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Join NOW and become a member of the nation's largest grassroots feminist organization! NOW-NYC, the founding chapter
of NOW, is the largest NOW chapter in the country. By becoming a member, you will make feminist history as you participate
in direct action and work for the full political, economic, and social equality of women.

NOW-NYC's committees work on issues affecting your life: reproductive rights, sexual harassment, workplace equity, and les-
bian rights. NOW's electronic Activist Network will alert you to key votes on the city, state and federal level. And NOW's
Service Fund offers help to women in need through its Helpline referral service and provides a safe place for rape and incest sur-
vivors to heal through supportive workshops led by a trained therapist.

YOU can make a difference

• These are just a few of NOW-NYC's recent actions: • NOW-NYC's Reproductive Rights Committee called upon the
Mayor, the Police Commissioner, and a local police precinct captain to enforce the city's Clinic Access Law at an area clinic. •
NOW-NYC led a coalition of feminist groups in protest of Time magazine's cover story declaring that feminism was dead. Not
only did Time agree to broader coverage of feminist issues, but the editors also decided to print an editorial by a feminist leader
responding to the false obituary. • NOW-NYC picketed MTV until they agreed to stop airing a homophobic and misogy-
nist music-video that depicted women being battered. • And many, many more! •

NOW-NYC The Founding Chapter

We invite NYC area OTI readers to join us at a special discounted rate of $35 ($10 off regular rate)!

• Yes, I would like to join NOW-NYC!

G I would like to make an additional contribution of $ to support NOW's work.

O Enclosed is a check. O Charge my credit card: O Visa D Mastercard

Credit card number Expiration date Signature

Print Name

Address N A T I O N A L
ORGANIZATION

City/State/Zip FOR WOMEN~

Day Telephone Evening Telephone

d I would like to join the NOW-NYC Electronic Activist Network. E-Mail: Fax:

Mail to : NOW-NYC, 150 West 28th Street, Room 304, New York, NY 10011 or call: (212) 260-4422.
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CONTEST

Beyond the
MILLENNIUM
$1,000 in Prizes plus publication
in ON THE ISSUES

D
o you consider yourself
k visionary or forward-
I thinking? Feel that you
f have something to say
you want to share with

others? Have you harbored a dream of
being published? Now here's your
chance to do all those things, plus win
a cash prize, by entering OTTs essay
contest: "Beyond the Millennium."

Visionaries, with their ability to dis-
till a hope or a faith, have always pro-
vided great leadership. A visionary can
effect change, tweak a notion in her
own mind until it becomes an impera-
tive, inspiring a groundswell of enthusi-
astic support. All it takes is imagination,
intuition, and boldness—the elemental
qualities that characterize futurists, cos-
mologists, and progressive thinkers
alike.

Envisioning the future was once a
courageous undertaking for women.
While male prophets, among them
Moses and Mohammed, were lionized
for their prescience, more often than not
when women shared their gift of fore-
sight they were accused of practicing
the so-called diabolical arts. As
Cassandra well knew, a woman's gift of
prophecy could make people uncom-
fortable. Thousands of women visionar-
ies gave their lives for their spiritual,

religious, and moral insights; others
were dismissed as charlatans.

Yet history has proven repeatedly that
visions, aspirations, and dreams shape the
course of our lives. Hope is a spring-
board for some visionaries, apprehension
prompts others. Some prognosticators
wave flags to warn of an impending
Apocalypse, others see a future of
Harmony on Earth. What is your vision
for the next millennium? How would
you design the future? What achieve-
ments of the twentieth century can we
build on? Can we hope to put behind us
virulent diseases, annihilating civil wars,
environmental corruption, and brazen
violations of women s human rights? Are
we headed for a period of successful
convalescence? Is this new millennium a
threshold we should cross with opti-
mism or with despair?

Tell us, in 1,000 words or less, what
your concept of the next millennium
encompasses and we'll print the two
winning essays in an upcoming On The
Issues. Your visions can be grounded in
reality, or pure fantasy; they can reflect
political opinion, dreams, or even fears.
Winning entries will convey originality
of thought and be effectively written.
Celebrated authors Marge Piercy and
Vivian Gornick, along with the editors
of OTI, will judge your entries.

CONTEST RULES
1 . To enter, send your essay of no more than
1,000 words to On The Issues, 29-28 41st
Avenue, 12th floor, Long Island City, NY
11101. Or submit it via e-mail to onis-
sues@echonyc.com. One entry per person.

2. Entries MUST be typed and double-spaced
or sent by e-mail. Handwritten submissions
will be automatically disqualified.
3. Each submission must contain a full
name, address, and daytime phone number,
even if transmitted via e-mail.
4. Essays must be received by June 1,

1999. OTI is not responsible for lost, dam-
aged, or postage-due entries. Manuscripts
cannot be returned.
5. The award-winning submissions become
the property of On The Issues, which retains
the right to print the winning entries, subject
to the magazine's editorial process.

