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ome people dream about changing the

planet we live on.

Others are actually doing it. They're

helping to build a better world — without

spending extra money or time — simply

by talking on the phone.

These globally connected citizens are

Working Assets Long Distance customers.

And when you switch to our service, you'll

make a difference every time you make

a long distance call.

We'll donate a percentage of your monthly

bill to nonprofit organizations like Greenpeace,

Human Rights Watch, Planned Parenthood

and the Children's Defense Fund. In 1995,

Working Assets generated more than

$2 million for groups like these.

Your bill will also give you the chance to

speak out for change. It will include updates

on political and social issues where your voice

can influence the outcome. (Just last year,

Working Assets customers contacted key

political and social leaders nearly a million

times, becoming one of the nation's most

powerful citizen groups.)

Nuclear
testing bans.

Health care

clinic access.

End banks'

discrimination

against

minorities.

Handgun

control.

Just a

few victories

Working Assets

customers

helped win.

Working Assets' base interstate rates are

just below those of AT&T? MCI® and

Sprint? And we offer plenty of built-in

discounts. In addition, we'll give you

60 FREE MINUTES of long
distance calls as soon as you sign up. You

won't be compromising on quality,

either. We use major carriers' phone

lines, and our customer service sets the standard

in friendliness and efficiency.

CALL 1-800-788-8588

If you like the idea of helping build a better

world with every long distance call you make,

join Working Assets Long Distance today.

We'll answer all of your questions and switch

you over right away.

It's your call.

Visit us a t h t t p : / / w w w . w a l d . c o m T E N Y E A R S

WORKING ASSETS*

L o n g D i s t a n c e

By joining, I authorize Working Assets Long Distance lo become my primary long distance
carrier. Working Assets will mail me a certificate good lor 60 FREE minutes of interstate
calling at the i.OOO-mile night/weekend rate and can be redeemed by enclosing it into any bill
I choose. Then, on the following bill, the 60 FREE minutes credit will appear. Offer void where
prohibited. Rate comparisons effective 9/1/96 and subject to change. AZ-I93-OIR-1
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front lines

Rosemary L. Bray

SAFE SPACE
"I laugh and I joke, but I don't play."

I grew up hearing those words, a kind of mantra among the women of my
neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago, my mother among them. The
phrase seemed to me a testament, both to the good humor of these women and
their essential gravity. These were women with a real sense of themselves: who
they were and what they believed. They shared, among other things, a won-
derful sense of fun, yet they were neither frivolous nor self-absorbed. Long be-
fore Alice Walker coined the term, they were the first womanists I ever knew.

As I grew to womanhood among them—sometimes admiring them, some-
times questioning what I saw and heard—I learned to have faith in the judg-
ment of women, in church or in community, on the street or at home. All too
often, I learned that lesson in a silence, that space where a woman's voice
should have been heard, but wasn't. I learned how vital it was for women to
occupy their own territory physically, politically, and intellectually.

Not all places are as hospitable to the opinions of women as Berkeley Av-
enue. But the sense of respect I acquired there: respect for my own mind, and
for the minds of other women, is what led me to ON THE ISSUES. Our task here
is to make space for varied dreams and ideas, because we believe the work of
changing the world begins in the minds (and the hearts) of progressive people.
There is a deep need among us for a lively forum, a safe space enlivened by in-
tellect and passion and heart. As we struggle to remake the world, we in this
movement have a lot of issues to work out among ourselves; some of it won't
be pretty. But it is work that must be done—and it can't be done in places
where women are an afterthought, a token voice, or a curt nod to demographic

reality. No: We're better, brighter,
more contentious, more serious
than that.

As a result, you won't always
like what every writer is thinking
and saying in ON THE ISSUES. But
if their thinking fires your think-
ing, changes your course, or in-
spires your actions, we've done
our job. As we fine-tune the mag-
azine, we're planning more fun,
more humor, more inspiration.
But we'll never forget that broad-
ening the minds and the vision
of progressive women is very se-
rious business. Join us on the
journey; don't hesitate to point
out some new paths; let us know
how we're doing. What you
think really does matter. •
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