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Srr.mg-\: as it may soumd, thousainds of
Americans acually look forward 1o recaving
their monthly phone bill.
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most progressive thinkers, Theyie
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Trojan

t1s a fact that some people find Jesus in the strangest of places—

he seems to relish conung in chance epiphanies. catching them unex-

pEC[Ed and amazed. So when news broke 1n AI]_I-;"[IHI that Norma McCor-

vey. a.k.a. Jane Roe of Roe v. [Ty, the “poster gitl for choice,” had got

herself bapeized in a Florida swimmin

ILescwe | was mod HLIEPI'I'\L‘L‘I. |4 e, |5|:||.1 errhaain,
wha did the honors, reported that Jesos Chrase
“had reached throusth the abortion aall wall and
touched the heart of Morma 8eCorve”
According to Benbam., Morma found fesus “a
the #akes of Hell™

Dhuring my 25 years i Chaees, [ lave heard
many firse-hand reports aboat fosos ar these par-
picular gates, 1t 15 not vnusual for swonen o
recoamt their private diadogues with him as they
lie prepped for their abortions or waks drws
and vulnerable from anacsdesia, 1 e know lee
uniderstands” they wall s 1 belicve he will Fore-
e ke

“He wants mie to be able oo cars for ghe rwo
children | e

“Caod is b, 1sn't he?"

r-.-1|_'l;'h'.nn'q;:,' wn't the P pru-l.l'u.lil.'l: ﬁ_|_-;|||l.' Tis
ik i‘,‘-|||:'-||-:' with a |'|'|.|:|1;.:_; ad moand and heart, Wears
ago, 1, Bernand Mathanson, e oer and TR T AR
af Crash (Ceneer for Reproductive and Scxual
Huzalth), one of the nation’s first and lseed abwor-
tiont Climics, Tefi his pracoce syingg be el he had
“imerseent the murder of thousands ol babies.”
He wont an o |,l|||q_||.l-\.'|.' the anti-chowee hloa
classa Tler Saferst S ienidii anied |-||:I'!:|.' A CArEEr a4 A
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¢ pool by a leader of Operation

widl-paid favorice an the ant-choice leeture o
Cuit.

Clrgamzanons such as WEBRA  (Waormen
]'prlmln.'n.l By Aboroion) and AVA (Amenican Vic-
tarns ol .|".|-|:lrI|1:-|1] are |'1:-|1||'-n'--='|1 encirely  of
woanen wha have had abortons but have “seen
the hght” and become ant-choice activises,
Their collectve analyss of the abortion expen-
ciece s thar “if they had oaly known what abor-
o really was,” thar i stopped a beating hears)”
that if emdy e prosaders hod wold the truth, thea
swonld never huve kalled thewr babaes, Thers was
1 s Barn in [kl i e T M !hl:g.' take 1o rl.".-'|.'-:'-|:|-.i|'.l-1|
ity bt sutler the secondary gl of the Blind and
nisded. Their palineal dorvism bs the ano-chosce
CUREIETEL B3 400 e g o exprite that sodlc,

MuoCorved's simand resulung guilt, luvsaever,
rest not on an act of cominissaon, bar on symbaol-
painn She herselt never had an abortion. It was
hier imabiliny toger ame thar was the basis for the
Lwvswic, “we cheated people out of money” she
told Ted Koppel a2 Ml inpervicw on
Auvgua 15 “Uve sold drags. Pyve done a0 Lot
against hs peaching. B §othink the greatest any
that | did was to be the planaiflan Rec v 1k ™

In the 14 autabaography that uncmared her




Janz Rog ideodny, Meloewsy also
revcaled ther her R pregnancy was
not the resalt of ripe, s the had told
her lawyer Rah Weddingtan and he

world bad come to hebiewe. III —

rough woman,” McCorvey
wrote, 'born inte pain and
anger and raised mostly

]Ifl._'j."'ﬂlll:I.f.-'E| And her mad to Rar
ws dhithcult zrd hard-lived. She was the
child of an alcuholic muther whe ad
tried to aboct ber, she wiore, ehe grand-
child of a proscicwce Sferoune -weler. and
a ruoawasy ar 17 who had pone
seforey hool, abused sleobol wnd
drops. worked 25 2 bartensder and caemi-
1al backer, sifeced trom, serer depres-
sion, and had |rvers o beth sexes,

Hec pactoer of 28 ypears, Conme
Goozales, sz that MeCoemy's pullible
naturr allswwel her Lo b swayed By Lhe
chariskmacic leader of Qperiion Bo-
cue, ardd char she is likely g2 Tenege on
her pledge te work for she anfi-abor-
N graup. Fllen 'l."rnndm:n._wriung in
the Buton Clobe an Auguer 17 calk her
the poster child of ambivalence and
sayr thal we arne wiinewsing noi Lho
vobversion, but the redwction  of
Moama MeCorvey -atal the two weee
medalby exclusie,

1 think back to the times thar Bishop
Traily, bishop of Braoklyn and Queens
[where Cheices 3 lpcated), would Lead
]1.I.'II'I|:LT\IEd.'I DE- ]1.;!- Fil.'i.'ﬁhlnl.'lﬂl.'l o our
front doom an “prayer vigilh! Thers
they weould send—eeacie: o hand,
bowquess of Bower: held op ro che 1ky
in gende supplication - singimeg “feta:-
ing Crace” and praying for vy soul and
the souk of che "mwrdessd nnbarn®
irtide my clinic, [ wowld Brd nneeelf
rimes mennlly singing along with
tbhem, Eeling the sweer ache of muilt
and assumed forgiveness. the giving up
of oneself, the primal and profound
desing tor chas woconditional o,

"We muse be wise and genels with
our new meemeen” arices Susan Car-
| peoees tdcMillan, sppkesperson for the

pro-life Womens Coalition in Los
Anpeles, abour MeCarwey, "The pro—

+

lift nwaran et must become a 1 u-
ay Lo salve her wound:, mesd here
abused epiest, and du oothuog 7ut love
and accept her, for through the years
she has been preatly ued and scazeesd”

Ceductive, '!.'-EE—'JLH: the secducton af
YOI m-nl:hzr': |.=.]:| when :,.ﬂnl.l."rl.' afid of
the dark.

Cin Mighitime, Boev Do ham said, "]
Leve Motrsa McCaryvey,” and MoCor-
vay echoed, "Theyr are oy Biends; chey
geruinely Jowe me” MoCoovey had
lnoked for thar wncondivional accep-
wnce—he leve thar asks For noching
bur your sioming naked soul—in the
women's mowement. She had lonke!
for rospesc andl I"r.ii.-r.||:|5:|1'i]:|r |:|.1-:r|1:r.|1.1.|.r.|i.|::|r
anqd, rc:n;ngn'il:lnn.

