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With all the double dealing that goes on in Washington and
Wall Street, the last thing you need is the double-talk
that's doled out by the major media. There is one truly

independent alternative. And that's The Nation, America's oldest
and smartest weekly journal of fact and opinion.

Week after week, The Nation delivers the kind of deep-digging,
straight-talking journalism that has all but disappeared from the
American scene:

naming names without fear or favor, whether it's a top official of
the CIA, a captain of industry, or the self-serving honcho of a lead-
ing environmental group;

pointing fingers at where the real corruption is originating these
days — greedy, gift-addicted public officials...human rights-abus-
ing dictators who are "good" for the American economy...the sanc-
timonious preachers of bigotry and division;

and reaching conclusions often sharply at odds with "official
sources" and the powers they shore up.

Gore Vidal, Katha Pollitt, Christopher Hitchens, Patricia Williams,
Ralph Nader, Molly Ivins, Alexander Cockburn, Calvin Trillin,
Susan Faludi, Katrina vanden Heuvel, and E.L. Doctorow are
among the outspoken progressiye voices you'll hear regularly in The
Nation. Along with fresh, unjaiindiced views on books and the arts.

To discover how good for your psyche The Nation can be, just mail
the coupon below. It will bring you a full 6 months of The Nation
-24 issues- for just $15.95, a savings of $44 off the newsstand price.

YES, Deal me a fresh hand!
Send me 6 months of The Nation at the special
introductory rate of just $15.95 — that's just
66<t an issue (a savings of $1.84 on every issue).

Enter my subscription:
• Payment enclosed.
• Bill me.

Or charge to my:
• VISA
• Mastercard

Card number

Expiration Signature

Address

City State Zip

Mall to: The Nation, P.O. Box 37072, Boone, IA S0037

For new subscribers only. All foreign subscriptions, please add $27.50 for airmail postage,
or $9 for surface mail postage, payable in advance in U.S. currency only. The basic rate is
$52 for 47 issues.
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front lines

Rosemary L. Bray

WAYS
OF SEEING
ALL my Life, I've been an avid reader and writer. Long
before I knew I'd make my living with words, I reveled in the chance to im-
merse myself in the worlds that words can create. And like every serious
reader, I found myself drawn, again and again, to the women and men who
used language to broaden my vision, to change the way I looked at the world.
The words of Abraham Lincoln and John Brown taught me to both love and
criticize America. The words of Frederick Douglass and W.E.B. Du Bois, Anna
Julia Cooper and Sojourner Truth, inspired me with the history and bravery
that is my legacy as a woman of African descent. The stories of Alcott and
Cheever, Morrison and Hurston have eased my mind and nurtured my spirit.
And always, there's been the anticipation that comes with opening that book
I've never read, the hope that something I'll find between its covers will en-
lighten me.

Lots of things about me have changed, but not my passion for the written
word—or for new perspectives. It's that passion that inspires all of us at ON

THE ISSUES, it's the reason we seek out articles
that help you to see all manner of things differ-
ently. In this issue, we continue our reflections on
religious and spiritual matters. Theologian Rita
Nakashima Brock surveys Christianity's split
personality concerning women and sexuality—
specifically prostitution—and discusses the
church's influence on public policies toward the
sex industry. Judith Antonelli challenges propo-
nents of Goddess-based spirituality to look again
at its sexist roots and seeks to reclaim a vision of
Judaism as a theology of hope for women.

Closer to home, activist Mary Lou Greenberg
chronicles the latest threats and terrorist tactics of
the anti-choice movement in Georgia, including

information on a chilling website that focuses on abortion clinics and
providers. Cultural critic Jaclyn Geller dissects the ultimate icon of femininity:
the celebrity bride; her analysis of People magazine's wedding issue provides a
reality check for the romantic longing such brides induce in any of us. And our
editor-at-large, Phyllis Chesler, details her personal odyssey through the night-
mare of chronic fatigue syndrome.

As we continue to evolve, we invite you to take a look at the world through
the many different lenses we provide. In that spirit, it's an honor and a plea-
sure to welcome Molly Haskell to our magazine as its resident movie reviewer.
Molly's groundbreaking book, From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women
in the Movies, forever changed the way we looked at women in film. Her
newest book, Holding My Own in No Man's Land, is a collection of essays that
challenge readers to reconsider women both behind and in front of the camera.
We're delighted to showcase her keen insights on contemporary film in the
pages of ON THE ISSUES. We think you'll be pleased, too. •

I'm drawn to
the women and
men who use
language to
broaden my
vision, to

change the way
I see the world.
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