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Tha Gawtn of Eienos

Nek Loo many years &g, T fund myself in & restaurant ab lanshizme, tored,
hungry and Lute fir 2 ieeting. T stood wmiting to place my order, zoned out. with
theaghta of what I sught 1o be deing. 1 was so ot of it T harely beard an
exchangm beteoon the customer in front of me and B woman behind the
cergber; It comenrned an sarring, feand in 8 booth tere men had previously oom-
pied, and hefie [ oew it, Ehe conversation had depeneratad into a discussion
of “thos [RRaLs”

Binee then Tve paked mysell s thounand times why t said nothing to thoee
poople. | could fall badk on the abrriqus reasoms, bt I heve bad o Gee the Jaw
abvions, more homeet ona. [ wan afraid —afraid to get inta an argument, afreid
they'd decide to eibencs me by calling me a niggor, just plain afraid Fre vever
forpotten my moment of Ailencs in which [ ecdiibited
TthE LS bohmvior I e ni pespect for in othera, and Tve vowed
noyver o bepeat it

. This month Jan Goodwine hasrthresking and

much In the eregring article about the gencedal rape of Ewandan

womder, for exaraple, reveals the shameaful dlens of 8

garld that has left theas women twice abandanad,

Holtzman makes & passionate case for why woman

must braak their silawee ta revenss the Gds of cyniciem

that gripe us. And in a special saction we axamina the

weyE 10 whirh women uss—and don™ wee—the: powar
of the vota be express themaelvao and their polities,

Thers ix mmadh m the workd thust calls aa ko spealk
tw breuk the milence, b defend tvrsechay and pthers, In
our hugh-teeh and Bypisd-up world, we ane himbarded
with the nebiom that oo individuel volees de not mat-
tix, Ehal whet we gayw or din makes, no vl diference, [t
18 & Lie thit, we ag progredsive wewtan Sl men should
renist withy gl1 gue strength. 1t 18 our resigred sibence
that created the breeding groamd fro- kigotry and hope-
Jeggness, that allowa the foress of regresdion and
represaion Ly thrive. It & our raised vones—and our
willingnesa to support our talk with actbom—thst hold ot the hope sod the
prarmise of changs.

We at On The Tefecs are preat belisvers in chengs brth big pnd amall, &
few months g, we asked you to ook ot for a few changes chose b home. You
hold gne anch change in your handsr—a crisper, rare oontampirary look for the
megrazine Char fahulang redasign ie o fibting Introductag b oo new art diree-
tor, Bharom Lee Byder, whese brodud-haesd et el adibiwin] topartence ia &
delightsi] addtion ta (7Y Finally, whit ok ke & change—hn abeanss of cur
publipher bevle Hoffman's regular mlomn-—is only » temporary sabhatieal
Berle will be back with us in the next imae, We bope you'll be hers, oo

Rowemiary L Bray

us to speak,
to break the
silence,

to defend
ourselves and
others,
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feedback

Goddess Knows
| wes delighted with Judith Antecelis critigue of the
vesual fieninist repding of the Bible Beyond Nostalgia: Rethinking the
oddesa,” Summer 1957), To begin with, there & ni historeal warmant.
o believing that the world was or would be a kinder, gentler place with
fermale deities. (e has only to look at India, whese wifs burming i still
practoed.

Thse fiornirtist nctinn that the Bible irvented patriaschy is fatucas,
&= any anthropologst knows, Patriarchy is and has been & dominsmt
gocial institution in B0 percent of civilizations and tribes, from the Stane
Age to Greek and Roman civilizations, during prebiblical times and
amnong people whe tever heard of tha Bible. Judith Plaskow complained
of such unhistarical reading of ancient history and misreading of the
Bikle as long ago as 1078 m her arbide “Chrstion Feamonesm ind Anb-
cudaiarn ™ (prilibished m Cross Correrts, Fall 19781

“There iz & new mvih developng in Clestian feminist cirdes It s
a nuyth which tells us thal the andent Hebeews swented patriarchy:
that hefore them the Coddess reygned m matnaschal gloey, and that after
e e fried G restore egalstarianism but was
fiilad by the persiatence of Jewish attitudes with-
i Ehee Cleristizn traditbon. . . The conseguencs of
this myth is thet fEminismn is tened nto another
weapdan in the Christian-ang—Fudaic srsenal ”

An andidte to hlatant feminist miscomoep-
tioes shout some points in the Bible is Phyllis
Tribdea “Eve amd Adare Genesis 2-3 Reread ™[ pub-
lished i Weenanspinit Rising), in which ghe points
put that the word used for Eve, ezer; which means
“helper” ia the same word that charecterizes God
in sveral passages, and that Genesis is the only
early account of the creation of woman s a d=
timed et in ey ow rght.

Roberta Ealechofsky

Marhichend, MA

I st take exception with Judith Antoneliis article “Beyond Nestal gia:
Rethinking the Goddess” It containg many historical inaccuracies, and
snene of her souroes are questmshle As  religioos britoriam, T omid cor-
rect the falsehoods but [ won't, anly because it really dossn't matter It
dowsent matter how religions started or what weas intended in their holy
writirygs befire they were comrupted by male irterpretation (s Antonelli
aays, “the distinetion . . between what the Rible says and what men say
the Bible seys”) Thee Bibile, the Torsh and the Koram—all contain pes-
sagea that improved women's status at the time they were written.
What does matter is that these hely texts have been wsed to cpipress
wamen for generations

Antonalli and others spend mach time and efoet rying to redeem

veeee Bl omiiBneaBechonycoom. .

Jluia.i&:l'l‘.',f_htiil.i.ﬂ.rlil._l.' and Tslam '|;|:,-' reintegprting thir anciend texls
from B femdngst viewpoint, Bt the fact remams tht these relsgions
oppress women. The anceat Goddess religions were nol perfect, though
certainly not 8z kad 8 Antorelh would have vs belbeve. Thaday, howeses,
Czockdiss religinna are empowering wornen o brealt free from the malda
iy whnich the Big Three—Judaism, Christianity and Isam—heve cast
them. That is the important. point. No matier the ofgine and history of
Goddess worship, Goddess religins are frecing smd empowering
wame!

Nadine 1. Dougheriy

Ciodurahies, OH

I Bayrmd Nostalgia: Fethinking the Goddess™ the author justly daims
that male supremacy and mifitarism did not start witls the Hebrews
Her ressesarch 3 incomiplete, however, and ahe i= just as inacrurate abhot
b elaims pginst. the Goddess mvth. She simply did ot go beck far
enough m smesent history; thus in defemse of the Jewish story, Antonelh
5 o diseriien to her feminist sistors

Antonelh ays o the beggrmang of male
chimuimsance with the Hedmews s she uilds ber
cage for a matrardhal socdety (more asoumtely,
matrilingal, in which men and woeen were
giving powersl, She nesds to go back mach for-
ther to soe the progressiom from the first intrud-
75 into " the utopia™ in 4500 BOE, in wives up to
2800 BCE Here shell s the strengthening of
kimgshi, the introdwetion of wesspons and war
muschirery, the regimession of women, the begin
ringg af burian. sacrifiee, the dharge m mytholo-
gy and introduction of the pagan temple. She
may e the demearing of women in theas
renw matitations—where women became prop-
erty, were used a8 sleves and ooncuhines and
fioerces] i prostatution—and recognize that it was i this way that men
ik bk the poverr ol the Goddess amd waomen,

dacques French

Bevverion, R

Judith Antonellis apdogia for Judaism and condemnation of Goddess
wenrship 2 infrnative and enlightening, & worthy piece on that hasis
alope. Bt | st w1 defense of my femirist sisters’ newly emer-

gent spiritund rensissance
Heoﬁ:uﬁmnut spman out of thin aor ar divinely chiseled inte stone
taldeta, [n addibon to their mobe as metibutiooalized ecpressions of tran-
seendence, they are gradual processes that evolve in resporse to prnd
ois cultural inadequacies and abuses as well as socal mnstroctions
confinued an page 58

3 = on the Bsees



talking feminist

women's emotions, beating
woman tries to leave. These

Animals
st six weeks into EW mate partner viclence.  Abusive men frequently we pets to manip-
their marriage, Ta- Lessons learned from the  ulate women's emotions, beating, shooting,
mara Barmes’s lus- Patricia A. Murphy projects will be used to  disemboweling, strangling or drowning an
band began drinking peplicate simdilar pro-  animal if the woman tres to Jenve, These
heavily, shouting at grams gereas the country,.  abusers make women wabch e they kill the
her for oo resson and Tthought thiswasa  animal, sometimes even forving them o

abusing ber cats. He broke one eat’s leg and
burned its pawes, One day he wrapped up
oo of the cats with duct tape,

“He wiss taped up like a football”
Barnes says “1 was completely freaked oat
I told him 1 was going to call the police. Ha
gaid, Go abead and czll them, Il kil this
cat if I want to, and 1 can kill you, toa” "

After her hushand struck her, Barnes
sought help at Womenspace, a women's
shelter in Eugene, Oregon, where she ves,
“T found there wes no commundby nebwork
to heelp me core for my pets,” she savs. T was
constantly worried about them, knowing
my abuser would not hesitate o burt them
to hurt me"” As a result, Bames stayed in
hesr albpsive situation much longer than wag
gafe for her or her pets, “Mo matter how
afraid T was” she s, “T would net Jeave
them behind. Giving them up was more
than I eoald accepd”

When a woman ia resdy to leave a hat-
terer, she's pratty much on her oam in find-
ing a place to shelfter ber pet. But Barmes's
experience was the catalyst foe an innova-
tive program that does just that. Last vear
the city of Eugene, along with Spolkane and
Beston, veceived a theeesvear cooperative
apresment. from the Centers for Disenss
Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta,
The threee cities will evaluate a aordmated
comenanity response to whal they call mt-
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perfest. appartunity to ses if emergency pet
cane enuld be made part of the modeal,” sayve
Barmes, who worlis for the Saored Heart
Foundsation, one of the oeganizations that
repeives grant money. She contacted
Kimball Lewis, the executive director of the
Greenhill Homane BSociety for  the
Prevention of Croelty to Animals (EPCA} in
Eugene. Six mowths later, in February 1997,
the Domestic Violente Assistance Program
(TWAF) began. The DVAP supplies—at no
charge—foster homs or "safe houses™ for
the pets of abused women, until the victims
cin accommedate their pets' safety

Within five months, Greenhill has
biekped more than 20 women and thedr pets.
One woman, éstaping an abuser in
Californza, fed to Eugeos with ber children
and three horses, and foond oot about
Greenhill's program from @ local health
clinie. Unlilee ather bumame someties offer-
ing Futer homes, Greenhill offers undimited
care for all pnimals

I wee havee & woman whose daoghter
ce gon has a steer as a 4-H project,” says
Lewis, “we'll find & hemwe for it.” (Lewis esti-
mates the program costs Greenhill about
F10,08 5 vear, yek the shelter itself getz nn
memery fromm the CIMC grant.)