Bor like many of the women she
£ame to represent, she felt she didn'
get aoy. The abortion rights leaders
were Visar-educared  women  whe
shuoned her and howght e wan "so-
pud,” she rold Meghline ' [moa dimple
woteInp-class woenmn wachour sn o sdu—
caticn,” she rodd the Dhilp Mail, “Then
suddenly [ was Jane Roe, die mocher
of abarticns”

The mothar of sboroans—MicL gr-
vey axpenienced herself a5 bath mid-
wafe to anid spinbolic mother of the
pro-choice msveoninl, She was Smol-
raoeous]y guili-ridden and Lled with
ilusons of grandeur and seli-impor-
rated, “Being [ane Boes bha: been a
heary burden,” she said. [ remersber
ten years g0 doiving pass a school play-
ground and seeing these empty swings.
1 Freaked out. [ thnught, "&El the chil-
dren are dead and ats because of me™

She Eelt supremely :'e:pcm::lhl-: ind
uttecly alooe. *The pro-choicas anly
uieel wes phane tne wp when they want-
od e [0 appoar af a coectiog, Eor them
@t [anc Foe” she told the Mol They
didu't givve & darin about me ot my sal-
wafon

I fiest met Morima MeCorvey at che
sevotd naticra Peo-Cholce Marc on
Washinpron in 1989, She goseted me
with a wan stwile a8 activist lawyesr
Clotia Allred ineroduced her Brsc as
Morm: MeCorvey and then as Y'vou
Eticaw, Jane Roa™ Tlhat maech, Like the
one before i in 1986, stands oot 0 my
tmemory minly for o posthnmon:

nature—happering wel after the 1977

Hyde Amendmenr cuc oft Medacaid |
funds for aborwons for poor women

fexcept for rape, wcest, and oo siove the
Woman's |.'i:|'='_|. Whdawy smanchs, e had
our first Hwdle Amendmenc dench,
Roopie [imenez, a youlg Woman killed
ko 2 botched legal abornon it Mex-
€0 tecause her Medicaid cowerage was
cuc off in 7 exan.

Lmwanced pregrancy knews na class
ocr race dishnchiasd. The pro-choice
mavermn=nt does. [t fook almoes 3
decade and the Lthnae of cveryone Jos-
ing abortwon Agho (o the mavemeoc
to rmarch.

As Janc Roc, the symbol of the
mowwrm=nk, Mdra MCC-N."-‘C‘}' Wil A
lene powerlul cadstendial Ogure. Tape
Eoe, ax embodied in the flesh of
Blarcma MeCoeyey v supposed o be
the tonpalbincg soldicr who could be
reried oue then por back in her koo
whet the shaw was over,

Bince ket  copueersion, MNoyma
tAcCorvey has been criticized for her
lifesryle, her lack of education, bher
emoionalivy, her sexvalicy, her confia-
g, and her desperits amenrion-seek-
ing. Hecause she became a "parial
canvert™ to the ant-choice positon
tshe apposed sbotdon afier che secand
Lramester only], she has been called 2
loos= cannon—even 1 “usedu] idior,” 1
term coansd by Lenin to desevibe well
mearang people willing o be cxploived
for a czose wachout undzescanding the
profrutd  politica]l  responsibilicies
diwalved. As 2 resolt,

ml.ll:]] DF

MeCorvey's criticism of
the elitism of the pro-
choice movement has heen
minimized or ignored
# The tanblings of 5 neoeatie. “AT Jane
Buoe did wax mgm 3 one-pagy legal dos-
nmen” sod Kar v Hae atroroey Wed-
dingron whien teld of the nrcantation.
A un individwal, MoCorvey peflecs
the ambivalence, che struggles, and the
darly untedmess of existence Aficr

tevealing thar she Jied aboue being
taped, MoCoreey i no Jonget "dean”
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She hoas alt the delirs and 'h-.1g|—
wige ol a ditficelt and hoand-
bved life, Her clis separates
her from the lesdership of the
mvenment just as her outlan
N U !I.l'lﬁ.. .|lIJ |'|1_-|,- |_';.,'|_1|_';|';|
ence of rejection refleces the
Lirger poluical sid philisgrhi-
val conflices thar plagie thae
beadershap.

When Morora Mol orvey s
wivwe asked oo describe her
p-::-|'i|::|..'u.1 positron, she says <hae
1 Cpro-BNorma” I oche end
sl is sl alogee, and chae w the
wrcatest Fubing of the pro-
choice movement’s behavior tvwands
her, 15 not that ot did not offer her sal-
vation or absolution. [t dad not vven
offer her srsterhood

When Kare Machelman. excoutne
dairector of the Matonal Aborpon and
Foeproducoive Foghis Action Leagoe, i
quored saying thar "aborteom e o bad
:hing." whed Jil'lll:lﬂ—gllrhﬂ.'l.'ll:l Caeneral
I¥*r. Henry Foster calls it “sbhorrene’

and o Ctalure” and when <o-alled
femimst Cicen”  Hillary  Foodham
Clhinton describes it a5 “morally

Wy mnt_'_" thiev '::dn:-'.r:_'p abortons RTER
resliee, which is grounded in women®
lives, and act as a silemcing force thar
disenables women from relling the
tricth

Ahoran v a mothers o It wsoan
T ur' sacTuhy o, |m~|,-. e, and neces-
sitv, Many of the 300 million women
who have actually had aborpons since
legalization share much of the bagace
MoCorvey carmied. Some are ambava
lent and cimbarrassedd. Oithers search for
comifort and vabdation, The leader-
ship’s failure o embrace cheir realiey
and the movemene’s other core v
stituency. the providers wlo actsally
nake aborrron possibic, leave borh val-
nerable v amack and harassient,

The pro-chowe novement docn’t
talk about lewve—it talks about [T
and the right and need for wonen o
contral therr bodwss and thesr repro-
ductive destinies. It affers noosalvation
and promises no absoluticn, gust ghe
profound  Jenchogss  of  deciding
whether 1o brmg, another hife imto the
world
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ML orvey s

wle Morma
corve ol ey indeed have
leghlighred some palincal
and strategic shortconings of the pro-
cheace meereemenc, it also has been used
avoa watalest for something far more
damgerons mounting polincal atacks
frong the righe and the lefé o the vwry
idea of freecdom of chodce a0 positne
valog, Ty -rwe years afier Roe, at
appesrs thar the mmages of the back
alleys hawe faded
In wolar hie defines as a "pril:u.':lpin,'d.
yet  pragimac
suithinr Iiifu:rgl.' Mokenna, wrating an
the Septemiber wsue of The Adansc
Moy, argues that the best way o
altimately  chminare abemon s
adopt a "polings af cwiliey” thar i
both ante-aborooen and |.'l|:'=:r-l.'hl!li-l.'l." ul
the same time, Addressing ante-cholce
politias, he slvses making a posinion
sipular e the one Lincoln adopred on
slavers well into the Civil War—toler-
e, e L sy
[n MoKeinigs amalvas, the pro-
chowoe iwssvement is comiparable to the
pro=slavery forces whe supported am
wnmnoral insoeugion by clanmimng free-
o eof choice while not J:u'rl:l__:.: the

!«I'.J.I1|:|.,“ amnti {'IH:HE'E

reabity oof whar thuey were |.'|1|.'|-.-=\.||:||_1
Calling abartien “the corpse ar the
dinner table” he believes it has conme
o owenpy o surrealsne place o the
pateonal dialogue. Ulang Kae Machael-
RANE Connenis T suppore his ks
that shormon m the PP8e—like bovery
im the 18351 k—i- the sin thar cannor
apeak ies name, he argues thar for the
tine beimgg, pro=hifers should accepr the

legalhiey bur noe the  moral
sty o abortion,

Just as shevery v ultmarely
abalisled, |.1.':_:.|| absarticen
Cwhich MoKenna defines as
awill will alses pass e hisoory
Mor wooa, noet anmediacely, buor
rhﬂ:l-lll:l‘l a sl ow vaning
Prowass ol rel_r.ul.umn. resiric
tions, and sacial prosune,

