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I

t was the pots and pans that finally activated me. I had followed the case for days
in the media with a somewhat distant
intellectual curiosity, but then I read that a
psychiatrist had testified that Mary Beth
Whitehead was an unfit mother because she
gave her child stuffed pandas to play with
instead of pots and pans. Stuffed pandas?
How extraordinary that our psychiatric system regarded the image of an animal so
loved and rare as a panda as subverting the
normal growth and development of a 20th
century female child. The implied sexism of
giving a little one-year-old the tools of the
kitchen was certainly not lost on me either.
Another psychiatrist then testified that Mary
Beth was a bad mother because she was
"overmeshed" with her kids and still another
testified that Mary Beth was "narcissistic"
because she dyed her hair, that in fact her
hair was all white, creating a true "whitehead". Having turned grey at the age of 24,1
could definitely empathize with the desire to
change hair color to meet the societal
demands of what it means to be attractive.
What message was this bastion of
the psychiatric establishment trying to
relay? That women who love their children
too much are immoral and evil—that stuffed
animals are subversive, that normal American consumer vanity is somehow
pathological?
The next day I was in Hackensack,
New Jersey trying to find out. Standing outside the courtroom in the cold harsh daylight, 1 found myself speaking to women who
were also drawn there by their sense of outrage and urgency. "How could any one of us
withstand the scrutiny that Mary Beth had
to go through?" asked one. "My God, if they
were to have put me on the stand I would
have lost my child 10 times over." said
another. Indeed how could any of us withstand the kind of character scrutiny and psychiatric attack that Whitehead, this child of
the working class, this unexpected heroine,
had t o publicly endure day after day.
I literally almost ran jnto Mary Beth
Whitehead. I was coming around the corridor
in the courthouse—hurried and distracted;
she was walking, head down, with her lawyer, Cassidy. toward the press room. Most of
all I was struck by her collectedness, her
almost natural sense of historical importance. I got the impression that she was
consistently aware of being the center of
attention. Always alert to being on stage,
held up and driven forward by a sense of her
own particular destiny, everyone around her
naturally evolving into supporting players in
her own peculiar drama.

In the rage and storm of controversy
surrounding this case, most feminists have
found themselves in the position of publicly

"understanding" both sides of the issue.
Both sides—both women—Whitehead and
Stern.
Elizabeth Stern, the ultimate 1980's
feminist.
Possessed of two graduate degrees,
M.D. and Ph.D., Stern is the quintessential
feminist paragon. Married to a "supportive
professional husband" who did not by all
reports force her into childbearing, she is
successful in her field—so much so that she
even diagnoses herself and decides that she
has multiple sclerosis and is unwilling to take
the risk of biological childbearing. Therefore,
she enters into a commercial arrangement
with Whitehead, or more specifically with
Whitehead's womb.
Whitehead, high school graduate, ex
barroom dancer, mother of three, wife to a
Vietnam Vet with drinking problems. A
woman who takes pride in her role as
mother.
Whitehead and Stern—the symbolic
imagery overwhelms me. They are two sides
of the same coin, the Janus head. Whitehead
and Stern, mirror images of woman—mirror

child, her seeming lack of deference for the
system make her somewhat of an uncomfortable spectacle for many feminists and an
unacceptable role model for anyone's definition of a good mother. Any wonder that public sentiment rides with Elizabeth Stern, the
woman whose love is limited by the desire
for genetic perfection, whose motherhood is
not dependent upon sexual intercourse—
whose body is somehow removed from the
act that so traditionally defines woman?
Baby M—the perfect product, the
perfect child, race congruent, color congruent. She had to be. Whitehead by contract
was to have an amniocentisis in the fourth
month of pregnancy, and if the test proved
positive for fetal abnormalities, if the product wasn't perfect, the contract with Stern
was to be null and void—Whitehead's
remaining options included abortion or
assuming sole responsibility for the child.
Baby M—"Sara" to Mary Beth—"Melissa" to
Elizabeth. Both Whitehead and Stern used
the name Elizabeth for the middle name,
Elizabeth, which in the original means "child
of God".

images of each other. Whitehead is passion,
where Stern is mind. Whitehead is blood,
tissue, guts, need, sex..Stern is intellect, control and alienation. Whitehead is mother,
Stern is career. Whitehead is bad girl, Stern is
good girl. Whitehead is whore. Stern is
virgin—indeed Stern is immaculate conception! The Janus head—both dark, with bangs
and similar long gaunt stark faces. Madonna/
whore, Elizabeth I and Mary Queen of Scots.
Locked in history and in life in the eternal
struggle of mind and the body. The intellect
and the sexual—Athena and Venus.
Whitehead's passion, her lack of
social controls, her use of any manipulative
tool to fight her battles, the infamous tapes
on which she threatens to kill herself and her

Stern and Whitehead and Baby M.
Mothers and child. All children of God. All
children of mothers. Mothers who are good
and bad by someone's definition. This surrogacy case brought into the harsh daylight
intense discussion and debate on the multiple theories of mothers and mothering. Leaning heavily on traditional stereotypic definitions of the "good mother" all differences of
class, personality and style were psychologized aYid manipulated into medical models
so that there was no room for rational effective disagreement—there was in fact no
room for dissent! How complicated these
competing definitions of mother had
become.
So much of the continuing conflict
continued on page 22
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PHYLLIS CHESLER On: Women, Mothers and Motherhood
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OTI: In general, why do you think
people have children? Why did you have a
child?
PC: I never thought about having a
child. Prior to being pregnant I realized it was
going to happen, and being me, I had various
fantasies—"Well, surely I'll give birth to an
Amazon warrior—a girl, of course, who will
do the next stage of what I can't." Then I
realized, no. if I give birth to a girl, she's
going to wear pink and marry at five. So. I
got very quiet and I lit a candle to the goddess and said "All right lady. I'll do it if this is
what you want, but help me." But nature
always laughs at us. I had a son. And then I
was so grateful for him because I thought a
son might be easier. A son is not darkly
twisted up with me and my mother and all
that torment and torture. He is different
from me.
I think I had a child . . . let me give a
deeper answer... for all the family life that I
never had—for the child in me that was
starved. I was wrong, but that's the lure
(especially for women), because our needs for
love and nourishment and for family life are
so unmet. We are primed for it, we are sensitive to it and we want it. We are driven to
marry and recreate a primal family with a
child to discover that we are still responsible
for making the whole thing work.
There's a wonderful anthology by
feminist philosophers on motherhood and the
range of opinion is that women must evacuate the maternal territory at once—that we
should not reproduce for 100 years during
which time we can really pay attention to
making a revolution, while those who come
after u s . . .

OTI: Can make a system and a world
which we would want to bring children into.
PC: Yes, and the very opposite in that
same book is talking about matriarchy. If you
think about it very carefully, matriarchy is
about women who rule because they are
mothers, because they are biological mothers.
The ethics, the values and the virtues of preserving life daily in a non-violent way is all
that they have and could possibly say is right.
OTI: Do you think that there's a natural feeling of protection for creation that
might be termed "maternal instinct"?
PC: I think that, in general, women,
most women, are physically non-violent
towards their own children when they are
young. There are some women who are physically violent, but more are psychologically
and verbally violent.
When I looked at the studies, including some of my own, they showed me that
men who are under stress with small children
resort more quickly, as a group, to physical
violence, because they have not been conditioned as women have.
Men tend to act, women tend to
react. Women use words to wound, men use
fists. They turn their frustrations outward.
Women turn theirs inward. That doesn't
mean that we're in good shape.
OTI: But there are certainly a lot of
women, middle class women, also who do
abuse children physically, often very violently.
PC: Oh absolutely, but I have to say
at the lowest minimal level of what the
human race needs at its most vulnerable in
infancy and early childhood, women seem to
be able to manage differently and better than
most men.

OTI: Perhaps it's that the men have
trained us to do it better. Conditioned us,
reinforced us, and put us in the role where
that's all we can do. So that's all that
becomes possible.
PC: All of that, and I'm not even saying that we couldn't train men to do it as
well also, although I don't know. This is still
the always unanswered question. Women
tend, even more importantly, no matter how
high the price in terms of poverty, isolation,
loneliness, not to abandon young dependent
children. And men tend more often to do just
that. I'm not saying all men do that. I am
saying that men go out and try to earn the
money, but they're not there under that roof
trying to keep life aloft 24 hours a day. seven
days a week.
What I'm saying is that biological
mothers towards their own children, not
towards any other woman's children, towards
their own when they're young and small,
have managed to evolve ways of being physically non-violent so their children can survive.
And men have not evolved that, and women
who aren't mothers haven't evolved that
towards specific dependent creatures.
OTI: Or towards each other?
PC: That's another story. I don't
know whether mothers can transfer that
towards other adults or towards other
women in a public or collective setting. One
of the things I ask in Mothers On Trial is
whether these sorts of "tunnel-vision virtues"
towards one's own small child can in any real
sense become the basis for a woman's mass
movement against war or against violence of
any kind. And I don't know. Because women
have never treated other women or other
adults the way they treat their own biological
productions when they are small.
OTI: What is your definition of a
good mother? And, are you one?
PC: What we have are idealizations of
mother as goddess. We expect (including me)
the impossible things from our mothers who
are in no way equipped with the power to
give us any of those things.
OTI: So you're implying that inherently mothers must always fail? And we're
destined to hate them for failing, for never
giving us what we really want?
PC: Yes. And we are set up to blame
mothers for the smallest infraction and to
forgive fathers for the largest infraction. From
fathers we expect (as from men in general)
very little and when we get anything that's
good, we say "that's terrific". From women
we expect the world, and if mother fails,
slightly, for a half hour, we will never forgive
her, we will never forget it and we will get
even with her.
OTI: You're saying that mother is the
first and ultimate power figure that both
gives love and frustrates all desires. So, along
with a need for love and closeness there's
always ambivalence and anger because you
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INTERVIEW1
HARRIET PILPEL On: Women, Law and Social Change
ON: BECOMING A LAWYER
I'm one of those who wanted t o be a
lawyer from the time I was 12.
When I graduated from high school,
the caption under my picture in the yearbook
read "A budding Portia", so apparently I had
already made it known that I wanted to go
to law school; and at college. I took whatever
law courses they had at Vassar — which were
only two: International Law and Public Law.
Then 1 won a fellowship and took a year to
get a Masters Degree course in International
Law and International Relations. When I
spoke to my faculty advisor, who happened
to be a law professor, he said, "You know you
really have to be a domestic lawyer before
you can be an international lawyer." So I
went to law school.
I was married to a lawyer, before I
went to school. Not an ideal prescription for
one's first year of marriage because you both
work all the time, and have very little time
together. But it was stimulating and exciting
and at least we shared the same interest. I
had my first child after I had been married for
six years, three of which were spent in law
school and three spent getting some sort of a
toe-hold on a good job in a law practice. I had
my second child three and a half years later.
ON: WOMEN IN THE COURTS
Perhaps I'm peculiar, but I do not feel
that being a woman has been a disadvantage
to me as a lawyer. In fact. 1 think it's been an
advantage. I don't have a great many courtroom experiences because primarily I'm not a
courtroom lawyer; I'm a lawyer who makes
contracts for the publication of books and the
putting on of shows and so on. But I did witness an argument in one case before the United States Supreme Court in which Justice
Felix Frankfurter was so hostile to a man
who was arguing a case that he actually sat
down in tears.
Well, needless to say, I was absolutely
terrified because I figured if he's treating men
this way, I don't dare think about how he'll
treat me. what he'll do to me. But I had forgotten he came from Vienna. He treated me
with extreme politeness both times I argued
before him. Similarly, in the Appellate Division
here in New York, there was a judge who did
the same thing. He was out of patience with
every man who appeared before him. 1 was
the first woman to argue that day and he
immediately became friendly.
Maybe it was a different kind of sexism, but I don't think so. I think that, at least
then, women were such a rarity that the
judges enjoyed them. And mostly the women
who made it were very good. You had to be
very good then to become a woman lawyer.
There were about 12 women out of 269 students in my class and that was a lot. At that
time Yale and Harvard did not accept women
at all. But I do not feel that I have been discriminated against.
The only part of being a woman law-

yer appearing before the Supreme Court of
the United States that bothered me was that
we had to take our hats off. And I was a hat
person in those days, both because the types
of hats I wore were flattering and also
because it meant I didn't have to do much
with my hair. When 1 got to the Supreme
Court to argue an important birth control
case in 1962.1 was told I would have to take
my hat off. It was really very demoralizing.
In general. I think that outstanding
women have done pretty well at the law. But
I think it is true that in almost every law
office if you have a man and a woman, if
presented with a male and a female applicant
who were equally good but not great, in my
day, the man would always be selected. But,
between a middle-level man and a superior
woman, they'll take the woman. My guess is
that if faced with a choice between a superior
man and a superior woman, they would probably, at least then, take the superior man.
Actually, the way things are today, both could
be hired. Most law offices are looking for top
people and that's why they're paying these
fantastic starting salaries of $60,000 and
more a year.
ON: MATERNITY/PATERNITY LEAVE
I think there should be mandatory
parental leave.
My firm's policy (Weil, Gotshal &
Manges) is to treat men and women the
same way. New partners are admitted every
year and quite a few are women. 1 haven't
heard anyone say she was passed over because
she was a woman. We have a number of
young women who have children and who
want to work part time. Some of them work
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; some of
them work Tuesday. Wednesday and Thurs-

day. It's up to them and when they go back
full time they can get back on the partnership
track.
I was at a cocktail reception for the
Mayor of San Antonio. Henry Cisneros. and
Kate Rand Lloyd asked a very interesting
question about whether he favored parental
leave. He said yes and she responded by saying "That's fine, that takes care of the first
six months of the baby's life. What are you
doing about the remainder of the time?"
ON: THE FUNDING BATTLES
As far as funding is concerned within
the U.S.. there has been an effort both at the
State and the Federal levels to defund any
contraceptive facility that does abortions,
that refers for abortion or that counsels abortion. At the present time, to the best of my
knowledge, there are only 13 states that still
have state funding; they include California and
New York.
On the international front, a new policy was announced by Senator James Buckley
in Mexico City in 1984. Originally what it said
was that henceforth no American funds were
to be granted to foreign associations or
governments if they performed abortions,
referred for abortions, counseled about abortions, or even sought to change the law
about abortion, etc. It was originally formulated to apply to organizations within the
United States also and to foreign governments as well as to foreign health agencies.
Apparently, some body or bodies were able to
persuade the administration that the "new
policy" as applied to foreign governments and
domestic corporations was probably illegal,
unconstitutional and highly questionable in
terms of policy. Therefore, the "new policy"
provides that no American government
money may be used abroad by any private
agency or individual who uses any money —
not just U.S. money — to refer for, counsel or
do abortions. There is presently a case in a
lower court which seeks to have this policy
declared unconstitutional.
The fundamental Constitutional principle involved is that under our system of law,
a government may not condition the grant of
money or services or commodities on the
recipient's giving up a Constitutional right. In
this instance, the Constitutional right of freedom of speech and of the press are involved
as well as the right to privacy. It's a very
important case, not only from the standpoint
of abortion but also from the standpoint of
Constitutional law in general. It is vital that
we have cases which remind us that majority
rule does not always prevail in the case of the
inherent basic rights of individuals.
ON: THE SUPREME COURT
One very interesting development in
the United States Supreme Court has been
insufficiently noted. It has to do with Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor.
The Federal Government has, for
many years, had an arrangement whereby a
lontiimril tin fuittr 1?
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Growing Up Jewish and Female
In The 20th Century
by Roberta Kalechofsky

M

y early personal life—that which
cannot be annulled or denied without denying my existence—was lived
in contradiction to what most Jewish Feminists are saying 30 years later about growing
up Jewish and female.
Because my parents separated when I was
two. I lived my early years among various relatives and experienced the spectrum of Jewish
life from Orthodox to abnegation. Between
the ages of eight and 10 I lived with my
father's parents, Orthodox, East European
Jews in a semi-rural neighborhood on the
edge of Brooklyn.

As the child of divorced parents, when
divorce was rare, and rarer still among
Orthodox Jews, oppression came to me in
many forms, but not through formal Jewish
channels. My first encounter with those two
determining factors, Jewish and female, was
when my grandfather had decided that I had
become too old to sit on his lap in the shul*.
One Friday evening, as we arrived for the service, I was told that I now had to go upstairs
to the balcony. I was irritated; I was also coy. 1
knew something was afoot and I demanded
to know what. He smiled, also coy. but offered
no explanation. I didn't really need one: I now
had become a sexual creature and I knew that
the congregation of men knew it also.
My second encounter with this new
identity occurred one evening when my
grandparents asked me what I would be when
I grew up. 1 had dozens of answers. The adult
world was enormous, and everything about it
dazzled me: flight, glamour, travel, adventure.
I wanted it all. My grandparents had other
careers in mind. Solemnly, they delivered my
future in a nutshell: become educated; if I
become educated I can become anything I
want to become. There were subliminal boundaries to this "anything", which they did not
wish to explore at the time, but I was a glutton for life and seized the opportunity to get
everything I could. I would be a great leader, a
judge, a lawmaker, but first my wanderlust
* "Shul" is the Yiddish word for synagogue.

obsession for years to come had to be
satiated: I would travel around the world. I
would see everything that could be seen, then
I would settle for the "anything" I could
become. A shadow fell between us. "Not by
yourself," my grandfather said, "A woman
cannot live by herself or travel alone." The distinction between intellectual and sexual freedom was decisive, and I experienced it ruefully.
These rules were reversed when I
came to live with my mother, condemned by
my religious grandparents as "a modern
woman", which meant assimilated (to them),
irreligious and. one would have thought,
emancipated. Not so! It was a daily knockdown, drag-out fight to go to college. My
mother's worldly advice to her modem daughter was. "Shut your mouth! A woman's
mouth is for kissing, not talking." This was
the era of Hollywood sirens, lusted over and
praised as being "beautiful but dumb", three
words that have done more harm to me. and I
must assume to many woman of my time
and place, than a thousand mehitzas* could
do, for they planted the seeds of the pernicious assumption that to be intellectual is to
be unfeminine. Marilyn Monroe's words are
haunting: "Whatever you think of me. please
take me seriously." My mother had learned
that beautiful women never are. She did not
learn that from being Jewish. She learned that
from being in the world at a given time and a
given place. Social custom is a powerful force,
perhaps more powerful than religion, potentialy more powerful in a mainly secular civilization. Most Jewish women today live largely
in that secular world, professionally, educationally, and often socially, yet Jewish Feminists, a generation later, in counting up the
score of victories and defeats, laid the blame
for their position in the world, largely at the
door of Judaism, as if they lived only, or even
mainly, as Jews in the modern world.
The sources of the Jewish woman's
professional and social status are multifarious,
and her Judaism is only one of those sources.
Moreover, that status has varied enormously
from time to time, and place to place in spite
of the formal "dejure" description of Judaism
as a patriarchy. I grew up in the shadow of
Portnoy's mother, that castrating Jewish
virago, depicted by Philip Roth, and striding
the stage in such recent nostalgic plays as
Brighton Beach Memoirs and Of Thee I Sing.
But my personal experiences confirmed that
she existed. All the Jewish women I knew, my
mother and grandmothers included, were
viragos, and all the Jewish men I knew lived In
terror of them.
My generation grew up feeling fated
to marry a "wimp", and wondered how we
A "mehitza" is the curtain erected to divide the
sitting area of men and women. Many Orthodox
shuls and synagogues frequently have an entirely
separate area, such as a balcony for women.

Feminism in
Australia
by Dr. Jocelynne A. Scutt
n Australia, as in the rest of the world,
feminism did not begin in the late 1960s
and early 1970s. Rather, from the time of
Anglo-Australian settlement in 1788 some
women in Australia fought explicitly from a
feminist perspective to gain equal rights for
women, in a society that rests strongly upon
patriarchal principles. It is against these principles and the practices arising from them
that the Australian women's movement has
lobbied, argued, fought and, on some occasions, won successes.

I

The Madonna-Whore Complex
Colonial Australia was founded on the
idea that women could be categorized only as
madonnas or whores. Anne Summer's book
Damned Whores and God's Police, published in
1974, critically analysed the prevalent notion
that women coming to Australia as convicts
were invariably prostitutes. In her view,
women convicts—transported for lesser offences than men convicts (in order to keep up
the numbers of females vis-a-vis males, a continuing problem in the eyes of the Colonial
Office)—were more often victims of rape and
other sexual attack and exploitation. When
coming off the ships after the long journey
out they were paraded like cattle and selected
out as servants and prospective bedmates by
soldiers and settlers. Other historical accounts
have shown that women had access to few
trades or professions which would enable
them to become economically independent of
men. Katnna Alford in her book Production
and Reproduction recounts the way in which
women were deprived of equal access to land
grants: one woman settler wrote t o Governor
Macquarie requesting a land grant on the
same terms as men but was refused on the
basis that "regulations" prevented land grants
being made to women. Alford's research
shows that no regulations in fact existed but
were enforced because the Governor apparently believed women should not work
independently.
But the dichotomy between the
"good" and the "bad" woman continues. It is
particularly notable where women commit
offences—particularly where the crime
involves allegations of unlawful killing of a
husband, lover, or child. It also arises where
juvenile women are taken into custody for
being "incorrigible" or "in moral danger".
Two recent criminal cases illustrate
the prevailing view. In Perry's case. Emily Gertrude Perry was tried for the attempted
murder of her husband. She was alleged to
have administered poison to him with intent
to kill. Mr. Perry said he had been poisoned
because of his work (restoring pianolas and
organs) which brought him into contact with
large quantities of lead and arsenic, and protested his wife's innocence. The prosecution
ignored his version of events, and put into
evidence matters relating to the deaths of

® Roberta Kalechofsky 1987
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three other men with whom Emily Perry had
had close relationships. She was convicted, but
when the case went to the High Court of Australia four judges said some of the evidence
had wrongly been admitted. Two said that
evidence, plus more, should not have been put
into evidence. One of them. Justice Murphy,
pointed out that proof of guilt by association
with circumstances is theoretically acceptable
as a means of proving guilt in criminal trials,
but it is a highly dangerous way of going
about finding guilt.
"This is an extremely dangerous
method of determining criminal guilt.
For centuries it was regularly used in
England, other parts of Europe and
the American Colonies to convict millions of persons of the impossible
crime of witchcraft."
Similar concerns were expressed by
Justice Murphy about the use of evidence in
the Chamberlain case in 1984. Alice Lynne
Chamberlain was convicted in the Northern
Territory Supreme Court of murdering her
nine-week-old baby by cutting her throat at
Ayers rock on 17 August 1980. She was sentenced to life imprisonment. Murphy pointed
out the absurdity of the Crown case:
"The Crown charged a murder committed in a most gruesome manner,
within an extremely limited time and
in difficult circumstances where the
chances of discovery were high. During
a period of between five and 10 minutes Mrs. Chamberlain is alleged to
have gone with Azaria (the baby) and
her son Aiden from the barbecue area
to their tent some 20-30 metres
away; donned tracksuit pants over her
dress: taken Azaria from the tent to
the family car which was parked
alongside; slit Azaria's throat with a
sharp instrument (possibly scissors)
while sitting in the front passenger
seat of the car; returned to the tent
with blood on her hands and the
tracksuit pants; removed the tracksuit
pants and washed her hands in an icecream container; and returned, quite
composed, to the barbecue area with
Aiden.
"In view of the Crown's claim that a
great deal of blood was shed in the car
during the killing, Mrs. Chamberlain
must also have managed to clean up
at least the obvious signs of blood in
the car during this period. The registered nurse who travelled in the car
later in the evening did not notice any
blood. Mrs. Chamberlain also found
time during these few minutes to put
Aiden to bed in his sleeping bag, hear
him complain he was still hungry and
to collect a can of baked beans from
the c a r . . . "
It is not insignificant that both the
Chamberlain case and Perry's case involved
women defendants in trials alleging unlawful
killing and attempted murder in circumstances seen in folk-lore as particularly "female".
Tales of women as secretive poisoners using
i unturned on baa
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Feminist
Witchcraft
In Today's World
by Ann Forfreedom

I

n 1979, in the backyard of a private home
outside Sacramento, California, a timeless
circle of women, a "neo-Pagan" study
group engaged in practicing Witchcraft—
especially Dianic Feminist Witchcraftwelcomed the Great Goddess, the Goddess of
Life, Death and Rebirth into our circle, into
ourselves.
What is modern Witchcraft; and why
is a specifically feminist Witchcraft needed?
Many people who consider themselves to be "Witches" or "Pagans" today feel
they are reviving a millenia-old spirituality or
religion. Some harken back to cultures that
worshipped goddesses as well as gods, and
were led by priestesses and wise elder
women. Others see their origins in Paleolithic
ceremonial magical groups. Some of them
identify with "New Age" thinking. Many do
not use that label. Many believe that all
Witches are Pagan (in worldview), but not all
Pagans are Witches. (For more details, see
Drawing Down the Moon, by Margot Adler,
revised edition)
Witchcraft as a religion focuses on
working with Nature, on psychic development
and attunement with the natural harmonies
of the universe, and on direct personal relationships with Deity (Goddesses, or Goddess
and God). The religion emphasizes balance,
learning, and responsibility. This pre-Christian,
Goddess-oriented religion encourages female
leadership, and many of its practitioners are
feminist or sympathetic to feminism.