Programs such a8 this can change the
ending to what women's advecates and
police say is an all too familier story

hsve sex with & pet, saying, in effect, “This
iz what I cam do, and there is nothing you
can do to stop me. Yoo may be next.”

Joan Cusempts, commanity educator
at Womenspace, notes that a pet coukd be
the only source of emotional support or
uncanditicnal love & batterad woman gets.
“Tt'a wery traumatic to lose that,” she says,

Although these's a great deal of anee-
dital evidenss: linking animal abuse and
the abuse of wamen, litte scientife docu-
meatation exists. In one study condscted at
a Utah women's shelter, however, T1 per-
cent of the women with pets reported that
their male partner had threptened to hurt
ar kil oo or meme of their pets; actual harm
1|Eﬂﬁﬂ£ﬂ5ﬂpﬂ1‘iﬂdh}ﬁ?]}€lﬂﬂt-
Angela Browne, author of When Baftered
Wienen K, interviewed a nomber of
wiarsn who had killed their husbands m
self-defense. Many reported that their
mates had killed family pets "To the
women, these inddents often seemed to
represent their own death” observed
Browne,

Eugene, Origon, 15 not the only munic-
ipality attempting to shelter the pets of bat-
tered women, thoogh such programs are
still rare, The Department of Animal Care
and Control in Lowdoan Courily, Vieginis,
provides temporary shelter for ten days;
women are umahle to visit the pnimals for



_ Abusive men frequently use pets to manipulate
shooting, disemboweling, strangling or drowning an animal if the
abusers make women waich...

oepenna of confidentialily. Besdes providing
wot ehedters, Colorsln Springs i oo of the
[Grat juriadictioms in the sty b inelede
snirnal enfoecars i dodussdicvinkmes gibu-
ptions. The Thwwslic Viokmes Fohanes
Team [DVERT} begun in May 1960 by the
palie department, may imolvwe op b 15
pennried. *In the paat ™ saye Tonna Stoub
of the Humane Bociety of the Pk Pk
Fagian, "there could be M icveetigstiong in
the arivoalweliare agoncy sl 20 jmebi-
gationg in the soriaasrine Alee Byl thar
wioaldnt shave inforres b Hew tusy do, e
the judgen see every bit of ufsrtuslion,”
aayg Strauh, which rpresses wped. jurdges
the serwnuomesa of doreemte winlenoe. Steach
i sl werlning cn 8 maraal BT yeterinari-
ans o play a nole in reparting abaee.,

Thas pocling of resoursse oo be pape-
exally wpluable in light o prowing evidonces
of the link betwsen animal abuess =nd child
abnge For iuasple, ons shady invebrad 57
families homg breated fiw imedane. of child
abuse by Mew derser's Divieion of Yuth
that in 88 percent of thewe Suenilies, atirmal
in the hame had alse oy abussd by the
warert, A Britiah anady by the Roya] SPCA
found chat of 23 farnilies in an Eoglish cgo-
munity with & hiatoey of animal Abase, 33
parvent had heeo identifeed Yy socal-se-
vice agenrien an having chiliren at risk of
by ot peghect

Other gtodies indicets that mary
rriminals whi heve bean vivlent lowprd
pegple ghare 1 eowunen bistoey of boatsl
parenta] punishmant wnd ecuctty to am-
maln, {For watance, Jaffry ahmer, who

wag ioyrdwned B mgtilsting and illing
17 rowery, el 1w whenlls of el animaks
in his yurd wht he wan b

The trial of Pegyy Sws Brmm—eaoqut-
ted of murdering her hushand, Bradlay
Brown—pnovides ofie ezataple of the <on-
flweres of spouse battering, chibd alvise and
rruclity to amimals, She teetified that. e had
beaten thedr children; he hed gl beeten
pnd muped her e Lockosd bar in & closet
without food o weker fir days, The Jomd of
Leerir he Ingtiled wras dlustrated By anoth-
et inpideni she deserbed doreg the 1zl

Iﬂmﬂdﬂlpul‘ﬂil:m:
ndemed with Fghtsing bolts

on my boohshel! and besathd  [pvina C. Lopeg

a sigh of trumph, There she

glamds, lorwver cnceesd In m clear et
babivis, her weapons [n n it DRREIC BAE
by hvar Feet ond her staf! alwayl oUt of har
reach: the Blasd Dwsan, 2 chamdle' fom
T MeFadome’™ Spovwn comilie DooM. St
iy a piastie raplica of & supedwre—tal
et popal, beautifel and sirong, shi
i Mty rlin poemsanna’'s dery A
crogeved,. By balngl an incredible woman,
sha has Bvod 1,500 yonrs. And ahe cost
mm only wight dolars. Bet a5 far 22 | am
soncamed, mhe & 2 priossss addition ko
Wiy Clection ol women action Tt

Wonder{Ing)
Woman

Her hoshend heng & pet rabbt in the
ZarEge, then summaones] har Wheo she
walked in with the baby oo ber shoalder, he
beyan srinning the rabbit alive, e held the
biwy et to the sereaming amimal, soying,
“Bee b emry it wermuld 2™

Anamin] dbuse can perterdd veilenes
apaingt humiang, aed 16y be an b of
e family in trrible 66 well. Ag Parmes save,
“Anirnal sbase is dmmeekc violkmos™
Fatriciz A, Murphy wrizer froquandy on
howitk ard enairenmeug! SRR

ol Colbit ke B
Wit kaked thig guetion Ina
Momne that wad bdth
acainatary and s ing.
B H 1T aw 2nnamibings of dead bodine.
“Bure,” | geywarsd, S in anbic|psiien of
har |mtyulry 2t my resaoning | comtine
wed wHk an auplaneibng,

Tt ChErBCiErT Ba NLMEE
sunanan. Thay'ns vkl (et They' e wae
o sar peanaksapars. They load batla
Koms, a4 presberty or mesinlarchs of thelr
sodlatles AN ara witaly reapaatad The
dMirictery thice BEuriet Dlpeisant,
theiugih Foarttiic, Fnes [daly | B arbirmc-
the In women as human balngs,

Farthermare, | 6m sncaumged by the toy

% on the imeees



talking feminist

industry's willlingmess to produce these
things for children to play with.”

| toumd it odd to have to explain my
callection to her, & yourRg woman who, a5
I e, believes in empowerment. Our moth-
ers taught us that we were all egual in
every arena of Kle, that we shouldn't set-
the for bess, that we shoubd make
imformed chodces amd takie responsibility
for those chaices. As bttle girs, howewer,
we had toys that were hardly egalitarian
and seemed to determing for us what we
ware o do later in life: Girls always got
to irom o cook, and boys always gof fo
be the supetheroes. In light of that
past, the appearance amd
recent predominance of
waomen superhaeroes in
comic books and their
plastic incamations on
toy-store shelves
appears to he proof posi-
tive that women ane
making grand strides
in the real warld, and
Feminism i working in a
small, but tangible, man-
mr. This, 1 think every
time | g0 to the toy store,
i5 exciing sl

My friend was nol eager to
accept this notlen. “You're not &
femminlst ke | thought you were,”
was her relorl. She proceeded 1o
paint out that the small waists
am relatively large breasts
prominent on some of my figwhes
are evidence of diserimination. The
idea that any hemale character
would commit an act of vialénce is
absurd, and how scantily clad