Mast surprmsirgie, swomen do
vl fgure mwch m Mok
sworhd view, except as coalinsed
and misinformed patients of
aborpion provaders, The soark
realiey of enforced pregn.aney
ooa catcgory of slavery 1 mewver
explored. For MeKenu. fetuses=slaves
and waoancn=nathing,

Thix ":h-:'l-].'-'rrurr'l srakiry ol il
suasien s handly surprising coming
fromn soaenne sohid seeks the destrc-
tion of swomiens reedom of choice
Whae i+ chillong s to read remarkably
smmlar advice from fenumst Maonuw
Wald i the wtober Tnopene of The
Svewt Bepmide, Tnoa oymial, self=cen-
tered address o the leadership of the
pro—chokce movennen, Wolf e that
Pn'ul:l.ml.inl; abortion |'i_l_r|'hr-. mwerely as
the polivical viven of women having
povcer—actrcely, marally choosing to
deterimme thewr reproducire destimies
sang oo or an—i= just oo “hard-
hearved™ o sell, [ wsang the language
af  Comnpunibariannsng, pmiliﬂmllg
sbornon righes within a paradigin of
tradinanal Judeo-Chrsnan righes and
responsibilines, we can oreats a beoer
B, ~pin, she says, Recogmring tha
the “death of the fetus 1 a real deagh’
winild expand the pro-cheice pasinon
inta the all-ceconmpavany  waddle
where st &meericans would  feel
cortfortable—the Chintonian posaien
of alwrtron hu’]tl¥ "Jrg_;.|| bt rare” -
vty bt sinful.

Wt Mol urvey needed to da, wlur
manst Amencans deserve o do ks
s the neCEsary il that 15 abor-
tion, she wrtes, I Wolt™s fensinee
||n--.1-]|1l;:.-, the PT\'I:-'..II|I1|. e g has
commnuired three maorial <ie: "|'|.'|rd.1'||_--:-:
ol hearr, Il:'""'l*'-' amad pnlu:'.r.'.l frilure In
an exquisive exanple of collecove wic-
ciim=hlammige, Woll o o g 380
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INTERMET CONMECTIONS

wis w cacited re find v
I".l-.-rl.i Wide Web sice tonzghi

and feel it has masde an inapaor-
@i InEs D o ey life. In dacs. ['me
1 oa bt ol » skabe of e aver the
pl_'n-\.l'|1|||I:_'-\. |'\l"|_-:||||||_':I||||n el ai-
Fians thar canswall ks |.||.-\.'|.' [
e Wb | ke the Bact shar viodd -
fered the prewdan’s esmail address
a5 4 pemip epoaon. | ook the oppor-
cupsy @ jumg thers and z-mail 3
ahoue my suppom bor
Amenkan attendimce it the Beyamg
vomfenence

My L Mewhras Nliam

Addren Waklekl

ani gomally encranced 'b:. YO
Ili.-l_;lrg_-.'ul.'-.'r.np.- at che O The
Issues Workd Walde We'd sice. bt
makes me teel Bke “being there”
fweihe a Frend )y Thomks s ruch foe
kg i o
Caral Whielir
M Yok, MY

- . callege and gradie <o
Aﬂ.‘l:t | was baeh academical-
b and pohrcally smashved

with women's Bsues. Aker o dis
couragner vear bempateg and anoth-
CF Ofi Murkmpg ab a pece St .'plll;-
"3 Fllh-.r\-lulll_' Feanse, [ Baund i s
Fasy 1 TEDfen |'| I 'i|||.'l aw v from
dilfaoal  and |||.'\-'n||:-|:. LnCanie -
threstc iy S punit rimes Yo
rragaine and Weh page inspire me,
make o angry, and help me re
miemiber my care commwmen o
equalice and juesice. Beop it up and
Il ep 3t wp!

Juwio s Clark

Clicago B

(LI LR TL

L

VIDLENCE COVERALGE

hank von bor the detaled
dncuwaan of thi Yiolonoe
Apimt Womm Act iHall

1993, Previoudy, 1 had beheved
vuch & low ~crved o further hari
wamen by legally endorsing the

i

view thoar we are hr:||'l|r\-'. VICTHT
Whale 1 ame ~nll w T such a
CTERLYPE, WOUR e Eighe made 1x
clear 1o i whae che b does and
does o dow | i corremed

I zlea  spprecuaced  Anidrea
Fyuer’s pissgnant story of coveringe
thi- T
Pleise bieep ©oseriig the mieddia sl
WUNEN. A a

ks b afternank
IEL respomiet Be
Wi 1 the nesa wjapes b-l.'riillrh_l
find such coverage Levp my wemses
Ernits h-:l.-:llullig duled.

Finally, thandkes tor Frederick W
Keenes mmlleene dscusson of
‘The Palisics ot Forpreenes”
While I ami nof a ©krsnin, | am
plewmed eo dee 3 Chrisiam madn dic-
mounis the doctrme that L.'-\.'|:
skl ahossss i FralOnE ol
et It ST, [ |'||I'|'|r for the
ren ol wwankindgd

Farrscia | Waskbarn

Scarborough, Me.

PRI MY EXPOTIENDE, rx'r;l'-'."
Fll-."-l 15 not for the irampro-

war, It i fee ehe ceemn. When
| heme pesched a P where | Can
Irul:. ﬁ.ll_gu.-\.'. | hawve remnoved the
posver that the sones or person his
held over me. Ly freedom aud
empowerment i nuxch enore than a
vague psychological or spiricual
o,

Erom a Chreean pErspy vy I
vk M Ko ko illen vt the
same ieap ehar the politcal and weh-
[HIETTH leadiers of Jesus' qipme did,
||.|I||:\.r§.|||!_' warldly  and wpiriual
P In Chingien [Erams, wEm -
e who is dbile 1o |;.IIFI|.1' oy
poswertal chan somenne whoe ac-
mans are seill Bsoiesd by ll.lllL"l.
ip iy

L1 Hingk

Amerscus, Gia.

COMSTITUTIONAL DEBATE

pdrea Drooakon (" The hll
Aﬁr W hiose ||.|!_'|'|.-:" iall
PRl wppears o belicwe

thet fenmnse supporters of the
LInmed Stapes L iamidution ane -
aware ail the Iramer patriardhal

premaises and  pracises. Yer #or
Tillilegdd  vears Frl':..'lllulg this
Ny s |_':m-.||||||;|n-n_-l..-.|-|- .|.I'|d
LN g oyt |n||,'|::r1| anprivis al the
doivanang ||'||J_l||:ﬂ'\-. WEEE T anir-
ing primogples” of the enrire ful-
e H.il'l:a' -|||'I'|J:J,.rf|I:-|.'n [Emaniss
nndersrcsad hrisnan and Hebrew
wripture ac che oot of patriaschy,
and Ehzabeth Cady Stannon acraal-
by rewrare the Bihle {The 18500m s
Hil¥r, 1595]. The Coratiugion e
consdered 3 pateear o
rubric’s undirg

The Cosnngunom's Bill |'\{'|t||'{|llx

PI‘H.'III{-\." a

el

fiund it 15n rog
church'sie separanan thar would
ke F-.'r\-'ﬂ'.'\l!lr tne Teversal of TUad-
cafained” slavery. And under tha
dacwment, rhe almar global con-
of “penonhood”  with
“malthood” is begmming ro be d-
mangled. U4 cearse, there 1 Ear io
g Lpon the all us hifelong mose-
menk |rIIl,IF\\'r. ity