The religion of Witchcraft is often
called by its older Anglo-Saxon names: Wicce
(fern. sing, and plural) or Wicca (Masc. sing,
and plural), or Wica (masc). The terms today
are pronounced Wick-eh or Wick-ah. The old
English neutral plural for "Witches" is Wiccan.
although some Witches today say "Wiccans."
Although the masculine term Wicca, is most
often used (which I consider symptomatic of
the internal sexism of modern Witchcraft) the
Anglo-Saxon Old English term for the religion
(and the term I use) was/is Wiccecraeft.
Some people define Witchcraft as a
negative or "evil" philosophy or form of
behavior. Such definitions were used by the
witch-hunting Inquisitions centuries ago, and
they are being used to attack real Witches
and powerful women today.
In January, 1985, three women in
Zimbabwe were shot and killed by a group of
men who accused them of being witches.
In 1985, parents' groups in at least
20 U.S. states, under the leadership of rightwing anti-feminist leader Phyllis Schlafly,
demanded that public schools get parents'
written permission for classroom discussions
and curricula material on a variety of topics,
including witchcraft, abortion, social roles of
men and women, homosexuality, human sexuality, and Eastern mysticism. And a lawsuit
filed by one such group, Citizens Organized
for Better Schools (Mozart v. Hawkins
County School System), charged that an elementary reading series published by Holt,
Rinehart & Winston is teaching witchcraft,
situation ethics, disrespect for parental
authority, evolution, and secular humanism.
In the past two years Nathaniel Hawthorne's classic novel. The Scarlet Letter, has
been attacked for dealing with witchcraft and
religion, and Frank Baum's timeless fantasy,
The Wizard of Oz. has been attacked for presenting a positive witch (Glinda the Good).
By summer, 1985, newspaper and TV
reports on child abuse and possible murder
cases used the terms "witchcraft," "occult,"
and "Satanism" almost interchangeably. (But
Satanism is a medieval Christian heresy, and
the word "occult" means hidden or esoteric
knowledge.)
By August, 1985. Rep. Robert Walker
(R-Pennsylvania) had introduced an act to
remove tax-exempt status from religious
groups based on Witchcraft. A real witch-hunt
began to develop, and became critical with
the involvement of Senator Jesse Helms (RNorth Carolina), a powerful right-wing politician linked to ultrafundamentalist
Christianity.
On September 26, 1985, Helms
introduced Amendment 705 to the fiscal
1986 Treasury and Post Office appropriations
bill. HR 3036. By voice vote, with no dissent
or debate, the Senate passed it. Helms'
amendment specified, "No funds appropriated
under this Act shall be used to grant, maintain, or allow tax exemption to any cult,
organization, or other group that has as a
purpose, or that has any interest in, the
promoting of satanism or witchcraft." Helms
defined "witchcraft" as "the use of powers
derived from evil spirits, the use of sorcery, or
tontinucd on pa^e >-f

The Crusade of Karen Thompson: Part II

I

n Volume VII we related the love story
t h a t became a nightmare. For four
years, Karen Thompson and Sharon
Kowalski lived as more than lovers—they
considered themselves married. Then a
tragic accident left Sharon a paraplegic
and unable t o speak. Despite the fact
t h a t she has indicated t h a t she wants t o
see Karen, and t h a t doctors have testified t h a t only w i t h Karen's help has
Sharon made any progress, Karen has not
been able even t o see_ Sharon since
August, 1985.
Because this case involves a total
abrogation of patients' rights, disability
rights, gay rights—human rights—we
decided t o do the article in t w o installments. This is the conclusion: a portion
of a two-hour interview On t h e Issues
conducted w i t h Karen Thompson in
November 1986. Recent conversations
w i t h Karen indicate t h a t nothing has
since changed.
OTI: Would you say your actions in
this entire case are motivated by anger or by
love?
KT: By love, and by anger as well. It's
a two-edged sword. Anger can be channeled
into positive reaction but it also can eat you
up. My love for Sharon is what keeps me
going. The love that says a human being
should have the right to find out what her
limits are without anybody else putting limits
on her. I've had the blinders ripped off. I no
longer can live in my own little isolated world
and go to work and then live my own personal life and nobody knows me. I was very
non-issue oriented. It's been a long hard
struggle. But once you have the blinders
taken, off and you see the oppression in one
area you start to see oppression all around
you and it's almost overwhelming. Now. I not
only see what homophobia does to people
but also how prejudice can be used against
everybody. I can make the tie to racism, sexism, ageism, the handicapped. It's all connected. I'm a totally different person now and
I'll never be able to go back t o the person I
was.
OTI: What do you think are the chances of your getting the guardianship of
Sharon?
KT: It's going to be a long time
before that can happen. I didn't file for guardianship because I wanted it. I filed to make
sure that Sharon's right to the best possible
medical care was protected; that she had the
right to see the people she wants to see and
to live where she wants to live. The only way
I could gain input into the process was to file
for guardianship. On the other hand, I believe
my educational background has prepared me
to take care of someone in Sharon's condition. My Ph.D. work was in the area of psychology of sports. I have done a lot with motivation for learning and brain injured patients.

Is Racism The
Rectal
Thermometer Of A
Sick Society?
by Irene Davall and Flo Kennedy

f racism is the rectal thermometer of a
sick society, how high is America's
temperature in 1987?
Our society made extraordinary progress in ending official racism in the two
decades following World War II. but passing
laws may be easier than enforcing them.
When it comes to anti-discrimination laws,
passage and enforcement are often extreme
polarities. For example, racial segregation in
public schools was unanimously ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1954,
but near-segregated schools still operate with
minimal interference from state and federal
agencies.
The Texas system of financing public
schools currently discriminates against poorer
districts and is unconstitutional, according to
a ruling by Judge Harley Clark. The judge said
that 200 school districts at the upper end of
the property tax spectrum spent over $7,000
per pupil on the average while the 200 districts at the lowest end of the spectrum
spent less than $3,000.
In 1964. Congress passed an omnibus
civil rights bill banning discrimination in voting, jobs, and public accommodations. More
than 20 years later, job discrimination against
Black and Hispanic women and men persists
at an "alarming" rate, at every age level, at
every education level, at every skills level,
according t o a report by the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights.
A special New York State panel, established by executive order, was charged with
examining bias incidents based on race,
nationality, religion and sexual preference. Of
the 40 people testifying, many criticized
excessive force used by police officers dealing
with suspects who are members of minority
groups. Manhattan Borough President David
Dinkins testified a "mean-spirited climate"
exists as a result of cutbacks in social services
by the Reagan Administration and the feeling
that gains made in the civil rights struggle
have diminished.
New York is not the only city to complain that white police use excessive violence
against minority people. The arrest of Dwight
Gooden. Mets baseball pitcher, put the Tampa
police under a national spotlight and fanned
emotions in that city. The Gooden arrest was
nationwide news, but most stories omitted
the fact that in the four months preceding
the arrest, four Black men had been killed by
Tampa police. Mayor May Sandy Freedman
admits the city's biggest failure has been in
recruiting Black men to serve on the force
and that 25 percent of Tampa residents are

I
Sharon Kowalsky (right) with Karen Thompson in
hnjjpir} times.

I see Sharon as having come along a very
normal learning progression. I wonder how
much Sharon would be doing now if we'd
have been allowed to keep making that kind
of progress?
OTI: Have you had any support from
national organizations on the Patient's Bill of
Rights aspect of the case?
KT: Most of the disability rights
groups I've talked with from coast to coast
have agreed that Sharon's disability rights are
being flagrantly violated. The problem seems
to be that it's hard enough fighting for disability rights without getting involved in a
case that has gay rights attached to it. How
can you pick and choose whose rights you're
going to protect? This case is going to set
very bad case precedents in the area of disability rights. It's going t o affect them
whether they want it to or not. Can people in
an institution have all rights taken away at
the whim of the guardian? Can a person be
denied the right to be in the courtroom when
her future is being determined?
OTI: Sharon's father now is acting
guardian. Do you consider his main concern
the sexuality issue?
KT: Well, that's been one issue that
certainly has come out. He's denying his
daughter is a lesbian which really has nothing
at all to do with it. Again, it doesn't matter
whether Sharon and I had a relationship. If
Sharon is asking to see me now, the First
Amendment to the Constitution guarantees
us freedom of association and yet Sharon
doesn't have that. If we were equally protected under the law, as the Fourteenth
Amendment of the Constitution guarantees
every human being, and we were a man and
woman, we could be married and this
wouldn't be happening to us.
OTI: Is part of your political agenda
to pursue the struggle for same-sexed individuals to have the same legal rights as heterosexual married couples?
KT: I certainly think that in domestic
partnerships, some sort of an arrangement
between two consenting adults should be
allowed. Sharon and I did want to make a
iimlinunl nil jitter V,
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Black while 90 percent of Tampa cops are
white.
Non-white killers of white people are
four times as likely to be sentenced to death
as killers of Black people and the Supreme
Court hasjust declared that it is not necessarily racist and is perfectly constitutional. It
may be perfectly constitutional but many
people think the facts point toward racism.
Since the 1976 Supreme Court decision reinstating the death penalty in some cases. 70
people have been executed: 42 were Black,
26 were white and two were Hispanic. [Editor's Note: This was as of May, 1987.]
Vigorously exercised, freedom of the
press can go a long way toward helping to
eliminate racism. In that context, a spring
1987 court decision assumes considerable
importance. That decision found the New
York Daily News guilty of discrimination
against four Black employees. The News (circulation 1.37 million) had denied them promotions and retaliated after they complained.
While the suit has enormous symbolic importance for minority journalists who are presently employed, original hiring problems
remain stubbornly persistent and are getting
worse.
While Blacks and other minorities
may have less than their share of top jobs,
they do have more than their share of
hazardous waste dumps. About half of Americans live in areas with waste sites, but the
greatest numbers are in the non-white areas.
The largest waste landfill is located in Emelle,
Alabama, where Black people make up 80
percent of the population. The locations of
these dangerous dumps seems to hinge on
economic incentives. Residents at the sites
often agree to host such facilities in exchange
for jobs and contracts to minority-owned
firms.
Every segment of American life seems
riddled with racism, beginning at birth and
ending only at the grave.
Even little babies are victims of
racism. Ninety-two percent of babies infected
with the AIDS virus are Black or Hispanic.
Among New York City adults. 31 percent of
AIDS cases are Black and 23 percent are Hispanic. Most medical experts agree that good
living conditions, a nourishing diet and excellent medical care (including prohibitively
expensive and difficult to obtain medications)
will probably help to prolong the lives and the
quality of those lives of AIDS patients. Certainly, few Blacks and Hispanics have access
to any of these requisites. "If you're middleclass and have AIDS." says Suki Ports who
heads an AIDS Task Force, "you can expect to
live another two years. Most of our people die
after six months to a year."
To test our theory that racism has
been on the upsurge for the past decade and
that the present scapegoat mentality reflects
itself in anti-Black, anti-poor, anti-woman feelings, we talked with people working in jobs
which put them among the cognoscenti on
racism. The following quotes are from some
of those who graciously shared their views
with us.
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A Catholic, Feminist Approach To Choice
by Frances Kissling

T

o be Roman Catholic, a feminist, and
pro choice seems to some to be a contradiction—indeed an impossibility. And
yet, it is a condition shared by most Catholic
women; women who know that to concentrate exclusively on one and only one important factor in the abortion debate, the question of the status of the fetus, is contrary to
both the Catholic tradition and the feminist
tradition. This knowledge has influenced the
work of Catholics For A Free Choice in seeking a change in the current Roman Catholic
position prohibiting all abortions, artificial
contraception and elective sterilization as well
as a recent Vatican pronouncement forbid-
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ding the use of all methods of artificial insemination by husband, in vitro fertilization and
surrogacy. While Catholic bishops have made
much of the status of the fetus and we agree
that its value and potential for personhood
are important, no area of religious, ethical or
legal judgment rests exclusively on a single
factor: no area of value judgment is without
its complexity. Most involve the careful and
deliberate weighing of competing values.
None of us are strangers to competing values. We all, for example, value peace.
We also highly value our national integrity,
our freedom and our way of life, as well as
our actual life.
Often, when faced with aggression
that threatens our way of life, we choose not
to surrender, but to fight, to take life. We
also know that, in our time, it is impossible
to fight even a conventional war that does
not kill innocent people.
When we make such choices between
values—The "better dead than Red" choiceare we pro-war? Are we pro-killing? Few
Americans, even fewer Catholic bishops,
would think so.
Catholic feminists also stress the differences between our judgments on public
policy—legal options: and our religious beliefs
or personal morality.
As Catholics, we all would agree that
we think every abortion is in some respect
tragic. We may disagree on the location of
responsibility—and even the nature of the

tragedy. We may, and do, disagree on the
legal solution to the problem of abortion.
But we are, within our church and
before our creator, free to disagree on legal
options. There has been no divine revelation
on the relative merits of the Hyde amendment or the Hatch Amendment. God, in Her
wisdom, has not spoken out on either criminalization of abortion—the punitive
approach—or better family planning and
social and economic supports for women and
families—the nurturing approach.
For a religiously motivated person
seeking to develop a position on the legality
of abortion I would suggest careful analysis
and reflection on a number of social and
ecclesial values.
These include, in addition to questions about the status of the fetus, an exploration of the nature and purpose of women,
the value of their physical lives, psychological
well-being and their own vision of the creator's purpose for their lives. It includes reflections on the appropriate role of law in moral
decision making, particularly when there are
doubts about facts. In such cases are women
to be valued, trusted and affirmed as moral
agents, or are we to give our lives over to the
power of the state? Finally, how are we to
value and protect in a civil society the very
different official positions of the mainstream
faith groups in America—Catholics. Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, and Jews—in
such a way that fully permits adherents of
those faith groups to follow their consciences
without fear of being made criminals?
Catholics For A Free Choice has studied the many and varied areas of moral and
religious concern extensively. Only a few can
be examined here. First, as to the status of
the fetus and the commandment Thou shall
not kill." The hypothesis that abortion for
whatever reason and at all stages of pregnancy from conception forward violates that
commandment has recently been adopted by
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Fundamentalist Christians, and some segments of the secular Right-to-Life movement.
But no matter how often or how
loudly some religious leaders assert this, it is
not grounded in biology, philosophy or law.
The Bible itself is totally silent on abortion.
Indeed, within the Roman Catholic
Church today, it is acknowledged by the
teaching authority of the church, that the
answer to the question of when the fetus
becomes a person is unknown and has always
been unknown.
We need also to look at interpretations of the commandment "Thou shall not
kill," seemingly a very simple four words. If
we interpret it most rigidly, as some would
have us do in the case of the fetus, only the
vegetarian pacifists among us survive as
moral persons.
Indeed, we need to ask "thou shall
not kill whom or what." and under what cir-

Ellen Frankfort:
In Memorium

CHOICES PEOPLE:
Sylvia Schwartz

By Irene Davall
llen Frankfort—woman, wife, pioneering
feminist writer and teacher, has chosen
to leave us. After two decades of struggling for women's rights, battling against a
system which she saw withholding from
women dignified, adequate health care at
reasonable fees, Ellen found the burden too
heavy, the path too rough. On May 24th,
1987 she elected to fight no more. She will be
sorely missed.
In the 1960s' ferment of change and
social revolution, Ellen began writing articles
on women's vital health matters, investigating issues involving women and the health
establishment, promoting self-help programs
and trying to demystify women's bodily functions. From 1968 to 1973 her weekly
columns appeared in the Village Voice. She
was also a frequent contributor to underground feminist journals such as Urban Underground and Sojourner.
For six years after graduation from
Barnard College, Ellen taught English in New
York schools and from that experience, at age
32, came her first book The Classrooms of
Miss Ellen Frankfort: Confessions of a Private
School Teacher.
Her next book, now considered a classic in feminist literature, sought to define patriarchal control of women's bodies under the
guise of health and religion. Vaginal Politics
was published by Quadrangle Books, a subsidiary of the New York Times. Ellen recounted
with delight her standup to the Times executives who wanted to change the book's title:
"Newspapers accept hundreds of thousands of
dollars to advertise worthless and possibly
dangerous vaginal sprays for women. It must
be the word 'politics' which has you uptight.
Clearly you have no objection to the word
'vagina'." Ellen immortalized her years at the
Village Voice in The Voice: Life at the Village
Voice, an unflattering look at the weekly
newspaper where she was a columnist for several years. Another book Rosie: The Investigation of a Wrongful Death, was an expose of
the first illegal abortion death following the
cutoff of Medicaid abortion funds in 1977. In
1979 Ellen received the Columbia DuPont
Journalism Award for investigative reporting
presented to WFAA-TV, a Dallas ABC affiliate
for its televising of Rosie. Her latest book
Kathv Boudin and the Dance of Death, published in 1984, described the radical activist
who later was convicted of murder and
robbery charges.
In her final days Ellen gave thoughtful
consideration to her husband, Wesley Miller
Jr., tape recording suggestions for a memorial
service, her cremation and the spreading of
her ashes around the Statue of Liberty.
Adhering to her wishes, more than a
hundred friends gathered in the garden of St.
John's in the Village Episcopal Church in Manhattan. Her eulogy included letters written by
three feminist friends and since Ellen was first,
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Early Detection:
Breast Cancer is
Curable
reast cancer is the number one cause
of death in women ages 39 to 44.
Until this year, it was the number one
cause of cancer death in women at any age.
Lung cancer has now achieved that distinction, but breast cancer is expected to regain
its importance. Not many years ago. statisticians told us that one in 20 women in this
country would develop breast cancer. Several
years ago. the incidence was one in 15. Last
year, it was one in 11. This year, one in 10 is
expected to be affected.
Breast cancer is an insidious disease
that may be present and develop over many
years without signs or symptoms of any kind.
Every woman over 30 or 35 years who visits
a physician for any reason must be suspected
of possibly harboring a breast cancer. There is
an increasing awareness among cancer investigators that breast cancer may be a systemic
disease from its inception. There is also
increasing evidence that its initial clinical manifestation in the vast majority of cases is a
localized lesion in one breast, although there
may be evidence of microscopic, totally occult
dissemination elsewhere.
It should also be pointed out that
there is an increasing uneasiness on the part
of women, based on media exposure or personal experience, that a cancer may be present which is completely asymptomatic and
altogether non-palpaple. Most women today
seem to need at least the reassurance of a
negative examination, done, hopefully, in a
thorough manner.
The cause of breast cancer is unknown
and no method of prevention is on the
horizon; nor do we have any technique of curing the disease at all stages that it is
detected. All we have is the knowledge that
discovery of a cancer when it is localized to
the breast and has not spread to neighboring
glands or elsewhere brings with it long term
survival or practical cure. Unfortunately, most
breast cancer detected today is not localized
when first discovered. We need a better way.
The object of screening for breast
cancer is to discover those among the apparently well who are in fact suffering from
disease.
Obviously, women are at varied risk
for developing breast cancer. If we knew how
to evaluate the average woman's risk in
advance, we could concentrate our attention
on those at real risk and detect their cancers
at an optimum stage. We know some of the
factors which place some women at increased
risk; however, statistical study teaches us
that the vast majority, up to 75 percent, of
breast cancer occurs in women with none of
those factors, therefore we have to consider
all women over 30 at risk. Also, we appear to
have a particular steep rise of the disease in
women under 50. Since we do not know
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magine a woman who loves to read and
write romantic poetry, sings with the
Queensboro Chorus and her temple choir,
plays classical violin with the Doctor's Symphony in New York, graduated from one of the
major Hebrew seminaries in the metropolitan
area equipped to teach Hebrew on a high
school level—yet took pre-med in college and
has her M.A. in Chemistry and in Medical
Technology from St. John's University in
Queens. That's Sylvia Schwartz, Clinical Laboratory Supervisor at CHOICES. Sylvia also
speaks German. Spanish, French, Hebrew and
Yiddish fluently, and can decline a Latin verb
with the best of scholars. Of course, heredity
and/or environment may play more than a
small part in her multi-talented nature: her
mother taught German and math on a university level, her father was editor of the former
New York Journal-American and one brother
and one nephew are physicians.
Sylvia still lives in the house built by
her father many years ago and, although she
has always been an independent, selfsupporting woman, she maintains extremely
close ties with her three older brothers and
two nephews. "I'm not really independent,"
says Sylvia. "We're all very supportive of each
other and see each other frequently."
Before she came to CHOICES. Sylvia
was involved in hematology and chemistry
research and was in charge of the hematology
laboratory at one of New York's major medical
centers.
After a typical busy day at CHOICES,
Sylvia is not one to put her feet up on the
sofa: Mondays she practices with the chorus,
Tuesdays with the orchestra and Thursday
with the choir. In her spare time, she loves to
bake and is an accomplished "pastry chef.
Sylvia Schwartz—another of CHOICES
remarkable people.
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when any woman will develop breast cancer
and since the disease has a protracted history
—sometimes up to 10 years—women must
be examined regularly on a periodic basis. It is
probably true that some breast cancers are
more rapidly growing than others, especially
in younger women. We do not, however, have
any way of knowing which type may be present in any individual woman.
When a woman finds a previously
unnoticed lump, pain or discharge she will
usually contact her physician, who should
then proceed with a definitive investigation.
This should involve expert palpation, mammography. plus other modalities, including, if
necessary, a needle aspiration leading to a
decision of surgical intervention or watchful
waiting. However, many women procrastinate for emotional or financial reasons after
they become aware of a difference in their
breasts. Many, especially those in the low
income bracket, would be more inclined to go
to a "wellness" center, especially one connected with a hospital. A facility that offers a
complete breast examination primarily for
"assurance" that all is well may go a long
way to overcome the fear of the disease,
especially if the complete examination can be
offered at a much-reduced cost to the woman
and involve recognized expert means of
detection. Whether a mass screening center is
available or the process is done with the help
of the individual physician, the result may
well be the same: detection of more breast
cancer in an earlier, more curable stage.

A baseline inanunoi^ram is important
between the ages of ?5 anil 40.
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women

If you go to a mass screening center,
the basic procedures must include:
1. An interview covering demographic data,
such as ethnic background, education, parity,
menstrual and breast history to develop clues
to increased risk.
2. A careful clinical examination by a physician
well versed in the procedure or by a paramedical person with proper training and under the
guidance of a clinician.
3. Teaching of breast self-examination, preferably on a one-to-one basis with emphasis on
the importance of continued performance.
Because none of the methods for detection of
breast cancer is 100 percent accurate, women
need to be made aware that a cancer may
become detectable within a few months after
a presumably negative examination, the so

called "interval" cancer.
4. Mammography or soft-tissue x-ray examination of the breast. This procedure, which is
at least 70 years old, has been considerably
refined and brought to a high degree of technical excellence. Use of special dedicated
machines with molybdenum anode tube and
compression has made possible the use of
special fast films with rare earth screens
which produce mammograms of excellent
quality with markedly reduced radiation dosage. Many radiologists use their usual x-ray
equipment with a xerox process producing
images on charged selenium-coated aluminum plates ending with mammograms on
special paper. This method also produces
breast images of excellent quality, although
with radiation dosage to the breast about six
to eight times that of modern film-screen
combinations. There are strong advocates of
both methods. Both can produce vital quality,
as long as the radiologist develops the proper
expertise and dedication to the procedure. A
less than fully adequate film may lead to a
false diagnosis.
Since the breast is readily accessible
to clinical examination, why do we need
breast imaging mammography with different
modalities to ferret out pathology? Consider
the following:
The breast is naturally "lumpy" and it
is difficult to detect the small nodule of an
early cancer among the many other normal
"lumps". Mammography has had a long history of being able to make an important contribution to this problem. The mammogram
very often—not always—gives the physician
the additional information she or he needs to
know whether the lesion is malignant or
benign.
Also, even in the presence of a definite lesion on clinical examination, the
mammogram offers additional information
on the condition of the rest of the breast
under concern or the opposite breast. A
cancer which is non-palpaple may be lurking
elsewhere in either breast and that "other"
lesion may be the cancer, not the mass leading to exploration.
Perhaps the most cogent reason for
mammography in the symptomatic woman
who feels a vague mass, localized pain or nipple discharge is the varied expertise of physicians in breast palpation. A mammogram
may be life-saving in avoiding delay.
And, most importantly, a breast
cancer may not be palpaple by even the most
expert hands in the early stages. It has been
known for many years that the breast may
harbor an occult cancer, completely asymptomatic and non-palpaple, detectable only on
mammography.
Because neither palpation nor mammography is 100 percent accurate, if cancer is
suspected on palpation, a negative mammogram should never be allowed to delay exploration of a breast. Similarly, a clinician who is
faced with negative clinical findings, but with
a positive mammographic report, should
seriously consider exploration. The two modalities are complementary, not competitive.
Mammography can help in differen-

tiating the benign from the malignant lesion.
As such, it can occasionally avoid or delay
unnecessary exploration, but even more
importantly, it can expedite surgical intervention when needed.
The continually improving techniques
have resulted in a substantial increase in
cancers found on mammography, yet less
than 15 percent of women in this country
have ever had a mammogram and the type of
proper palpation needed to achieve success.
Questions had been raised about the
benefit of screening in women under 50 years
of age. Up-to-date statistics from 18 years of
follow-up indicate definitely a similar reduction in mortality of about 25 percent in
women under 50 as well as those over. Certainly all women over 40 should be given the
opportunity not only to get the reassurance
that they are well but the potential of curability if a cancer is indeed present.

.l\\mplomatt< women over *>U \huuld have a m/tmmo%]tim annually. Women 40 In V> \Uo\tU\ have one ever\
nne lo two \em\

Concern over hazard from x-radiation
in mammography has been sadly overrated
and has led to unnecessary and unreasonable
fear that the procedure itself could cause
harm. For many years, it has been known
that the breast is sensitive to x-rays. In 1976,
statements were made and reported at
length in the media that mammography,
which uses x-rays, might in itself produce
breast cancer and the hazard might be
greater than the benefit.
Scores of women of all ages throughout the country refused to have mammograms and many cancers were not detected in
the more curable stage. Numerous studies
have concluded that risk from mammography, if any, is dependent on the age of the
woman and the dose of x-rays given. There is
no evidence of significant hazard in women
over 35—the age at which periodic mass
screening is suggested. The dose from modern mammography continues to be reduced
—down to less than 0.05 rad to the midbreast—that any hazard from periodic
mammography even over many years must
be considered negligible and probably not
even measurable. Certainly the potential
benefit from mammography far exceeds any
theoretical hazard.
rontniui'tl an f>,,K< 11
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News Special from the New York
Times-,
How Massachusetts courts handle
domestic violence has come under scrutiny
because of assertions that a state court harrassed and failed to protect a battered woman
whose husband has been charged with her
murder. Complaints from other abused
women, their lawyers and advocates for battered women have raised complaints over the
treatment accorded 22-year-old Pamela Nigro
Dunn when she appeared before Judge Paul P.
Heffernan in the Sommerville District Court to
require a restraining order and police protection from her estranged husband. Paul J.
Dunn. Thejudge told Ms. Dunn, in open court
with Mr. Dunn present, that she was wasting
the court's time, that her fears were unfounded
and that she should act more like an adult.
Thejudge granted the restraining order but
refused police protection. Several months
later. Ms. Dunn's body was found in a town
dump. The pregnant woman had been abducted in a car by her estranged husband as
she was walking with her mother. The body
was severely beaten, in addition to Ms. Dunn
having been strangled and shot in the
abdomen.
According to Sara Buell of the Governor's Anti-Crime Council: "Police do not treat
domestic violence as a crime, and judges misapply or refuse to apply the law.. .While
other homicides decreased in the first half of
1985. domestic homicides increased 71
percent."
Said Paula Becker, an attorney for Ms.
Dunn. "To listen to thejudge. the case was an
annoyance and she was the problem."
And some peopie wonder why so
many battered women don't take action!
They know exactly how much protection will
be afforded them by the justice system and
how little ' justice" they will receive. Being
proven right doesn't help much when you're
dead.

WE'VE
COME
ALONG
WAY???

According to researchers at the
National Center for Health Statistics in
Hyattsville. MD. the United States leads 19 of
the most industrialized countries in the
number of Caesarian section births performed
each year. The rate is 50 percent to 200 percent more common than in most other
nations.
And with doctors anxious to produce
perfect babies, the rate will continue to rise,
and women will be urqed (and sometimes
coerced) into having unnecessary surgery while
having their maternal instincts manipulated
by being told it's for the good of the fetus.

From the New York Times
AIDS can kill in many ways—not the
least of them being violence increasingly
directed toward homosexuals. At a hearing
before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on
Criminal Justice, Julian Epstein, a spokesman
for Rep. John Conyers Jr.. Michigan Democrat
who heads the subcommittee, said: "It seems
clear from the testimony that there have been
increases in violence directed against gay men
and lesbians and the violence seems to be
connected with the AIDS problem and a general hostility directed against the gay and lesbian population." Included in the testimony
from gay watchdog organizations were 351
incidents from verbal attacks to homicides in
the first nine months of 1986 as opposed to
167 incidents for the same period in 1985.
Seventeen homicides appeared to be because
the victim was gay. Homosexual rights groups
say that gays have always been the victims of
violence, but that the attacks have become
more brutal and more frequent and assailants
have increasingly referred specifically to AIDS.
Those who have counseled the victims of the
violence say that AIDS has led to an increase
by providing people with a justification for
their existing hostility to gays and has forced
some others to confront a population that
they had ignored.
Gay rights groups say the attitude of
the Vatican toward gays as well as speeches
by religious fundamentalists have also contributed to the rationalization of aggression.
The same kind of thinking that led to
witch-burning in the p_lague_ years. Japanese
internment during World War II and ultimately to the holocaust.

