney has sculpted an entire house, complete with furniture, in 3D computerized animation, scan-
ning in images of wallpaper, family photographs, and her own paintings. The viewer moves through a
1960s home at child's eye level where acute observation of the nuances of life with an alcoholic father is
part of the living-in-her-own-world lightness so typical of early childhood.

The "moving paintings," which can be viewed on computer or on a large screen, are built from 6,140
frames of animation, along with music, lyrics, and occasional comments by actors playing family mem-
bers. Though seen on a screen, the work does not evoke the passivity of TV viewing. Instead the viewer is
an interactive partner in what producer Maureen Mangiardi calls "sensate immersion."

"I Love My Fumily," along with presentations by other computer artists, opened in late October at
Ricco/Maesca gallery in Soho, attracting the size crowds usually seen only at New York City dance clubs.

estimate of the number of
annual rapes or attempted
rapes to 310,000 after actually
asking women—for the first
time—whether they'd been so
assaulted. And you wonder
why Al Core got such big
laughs on Letterman talking
about "reinventing govern-
ment."

•Deadbeat Dads: A New
York judge ordered the nation's
worst offender, Jeffrey Nichols,
jailed for failing to pay
$580,000 in child support. It
gives new meaning to the
phrase "being sent to your
room."

•Susan Smith: Her estranged
husband was spotted partying
at a New York strip joint within
a few weeks of her conviction.
Hey, a guy can only tell
reporters how decimated he is
by his two sons' murders so
many times before he has to
unwind from his book tour.
•Bob Dole & Cays: He
returned, then apologized for
returning, a $1,000 Presiden-
tial campaign contribution
he'd solicited from a gay
Republican group. Now the
Christian Coalition thinks
he's stupid and a damn "mod-
erate."

•The Race Card: Chicago
Rep. Mel Reynolds played it—
unsuccessfully—in insisting
prosecutors only targeted him
for having sex with a 16-year-
old campaign worker because
he's black. I'm just guessing
here, but maybe the argument
would've carried more weight
with jurors if he hadn't tried to
buy the girl off.

•Calvin Klein's "Kiddie
Porn": If he really wanted to
shock people, he should've
lowered his prices.

-SHARON ROSENTHAL
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COLUMNIST

EL AVNE RAPPIIUG

The
Blame Game

ell, Susan Smith's life was

spared after all. Against the weight

of media-fueled public pressure

to see the woman "strapped into a car

and rolled into the river herself," as one public
expression of vengeful blood lust had it, a jury of
neighbors and acquaintances from her own com-
munity saw things differently. They knew her
personally. They knew her family history of sex-
ual abuse and mental illness. They knew her to
be—on every day but one—an exemplary, loving
mother whose life, indeed, "revolved around
those kids," as one neighbor put it. And they
measured these factors into their final decision as
so many others—who knew far less but said

Society much more—did not.
I applaud the compassion of this community.

t O But it is worth considering what the verdict of
public opinion, formed by the harrowing media

a n d images of Smith, tells us about how the media
frame and inform public sentiment about crime.

CJlOOSe For the public response to criminal charges in
which sexual abuse or violence against children
and women is a factor is a highly politicized and
far from objective matter.

What the public seemed to be crying out for
was that Susan Smith take responsibility for her
crime; that she pay for her crime with her life.

And I share the public anguish which this case
elicits. I too am concerned that responsibility be
taken, that something be done so that the epi-
demic of gender and family violence is quelled.
However, if we look at this case—and several
other recent much-publicized examples of vio-
lence against women or children—an interesting
pattern emerges in which, while ostensibly
"everyone" is supposed to be responsible for
their acts, in fact, some of of us turn out to be

among
heroes and

villains.

more responsible than others. In fact, oddly
enough, there seem to be a whole lot of us who
are immune from responsibility of any kind for
our deeds while, on the other hand, there are
folks who are assumed to be overwhelmingly
responsible for more evil than they could possi-
bly have managed to perpetrate.

The most glaring—to me at least—inconsis-
tency in the public's outrage against Susan Smith
is the double standard involved in the cry to take
responsibility. Smith's stepfather, Beverly Russell,
has admitted to sexually abusing her from the
time he met her until just weeks before the
tragedy occurred. He sat in court with his then
(even then!) wife, Susan's mother, and there was
no public outcry for him to take responsibility
for his actions.