I found to be strength and mpreaenmﬁir:r_n of Ihﬂw dive
struggle inherent in my toy’s little plastic existence

some of these wormen arel She guickly
amd efforticssly reduced my identification
with one kind of streng woman to an
endorsement of systematie appression,
Her weapon of choice was a carelessly
orchestrated, verbally plagianized string of
ideas from authors we had read together
in nur college women's-2tudies classes,
Madine Strossen, Andrea Dworkin, Naomi
Wolf, radicabeshiars, bell books, Kim
Chemin and other authors powred out of
her mowth with alarming speed and very
litdhe soul, &s if thelr very waords flatly indl-
cated a chechlist called “How to be a
Good, Righteous Young Feminist.”
Apcording to my fiend, | had very obyl-
ously viekated a credo of which | was nol
even gwarel
1 was npw wondering mot how to
rebabilitate my damaged reputation as an
impure feminkst but whether or not my
friend and | had sctually taken the same
classes, read the same materlal or shared
any similar sentiments. For me. find-

ing the awthors she had quoted
reprasented a literary gokd
ming; | read them greedily,
| have digested. refleeted
amel cried with joy over

the insight, Informa-
tion and inspiration
part farth by swch
talented women
seholars, eril-

s and
aclivists. In
aildition
to my
inability
to
ristite paragraphs

ATHARE PO B e HERE Y

fall V37T - &

warbatim, | have no desire to memaripe
walwmes of faminist thought. | have always
thought it more empowering for me fo
attemal fo live the ideals outside the
clagsroom, for | believe that as B human
being, and especially &5 a woman, | am
nink at all separste from the sitwathonsl
oppression and gender ineguity described
in those books, Besides, such texts are
not rigid feminist guidefines far all waomen
te follow to the ketter, mther they ane tes-
tament to individual women's experiences
that can serve a5 a call to read, find com-
mon ground with and take action, ne mat-
ter how small,

It ks, therefore, important to exerncise
the challerge of putting leminism o work
for ws. Doing feminism and being feminist
consksts of mare than studying books and
then apalying their hetona with Fttle or no
peraonal effort. The hard part comes when
we have to place the pieces of knowledge
within the context of aur own cxperionces
&5 individuals and as members of a com-
munity. Feminist thinking and action take
prace not only between the covers of text-
biaoks or in the Hbrary; a large porticn of a
feminist life includes making meaning owt
of everyday activities, obpects and informa
tion, Such valuable tools as wamen's texts
provide & lens through which we can filter
ideas and philosophées bo inform amd
enrich our lves. Each of s makes the
choices that result in feminism directly
affecting us or affecting the cowrse of fem:
inism 85 a himan-oricnted movement.
Each woman who does feminism does so
i er own wary.

| I6akiod once agalm at the Blood
Queen, peering at ws, booming in the mis-
cled, powerful aura of ber seven-inch-tall



Just as my friend found it impossible to see past theory and recognize what

Sory. Jewt an my friene Foune it Irigrosnlbla
T 34 it theory and recogisits what |
kound to ba sirength snd representation of
Mo Ciwaima wo worwen really ans, |

M ougpirt it hard not b see wome glHwmer
of fminist sinepgla inheraat in ny tos"s
Bitle pimxtc mistence. | can woott that
S phaopie meay hume nutcgr e Benl g
abairt har mprobable phyekges or the et
that har character camies & waapon, bt
b ik e |8 npecial nonetieless, mnd my
Poibieston of sach an abject dosa not In

Biry Wy diminkeln myy heniikit Whiridhy 1A
In the novobos and craonlas of pry B with

whart |a symbolic, b ma, o Hinbiy womam-
haod. | 2 prsud b o fans negm (n s

Davina C. Lapes ia currently pursning hay
master of arto at Union Theokogical
Bemirory in Bew York City. This seany crig-
inally appewred in Wormanls News ard
Norratives: The Newaleer of the Emory
Wornen s Center, Fall 70054,

b d

Flhed nthatan - 10K0 NO Prisoners: ot pomthe mal

oo m Ieoambar 1553, MY Righet to Legial ¢ sotertmimment. 1
whan [ waw & 17-3earcld on woild watth mep operas
s i high schocl, foday . . el telk Ehown.

I would have 8 13yearcld Kristin Bair T woaddd heve hd 1o
s i daoghrtee T would be time to heal from the e
urhaprily married to the beril, chuwohi: bl T
father of that cdxld [ would not Jove b, His grewe wp o Twould bueee had o tote o Begne
ambston, creativity ntellact and wmek ethie  myr pareale, e loam 1o [y e In 15803 if
warukl have taken him i & diecbon oppogibe ahorbion. hed b lloygsf and arsvsilable te
myom We woold Fve ina deHinmnesibrh . me; ! wnnakd hnve hore St duld and passed

of Pittaumgh—the oty whare [ grew up—ina
toree-bedroom rarc-sode home with second-
hand fivrritre ared 3 pile of mwercoe ils oo
Sowra amd FTPensey He weandd deive a used
e W il el e B o pamenta
W wiald sguerx] five dullars: & day an the bnt-
ey We vamdkl o 1ake wasacore T owaoulk]
Aok cgrrties, My usband wendd kit we |
worald hit, hirn: heck.

1 would still smoks micguane T waukd
et have 8 macter's degres, or b that makhe
a tadekrs degree I would have prven up
reating tooks. [ wold rever have atisnded
the balla. or the theatr T would oot lieben to

n0 my memedible ager nnd wacheos, 38 veadi-
hras my midher pased om ber ST W e B
radily &= my proodmethey pegesd on her
anger & rmy emothe.

T orpald hawre: kit my child.

Thear trutha 118 wre oot podtaeally oo
rect. When | read them mat Jowi, [ witar
wrheat. rthers wall think of e, T must el then,
AEYWEY

ks 1963 I wa= 17 smod confisked aond hope-
Lewaly a1 sonmected bove with aoger, aed m
o degperats atbaept to escape Hw houss T
desspiand and fesmed T soon equatod Jove and
anger with sac T dwee 3 young man vhose

rse we women really are, I thought it hard nof fo see some glimmer of feminist

et Eurraily ek grenmd wem procanious, bul ha
rod aeendioney by ches et was ol thal mat
ered.

Locking bowk T reali 1 should Jone
shayerd mat ofthe hadknest af i 1972 Chevelle
T zhanld heve kapt my st mulled tight. over
ey thighe, and | shoubd ot heve hard sex with
bim, Bt nothing ever happens the vay @t
thould, T3t chid, [ mamule] harees biad cglm, poscs-
ful perrerria. I winid heve v witneemed my
tller bsing Lo by mmy rthees My parents
okl ek beve it e and oy gisgern They
ookl heve talked to me abort gex aed T
anukl heve been able v bare bo them when ]
orpa in o,

Wheo | Erst mepeched T wes ragnam, 1
grodredod 1w’ s, Lwerd dace o with ooy
friemcy, Fgul ses: toriorn m by, stadied for plowsies
and calephin ersra atul wetls wlores Thegoe
thiryr I Alvags e wae Bt T wes st T
wran 3 oened B brain Cher kida st achond eramesd
my bormesnek and mov et anowats. For vears
1 ke been comting the: dene witil | omakd
reoxpc to college, [ wem pring to graduste thin
tyracoond mat of 5 stodens. Frogneney
el isnposelble but no malier bow memy
tiznt by [ ek B erich of mry uader
wide' S gigna o TRY e, Tt et Rt

My body bevarme an eves-inlflating bal-
fowry. ] pesreeher b om 1oy besd befies achee]
e lrring, brying bo b @ the psne that
The rippar wmE sgEesd s oy helly in a
e, wridenputher! ¥ T guifered from morning
gictmess, oy akin broke oot and | oisd every
dsy Om ana hand, it i hard b babweve that oo
ore in my frdly ooticed. On the oy, it
enzkes. compahe pos,

My memnaries of that. trme are ke mext
mesuriss of bad things. Soroe mumpents are
clear and orisp, precoes others are fiexy and
Blurrerd On the first Sabirdsy of December
193, he murming of the Seholati Apttude
Test, Tt in & s &t ouwr high achiel

T oo the lnmes



talking faminkst

wibth iy Giried el hetemmin g T sl el iy
ary exiptaved Dhipprity.T jar that wae padked in
i e ery vinigd prme Mideray thecayh the
tesk, b s melled aod g thin streaen of water
ran #evren the fecw T do ook bmmw what. the
gtwderrt s mee tumpht. T did oot est
anyores epe | waa mertified 1 omild not ooo-
centrate and inctear of metting o older sis-
tec's elmeet parfect poore, | achiernd 2 mark
pevaral hundred pomte lower then 1 had
apected.

Al the SAT, oo boafriend picker e
1 tod we doea: 1o Aot dirne ke 6
prigrncy sl When (e mies bebimd e
emirrtoe 1k ey oo ebveoghs the rnach it ha
gtared ot s ared soked Wy dhel v wesit. an
kmg®

Frver noay, T cam pes toprmck] T b waitng,
gred of the shortimm dimic, 8 stabe, shiffy Toam
fild with wamen and girls Fen wearing &
white sweatshit with & Brgen Unmversity
Jogn, 1 it i @ ooroar boldg oy bropth, enbar-
g the wan of mimd T experienor when 1 om
petrifud smdd ngnb with = bl know 1 hane
o porenplich o bk, It i 2 3P T e i g hong
fuarmtd Bl s chos sl mse teat T el
ot aetvand Ay | oeve Evmerd, b gpace
behival wns selbypiss | et puen ok

T e erymel’ m a0 Hrgr P Dedrgr covn-
peded by 3 white-cnaled wioman T e shous o
ol | am and abeut bosy pregnant, I am_ Teay
thres mumiks, bt ik & ckoe o e Mo oane m
the tirrie area T s ryealf m the sramining
roc, foek in stirrups. A nuree holds my hand.
Ber fingera are oold amed thin, the skin kooss
around the koockles: Smeone has pasted sok-
neful deime o the cedine The docars voice
faatn up betwesn my lage, Stare through the
gheet. | dmt lruar i he louwrs what he ic
doing I ia am ssocekdy line: 1 am jish another
e of Tecerhireey

B 1 o, the: mriwere o oo b (oo
tart a doctir i T paes Tiood det Lrger cthar g
quarter She halls up ber hapd and malkes o

fall 180T - B

be....Her kindness and generosity of soul, especially to other

cirebewith ber frgers foindicsts the 2 | nod
v Baecne my Jags tapthes, gripping the beg
of Entre-Jarpe maxipads in oy hand I e doan
i the waiting oo wmél oy boyfriend cimes
for ne. Be arnlls of e ! ey the fothall
Eame went inbo ovorticne, A T watch his lips
Toe, the: imew] bietrind wve collapees T lmosr
thak alzr b drope e oll sk hewws T will never
58 hiam agrio.