Speaking of AIDS: a news item in the
New York Daily News reported that in Nevada,
prostitutes infected with the AIDS virus who
continue to solicit customers will face up to
20 years imprisonment under planned legislation supported by brothel owners and state
health officials.

At the University of Florida, a psychology professor spent six years and $267,000
to determine whether male field mice would
prefer to have sex with virgin or experienced
mice. The study was in the category of "basic
research", meaning it wasn't designed to
answer a specific medical riddle but to observe
behavior. In one test, the males were allowed
to choose between two tied-up females, which
animal rights advocate Holly Jensen promptly
branded "gang rape" The professor only
commented that "it's difficult to explain basic
science to such a person". Incidentally, most of
the male mice liked the virgins.

In northeast England, reported the
New York Times, hard economic times have
led the wives and girlfriends of unemployed
men to work as nude dancers at clubs, pubs and
private parties. Although other industries and
businesses are on the decline, an agency that
deals in strippers has rapidly expanded. According to Ann Robertson who owns the agency,
fully half of her strippers have unemployed
husbands at home minding the children while
they dance. "Nowadays, it's often the husband
who rings up to see if we'll take his wife on,"
she said. Although many of the unemployed
men could look for work in fields other than
their own, Britain's $16 billion annual welfare
budget guarantees many jobless family men
payments that are more than they would
ordinarily earn in a menial job.

According to the manufacturers, a
new device called GloveGuard "provides individuals with a new level of protection never
before seen. The glove's main thrust is 8.000
volts of nonlethal stun power along with CS
Riot Spray, all incorporated into a smartlooking polyester-blend glove." The makers
claim it is "safe, effective to stop rape,
muggers, murderers" and that it is "also
effective on animals"

Too bad no one asked what the
female mice liked. We're sure it wasn't being
raped!

Obviously with enough left over to go
to_ pubs, drink and watch their neighbors'
wives strip.

Aside from probably killing smaller
animals, it is also an effective way for muggers
and rapists to disable their victims.

Reported by Campus Voice. Winter
1986:
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And what will be the punishment for
infected Johns who continue to patronize
prostitutes?
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Featured in the New York Times:
There is a growing proliferation
throughout the country of household management agencies that will take care of everything from picking up your dry cleaning to
shopping for groceries, hiring caterers, providing house-cleaning crews—in fact, providing all
household services for those too busy to handle the chores themselves—at a hearty price.
The emerging market, says Nancy Van Wie.
founder of Sitters Unlimited, is centered on
upper-middle-income families. Some of the
other agencies have more demeaning antiwomen names such as the "Stepford Group"
based on The Stepford Wives, perfect housewives who are robots; and "Rent-a-Wife".
Most who use these services are well-off married women with full-time careers. The rest
are single men, many of whom are divorced,
middle-aged and have high incomes. Observed
Melissa Schwartz, co-creator of one of the services: "Single mothers can't afford us."
Such as the ex-wives of those men no
doubt.

A feature article in Parade by Earl
Ubell reveals that informal estimates by concerned doctors and nurses indicate that physicians withhold anesthesia in half (italics theirs)
of all major surgery performed on prematurely
born infants. According to Dr. Fritz Berry, specialist in pediatric anesthesiolgy at the Children's Medical Center at the University of Virginia. Charlottesville: "With new techniques,
we can anesthetize preemies as we do any
patient with an unstable circulatory system.
But some doctors fear that if given anesthesia,
these children will die." But studies done by
Dr. K.J.S. Anand. a researcher at Children's
Hospital in Boston, show that the opposite
may be true: killing their pain may help these
babies live. Doctors gave one group of babies a
muscle relaxant plus nitrous oxide, a mild
anesthetic. The others received fentanyl. which
puts patients to sleep. Dr. Anand found that
the latter group had fewer problems with
breathing and heart stability. His measurements of blood hormones showed clearly that,
without full anesthesia, the babies experienced
great stress and pain. Despite these findings,
many doctors continue to withhold anesthesia
because, as Dr. David Swerdlow, Children's
Hospital, Philadelphia, says: "We really have no
way of knowing just how much is really safe
and effective too. It is better to survive and
perhaps feel discomfort than die and not feel
any discomfort."
As of now, no law compels a doctor to
follow the wishes of an infant's parents. If the
doctor feels that anesthesia might impose too
great a risk, he can order the drug withheld.
Doctors seem to show as little regard
for the pain of preemies as they do for animal
suffering in labs. And it also seems the time
has come for parents to rally to enact legislation that will enable them to exert some
"Patient Power"!
On the Issues
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According to the National Committee
for Prevention of Child Abuse, reported deaths
of abused and neglected children increased 29
percent last year in 24 states. Nationally, the
group said it believed 1.300 children died in
1986 after child abuse or neglect, as against
925 in 1985. Anne H. Cohn. executive director
of the committee, said that abuse might be
on the rise partly because those referred to as
the "underclass" have seen things deteriorate.
"There is joblessness, violence in neighborhoods and young people having babies. We
need to focus on getting treatment early so it
never gets to the point that things are so bad
that parents lash out at their kids." Ms. Cohn
also said that state agencies were getting too
overburdened to cope with the problem.
"Caseloads are too high. Some families who might have been helped by treatment didn't get it. Death is one of the
outcomes."
Why should government fund vital
services benefitting children? After all, kids
can't vote—and unless agencies have sufficient
staffing to address the problems, chances are
many children won't survive to voting age.

A South African woman is pregnant
with her own grandchildren according to news
items in many newspapers. Pat Anthony. 48,
is pregnant with her daughter's offspring.
Because she was impregnated by in vitro fertilization (her daughter's ova were fertilized by
her son-in-law's sperm and then implanted in
Ms. Anthony's uterus) and doctors have found
that multiple implantations provide a better
chance for at least one ovum to survive, four
healthy eggs were implanted and three are
progressing in what appears to be a normal
pregnancy. Said her daughter, who underwent
a hysterectomy after the birth of her son: "I
was terribly depressed. Alcino (her husband)
and I had wanted four or five children. A couple of friends offered to become surrogat"
mothers, but we didn't go ahead. Then my
mother stepped in."
Rather like selecting the proper incubator. One also wonders how much mother
love is required for a 48-year-old woman to
take such a risk? Just think, we may end with
a whole new family structure. Aren't the new
technologies wonderful?

Reported in the publication Nature:
Scientists have found that toxic fog. made up
of microscopic water droplets containing
unexpected high concentrations of pesticides,
herbicides and many other chemicals, forms
over at least some parts of the United States.
The scientists say that some samples of the
chemical-laden fog. including some taken in
Beltsville, MD (just outside the heavily populated Nation's Capital!) resemble the infamous
"killer fogs" of 19th-century London and

could prove to be more of a health hazard
than the air in which the fog forms.
It's interesting to note that our present Administration is so little interested in
spending for environmental issues that they're
willing to accept potential death on their own
doorstep. Funding is always available for the
military. Rather a total death wish, isn't it?
Cancer

ill
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Because mammography has produced
concern in some quarters, other modalities
have been introduced, presumably to replace
mammography. However, a finding by various
radiologists and emphasized by the American
College of Radiology is that only mammoqraphy is capable of detecting the non-palpaple
cancer. Thermography, sonography. diaphanography, magnetic resonance or aspiration
biopsy can be useful in providing additional
information on a palpaple cancer. Since, however, one of our important activities in mass
screening is detection of breast cancer in a
non-palpaple stage, mammography is the
only valuable method of breast imaging in
mass screening.
When large numbers of asymptomatic or minimally symptomatic women are
involved, as in mass screening (especially
those in a low-income bracket) the cost of
the procedure becomes important. In general,
community mass screening involves the use
of dedicated personnel under the auspices of a
non-profit or low-profit center, using many
volunteers and medical personnel imbued
with a sense of dedication and even personal
sacrifice for the satisfaction of saving
women's lives. It should be emphasized that
low cost mass screening requires the involvement of large numbers of women, at least
10,000 per year.
It also requires the dedication of
community leaders as well as that of physicians in the area, cooperation of women's
groups and operation of the screening activities under community auspices rather than
that of a "for-profit" institution. Attempts at
cooperation ,of third party payers are also
important. The two factors indicating highest
risk—a personal history of cancer in one
breast or a positive family history involving a
premenopausal mother or sister, especially
with bilateral breast cancer, are found in a
very small percentage of women. To make
mass screening even more effective, we need
to know and be able to detect a truly highrisk woman to concentrate our efforts on
those who have the greatest need. Today,
three out of four cancers are detected in
women who have none of the usually mentioned risk factors, according to the American
Cancer Society statisticians.
Perhaps the most important factor in
making mass screening successful is the
development of women's motivation to
accept the procedure. Saving lives is in direct
proportion to the number of women
participating.
There is much talk concerning the socalled "epidemic" of breast cancer. Although
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"/ was delighted to rend Mole Hoffman's
scaiding analysis of the Mmltson Ave.
women's movement vs. the Real Women's
Movement. You have captured the crux of
the matter so well that I am requesting
your permission to reprint your editonal
in our upturning newslettei for the
Women's Information Xclwork at Bell
Communications Research in Pisi a tawny,
A'./. Thank you for your support of
feminism."
Sherry C. Rue hei
Pise ataway, N.J.

FEEDBACK
"/ write to applaud Merle Huffman's editorial in Volume 1 II. It is the best analysis I have read of the effect 'style' has on
women's lives and our perceptions of
ourselves. As a member of the clergy, I
believe that on the whole men's greatest
sin is pride and women's is the opposite:
lack of self esteem. Women as well as men
are made in the image of Cod. If by our
clothes or demeanor we convey the
impression that we are looking to men
and their approval to validate ourselves,
we are looking in the wrong place. We
thereby deny the divine that dwells
wilhm each of us. And, as you point out,
by our 'stylish' clothes we reinforce the
separation between ourselves and our less
fortunate sisters."
The Rev. Beatrice Blair
New York, N.Y.

"I would like to thank Merle Hoffman
for reviewing my book Eros and Power
(On the Issues, lot. I'll) and for taking
the tune to explain m\ argument. You)
review carefully laid out the case I was
making and I am grateful for that. There
is, however, a small mistake which needs
correction; a quote by Adrienne Rich was
attributed to me:
'. . .the most notable fact that culture imprints on women is the
sense of our limits. The most
important thing one women can do
for another is to illuminate and
expand her sense of actual
possibilities.'
I wish I had written these lines . . . but for
Ms. Rich's sake and my own, I think it's
crucial that the attribution be made. Keep
up the good work."
Huanam-Kay Trask
Honolulu, HI
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"Thank you for the artii If assessing tlie
Women's Moi'ement and its connection to
the fashion world. For over a century
now, our Moi'ement has been proceeding
by taking one step forward and two back.
Thanks to publications like yours, we
who struggle feel informed and affirmed.
I knew after reading just one article, I'd
have to subscribe."
Linda l'illegas Linzey
Baltimore, Ml)

" Thanks a lot for send ing On the Issues
to the Lesbian Archives here. The Lesbian A) chives are running well, nationally and internationally, only money for
buying information is not too big. Would
it be possible if you could/ would think
about giving a free subsi nption to this
organization? For any question that you
have for us, we would be glad if you
would write!"
Majo, for the collective
Leeuwarden, Nederland
Editor's Note: For orgunr.ation'i sue h us
this where mone\ is a teal problem, On
the Issues will be si'iit free.

"I'm not sure how the National AntiI'n'isection Society got on your mailing
list to ic'tcive lol. I'll of On the Issues,
but I'm glad ive did! We enjoyed evc-ry bit
of it and are quite impressed with the
quality of writing, as well as the appearance of the publication. Of particular
interest to us was the article by Julia Piggm, 'Into You) Hands .he They Delivered', and I'm writing to ask permission
to reprint it in our membership publication, the Bulletin. Please extend our congratulations to Ms. Piggin for a fine
article."
Penny Feltz, Director
Program and Education
Chicago, IL

' Dream Agony and Fasluon
Awake fair lady, you
hare been wronged.
Someone conspires to hurt you, today
and yesterday and, unless you act NO It'
tomorrow (even through hurting your
daughters). Someone evil, $, evil, $
crushes every step you take. Our steps are
those of Hans Christian Anderson's
met maid.
We dance, walk, drag through life on
pretty swords—liighheels
U'IIK h pun e with agony.

Look—See—Know -> Demand Change
list your own feet ±r highlieels. You
won't like what you see.
There are few shoes for women
whu h cue comfortable. Object to this.
Speak out. Olijei I."
C.A. Throckmorton
Columbus, OH
"I read the article 'Invisible Woman' by
Melody Anderson and Leora Magier. It is
obvious they would be a great 'Resource'
lor us. We would like to hear more about
tlieir program.
"If you can refer anyone who
might be interested in submitting work to
Heresies, that would also be appreciated."
Penelope Goodfnend
New York, .V. Y.

"Thank you for On the Issues. We find
the articles valuable for our research
section."
Betty Feldman
Libranan-in -Charge
Washington Irving H.S.
New York, N. Y.

"I was very impressed with the writing in
On the Issues. It's wonderful to see
animal rights included with other progressive issues. We are working to shut
down the Cornell Cat Lab in New York
City. Many people m our group are heavily involved with other progressive issues
as well."
Dana Mane Stuchell
New York, N.Y.
"I shall pass on On the Issues to other
women—in fact, I will plan to submit
them to our local Women's Center, plus
leading them to the blind. This area
needs muc h of the good information and
I haven't seen your publication at the
Women's Center. I rather think materialism has taken over many lives, just for
survival—if that is what they need for
survival, I don't understand. I feel too
many women have their heads in the sand
still—even my own daughters, of which I
have three!"
Betty B. Doner
Watertown, N.Y.
On the Issues
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"I am a f>S-year-old radical feminist who
thoroughly enjoyed I'olitme I'll. I also
enjoyed the cover and I believe of those
choices portrayed that I am one of those
seeking peace and knowledge who will
need to join up with those who are riding
in the forefront—the courage group! Bui
1 keep hanging in there. I became actively
interested in minouty issues in the earlx
60s—those of us who are women and
those of us who are Black. I happened to
come in as 'white' since I am of hishDutih origin; but women, white and
Black are still fighting patriarchy—and
I'm glad you're one of us as serious
fighters."
Willo L. Currier
Madison, 117

"In general, I find your publication outstanding. I've been involved in the
Women's Movement for the past 15 years
and am now working for a trans 'national
women's health organization. The article
on fashion was right on target. For centimes women have been directed by men.
Many of them did not feel that being
directed by other women was necessarily
an improvement. I remember winning an
office in a local women's group in the
early 70s simply because 1 was dressed in
the Movement "uniform" and my opponent was not. Her lack of feminist saiwy
(make-up, a dress rind heels) was i'ery
audibly commented upon. The dream of
the Women's Movement will not be realized until women have true choices—not
dictated by men—not dictated by their
'Sisters'.
"However, I did find one article in
your periodical to have as insensitive a
statement as I've read in the most sexist of
magazines. The article on women and
aging made a reference to so-tailed
'empty nest syndrome'. The authors refer
to depression among mothers who have
no children left at home 'a reflection of a
lack of other forms of stimulation and
fulfillment...'
This is just as much a
myth—and just as patronizing—as the
pseudo-psychologic al term 'empty nest
syndrome'. Most of my friends are
feminists—we all work outside the home,
most at reasonably fulfilling jobs. But we
are all terribly saddened by the departure
of our children. There are many reasons
for this.. .but the main reason is that we
love our children and it is normal and
healthy to miss the company of people,
who are greatly loved. Please do not trivialize our sadness with simplistic
explanations."
Sue Deutsch
Milwaukee, Wl

"Volume I'll appeared recently, at a very
sensitive time in my life, and I welcomed
it, reading it from covet to cover, often
while nin sing my three-month-old
daughter. Although I do often find myself
thinking of my roles as wife, mother and
woman in this world, I be, ome ton fused
as to what my prtouties ate. Your informative and thoughtful publication has
helped to put it all in petspe, live. 1 am
reminded that I, as a whole woman and
an individual, am the most important
person to me: and that in order to provide
both my sou and daughter with thoughts
of equality and respect, I must recognize
them in myself. As a woman who has
experienced abortion, discrimination and
low self-esteem, I find your publication
inspiring, supportive and informative.
And although I found most of your
reportings quite sad and anger producing, I also sensed hope, sisterhood, pride
and determination. And, very importantly, it was illuminated to me in more
than one article that I can 'I expect much
of a future n.s a productwe 'older' woman
if I don't prepare for it now. Women like
me need you'."
Many Martin
Monte Rio, CA

"In browsing through and enjoying Vol.
VII, I came across a wonderful piece—
apparently written by Merle
Hoffmanentitled 'Patient Power'. I believe this is
just the thing for the newsletter the People's Medical Society puts out. Will you
give us permission to reprint it in an
upcoming newsletter? I hope the answer
is 'yes'."
Karla Moiales
Communications Director
Emmaus, PA

"I am a member of the Assot lation for
Women in Psychology, a not-for-profit
organization that, among some other
feminist activities, issues a Newsletter
three times a year. We have not done it
before but, if possible, we would like to
reprint 'Abortion and the Monk's Mistress' by Irene Davall. I would like to
compliment you on your publication and
the various activities in which you are
involved."
Dons Howard
New York, iV, V.
Editors Note: Permission granted. To
rebnnt articles from On the Issues, send
the request on your organization's letterhead. We require that On the Issues be
credited and that we receive a copy of
your publication when the reprint
appears.

"Thank you for sharing the video
'Abortion—A Different Light' with Turningpoint (an organization for victims of
Domestn Abuse). River Falls is very rural
and the community is predominantly
Catholu or of other fundamentalist-based
religions. Howevei, the video was
accepted openly and induced tonvrr.iation about the issue of freedom of choice
and empowerment of women (winch is
the basis of the support group). Three
membeis shared their experiences of abortion, one of whom revealed site hasn't
told anyone but immediate family
members. Several in the group have prepubescent daughters and the discussion of
birth control surfaced which, of course,
opened the doors foi ideas in group topics regarding the jwy subject!"
Ramona K. DeSmith, B.S.W.
River Falls, Wl
Jewish & Female

Mil. lim

could escape Mrs. Portnoy's shadow. When I
arrived at college, the type was so well studied and tabulated that the socioanthropological description of the Jewish family was that of a matriarchy, and Jewish girls
were ashamed of that.
So it was with surprise that I discovered in the middle of the Women's Movement that Judaism is a patriarchy and that all
our troubles, in fact the troubles of Western
civilization, if not of the entire world, are due
to this fact. Where did the Jewish viragos go?
Had they ever existed in these proportions, or
were they also the result of polemical fictions?
How had they become transformed into Jewish females who claimed oppression at the
hands of their Jewish male relatives? My
grandfathers did not have the freedom to
choose the soup they wanted to eat, and
never made a business decision without asking
my grandmothers, who did not hesitate to
give it. My grandmother's generation ruled by
the sentiment expressed by God to Abraham,
in Genesis: "In all that Sarah saith unto thee,
hearken unto her voice." (21:12). The polemics of the Movement did not match my
experience.
One needs not only principles by which
to study the past, but the discipline to resist
anachronism, particularly with the study of
social history. Social history is easily
mishandled because of the materials it deals
with: sensibility, ethos, customs, mores, the
ephemera of daily life—not hard facts like
battles, dates, biographies. As Peter Gay. one
of the eminent practitioners of social history,
has pointed out. historians cannot do without
generalizations, but all generalizations are
dangerous. Let us therefore beware of such
summary distinctions, as "matriarchy", and
"patriarchy", as warning signals of potentially
muddied generalizations. So is the distinction
between Orthodox and non-religious, as far as
the rearing of a Jewish female in this century
is concerned. My emancipated mother was
more vulnerable to non-Jewish social values
than my Orthodox grandparents, and I learned
toutinurd on l>ng<- 2S
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Choice Books
THE FIRST YEAR OF MARRIAGE by
Miriam Arond and Samuel Pauker, M.D.
(Warner Books. New York. NY; $17.95 hardcover) is a perfect example of why you can't
tell a book by its cover. In fact, the rose-pink
jacket with the photo insert of a young couple, candles and a rose almost kept this
reviewer from opening the book at all.
Miriam Arond. a feminist writer on
psychological and family issues, and Samuel
Pauker, M.D.. a New York psychiatrist who has
published and lectured nationally on a broad
range of psychiatric topics, have produced a
well-researched and insightful look into the
problems, transitions and crises attendant
when people decide to join their lives legallyeven those who previously have lived together
for a number of years. The book is based on
in-depth surveys and interviews with people of
all ages, walks of life and cultural backgrounds
throughout the country. The research spans
not only those who are newly wed but those
who are looking back over the perspective of
many years of marriage.
A vast number of topics are included:
the marriage mystique, conflicts, power
struggles, money, families, communication,
sex, intimacy—in fact, just about every issue
that comes into play in marriage. There are
many case histories, a number of questionnaires pertinent to the respective chapters
and. in Appendix B. the original questionnaire
that was distributed. Because this is a senous,
clinical book, far removed from the usual
"advice" and "how-to" publications on the
market, it contains extensive notes, documentation and breakdowns of the research demographics. It also manages to be a "good
read"—no mean feat!
Although the easy-to-read style will
appeal to the average reader, it is obvious that
the authors intended it for use by professionals as well: psychiatrists, psychologists, social
workers—in fact, anyone who practices marriage counseling. That is reason enough to be
annoyed with the publisher on the choice of
cover. Obviously, with mass sales in mind, the
jacket is deliberately designed to appeal to
those contemplating marriage or newly married, with an emphasis on youth. Clinicians
probably would not give it a second glance. In
fact. I tried out the jacketed book on a marriage counselor who immediately said it was
the type of book she would never pick up—
until she opened it and read a few pages. Just
in skimming she remarked on what a valuable
tool this could be and that she intends to pur16

chase it. She was also perturbed that the
jacket read "What you can change... Vital and
reassuring answers to the questions you're
afraid to a s k . . . " (underscoring ours) because
it misleads—implying this book belongs in the
realm of pop psychology. That is. no doubt,
the way it will be marketed.
Considering the amount of time and
careful research Ms. Arond and Dr. Pauker put
into creating this excellent work, that is
unfortunate indeed.
—Beverly Lowy
MAKING PEACE WITH FOOD by
Susan Kano; drawings by Linda Bourke (Amity
Publishing Co., PO Box 933. Allston. MA
02134; $14.95 plus shipping; paperback) is
the best book on freeing yourself from society's idea of what your image should be since
Susie Orbach's Fat is a Feminist Issue. In fact,
I must admit, I consider Making Peace With
Food even more pertinent and interesting
than Orbach's landmark book. Although I
found the workbook pages a bit overlong.
they are so well constructed that I had new
insights into my own psychejust by reading
them. This is not your usual "how-to" book;
instead, it reveals in depth the many ways we
are conditioned to be "thin", to wear uncomfortable clothing, dangerously high heels—in
fact, to even kill ourselves trying to be our
culture's ideal.
Why do people who constantly diet
end up by regaining the lost weight? Why is
food (or lack of it) so much an obsession to
most of us? Does a woman ever feel that she
is "thin enough"? (The answer to that one is
a resounding "NO".) Kano asks you what you
consider your ideal weight. Then she asks, if
you had to make the choice of being 10
pounds over that weight or 10 pounds under,
which would you choose? Considering that
anorexics still feel "fat" when they are dying
from starvation is answer enough. Speaking as
a woman who has been size 4 or 6 most of
her life and who dresses comfortably all the
time without regard to fashion, this book
made me ponder why 1 too am obsessed with
my weight—an obsession I have seen mirrored in many staunch feminists. The book
also demonstrated why I can eat a lot of rich
foods and rarely weigh more than 112 or, and
I must admit I've done it. starve myself and
not go below 108. (Of course I never really
"starved" myself to the point where my
health was impaired as too many others have
done.) My "setpoint" apparently is around

110. and setpoints are something we all have.
Kano provides accurate scientific
information that has long been lacking in
books that center on body image and weight.
She also discusses in-depth the myths of
beauty, discrimination against fat people, sexism, racism, unattainable stereotypes, the differences between hunger of the body and
hunger of the mind and much, much more.
She also devotes a chapter to the loved ones
of those who are suffering with a dieter's
mind set and suggests the ways they can offer
support and help.
The book is leavened with delightful
and sometimes poignant cartoons and the
text is not only informative but easy to read.
Best of all. this book is truly feminist.
Whether or not you think you have an image
problem, you should read this book to discover the many hidden ways society manipulates us and sometimes destroys us.
—B.L
NOT AN EASY CHOICE by Kathleen
McDonnell (South End Press. Boston. MA; $8
paperback) is subtitled "A Feminist ReExamines Abortion" The author, who has
written extensively on women's health and
other issues, does far more than that. She has
encompassed most reproductive health and
rights issues in the United States and Canada
and has also provided a historical perspective
of the present pro- and anti-choice movements, going back to their roots in the '60s.
Ms. McDonnell honestly explores the
often conflicting emotions prior to and post
abortion; the differences between abortion by
choice and abortion by medical necessity in a
woman's post-abortion reactions: the truth of
whether or not abortion is really a "no-win
situation" for women: morality and abortion;
whether a man should have any part in a
woman's decision to abort; and many more of
the issues feminists discuss among themselves
but hesitate to bring into the open for fear
that anything that sounds remotely questioning or negative will be used against them by
anti-choicers—or other feminists.
Women in the United States will be
especially interested to note the differences
and samenesses between themselves and their
Canadian sisters, not solely in the areas of choice but in the struggle for support services for
poor women and children, paid maternal leave,
improvement in social, economic and cultural
conditions, etc. McDonnell even examines
genetic engineering and the new technologies
and their effects on women's lives. She discusses surrogate motherhood from a feminist
point of view and. considering that this book
was written in 1984. shows remarkable clairvoyance about it. She is mistaken in only one
thing which is when she writes:
"Because of the complex legalities and
the highly charged emotional atmosphere surrounding it. surrogate mothering will probably remain a minor element in the artificial reproduction
repertoire, and may well be made
redundant by some of the newer
treatments for infertility like in vitro
fertilization and embryo transfer."
On the Issues
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As we know, just the opposite has
happened. However, no one can bat .1000
constantly and McDonnell scores 90 percent of
the time.
Those who have been involved with
the pro-choice movement for a number of
years may be familiar with a lot of what
McDonnell has to say but that doesn't mean it
isn't worth re-thinking many things. Those
who have come later to the movement will
find this book invaluable.
—B.L.