There is a kind of social blindness and amnesia
which apparently makes it impossible for this
society to recognize and acknowledge the atroci-
ties committed by those who are most powerful.
It is always easier—indeed it seems inevitable—
to target and blame the weakest and least power-
ful members of society for massive social dys-
function. That's why, to use only one obvious
example, street junkies fill the prisons while drug
kingpins are free to play golf with kings and with
congressmen.

But it isn't necessary to be a supporter of
Susan Smith in order to be outraged at the way
in which society seems to pick and choose
among heroes and villains in ways which tell far
more about class, race, and gender prejudice than
any real concern about responsibility.

Michael Jackson has admitted to behavior with
young boys which, in my book at least, is crimi-
nal, if not in the legal sense then certainly in the
moral. Thirty-five-year-old men simply do not
take small boys into their beds while the parents
are off being wined and dined and distracted.
Jackson made a large contribution to his accusers
and he continues to make History.

Woody Allen holds hands in public with the
woman who used to be his daughter but who is
now, according to him, his lover. Enough work
has been done by feminists, surely, for most of us
to understand that her consent in this situation
does not mean abuse is not taking place. Allen
continues to make movies.

OJ. Simpson is a known longterm batterer.
The 911 tapes clearly show this. At no time was
Simpson made to take responsibility for that. If
he had been, who knows.

Of course, not all famous, powerful sex crime
perpetrators get off so easily in life or in the
court of public opinion. The Mike Tyson case
makes for a nice study in class and race contrasts.
Tyson, after all, is also a wealthy, prominent black
male. But unlike Simpson and Jackson, Tyson
hasn't mastered the art of race- and class-jump-
ing. He has not made the leap into the ranks of
"blacks-that-white-folks-accept." And so public
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opinion is mixed and uneasy about
him. He fits the media stereotype of
"criminal" in a way that Simpson and
Jackson do not. He is the very image
of the poor black inner-city youth
who, in media terms, is responsible for
everything that is wrong everywhere.

Then there are the black rap musi-
cians. Far be it from me to excuse the
hateful, brutal misogyny of some
(though hardly all) of their work. I get
as scared and angry as the next woman
when I hear words like "ho" and
"bitch." But I get a little nervous when
I find myself on the same side as Bob
Dole on a gender issue. Because I
don't for one minute believe that he is
concerned about sexism when he
attacks the media generally and rap
music specifically. I think he is doing
exactly what I've been talking about:

scapegoating the least

socially powerful segment

of the sexist population

as a way of obscuring the

real causes of gender

V i o l e n c e and covering for his own
friends and colleagues who are guilty
of it—personally or in their policy
decisions. This is the guy, after all,
whose own "gang'' of congressmen all
but called Barbara Boxer a witch and
hysteric for demanding an open hear-

ing on their colleague, Bob "The Kiss-
ing Bandit" Packwood's documented,
lifelong career of sexual aggression.
And Packwood, who has still not
"taken responsibility" for his acts, did-
n't just sing about this stuff. He acted it
out, in truly creepy ways which,
because of his position of power—the
kind of white, male political power that
really talks—put his victims in a
humiliating and powerless position.
But has he been condemned by Bob
Dole? On the contrary; when Pack-
wood finally became such an embar-
rassment to his friends that he was
forced to resign, he did it amidst a flur-
ry of praise and celebration from the
very Capitol Hill gang who would not
dream of saying a kind word about a
rap musician. And yet, rap music, at its
best, gives us a powerful social critique
and moral outrage at the very
hypocrisy and injustice the Packwood
case exemplifies.

Which brings me back to the issue
of responsibility and who takes it and
who does not. I have no interest is see-
ing Susan Smith receive more blame or
hatred than she already has suffered.
Nonetheless, it is inarguably true that
her race and class position went far
toward bringing her the relatively small
amount of support and sympathy she
did get. Had the killer of her two boys
been—as she shrewdly charged—a
black carjacker, it is unlikely that he
would have received any sympathy at
all. Nor would his life, in all probabili-
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ty, have been spared. For this imaginary
"black carjacker" was not like Bob
Packwood; he was like the rap musi-
cian, a member of the group which the
media have designated as our official
scapegoats for all social evils.