For the et low westdon, | posan bord ke
auch, lerger thim & quesrtex: They ava Larger
thae a2 haldedlee srnstires the izs of 4
g, T i bk esll 5 chewtir Tesctenad whem the
apegry fro che wall 6P vy watern, T bvesthe and
talk bo myeell in poy k] abwaye keeping a
gireight, fava [ am pond of being areog
enmgh Lo po it alone

Haring had s e fiw reflertion are
reomery, [ imoer nowr T waould eeaer warit B
domghhar of Trine to go thomugh this experiencs
#lrre, bugt. it was the: oohr sarvival tedmique T
Fend b tenugh.

Ty [ bve i chikiren. Tam 31 Single.
T b bachelor's and maetar’s degreca T teach

writing tocollepe gbubants and moondty shd-
driars ir Chizapn T heve well-dafined cmades.
Tat peoud oF my body 1 am reoddng o a
npald. T e povinting & perien of pelf-portzmita
I bteera 1o pacss, el bnceles oedtifake, it Thes
food, wmar ey odeesan | guote Willkam,
Caurkoe Williaeng. Wy cwdy Tusit: e bedowr sy
shoalder blades, T ook ecnoiee arthizg:
Mgt moportand, T wm et Irss gy
meach bees s, than [ vas 14 yoars agn, and
L Teave bagrurn 1 acel, O mooet degym I v for-
givar, my parenia I love them despermbaly
oaspite ther Baws In 1963 a5 much es |
wanted to be difierent, [ woukd have repested
thair mistakea [n 1997 aa | mmva doear m the
time when L will dhooss to have a dld, |
knoew this: T will ret bit my child: T will ke
atient, thevigirtial, ke, 1 willl omumwrieats
openly; 1wl talk by sy dhild kot g Twill
e rage i child o sk b s an teee of
need T will makee mwistskog et T widl it
repet the past

k4
Farawell, Palionce
and Sarah
Ima Rearbyang, novalit ) [TAT L G p—— -

died lest October im mpatats

Mew Torh. She wan T2 yanry

old. Parhage the moat Com.

palling Ingfocy Aima left ua

was hir remanioshis senin Kor one of soo-
aty's longeab-runaing hrimds: the social
hatrad of [esblasg I $u0h an Inhoapltahle
and ynaing winid, Hee woman In
RO’ S thlis S marprisinpgly wail. Ty

coukd be happy tegather and
heve 8 goadl, deeeny, ioving
Mo ingerthar This premise
undharacned e st witting
and, patticalary In Fatience and Sarak |t
hdiied In 1555 xn A Fiace for Us ender te
paemdongme bashel Milier), made iy yea what
o socvty never ikt that [nyhien cou-
phom can M & Fubure, thori twer wamon nisk-



Routsong was elways looking for her perfect self a way of becoming as good as she could
Women artists, was as evident as her wisdom.

Ingl w heans topethar b Jak anotiwer way of
Dol hummcan, that A beablan hayna, with or
withowt children, cal bt s prodecties, ohl,
meral and angegnd ag any ethar king of
b, pwicapa even more 80 &5 It inetine-
Hwety triamt 10 ks up Jou then deficiency of
thin moinly maocidies workd

The bottom |ma fr Alma Rouisong wed
o, nharisg & bome with enother womoss
whom [Ha |s poacefel, ordinary and hil of
crexthes work, pood food, cosversation md
lrinmds. Her books raflected har e, For the
[kt 1% ored 5 haif yeam, Rwutsong hael mods
@ hwme with Julie YWeber, mulbimedis artist,
mualc(xn e feaches B n B ol Rouse In
Paughhmapals, Mew Sork. Thelr hoose wes 5
wiork bn progmess. When Reulsang wes not
witting. sha refiniahad femiture imboricusty
ol banubilully. Sha was @ prodillc compenbw;
her loat major job was reworiaeg tha front
porch, Sha Mued windews sl sashes,
sirigped fromes and S0k, In the evenlig
she woukd read Ieliw by skiags, Togethmr thiy
read biographine o worsen, the Bible, May
Swanaon, Bdwand Flald, Robirt Frosl and
The Mustrated Scence and [meention
Engackopetia.

Thatry |licnd ta wart whsrbewar was balngf
grown during a sapgon. In the Tl they
Cookod Aptls shanp, BE appla puras with
SUrNERAEE 30l ¥2OMRN Mo £riam [Ane [eal
hiCipt Aowtsong piasnad to cook befors ahe
pat sich]. In tee yawnriedr thsy bl irwa-
barries ord made & kil of rawiTm sk
cahm tha Michigen way, with bikcaits sl
battar (N cmmm ). Aupust 3apper wmdld 14
tontxio sandwdchen,

Duzamt of wmall poriratty of women ol
Achiwvari Bned the wallg of this boms—
woman Wi wers HsiRany, M ooui hare
boow, or might heve bron; wormen wi, 1o

hima gl lilke wers ahls Fo taie corg of
thamssdres, wha lamad how ta g s on
thelr owmn, who foand K natersd |n them-
St (o be sceampished In [He. Resteony
wark proad of her wilmy and thaught |t
would leat, bad sha was slso preud thst o
Pided bl Mot 3 M rHE i boodeshett. Cinen
of her gl Sees i tharl we would &l for-
Eal how besk thinge wadkod, (e alvctrichy
and phanbing.

O or dalcs & weal, witting vicat of
e night, Routsang gave kablanh works 2
newr parapaedlve an thalr resiine She thingr

oif centurisn of oppresslvs wocial kaology
28 i it were a puall irom ena of bar cigs

rattes when el dard o srwlakon leablana
ea imbelligent, comgmesionrie, esncl,
[nkzreating med welladuceted womss—par-
Mgt bacause thesa wwre Lhe vwoines sha
ke, by Kinds amd ¢0llusgtes.

Sha read Mank Terbin odr simd i,
stidhad Wl huneor, ik i OF DampuLpe. RS
Twain bhad dows, $he sitan pesd the nimas.
uldr Ahd oolloum il nme of &dar e S
Wartad wiry ML 10 A, periaps
Doy, [Ie Thoain, hetr |misnas Bweraness
of Hhan coupl m costd reflecl sech a
b wiakn, Toieain R thee (a0 od glow
Wiy Rbuksong hoel hismaphobls And [lios
Twan, Aoutsong wik Intanetisd in poapie
wiv o off xd searoh fof Utopla. Sha har-
0 hd divorced heet hushossd and kel har
farmlly no- thel sha could maka 2 loma with
J WA

One of her jays wis prowding amcund
phancer homses and resiongd WiBEE,
smasllIng! the dirked haabe, boedhinE okl wood,
paling howr peopla of 2 ciflenent tiwe fad
i, oo aEng the past relessed groit
itpiration n her, Ths, whibe wiek ing o foilk-
wrt musaum I Cooperatewn, New York, sl

lownd & primitive painting Heat inepired her
most papulss and parhaps revoluthonary
bk, Feitnea and' Sovar, the: stery of tae
it ||vinig hapelly on 2 Fam e sy
12004

Bear DanCb, TRk ALOELAE WHIHEN"S i,
tafina the dlfgrint dacaces of this contyry,
The Love o ot Hivmren takian placs I He
wartima pariod of Hee 13, Soe by Soe
tella tea whoay of womesn's Bbaration in e
100, Low, har lasX books, tehea placain
i 19704 andt deacribes the perromal ne-
chbl okt Gl Blalalit Eobeceilot: & ther
L1

Rctabagng e S dooking Kar fer
pariocl aall A Wy of bacoming A0 pon
ahe could be, She plonsered consclouanses-
Alsng groups n tes sarly saTemties, Her
ks #hd paneoshy of sonl, wpeelalhy
o obhes wienan artists, wikh ¥ dvidiit aa
Moty WO, [ [ Enbo” yebirs 30 Becamne
inrtearvanteat 1y oy romeetin Bt ane- Sloe Wi
drwan bo somr of e meslitation techn| gt
But partuipa har parfact aoif was right under
bar noss, tha oall thet was abis 0 wen
thwough lavers of frigirteeing soclal false
hood, e snd Initmidmtien, tha welf et wes
deinrmimmed Lo rescus from depreeslon and
desalrtion the membere of il popula
thon and tell themn e was st vameg
with thed haarl's dealre, thel ey el &
right to b happy.

Qne mara thing. Far amyiody Ourfiees
enoagh to ok; “Wiat do keiliadd 4 In bed,
anywary] * Aputzomg, Fie # ERa Kvies,
hed tha anmwer. YWeman meks Wl by othsr
wamen ienalary and passionately, with con
gldaredlon, wH and grast jav.

Lila Ciarks deacies phkoesphy 2t dlount S
AMary Coffge in Manbirgh, iew Kank

4. on the | ke



CALyWHIET

WAILING AT THE WALL

FHYLLIBE CHESLER

According to these who slander them, women cannot be
counted as Jews In @ prayer quorume. Women are sepacate and mnegmal. Simultaneously, women
are ravtinaly idealized a5 superler, a3 long as they confine themsselves to their propes, subord|-
nate placas—away from the Kotel.

t 1980, fir & peviod of neardy eight montha, 2 groap of Kewish wornen pearcfully praying at the Kote] (or Western Wall) in
Taraed were verbelly and physically attacdsed by ulira-Crthodoe exiramzst mn, The police and the: border patrol reflaed 10
imbervese, encept onee when they wsed toar gag to disperas both the rinters and the somen at prayer.