NATURAL HEALING IN GYNECOL
OCY by Rina Nissim (Pandora Press, New
York,~NY: $32 hardcover; $9.95 paperback) is
an interesting addition t o the women's selfhelp movement in its description of the use of
herbs, trace elements and diet in ensuring
proper body functioning and in the treatment
of gynecological disorders. Rina Nissim, R.N.
has been active in the Women's Movement
since 1972 and a founder member in 1978 of
Dispensaire des Femmes, a women's health
center collective in Geneva. Switzerland. She is
certainly most knowledgeable about women's
gynecological health.
Whether or not you put your faith in
the use of herbs for gynecological problems,
this book is useful in helping you diagnose
your ailment(s) and also presents the treatments usually prescribed by the medical establishment. To Ms. Nissiirfs credit, she does not
go overboard recommending herbs for
illnesses that must be cured by antibiotics or
as alternatives for surgery. Sometimes she
combines conventional medical treatment
with natural remedies. Furthermore, the book
is well-documented and indexed as well as
containing useful addresses of women's health
collectives in the United States and a number
of other countries.
In spite of all its very good points, I
have a few caveats about this manual. First,
using herbs has attendant dangers, just as
using medications prescribed by the medical
establishment. Many people have allergies to a
variety of natural substances as any hay fever
sufferer will testify. When used internally,
either by mouth or in the vagina, or in the
sensitive areas of mucous membranes, painful
swelling—even anaphylactic shock resulting in
death—can occur.
The second problem is a practical one:
few people will have access to most of her
herbs, especially if one lives in an urban area. I
went into a number of large health food
establishments that carry a vast variety of
products—herbs, natural make-ups, medications, etc.—and could find only a small
number of those recommended.
Caveats aside. I heartily recommend
this book. Even if you ignore all the curative
advice (and it's hard to believe anyone would).
Ms. Nissim's counsel on preventative measures
is well worth the price of the book.

—B.L.
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MINOU by Mindv Binqham, illustrated
by Itoko Maeno (Advocacy Press. Santa Barbara, CA; $12.95 hardcover)
Anyone searching through the myriad
of children's books knows the difficulty of finding something that will interest a child textually and graphically and still contribute to the
child's societal>and emotional development. To
say that Minou does all this and more is an
understatement. The price of $12.95 is unbelievably low for this exquisite work of art—
especially when one considers that flimsy
paperbacks for children cost five dollars and
more.
The publishers informed me that
Minou is for ages four and up. Let me add that
"up" extends to adults—every adult who has
seen this book wants a copy.
Minou is a Siamese cat who leads a
pampered existence with an elderly woman in
Paris. When the woman dies, Minou is literally
kicked out on the streets to fend for herself—
something she is completely unequipped to
do. Needless to say, Minou discovers that life
is fraught with dangers, including starvation.
Desperate, she attempts to find someone to
care for her. only to be thwarted at every turn.
Fortunately, just when all hope has been
exhausted, she meets Celeste, a street cat,
who teaches Minou how to look out for herself and survive. In the end. Minou gets a job
at Notre Dame where she catches mice and
rats in exchange for food. However, when the
priests offer to have her live with them and to
care for her, and Minou is about to walk in—
she changes her mind. She decides instead to
work for the priests and earn her milk, but to
leave every evening and be on her own. She
has learned that in this world you can't
depend on anyone to care for you. You must
be independent and care for yourself!
The book also provides some sample
questions for parents and teachers t o ask
children to see if they comprehend the "message" of the book, and supplies a lovely lesson
in geography as well: Itoko Maeno's beautiful
water colors depict the various sites of Paris
as Minou passes through and they are all identified by page numbers toward the end of the
book.
Although it is our policy not to give
mail order information when a book is available in bookstores, I have searched through a
number of major chains in New York and have
been unable to find Minou. Because I am so
impressed by the importance and quality of
this book, mail order information is: Advocacy
Press. P.O. Box 236. Dept. A, Santa Barbara.
CA 93102; the $14.95 cost includes shipping
charges.
—B.L.
The Political Palate and The Second
Seasonal Political Palate by the Bloodroot
Collective (Sanguinaria Publishing, Bridgeport.
CT: respectively $8.95 and $10.95 paperback)
are both fascinating feminist reading as well
as being filled with wonderful vegetarian
dishes (although the first book is not purely
vegetarian since it contains fish and seafood
recipes). Neither book, in toto, is for strict
vegetarians since many recipes utilize dairy
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products and/or eggs, but there are enough
other possibilities included to satisfy most
cooks. Certainly the second book will delight
the hearts of those who are trying to find new
ways to prepare that ubiquitous staple of
vegetarian diets, tofu. The books go into the
ethics of vegetarianism, the politics of feminism, historical perspectives, working as collectives and other topics of interest, as well as
containing the "seasoning" of quotes from the
poems, music and writings of feminists past
and present, which are neatly interspersed as
delightful surprises throughout.
Because these books are so valuable
both in providing new and different recipes as
well as being fun to read, it is with regret that
this reviewer must express one strong criticism: far too much salt and too many sweetening agents are used (yes. honey and maple
syrup are sweetening agents), as well as too
much butter. Having spent many years devising low-salt, low-cholesterol and low-sugar
dishes for myself and my family, I am well
aware of the difficulties in preparing palatable
foods when these ingredients are eliminated. I
am also aware that when they are eliminated,
alternative flavors must be devised or the food
will be uneaten by any but the starving. However, in the interests of good health and nutrition, it is important that these alternatives be
explored. It is also important that children not
get used to the flavors of salt and oversweet.
There is enough sodium and natural sugar in
the foods we normally eat to provide us with
all we need nutritionally. As for butter, I have

found that in most cases sesame, soy, or safflower oil can be substituted with little or no
loss of flavor. Remember, we're not talking
calories; our concern is health.
Hopefully, considering the high-quality
deliciousness of their productions, the Bloodroot Collective will publish another book
incorporating these advisements. In the
meantime, it's certainly worth the readers'
(and eaters') time to enjoy the existing
volumes.
—B.L
SURPLUS POWERLESSNESS: The
Psychodynamics of Everyday Life and the
Psychology of Social Transformation by
Michael Lerner (The Institute for Labor and
Mental Heath, $9.95 paperback)
Lerner has encapsulated in his title the
theme of this provocative and highly challenging work: it is not power or absolute power
that corrupts—but powerlessness. The traditional concept of powerlessness that runs
through theories of both political and social
psychology are given a unique definition in
Lerner's lexicon.
As a practicing therapist and social
theorist, Lerner combines both disciplines to
address the issues of power, social change, and
radical movements. Describing himself as coming from a traditional Freudian psychoanalytic
background with roots in Marcuse. Lerner
differs from them in the way he views religion
and ethics as having the potential to play roles
in the radical transformation of society. He

approaches his topic from the perspective of
an ethnomethodologist: one who studies the
nature of social reality. Lerner asks why so
much of society is in love with passivity?
Lerner. himself an activist in the '60s. deals
first hand with issues of power and social
change. Realizing that individuals coming
together with a degree of power can indeed
make a difference (as in the opposition to the
Vietnam War) Lerner analyzes why this
society is engulfed in a general malaise of
powerlessness and finds the answer in what
he terms the "social unconscious." Lerner
believes that every perception we have is
"shaped by our understanding of the totality
of all things"—all meaning is derived from
relationship to something else, and nothing
stands alone—nothing is perceived directly a
priori from reality. The social unconscious refers to those shared meanings that most people assume in their every day lives.
Uncomfortable with the classical definitions of pathology, which he believes are
rooted in the traditional American belief in the
Individual as having all power and all blame for
action, Lerner in 1977 joined a group of other
mental health professionals, union leaders and
community activists to form the Institute for
Labor and Mental Health.
Lerner then formed Occupational
Stress Groups—meetings of union and nonunion workers who were encouraged to come
once a week and tell stories of stress in their
jobs. The results of these thousands of hours
of meetings and interpretations form the
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basis of this book.
Approaching Lerner as a social psychologist. I am particularly impressed with the
scope and depth of his analysis. Lerner defines
Surplus Powerlessness as individual misguided
assessments of how much one can accomplish
in any particular movement.
This set of beliefs results in having
individuals who feel ultimately and absolutely
isolated and alienated from themselves and
from others—who have only self-blame for
the failings of their lives—individuals with no
class or social consciousness—passive, fearful,
disassociated masses.
Lerner makes the point that "American society is a class dominated society" and
sees that power rests with a small power elite
at the top who have extraordinary amounts of
resources at their disposal and operate in such
a way as to insure that any radical or progressive movements are either squashed or coopted by the establishment.
Lerner's vision is of a society in which
individual members can work towards reducing self-blame, facing ourselves and each other
and coming to a central point of compassion.
In essence, it is in achieving this radical compassion that Lerner sees a way to overcome
Surplus Powerlessness: a society in which
human beings have evolved, where "Human
Essence" has been actualized. The Human
Essence is what he considers the "core personality", what Marx called "Species Being".
The human essence is the tendency to
be fully free and able to create ourselves, to
produce ourselves and our world as new historical realities, to create and externalize ourselves through art; to be fully conscious of
ourselves spiritually, physically and socially; to
fully love ourselves and those around us and
to be in full solidarity with others.
It is the ability to respond in radical
amazement and humility to the calls of spiritual reality and to create human responses to
those calls.
Lerner analyzes how society conditions
us to be competitive-differentiated and
aggressive in order to succeed, and how these
very qualities are the ones that disenable us
from reaching our human essence and from
connecting with others. This inherent conflict
between the demands of the market place for
competition and the demands of the home for
intimacy lead to massive amounts of disease
and rage which people try to bury with TV.,
and drugs, frenetic activities or sex.
In the midst of our marital and relationship failures we do not perceive casualty in
the system but always in ourselves. It is in the
personal and not in the political where we
look for our demons.
Lerner calls for a radical re-definition of
sexual relationships. He calls for a more global
understanding of how the economic system
serves as a reinforcer, conditioner, oppressor
and creator of us all. Acts of generosity, commitment and love are the expression of our
Human Essence. Lemer believes that we can
express our essence fully in everyday life, but
that with each small betrayal we move further
away from our primal urge to connect in
solidarity with our fellow human beings. He
On the Issues
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also fully understands the reality that these
denials and betrayals are consistently reinforced by our social system, so that by behaving according to the rules of society we are in
actuality moving further and further away
from being fully human.
Lerner believes that most American
families live with an extraordinary amount of
pain, and that one of the reasons for the popularity of the New Right is their ability to
address and deal with this pain.
Taking the left and the liberals to task
for not truly understanding the nature of this
message. Lerner warns that unless the liberal
and progressive movements begin to understand, respect and confront the enormous
amount of alienation and pain that Americans
feel, they will truly have lost the soul of the
country.

Lerner's work is provocative and challenging to all those involved in social change
and progressive movements. As a feminist I
was particularly struck by the intensity and
insight of his arguments concerning the
nature of the personal and the political.
According to Lerner there is no chance for any
group or even individual empowerment as
long as people feel problems rest in themselves and blame themselves for unhappiness.
frustration, failure, etc. There is no chance for
empowerment as long as we have economic
and social systems that create workplaces
which reinforce alienation, competition and
aggression.
This concept is particularly important
for feminists to grapple with. In the early days
of the Movement, there was an understanding
that beyond making changes in our personal
lives, there was a responsibility to address and
challenge the social structure. Unfortunately,
too much of that vision has been lost to a
feminism more involved with careerism and
blatant individualism than in changing the
world.
Lerner has interesting things to say
about the role of religion in society. He disagrees with much of the ideology of the left
that summarily dismisses the insights of traditional religions. He makes no excuse for the
oppressive and manipulative roles that religion
has played through the centuries—but says
that this misuse of basic principles can be
found in other ideologies such as feminism
and capitalism. He sees within religion
(although reactionary in some contexts) a
solid basis for a critique of contemporary
society because religion views reality from a
radically different perspective—one that sees
the world made up of more than a series of
things to buy and sell (including people). It
presents a view of human beings as having a
sacred obligation for stewardship (taking care)
of the planet.
Lerner's argument is cogent for feminists to understand. Much of feminist rhetoric
views religion as ultimately negative and dismisses it out of hand as a "tool of the patriar-

chal establishment". While Lerner does not
disagree that religion can in effect function in
that capacity at some times in certain political
climates, he believes that feminists and all
progressives should use the "window of
opportunity into dissent" that religion creates
to further their own progressive agendas.
As a therapist Lemer is very familiar
with the potential of therapy for freeing individuals from oppressive neurotic tendencies,
yet understands that the process of psychotherapy itself reinforces the systems that will
lead to more powerlessness. Therapists are
rarely trained in social political background
and will focus the patients away from social
issues like work. Most therapists believe and
practice the dominant assumptions of the culture. Only a process of unfolding the assumptions of the social realities of the patient can
result in a healing. Finally, Lemer sees compassion as the vehicle for radical mass societal
change.
Anyone can be a revolutionaryanyone can help participate in the destruction
of Surplus Powerlessness. One must first challenge all basic assumptions that you hear such
as "all people are evil". One must talk about
the pain in one's life and share it—engage in a
radical type of solidarity; work in groups
attempting to engage in conversations of how
we could recreate the world: do not allow for
sentences such as "It will never happen", etc.
Feminists, health care workers, peace
activists, radicals, progressives, religious—all
of us who are in one way or another trying to
create a world of compassion and peace will
find Lerner's analysis both brilliant and
demanding. It is not enough to talk about
changing the world. We must be continually
aware and actively participating in this change.
A new world order is indeed needed if this
world is to continue to exist at all.
—Merle Hoffman
FOOD FOR THE SPIRIT: VEGETARIANISM AND THE WORLD RELIGIONS by
Steve Rosen (Bala Books, New York. NY; ~
$6.95 paperback)
"To be a vegetarian is to disagree, to
disagree with the course of things today."
So begins the forward written by Isaac
Bashevis Singer in this enlightened and
enlightening treatise by Steve Rosen.
Indeed, disagreement is a profound
part of what becoming and being a vegetarian
is about. Disagreement with violence, with killing, with slaughter and with the continued
confinement and torture of animals. Disagreement with an established religious
orthodoxy that teaches compassion in the
esoteric and philosophical while supporting
and mythologizing cruelty and suffering in
reality.
Rosen surveys Christianity, Judaism,
Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism, and in each
he finds a strong scriptural basis for universal
love and mercy. All stress eating herbs and
vegetables, and some offer strong exhortations (particularly in Buddhism and Hinduism)
against meat eating. All religions speak to the
value of reverence for all God's creations and
the connection between cruelty and oppres19

sion to animals leading to. and violence
among, humans.
Unfortunately, the majority of those
practicing the world's great religions have
seriously overlooked their responsibilities
towards the world and its creatures. Indeed,
we have used the concepts of "dominion over"
or "stewardship" to mean carte blanche
approval to confine animals for slaughter, to
torture them for science, to blind them in the
rush for new cosmetics, and to hunt them
down for fashion and profit.
I personally have found it ultimately
disappointing that so many feminists, radicals,
and progressives do not uniformly maintain a
vegetarian diet in their lives. Indeed, all political agendas that preach the eradication of
oppression and inequality should expand their
vision beyond their own species, least they
risk the sin of ultimate hypocrisy.
It is particularly ironic for the feminists who are rightly and consistently railing
against a system of male oppression that
treats them like "pieces of meat" to be supporting a system of continual animal death
and oppression through real "meat" eating.
So-called animal welfare people who preach
"kindness to animals" over hamburgers should
also look deeply into a mirror.
Being a vegetarian requires action—it
requires commitment and a radical change of
behavior.. .it requires the courage to actively
dissent and possibly risk others' approbation.
It requires inconvenience, it demands discipline
and a high level of awareness. In that sense is
it beyond ideology and politics.
Christ. Buddha, Mohammed—all
speak of a higher understanding of God's love.
A love that transcends species—a love that
requires compassion and individual acts of
transcendence. In being vegetarian, we who
have chosen that path (I became a vegetarian
one year ago) receive the gift of the opportunity to make consistent acts of transcendence.
With each meal, particularly in the company of
non-vegetarians, we are able to teach by
example the concepts of non-violence and
compassion.
"The Lord is good to all. and compassionate toward all His works."—Psalm 145:9.
"Whoever is kind to the lesser creatures is
kind to himself."—Prophet Mohammed. "To
avoid causing terror to living beings, let the
disciple refrain from eating meat."—Buddha.
"Everything is related. Whatever happens now
to animals will eventually happen to man."—
Indira Gandhi. "It is my view that the vegetarian manner of living, by its purely physical
effect on the human temperament, would
most beneficially influence the lot of
mankind."—Albert Einstein.
To those in whom a concept of universal compassion and awareness of the sacred
nature of all creation is still somewhat of a
radical concept, Rosen's book will certainly be
educational. For others who are already committed to following a path of spiritual growth
and have discovered that being a vegetarian is
a major step along this road, this book offers
reinforcement and inspiration. It certainly is
food for the spirit!
—M.H.
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MOTHERS ON TRIAL: THE BATTLE
FOR CHILDREN AND CUSTODY by Phyllis
Chesler (The Seal Press, Seattle, WA; $11.95
paperback)
"This book is not about happy marriages or happy divorces. This book is about
those marriages and divorces that erupt into
custody battles; and about the state's appropriation of a mother's child," warns Phyllis
Chesler in the preface of her original study of
60 custodially challenged North American
mothers. And right she is. The study reveals
the grim reality such women face when
dragged into the courts by angry and unrelentingly vindictive husbands and the often
bizarre and destructive rulings which result
from a legal system steeped in sex bias.
Chester's study challenges practically
every assumption one might hold on the subject of child custody including the myth that
men are disadvantaged in such disputes. She
makes it clear that just being a mother has
never been a "good enough" reason for the
courts to award custody to women. Historically, children have been considered to belong
to their fathers and. contrary to popular belief,
women have only won the right to child custody in recent memory. By 1900. only nine
states and the District of Columbia offered the
right of custody to mothers and fathers
equally. Child support laws began to be instituted in the 1920's but then unevenly, on a
state by state basis.
The legal term "maternal presumption" has never been interpreted under U.S. or
British law as maternal right. Thus Chesler
notes that women should be alerted to the
fact that current rulings are often based on
the lengthy record of legal precedents which
uphold paternal rights and deem maternal
presumption as secondary to the "child's best
interests". These "interests", as one might
suspect, are quite often decided on economic
factors favoring paternal wealth. A recent
example of this precedent holding true is one
aspect of the Baby M case, where Judge Harvey J. Sorkow cited the Stern family's superior
economic position as one of the primary factors influencing his decision to award the baby
to her father. Mothers on Trial details numerous examples of irrational, illogical and dangerous judgments which have issued from
court systems relying on patriarchal historical
precedent.
As in her previous study of the mental
health establishment, Women and Madness,
Chesler uses the direct testimony of her subjects to express the pain and chaos revealed by
the investigation. The wealth of detail is
almost overwhelming in its complexity and
emotional impact. Each mother's story brings
up more questions than it can answer.
Chester's strong feminist analysis of the patriarchal legal system coupled with the emotional reality of the lives torn apart by its rulings bring the reader face to face with a
system gone bad.
Given the powerful accusatory emotional tone of the mothers' stories and that
the study includes only examples of unremittingly manipulative, abusive, alcoholic and psychotic husbands, it is important to establish

the relevance of this small sampling to the
population at large. Chester's study is based
on the experiences of 60 custodially challenged, white, middle-class mothers living in
all regions of the U.S. and Canada from 196081. Interviews with 55 fathers and 50 women
of color involved in similar disputes add more
detail. Seventy percent of the original 60
mothers lost their rights to their children;
whereas, statistically, as based on information
from the National Center for Health Statistics,
approximately 10 percent of divorces involving
custody disputes annually result in paternal
awards (62.500 for 1984). Common sense
tells us that 62.500 father-led families cant
be all bad. But Chesler has warned that the
study is not about "happy divorces" and it is
by venturing into the charted areas of violence
and conflict that she has revealed the serious
flaws in our state by state systems of custody.
For this reason the book is a timely, important and rare attempt to look behind precedent and law to the underlying issues and
prejudices.
A chapter on "A Fit Mother and
Father/An Unfit Mother and Father" reveals
complete lack of common standards regarding
the fitness of either sex as parent as perceived
either in the general public or the courts. On
any aspect of character, be it sexuality, ethics,
economics or religion, mothers and fathers are
held to separate standards. And as one goes
further away from the norm—the "good
enough" white middle-class female—one finds
discrepancies in judgment more severe. The
lesbian mother, the uppity/educated mother,
the poor mother, the mother married to the
violent man have all been subject to peculiar
prejudices which influence and inhibit the possibility of a fair hearing in court.
Recent pressure by lawyers and jurists
have begun to address this inequity. The state
of New Jersey (1983) and New York (1987)
have issued detailed reports on endemic sex
bias in both legal systems, and reforms have
been proposed. But these will come slowly. As
with any revelation of the dark side of human
nature where prejudice and intolerance feeds
the stereotyping which protects the stats quo,
the demand for change will be resisted.
Chester's study is a passionate cry for immediate redress and a cautionary lesson for those
women who find themselves under seige in
the legal arena in the meantime.
—Nancy Lloyd

THE GOOD MOTHER by Sue Miller (Dell Publishing Co.. Inc., New York. NY; $4.95
paperback)
Anna Dunlap. the white middle-class
narrator at the center of Sue Miller's first
novel, loses custody of her four-year-old
daughter presumably as the result of a sexual
indiscretion. But in the subtle rendering of the
details of this deceptively simple story. Miller
makes it clear that elements way beyond
Anna's own lack of judgment have set in
motion the events leading to her loss. Ann is
an anti-heroine, a woman so ordinary, so
modest in her ambitions and accomplishOn the Issues Vol. VIII

merits that, like the girl next door, one can
hardly imagine her as the central figure in a
tragedy. And yet that tragedy, which is not so
much the loss of her child, is the loss of her
own independent life.
As the only child in a small branch of a
large extended family, Anna has grown up in
middle-class comfort and has absorbed without question the attitudes and privileges of
her class. Her assumptions regarding social
and personal freedom have never been put to
the test until the day she decides to leave her
husband and live an independent existence as
a single mother.
Anna knows, as do we all, that divorces happen by the hundreds of thousands
every year in this culture, so she does not consider her own to be a radical act. Her family is
critical, her husband discomforted, her friends
curious, her daughter sometimes angry and a
bit confused and she, herself, is hard up for
cash; nevertheless, life goes on much as usual.
Then she takes a further step toward selfrealization and falls passionately in love. As
Anna comes alive and claims her internal
power in relation to her lover, Leo, her former
husband, Brian, and her daughter, Molly, are
alerted to further potential changes in the
separated family's status quo.
It is within the triangle of mother,
father, daughter that the power play for stability and continuity is fought out. When it
moves from private, mother dominated emotional power in the home to public patriarchal
power in the courts via the highly charged, yet
fairly innocuous, incident where Molly has
asked to touch and does touch Leo's genitals
after his shower, the censure of the state
enters. At this point. Anna's doom is sealed. In
the courtroom scenes in this novel, there is
barely room for sexuality in marriage, let alone
sexuality for the single mother, especially if
the child knows the lover. All the prejudices
and intolerance of independent women outlined in the more dramatic stories in Mothers
on Trial are present in this story as well. It is
interesting to note that the fiction writer
tones down the bias against women presumably because she may be accused of "making
it all up". Real life women stand accused of
that too as they testify to their actual
experiences.
The Good Mother is a beautifully written, carefully constructed novel which treats
its subject with great delicacy. It is an important book and one that should be read by
everyone.

—
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over abortion has to do with the struggle of
who would be in control of that definition of
mother. Why is it that freedom and autonomy, a major theme in the feminist definition of mother (including the right to decide
to choose whether or not to be a mother)
was so much a part of the rhetoric for the
abortion debate, and yet Mary Beth's desire
to keep the child of her womb was viewed as
aberrant and regressive? Could it be that
feminists had disowned their previous definition of mother—disowned or were theyjust
unclear?
I thought to myself that Whitehead
was first and foremost a dissident, a radical
challenge to the system of old definitions
and consumer mentalities. Whitehead was
really an innocent barkening us back to the
world's first order of survival and primal love.
That was why she was being so vehemently
attacked by the feminist and non-feminist
establishment. It was not so much that she
wanted to sell her baby, after all that is the
American way—you have a product, you put
a price on it. you sign a contract and then
you deliver it. Whitehead's problem was not
that she did not follow the process, it was
that she reneged, she pulled her product out
of the marketplace—she did not deliver, she
dissented!
"Where love rules, there is no will to
power and where power predominates, there
love is lacking."—Carl Jung. The ultimate
and accepted societal definition of requited
and unconditional love is idealized in the
concept of "Mother, Mother's Love". Love:
unconditional, accepting, non-questioning,
affirming, supportive, self-denying, sacrificial.
This love so much associated with the myth
of mother and the maternal that the battle
of surrogacy seemed not only to be about
power and possession but about the struggle
to define and own the concept of mother.
Is there a reality of mother beyond
what we condition it to be? Is there mother
in the pure platonic form? Is she wild in the
fields somewhere sans Saks or the Garden
Club—alone naked in the forests—and if she
is, what is she, who is she? Is she loving,
kind, nurturing, or demanding, egotistical
and self-serving? Is she Whitehead? Is she
Stern? Is she both?
It came to me that Mary Beth
Whitehead's real sin was not one of inferior
class or maternal ambiguity. It was the fact
that she did not buy into the primal reality
of our society—the reality having to do with
rituals concerning consumerism—consumerism as a modality of thought and systems
that regulate control and direct all energies
of the society. Consumerism as in Elizabeth
and William Stern—their erotic energy and
desire capitulated into the demands of the
marketplace.
Everything—all things—all reality
through the manipulation of technology
become products, goods and services. The
human creative forces now strive untempered by doubt, awe or fear and trembling
towards defying the established natural
order of things.