Ido not wish, again, to condone
rap's misogyny. But no matter how
much we may detest sexist song

lyrics, it is difficult to make the argu-
ment that they are the most powerful,
serious causes of sexual violence
against women and children. Or even,
to push the point, that rap music lyrics
are the most offensively sexist messages
in the media today. Are the words of
Snoop Doggy Dogg really more dan-
gerous than those of the legions of
white superheroes who make violence
attractive to a more upscale white
audience? I think not. I'd say that the
problem of sexist, even brutal images of
women is so pervasive in our
"respectable" consumer culture as to
make the problem of rap music negli-
gible. But it is the rappers who some-
how get singled out as women's great-
est enemies, rather than the
Schwarzeneggers and Calvin Kleins,
the Doles and the Packwoods, who are,
at least, equally irresponsible, and in
many ways far more dangerous because
of their power to reach and affect
everyone through their images and leg-
islative power.

So what does it all mean? The call to
take responsibility is a sham. As these
examples make clear, taking responsi-
bility is not the issue. What people
want is a plausible explanation for why
atrocities go on with increasing inten-
sity and frequency. And the media—
and this is its real sin in my view—
gives a phony answer to that question
which works to punish the weakest,
most powerless among us, while cover-
ing up for the powerful figures who are
themselves perpetrators or who have
the ability to make progressive social
changes that would help, and do not.
The media's greatest sin is not, after all,
showing us pictures of violence and
depravity. It is that it misleads us so
badly about the causes and villains and
thus renders us helpless to confront our
real enemies. •

Elayne Rapping is professor of communica-
tions at Adelphi University and author,
most recently, of Mediations: Forays Into
the Culture and Gender Wars.
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What is Justice f<
There she was, on the front

page of the American newspa-
pers, a 20-year-old Bosnian
Moslem girl, hanging from a tree,

si a suicide,
dead by her
own hand,
her death a
cry for help.
Our silence,
deafening.

We cannot

July 14, 1995.
AP Photo/Darko Bandic

say : "we didn't
know, no one told
us." We know. We've
seen it on TV, read
the detailed reports,
seen the photos. I
knew, feminists knew
what was going on in
Bosnia. True, we had
trouble sleeping over
it, and some of us sent
money, gathered evi-
dence, drafted law-
suits, petitioned the

U.N., counseled and consoled the victims, quietly
helped rape-refugees to leave the country, but, as a
movement, we failed to mount even one Israeli-style
Entebbe-raid, even one mass "pacifist" action on
Bosnian soil. We wrung our hands and waited for the
patriarchal governments to "do something": convene
a war crimes tribunal in The Hague, bomb Sarajevo,
lift the arms embargo, fight it out, man-to-man.

We are the Good Feminist Germans. We—and
our respective governments—did even less in the
matters of Rwanda, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru,
Liberia, New Guinea, East Timor, Jammu, and Kash-
mir, Haiti.

In 1971, when I first heard that retreating Pakistani
soldiers had begun to gang-rape Bengali women in
what would become Bangladesh, I called for the res-
cue of "our own." I had once lived in the Moslem
world, I knew what would (and did) happen to those
raped and raped-and-impregnated women. "Many
will kill themselves," I said, "if their brothers and fa-
thers don't kill them first." I called for immediate
feminist airlifts of the raped women.

The assembled feminists cheered, thought I was
being funny, grandiose, metaphoric: unrealistic. As fem-
inists, we had no place on earth to which we could
bring our raped Bengali sisters—assuming they'd
agree to leave certain death for uncertain freedom.

Well, it was only 1971, we weren't yet organized,
we had no Feminist Air Force, no sovereign territory,
not even a parachute to drop behind enemy lines. It's
1996, and we still don't.

While the war in Bosnia raged on, millions of
women, worldwide, endured rape. Moslem women
in Bosnia were not the only Moslem women to be
systematically raped by soldiers. In fact, rape has con-
sistently been used as a political weapon against
Moslem women by Moslem men for the past 15 years
in Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, India, Iran, and
Pakistan.

According to attorney Karima Bennoune, from
1992 on, Algerian fundamentalist men have com-
mitted a series of "terrorist atrocities" against Alger-
ian women. Bennoune describes the "kidnapping
and repeated raping of young girls as sex slaves for
armed fundamentalists. The girls are also forced to
cook and clean for God's warriors...one 17-year-old
girl was repeatedly raped until pregnant. She was
kidnapped off the street and held with other young
girls, one of whom was shot in the head and killed
when she tried to escape." As in Iran, "unveiled,"
educated, independent Algerian women have been
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B Y P H Y L L I S C H E S L E R

>r a Rape Victim?
seen as "military targets" and increasingly shot on
sight. According to Bennoune, "the men of Algeria
are arming, the women of Algeria are veiling them-
selves. As one woman said: 'Fear is stronger than our
will to be free.'"