Wil anticulstian of these s,
Hono r|.'\.|_|" waeguply Pl,u.ul;llq
:IIrIILr_h:h the Usited Sraes’ Fust
Anmndment fes-speech protec-
tien, has :|'||.'||1|.'|1. o say the eIy
lessr. some progress in the expan-
siom af haman nightss, One can
anly hope thar speech-phobic fem-
mists will eschew gonvrnment-
samtioned  criminal  and  cwal
wpeach restrictions =0 thar e pow-
eriul metaphysical and  polincal
wedgon o4 chought m spzech may
comtinug the wpward crolunon of
!|||-. |'|||||_'|

It showkd be meimembered chaa
e anly federal setnictons on
birth cominsd and aboriion ingor-
gy wWene “aniz-abwemey” L,
angd thag ach cormorship almos
s plehapadediy kept the enmmne bes-
Man aml gy made commumicy
cemnpletely smaible For mos of the
Canisey |||l\.:n—!_' It sheaald alen be

ILarmwan

retpseitsbered dun Prohibation dde’
wark

Sanddy Happ

Eaxs Hampoon, MUY,

GEMDER ETHICS

erle Hofimany  arocle
BI,H,LT Exluags™ (Eall 3705
LE= PR T '.'.|.|II|:.' BOr ary -

nee conceried wonh the abumes ol
|;||ui;:|:||r|-|:|||,||;:,' The Feemitisr meve-
ment musl neEr B -\.'l'.h"ﬂFi.il'l.'IIl:
cancernimg the " marvels” of hio-
ENEIneerang T|||_' creation  of
chimeras, (vborgs, new r\:'pl'lh.‘llll'-
ve sechnchopies, snd gender re-
wearch all at¥ier che duture of che
human rr

e ares s, Hidiman did nes
dive s v ths |,;r|||‘||.'|’ repearch of
wKn ]'\.r||||||.' ak _|-|'||Ll'| .'|l1|'\ll1r'\5..
[Racherd Cigeen, aid Anke Erhardc
The mews media, the conservaime
snd many  sell-pro-
thamed femingr have eagerly sm-
braced their chesesss and research
Such reecarch has nee led 1o che
likeragiom and empowerment of
waimen bur has neindorced pegative
wi-role stereotypes. Thin research is
not apalivical bur has a definae
agenda, Roeading Baoney is i
gomng back o oahe days of Frewd.
Mlanvy coratanaly harps abour che
ibrormabty of girk who engage in
raugh=arid-tumble pliv and che
spwines ol ‘noys who retue 1o take
part in roughrand-cumbd: play

Rachard Cireen rums 2 chone
wiwn: parents can take their siay
boys to b cured of their afflicion.
Hha treatment okven mckodes shock
rcatiien], "Wy hasnt Goeen been
pmlu'l,l.l:n‘l fior chld dbwrs?

I he perdet sindarchirs have abo
caused waffering g the nor-human
antnal world & well At Johns
Hl’!{,‘iLlIH. fregndnl |||I_1I|I\.l_'l,'\-\.- WETE
Zwen eicher absorimally |r||,;|| wvels
of muale or Finale |||;|r.||'\.-q,||.|\'5._ The
l\.'llFi|!E|I|!,I_ EE l:llq.'l'i -Il_l:‘lll_'J b e
how they were alfeciod o otero.
The resudis wepe I|||_'|1 1;|P|||=d bo
hunan kehavioe

Perhaps wou could do wine in-
d':'Pll.'l actickes om I'm; Ly LLie ey o
the gender “expern.”

Dom Hiskle

Oblhoma Ciey, Okls

i i R

FARM CHISIS BLAMED ON
WOMEN

vae the I."rﬂ.ll_l'hl_'- M FOUT M-
Izlllr and wosh 1'd found i soon-

25. There seem o be owves-
whelming sumbers of virulencly
anti-chice mmales i our ruaral
cosn-and-heans-and-povern area
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P've Been mefding these nues doc 12
apars now, wnes e farne creis of
the Bk, when wene idvot wrote i
a lemer @ the editar that 10 we
ﬂl‘l'_‘fwd absrians there wouk] be
imang poogle to vat the bood e
raise and there would be no Eirm
crmin 10 was tiss much for me o lex
[l h'r'_'-i".l. il Wl |:|L||||:|-|F AT
fiar an economac and social crisis.
The darier s 1:|-|; |]-_|.|;|r partneTs
i childiein i ga b3 town and
take sy menial and b -povirg jab
1o pear foaod an the wble, while thae
hasks and lending inaitulasons re-
posseseed familics’ hvestock, mi-
chivery. Lind, and Bomes. Thens
ware wncides, murders, devosece, and
muvhserm. It vane apasc che fabric of
rural Aenerwea and ® never bus bheen
put hack toggether

The drwnhill sde m Amerxan
hitz tullowed and contimaes 1o chis
day. | went ta work m che factaries
and il woek there tody ac almost
bl years of age. The jobs in this
area that pav the most money are
thee mcanest ol the packing pline
and heavy induierial asambly. . dvey
tarn your brame o osmeal and
crapphe pour buoch

I make $% per hour on a high-
speed assernbly e, bualdieg [rom
niwrwers far & Fomure S compa-
ny that treats ehe workers ke crap
anadl theows them oo the doar warh
thie mwash when chey ane njused o
old Arsd chis as dhe |1:|5|||_1J_-F-\.r\...|1|H
jebs i iy ares. The mear Baghe is
ar 3 huge packing plant which rou-
enely has o o theee wrious in-
jugies pe doy; they sliaphrer ani-
mals and people,

Aisd all che while sns-choacers
write lemers o the eduor blaming
womien for everythig thars wicng
i chis coaine: [e mq:mg_h mir enake
a mosther wirh thoee dsuphrers. a
;_.-;r,u:dulr:llm wih W |_.;|.im1-
.,‘L'mgl'ﬂtrl._ el 3 Ll,juld-s.:or AT
far 2 mnocther 91 vears old fwhs wes
born before women could even
vt write lempers o tha ediad D
kietp up the gosd weork!

aneinan Schaifier

Wimdom, M

HOMELAND CREATION

bricl anwaer is m arder to a
reader who opines im vour
Al 1r5 mvoe dhar Palestin:

iv not a counery. [ she would check
the himomical recoed. she would
find Palzsnne on maps worldaide
prEm b 1984, ar which nene it wis
5P|||: m e The Wisr Hisk was
bequeathed o King Abdullab of
Trarajordam, an Arab but non &

0 THE 155U ES WINTER 9%

Palesuman. Meither by nor his
gramdum, Kimg Hiswin, weee sym
patheisc o Palesimian siaehood
while they conmlled dut sorngory,
The mst of Palesnne was then
called larael 3 nanse chat had ned
begs on @ map far | Az yeer)
Jusnice depeanids that the ight of
statehisesd b estended ro Palesnive-
s, whis lent their bamelind 50
years apn, as owell @ to the Jews,
whes ket their B 1080 yrams o

I b Bt Gl 12005 :

Cuperting Ll

STROSSEN, REVIMTED

ne al the “ran kengthy ar-
Ol:n.‘l.es." Elayne Ihﬂuug
refers i (Fesidbsck, Fll

1998 ) weas oy 1,590 weord v afl
Sl Seowen’s book. [s Rapping
wiggssing that 1 Beganve review
ikl have beem withheld uncl the
NEXE iwiss |OF 1 rrluud. at allj?
Shoald the =dinonal podiy Fuave
been me wait and s iF the rovmew
wis Bvorable ar mar beioee decsd-

ing 10 nan & in the sme BEoe a8 an

arncle crincal of dhe boak’s sathed?
I1 it common to teach fin-vedr

undergraduates wrRing rerm papers

that disnerian af ehe wandk |'\.|'|1||-
i by eeleciive mie of ellgies = nol
echical. Scrossen’s habisual drgoe-
tion of the wonds of ochers d-m:mgh
just this technigoe of slecnve
onresio nepacively enflusnced vy
neshng of her wurk.