The power to create life should allow
for the power t o define it. The momentous
political, moral and religious struggles over
reproductive technology and reproductive
freedom is just this. Whether we as individual women or as a feminist class accept and
integrate the ruling male establishment's
definition of mother, child and family, or
whether we begin to allow our own to
emerge.
It is true that a real danger to the
established order arises when individuals or
groups begin to see and define their realities
differently—to question as the feminist
movement has done so resonantly in multiple ways the basic assumptions of our
society. But these assumptions must be consistently and passionately challenged,
because with the recent ruling on the ability
to patent new forms of animal life, the
commercialization and the drive towards all
of reality becoming marketable is almost
complete.
In a comment by Jeffrey J. Miller and
Albert G. Tramposch in the Sunday New York
Times of April 26th. addressing the issue of
patenting life: "The New Policy acknowledges the reality that there is no separation
between life and technology. Life itself is
crafted. We are on the threshold of being
able to invent life. This is not playing god.
Rather it is being fully human, as humanity is
expressed in the 20th century."
"There is no separation between life
and technology." The system of contract law.
tax accountants, and mutual funds would
have us believe this—but women have been
creating life with their bodies since the
beginning. This ultimate power has been a
thorn in the side of the male power establishment since its formulation. So that it is
now possible for them to think in terms of
the creator—to truly become God—to dispense with the mundane primal mystery and
reality of blood and tissue and issue edicts
that allow men to make animals—to make
laws that allow people to buy and sell
children.
The entire issue of surrogacy is
another arena for this commercialization of
humanity. It seems as if science has no master. If life itself is crafted by the father and
man is the child of the father, made in his
image, then the ability to create and patent
life, surrogacy, renting wombs becomes a
sacrament. Women as beings, as products,
are imperfect. The gene pool cannot be a lottery. It too is imperfect as defined by the
establishment so that any technological
advancement equals improvement.
Indeed, with men patenting animal
life, it would seem that this envy of women's
ability to give and make life has reached a
collective, industrial, institutionalized level of
frightening proportions. Not satisfied to
merely control the reproduction of animals
and women, the scientific establishment
through governmental bureaucrats have
moved into formulating new forms of animal
life that will result in them being ultimately
more serviceable and marketable—to be
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better products, more saleable, more usable,
more able to conform to standards and fads.
If our gazes would move away from
the mirror, we would notice that miracles
were being created all around us. In Beltsville. MD., a genetically altered pig makes his
entrance onto the world's stage. Carrying a
cow's growth hormone, the animal has difficulty walking on his short legs, suffers arthritis and visual impairment and probably will
not live to be two years old. A recent article
in the Drovers Journal, a beef industry publication, speculates that, in theory at least, it
will be possible to so change the genetic
makeup of animals that a kind of "breathing
slab of beef" could be produced without the
need for legs, a brain or a nervous system.
According to New York Magazine.
July 13. 1987. another brave new world is
being created by a group of transplant surgeons who are experimenting on "bridge
surgery", that is the use of chimpanzee
hearts implanted into human beings as a
temporary measure until a human heart can
be provided. One of the surgeons involved in
the program, Keith Reemtsma. is quoted as
saying that using chimpanzee hearts to
reduce the risk of patients dying while waiting for human transplants will "signal an
extension" of what he calls the "golden age
of surgery". Working on chimpanzee to
human kidney transplants at Tulane since
1963, Reemtsma says "I picked a window in
history when it was ethically acceptable to
do this." Any discussion of the "ethical
acceptability" to utilize a species that is now
endangered and has 99 percent of the same
genetic material that makes up a human
being has to be heard in the context of a
world that has just witnessed the birth of its
5 billionth citizen (New York Times, July 12.
1987)—a world with an alarming level of
worldwide hunger, poverty, war, famine,
infant mortality, etc., etc. David Rothman, an
expert in medical ethics, is quoted in the
New York Magazine article as saying that
"we gave the moral right to rescue humans
by the use of nonhuman hearts". It is especially saddening that Rothman does not see
this moral necessity extending to rescue all
who suffer silently in a society that disregards their needs and issues as being
irrelevant.
The transplanting of monkeys' hearts
into humans of course necessitates the death

of the animals but. according to the New
York Magazine article, the researchers fought
against experiencing any emotional involvement or attachment to the creatures at all.
"We all got very attached to that animal.
There are pictures of Rob Michler holding
her. the monkey got so attached to Rob
she'd sit on his lap and groom him. It was
tough to know that she was a control and
she was scheduled to die." Of course any
natural attachment or involvement would
have to be consistently and seriously
fought—removed with the surgical precision
of an experimenter's knife.
In a way this is similar to the difficulty some surrogate mothers are reported
to experience when they have their children
taken away from them. There has even been
discussion of having the babies removed
from the surrogates immediately after birth
when their "biological" mothers are still
under anesthesia, to avoid the problem of
unnecessary sticky emotional attachments
to the child. Indeed this problem of attachment or connection seems to be a difficult
one for a society that has control and
manipulation as its tools of power. This
primal discomfort with biology the way it is
expressed through nature, through women,
is a leit motif that runs throughout much of
the scientific and political power establishments of this country. It makes for difficulty
in completing adoption and surrogate transactions. It slows up and convolutes the
ultimate goal—the higher order of things
which is the making and the remaking of the
world according to man.
In a recent New York Times editorial,
Jeremy Rifkin of the Foundation On Economic Trends said "a handful of non-elected
bureaucrats in a government agency, sealed
off "and isolated from the public participation,
have taken it upon themselves to reduce all
living things to the new lowly status of
manufactured processes". Lowly status
indeed. Lowly in absolute moral terms, but
certainly not in terms of cost and profit. By
turning everything that lives and breathes
into potentially marketable items, man has
finally and ultimately achieved the dominance of nature that he has long and continually sought. Perfection, control, manipulation. A view of power that is limited and
confined to external trappings of position,
status and props. The world and reality is

•

seen in segments, disparate parts without an
overriding transcendent purpose. A world
that is not seen as a whole, but simply as
parts to be controlled, changed and manipulated, becomes a world where everything
becomes product, goods and services. Everything serves the ultimate material capitalist
bottom line.
This seeming consistent inability of
people to accept life as process creates vacuums of screams that echo the words "me"
and "mine". Now the bureaucrats have
replaced the Supreme Court, the legislators,
the will of the people and the dicta of established religions. A few men have determined
that it is O.K.. it is all right to mix. to match,
to cross gene pools, to make and define creatures, to regulate and create new forms of
animal life.
If there is a driving vision to create a
"breathing slab of beef", then is it so farfetched to consider a desire to create a
"breathing slab of womb"? or a "breathing
group of eggs"? The Oocyte Donation Program, the first in the country to set up a
pool of anonymous donors matched by physical appearance has donejust that. Estimating that there are approximately 100,000
women in the United States who are unable
to conceive. Dr. Martin M. Quigley, director of
the program, developed a plan whereby eggs
would be removed from a donor (who would
have to be between 18 and 35, and if married, have the consent of her husband) fertilized in a laboratory by the sperm of the
recipient's husband, and then placed in the
uterus of the recipient in order to attempt
to achieve pregnancy.
Necessity is the mother of invention.
The necessity we are witnessing is the medical and scientific establishment capitalizing
on some people's consuming passion to have
children, children who now have become the
ultimate product in the marketplace. If the
machine (woman) is defective, science and
technology—the new God mother will do it
for you. And. of course, the donors and recipients can be matched according to national
origin, height, weight, hair color, eye color
and blood type—all the better to achieve the
perfect product—so serendipity here! No
chance for the unexpected—a real improvement on nature, who has been known to
create errors.
The new reproductive technologies
i /,««,• 24
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attempt to meet a need. They tell us that
this need is primal and biological and that
this need must be filled. That this need for
women and men to have children of their
bodies and genetic histories is so driving and
so profound that it will allow for. indeed
demand, any type of technological creativity.
The question of course remains whether this
need is in fact primal and biological or the
result of social conditioning. Is it that people
now assume they have the right to own and
create anything that they can imagine?

don't get everything you want or everything
you need.
PC: I think that, women in general,
because we are so colonized and shamed in
our bodies end up being very ambivalent
about those bodies.
A daughter, however, and every
woman is a daughter, has the deepest ambivalence towards her mother's body and her
mother. And some women who grow up to
be feminists say "I don't want to be like my
mother, I don't like my mother", because
indeed mothers police, terrorize, shame
daughters...
OTI: That's part of their job. to condition us to the established order.
PC: And they have power over us, the
power to give and the power to frustrate. So
we would like to give men a chance at it.
strangers a chance at it. We would like to say
okay birth mother, now you're over and we're
done with you. now we have to deal with the
social mother and that's different. In other
words, the incredible tyranny of mothers
policing daughters particularly in our
childhood. . .
OTI: We give over to the system.
PC: Yes. As feminists, we would like
to just take it away from this one tyrant of
our childhood, our nightmare if you will, in
the hope that if we spread out all of the
functions. . .
OTI: We'll defuse the evil, defuse the
power.
PC: This concept is something that
feminists, not other women in general, are
aware of and active on. Feminists are active
on it. I'd say also that to the extent to which
having a child (instead of entitling us to huge
sums of money and great honor and power)
devalues us. To that extent, feminists have
very mixed feelings about this.
OTI: But being a mother devalues us
only in certain arenas, only with certain people. It doesn't devalue women across the
board.
PC: It devalues women in the public
arena. If you're a mother, that doesn't mean
you get a job as a corporate lawyer because
you have that on your vitae. And the feminists are talking equal pay for equal work.
They're really not even thinking comparable
work. They're basing all the demands for
equal pay for equal work on the grounds that
women and men are the same.
OTI: Are we not the same?
PC: We are not the same. And I think
it is a very serious error to either try to be
like men or to claim we are when we are not:
or to claim that as we understand precisely
how we are different and why, call that biological protectionism, which it is not.
OTI: Has being a mother devalued
you?
PC:! think being a mother has deepened me. And that doesn't mean I'm saying
that being a mother will deepen every
woman, not at all. In my case, since I move
so fast, being saddled with a child has slowed
me down but made me think about everything even more deeply than before. I am

The abortion and surrogacy debates
stand out in bas relief against this background tapestry. Women may soon have to
worry about their lives being controlled by
some minor bureaucrats in the federal
government patent office with the power to
make determinations on the ultimate meanings of life and living organisms. The fact
that the ruling allowing the patenting of
animal life was not greeted by a massive
outpouring of feminist rage reveals a political
short sightedness about a near and present
danger that is not adequately perceived. It is
clear that feminists must mount a prophetic
challenge to this subtle white-coated brave
new world.
Our age old patriarchal assumptions
and "givens" require a fresh vision. Feminists
must both individually and collectively enter
a state of radical dissidence—a dissidence
that not only opposes the status quo, but
one that incorporates an innocence of vision.
A quality of innocence that is not a defense
or state of ignorance, but one that is a radical redirection of thought and action. Innocence of mind, openness to dissent, choosing
to see reality and opportunity without the
previous stereotypic conditioned definitions
that so severely limit our human potential. A
profound and passionate innocence that calls
up the courage to create an evolved consciousness congruent with the needs and
demands of our present state of technology
and world systems.
A major political tool of Aldous Huxley's Brave New World was pure genetic class
engineering, where women's uteri were
bypassed and feti were grown in bottles.
Another modern prophet, George Orwell,
created a robotized society where doublethink was employed. Peace was war, love
was hate, good was evil and lies were truth.
We have now arrived at a point surpassing
even this. God is man, prayer is science,
beauty is technology and love is control.
It is clear that the time has come for
us to enter more than merely a "brave new
world". The world that feminists should take
part in creating must have courage, truth,
love beauty and peace as integral parts of its
lexicon. We must all broaden and deepen our
definitions of "mother", so that we do not
remain anesthetized as our world is slowly
wrenched away from our arms.
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more radical now than I was before, not less.
OTI: More radical because the child
has brought you deeper into the collective
reality, dealing with levels that you wouldn't
have to interact with before?
PC: More radical because none of my
needs as a mother are met in this society.
And rather than retreat into the patriarchal
family and hide, or silence myself there, I am
out on the wild side of midnight looking for
what I need and it is nowhere on this earth.
OTI: What about the community of
women being able to provide that either in
an alternative radical form or through the
established order? Is that possible?
PC: It's possible, but it hasn't been
actualized.
OTI: But don't you think the solutions to political problems are ultimately collective and not personal?
PC: Yes, absolutely. Women are each
living separately, either alone or with a
mate—either a female or male—and we're
not sharing resources, we're not becoming
more intimate and more filled with urgent
trust. We have not yet been able to develop
new styles of family.
Let me also just say that while we
have all kinds of good reasons to fear, mistrust, wish to escape from the power of the
patriarchal mother, that not to have any
sense of identity with and/or loyalty to others of our sex is a big mistake. It also doesn't
make us out to be too noble.
OTI: Divide and conquer though, it s
the old political story.
PC: Because then that's the daughters vs. the mothers. Then daughters, feminists sound like, "Listen, she made her bed.
now she's lying in it. No one told her to get
married. No one told her to become a'
mother. It's her problem."
OTI: The profound power struggle of
mothers and daughters — women against
women.
PC: Well this is something I've been
thinking about, and writing about; that
women hate women. Just imagine if you're a
traditional woman, and you're aging, and you
know every day that passes means you're
going to lose your man, your fertility.
OTI: Going to lose everything that
traditionally has made you valuable as a
woman.
PC: You're going to be a bag lady.
And you're never allowed to yell at men or
displease them. You must serve them and
obey them. And square it with yourself as the
right thing to do. So where do you put your
self hatred and where do you put your frustration and aggression? Only, can it be
expressed against other women, and indirectly, and never in a way that you're conscious of or guilty about what you're doing?
And who can you see as a clear target
for your rage? Your replacement. So that, if a
young woman runs off with your husband,
instead of shooting him you want to shoot
her.
OTI: As if somehow he had no
responsibility in the act.
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PC: But it's a very agonizing kind of
competition because indeed what older
women or aging women are forced to compete with are women with less experience,
less wisdom; who can be the better servant
to the particular man. That's a very demeaning competition.
So, there are women in public places
and business settings who understand that
since women are only allowed in male preserves in token numbers, if they bring in a
younger woman, chances are that younger
woman is her replacement. Women haven't
bonded generationally on the job and part of
the reason is the psychological baggage from
mother/ daughter relationships. And part of
it is that we haven't had team sports.
OTI: Talk to us about surrogacy.
PC: First of all. surrogacy is very
ancient. Men have always taken concubines,
handmaidens, slaves, servants, second, third
and fourth wives.- for sexual reasons, for labor
reasons, for wanting and needing children
reasons. So, in my opinion, every time an
Arab and a Jew fight in the Middle East, it is
a continuation of the Sarah. Hagar and Abraham Old Testament story. That was a story
of surrogate motherhood. Sarah is barren and
she convinces Abraham to impregnate Hagar.
She assures him she will bring up Hagar's
child as if it is Abraham's and her own. So. we
have Ishmael, Hagar's child and suddenly
Sarah is pregnant with Isaac. Sarah now convinces Abraham to get rid of Hagar — the
competition, the affront — because she's no
longer needed. So there go Hagar and Ishmael, banished into the wilderness to die.
That is where the Arab race comes from. And
I believe that the battles between Arab and
Jew arise from this very early example of surrogate motherhood. This should serve as an
example to all of us that surrogacy should
not happen. That this was a very bad beginning and the endings are equally as bad. So.
surrogate motherhood is not high tech. It's
not new, glossy, reproductive technology. This
is very ancient patriarchy that gives men
rights over the bodies and lives of women
and children. And any normal, natural feminist should say NO! We don't want this anymore. Let us put a stop to this use of
women's bodies by men for men's reasons.
Now, in addition, however, we have Sarah's
barreness. We have a society that values fertility and childbearing and so the women who
cannot, or who choose not, to have children
are devalued and they are bitter. They are
angry. It is not fair.
When I began doing interviews with
adoptive mothers who are sterile the first
thing I heard was that they were very angry
that they turned out not to be able to have
children. But. they are also very guilty
because they knew it was only their money
that enabled them to buy a child from a
starving mother somewhere else in the
world: and they knew she only gave up the
child because she didn't have the money to
feed her five other children, so she sold her
sixth to feed the others. And the women who
are grateful to be able to adopt the children

and are exercising the highest possible standard of spending on behalf of these children are
somewhere, deep inside, very, very guilty
because they know they stole another woman's child. But. they also are very frightened,
terrified, that someday these children will
turn on them and blame them for doing this
and will leave them and go off in search of
their "true" or "real" mothers. So, as I listened to them, I began asking them "How do
you see solving this?" And they couldn't get
any further than doing away with reproduction — period. Nobody should reproduce.
Everyone should or nobody should.
OTI: Or there should be no concept of
parenthood or ownership.
PC: No, they didn't say that. They
couldn't give that up. No, they want to own
and they want to possess. But they did want
the world to give up its romance with biology. Some had a tragic sense of things, tragic
circumstances — the children then become
status symbols for the women and for the
men. And those who have no power, want to
make up for it. Women have babies because
they don't have many options. You don't offer
women choices like, do you want to be president of the world, or—
OTI: The leader of a feminist
government in exile . . .
PC: Right, or mother.
OTI: And so for many women being a
"Mother" is sort of an inherent definition of
self that gives them credibility, validity and
raison d'etre. Without that they wouldn't do
much except just be. just exist.
PC: But of course, women don't say.
"Oh, gee, I want to give birth to a teenager."
Women say, "I want to have a 'baby'." Babies
are cute, but then they grow into the werewolf teenagers and various other things.
Nobody wants to give birth to someone who
costs $25,000 a year just for tuition alone.
Nobody says that. I'm saying that. I do want
to say. at the risk of being wrong, or at the
risk of offending a lot of women, that I think
there is something to mother/child bonding
that is unique to women.
OTI: Adrienne Rich calls it "that most
primitive of pleasures".
PC: I don't know what to call it.
When I was splitting up with my ex-husband
he threatened me. He said he would kidnap
our son and I would never see them again. Or,
he said, he would disappear and neither of us
would ever see him again. Both of those
threats were terrifying. And even though 1
was saying things like, "there's no way I can
manage, the burden is too heavy", I also had
to realize that I was the one who didn't
leave. Something kept me there. It's not as if
I had a great sense of identity bound up with
my son. I have my own identity and it was
fully forged long before his existence. Yet, I
couldn't leave. It had something to do with
the physical bond between us. I wouldn't call
it an instinct. But whatever it is, I am now
the kind of person who is a mother person. I
was not before.
OTI: What exactly do you mean by a
"mother person"?
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PC: There's nowhere that I go and
nothing that I do within 24 hours that I'm
not aware of him or know where he is. I
know who's taking care of him and I know
what he needs. I don't feel I have to provide
all of it directly and personally. I am responsible for his survival.
OTI: Does this feeling define
"family"?
PC: No. What it gives me is that now
I see how everyone was once an infant, just
newly born and covered with blood and quite
vulnerable. 1 now take uniforms, rank and
status less seriously. It has made me, in that
sense, more radical. I am less put off by the
appearance.
OTI: You see everyone's vulnerability,
and you feel your own more sensitively.
PC: Yes. Absolutely. I also see how
others have needs to be satisfied, dealt with
and practically arranged. I just didn't have
time to think about that before. Nothing was
compelling me to think beyond the great
themes clanging in my mind and imagination.
I would not say I am a traditionally good
mother. I am absolutely not traditional and in
no sense good in a traditional way as a
mother.
OTI: Define a traditionally good
mother.
PC: Somebody who is either a "stayat-home mother" for a long period of time or
if she's not, she's very guilty about it; and
somebody who has really internalized all of
the expert values that say you must bond and
then you must break the bond and you must
provide the child with all advantages. In
short, a vacuum-processed environment
that's perfect. And if there's the slightest
crack in it, you're to blame and you lose the
child.
OTI: Are mothers always to blame?
PC: Yes. Mental health professionals
blame only mothers for what goes wrong
with children.
OTI: Having your son has put you in
touch with a different level of reality?
PC: Yes. I think this having of a child
is a significant activity. I wouldn't glorify it
and say this is the most important and the
only thing that women can do, the best we
can do. But, if a woman should choose to
have a child, it can be a great learning experience. I think one of the things that's wrong
with philosophy is that it doesn't think of
what it means to give birth and what it
means to be a mother.
OTI: Do you think one can only be a
mother with a child?
PC: Yes. Even though I myself probably mother grown women much better than
small children. Not only do I do that more
expertly and more consciously but it is mothering. I'm thinking of the feminists involved
in working with me on the Baby M case. I had
to be very careful politically, to push one
woman into the limelight because she was
hurting from lack of recognition and she's
very good on the issues. And I had to allow
somebody else to disagree with me most of
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the time because that is how she feels she is
alive.
OTI: So the essence of being maternal is to allow another being to express herself, to diminish or withdraw yourself for
another?
PC: Yes.
OTI: Really what you are defining is
the traditional, patriarchal definition of being
a woman.
PC: I am opposed to that with my
last dying breath.
OTI: But you're not opposed to it as
being a mother. Woman as mother can be
self-sacrificing, can diminish herself in favor of
another. But woman as woman cannot and
should not. This then perhaps becomes a political decision rather than an emotional reality. But then, can one. in fact, be a mother
and not do those kinds of things, not be selfsacrificing? And then would that make you a
bad mother?
PC: No. You can be a mother and not
do those kinds of things and you would not
necessarily be a bad mother. All I was saying
was the way in which I mother other women
is different from how I mother this particular
child. Also, you learn each child is different
from every other human being and you have
to learn as you go along, it's all an experiment. Anyone who tells you that there are
rules that you should follow and those are
the right rules is demented.
OTI: But they're all telling you that.
Especially in the Baby M case, where the fact
that Mary Beth Whitehead gave her child a
stuffed panda to play with instead of pots
and pans was used to confirm the fact that
she was not a good mother. What do you
think of the Baby M decision?
PC: I think it's a horrifying decision. I
think it's excessive. I think it's punitive. I
think it's faulty. I think when he [the judge]
uses those absurd mental health professionals
as the reason for Mary Beth being less fit
than the Sterns in terms of her custody, he's
off the wall. He's also using very flawed,
biased information which was corrupt from
the beginning, because of the way they interviewed both parties, with the child and without the child. He did not have to uphold that
Nazi-like contract, yet he did. He could have
said, "Listen this is a matter for the State
Legislature to work out." and just looked at
existing law, because if he looked at existing
law he would have to say that the contract is
not enforceable and is against public policy
and violates countless existing laws.
OTI: It's also using contract law
which deals with products, goods and services, to talk about human beings. Do you
think surrogacy should be legal?
PC: I have two answers. One is in my
heart of hearts, and the other answer is a
sort of politically reasonable position.
OTI: What's in your heart of hearts?
PC: Okay . . . heart of hearts . . . It
has to be abolished. It cannot be legal. If
some woman somewhere on her own, for
love of some other woman . . . wants to give

her child away, I wouldn't put her in prison. I
don't think they should be treated criminally,
but this issue is even more haunting than
prostitution. To sell a part of your genetic
history, to sell part of your soul which will be
out there in the world without you. And then
for the "purchasing" mother to have to convince herself that the good woman who sold
it to her has no regrets, no attachments, no
pain; but rather feels masochistically confirmed in being able to give this major a sacrifice. There is something wrong with the birth
mothers who say that it doesn't bother
them; that it's a good thing to do.
OTI: I don't know what kind of world
it is when you have pro-surrogacy spokespeople who make a statement saying that the
birth mother should be put under a general
anesthesia and the baby taken away immediately after birth so they don't even get to
see it at all. Then the value system and structure they are selling is that there is no
humanity, there is no soul, there is no connection. There's only product, goods, services
and capital.
PC: Yes. Judge Harvey Sorkow says
that by definition, by his definition, this contract is not about baby selling. It in no way
violates the Thirteenth Amendment. Just
because he says it doesn't mean it's so.
If you look at the contract, it says
very clearly that any surrogate mother gets
one thousand dollars if the baby is stillborn,
but $10,000 if she surrenders for adoption a
perfect baby who is genetically related to the
father. This to me is the selling of human
beings. And what Sorkow is saying is that the
woman's right to privacy, which is the basis
that gave us abortion, Roe v. Wade, he now
has reinterpreted to mean a man's right to
procreate and it now becomes a private and
constitutional right according to Sorkow. He
refers to Roe v. Wade, and he says this is
where we get the right to privacy and the
right to procreate.
Now he's totally misusing, misinterpreting Roe v. Wade. He's turning women's
control of our bodies into men's right to control our bodies.
A number of lawsuits have been
lodged to prevent women from having abortions on the grounds of the particular sperm
donor's future equal right to custody. Now to
the best of my knowledge to date, none of
these lawsuits have been successful, but
really, deeply, the custody battles are the
abortion controversy after birth. Who controls a woman's right to have or not have a
child, and to have custody of the child? Is it
the woman herself? Her husband? Her entire
family? Her church? Or her state legislature,
or the woman's physician?
I suggest that it has to be the
woman who controls it. Then feminists say.
well wait a minute. We want men to be
involved in child care, blah, blah . . .
OTI: Because then we can be equal
partners, then we can change the world if
men just start changing diapers.
PC: The women who are the femiOn the Issues
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nists for fathers' rights are also pro-abortion
rights. So I say, okay we control our bodies to
have abortions if we are pregnant, right?
Now, let's say we decide to have a child. The
child grows. It's still in our bodies. It's still us.
It's still our decision. At what point don't we
control? Is it one minute after we give birth?
Is it one hour? Is it 24 hours? Is it 60 days,
so that we can change our minds about keeping it or decide t o share by putting down
paternity on the birth certificate? Because if
they're not careful, they're going to lose us
the right to abortion as they're attempting
to create the perfect feminist father. I think
the right to abortion is under siege in many
ways.
This is the only thing that gets slight
attention and serious acknowledgment from
the feminists — father's rights. What they
also say is "Don't think you that the sperm,
and he who contributes the sperm has equal
rights?" and 1 say "Stop!" I say, sperm donation is not identical to egg donation, plus
nine months of pregnancy, childbirth and then
lactation. And then the socializations that
women have into motherhood and men have
into fatherhood are two different kinds of
socializations.
Now that's even quite apart from the
devaluation of motherhood economically and
the lack of child care and lack of health care,
and so, no. sperm donation is not the same
as egg donation!
Feminists especially have t o be very
careful about understanding the difference. If
we don't, then we will again sign away the
rights to our bodies in the name of something we now call feminism.
Now there's another interesting angle
that one of Mary Beth's lawyers is pursuing,
which is if they're claiming that this contract
is a contract for surrogacy and not for product, and that as Sorkow claims, nobody was
exploited, then let's figure out how much
money per hour Mary Beth got. It comes to
about $1.57 an hour!
OTI: That's below minimum wagel
PC: And even when you get paid minimum wage, you have to get paid every week.
And that did not happen. Just because Sorkow says she wasn't exploited, doesn't mean
she wasn't. Indeed it's far less than $1.57 an
hour, because that does not count the
number of months spent being inseminated,
or the time she took in taking her temperature every morning. And to hear feminists tell
me "that's cool, let her sell."
I have run into any number of women
and a lot of male lawyers who are outraged
over the decision, over the trial, and over the
contract. So I want to know why the feminist
lawyers are not outraged too. It's not just
the class connections that the feminist lawyers who are not outraged have. They think
they're men. They're complimented when
they're told, "You thinkjust like a man."
If they're putting their loyalties and
their identifications with the men, they're not
going t o get too far. And they will not help
women get too far either.
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By the way, to each of the issues that
this case raises feminists say "Oh the issue is
so profound, so complex." What they're talking about really is how to find a solution. In
other words, will you get rid of reproductive
prostitution by banning it? Or, will they
simply drive it underground and set the
women up to take the punishment for committing illegal crimes? Not only will they lose
their babies, not only will they not get paid
money, but they will also be put in jail. Do we
really want this? As feminists, no we don't
want that. If regulation is the solution, then
we will have breeding farms that are like the
brothels in Nevada that are totally legal. Do
we want that? That's Nazi Germany. No, we
don't want that either. So then how do we
get rid of the need for or the profitability of
surrogate motherhood? Well, we will have to
get rid of all the economic systems that are
patriarchal. Because as long as women can be

tricked or coerced into doing anything like
that — selling a part of their bodies — as
long as they don't have better economic
alternatives, there will be pimp profiteers
who build an industry selling babies off the
backs of women.
Phyllis Chesler. Ph.D., radical feminist and psychotherapist,
is author of Women and Madness. Mothers on Tnal and
many other publications and articles on women's issues.
She is well-known as a lecturer on women's legal rights
and emotional health and is a longtime hands-on activist
and organizer for feminist causes.
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Q

My family is just the right size now, so
I've been thinking about permanent
contraception. Are there different
methods? Do I have a choice?

Yes, there are several ways to surgically
achieve permanent contraception: The
fallopian tubes that carry the eggs to the
uterus can be surgically cut and sutured. They
can be cauterized — or burned. Or, a FalopeRing® Band — a tiny silicone rubber band can be
gently placed around a looped section of
fallopian tube to constrict the blood supply.
Discuss the various techniques with your
gynecologist and then select the method that yem
feel most comfortable with.