I heard no outcry on their behalf-—did you?—nei-
ther in the United Nations nor among Moslem na-
tions. Of course not: These Moslem women "be-
long" to the Moslem men who are raping them. In
Bosnia, however, men (Serbian Christian, mainly, but
not exclusively) have been raping the wrong
women: women who "belong" to other men.

The information coming out of Bosnia defies be-
lief, confirms the worst nightmares of Second Wave
feminists. The former Yugoslavia has been re-balka-
nized, cursed really, by paramilitary fascist/national-
ists, virulent racists, misogynists. No matter who the
aggressors were, their victims were mainly civilians.
Male soldiers attacked civilians (who were often
their neighbors) with a ferocity and hatred that was
surreal. Male soldiers treated female civilians the way
"kinky Johns" treat whores, the way psychotic bat-
terers treat their wives.

Perhaps this is what some men think is "manly" in
the Balkans.

According to Alexandra Stiglmayer, the editor of
Mass Rape: The War Against Women in Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Serbian male soldiers made their entrance
cursing, often drunk; broke into houses where
frightened women huddled; taunted, shoved,
punched, slapped, beat the women; put cigarettes out
on their flesh; cut them with knives; called them
"whores"; demanded they "smile"; ripped their
clothes off; raped them right there, where their chil-
dren or mothers could see it; then herded the "ter-
minally dishonored" half-naked or completely naked
women away to rape-camps where many other sol-
diers repeatedly gang-raped the starving, naked,
soiled women. Bosnian women were also kidnapped
off the street, blindfolded, held in cellars/gymnasi-
ums for one to three months, and repeatedly raped.
Afterwards, they were often killed, although many
were released, especially if they were pregnant with
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"Chetnik" babies. The men gang-raped 7- and 8-
year-old girls to death, but did not allow the grown
women to comfort them as they lay dying.

The rapists did not use condoms. They beat
women if they thought they were using birth con-
trol. They filmed some of the rapes and they aired
some live, both on radio and television.

Many—certainly half—of the rapes were commit-
ted by men whom the women knew. When the
rapists were co-workers, neighbors, former teachers,
they were harder, not easier, on their victims—espe-
cially if the women called them by name.

The rapists were not out of control; they were im-
plementing Serbian military "ethnic cleansing" poli-
cy. They were only following orders. Yes, fascist/na-
tionalist Croat and Moslem male soldiers raped
women too, with as much ferocity, although on a
smaller scale.

Some people say: "You see, both sides did it." No,
"both sides" did not do it. Only men raped women,
women did not rape men; only men, not women,
did the killing.

What did Bosnian Serb Christian soldiers do to
civilian men between the ages of 16 and 60? In a
ghastly replay of World War II, the soldiers ordered
the men/Gypsies/Jews out of the house, lined them
up, shot them in the street, or marched them out of
town and shot them down into mass graves. Those
men "lucky" enough to survive endured beatings,
starvation, and hideous tortures in concentration
camps. Serbian soldiers sometimes castrated and
killed those Serbian men and boys who refused to
systematically rape women.

The soldiers slaughtered the able-bodied men out-
right and they sentenced the women to living
deaths.

This is the behavior of ghouls, not men. Ah, the
ghouls are men. What conclusions are we to draw?

A number of jurists and intellectuals are eager to
see rape tried as a war crime and as a human rights
violation; I am too. However, I am more convinced
than ever that all rape is a political crime against fe-
male humanity, not just in Bosnia, but everywhere;
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not just in times of civil or national war, but also in
times of so-called peace; not only when it occurs be-
tween strangers, but among intimates. At the U.N.
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing,
some feminist lawyers wanted to amend the Geneva
Convention to say that "any rape, not just mass rape
in war, is a crime."

Rape is "gender cleansing." The intended effect of
rape is always the same: to utterly break the spirit of
the rape victim, to drive her out of her body and
out of her mind so as to render her incapable of re-
sistance. Rape has been systematically used by men
of every class and race to destroy their own women
and the women of enemy-men. This terrorist tactic,
coupled with childhood sexual abuse and shaming,
works. Most women do not resist, escape, or kill
their rapists in self-defense. When women do, they
are often killed by their rapists, jailed for long peri-
ods of time, or executed. (In the fall of 1995, Sarah
Balabagan, a Filipino maid, was condemned to
death for having killed her employer-rapist in Abu
Dhabi.)