Wornen of the Well (WOW) and the Intermationa]l Committer for Wirpan of the Wall (ICWOW) sued the state and the
MMinistrs of Religion in the Imael Sipreme Court e thear religimus snd oivil vights. They asked that the Iaraeli police nain-
tain Lzwr and ooder tn poblic places—just as thay do at holy stes shoared by Muslime and Jews elsewhere, g wetl ae in dis-
putas amemy difrent daseminations of Jewny: Tha Coumt geohibited the smmen from praying in their fashien unt the nat-
ter wag. reaohved, sither nadicially o politealby. IFWOW disctxped this order, they were mftrmed they weuld be ned end
amested. The eate hus beern B0 the Supreme Court thees tnees and hae boery the Sulpest of & “ax-sveth™ povermmeni-onem-
minsored abudy—a sludy that hea new lasted {or over (e years

Althrgh WOAR"S node: of praxcr was in strist assordane with an Orthodo® stterprotatiom of Jewish kaw chalachs), the
winterr—who prayed only with each other in the women’s sectior—were sl called “whores” “witches™ *unnatmral™ and
“tairibod by woetwn'a tib," both on the proumd and in the preas. Aocording b (heee who dlander thern, women canngt be cmmt-
e s Jiws in & preayer quonrn, Winen are separate acd unegoal Simaltanecasty, women ere rmitinely idealized a8 super-
o, &8 Jong as they confine themsebves to their proper, subordinate plass—away from 1he Fotel.

Larael hes inoeasmgly been plagued by fndamentelist tervorism—both Jewish and Wuglim, Follwing the apsassing-
tinm of Ieracli prime minisser Vitzhak Bakin by a ripht-wing religioes Iavaali Jew, hic snoceasnr Benjamin Notonyahin's gov-
rrarnerk has inoreasingly yebded ta right-wing mivence, A & result, lnlls are nrnmtly pendingrin the Taraeli Pariamont fo
turn the Kntel, which sinee it was Liherated in 1967 haas been 2 natinnal eheine, inte an ulbm-Crrthodax valigioes site. Linvits
are pending in the High Ceurt ta srengthen the Orthodos stranglehild over comversions, Recently, the stute-nun bas service
rorsentzd bo 2 religious neighborhoed s demand thet women be foroed 1o 2t wparatsly fream men at e back o the by

On Jume Mhand 11, 1897, during the sacmed days of Bhesmot, a group of Lraeli Conservative and Reform Jews. gathered
t pray at the Kitel Trvey did ot nvoeer that enJune 2, the grsemimant had saeretly enasted "D #14.* based on an slee-
acevet eport by the lovaeli police, Lu the vepart, this palice diaimed they vl not protect the petitioners (WOWY at the Ketel
Aa a reult, the povernment declared in Deciion #14 thak tha petitimer's prayer &t the Kot weudd "conetitute a danger to
public crder”

The: following are some eyewitmess acoounts of what happened to the proup of Jews, bath men and wornen, whn came &
the Kotel o pray.

£all 1907 - 40



Rabbi Andrew Sacks

U Shavuot in Jersalem,
tens of thoussnds gather at
the Kodel, at sunmse, to pray.
There: are literally & hundred,
ar more, minyanimo |[prayer
quorums] from which one
may choose. Some one hun-
dred Jews, mostly Conser-
vative, gothered ot the Kotel
Flaga fr an egalitoran
miriyar, Thas = nal the nom
at the Kobel, s in an effort. to
minirmize the sense af’ priovos
cation, we gathered] way ofl o
the sicde aned i thie rear of Uhe
Kotel Plaza. . By the start of
the Torah reading, several
hursired Haredim had aban:
dinedd their vam preavers to
coese and push, shove, amd
tavnt. To their credit the
pelice and the border patrol were quide fo react. They did every
thing in their power o keep the mow-growing and very angry
mioh &t bay, As we made it throagh the reading of the Ten
Commandments, the police were close to osing control. They
hegspched s o leve, for they were no longer able to prstert us.
We were now surrounded by dose o a thousand young men
pushing, spitting, calling us Mazis and throwing stones. . . water
ard fecal matter were being toesed upon vz and upon the Torah
sorll, 1, and not a few others, were hit. My tallith was stained. [
went immediataly to the police where | filed & criminal complaint
fior thee attack. We finished our prayers in a sechaded rarden. As
teare sroamed down the cheeks of many, we concloded our
PrEyeTs with Hatikah [the larash na'l:i::rl.-alanlﬂmml."

Haviva Mer-David

“My complacency woes shattered. | Tt was when they saw wmen
reading from the Torah that they really went wild. Women read-
ing Torah with or without men i descerating the Torah in their
eves, . . Hundreds of young men in Back had surmounded us and
were velling. . they began to push and sheve aned kick and spét
and T immediately ssked some people around me o help me
shield my bhaby, who was aitting in his strofler. The poliess salo-
tiom was to pek uss to Jeave. . . Thad experienced this same hatred

Membars of the ICWOW reading from the Torah at the dedication of a Torah fo
e wosan of Jarusalem from the women in the diaspora, in 1988, Although the
waman &e observant of Orthodex customs. the sight of women reading from
et Torah inetibics wlira-Orthodos men fo vislence. Photo Joan Both.

before 6s & member of ancther
gronup, the Women of the Wall.. ”

Bavid Fine
“The erowed of hiorsdmeds hosd o
berome thousands, with crowds
af people from the roafs of the
Jewish Quarter homes cheering
them on and pointing cut where
we were; Becanse of you six mil-
lion Jews died; Go back to
Germany!’ Some of our prayer
shawle were bong tem off our
backs and stomped one . The
mob was accusing the polioe of
being Nazis for defending ws,
"After they started to push
past the palice [ saw two officers
start charging towards the
erowd. Bub their commander
callsd therm back Th-l.:_:r chen't
have bear B ar shaslds or chabs,
The government never sent reinforcements for sur protection. The

Wall belongs to those who exdiled us”

" lacoh Ner-David

“Im 1939, 1 protested the presence of 5 Carmelite Conwvent at
Auvzchwitz and suffered physical abuase af the hands of local Poles,
Unéal yesterday, T thoaght T would never again feel hokred compa-
it B whalk we Telt in Poland s Jews. Vesterday was moch warse,
The hatren etched inbo the faces and voices of the Haredim attack-
ing yestenday surpassed the worst anti-Semitism [ ever expari-
enced, | Oher the course of an hour, we experienced a pogrom cotm-
mittee] by Jews against Jews Haredi faces contorted in hatred—
toward us, the police, the soldiers, anyone not exactly like them.”

Debby Weisman and Elliot Cohen

“We are obeervant Jews of the Orthodox maovemient wha vigorous-
Iy condemn the shameatiol incident that sooorred on the morming of
Shaviot at the Kotel A group of Jews who call themselves
Haredim—pious and God-fearmg—attacked Conservatnre wor-
shipers with cruelty and valganty We see n their violent act & des-
eeration of God's name. Even if we have a disagreement with the
Comservative movement, we must conduct it peacefully and with
respect. for pther human beingz ™

D Photlis Chesler is a direcior of the board of ICWOW, Thex-exemipd donations b this ongoing struggle can be maded to Robbe Helene
Forrie 215 Hessian Hills R, Crofon, NY 10520 Make checks payable to ICWOW

L1 = on the isswes
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HOW WOMEN VOTE, RUN AND WIN

e, the people of the United States, talk a good game about the blessings of liberty. But when it comes to the

ways in which we whilize one of those hlessings—the right lo vote—the figures are nothing short of scan-

dalous. The national vater turnout in the 1996 federal elections was 96,456,345, according to the Federal
Election Commission. That number represents 4908 percent of the counirys voting-age population., The percentoge
was even lower for the 199 federal dlections, a dismal 38.78 percend. It was that fatefid election that brought a roed-
toal right-wing Republican Congress into power, and triggered o spate of laws apenly hostile to the inderests of
wwornen, children, people of color and the poor: What better reason for us to be diligent about expressing our core beliefs
at the vofing booth? Yet too many of us don.

Coeled i be that voler apathy has gripped our nation because some people are overrepresented in ouwr legis-
fntures while others are underrepresented? What would it mean if citizens felt more filly and fairly represented? To
find out, we take o look al the theory, and the practice, of proporfional representation. Treo political scientists survey
the alternative voling methods that would give women their rightful place in the country’s decision-making bodies
And we offer o report from Great Britain that highlights not ondy the stunning victory of the Labour party, but also
the equally stunning incrense in the number of wormen now seated in the House of Commons—and whether their
numbers will matter

Finally, we add a biting commentary from one exesperaled woman, dissotisfied with our recent presidential
chovces and with those feminists who insisted she had no choice, Its true we need to concentrate on increasing the num-
bers of women in public office af every level, Brt i85 just as importand fo remember that not every elected woman works
in our best interests, Getting the right kind of women—thoughsful, committed, progressive—remaing our great chal-
lenge. The 1998 congressional elections are more than a year away; it’s never too early to get busy  —The Editors
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UNITED KINGDOM

t fve oelock Am on May 2

newly elected British Prime
Minister Tony Blair climbed atop a
stage to face the glistening Thamws Bwver, a phalany of televizion cam-
eras and severn] thousand weary but excited supporters. Bloir pauzed
briedly, ledting the blasting music of a popular mck band subzide befire
uiiering the chiche everyone had been waiting for; “T¥s a oew dawn 1
Britain,

st bours earlier, British voters had given Blair's “new” Labour
party a 175-sant majority in Parliament, its biggest vickory since 1945,
and handed the Conservatives a humiliating defeat. Afler 18 years of
Conservative rube, Prime Mindster John Major and his fellow Tories
were ook just shown the door, they were booted out.