A

Is it safe?

Q

All surgery carries some risk. But most
of these surgical contraception
procedures require only a very small
incision and can often be done on an outpatient basis.
Millions of women throughout the world
have chosen the Falope-Ring Band because of
its proven history of safety and reliability.

A

What if I change mymind in a few
years? Can the procedure be reversed?

Q

lt may depend on the technique that
you and your doctor choose. With some
methods the fallopian tubes are
damaged beyond repair. However, the FalopeRing Band appears to cause minimal trauma
to the fallopian tubes. Recent medical research
indicates that this may be an important factor
in the subsequent reversal of the procedure
and the successful restoration of fertility.
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more about female limitation from her than I
did from them. If sexual empowerment is
important, so is intellectual empowerment.
I have known Jewish women from
Orthodox homes who were lawyers and
accountants before the Women's Movement
began. Nor can one speak of "Orthodox Judaism" as if that is a fixed category. Orthodoxy
itself represents a spectrum of beliefs and customs. The position of women in the Hasidic
community was more benevolent to women
than in much of the middle-class contemporary conservative Judaism. Hasidic women have
been religious leaders, donning the garments
of prayer associated with Jewish men, the
shawl and the leather tifillin. The highest religious title of "tzaddick". meaning a holy or
righteous person, has been bestowed on
Hasidic women as "Tzaddikah." who have performed in their communities as rabbis.
There were Jewish women printers
and typesetters in the 16th century and earlier than that, Jewish women who performed
on the Roman stages. There were women
such as Dona Gracia, in the 16th century, who
were important as patrons of the arts and for
rescuing Jews from countries where the Inquisition had taken root, forming what would be
the modern counterpart of an "underground
railroad". There were famous Jewish women
educators and religious leaders, who wrote
prayer books for women, instructed them in
Jewish law, and led them in the synagogue
service.
One of the important sources for what
the life of a well-to-do Jewish woman in 17th
century Northern Europe was like is a memoir
written by Gluckel of Hamelin. Betrothed at
12. and married at 14. the mother of 13 children, she was her husband's partner in his
jewelry business, accompanying him to all the
trade fairs in Northern Europe. Educated so
that she could read and write and was familiar
with non-Jewish literature, her book is an
excellent record of a particular Jewish woman's life, expressing the underlying unity of
Jewish life, until recently, in her passionate
concern for her family.
But these women, outstanding as
they were and collective proof that there were
no laws prohibiting them from engaging in
activities outside the home, did not constitute
the norm, anymore than the presence of
Queen Elizabeth I changed the status of
women in the 16th century.
The home remained the central arena
for Jewish women—and Jewish men—having
a symbolic importance rooted in Jewish
community life. The Jewish home throughout
the Middle Ages had the force of a religious
institution. The central holiday of the Sabbath
was celebrated in the home and its central
ritual, the lighting of the Sabbath candles, was
(and still is) performed by women. The central
song welcoming the Sabbath is addressed to
the "Sabbath Queen". In the Middle Ages, the
piety of these values was emphasized by the
frequent use of a woman's apron as a cover
for the Torah or the ark or the bimah (the
pulpit stand) and the highest accolade given
On the Issues
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to a Jewish woman to this day, "A Woman of
Valor", is taken from a psalm celebrating her
as a housekeeper.
The undermining of home and family
and the downgrading of housekeeping as "valorous" work, left the modern Jewish woman,
particularly the modem Jewish emancipated
woman, without religious honor in a secular
world dominated by men.
Secular forces, outside the influence of
Judaism, shaped her appetites and disappointments, but Jewish traditions themselves,
under the strain of five centuries of ghetto life,
had become narrow and confining for all Jews,
and more so for the Jewish woman. There are
no laws prohibiting Jewish women from
becoming educated or from functioning professionally in any capacity (except those which
would infringe upon "sexual modesty") but
neither is there an obligation for Jewish
women to become educated, in contrast to
Jewish men who are obligated to know Torah
and Talmud. Classical Judaism, like Islam, does
not know the distinction between church and
state, which is a western concept. Therefore a
decree, or law. has a religious, judicial and
social function in Judaism that it does not
have in Christianity. In Judaism, one has to
distinguish between "de jure" and "de facto"
between what is forbidden, and what is
encouraged, what is regarded as a privilege,
and what is regarded as a commandment. Nor
does knowledge of specific prohibitions reveal
how people actually lived. Rabbis throughout
the Middle Ages condemned public singing by
women, and dancing by men and women
together, yet it is well known that sing and
dance they did, and with gusto. Child marriage
is condemned in the Talmud, yet it was routinely practiced throughout the Middle Ages.
Polygamy is condoned in the Bible, but was
denounced in the Middle Ages, and continued
to be practiced by Spanish Jews.
The threads of traditions are myriad
and tangled, but there is a discernible shape in
how Jewish women were educated throughout the later Middle Ages which had
momentous impact on them in the modern
world. It was Max Brod, the biographer of
Franz Kafka, who pointed out the folly of neglecting the Jewish education of Jewish women
who. when the ghetto walls began to crumble
in the-early part of the 19th century, were
spilled out into the dazzling secular world of
European art and culture, "Jewishly naked".
The toll for this neglect was great. Many Jewish women converted to Christianity: many,
like Rosa Luxembourg, who played important
roles in European history, were indifferent to
their Jewish backgrounds; and many, like the
philosopher Simone Weil, were hostile to it.
The "separate but equal" structure which the
mehitza was supposed to signify had not
worked, anymore than it had worked for
Blacks. There had been brilliant women who
had led the female section of synagogues, but
the trend towards neglect and towards
"downgrading" that which is permitted rather
than commanded, eventually led to irreparable
disparities.
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Curious structures grew up on the
basis of the difference between "permission"
and "commandment". In the later part of the
Middle Ages it became customary for many
Jewish women to be the business head of the
family while their husbands devoted their lives
to study. This division of labor need not have
been pernicious and some of it bore rich fruit.
Instruction in Hebrew was perfunctory for
Jewish women; they were encouraged to learn
the vernacular, partly because it was necessary
for them as business women, and partly
because it was not required of them to learn
Hebrew. They were also encouraged to read
secular literature. These differences between
"required" and "permitted" gave rise to cultural differences: Talmudic Judaism or Rabbinic
Judaism and Yiddishkeit. Thus there were sufficient forces within Judaism itself which, by
the beginning of the 20th century, had cut
many Jewish women off from the "living
waters" of Judaism. But Jewish women have
learned and are learning that most of these
differences in religious privileges can be
altered. Tradition may bear the impress of
iron law, but it is not law, and knowledge
between "dejure" and "de facto" can be crucial. Jewish women have learned that their
best weapon in the struggle for equality is a
Jewish education.
Judaism is formally a patriarchy, having been established by a man—but not for
men. The priesthood was composed of men,
but there were women prophetesses and
women who performed religious ministrations
during the tribal wanderings in the Sinai. As
Phyllis Tnble has discerned in her article "Eve
and Adam: Genesis 2-3 Reread". (Womanspint
Rising. A Feminist Reader in Religion, 1979)
quoting John A. Baily on "the remarkable
importance and position of the woman in
Genesis 2-3" as "all the more extraordinary
when one realizes that this is the only account
of creation of woman as such in ancient Near
Eastern Literature." It is not until the 19th
century, with the advent of Christian Science,
the Seventh Day Adventists and Theosophy.
that religions established by women have
taken root. One reason for this is surely biological: the invention of birth control measures
has not been assessed for its impact on the
Women's Movement, a suggestive point that
one cannot study the history of Jewish
women apart from the general social history
of women, particlarly in this century when
most Jewish women, and when many of
those Jewish women who have been prominent in the Women's Movement, have been
more influenced by secular forces than by Jewish ones. It is difficult to understand how such
Jewish women, largely secularized, located the
sources of their discontent in Judaism.
Clearly I have a quarrel with how the
history of the Jewish woman in this century
has been told. My quarrel reached its peak
with a letter written by Anne Roiphe in the
New York Times:
"As 1 approach the Jewish traditions, I
find old angers rising. Rebellion against
the antifeminism of the Jewish patri-

archy dies hard. It is difficult to be
(though I know some are) both a feminist and a Jewish traditionalist. I
prefer the stranger's ways."
This position does not speak for Anne
Roiphe today; but the letter still expresses a
general attitude, one that is so easily dissipated by historical truth that its persistence
arouses the suspicion of other forces at work.
Almost all of our major world religions were
founded by men: Abraham and Moses,
Mohammed, Jesus Christ, Paul, Confucious,
Buddha. Zen. There are no recorded female
religious founders before the 19th century.
This may be an unpleasant fact for feminists
to deal with, but a fact it is, not of Jewish history alone, but of world history. Furthermore,
where there are or were polytheistic religions
with powerful goddesses, such as Pallas
Athene or the goddess Kali of Hinduism, the
position of women was not. and is not, better
for the presence of goddesses. The notorious
acts of wife burning in India today is sufficient
proof of that. The inter-relation between
social forces and religious doctrine is complex
and elusive, and history gives no grounds for
believing that if you have a goddess in heaven
you have the vote on earth or are guaranteed
a career!
The rapidity with which the doctrine
of Jewish patriarchy as original sin was spread
caused Judith Plaskow to write:
"There is a new myth developing in
Christian feminist circles. It is a myth
which tells us that the ancient Hebrews
invented patriarchy: that before them
the goddess reigned in matriarchal
glory, and that after them Jesus tried
to restore egalitarianism but was foiled
by the persistence of Jewish attitudes
within the Christian tradition. It is a
myth which, in other words, perpetuates traditional Christianity's negative
picture of Judaism..." Cross Currents.
Fall. 1978.
Added to this was the spectacle of
antisemitism at the First and Second International Women's Conferences, guided by PLO
dominated Arab women. I read, with disgust,
in an issue of Hadassah Magazine at the time
of how two Jewish delegates "crouched in
their seats" at the Second Conference, hoping
they would not be subject again "to the kind
of thing" that happened in Mexico City.
There was too much pain in such liberation. Anne might prefer "the stranger's
way". I prefered my shackles.
In the last few years, however, the
tide of Jewish Feminism has turned towards
friendlier seas, and my Jewish sails are optimistically filled with a strong wind. Almost
every day there is an article in a Jewish publication about Jewish women arguing knowledgeably about the Jewish laws concerning
divorce, religious attire, gay rights. Knowledge
is power. One cannot argue for rights unless
one knows what the source of wrongs are. In
the Jewish Feminist movement there has
been too much confusion about this. The
threads of Jewish and secular influences are
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this method of relieving themselves of the
tedium of husbands or other relatives, or similarly surreptitiously transgressing, fill criminological textbooks which resort to myth and
illogic in dealing with women as (alleged)
criminals. The picture of woman as a killer of
little children, takes a strong place in criminological treatises (whether in Australia or elsewhere) which should know better: so easily is
it suggested that maternal instinct and bottomless mother love can be turned into their
opposites. The "witch hunt" mentality appears
to have been a factor in the conviction and
continuing pursuit of Perry and Chamberlain.
In Women and Crime, published in
1981, Hancock and Edwards Hiller deal with
the way in which juvenile women are more
likely to be institutionalized in Australia for
engaging in sexual activities with male confreres, simply being out late at night, or running away from home, than are juvenile men.
The Women's Movement has paid particular
attention to the reasons for young women
being placed in this position. The debate
about sexual exploitation of children and girls
in their own homes, by their biological or de
facto fathers, or by other family relatives, has
intensified through the 1970s and into the
1980s. Activist women outside and within the
bureaucracy have lobbied for funds to establish
single women's shelters or refuges, so that
young women abused in this way do not have
to remain at home or run away in circumstances which will almost invariably bring them to
the attention of the authorities who will
return them to the abusive household, or
institutionalize them "for their own protection". Yet it remains the case that despite the
evidence of large numbers of children and
young women suffering sexual exploitation at
home, few men are tried for the offence of
incest, or for other sexual offences relating to
this exploitation. The view remains prevalent
in the courts and amongst police that young
women "lead on" the exploiters or aggressors,
or that this form of criminal activity "doesn't
really hurt" the victims of it. It is not difficult
to find statements from courts, where a man
is tried and convicted of such an offence, to
the effect that he should be released on a
bond because the prevailing view now is that
"families should be kept together", or the
activity was not seriously damaging to the
victim.
Renewed activism amongst women in
the early 1970s led to the establishment of
shelters or refuges for women victims (or survivors) of criminal assault at home. Yet
women and children continue to be turned
away from these refuges due to lack of
accommodations, and the large numbers seeking shelter. More recently, however, the
Women's Movement is changing its tack on
this issue, commencing to fight for women to
remain in, and retain ownership (or leasehold)
of their own homes, removing the man from
the three bedroomed house so that she can
live there peacefully, without his abuse. However difficult it has been to gain funding for
women's refuges and to keep them operating
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for the benefit of bashed, beaten and abused
women (and their children), the Women's
Movement recognises the greater difficulty in
asserting women's right to the homeground.
This is, however, the battle shaping up for the
remainder of the 1980s.
Women's activism has also succeeded
in highlighting the discriminatory operation of
the law where a woman severely beaten by
her husband, turns upon him and kills him. In
New South Wales the Georgia Hill case in
1978—where a woman was convicted of
murder of her de facto husband whom she
shot after he returned drunk from the pub,
had severely bashed her on numerous occasions before, and had told her he would kill
her. this time, when he returned—resulted in
an outcry from a Wollongong women's group.
The group succeeded in gaining the right for
Georgia Hill to appeal out of time, and it was
eventually held that provocation on the part
of the de facto husband had been wrongly
ignored in the finding, with the result that she
was convicted of manslaughter with a short
term of imprisonment. In South Australia two
years later a woman was convicted of murder
where the jury was told it had to ignore provocation, when the killing was by axing to
death her husband, after he had bashed her for
years and immediately before his death told
her he had been sexually abusing their daughters for years, also. Again, it was only women's activism that resulted in an appeal
being upheld and a retrial ordered. The
woman was acquitted on retrial.
Changes in Public and Private Spheres
Women's organizations lobbied in the
late 19th and early 20th century for equal
pay for women, and for changes to marriage
and divorce laws to gain equal economic
rights for women, and equal freedoms in the
marital relationship. Women were active politically to gain the vote for women in South
Australia in 1893. With federation in 1901.
all women in Australia gained the right to
vote in federal elections. All other states
eventually extended suffrage to women, with
Victoria in 1908 being the last state to grant
women the right to vote. In the same period,
it was women's activism that led to women
gaining the right to enter university and
study for various professions and trades, and
later to gain entry to those trades and professions where laws had been interpreted to
keep women out. or where laws deliberately
discriminated against women. Women also
lobbied for changes to laws so that women
had equal rights to custody of children of a
marriage, and gained rights to own property
they brought into marriage, or wages they
earned during marriage. (Prior to these
changes a woman lost any right to property
she might have owned—on betrothal, her
husband gained a right, when married, to
renounce any gifts or other property transactions his wife had carried out during the betrothal period; a wife had no right to ownership of her wages or salary—they belonged to
her husband.)

More recently, women have continued
the fight for equal rights for women in the
private and public spheres. Councils of Action
for Equal Pay were established at various
intervals in the various states. "Equal pay"
has been "gained" for women through pronouncements of various industrial tribunals or
through legislation starting in 1904. as
pointed out by Gaudron in In Pursuit of Justice. In 1972 and 1974 equal pay decisions of
the~Australian Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission "achieved" equal pay for women
yet again, in terms of an authorative statement being made that women should be paid
equally for equal work. The problem in Australia has been similar to that in the United
States. Canada. Britain and New Zealand, in
that ways have been found by employers of
evading equal pay demands. Thus, women
continue to be concentrated in a small
number of occupations, whilst men inhabit a
large range of occupations. As long as women
remain in occupations not equally inhabited
by men, employers are able to distinguish
monetarily between "women's work" and
"men's work". It remains the case that
women in Australia are. on average, paid 65
cents to every male wage dollar. (This is
without taking into account all those women
who work for no remuneration, in the home.)
Women are also exploited in "outwork":
where women take in sewing at home for
"middlemen" at astonishingly low rates. As a
result, the Councils of Action for Equal Pay
have been revived, and activist women are
now fighting for "comparable worth"—the
idea that rates of pay should be founded in a
principle of equal pay for work of equal value.
Various states have introduced Sex
Discrimination, Anti Discrimination, or Equal
Opportunity legislation. The federal government passed a Sex Discrimination Act in
1984 on International Women's Day. Under
this legislation, tribunals are established to
hear complaints about discrimination in
employment, education accomodation and
the provision of goods and services. A real
problem has been, however, that before a
complainant can bring her case before a tribunal, she must go through a "conciliation"
process. The thrust behind the legislation is
that these cases should be conciliated if possible, yet discrimination is not a matter that
generally can be conciliated fairly where two
parties are inherently unequal. Where a
woman is discriminated against by her
employer or by an educational institution, for
example, it is nonsense to talk of "conciliation." In New South Wales, the greatest success in having the Equal Opportunity Tribunal
acknowledge discrimination against women
has been achieved, because there has been a
greater political awareness on the part of the
counselor of equal opportunity (within the
Anti Discrimination Board) and less of a tendency to believe that matters of discrimination can be successfully solved by "conciliation". In 1986 the Australian Iron and Steel
case resulted in a group of women from Wollongong who had been discriminated against
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by a steel company which refused them jobs
initially on grounds of sex, and then, when
required to employ them, dismissed them
first when a reduction in the paid workforce
was required, gaining a large award of damages for sex discrimination.
Sexual harassment has been a concern
of the Women's Movement in Australia since
the time of the First Fleet (Australia's initial
settlement in 1788). Sex discrimination and
equal opportunity legislation now recognises
sexual harassment as an issue of sex-based
discrimination. Such harassment and abuse of
women in private relationships has also been
a concern to Australian Feminists, resulting in
legislation outlawing rape in marriage. Although it is clear that the legal proposition
that rape in marriage is not a crime can be
subjected to sound and severe criticism in
purely legal terms, the problem of interpretation has been overcome by legislation stating
that a married woman is in no different position than an unmarried woman where she is
a victim of rape—that is, if her husband
rapes her, he can be prosecuted for the crime
as he would be were he a stranger, or an
acquaintance.
Most states have made changes to
sexual offence laws in the area of evidencefollowing attempts by women to have it recognised that what a woman wears, or
whether she has engaged in consensual activity in the past, has no bearing on whether or
not she was raped in a particular instance.
With regard to divorce, the Family
Law Act 1975 which was lobbied for by various women's groups, resulted in one ground
of divorce being established—"Irretrievable
breakdown of marriage"; recognition that
parties are equally responsible for the wellbeing and support of their children after
divorce; and recognition of indirect financial
and non-financial contribution to the accumulation of property in marriage. Under the
former Matrimonial Causes Act 1959. no
recognition was given to the traditional
efforts of women in doing housework, husband care and child care, or in building up
assets in a marriage relationship. Although
news media concentrated upon the idea that
women were "getting away with" huge
amounts of alimony, this was untrue in the
general scheme of things. The Family Law Act
gave recognition to the work women traditionally did in marriage. "Non-financial contribution" covers child care, husband care and
housework and home improvements. "Indirect financial contribution" includes cases
where a party works outside the home and
that salary goes to purchasing household
goods, food, and clothing.
Yet women still remain disadvantaged in marriage and divorce, because
women's efforts in the paid workforce and in
the traditional sphere of the home are not
given equal recognition with men's. In a 1984
High Court decision, Mallett v. Mallett, the
judgments make clear that work in the world
of business is considered of far greater value
than work of the home, and that men are the
lulllillltrtl
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list of organizations is distributed to which
contributions can be made by Federal
employees who number in the millions. Two
or three years ago. the Office of Management
and Budget, very much under the influence of
President Reagan, issued a rule that henceforth there was not going to be on that list
any organization that did anything but provide goods and services, etc., and that advocacy organizations were not to be included.
The case challenging that rule went up to the
United States Supreme Court which upheld
the rule. However, Justice O'Connor, who
wrote the opinion, said of course, we are
assuming that the real reason why they are
taking organizations off the list is because
they prefer to give direct aid to people rather
than to advocacy of aid to people. If, however,
what they are doing is a screen for something
else, if the promulgator of the rule is "viewpoint neutral", our decision might be
different.
Therefore, instead of just reversing,
the Court sent the case back to the lower
court to find out whether there really was a
"viewpoint neutral" or whether the real reason behind the rule was a desire to make it
impossible for family planning and abortion
organizations to get contributions from Federal employees. The case is still in lower
court. The fact of the matter is that the rule
was not a "viewpoint neutral". It was a politically motivated attempt to deprive federal
employees of their Constitutional rights of
freedom of choice.
I find this a positive development
since it makes clear that Justice O'Connor is
really a fair-minded judge.
As far as Chief Justice William Rhenquist is concerned, I have been in the U.S.
Supreme Court when cases were argued
before him and he behaved so badly that I
hope it was because at that time he had a
back problem and was under the influence of
pain-killing drugs or was in pain. 1 do not
think that he has displayed the judicial
temperament that one would hope a Chief
Justice would have. I should also add that
people I know who know him, have liked him
as a person. The new Justice. Antonin Scalia,
is also conservative but he's a lawyer's lawyer
and the general feeling of the Bar is that he
will not allow his conservatism to stand in
the way of what he believes is the meaning of
a law. [Note: This interview was prior to the
nomination of Judge Robert H. Bork]
ON: CONTRACEPTION AND THE LAW
My first case was a birth control case.
It involved the importation of contraceptives
by one of the people who was then very
active and important in the birth control
field: Dr. Hannah Stone. At that time the
Federal law prohibited "the importation of
any article whatever for the prevention of
conception." Until the case involving Hannah
Stone, it had been assumed that the law
meant what it said. Dr. Stone nevertheless
ordered some pessaries (also known as diaphragms) from Japan. She wanted to test
them to see whether they were effective as a
32

contraceptive. One of the pessaries that was
the exhibit in the case disappeared during the
trial but the rest remained and the name of
the case was "United States v. the Package of
Japanese Pessaries". We were successful in
getting two decisions, both in the District
Court and the Circuit Court (both Federal
Courts) stating that a statute had to be read
in the light of rationality and its purpose.
Both courts said it was irrational to take the
view that this statute was intended to
exclude articles from this country which could
be used by doctors for the care and protection of their patients. So, despite the exact
wording of the statute, they would give it a
reasonable construction and Dr. Stone was
permitted to import the pessaries. This was
about 1937 and was the beginning of a long
road toward freedom of choice as to contraceptives that ended in 1965 with the case of
Griswold against Connecticut. In Connecticut,
the prohibition was of the use of contraceptives. About half the other states had some
ban on contraceptives but none of them
banned the use of contraceptives like
Connecticut.
The Griswold case required our actually opening a clinic in New Haven, staffing it
and bringing in the needed equipment so that
it could be raided and closed by the police
later in the week. The decision of the United
States Supreme Court that the consistent
statute was unconstitutional marked the end
of serious problems with reference to the
legality of birth control.
ON: PORNOGRAPHY AND CENSORSHIP
In the first place, pornography is a
word that has no legal definition, which I find
most puzzling since Mr. Meese's commission
is called the Commission on Obscenity and
Pornography.
The only speech and press that can
Constitutionally be banned as obscene has
been the subject of many court decisions. Basically the rule is that in order to be adjuged
obscene, three factors should exist: (1) It
should appeal to prurient interest; (2) It
must go beyond the acceptable bounds of
community standards; and (3) It must have
no literary, artistic, political, or scientific
value. All three aspects of this test are difficult to apply. Recently, the United States
Supreme Court which had previously said
that the "community" referred to in the
second part of the test is the local community. The third part of the test addressed to
the value of the material calls for a national
standard.
Except with reference to school and
school libraries, until recently there has not
been a national wave of suppression which we
feared there would be. Also cases involving
child pornography are subject to the same
test, but it has to be applied to children. The
United States Supreme Court found Constitutional a child pornography law of the State
of New York, thus there is a tighter rein on
"child pornography", which means both children being involved in an obscene presentation
and also children to whom such material is

distributed.
Just a word about the so-called Indianapolis Ordinance (a controversial antipornography ordinance co-authored by Andrea
Dworkin and Catharine MacKinnon). It has
been declared unconstitutional. Otherwise a
great disservice would have been done to the
freedom of the press of all of us. The very
people who were in favor of,the Indianapolis
Ordinance would have been one of its first
targets.
You cannot possibly, in my opinion,
prohibit something because it is repulsive to
you or puts in a degrading light one group or
another. That's the same argument that was
made in favor of suppressing the Merchant of
Venice because Shylock as depicted would aid
the cause of anti-semitism. It's the same
argument that's been made about suppressing material which shows the Italians or
French or anyone else in a hostile light. Of
particular interest, with reference to the Indianapolis case, is that it was tried in the lowest Federal Court before a young woman
judge. It was her first case. She was appointed by President Reagan, yet she wrote a
most impressive opinion dealing with freedom of the press and she decided that the
Indianapolis Ordinance was unconstitutional
under our federal free press guarantees. The
case was appealed to the appropriate Federal
Court of Appeals, which also wrote a superb
opinion agreeing with the District Court. The
Supreme Court upheld the lower courts'
decisions.
So. we have two wonderful lower
court decisions approved by the United States
Supreme Court in essence. I think we may
have accomplished something because I think
these ringing declarations of freedom from
suppression are going to be very helpful in
other cases fought to censor matter which
some find objectionable.
ON: INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND THE
CONSTITUTION
The U.S. Constitution's protection of
individual rights is, of course, not confined to
abortion and contraception. A basic tenet of
our Constitution is that there are certain fundamental rights which belong to the people.
Under the Ninth and Tenth Amendments,
courts have said that privacy is reserved to
the states and to the people. That statement
"to the people" indicates that neither the
Federal nor the state government can take
away the fundamental rights reserved "to the
people". This country was not founded and
has not existed on the basis that the good of
the majority overrules the individual rights of
persons. There is no right on the part of state
or Federal or local government to deprive
people of their fundamental Constitutional
rights in the absence of a compelling necessity. By "compelling necessity", the courts
really do mean a compelling necessity. The
words were originally in connection with
freedom of speech and of the press. In discussing whether there were exceptions from
the Constitution guarantees of freedom of
speech and the press. Justice Oliver Wendell
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Holmes said yes — there are some exceptions
such as a prohibition against anyone falsely
shouting "fire" in a crowded theatre. The
courts have not, on the whole, expanded the
definition of "compelling necessity". It means
that speech and the press cannot be censored, especially in advance, unless it would
cause difficulties of major proportions that
could not be controlled.
ON: DIVORCE
As far as women clients are concerned, I would say, and many people have
said, that under the New York equitable distribution divorce law, women for a while did
not fare very well despite the fact that the
law was expected to benefit them. The New
York legislature has just recently passed two
amendments to the law which may help. One
is that courts should take into consideration,
in addition to the other factors the law
requires them to consider, the style in which,
and the level at which, the parties lived
before the divorce. This should avoid
women's getting only subsistence maintenance from husbands who could do more. If
you lived on Park Avenue and spent $5,000 a
week, that is now relevant. Also, the New
York judges have become very defensive.
They know that women have suffered from
their earlier rulings and the tide is beginning
to turn.
ON: THE FUTURE OF LEGAL ABORTION
As to whether Roe v. Wade will
stand: my answer is that, as a matter of fact,
there is no way, in my opinion, the clock can
be turned back. Abortion has become a legitimate health service which is available, and
has been available, since 1973. It's become a
part of our health system to a considerable
extent. Even if the United States Supreme
Court overruled Roe v. Wade, abortion facilities would remain available one way or
another. In that connection. I would like to
point out that some of the Supreme Courts
of various states have handed down decisions
which are more protective of personal liberties than the U.S. Supreme Court. They relied
on their own State Constitutions.
I think the danger to the exercise of
abortion rights is not that Roe v. Wade will
be overturned, but that it will be picked away
at as it was in the cases upholding the denial
of Medicaid.
ON: SURROGATE MOTHERHOOD
I feel sorry for Mary Beth Whitehead
and have been of two minds about the whole
question of surrogate mothers. On the one
hand, a contract is a contract. But are some
contracts which are not enforceable for reasons of public policy. It doesn't do to say it's
a contract and we'll enforce it just like a contract to buy a commodity. It's not. It has
other implications and I'm not still ready to
come to final resolution of the problem for
myself. As close as I can come is that I would
not like to outlaw surrogate mothers altogether and hope a fair and effective licensing
procedure can be worked out.
ON: WOMEN'S RESPONSIBILITY TO WOMEN
Most of the women I know who are
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Lesley Crosson, WCBS-TV Editorial
Director
"Overt acts of racism are on the
upswing, not because there are more racist
people around, but because for a number of
reasons, people who have always been racist
feel it is okay now to act out their racism. We
hear a lot about signals that we are getting
from the White House and Justice Department and it is sort of emboldening. I talk to
a lot of people who don't even read newspapers or listen to news on television, but they
hear what these bigots say and feel the
frustrations.
"For years we talked about civil
rights and empowering people and now as we
start to see a few visible results, it infuriates
some people. For a Black person to have
something, it must be taken from the nonBlack person—like there is not enough equality to go around.
"I hear many people say 'What do you
Black people have to complain about? Look
at all that money Oprah Winfrey and Bill
Cosby make and the salaries they pay to
Black men in sports.' Now it sounds like they
think because Oprah stands to make $30 million this year, she should start her own welfare system and start handing out money to
poor people. People who say this don't talk
about the thousands of Black people who
have no jobs.
"It is distressing. I don't know where
it is going from here."
Black Manager in a New York City Bank
"Racism is on the upsurge because
today the lives of people of every color and
race are intertwined. Used to be that Black
people stayed to themselves and white people stayed to themselves. Ten years ago Black
people were fighting for an education and
once we got that, we moved into jobs which
white people had held before. Now we have
some Black lawyers, doctors and some of our
people have been elected to high political
office. That makes some white people
nervous.
in fields which involve communications feel a
special responsibility as women. As far as the
law is concerned, the best statement, in my
opinion, was given by the woman who was
then the Minister of Women's Affairs in
France. Someone asked her "Why do you
need an office anymore for Women's Affairs?
Women can now get into every field." Her
answer was that her office was not made for
the superior women. The superior woman
usually gets where she wants to go. But as
long as the average woman is at a disadvantage compared to the average man, we need
an Office of Women's Affairs. I agree.
Harriet Pilpel. attorney, is General Counsel: Planned Parenthood Federation of America; Chair: Advisory Board
Development Law & Policy Program. School of Public
Health, Columbia Univ.; First Vice-Chair: National Advisory
Counsel ACLU. She is. and always has been, a Rights Activist She is author of many books, articles and publications.