Mark Husuey

Myach M.Y.

have mead abaout and read parts

of  Madhonge Sioosens  receni

bawnik ]ﬁ'.'iﬂllul_! Jﬁlr.nh!ruPﬁr ]
any wranmg ik el the eruch aboss
my lite and behavice, to explism a
part of poencerraphy nor conusdened
n Simesem’s book.

I committed date rape a2 mamber
of years ag A | have struggled 1o
umderstand how | couk] comima
wach an s | have Hluugm.':‘l |11||.L'|1
af the reswon for my hehavior on
my e of women as poreagraphy,
| learned whar rape & when [ cock
1 claw ab collepe tasghe by men for
men. | reacted with shock, anger,
diigast, demal. and paan wiwen | re
alized b 1 had done, Then: weee
N Weapia, s W clerlics, and 1
s Teues .nlrtn‘l. which & wlll.' 1
did now realize umnl three vears

later that o was rape. There was re-
lemlms prevare by et hive s,
HERWEREE upim ||;r thal sy s hil-
cratmp and peod. Whens she de-
fended her chioies | defined ic 2 me-
prewiein Imrhe emd [did oo lisien,
becsuse om spame level | did nac |
knoaw 1 was wich ssather person, 35§
| did not kneey cha the women in |
the pictures were real women
‘When | thowsght abooe what was |
happening st the time 1 raped a
wamar, ared how 1 nussed her chear
meiges, | orealized 1 leseaed tha
Iren USRI e a5 g i|||1l|'_

| ki enady ather inen hive
also commmred page connected 1o
their use of wemen & porndgra-
phy. 1 have been in the oree fore,
locker rovma. Eacermity hasment.
cometnasbon sites, and bars whene |
heand atbser ey o, o ther
nle e r=ms |.\.'_|1|| R E A Y I|I;|||
s WRITen aa [H:'rlmtlllll:r. 1 kimen
the b=k, | kune heand how e een
brag of replicaing pornograpley of
waomen m word asd decd There &
no defense for wing women
pornography [vis wmomg

Mamne Wirhheld

Al Taa,




Win Jome m,

VIE JOINE

sShannon Faulkner: Cachels
ihe he
Can'l weail Lill they gl

Women are muttering about:

CHEren  Wien felt

he coaild 18l B then-first wife Cita

*The 75th Anniversary of

Women's Suffrage: We e wasn'l slesepmng vath ot e Rebeccs Maner, who ust grac-
woiked kow kanoe to be ahle 1o wirereen He was st practicang iated Ma. 1 al West Paal, [of
wille Par wivweh canhidaies? lar thié day wisen nie'd argae their commanding ofhces

sMaughty Mewtie: The ‘slowing” a gouwernment - *The Justice Department s
Howse Speaker favored oral ._|'..|'|". rate of growekhs mml Hew Hﬂpl‘." Statistics: Cirh-
sex, according to Kamty For, so thee samie a5 “cutting” it cials doubled their previcus
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A Luvly Fumily

“Crpativily as @ suvvivad taal ™ i Hhe theme of an inrovative computerized ol plece by Reging Tierney, a

priater and farmer divector of the Feminist Ant ingéifute in Mew Yok City, The .'.||..'r..|1-|15lr.-1|:-|1|r.:1| ! Love
My Fumily™ presents o child s.eye wiew of o 19605 fome chal is quietly fraught with tension beoouse
Daddy's main loywlhy @& 1o the banlle

Thermey kas scufpled om entine howee, complete with fumniture, ir 3.0 compwlerized animsation, soan-
ning in images of wallpoper, lomily photographs, and ber ewn pantings. The viewer moves through o
12405 home af chitd’s eye level where ocute observmiion of the ruances of ife wath an afcolalic fother 4
port of the fiving-in.her.own=warld lightaes o dypicod of #ony chfdhaod

The “mowving peintings, © which can be weawed an compaler oF an a (arge soreen, ane buith from & 140
frames of animation, along will musd, hncs, ond occeiomnal comnents by aclors plaping femily mem-
bers. Thowgh neen an a screen, the work does nod evoke fve possivily of TV viewing. fnstead e viewer is
an inferoctive portner in what producer Mawreen Mangeardy colls “sensele immersion

{ Lowe My Fumily, © along wilh precenfations by ather computer arfict, opened in lote Qetober at
Ricoo/ Mowico gotery im Soba, aftrecting the site crowdd eeuoly 18en aniy af New York Ciey damce efuhs.

of the number o
annual rapes of  atiempled
rapes to 310,000 afper actually
e

ESLIMasie

asking wamen lar lail
wihietheer they'd besn (o
assaulted, And you
why & Gore got such g

laughs on Leflermon Lalking

RirTe-

W ONdE]

about  “reimventing  gavern
menk.”
iDeadbeat Dads: A Mew

vark judore ordered the natian’s
weorid offender, 1eMrey Michols,
ailed  for  failing 1o pay
580, 000 in child support. it
gives new meaning the
phrass “being sEnl L6 youl

b

PO

Susan Smith: Her estranged
Musband was spolled partying
4t a Mew Yark strip joint within
& lewe weeeks ol her canviction
Hey, & quy anly 1=l
regarbers how decimated be i
0y rurdeéry §o
many tmes belore he has (o

Lar
nei [wid 2005

urreviind fram his book ow:
sBob Dole & Gays: He
returned, then apologized for
retuming, a 51,000 Pregiden
al campaign Conifiation
he'd solecited from a gay
Republican groug. Mow the
Christian  Caalition  thirks
he's stuped and a damn “med
erate.”
*The Race Card: Chicsga
Rep. kded Reynolds played it
unsuccesshly—in irsisleang
Prosecutars ondy targeded R
lar having sex with a 16-year
ol Campaign worker because
he's black Usl Guessing
here, But maybe the arqument
veauld've carred mone weighl
with jurers if e Badn't tried to
by the qirl ot
*Calvin  Klein's “Kiddie
Parn'; if he really wanked to
Wnock people, he should've
lowered his prices

—SHARCH ADYENTHAL

I'm

{ THE I5SUES WINTER 19494



COLUMNIST

ELAYNE RAPPING

The

Blame Game

ell, Susan Smith’s life was

spared after all. Against the weight

of media-fueled public pressure

Lo

Society
seems to
pick and

choose

among

heroes and

villains.

see the woman "H[T:IPPIEd ko a car

and rolled o the river herself)” as one public
expression of vengeful Blood luse had i, a jury of
neighbars and acquaintances from her own com-
|11ur|ir:,.' ey rhin[_l;-g d:lr'f'f'r¢|1rl'g.'. Thr':' knew her
persanally They knew her family history af sex-
ual abuse and menal iliness, They knew her o
he—aon every day but one—an exemplary, loving
moather whose life, indeed, “revalved amund
those kids” as one neighbor put ot And they
measured these fcvors mto thear final decisaon as
s many others—who knew e less buc said
much more—did not,

1 applavd the compassion of this communircy,
Blut it a5 worth comsidering what the werdicr of
public apinion, formed by the harrowing media
images of Smith, tells us about how the media
frame and mform public sentiment about crime,
For the public response o criminal charges in
which sexual abuse or vielence against children
and women i a facher i3 a |'|:||_.'.'|'L|:|-' p|:||'irii.'i?.-:~|'=. anid
far from objective matter.