Estelle Momis, o member of Parliament from Yardly, a middle-
class suburty of Birmingham, did wot join Blair on stage in the early
hours after the ehsction, Morris was where zhe had been for the previ-
mzs s1x weeks of the campaign, celebrating with ber supporters three
hours north of Landon, For Morriz, Laboors “new dawn” is oot just the
opportunity b gently alter the direction of British pobitics after nearly
bwn docades 1|I'H.|'|.r_|.;:m:|: Thatcher and John M‘l}m‘,rl:rapnzqrnlﬁam
chemge in the mle of women in Bobish polites. On May 1, 120
women—101 fram the Laboar party—wene senl to Parkiament by vol-
a5, slmest deubling e previsus tamber. Ineredibly only 167 womsen
have been elected o Parlament m the history of Brbsh pelitics, a
eruel indiestion of the third-class stabus of women i Brtish political
life, despite the mpact of Morgnret Thatcher's 13 years 08 prisme min-
Eter

"We are nod poing to sik in the back of the room,” Morrs stated
shartly after her 5M0-wote victory, “We're going to chenge the culbun:
of British politica™

While Labour’s victory was predicted long in advanoe—nn pall
during the two years of Blairs Labour party leadership showed less
than a 16-point lead—no one predicted that women would emerge
from the election in such dramatic Bashion. But the rise of women i
positions of power within the Laboor party did net happen by acedent.
Like moat political transformations, it fllowed & process of strugele,
creativity and individual leadership, Labour Member of Parliament
(MF) Clare Short, mw the newly appointed Secretary of State for
International Development, realized years ago that women in most of

New Labour, New Women
by Kelly Candaele

western Europe and  Seandinan
tended to vote Socialist ar Social-
Demperatic. In Britain, Shart sug-
pested, women exchahited a *political time bag” related to the abeence
of large numbers of women in the workplace,

In an interview three wesks after the election, Short said,
“Historically, when women wers confined o the home onoe they had
children, they tended to be small mnservatives in their personal val-
ues arwd large conservatives in their voting. When they move vt the
labowr earleet, whach they have dore in massive numbers here, their
warldview changed profoundly, . they develop more awareness of
broader issues that impacts their politics. Thiz is pood news for pro-
gresaive parties everpwhiens”

Closing Labour's Gender Gap
Warnen's votes historieally have benefited the Conservative perty
With a five-to-seven point gender gap, women gave Thatcher ard
Magor o Jarger share of their vobes compared to men Shoet, wh was
chair of the Labour party’s women's smmittes in the 19808, fought for
years bo bring women in the Labour party indo keadership and candi-
date mles. Short and others pushed for leadership fraining and
recruitment of women, el representation an the pary exsbe
baard amd aceess to resourees 5o more women coukd aflfeed to enber
political Efi. Drawing from the experience of Scandinavian Sociakist
partes, Shart pashed for so-called all-women's short lista, & frmula
for selecting candidates that would reserve 5 number of winnable par-
hamentary seata foe women.

In the United States, wolers pick most candidstes for ofice
through an oper-primary system, By conkrast, in Britain, party mem-
bers select parliamentary candidates through cancses and confer-
eres. [For moee details on differmg voting systems and their impart
o woenes's political power, see *in't [ a Vober™ on page 16.] The all-
women's ahort-dist forrmula, passed by & Labour party conference in
1903, simgly mandated that half the candidates fir safe Labour par-
lamentary seats where an meumbent had retired would come from
women-oaly lists, as would half the candidstes for ey targeted seats
that Labear would atempt to take from the Conservatives inthe nest
election.

“We had to do something ridical,” reflested Jaogui Smath, Labour

13 = onm the issaes
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British history and their
particular were disillusio
at Parliament and seeg pe

wpre echoed by Wonperrs
Office  Rumell, who
ndded that “polls showed

M from Foaditeoky, Joobdng hewk on s Bghit o the wonsen's cardidata
ulots, “rarnuse the seale of the pooblern was go preat ™ Snith, & Bemer
ety warid e oy lrwotrd poveiby evplndad the primary myth per-

pelualing male derermistion of Jeaderdbip positone "Whea we were
oicsg Uurgh the Frat, phuse of bringing roee samea in o kadership
poeitiara|, thers wan 3 Exir amoumt of disenshembmest. within the parby
K- was a tired argursent,” she seid, “Adl wa hoand wme, W wnold Bl B
b eoes women MPs, bat thore noe not cnmigh, womoen coning -
ward, Moer our palitics in oo Jesger e proseyve of mldde-aged ren”

Srmth acd several e sonddatey wers Alon halped by bhe
British broneh of the 115, based Emuly’s Last The group poovided
il Fir chiled cowe clidting, transpontaton Al sailing oets—eses-
Litaesd " A Selewmud ot EAETHET

Severn] vaale party nsmbers challened the a0 woeers et in
128%, arming that the mew procedurs deqrived themn o equal sooets
1o the political prosean The tableid prees ale vilibed tha women as
ernaacaleding avatars of all that wes deaxpsrom. and dedzuctive in the
modarn wirkd Uppaants af dhansee took tcic crac bo court aod won
& repeal The neticnal smurt rultd tak this modest exprraoent in g
der nquality was illogal. Buet bafbre the omarfs doeigon was impls
meoted, mome than A5 women bud b aedected B eents that were
pifbser wfe Takvnar oot chod Ji Lanpeted AR wirneble geabe o the
1007 penicea] elasdian

Py the e of the cowt’s mling™ chesrved Meg Fusell ths
Labour nartys wienee’s officer, "8 lob of crmetiwerimies had dhosen
their candidares srd the party ad 8 Eir degres of sucsess eremarag-
ing remaining cematinences to selee moman

Blaaith Stratody

The e wonpe in Parliareent are conackne of their rale Tn Brikish
hisbory and their potential irpact.om Britain's fupare, biveria beliaves
foeling thart it. didn't speab b thom, Mow they will Jook at Parlinment
4rvl =ee paaple whe Jook 1ike thum,”

Dwring the campaign, Bledir and rther packy leaders derded dhat
any mpecial message or strabegy wan developed for or divected at
women, Ficop Geardon, Labour regione] secmetary for the West
Midlends with campaipn responsibility bor 3 large oomber of e
tersteed setn, parve the afficial party line, Ftating that “wochen ke Uhe
s infenesta a5 men, 80 we develnped mo Rpecial mesayr to
waoen. Thets oot by s chooe to carget. vwoters”™ Her comments
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that women weee Mf-
e Largely with the
REUE S3006E, AR A,

Bit. eharing tha last weelr of the campaign, Bl ard party
dtzategiatn cheoae ko i oo “educatn, eduction, sdweadion” as the
crre therme of "New Lobouw™ a tactical choics that wes determined
with woamen in mind, GF the five mevieet proposals that Lobour hed
repeated thomaghont the eampaign, three of them—eamallar das
sizes, shortee waiting bisky b see phyiciana ot the Nationa] Health
Seevins nd sajar stmets wers wen by gbearvers ss dedgned
kring awing aromen vobors inkg By Labeur aobumm.

Bob: MulTholand, o Califirnia polseal aesuttant whn gridded
trgining fow 8 oumbee of Brilieh marliomuentary candldote, sow Now
Labour sdopiing the eam demogrephe: ond poltieal Loge: thad. geu-

" mated TS Previderdt Bill Clictm, “Smaller clasa sizes, commmnity

safoty and shortar wss fr medival rars—who do you think this &
wimeed ot b mslead “Mem ropld have their erme fall oF bafora they
wiukd think aout prng 0 the doclor, Clindon. did exact3y the same
thirg when he Fught for sdueation, the envirmment, prm cotrol
e the minimuwn wege, and women provided Clintso his margin of
victory, Bebieve moe, Blair and hie gtaff were watohing edossty™ BIC
et pedle indirated that for the frst time ginee the 15406, warmen gpiit
thetar wilss: anvemly hebwngn Labour and the Conpervatives The g
der pag Evoring the Torica bed disappeared.

Wheat aley disapoearnd was any pemblanes of ladwing padicsl-
iam within the party the beliaf strongly hebd by gencretions of
of the capitaliat matlet amild be findarewtally troneformed. Rl
bevame leachr of , party that was already nushing towand= the pelit-
pefurty rowrobarahip wan meedy fir amyonc wha could ofi hepe.

Twring the heat of the camipaign, Blair ingigted an ealling bim-
ﬂﬂnﬁ]mﬁﬂm&whumﬂdmmm that. i
the type of eewirunment in which usness and mdustry can prow®
“Thia rhetomie sosue] the fimanial ruavlorts that be wes not intarest-
ed iny wenlth distribusbion, dase warfie  renatimalizgrion, of prive
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The new women in Parliament are conscious of their role in
potential impact on Britain's future. Morris believes that “young women in

ned about politics, feeling that it didn't speak to them. Now they will look
ople who look like them.”

Gized irsdustoies, Forvmyy Clinton, Blair angued that io o e “slaks-
hodder™ grasety, *righilx and Tespoauibdites go tegether”

Spmnidng the Langusge of Wormen?