"I think prejudice is a human trait.
Have you seen kids playing together? If one
has a lollipop and the other doesn't, the one
with the candy doesn't want to share it. If he
has two lollipops, he might give up half of
one, but even with two he won't give away a
whole lollipop. That's how it is with people in
power. They have the power and they don't
want to share it with anyone else. Especially
anyone with a different colored skin."
Black Student at Oshkosh Campus, University of Wisconsin
"I don't know how things were 10
years ago. I was only 10 myself then, but I
can tell you that racism on this campus at U
of W is common practice by students and certain faculty too. Since I've been studying here
I've been yelled at by white male students,
had my windows broken and 'nigger' painted
on the door of my house. A professor told me
the other day 'You can't expect to get a 'B' in
this classjust because your forbearers were
slaves.' I hadn't even asked him about my
grades.
"I am the 13th of 14 kids in our family and I am the first one to go to college. I
will graduate in June 1987. I don't know why
people want to scare and insult me. I'm just
doing what everyone says we should all do.
I'm getting a college degree so I can get a
good job and make enough money to pay
back the money I borrowed to go to college."
Readers must not be left with the
notion the boycotts, lunch counter sit-ins.
freedom rides and marches which captured
the nation's attention in the 1950s and
1960s have not paid off. Large cities such as
Atlanta, Gary, Los Angeles and Chicago are
now headed by Black Mayors, and Toney
Anaya, a Hispanic, is governor of New Mexico.
Mississippi, a long-time hold out against
granting political and civil rights to Black
people, now has several hundred elected Black
officials. Black is the color which dominates
the academic and professional jockocracy all
across our nation.
Even the Ringling Bros, and Barnum
& Bailey Circus has now succumbed and hired
its first non-white featured performers. Pamela Hernandez and Denise Aubrey grew up
together in Los Angeles and joined the circus
on a lark seven years ago. Their first job was
to parade around the ring wearing ridiculous
headdresses. Now they perform aerial gymnastics 30 feet in the air without a net and
get more applause than King Tusk and GebelWilliams combined.
These glamorous women, who have
broken the 115-year color-barrier at the Greatest Show on Earth, are living proof (as we
have been saying for years) that the struggle
does pay off.
Flo Kennedy, attorney and author/editor Irene Davall have
been longtime activists in the civil rights and women's
movements, and were instrumental in founding the Feminist Party. They are Contributing Editors to On The Issues.
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the use of supernatural powers with malicious intent."
Helms' amendment was meant to
cut off tax and postal privileges for any group
that came into disfavor and could be fit into
the vague definitions of his amendment. Both
the A.C.L.U. and the I.R.S. opposed this
amendment, with the A.C.L.U. speaking
against the amendment's ability to allow the
government to define legitimate religions.
Witches are among the 34,000 tax-exempt
religious groups recognized by the Internal
Revenue Service.
After a barrage of protests, by
Witches and non-witches, the House-Senate
conferees quietly dropped the amendment,
on a technicality.
Historically, witch-hunters have concentrated their attacks not only on unconventional religions, but on women who have
been independent, powerful, and publicly
visible.
One such witch-hunt occurred
recently in California. This was a well-funded
right-wing campaign against the Chief Justice
of the California Supreme Court. She was a
feminist, well-educated, articulate, supportive
of the rights of women and oppressed
members of society, and both powerful and
visible.
Australia
•/ ^MBBBB^l^BM
ones who make money in business, without
assistance from women as wives. Furthermore, there is no recognition given to
women's efforts in marriage during the marriage (as opposed to at its end, by divorce).
Thus the Women's Electoral Lobby and more
recently the Feminist Legal Action Group
have lobbied for changes to the Marriage Act
1960 and the Family Law Act so that equal
rights to marital assets are recognised not
only at divorce, but right from the beginning.
This advance has yet to be achieved, but the
debate proceeds vigorously.
Feminist Activism
Before the 1960s many women's
groups and organisations existed in Australia
which lobbied for women's rights, some from
a conservative perspective, others from a traditional though reformist perspective, and
some from a more radical perspective. These
included the National Council of Women.
Councils of Action for Equal Pay, the Union of
Australian Women, the United Associations of
Women, the Women's Voting League and
many others. In the late 1960s Women's Liberation formed, and in 1972 the Women's
Electoral Lobby came into being. Later,
groups such as the Red Ferns and the Feminist Legal Action Group established themselves with varying degrees of success. Conservative groups such as the Women Lawyers
Associations managed to update themselves
by becoming more aware of contemporary
problems confronting women and more progressive ways of dealing with these issues.
The Women's Movement is not
monolithic. There have been vigorous debates
between various groups, and amongst the
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Rose Elizabeth Bird was under attack
for years. Finally, during the campaign of
1985-86, a combination of patriarchal politicians and naive anti-crime ("victims' rights")
groups, using TV ads and garnering conservative and sexist anti-Bird editorial support in
major newspapers, defeated her. On
November 4. 1986, Rose Bird, the first and
only woman on the California Supreme Court,
became the first Chief Justice to fail t o
retain her office. Two other Justices, accused
of being "Bird clones." also were defeated;
both men are "liberals"; one was the first
Hispanic Justice on the court, and the other
Justice is Jewish.
The attacks on Rose Bird were far
more intense than any attacks on "liberal"
males. She was attacked for: her glamorous
looks, her hairstyle, her vegetarian diet, her
feminist views, her administrative abilities,
her writing abilities, and even her mother's
style of raising her.
These are recent incidents of witchhunting that are encouraged by fear of powerful women and by ignorance of real Witchcraft and Witches.
My definition of "Witch" is a priestess
or priest of Wiccecraeft, skilled in healing and
psychic work and occult magic; a person able
to bend or reshape universal energies; or an

independent, uppity, powerful, or daring
woman.
I define a "feminist" as a female or
male who is female-centered or femaleoriented; or a person who is not prejudiced
against others because of their gender or sexual preferences; or anyone who, in a maledominated or patriarchal society, works
towards the political, economic, spiritual,
sexual, and social equality of women. For
other definitions of these terms, see A Feminist Dictionary, by Cheris Kramarae and Paula
A. Treichler.
Modern Witchcraft includes a variety
of denominations ("traditions"). The most
feminist of these is the Dianic tradition,
named for the Roman goddess Diana, woodland goddess of freedom, huntress, and
patroness of Witches. One branch of Dianic
Witchcraft includes women and men as practitioners, and honors the God (of Nature,
Love, etc.) as well as the Great Goddess.
Another branch is lesbian and separatist, refusing to acknowledge males either as practitioners or in the form of Deity (which may be
considered reverse sexism).
Some Witchcraft denominations often
have female leaders, and to an extent, honor
the Goddess. But others practice anti-women
sexism, and few Witchcraft practitioners of

groups themselves. One major debate has
arisen over the question of equal rights to
marital assets—probably because it is, ultimately, easier to deal with discrimination and
male selfishness in the public world of parliaments and paid employment, than with those
factors operating in our own private lives or
those of our sisters. Various groups have also
set up in opposition to feminist ideals and
ideology—including the oddly named Women
Who Want to be Women (what feminist
doesn't?!) and the Women's Action Alliance.
(Women Who Want to be Women—the "four
Ws" or "Wee Wees" as they are sometimes
known—have since translated themselves
into the Endeavor group—shades of the
Eagle Forum.)
Women in Australia sometimes despair at the chauvinism which is rampant in
the antipodes. Travelling overseas, one is
always met with such sympathy—Australian
men appear to have a poor image in the overseas Women's Movement. Yet that chauvinism has not prevented Australian women
from being in the forefront at times. New
Zealand, Australia's neighbour, is the only
country which preceded Australia in acceding
to women's demands for the vote. Some men
have also managed to overcome to some
degree their sexist conditioning and desire for
short-term advantage, by voting in Australian
parliaments for sex discrimination and equal
opportunity legislation, changes to rape laws
and divorce laws, the results of which have to
some degree improved the lot of women. The
Australian Labor Party, a political party which
in the past was regarded as a bastion of male
domination, has also adopted affirmative
action policies in regard to executive positions

within the political structure, and more
women than ever before in the history of
Australia now sit in Australian state and federal parliaments, upper and lower houses,
mainly as a result of women's activism within
the Labor Party (ALP). The conservative
parties—the National Party and the Liberal
Party—are less attuned—there are no
women holding shadow Ministries in conservative parties, as a general rule.
A major debate continues amongst
those who have adopted the separatist
approach to women's rights, and those who
have gone into the bureaucracy—commonly
known as "femocrats", and those who are
not separatist but have misgivings about the
incorporation of so many women into male
dominated and programmed structures. For
myself, I believe that the women's movement is far too respectable in Australia at the
moment, and it is high time we regained
some of the old enthusiasm and iconoclasm.
the energy and the humour which spurred us
on in the 1960s and 1970s. There is no going
back—but "respectability" never advanced
the women's cause in the past, and it certainly won't in the future.
Jocelynne A. Scutt. feminist lawyer and author, practices as
a barrister in Melbourne. Australia. A longtime activist in
the Australian Women's Movement. Dr. Scutt wrote the
Report on the Interpretation Act 1982. which resulted in
the government adopting the policy of wnting all legislation in non-sexist language and amending past legislation
to conform to this policy. She has written and/or edited
nine books on feminist issues.
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any denomination are overtly involved in feminist issues (though a portion are in peace or
ecology groups).
Witchcraft too often tends to speak
in male terms, to assume a greater importance for male deities and male spokespeople,
and to assume anti-feminist or anti-gay rights
stances.
During the past two decades, American feminists have changed much of the outward look of witchcraft. There are more
female leaders visible, and there is a great
deal more emphasis on Goddess culture. But,
despite the long human heritage of Goddess
worship around the world, and despite the
reality that European witch-hunts that lasted
for centuries were primarily directed against
women, contemporary Witchcraft includes
and accepts sexists, people who have conducted internal witch-hunts, and other kinds
of bigots.
Feminists involved in Witchcraft have
made a difference, however. The foundation
of Witchcraft is rooted in female power and
female concerns. Much can be learned from
Feminist Witchcraft that one can find useful
as a feminist.
Because Dianic Witchcraft emphasizes
the perception of universal creativity and
energy as feminine, as the Goddess, women
are thereby empowered as vital and important beings in the universe. So, it becomes
natural to assume that: women are creative
in all ways; woman are leaders; women have a
deciding voice in all that matters to them;
women are responsible for their actions;
women are able to communicate directly
with Deity (or universal energy or Nature);
and women have sexual freedom, reproductive rights, and the right to define their bodily lives.
When women and men believe this,
women's societal rights are seen as necessary,
not impossible or a nuisance. If women are
seen as central in the universe, then women's
socio-political issues also become central.
Individual feminists can find strength
in the knowledge that today, among many
kinds of Witches, especially Dianics, women
are assumed to be capable leaders, not inferiors. The feminist movement can find support for women's rights and women's leadership among Witches who accept as normal
female leadership in groups composed of
women or of women and men.
The feminist movement can also gain
adherents for women's reproductive rights
among Witches, and utilize Witchcraft
"theology" (theology of the Goddess) in support of abortion and childbirthing rights.
Many of the women persecuted, tortured,
and murdered on charges of "witchcraft" in
European witch-hunts were midwives and
healing physicans or scientists.
Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, in researching women's health issues,
f o u n d : " . . .The women's health movement
of today has ancient roots in the medieval
covens, and its opponents have as their
ancestors those who ruthlessly forced the

elimination of witches.. .First, witches are
accused of every conceivable sexual crime
against men. Quite simply, they are "accused"
of female sexuality. Second, they are accused
of having magical powers affecting health—of
harming, but also of healing. They were often
charged specifically with possessing medical
and obstetrical skills
The wise woman, or
witch, had a host of remedies which had been
tested in years of use. Many of the herbal
remedies developed by witches still have their
place in modern pharmacology. They had
pain-killers, digestive aids, and anti-inflammatory agents. They used ergot.. .Belladonna. . .Digitalis.. .the witch was an empiricist:
She relied on her senses rather than on faith
or doctrine, she believed in trial and error,
cause and effect... In short, her magic was
the science of her time."
Margot Edwards and Mary Waldorf,
researching American childbirth reform, also
found connections between witch-hunts and
the profession of midwifery: " . . . Midwives
practiced at the risk of their lives from the
late 15th century until well into the 17th.
when thousands of women were accused of
witchcraft and burned at the stake.. .As (the
midwife) went among her neighbors, dispensing herbs that could reduce a fever or stop a
hemorrhage, she represented a dangerously
independent and inquiring spirit, one likely to
incite resistance to authority. Midwives also
had ready access to material long believed
magical—umbilical cords, amniotic sacs, and
placentas.. .She might.. .perform
abortions..
Our 19th century foremothers also
were aware of the connection between witchhunts and women seeking rights for women.
In 1983, feminist theorist and suffrage leader Matilda Joslyn Gage wrote of the
Christian witch-hunts in Europe, which lasted
about 400 years and may have taken the
lives of as many as nine million women:
"Whatever the pretext made for witchcraft
persecution, we have abundant proof that the
so-called 'witch' was among the most profoundly scientific persons of the age. The
church having forbidden its offices and all
external methods of knowledge to woman,
was profoundly stirred with indignation at
her, having through her own wisdom penetrated into some of the most deeply subtle
secrets of nature.. .A vast amount of evidence exists, to show that the word witch
formerly signified a woman of superior
knowledge.. .The German word Heke. that
is. witch, primarly signified priestess, a wise
or superior woman who in a sylvan temple
worshipped those gods and goddesses that
together governed earth and heaven... In
reality the original meaning of "witch" was a
wise woman.. .The witch was in reality the
profoundest thinker, the most advanced
scientist of those ages
"
Today, Feminist Witchcraft offers a
variety of personal techniques of awareness
and change, utilized by healers and
priestesses.
Each human being has intuition, an

inner voice, a way of deciding quickly what is
right or wrong for oneself, and what to do
about it. Western culture denies the intuitive
judgment, and favors a rational, logical, statistical, or factual approach. Both intuition
and logic are necessary for a well-balanced life.
Feminist Witchcraft encourages the development of intuition as an effective part of
human life. My intuition has helped me stay
out of potentially dangerous situations, has
led me to teach myself to meditate and to
learn something about Yoga and T'ai Chi.
Feminist Witchcraft also offers positive ways to view and change body images.
Witches believe in self-blessings. Each of us is
seen as being part of divine energy, of the
Goddess and the God. And every part and
process of the human body is considered
sacred. So. one way to pray to the Goddess/
God is to bless one's self and the basic parts
of one's body.
Such beliefs and practices horrified
medieval and Renaissance Christian leaders,
who believed that the human body, especially
the female human body, was filthy, not
sacred—so witches' self-blessings were not
publicly shown or discussed. Today, a number
of books about modern Witches contain
examples of self-blessing rituals. Feminist
Witchcraft particularly encourages women to
see and touch the self as sacred and divine.
This practice, performed in a thoughtful and
responsible manner (the self is part of Nature,
not beyond accountability or responsibility),
can raise low self-esteem, create a feeling of
bonding with others, and raise awareness of
the special reality of being in a human body.
As I have learned to trust myself and
appreciate my body more, I have come to
respect the functions of my body. In blessing
my body, I learned that my flesh is really
alive, composed of living cells that do respond
to my needs.
I learned to bless the coming and
going of my monthly period of blood. And I
honored the Goddess in myself. "She who
bleeds, yet does not die."
Witchcraft often centers around
moon phases and seasonal (agricultural)
cycles. Feminist Witchcraft also focuses on
the cyclical patterns of our lives, the moon,
the sun, other stars, and the universe.
As I became more aware of my personal patterns, I grew more tolerant of my
need for solitude, for writing, and for periods
of fervent feminist political activity and meetings. I learned to balance more evenly the processes of giving and accepting love. And I
learned to do things I had always thought
were impossible for me to perceive the artist
in me. Cultural creativity—work educated to
the Muses and Pan—is encouraged in Feminist Witchcraft.
Witches are very interested in herbal
knowledge and in learning to heal—to heal
oneself, others, even the Earth. And many
Witches are in various kinds of healing professions or vocations.
Witches generally believe in reincarnation, in a cycle of life after life filled with
ottttnutdon
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learning. As I learned to see my life as one of
a number of lifetimes, I also learned not to be
afraid of death. I now see Death as brother to
the Goddess of Life and Love (as in the myth
of Ishtar and the Lord of Death), or Death as
the sister-self of the Goddess-on-Earth (as in
the Egyptian view of Nephthys below and Isis
above, or the Greek views of Persephone
underground and Demeteraboveground).
The knowledge of healing methods
can include not only ways to make life easier
and healthier, but also ways to ease the passing of life into death. Sometimes death is a
peaceful passage from one stage of existence
to another. In 1979, my 30-year-old brother
died of cancer. I priestessed him—counseling
him, sending him energy, advising him, sharing with him the psychic experiences that
often occur to the dying person. I aided my
brother to face death as a journey, neither
frightening nor extraordinary. I discovered
that many Americans don't know how to deal
with dying and death. Though many nurses
are aware of the needs of a dying person and
try hard to help, most of the doctors I contacted were unwilling or unable to deal personally with dying patients. The process of
dying is made much more painful for many
people in hospitals in this country.
When I perceive Death as brother to
the Goddess, I feel He is kind to Her daughters, and understanding and helpful to all who
need to pass on to her levels of being. When I
personify Death as sister to the Goddess, I
feel She welcomes Her children and renews
us, readies us for rebirth, and helps us learn in
harmony and peace. We are always moving
from living towards dying and beyond, as
trees and flowers in Nature move through
stages of existence and seeming (but only
temporary) nonexistence.
Feminist Witchcraft offers the feminist movement other helpful theological or
philosophical perceptions of life: the process
you use is as important as, or even more
important than, your goal; balance is important in the ways we live; the energy you send
out will return to you at least threefold
(whether the energy is in thought or deed);
learn to perceive the cycles of events (for
example, the Equal Rights Amendment will
not die, but efforts to place it into law go
through cycles that wane and then wax
forth); and human beings need the mystery
and security of identifying with Mother
Nature or Mother Earth.
Although modern Witchcraft reflects
some of the basic societal ills of our time, and
although many Witches today do not practice
all they preach, there is much that Feminist
Witchcraft offers to feminists and the feminist movement. If you are drawn to it, be
careful and don't check your principles or your
feminism at the gate. For those not so
inclined, there is still much to be learned from
Witchcraft about ourselves and our place in
Nature.

Ann Forfreedom, Feminist Witch and Priestess is publisher
of The Wise Woman, co-editor and publisher of Book of the
Goddess; lecturer on feminist issues, women's history and
Feminist Witchcraft.
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commitment. We figured we were married in
our eyes and in the eyes of God and we were
very much brought up to believe in the institution of marriage. Had we been allowed to,
we would have been married and then this
wouldn't be happening to us. My struggle
with "Can you be a Christian and be gay?"
has been a long struggle.
OTI: What do you believe now?
KT: I believe that the two are not
exclusive of each other. I believe there is
nothing in the Bible that condemns a committed, loving relationship.
OTI: Had you come out as a gay person before this?
KT: No. I came out nationally before I
came out to myself. I'd lived with Sharon for
years and only admitted that I happened to
fall in love with a human being because of
certain qualities or characteristics. I had never
admitted to myself that I was gay. So, I had
to work through all that after the accident. I
needed to come out to get support from
groups like the Minnesota Civil Liberties
Union, and rights advocates.
OTI: How has the publicity surrounding this case and your "coming out" affected
you professionally?
KT: I'm an Assistant Professor in the
Physical Education Department at St. Cloud
State University. Now, I'll also be doing some
teaching within the Human Relations
Department. The students and my peer group
who have responded have been extremely
supportive and so far I still have a full time
job there and I have not felt any stress.
OTI: Sharon's father is saying you
have a very negative effect on her.
KT: In every institution that Sharon's
been in. it's been documented by doctors,
nurses, physical therapists, and occupational
therapists that Sharon does things when I'm
in the room that she does at no other time.
Her whole level of alertness is different when
I'm around. A neurologist said that 1 function
as an effective therapist, that there's a special
chemistry there that he would do nothing as
a doctor to break. The only negative evidence
they have says that Sharon appears more
withdrawn, more depressed after I leave. I
don't deny that Sharon probably was upset.
Sharon has typed out and indicated to many
different people that she's afraid I'll never
come back. But then should I be kept away
from Sharon or should I be given more time
with her?
OTI: How long has it been since
you've been allowed to see her?
KT: Not since August 19, 1985.
OTI: What's her condition now?
KT: I don't know. This is the United
States and I'm not allowed to get any information on how she's doing. I cannot communicate with her in any way. I'll be arrested if I
step on the premises.
OTI: Who has told you that?
KT: The institution. Leisure Hills will
not let me in because the guardian, Sharon's
father, says I'm not allowed to visit her.
OTI: Even people on death row are
allowed visitors.
KT: Well, the MCLU said in one of

their briefs to the United btates supreme
Court that certainly the rights of the disabled
should be as vigorously represented in our
system as those of a criminal, and criminals
seem to have more rights than Sharon
Kowalski.
OTI: This is an extraordinary amount
of litigation. Where does the money come
from for all of this?
KT: My legal fees have been over
$95,000. I've paid about $12,000 out of my
own pocket in the last two years. I've been
pretty much stripped of any actual assets
that I have. The rest of the money has been
coming in through fundraising that's been
done locally and nationally.
OTI: Who've been the most supportive national groups?
KT: It's been a very humanizing,
humbling experience for me. The gay rights
groups were the first to offer me support.
The very groups I didn't want to be labeled
part of and that I was as homophobic about
as the straight population. And that's really
sad. I believed that Sharon and I were "normal", we weren't like "them", whatever
"them" is. Now, I've had the opportunity to
meet many "thems" and found out that
they're very much like us. It's been a real eyeopening experience.
OTI: You were not a feminist before
all this started? You were totally apolitical?
KT: That's right. I'm not proud to say
that. Feminists scared me to death. I thought
they were kind of radical. I bought into the
system's stereotype of what "feminist" is and
how it would be used against us and didn't
want to be one.
OTI: Do you see Sharon's case in any
way as a women's rights case.
KT: I do now. The thing worse than
being a woman, of course, is being a lesbian,
or being disabled. Sharon is all of the above,
so she has three strikes against her and I
hope it doesn't mean she's out.
OTI: Do you think if this was a heterosexual relationship with two unmarried people living together the same thing could
happen?
KT: First, if Sharon and I could have
been legally married, we would have been. It
was not our choice to not be married. However. I think probably it would be more
socially acceptable for an unmarried heterosexual couple to continue to have some sort
of relationship. But. I do feel that, depending
on circumstances, yes. they could be separated too. Because, again, they are also
unprotected. I think we can do some things
to help that.
OTI: Have any of the national feminist groups supported you?
KT: Not really. I don't want it sensationalized and I don't want it made strictly
into a gay rights issue, but I'm not embarrassed or afraid to admit it is a gay rights
issue.
As I understand more about issues
and causes I see that this issue is far bigger
than Sharon and I. And if through our case we
can somehow prevent other people from having to experience this, then maybe something
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good will have happened. But it's really
tough, and I don't want Sharon sacrificed. I
will give time for the rest of my life to different issues now. Someday I need to speak out
on nursing home reform. Right now my main
concern is to get Sharon the help she needs.
OTI: You think Sharon's rights to recover are being violated?
KT: I believe so. And her right to the
highest quality of life. What's a higher quality
life, being in a nursing home or at home?
And guardianship law says we should keep
these patients in as normal a situation as
possible.
By the way, one thing you can do to
protect your loved one in a nursing home is
to visit them frequently. Sharon got more
baths than anyone else because they knew I
was going to be there. She was washed when
she was incontinent. Other people werejust
whipped into clean clothes. It's a nightmare
to walk down a hallway and find people
strapped to wheelchairs tied to the wall.
You'll walk by them and they'll say "Somebody please take me to the bathroom." You
come back two hours later and they are sitting there in their own stool and urine and
they reek. The really sad thing is to find out
that they're ambulatory patients but there
isn't enough staffing to keep track of them
and they get lost if they move about. It's easier to keep them tied in the chairs.
And then you see the person who's
only cleaned up once a week when someone
is coming to visit. I've learned a lot. Understaffing is the main problem. Some nursing
homes, the private ones, are just trying to
Catholic lo
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make money. It's a nightmare and I don't
want Sharon there. And Sharon can be taken
care of more cheaply at home. Also, St. Cloud
has been voted one of the top 25 cities in the
nation for their handicapped services. So,
Sharon is moved to Hibbing—not even on
the list—for the convenience of the parents.
OTI: This goes far beyond you and
Sharon. You are implying that here, in this
country, there exists something similar to
Nazi Germany where a person can be institutionally committed and the key is just
thrown away.
KT: I wouldn't be at all suprised with
the AIDS issue they talk about isolating gays.
It was done in the United States before with
the Japanese, and history repeats itself. But
people like me have to get the blinders ripped
off to realize what's really happening.
I've received letters from all over the
country. It's really frightening to know so
many people have been in this type of situation. I see them on different levels. On one
level I feel their pain and wonder how many
others are going through this or have experienced it. On a different level though. I start
to get a little bit angry and to feel. "Why
didn't they fight it?" because if they had,
maybe Sharon and I wouldn't have to be
going through this now.
There are always choices. I have the
choice to do nothing. But I've got to go on
because if Sharon and I don't fight this, then
how many others will have to experience it
because we didn't? It's got to stop
somewhere.
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cumstances. Catholic social justice tradition,
for example, accepts as justified killing, capital
punishment, self defense, and so-called "just
wars".
In the case of nuclear war, the Roman
Catholic bishops are uncharacteristically humble in reserving to the conscience of legislators options regarding its regulation and use.
They note in their 1983 pastoral on war and
peace "distinct moral options coexist as legitimate expressions of Christian choice on
nuclear war!" This freedom they grant in a
situation we know would result in the death
of "post-born, innocent persons."
While there is doubt about the fetus
as person, there is surely no doubt about the
woman as person. We women are full
members of our Judeo-Christian communities
and secular society. The richness of our personhood andjustice will only be evident in
the church when our patriarchal leadership
recognizes us as moral agents and trusts us
as much as they trust Jesse Helms about
when and whether it is moral to bring new
life into the world. Perhaps they could start
by trusting us to make good decisions about
contraception. Up to now. the Roman
Catholic Church forbids all use of artificial
contraception.
Just as the Roman Catholic bishops
distrust women, they also seem to distrust
their fellow bishops in Protestant churches
and the rabbis in Jewish synagogues, for the
Roman Catholic bishops continue to seek legOn the Issues Vol. VIII

islation that violates the teachings on abortion of their interfaith colleagues.
The Roman Catholic bishops tell us
what they seek as law is the law of God not
just the law of the Roman Catholic Church.
Once again they slap their interfaith colleagues across the face with their special pipeline to God.
Our Roman Catholic bishops must
recognize that it is not their function to
impose their own private moral code on a
pluralistic society. Indeed the documents of
Vatican II prohibit them from doing so. The
Declaration on Religious Freedom adopted at
Vatican II instructed Catholics not to seek
legislation that would prevent people of other
faiths from fully and freely practicing their
religion. Even the church in the early centuries was able to distinguish between sectarian
and political good. St. Augustine and St.
Thomas Aquinas both found prostitution
morally repugnant, but felt that it should be
legalized for the greater good of the society.
St. Thomas Aquinas wryly but wisely suggested that a good legislator (perhaps even a
good bishop) should imitate God. who could
eliminate certain evils but does not do so for
the sake of the greater good. The greater
good is the good of a free society where conscience is not unduly constrained on complex
matters where good persons disagree.
Thus a Catholic who judges all abortions to be immoral may in good conscience
support the decision of Roe v. Wade, since