6. All federal, state, and local regulations
apply. Taxes are the winners' responsibility.
7. The judges' decision is final. First prize is
$750 plus publication in the magazine; the
second place winner will receive $250 plus
publication.
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FEEDBACK

Emma Thompson Inspires and
Provokes
Fabulous magazine. I am sending a
check to subscribe. I picked up a
copy in Sylva, North Carolina, after
seeing Emma Thompson's picture on
the cover [FaU 1998]. I had heard she
was making a movie about Victor
Jara, and I was wondering how I
might find out more about that.

Thank you so much for the great
magazine you put out. I'll look for-
ward to future issues.

Chuck Brodsy - Asheville, NC

Emma Thompson ["The World's Her
Stage," Fall 1998] says she "likes
human beings who have suffered.
They're kinder." If only that were
true, there'd be a lot of kind people in
the world! But it isn't true: All victims
do not become perpetrators, but all
perpetrators were once victims.
(Adolf Hitler was a severely battered
child; most, if not all, sexual abusers
were themselves sexually abused as
children.) Suffering does not inher-
ently make people good; it's all in
how you deal with it. Victims who
consciously deal with their victimiza-
tion and don't internalize it will prob-
ably end up empathizing with other
victims; but victims who internalize,
repress, and deny their experience are
very likely to repeat with others the
same cruelty they were subject to.

Judith Antonelli - Brookline, MA

Truth in Movies Needed
Regarding Margaret Morganroth
Gullette's article proposing that femi-
nists boycott movies showing vio-
lence against women ["Reel Danger,"
Fall 1998]—I understand and support
her outrage at the misogyny in our
culture. I too have walked out of
movies too violent or too sexist to
endure. But I think we need to be
wary of focusing only on details. The
context does make a difference.

It's sad but true that assault, rape,
and murder are real-life experiences;
they're not just movie themes.
Women who have experienced
domestic violence or child abuse
have a right to have their stories told.
They should not be asked to remain
silent, as if it didn't happen or they
were ashamed it happened to them.
Being a witness is an important part
of feminism, and the arts have a role
to play in that process.

My own theory is that men gen-
erally like movies in which the main
character is either the detective or
the perpetrator. They denigrate
movies that show the victim's per-
spective because they don't want to
(or can't) imagine themselves in that
position.

But let us tell the truth. As Primo
Levi, a survivor of the Holocaust,
said, "Silence is complicity." The
answer is not to demand violence-
free movies but to support feminist
directors and playwrights who tell
the truth about women's lives even
when it's ugly.

Jesse Winter - Seattle, WA

OTI Pumps Up the Brain Cells
I just received my sample issue, and I
must say that I am delighted with the
magazine. After a few years of being
"out of it" and just dealing with my
life at hand, I was in a void and des-
perately needed something to get me
back into feminism and to get my
mind and enthusiasm working again.

Thanks for bringing us your mag-
azine!
Tina Yeamans — Salt Lake City, UT

Sad about Millett, but Also
Disappointed
I thought other readers would share
my feelings about Kate Millett's essay
["Out of the Loop and Out of
Print," Summer 1998], but apparent-
ly not. As a 20-year veteran of acad-

emia, I'm appalled at the exploitation
of temporary and part-time faculty,
many of whom deserve, and would
be able to contribute much more in,
secure, full-time teaching positions. I
also know that many women's stud-
ies program, including my own, are
trying to correct the situation by
pressuring administrators to convert
part-timers to full-time and by creat-
ing their own endowed professor-
ships. Any women's studies program
would be thrilled to receive an appli-
cation from someone as well known
and valued as Kate Millett.

I do not have the slightest idea
why she's been unable to find the
place she wants in academia. Still,
each of us makes choices, and expe-
riences successes and failures that
lead to further choices, and time
passes. I'm sad that Millett's brilliance
is no longer being rewarded as it
should be, and that she's unhappy
with her present situation, but I'm
terribly disappointed that she's so
bitter and resentful.

Kathleen Preston Knight -
Teasdale, UT

New Empathy for Afghan
Women
Responding to a trial offer of On The
Issues, I received the Summer 1998
issue. If it had contained no other
article but Jan Goodwin's report
"Buried Alive: Afghan Women under
the Taliban," I would still subscribe,
and after I told a friend about it, she,
too, will subscribe.

Never before have I been so
affected by the plight of women out-
side my own nation. I cannot forget
them. I imagine myself, as I go
through my daily routines, wearing a
burqa veil. I feel in a new and pow-
erful way the contrast between my
freedom as an American woman,
which sometimes I take for granted,
and the oppression of my gender in
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