Buch rhetiin undendriedly suords. familiar i Aroerican s During
Clibocle Best cwmnperign in 1903, Little Reck wan inmdated with
Labour party atal whi came o listen and lbam They carmad homs
wudakmakes amd muty that euthned how Clinton's pelicy ahbifte and
wmpaien operaton orwdd be inksgrated into Laboors new Inak. ¥ was
it Jong hefione Blair v pivin: specchves aboat. heirng “tmgh o erime”
wixl *areling welfarm [the doke] pa we kower iL" Evam the Labour party
“war o in Millhenk Tower, oo ofice nulding meriooiine e
Tharnes, waa a reptice. of the Clmton headquarters, complets wilh
meetin

Blairs new Labour party, Bk Clintoo’s new Deroidadic parog,
haa replaced the thamea of squeality and jirshien with the politeal buzs-
ol appevicnity & tha amimeting imgulss of public paiey. In Britag,
the emergenre of women in political K may be e ondy farve thac
rogtrwire 8 camplets ambrace of marke: ralues

Jeaps Smith argwes that *we can ooer falk the laeguage of
woensyt o (e Parliament,” bat will Labour's medeqate progrant mova
beyorud verdes foward practical schubiona to the aconome: wid socdkal
p‘uﬁlmthatmuniﬁw]itﬂiﬂﬂimﬁlﬂmmﬂtfﬂtuﬁﬁﬁt
Wiat? Trree days befors: the sheation, the Quardion pewsper noded
that o al] the comirias in Burops, Britrin hed the kighast perecage
o children in pawarty—ane in thee.

Adrtinmalhy 2 mmmmmﬂmmhm
gperieind e higgeas fumg in inaquality of pny mdizstriaked omnm-
tzy, Batwmen 1979 and 1983, the top tenth of inemmevarvets in Britain
g theair inromes Tise by B1 percent in real terms, while the botiom
tenvth erperianeed an 18 porent decline Thass e ot the bnrds of
prodilens that will be reanhved by Blair'y somumitrneet. o “orhdeating
wuberprize” sa bu: bald Clinton turing his it to Loodon in s

Iearme dimparity and poverty ete particaknly ante Fr women

af eslar i Beribaun A rerymit rrport by the Prticy Stodies Instibste, an
irdependent, think tanlr dhewed that mam then B pement of
Pakistank= and Bsngladeahis e o hotashokh whose fiusvpe i
belowr hal{ the naticoal srerage And thewes ane deamakic dieparikies
bet=man wiitee eod Carfbbean Hacks in astess to Ripk-laral joba,
dren g besded by 6 single parert.

Tiwrurs of raee: and ethoucity wrre: ok promizent o the rampaizn,
hererevey: Dud of & pryulation in England, Wales and Scothard of mom
tham 52 millien, athoic minoies sake op oely & bie rone than
three millim, Jaan than & pereest, of the population. Hlacks, inchuting
Affeans ard Corbbeans, are jst over BXHIO), whike Indiome

Only to wome of coloe, both Leboumr, st in the Brikah
Partinmeztt: Dismoe Abbot, who held o pest. prioe o tha mest recent alac-
tin, wod mewlr dlatad Quna King, # lesder o the Municipal
Bowb:renakesd' T Alheiagh Hlaoe wpprinléd fok samen ge
Cabined. Bfidaslern ricwie gee oningrifiey, ey -Acm Stashewe pregs
e of the Fewoett, Sorety, & Fritsh fanlnlat organleation, aoggoen.
sl the lack of attantine pivas vacl Spws wae sticthy pokitienl
“Crettingr ronre wonew PR wad a wote winner; petting mere bl
WP wiss ok, It's the ret bz hurdle of the Labour party™

Jormy  hmeas, &8 45earnld nealy electadl MEP  fom
Biritlsh peditirs, "Remirism & & real chalbangs bo 2 lack of passion bers.
Cavtrinly there oill ba e ection oo tings of epedfic coneern to
v eather than lorgwinded debuten from men, Women have &
Ty homed and deal with day-to-day Gving” Jonee alsy believesa that
eveniually warmnen will challenge the moderate palices of the Blair
Jenderohip team. “We will heve to pressure the party from within to
mxrva Forwawd on poventy and chikl cate. Thes will be & kot of mess—
mant foen beliow in the nevt. Bve yeam.”

Presmare wall also come Do 3 nodss-bemign quarter, the
Faropean [fnion, Choe of Blaks firsd dured & prime mindser was hic
agreornenl to mgn tho European Soca] Chapler, whaeh goarantpes

4% - oo Lhe isnoce



mardmal proteciims for workers, induding a minimaem wage. Major
hasd mefased to accept the Socal Chapter, apcommodating the anti-
E'um‘p-u,: Bt 10 ks e gy

As Blair meneess Britaan choser W Europe and a single currency,
T vl B prriessiuare Lo furlhesr divwmisize the welfare state to mees the
sirict poonnenie requirements of the Masstricht Treaty, which calls for
loower budpet deficits and reduced state spending, The international
fisarcial eqtablishment wants fiscal restraint from domestic grvern-
enerits, while a revived Labour rank and file and & group of actist
wisien will sconer or later demand action on the economic and social
contlicts tearing at the fabric of British society.

Both radicals snd feminists in the Labour party were thnlled by
the Socipkists' victory in Fronce on Jone 1 The Prench electorate
repodiobed conservative Jocgques Chiracs sftempd & impose on
Franee whit Margaret Thadcher had carmied mat m Batan Chare
had mzsrend the publics meve towand privetizabion, hagh levels of
unemphivment and a mooetarsd fiscal policy. Clare Short believes
that Lahour's campaign may have been shaped by a similar miguan-
deratanding “Clinton won bt did not stand bebdly on e af jus-
tiee anid melusion. The Blair leadership followed Clinton, but. the peo-
ple of Britain mived peofiumdly amd histomeally m a moch bigser
way than the positioning of the party [in preparation] for what they
thought would be a much doser camipaign. 1 beleve that an May 1,
the British peopde thoroughly repudiated the polities of nequality”

are than T3 years sge, the

Mincteenth Amendment gave
Amencan women the right o wie,
Three quarters of a century later,
wimen remain=—hy far—the most
underreprssented “minonty” groop in
the: Urnited States. Women are actually
the: majoriky, comprising more than 50 percent of the population, yet
they make up only 12 perent of the 118, House of Representatvees
ard 4 percent of the 115, Benate, In atate lu-g:i.-:]nl.um'g., WOTTHTL AVeT-
age one ouk of every five legislators, with some states as kow s 4 per-
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USA
AIN'T I A VOTER?
Wilma Rule and Stephen Hill

POWEH

In Britain, the prime minster & chosen by members of
Parliament, not the woters, Indeed, the anly placs that Blair's name
appesared oo an elestion-day ballot was in his own parfismentary
eomstitnency in Morthern England. This process places a preater
emphasis on party discipline tham in the United States, Parties here
ooy esiat to hobd @ convention and ranse money. Unfettensd by
w legislative branch, or by regional, ethnic or deep sdeclogical splits,
Blairs agenda will have oo trouble moving through Parliament.
Whiers vans take perwer in Britain, there is no need to compromiss with
the “loyal opposition™

But Brtain, ke most of the demoeratic capitalist Yest, & in the
madst af o palitieal interregmum, haunted by the ghost of Marraret
Thatcher yet striommang for an allemative econoenie and social model
Tt renains to be seen whether Mew Labour can clean up the wreeck-
ape wisilid upon Brtzsh society by almost two decades of Ty rule.
The sz of Labmer's vickory will also embolden the more visionary
thinkers within the party, Al some point, Labours rank-and-file
mesmibers of Parlmment wall get restless, oo longer corestriumed by the
mmediacy of » political campaign. When they do, it 15 certain that
the: new women of power will be among the wices trying to steer
Labsrur i a more progressive direction

Faelly Coenefisle 15 0 woriter fiving in Los Angeles and was recentiy elect-
eel s r Trstee for the Los Angeles Community Collage Diatrict.

cent. Apcoeding to Ulnited Mations
reparis, the United States ranks
twenty-foarth of 54 western demosra.
cies in berms of women's representa
ticm in national legislatares,
Something i woefully wrong
The Year of the Woman has come and
gorn, and women are only marginally doser to 2 goal of political
seuality. It &= an outrige of seandaloas propartions, yet it s randy
discussed at American dinner tables, por is it reported on the night-
ly news or analyzed on editorial pages. No gavels pound to convene
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prowidmtin] comroinmons or emergency bearings of 8 Senats judi-
cieay conmibber, What, tf anythiog, can be 3gae?