Whar the public seemed 1 be crying out for
was that Susan Smith take responsibilicy for her
crime; that she pay for her crime with her life.

And [ share the publc anguish which this case
elicirs. 1 oom am concerned that |-€'$[:ID‘.1":i|:I!|J!:r' be
taken, that ::.-e_'.|1'u'1'h||1g_ be done so that the epi-
demic of gender and family vielence is quelled.
Heowewer, if we look at this case=—and several
ather recent much-publicized examples of vin-
Jence agaimst women or children—an interesting
pattern  emeTges in which, while l.'l:‘~[l:‘:ll‘§i|.'l|'}.'
""r'l.lrr':,'nnu" n supposed o be responsible for
their acts, in fact, some of of us turn sut 10 be

o THE ISSUES WINTER 1996

minre rﬁp-nnuhlr than athers. In Facr, nrldl:.'
encagh, there seem to be a whole ot af s who
are immune from responsibility of any kind for
our deeds while, on the other hand, there are
falks who are assumed to be overwhelmingly
tespaorstble for more eval than they could piss
bly hawe managed to perpetrate.

The most glaring—ro nie ar least—inconsis-
teicy i the public’s outrage sgairst Susan Smith
is the double sandard bvolved in the cry toe ke |
ruspnn-:.'ihllir:.l. Emiths -:.ra.:pfarhfr_ [i-:'u.'grl.'!r' Foasssell,
has admueed to sexually abusing her from the
time he met her unol just weeks before the
tragedy oceurred. He st in court with his then
I:t'-'-tl'l 1]|.-L'||!:l wite, Susan’s :r|.|n:-1:|1.ur, and there was
oo public sutery for him to take responsaibality
for his actions,

There &5 a kind of social blindness and amnesia
which apparently makes it imposible for chis
socmety to recagnize andd .1;"I-:m1'.'|;'n.'|.gf the agroci-
tigs commuitted by thase who are miost powerful.
Iv is always easier—indeed it seems ineviable—
to target and blamme the weakess and least power
ful members of sociery for massave social dys-
function, Thats why, to wse ooly one obvious
examiple, streer junkies fill the prisons while drug
kingpins are free to play golf with kings and with
COTEPERSITIEN.

But it 1n't necessary o be a supporter of
Susan Smith in order vy be ouvrraged at the way
it which ::.u:u_icl_:,- sECmE i p:ll."k and chaose
amobyg heroes anad willaiiss in ways whach well far
miore aboar class, race, and gender prejudice than
any real concern ahoue rﬂpn:mqbi'lir!.'.

Mlichael _'I:n:kmn has adritted to behavior with
young boys which, in my book at least, is crimi-
nal, of mot m the legal s2nse then cemammly m the
maoral. Tharvy-Gve-vear-old men sinply do not
take simall boys into their beds while the parents
are off being wined and dined and distracted.
Jackson made a large concriburion 1o his accusers
and he continnes to makes Histery

Woody Allen holds hands in public with the
wioman who used to be his dangheer bue who is
MW, .a.-.'rnn'.l:ng tr him, his lover, Ennllgh- wiatk
has besn done by feminists, surely, for most of us
to understand that her comsent m this sEELIARICON
does not mean abuse 5 not taking place. Allen
contnues o maks mowvies,

. Simpson 15 a koown longterm batterer,
The %11 apeas clearly show thas, At o tome was
Stmpsan made to ke cesponsibility for thae 1f
he had been, who knows,

Of course, not all fimens, powertul sex crime
perpetrators get off so easly i hfe or in the
court of public apimion. The Mike Tyson case
makes for a mece udy i clas and race contrases
Twson, after all_ 1% also a w..ﬂlhg,'., promiment black
male, But unlike '5|||.1'P.'.|.1|:| anad _'|m:'|r.m:n.. Twson
hiazn't mastered the art of race- and clm-jump-
ing. Hea has not made the leap nto the ranks of
“hlacks-that-white-folks-accept.” And so public

L




cpimanme 1 mixed and uneasy aboar
him. e fts the media sierearype of
"crimingl” in a way that Simpson and
Jacksou da net Hle i che wery iinage
of the poor hlack innee-cicy yourh
wrho, 10 mediz ceros, i tesponsible Feur
E\.’EI’:.I‘tl.'IIﬂE fat s Wwrahg -:l.r;-t'y'whm.
Then there are the black rap musi-
cians. Far be 3t fromt e ta exeuse the
hatedul, bruzal mizaEymy af  soane
dncugh bardly 21l oF thesr work. | get
as seared and anarry as the mext @momzn
when | hesr woros like "ho" and
“Enpch. Bur | 4et a hetle necvous wlien
[ fieed nwysell on che saroe s:de a1 Bob
Dale on a gender asoe Beeawse |
daon' lor ane rainuge Beliews thar be i
concerned abant sewiin when  he
attacks the media generally and Tap
music specatically 1 chink he is downy
I:xﬂl:d.'!f 'I‘Il']'lil: ]I\'I: bEEn '.rlll'.'ll'lE .Il:"_'ll.l.t:

scapegoating the least
socially powerful eegment
af the sexist [u}pulatiﬂn

aa a way ol ohscuring the
real causes of gender

violence and Cowveriogg fer bis own
friends and colleapues who sbe puilty
of it—personally or in their policy
devisinos. This 1w che puy after all,
whese own "gang’ of congresanen all
but called Barbam Boser a witch and
hy=sterie fur demaanding an open hear-

wnp on their colleague. Bob “The Bis-
ing Bandat " Pickwood . docanented,
lifslang carcer of sewual pggressom.
And Packwood, whe has still not
“taken responsibility™ dor hs acts, did-
n'tc ust migg abeut this siuff, Hoe acted it
aut, o traly creepy ways  whach,
hecause of his position of power—che
kind of wlhite, mabe political powsr chag
r=ally talks—put his wicAms o g
l1|.1|:|:||.|:|a|!:|r|g and _'[l{!"‘.'-"tﬂﬂ'i persLtion.
TBoar has e been condemped by Lioh
Trale? On the concrary; when Fack-
waood finally became such an embar-
sassmiens oo his friends chat he owas
forc=d to n:':ilg.n.. he dad 1t amadst & Fluar-
™ nf prats ind calsbeation foman the
very [Zzpital Hil gang wha woubd nes
drean of saying 4 kind word abour a
Tap muncaEn, Aead ver, g i, an i
Fcst, iwea ur o puwcrfal socia criigee
and ol duirdgs  ag the WETy
Rypioceisy and dnjustice she Parkwaod
Cxil emernplifics