In Beijing, the Bosnian Ambassador to the U.N.
said he "could fmd no [raped] woman in condition
to speak." Alexandra Stiglmayer found the (Bosnian)
raped women "broken," "intimidated," "withdrawn,"
"crying," "afflicted with nightmares," "insomnia,"
"depression," "panic disorders," "suicidal." Stiglmay-
er says: "Most of the rape victims [in Bosnia] are
broken, not thinking about revenge, for the horror of
their rape and expulsion has also taken away whatev-
er power of resistance they might have had." In addi-
tion to these typical peacetime Rape Trauma Syn-

drome symptoms, Zagreb psychiatrist Vera Folnegov-
ic-Smalc also noted "anxiety, inner agitation, apathy,
loss of self-confidence, an aversion to sexuality. Rape
is one of the gravest abuses, with consequences that
can last a lifetime."

A
ccording to Karima Bennoune: "Terrorist at-
tacks on women [in Algeria] have had the de-
sired effect: widespread psychosis among the

women; internal exile—living in hiding, both physi-
cally and psychologically, in their own country." In
Bennoune s view, "the collective psychosis" is due to
the "escalation of violence" by the "soldiers of the
Islamic state." According to Michael Curtis, M.D., an
American volunteer-physician for Doctors Without
Borders, "In Bosnia's Tuzla camp, the leading cause
of death is suicide, probably the only refugee camp
in the world where that is the case."

Many raped women do go on with their lives;
they have to, there's no alternative. Many raped
women dislike, intensely, the idea that they have
been "diminished," victimized, wounded, by a hate-
ful assault. During the Gulf War, U.S. Major Rhon-
da Cornum was raped by her Iraqi captors; they
broke both her arms too. Admirably, Cornum says
that this is what war is, and that worse things can
happen. Maybe her training as a soldier and her
clarity about rape being an act of war is, indeed, a
useful frame of reference. However, this doesn't
mean that one is the same, untouched.

Many survivors of rape, torture, and genocide say
that the most lasting and haunting harm resides not
only in the atrocity itself, but in how others, after-

RAPE AS A WAR
CRIME: REACHING
MORAL CLARITY
ca. 420 A.D.: St.
Augustine begged women
"ravished" in war not to
blame or kill themselves
(as Roman "honor"
demanded), whether or
not they had resisted the
attack.

1899: The Hague
Conference (Holland)
establishes the Permanent
Court of Arbitration,
popularly known as the
Hague Tribunal. Later
superseded by the World
Court.

1945: Following the end
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of World War II, the Allied
victors were so horrified by
the enormity of the
genocide against the Jews,
Gypsies, and other
targeted groups that a
tribunal at Nuremberg,
Germany was established
that tried Nazi leaders for
war crimes and sentenced
some of them to death.

ca. 1946: Italian govern-
ment paid a small pension
to the Italian victims of
rape at the hands of Italy's
Moroccan allies who were
fighting with the free
French forces in Italy.

1947: War tribunal,
conducted in Tokyo by 11
nations, tried and
sentenced alleged
Japanese war criminals,
but not for the mass rape
or forced prostitution of
thousands of kidnapped
Korean woman.

1948: Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights passed by the U.N.
General Assembly. Article
5: "No one shall be
subjected to torture or to
cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or
punishment."

1949: U.N. International
Court of justice at The
Hague established,
superseding the World
Court, to hear disputes
between member states.

1949: Geneva
Conventions, a series of
treaties first signed in 1864
in Switzerland, were
strengthened as a result of
World War II conduct.
Article 27 states that
women must be protected
from "attacks on their
honor," including "any
form of sexual assault."

1971: New York Radical
Feminists organized the
first-ever Speak-out on
Rape.

1975: Dr. Diana Russell
and Nicole Van Den Ven
organized the first-ever
International Tribunal on
Crimes Against Women,
which took place in
Brussels, Belgium. Two
thousand women from 40
countries attended and

listened to testimony by
women survivors of male
violence.

1983: Beth Stephens and
Rhonda Copelan of the
Center for Constitutional
Rights successfully argued,
under the 1 789 Alien Tort
Statute, that the U.S. had
jurisdiction over torture
and murder committed in
Paraguay. Criminal and
civil suits were brought
against Americo Norberto
Pena-lrala, a former high-
ranking police officer in
Paraguay, found living in
Brooklyn, for the 1976 tor-
ture death of 1 7-year-old
Joel Filartiga. This case set
the standard for universal
jurisdiction. A $10 million
judgment was ordered but
never collected. The tor-
turer fled back to
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