The leisrs of the Problem
The 1964 Civil Rights Act prohilils pander dscriminatiog ad aex-
wAl harasamnent, ol wemen are inadequatsly repretented in our
bogriilalive bodies und weact mitention has been givas to vmder-
wbunding why Inmdcelly, even within ranis] mimerity grougs, e il
Bererwats v rEPeEsan bt Belwaan women and men are enorene.
The: 1865 Vet Righta Act—which waa pagsad to lessen bar
rivew premenkng rsod mineeities oo being elected 1o serve 59 1aw-
ervikoar Bt ecancaly Tasolved the uaderrepresentation of wamen of
calur, thaugh it huts betn sucmkalul i helping b eloct more mea of
ek, T foxct, bhree woholira—R- Dy, Cherles Hadley and Jason
Flrkssy==how demondtrated thal the uoderrvpresentation of
wiamem, Alrieun- e i wimen hanw: unly gne third the regreacn-
tution of Wark men, whi are sctually averrepresentad in the 115
Howume of Rupmumeib Bvos by 11 previcnt, o Lightt of B ghyer ¢Fthe
U2 populikion, The slory is the saroe fror Latns wonsers: In the TIE
Pivas of Teyireses taliver, Lating wiomes ave undervepnestanted by
T3 porvent, bub Lok roen Lk about 14 percent of the repressnta-
Han ooe okl eapedt, given thelr share of the populsbice, Asian
wimnen have orily U7 percent of the sepressntation of Asian mea;
white wnmen naly bovs 10 pemmoyt the repregentation of whils moa
Whike mem, of coare, win the Gresly Chvetrepresentad Award with
their 40 paroant of the populicicn bagging T8 pevert of the nepre-
pendatinn i the 115, Housa and &) pergent in the TS Benate
The gtary is gimiler in state begiskabaes. In the B atate sen-
Atoa—preatigicus laginlstive seatn that arce Epping-gtones to
Cengrene—T ating pen cutnumber Lation women 5 o 1; Abiean-
Ausatian men autsnmiber African-Amarican women 45 be 1; and
white men cuinumber whita werben by G o 1, kT & total snseage
tebio of 4.4 men bo every woman.,

What's at Stakar

Elarting rocws women to legielatunes a not marely 8 matber of far-
[, Wikler repreqentaticn and afrmative seion. Practicalty speak-
ing, the pressnm: of womoen in Jegialytures makes 2 qualtatios and
quantitative differeoes in the tyrpes of Jeginlwbinn pevposed and
peansed inko law. 10 2 shady comprng kegielation in major deawirs-

PATTERMY] OF

"ONEN

o, v Arersd Lijphart, pofiesor of political acenecs and past presi-
dent; of 1t American Falitica] Beiewe Amodation, found that com-
ally elea & ouwh higher porormtage of women—hane enacted @
Lawem theet. benefit wirnes gad children than di swch couoloe d the
United Staten, which ves winosntalonall vobing syttomd [Ses *A
Cuide for Representations” on page 19, for & ook at dfferent voting
uysteme.] Lo the Tnited States, althengh eongragawomen are out-
nurohered by Tan 9 1o 1, they bave beon macoessful in grining egis-
Lzt everlnobee] by theeir ronde colleagues, incheding preder equity in
education, chibd-gupgod, lyilabon wnd laws b pewol sxoel
hevasrnent and violeso agalnet wored T was vaire o {mygeet
i eesoured that, the offenaive Benavioe of feseer T8 Beraboes Ban
Fachwaad and Bk Adame wae nec evept wnder the good-of-boy

carpet.

Bomathing tangible and sgribeanl 1 gt slaks m the gros
woderreprescotating of wamnen, yet fow seem 4o undersiand why the
inctngty persists, Conveatinasl wisdaro holds that, regretiably this
tirtharabilinwey 3k bk By iiraetabds mellural weodern. Whils dig
crimcabicy Akl pwteinly play a Lavge vale, therr eederee -
R, €Eplain whyr tea wibing eysbema tasd ina cqunbry produce aig-
nificartly differend requits in the alection of samen Io Gerrnany,
Ttaly and Nesr Zealarsd, both propartional represectation and 115-
atyla winner-take-all vobing gystema are used mids by sidefor alecting
natimeal begidlative bodica, From 1087 to 1906, the remalis in the pro-
reveaking: In theae countries, Sirte Ciroes noore weoren, Tegislators
ware elpctad by propertamal wting,

Purthermore, roombres theb wee propartmal sepeasenbstion
ardumively ekut thany o women L their Yegialanires sonpared
with cmmizies thet e winsereakeall belloeing sl wdth
cundries sach Ba Bweden [A1% of Bheir lawanakers are mammen|,
Finland [39%), Norway (3%, Deamark (35, the Metherlards
{1} amed Sraath Afirdiee (259 Teading the way Fecsarrn shows thak
the mumber-cne predictor of wmin' suscess in national Leralodive
electirne—rhen teated with ather poldeal amd seeneonoanle varl-
#blkea—ia the presemos of proportsmal-ropesets s wbing pygwma
Such comparative sudies reveal that the UT3-wyle winner-takopnhl
votieg mystem i3 8 great. chatacia to the sectinn of female candidubes,

In pdditsn, acholsrn denumentad in the 19800 that mmoes
American wmen were ¢lectad to state legialatures i theoe states
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or Senate judiciary committee consider
no choice but to find winner-take-af 5

raLrrigs.

weing mualisat digtricts lnlw louwen as ab-lavge eloctama), of B
mived wystern of mubtiseat and alngheasst distrios In e parly
19008 1t wws farther doeuwented thet Afmcan-fmeriean saremn
worre TooTe Bkely fo b elested {n movilbiseat tatects than in sogle-
seal 0oes, at were wWhite women. Although Tocallevel ressarch is
spmirus the gereraHzathe seems ta apply there as well From the
1A Lo Ehe 13800, meoek states that; swritebod 1o smgle-seat. districks
fieerrs inattinest 0pes experiencad 8 decking in wromen begislatorn rela-
tive ko the national avarage

What this adde op to is compalling evidence thet smgle-mat
winnertake-all leginlative districts prosent & mignificart electorat
bartier 4o womoan of all reces. A wornan candidate bua 1o be nolfen-
sive enagh o appeal o mos thag #0 percent of the voling public,
and then even & amall mumber of diacriminntory wrbem fdoy o
give therr single volz b & woman eun deny Banals chdadated the
margin ther need for clecbm 2 wormenbake-all dutbsaet Whath
more, thewe mingleseut disbcds hawe been the prontaey witing-righta
rriady wgesd, b coeyect, i racipl undsmapmeaantatin by deawing the
dlatd vl 30 1 Wizl LB, v lece o o imeeiiby gL A oty within thet
dztewd Mo wonder thes thal wianen of cokor e underveqrsseniad
oonpara] with theit male emmterparts; wibing-riphts remedies hens
reliod an winnee-take-all distriet olections that foroe men of color over
woener Lo othar woeds, the rules of the game are stackad agains; the
regresentatan of women of il races.

Twa Mope Forwand, Two S8epe Baock
The 1996 nited Nations Bejing Conferears on Women approved a
platform plank wging all grernments ko “neview the diffareetial
ienpoct of dechora] myetorns on the politial reprosendation of women
1 eloeted bodies wnd covuides; whore sppropriate, the adjostment ar
rsfiron of these sniterat™ Kontromg what we ke todey, 4 bloe-b-
Ing #he gtark undervepeegentatiot of wnen m the Unitad States
would heve o cheiee Bu o foud woisertydes ol single-sest. districts
dncrivninsticy againit weroen To nplement the UN, raobotion,
electinn praocechires would b nesded that allow equal oppertormity k&
i votert and sandidabas, o wall s mala mirety vobers sed
sandidater Juoweying the coumtry and the vk, i i rather obvious
{herl theye wendd B Bt chaice brut to recommsensd Tnattiaeat districts
and proparticnal voting methode for alacking Gur reprsse stakvng.
Snee her rejection ax the Cinton adminisbeation'y namiooe to
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bend the civil-rights division «f the Jutice Department, lmy profee-
v LA Guinier han weed the: sationg] spotlight bo draw attartion to
Hhe profisicd evisia of represantitien in the United Stabes, not oy fir
prople of ol bt for most Ameriasy Cuinier, sl with the
TWosbimgtowt, I0C —taoed Certer for Voting and Therorraey, proposad
g ormulatve voring plan t dect Morth Corlina's congregeiomnal de
rgisen aflar the LB Supreme Ciurt dedlared bws ougarit—simory
by didylots umeneatitutiomal  Cunmilative woting e Deesy wied e
cousfially 1o the Tnited Btates a0 2 rmady i varioos ookl vobing-
rights caues, A it hag revutted in weoen of all colors, e well o men
oF eodor: bedryg elertad It ia urrently in use in mare than X0 kcaki-
i isdbuding Perria, ircin: Alamegerda, New Maccs, and sorerl
rocnbicy in Alabars Texea and Soath Thaberta

The 15t ewtem—ths ouat widsby used proportesal yotmg sye-
Lemif—ggid Weiitiert dod ethnie ael vkl mimceition ot roprssests-
Ko it makirna], peghoral e Leeal lgislaburms Rapronssbetives ave
elavtad Erpen mltiaest dlatricts i propobbion b the runibes of wokes
s, pebiea] peury st IF M e bt Jogrialabinoh i ot -
teict s & party reasviy 80 peroent f the popelar vobe, that perty gets
Al prercanyt—Fur— the meeta, 2 peyeen] wing b scata, and s x.

The cuazagle of Soath A in insbructive, Compared with the
Ulhited States, the bnck-amd-whit: mea] danographien of Sogth
Alrica are almoat expetly roversod The challange of South Africa's
hilacks msjwity won to shars prwer with ite white minarity and ot
ethnic and caceal minoritics in & wwy that wee fir and equitshle,
Seatth Afirics ofted For the lint K of peaportional represertatim
rather th & winnertaka-all aysban Bl that in tha United Statea,
with its budgrpodge of perymandered district, In Siuth Afdca'y first
elaction, the whrto rminocity and ather mineeitis wee Heer fadr akare
f Bessits withmut o sngle gerrymarsdeved disloact, prd women wam 25
peroinst of srais, Moreover, the main parkios reached ot & vobars of
&0 raced by runring mukiraca| datsd of eomedidaten, bocwem pobt-
el purtics and erganizations have an inerntive to place wamen and
mirepeities on their alates to becden, their appeal Rather than polar-
{zing the nation along racial lines, the proportisasl daction helpad
wtify & wewr amd Erengibe democrnoy. Mo wonder peepurtivaal wiiog
evebea ara used by gt etlablished damesesnce in e world by
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lmplementation o thess alternstive woting yebars at local zate