Frankfort
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last and always a writer, the assembled group
was treated to selections read from her own
works. A description of her childhood in Brooklyn illustrated vividly her rapier wit. Noting
that her family always had two grand pianos
but no car, she said "I like to think we were
the only family in Flatbush who were nouveau
poor and downwardly mobile." About dropping out of medical school she wrote "I
couldn't stand the sight of money."
For two decades that tiny. 50-year-old
woman had been the trail blazer of the
women's health movement. In our loneliness
we can hope a friend was prophetic when
declaring "she is in the cosmic flow, she's
within us and always will be."
Those wishing to make a contribution
to Ellen's memory can send donations to
Money for Women/Barbara Deming Memorial
Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 40-1043, Brooklyn,
11240-1043.
• * *

ON THE ISSUES Editors and Staff join Irene
Davall in grieving the incalculable loss of Ellen
Frankfort whose contributions to women's
health rights will never be forgotten.
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too intertwined for the Jewish Feminist in
this century.
One frequently hears, as a corroboration of the inferior status of women in Judaism, reference to the creation of Eve from
Adam's rib. Phyllis Trible's interpretation is
otherwise:
"Like man. woman owes her life solely
to God. For both of them, the origin of
life is a divine mystery.. .To call
woman 'Adam's rib' is to misread the
text, which states carefully and clearly
that the extracted bone required divine
labor to become female, a datum
scarcely designed to bolster the male
ego.. .The rib means solidarity and
equality. Adam recognizes this meaning
in a poem: 'This at last is the bone of
my bones/and flesh of my flesh.'"
In Jewish tradition, interpretation and
commentary on the text is paramount. It is
the river that runs through Jewish history.
Roberta Kalechofsky. a feminist, animal rights, civil
rights and peace activist and vegetanan helped
found and was an editor of Branching Out. Canada's first feminist magazine. She has published 16
books; written many books and articles; is an educator and lecturer. Roberta founded Micah Publications in 1975. We are pleased to welcome her as a
Contributing Editor of On the Issues.

that ruling is enabling rather than coercive. It
forces no one to have an abortion, while it
respects the moral freedom of those who
judge some or all abortions to be moral to
exercise that freedom.
Frances Kissling. President of Catholics for a Free Choice, is
a lifelong feminist and Catholic who has been active in the
women's health movement since 1970. She is co-author
(with the late Ellen Frankfort) of Rosie; The Investigation
of a Wrongful Death, and author of many articles on
Catholicism, feminism and choice.
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Cancer

the disease is on the increase, there probably
is no "epidemic". There is certainly, however,
an increase in the epidemic of fear associated
with the potential fatality of the disease, plus
the possible loss of a breast. Instead of fearing, women must demand mass screening.
They must insist on such procedures through
public health authorities as well as through
their own physicians. And if mass screening is
the means to save lives, women's groups
must be in the forefront to demand it as
their right.
The educational feature of mass
screening varies in different communities
with different ethnic groups and cultural
backgrounds. Awareness of the program
needs to be promoted. The centers for such
screening must be available and easily
accessible.
There are two potential benefits from
widespread mass screening: the possibility of
detecting an occult deadly cancer in a curable
stage, and the tremendous psychological
value in the reassurance that no disease is
present.
Theoretically, mass screening for
breast cancer should involve the presumably
well woman—without abnormal breast signs
or symptoms, which creates a dilemma. The

usual breast symptoms of a lump or lumps,
pain—diffused or localized—or nipple discharge, which would classify a woman as
"symptomatic", are present to some degree
in all women. The distinction between
"symptomatic" and "asymptomatic" is quite
blurred. Is the woman with premenstrual
swelling or pain of varying degree "asymptomatic"? Is the woman with a free nipple discharge "symptomatic" and the one with a
discharge on mild nipple squeeze "asymptomatic"? Perhaps it would be more reasonable
to consider all women not under a physician's
care for a breast problem as presumably well,
charge a low fee if possible and attract all
women at all economic levels. Possibly in that
way we could get aj[ women motivated to
accept or even demand mass screening for
breast cancer and save more lives in the
process.

Philip Strax. M.D.. Medical Director of the Guttman Breast
Diagnostic Institute in NYC is Clinical Professor. Oncology,
Miami University School of Medicine; Associate Clinical Professor. Community and Preventative Medicine. N.Y. Medical
College, lecturer, Environmental Medicine. N.Y.U School of
Medicine. He is a member of the Breast Cancer Task Force
of the National Cancer Institute and consultant on the
Breast Cancer Task Force of the American Cancer Society.

Stationery, cards, poetry, posters designed^
especially lor women. 75 page catalogue,
S3.50 U.S. currency. $3.50 refundable with
first order. MAIL ORDER. Free updates.
Retail/Wholesale welcome. Free product
delivery to businesses in S.F. Bay Area.
Selection continually grows!
Selection includes World Peace & Sealife
designs!
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GUIDELINES FOR THE USE OF
MAMMOGRAPHY BY THE
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY:
CONCURRED BY THE AMERICAN
COLLEGE OF RADIOLOGY AND THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
FAMILY PHYSICIANS.
1. Regardless of her age, all women
with signs and symptoms of
breast disease should have
mammography as well as physician examination as often and
whenever needed.
2. All women, whether symptomatic
or not. should have a base-line
mammogram between the ages
of 35 and 40.
3. All women between 40 and 50
should have a physical examination annually, and mammography
every one, or at most, every two
years.
4. All women over 50 should have
both a physical examination and
mammography every year.

PSYCHOTHERAPY
FOR WOMEN ONLY
Relationship & Eating Problems

Sandy Chernick CSW
718-459-4049
Offices in Greenwich Village & Forest Hills, Queens I

• NON-VIOLENT TOYS • UNIQUE STATIONERY <
design by Cynthea Porter

. OFFSET PRINTING
DIRECT MAIL ADVERTISING

35-30 36 STREET
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11106
718-729-8800

• ALL WOMON MADE ITEMS
• EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTION RIGHTS
• ALSO. WICCAN, NEW AGE. OCCULT,
METAPHYSICAL BOOKS & ITEMS
FOR FREE CATALOG,
P.O. BOX 50145, # C H
DIANIC
LONG BEACH, CA 9081 5-61 45
1-800-247-8903 OR 213 429-4802 (CALIF ONLY)
• FEMINIST BOOKS • NON-SEXIST. NON-RACIST CHILDREN'S BOOKS <

A n inspiring international
quarterly publication consisting of
% pages of the highest quality
women's literary and artistic
works. Each issue explores a theme
central to an'emerging planetary
woman's consciousness in a format
of interviews, articles, fiction,
poetry, photography, art, and
profiles of women of power.
Subscriptions $22. Single issue $6
plus SI postage.
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WE WANT OUR RIGHTS: CHOICES 1988
MONTH-AT-A-GLANCE, HANDY PURSE OR
POCKET SIZE 5" X 7 CALENDAR features all
those who have marched and demonstrated and
laid their lives on the line in their never-ending
battle to obtain or retain rights for all. women's
rights, civil rights, gay rights, rights of the disabled, seniors' rights, mothers' rights, environmental rights, rights of the homeless, animal
rights, abortion rights—and more. Each month
shows the birthdates of women who ha\e made a
difference and important events in women's progress toward hard-won equality: plenty of space is
left for your appointments and notations. Send
$3.50 to CHOICES Women's Medical Center.
Inc., 97-77 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 11374.

HAY T.JUDAISMII FEMINISM-JEWISH FOOD •

ISBN 0 931103-02 9 •

I9WI 336 pp
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SINISTER WISDOM BOOKS • p o box 1308c • Monlpeher VT 05602

FREE CATALOGUE! Books & tapes on women's
health issues including: eating disorders, alcoholism, co-dependency, drug addiction, etc. Plus free
pamphlets. For professionals, self-help, education, and wide interest. Send SASE to: Gurze
Catalogue (CH), Box 2238. Carlsbad, CA 92008.
GIOVANNI'S ROOM — Feminist, Lesbian and
Gay Men's books, magazines, records, etc. including the most complete selection on women's health
care, substance abuse, sexual abuse & domestic
violence. Call for catalogs & lists: 1-800-222-6996
or (215) 923-2960 (PA). Mail orders welcome.
10,000 WOMEN HAVE LEARNED COMPUTERS ARE REALLY EASY -they've read the
WOMEN'S COMPUTER LITERACY HANDBOOK by Deborah Brecher (258 pgs) To order
send S 10.95 to WCLC. POB 68, Jenner, CA 95450.
BIRTH CONTROL: FACTS . . . FICTION . . .
AND ESP—THE CHOICE IS YOURS examines
and evaluates all methods with special consideration to Effectiveness, Safety and the Personalities of individual users (ESP) and the
method best suited to each personality. Published
by CHOICES Women's Medical Center, Inc.
One-10 copies: $3.00 each; 10-25 copies: $2.50
each; over 25 copies: $2.00 each.

Dreams and
Shadows
224 8x11 pages printed on quality
vellum, featuring 50 new drawings
ample space for journal keeping

GOLDEN THREADS — a contact publication
for lesbians over 50 and women who love older
women. Dozens of self-descriptions. Nationwide/
international. Confidential. Self-addressed
stamped envelope for information. GOLDEN
THREADS. POB 2416, Quincy, MA 02269.

CARING FOR
OLDER PARENTS?
Our brochure will tell you how to:
• Obtain needed services
• Help parents maintain independence
• Avoid family stress
Send $3 for brochure to:

v

The Write Way
P.O. Box 110, Madison Square Station
New York, NY 10159
jm

The search is over! Get 20 percent off feminist
lesbian books from Y O U R . (Your Opportunity
for Unequaled Reading) Feminist Book Club.
Send $9.95 membership fee today and take 20
percent off all books on our bimonthly listings,
which we'll send along with Y O U R , membership card. No books mailed "on approval." You
order books (new and classics); we fill the order.
No minimum purchase required. Not convinced?
Send self-addressed, stamped envelope or visit our
retail store (closed Sundays, Mondays). Pandora
Book Peddlers, 68 W. Palisade Ave., Dept I-1,
Englewood, N.J. 07631; telephone: (201) 894-5404.
Women I'nder the Knife — Startling—expose of
medical mistreatment of women—must reading
for every woman- yours free with subscription to
Nutrition Health Review, The Consumer's Medical Journal, only $12.00 for eight quarterly issues,
NHR Box #1378-0, New York City. New York
10156.
WOMEN MEAN BUSINESS. . . USE THE
WOMEN'S YELLOW PAGES. For listings of
women-owned businesses and services in your
area or to list your business contact: The National
Association of Women's Yellow Pages, POB 66093.
Los Angeles, CA 90066. (213) 398-5761.

To order: send 17 95 + 2.00 po^tnge to
Sudie Rakusm/Jmirn.-il T O Rox W
Brooke, VA 22430
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H I MANSPACE BOOKS - 1617 N 32nd St.,
Phoenix. AZ 85008. Ask for our free mail-order
booklist. Major collections: feminist, gay/lesbian.
New Age.
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WIN NEWS IS AN OPEN PARTICIPATORY
QUARTERLY BY. FOR AND ABOUT WOMEN
REPORTS ON
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBEI

PLEASE SUBSCRIBE 4 PARTICIPATE! FOR INFO CONTACT
187 GRANT ST LEXINGTON, MASS. 02173 (617) 862-9431

Why is VEGETARIANISM good for you, animals
and our environment? Free information. Send
$l for postage and handling to North American
Vegetarian Society, Box 72C, Dolgeville, NY
13329. Vegetarian cookbooklet with over 75 tasty
recipes. Just $1.50 postpaid. NAVS, Box 72C,
Dolgeville, NY 13329.
THE CHILDBIRTH PICTVRE BOOK (CBPB) A
Picture Story of Reproduction from a Woman's
View by Fran P. Hosken/Pictures: Marcia Williams. Including TEXT, DISCUSSION GUIDE,
GLOSSARY, RESOURCES. The BASIC CBPB
with USA Reading List/Resources. The UNIVERSAL CBPB: English/French/Spanish/Arabic—for Community Health Workers Worldwide. Also available CBPB Color Slides/Flip
Charts. CBPB List Price $7.00/one sample $4.00.

Order from: WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK 187 Grant St., Lexington MA 02173.
WHAT IS HEALTH? WHAT IS DISEASE?
Harmony, peace & power of healing lie within
each of us. LEARN TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS FOR HEALTH! For sample copy of our
journal send $1.00 to: Natural Hygiene, Inc., POB
2I32-O1, Huntington, CT 06484.
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1988 Peace Calendar
Twelve months of colorful, challenging images by
progressive artists. $10 70 ppd. From Syracuse
Cultural Workers, Box 6367-E, Syracuse, NY
13217 (315) 474-1132 Color catalog, SI. New
women's and lesbian/gay posters and cards.

CLOTHING
AT LAST! Work clothes, gloves & boots for hardworking women. Free brochure. WorkAbles for
Women, 3 Oak Valley, Clinton, PA 15026-0214
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COUNSELING SERVICES
CHANDLER, ANNE M., C.S.W. Psychotherapy—Counseling Couples, Families, Individuals,
Children—9 Centre St., Hempstead, NY 11550,
(516)538-3322.

EDUCATION
WISE WOMAN CENTER—HERBAL MEDICINE Workshops and apprenticeships. Free
brochure. POB 64, Woodstock, NY 12498.
New York Feminist Art Institute/Women's Center
for Learning. Believing that all the arts are linked
and bonded to social politics, NYFAI is unique in
enhancing education in the visual arts by the inclusion of other art forms and significant social issues.
Please contact us for our schedule of innovative
classes, workshops and events: 91 Franklin Street,
New York 10013. (212) 219-9590.

THE NEW YORK CENTER FOR
EATING DISORDERS
offers a series of self help tapes by mail.
A) Breaking O u t of a Binge
B) Freedom from Isolating with Food
C) Overcoming the Fear of Success in
Resolving an Eating Problem

Each tape: $15. Specialized therapy for
emotional eaters is also offered.
NYCED
490 Third Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718) 788-6986
IOANN IOULAN
author of "IESMAN SEX" and "LESIIAN rASSION" (Sept )
announces the fall release of

THE LESBIAN SEXUALITY
LECTURE SERIES
•c live recordings capture the energy and
spontaneity of |oAnn s approach to Lesbian
Sexuality — Easily the most engaging and
humorous presentation of Important
nformatlon relevant (o every Lesbian's life
oday Cassette only.
#101 "LesbUns, CEIV, AID* & S«fe Sex" 9 . 9 5 |
#102 "Incest Swvlvon'7'Pvtnm of
Incest Survivors" 12.95
IVIO9 "fanning the Flames lor Couples"/
"Healing the Child WltMn" 12.95
Available at Women's 8. Progressive Bookstores or mall-order fr<
LOULAN PRODUCTIONS — 1450 6th St.. Berkeley. CA 94710
Please add 75 each P/H. CA residents also add 7% sales tax

FILMS/FILM GI IDES
FIGHT ANTI-CHOICERS WITH KNOWLEDGE. "Abortion: A Different Light", produced by Merle Hoffman in 1982, explores the
ethical, religious, political and sociological aspects
of abortion with honesty and candor. Seven
former abortion patients tell their stories movingly and honestly; pro-choice activists and attorneys are interviewed in depth; anti-choicers also
are given a chance to air their views. This video
puts the focus of the abortion issue where it
belongs—on women. Available in Beta, VHS or
3
A" cassettes S35O purchase, $75 rental. Costs will
be waived for fledgling or struggling feminist
organizations but $25 to cover postage and han-
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dling must be remitted. CHOICES. 97-77 Queens
Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 11374. (718)275-6020, Ext.
467.
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS FILM GUIDE: A
directory of the sixty (60) best films, videotapes &
slide shows on issues related to reproductive rights
& reproductive health. Includes media on birth
control, abortion, child care, single mothers, gay
sexuality & the attacks on women's rights (24
pages) $5.00. Media Network, 121 Fulton St., 5th
fl., NYC 10038,(212)619-3455.

LEGAL/FINANCIAL SERVICES
Queens Attorney/Helen Gregory; Financial Consultant/Nkechiela Cruise ALL LEGAL & BUSINESS MATTERS 161-10 Jamaica Ave., Ste.
415 Jamaica, NY 11432 (718) 657-0660.

MEDICAL SUPPLIERS

SERVICES
Congratulations to On the Issues for a consistently fine
publication.
Apple Linen Service, Inc.
Complete linen supply to the medical profession.
155-45 Linden Blvd.. Jamaica, N Y 11434

(718)659-4990

TRAVEL
HAWK, I'M YOUR SISTER: Women's wilderness canoeing year 'round, nationwide. Guided,
outfitted, excellent instruction, great food. P.O.
Box 9109-1, Santa Fe, NM 87504. (505) 9842268.

Muriel Segal Travel
98-69 Queens Blvd.
Forest Hills, NY 11374
"Your Vacation is our Vocation'
718-263-4577

LIFEMED INC.

WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS

Medical Equipment
2301 65th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11204
718-998-3116

THE WOMEN'S OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
RESOURCE CENTER. The onl> national organization speaking directly to the health and safety
needs of working women. Kor info on memberships and subscriptions to WOHRC NEWS quarterly contact: WOHRC. 117 St. John's Place,
Brooklyn, \ Y 11217,(718)230-8822.

We honor On the Issues and CHOICES for
their promotion of the best health care for
women.
HYBRITECH, INC.
11095 Torreyana Rd., POB 269006
San Diego, CA 92121

PRODUCTS
Free "I read books by women" bookmark from
Clothespin Fever Press. 5529 N. Figueroa, Los
Angeles. CA 90042.
Opposed to animal suffering? This ad is for you!
Buy top-quality cosmetics, personal care, first aid
and household cleaners not tested on animals, no
animal ingredients. Reasonably priced, fully guaranteed. Send today for free brochure. Sunrise
Lane, Dept. C9, 780 Greenwich St., NYC I00I4.

We wish continued success to On the
Issues in its goal to create a better world
for all.
Gold Brand Food Products, Inc.
37 Montrose Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11206
SMOOTH S K I N . . . not oily, odorless; under
makeup or before bed. Ends dry flaky skin &
scalp. 1 oz. - $4.00. K.SA Jojoba, 19025-OT Parthenia. Northridge. CA 91324.
Bouquets to On the Issues for its excellence and to
CHOICES Women's Medical Center, Inc. for publishing
it.
Royal Garden Florist Corp.
99-15 Queens Blvd.
Forest Hills, NY 11374

718-459-6333

From the co-authors of
THE NEW OUR BODIES,
OURSELVES
Selected health information packets on
topics such as smoking, childbirth, poli'ics of abortion, weight and eating disorders, birth control, and international
issues
Send for list:
Boston Women's Health Book
Collective
47 Nichols Ave.
Watertown, MA 02172
617-924-0271
HERPES BOOKLET - 30 page illustrated work
on genital herpes, discusses cause, description,
treatment and psycho-social issues. $4. Santa
Cruz Women's Health Center, 250 Locust St.,
Santa Cruz, CA 95060. Bulk rates, other titles
available.
THE WOMEN'S ACTION ALLIANCE
BOOKS,

MAGAZINES, A JOURNAL,

P H O T O S , A N D RE-

SOURCE MATERIALS ON SEX EQUITY IN EDUCATION —
COMPUTERS FOR GIRLS, NONTRADITIONAL OCCUPATIONS FOR WOMEN, NON-SEXIST CHILDREARING. SEXFAIR CLASSROOMS IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. AND
MUCH MORE. FORTHCOMING: BRIEFING PAPERS ON
ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE TO WOMEN. FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION WRITE: CATALOG DEPT., THE WOMEN'S
ACTION ALLIANCE. 37O
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WRITERS' ORGANIZATIONS
The International Women's Writing Guild is a
network open to all women regardless of previous
professional accomplishments. For futher information about IWWG's network, conferences,
retreats and member bonuses contact: IWWG,
POB 810, Gracie Station, NY 10028, (212) 7377536.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Won't you help us? We are trying to establish a demographic profile of On the Issues readers. There is no need
to identify yourself, and we would appreciate your taking a few minutes of time from your busy schedule to fill
out the following questionnaire. You know us — please help us to know you.
Sex:
Occupation:
Marital Status:

M

Age:

Single _
Married
Living with Mate
Divorced
Widowed
Highest Educational Level: High School
Some College
Graduate
Post Graduate
Yearly Income:
Under $10,000
$10,000420,000
$20,000-$40,000
. Over $40,000 _
Do You Own Your Own Home or Apartment:
Do You Live With Others: Mate
Children
Parents
Other
Do You Subscribe to On the Issues:
How Many Volumes Have You Received:
How Many Readers Per Copy:
Do You Save Back Issues:
Do You Use On the Issues for Reference Material: .
What Other Publications Do You Regularly Read:

Do You Participate In Political Demonstrations: Sometimes
With What Issues Are You Involved (check as many as applicable):
Health
Social
Political
Ecological _
Other (specify)
Peace
Animal Rights

Always

Never

Feminist

Have You Addressed a Public Meeting or Written To An Elected Official This Past Year:
Have You Made A Financial Contribution To A Cause or Organization This Past Year:
Approximately How Many Of The Following Do You Purchase Per Year:
Books
Periodicals
Health Foods
Vitamins
Craft Items
Do You Travel Frequently:
Thank you for your help. This is a self-mailer — please fold, staple or tape edge and affix postage or send in
envelope to: On the Issues, 97-77 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 11374. In appreciation, if you wish to
include your name and address, we will send you our 1988 Month-At-A-Glance Pocket Calendar featuring
rights activists and information on women who have made a difference in improving the lives of all women.
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Manhattan Medical Group, RC,
New York's Most Comprehensive Multispecialty Group Practice

IS

gratified and rewarded in its association with

Choices
Women's Medical Center, Inc.

We have been enlightened and inspired by its
courageous and outspoken leadership in the cause of feminism
and its steadfast refusal to compromise
on the quality of health care for women.
We are proud to stand together with Choices

ON'
Martin Gold, MD
Medical Director
Manhattan Medical Group, PC.

Since 1971
Merle Hoffman, Founder/President

Run BY women FOR women
A N.Y State licensed facility

Choices
Women's Medical Center Inc.

The highest quality medical treatment in a positive, supportive and educational
environment. We make feminist concepts a reality.
All Women's Reproductive and Gynecological Services including Sonogrgpjhy.
At CHOICES all patients are encouraged to practice "Patient Power", a participatory
approach to healthcare, conceived and instituted by Merle Hoffman.

Patient Power
1. Patient Power is the right to question your doctor.
2. Patient Power is not being intimidated by the medical
establishment.
3. Patient Power Is making medicine work for you.
4. Patient Power is knowledge of the power of your own will to health.
5. Patient Power is awareness of available medical choices.
6. Patient Power is assertive questioning of the medical system.
Medicaid

Blue Cross

1199

7. Patient Power is knowing all your options.
8. Patient Power is being informed of your rights and
responsibilities.
9. Patient Power is comparison shopping for doctors and drugs.
10. Patient Power is being a n informed consumer.
11. Patient Power is integrity and responsibility.
12. Patient Power is a discipline of self awareness.
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

Open Mon. - Sat.

718/275-6020
97-77 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y. 11374

Choices
Women's Medical Center. Inc.
97-77 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

(718) 275-6020
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