Which brings me back to the zsue
of responsibilicy and who takes it ang
whg doex rnt. 1 haws no inberssc o see-
ing Husan Sniith ceceive mores Bame or
hateed than she aleeady has soffeted.
Monetheles, il 13 imacauably 1rue thac
Ter cace and clasy postaon weat far
wenwand bringang her the celatisely 2l
ot of swpport and sespatly she
4id gee. Had che killer of her Twa bos
Bren—a: she shoewdly charged -
black capacker, it is wnlikely thar ke
would hawe received any 5.1l,':|11];|-.;t|'|:|-' a1
all. Mer would he= |:|F:I n all thl.hi]i-
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oy, have been sparcd. For chis umaginary
“black vapacker”™ was not like b
Pachwood; he was like the rap mausi-
czan, 2 wember of the group which e
media have dengnated a1 onr official
scapeamars. for all sooal evils

der et whish, .ag.in, ti wondome
Ir.:.]:u'g arusoyny Tut oo imatter haw

miuch we noay detest sexist sonyg
Tyeies, it i difficule ta make the argu-
ment that they ate the most powerlal,
seriows  cduses of sexwal  violence
aginst won e and childoen. O even,
to push Lhe poier that rap msic lyries
are the oot offersively st messages
in Al wedia rodar Are the words of
Susap Jegay Degg really mare dan-
werons than thess of che legions of
white superheroes who nake vialeoce
ACELCOIYE 12 3 more upacale white
sudience? 1 chink mat. 14 say that the
problen of sexast, even Erueal images of
WaTIEn 11 d P:TTHEJ'-'\-E 1n our
"ru:*!.'pl:{l;uh]r" cpmsuter cultore as to
1marke The PI‘I:II:II.I;‘:I'IJ ol Cap ousic I.'IIEE]:I
gi'l}|e. Het it is ch= Tappen wha 10me-
how get singled out a5 wamen’s great-
st rather  than  the
Ychwarzenegpers and Lalvin Kleins,
the [Yolexs and the Fackwosads, who are,
at least, |.'|:|1.Ll|.'|1_.' irr:!.]:!nnsi.hle, and in
MTLATLY W)= 'Fa.r moarc dl.ﬂE!l.'ﬂ'l.ll ]:-l:lﬁunr
vf their power tu reach and affect
cweryone Lhmugh ther images and Jeg-
islacive ponwer,

S whae doct it 2l mean? 'The call o
take 1eapoonbality = 2 shana. As these
examples ake ¢lear, laking respoma-
hilicy 15 mor the istue. What people
went 15 3 pasible explanation for why
akrocities g0 on with Lice¢ading inien
sty and frquency. And the media—
and this is dts real sy in my view—
gives 2 phany answet 1o that question
which works to punil the anezkest,
oot peranetles 1mang wi, while coee-
mg, up for the poweri] Lgores who ane
theniselves perperruton or wha hae
the abality tn nuke progomsnve social
changes thar would help, and 6o nat.
L'l auedins grearear sial is wat, afeer all,
thawing iz piciares ol violence and
depravaby. Tt 35 that it wisleads us go
budly abaug che canes and wllaios and
thus senders s helpless to canfrong aur
rral eneimyies,

ETIETLI =5,

Efnpar Rapping iv grofecsar af amtieidira-
Ifurs af Anclphé Claiverpilp and ewthor,
anerd recerly, of Mediagons. Focays Into
1 Cultwre and Crender W,
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What is Justice f«

Ty 4, 1V
AF FheazTharkes Horah:
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There she was, on the front
page of the American newspa-
pers, a 20-year-old Bosnian
Moslem girl, hanging from a tree,
a suicide,
dead by her
own hand,
her death a
cry for help.
Our silence,
deafening.

We cannot
an': We dadn't

knew, no one told
us” We know. We've
seen inoonm TV, read
the detailed repores,
sgen the photos, [
kmew, _.'uu.iul-:.'-: knew
what was going on in
Bosmia, True, we had
trouble sleeping ower
it, and some of us sent
money, gathered evi-
dence, drafted lase-
suits, peationed the
UL, coumseled and comsoled the wictims, quiety
helped rape-refugees to leave the country, but, as a
movement, we fziled o mount even one [sraeli-syle
Entebhbe-raid, even one miass "paq.'1r-|'.l:' ictian an
Bosnian sail. 'We wrung our hands and waited for the
patriarchal governments to “do something™: convene
a war crimes tripunal in The Hague, bomb Sarajevo,
hift thee arms |_'|1'|I,'|.'||gr-. I’lgh: 1t Uk, man=to -,

We are the Good Feminist Germans, We—and
our respective governments—did even less the
manters of Bowanda, El Salvader, Cuatemala, Peru,
Liberia, Mew Guinea, East Timor, Jammu, and Kash
mir, Hai.

I 1971, when 1 firse heard that retreating Pakistam
saldiers had begun o gang-rape Bengali women in
what would beeome Bangladesh, [ called for the res-
cue of “our own. | had once lived in the Maoslem
w-;:-rl-:l.,[ ke welvar waonld :l.'l.l'l-\.l. l.'I.'ul.'I:l |‘|.'|F|F|l|:"1'. tey thevsiz
raped and raped-and-impregnated women, " Many
will kil chemeelves” [ said, it their brothers and f2
thers don’t kill them first.,” 1 called for immedaate
ferminist airlifis of the raped women

The assembled feminists cheered, :hr.-ughf I was
|.'|l."_|'||__-| :..I.II1I.1'.-'. 5r.'||1|.'|.' o, Mictapliornc: wnreahstic, As ferm
imists, we had no place on earth to which we could
bring our raped Bengah sisters—assuming theyd
agree i beave certain deach for uncertain freedorm.

Well, 1t was only 1971, we weren't yet onganmzed,
we had no Fennndse Air Force, no sovereign territory,
sk EVETL |.ﬂ||'.]l\.]l|.'|it‘ Lo |flrl.l|.'l behind ETNEOTY himes. It
19906, and we sl don’y

While the war in Besnia raged on, milllons of
women, worldwide, cndured mpe. Moslem women
i Bosnia were ot the only Maoslem women to be
systematically raped by sobdiers. [n fact, rape has con
1|1'|:|=|'||:|:.-' been used a2 a p-.‘:-|it:l.u| WeEApEn .'IE',JI:I".'II:
Moslem women by Mostewr wen for the past 15 years
in Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, India, Itan, and
Pakistan.

According (o aorney Kavima Bennoune, from
1942 on, Algerian fundamentalist men have com
mitted a series of “terrorist atmcites” against Alger-
tan women. Bennoune describes the “kidnapping
and repeated raping of young giels a5 sex slaves for
armed fundamentalists. The girls are also forced 1o
conk and clean for God's warriors..one 1 7-year-old
girl was repeatedly raped wnel pregnant, She was
kidnapped off the street and held with other WOLILg,
gitls, one ot whom was shot an the head and killed
when she tried o -'.'::-.:Il.'l-.'.'I Asn Iran, T unveiled)”
educated, independent Algerian women have been
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BY PHYLLEIS CHESLER

)r a Rape Victim?

LEETE 2% "n:|||1:.1r!.' |:.1rgelm" amid i|||4_'|'|,-r|-;.i|,l;|1..- shot on
sight. According to Bennoune, “the men of Algeria
are artuimngs, the women of Algeria are veiling them-
selves, A one woman said:‘Fear is stTOnger than our
will to be free""

I hizard nio autcry on their behalt—did 1_.-1'||.|':' [es-
ther it the United Mation: nor among Mozleny pa-
tiong. Of coourse not: These Moglam women “he-
long” to the Maslem men who are raping them. In
Bosnia, however, men (Serban Chrstaan, mainby, bt
noet exclusively) have been mping the wrong
wiogren: women wha “belong” to ather men.

The infermation coming out of Bosma defies be
lief, condirms the worst mghtmares of Second Wave
feminis. The Former Yogoslavia has been re-balka-
nized, cursed really, by paramilitary fascist/ nacional-
iste, virulent mcists, misogyniss, Mo mares whao the
apgressors were, theit victins weee mainly civilians,
Male soldiers sacked civiliane [who were often
their neighbaors] with 2 feracity and hatred thar was
surreal. Mlale soldiers rreated female civilians the way
“kinky johns" wear whores, the way psychotic bat-
terers treat their wives,

Perhaps this is what some men think is “manly™ in
the Balkans,

According to Alexandra Soiglmayer, the editor of
Mirss Rape: The Wer Againss Woiren in Boseie-Herze-
goving, Serbian male soldiers made their entrance
cursing, often drunk; broke into howses where
Erig]:.lt ned women hoddled: tunted, shoved,
punched, slapped, beat the women; pur cigarettss out
on therr flesh; cut them with knives; called them
“whores™; demanded they “smile”; ripped their
clothes off; raped them nghe there, where their chil-
dren or mothers could see it; then herded the “rer-
1111n.1'n|_'_.' dishonored™ half-naked or :-:u:|.|.=-'|l.'lil_‘|:|-' naked
WOImEn AWy o mape-camps where many other sol-
diers repeatedly pang-raped the stacving, naked.
soiled women. Bosmian women were alio kidnapped
off the street, Blindfolded, held in cellars/gymnasi-
usns for one to three monchs, 2od repestedly aped.
Afterwards, r|'|-:':|-' were often killed, .|||:hnl.|£]'.| many
were released, especially of they were pregnant with

O THE 155UES WINTER 1996

“Chetnik™ babies, The men gang-raped 7- and 8-
year-odd g'irl': 1¢ death, bar did nmor allow the Ero
wiomen to cormbort them as they I:'q,- d:,'ing_

The raguists did not use condoms Thn:'!.' hieat
wotnen i they chought they were wsing birth con-
trol. They filmed some of the rapes and they aired
somme live, bath on cadio and televison.

Many—certainly half—aof the mpes wene commait-
ted by men whom the women knew When the
rapists wers co-workers, neighbors, forner teachets,
they were harder, not easier, on their victims CapE-
:u]|'_.' af the women called them by amne

The rapists wers not out of condmal; they were im-
plementing Serbian mulitary “ethnic clesnsing™ poh-
o They were only following onders. Yes, fascist/na
vonalist Croar and Moslem male soldiers raped
wornen tog, with as much ferociey, although on a
arnaller scale,

Some peopls say: “You see, both sides did it Mo,
“hoth sides™ did not do it Only men r.apfu:l WOTIETL,
women did not rape men; only men, not woemen,
did the L:I“I.nj'l;.

What did Bosnian Seck Christian soldiers do to
civilian men between the ages of 16 and 607 In a2
ghastly replay of Weardd War 11, the solders ordered
the mend GypaesdJews out of the howse, lined them
up, shat them o the sereer, or marched them our of
towen and shot them down into mass graves, These
men “lucky” enough ro survive endured beanngs,
sbarvation, and hideosus torteres i concentration
camps. Seibian soldiers somenmes casteated and
killed those Serbian men and boys who refused o
systermatically rape women

[he soldicrs slaughrered the able-bodied men our-
right and they sentenced the women te living
deaths.

This 1 the behavior of ghonk, net men. Ah, the
phouls ere men. What conclusions are we o draw?

A numbrer of jurises and intellectuals are eager o
see rape ried as a2 war crime and as 2 buman righe
viclatton: I am too. However, [ am more convineed
than ever that all rape 15 a political erime aguinst fe-
miale humanity, not just i Boima, but everywhere;
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nat just in cimes of cival or naticnal war, bt al=n
gimes of se-called peace; not only when it ocours b
Tween SITANGETs, but amoeng mtimates, At the LLMN.
Fourth World Conference on Whsinken i liei_iiny;.
some Femunist lawyers wanted @0 amend the Geneva
Convenbon o say that “any rape, 00 just mass raps
in war, s a cromee”

Rape is “peader cleansing.” The intended effect of
rape 15 abways the same: to utverly break the spirit of
thie rape ".'Il.'till't. to drave her oit of her hn—dy _.1:r||d
out of her mnd sooas to render er incapabls of re-
sistance. Rape has been systemanically used by men
of every class and race o destroy theit own women
and the wormen of eneoy-men, This errerise onc,
coupled with childheod sexual abuse and shamang,
works, Most woimen do not resist, escape, or kill
rhieir r:|||'|i1|:: in self-defenss, When women dao, rhu-,.'
are often killed by their rapists, joled for long pen-
ads of time, or execured. (In the Gll of 1995, Sarah
H-:L:.l:!ng_:n. a F.i]i.Pm-:- maid, was comdemoed o
death for |'.|:|'|ri:r||p; kulled her en:lPllh:.ll.‘l:-ﬂPi:![ i Abw
Trhabi.)

lis Beping, the Bosaian Ambassador oo the LIN,
s1id he “could find no [raped] woman in condition
e speak.” Alexandra Stiglmaver found the [Bosnian)
raped women “broken,” “intiniidated,” “withdrawn,”
“:r:.':ng.'" “affliceed with ni@tm;nﬂ:." *mgammnia,”
“deprassion,” “panic disorders” "suicadal” Saglmay-
er ays: “host of the rape victims [in Bosna] are
broken, not thimking about revernge, for the horror of
their rape and cxpulaon bas alse aken owey whaney-
of ponwer of resistance they maght hawve had.” T addi-
tion o these ypical peacetime Rape Trauma Syn-

drome symproms, Zagreb psychiarrist Vera Folnegov-
ic-Smmale also poted “anxiety, nner agitation, apathy,
lews of seli-confidence, an aversion to sexuality. Rape
i one of the gravest abuses, with consequences that
can last a liferime.”

tacks on women [in Algeria) have had the de-
sired effect: wjdr!pﬂ'ﬂd [li‘l.'fhﬂdi-'i amaong the
women; nternal exile—living in huding, both physi-
cally and psychologically, in their own country” In
Bennoune's view, " the collective psychoss™ 5 due w
the “escalation of violence™ by the “soldiers of che
[slammac seate”" Aceording o Michael Curtis, MUY, an
American valuntesr-physician for Doctars Withoot
Borders, “In Bosnia’s Tuzla camp, the leading cause
of death is suicade, probably the only refuges camp
in the waorld where that is the case.”
bany raped women do go on with their lives;
they have 1o, theres no alternatve. Many raped
women dislike, intensely, the idea that they have
been “diminished,” victimized, wounded, by a hate-
ful assaule. During the Guif War, L5, Major Rhon-
da Cornum was raped by her Iragi capeors; they
breke boch her arms too. Admirably, Cornum says
that chis is what war 15, and that worse things can
happen. Mayke her training as a soldier and her
clarity about rape being an act of war 1z, indeed, a
useful frame of reference. However, this doessn't
mean that ane 15 the same, untouched.
Plany survivors of rape, torture, and Emn:id: sy
that the mest lasting and haunting harm resides not
ofly in the atmscity wself, but in how others, after-

I ceording to Karima Bennoune: " Terrorise at-

RAPE AS A WAR
CRIME: REACHING
MORAL CLARITY







