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"Where are your troops, Hoffman?"
The question came at me from left field. It was
raining, cold and very early in the morning. I was
standing behind a police barricade on East 85th
Street in New York City with 50 other pro-choice
activists. We were counter demonstrating against
"Operation Rescue", the recent right-wing
evangelical invasion of this country's abortion
clinics when these words came into my auditory
field.
I turned to face my questioner. Middle-aged,
white male, polyester suit, fetal feet button—in all,
a good soldier of the Lord.
"Where are your troops?"
I looked past him towards the small band of
feminist activists, chanting and intense; beyond the
500 or so kneeling praying "rescuers"; past the
police, the press, the passersby and thought about
his question.
Had he read my mind?
Where were my troops? Where were the troops?
This was, after all, no armchair intellectual
dialogue, no ideological conference, no routine
march and rally—this was an all out military
maneuver—a direct confrontation and I and "my
troops" appeared sadly outnumbered.
Eighty-fifth Street was a moment frozen in time.
The small two-story abortion clinic under attack
was situated between 3rd and Lexington Avenues.
As the drama unfolded, business as usual went on
on the avenues. Dogs got walked, some people
shopped, some stopped to chat, others rushed on
to work. All going about their daily routines as if
a war was not happening in front of them. It made
me think of those documentaries of the Second
World War narrated by Sir Laurence Olivier—
where two separate realities existed side by side in
a surrealistic montage; mass executions in fields
filled with gently swaying yellow flowers.
Some passersby did stop to offer support—an
older woman and a few youths from a nearby
private school; however, to most of them the invasion was just another New York vignette, another
"bread and circus", one more type of street entertainment for the masses.
Being at the barricades during "Operation
Rescue" gave new meaning to the words "front
lines".
I certainly was no stranger to theoretical and
political battles, but the pressing reality of hundreds

of nightsticks, sawhorses being shoved into my
face, the mounting tension of the crowds around
me and the palpable smell of danger—was
something quite different from anything I had ever
experienced.
"Where are your troops, Hoffman?"
My questioner had verbalized one of my private
intellectual dialogues. But really not so private—
after all, the question of just where the feminist
movement is now, where the feminist movement
is going and is the feminist movement alive or dead,
ad infinitum—has become the intellectual staple,
the core issue around which media, feminists,
politicians and anyone who feels like it can instantly
pontificate.
Of course my "rescuer" had a far more literal
interpretation of this question in mind. He was
merely counting heads.
Very often the anti-choice movement is rightly
criticized for being authoritarian, anti-egalitarian,
regressive, repressive, religious, etc.—All in all,
un-liberal, unintellectual, and, indeed, their
literature summoning people to New York City
stated that "Operation Rescue" could be the beginning of a righteous, peaceful uprising of Godfearing people across the country that will 'inspire'
politicians to correct man's law, and make 'child
killing' illegal again. Standing for America's
children means you are ultimately standing for your
future, your freedom and the very survival of
America."
In New York, "Operation Rescue" chose as its
battlefront small, unprotected doctors' offices
rather than large well-known (and well-prepared)
facilities. Unwilling to face a strong opposition in
terms of dealing with the highly secure sites of the
major clinics, rescuers belied their strong words
with acts of cowardice and attempted to kill flies
with cannons. Considering that every day in New
York City alone there are thousands of women who
terminate their pregnancies at any one of at least
100 providers, "Operation Rescue's" claim that
they "saved hundreds of babies from death" was
more than slightly exaggerated.
While the actions of "Operation Rescue" seemed
to be geared more at getting favorable media attention (in which they succeeded) rather than waging a truly serious battle for a revolutionary uprising of the righteous, the participants did, in fact,
appear to share a transcendent unifying purpose—
that of expressing what they believe to be God's
will on earth: fetal rights. For the fanatical antichoice activists, this included illegally blocking entrances to abortion clinics so that women would be
denied access to constitutionally guaranteed
medical services and continually harassing patients
by verbal attacks such as screaming "Please don't
kill your baby".
Trying to publicly project the image of a groundswell of pious people against abortion through the
media, "rescuers" stated they were following in
the footsteps of Ghandi and Martin Luther King Jr.
The "rescuers'" attempt at comparing the "rightto-life movement" (with their agenda of compulsory pregnancy and control over women's
reproductive rights) to the great civil rights struggle seems to be an intellectual anathema at best and
an obscenity at worst. Indeed, these "Ghandi
disciples" are the people who publicly brag that the

1

rate of abortion complications goes up when there
are anti-abortion demonstrations outside a facility. Obviously, to "Operation Rescuers", women
play the role of being merely inconvenient civilians
who just happen to be incubating the real victims
(fetuses) in the Holy War that they have conceptualized and evolved.
However, it is important to note that during the
reign of Reagan, "double-think" became the accepted form of social and political reality. Nuclear
missiles were "peacekeepers", ketchup was "a
vegetable" and all Americans were " better off
than they were" some time in the past. This
"Kafkaesque" tactic of obscuring truth with
pseudo-truth was actively appropriated by much of
the local and national press which gave "Operation Rescue" and its participants a great deal of
coverage and, sometimes, positive reviews. James
Buchanan, a dedicated Reagan propagandist, went
so far as to describe Joan Andrews, an imprisoned terrorist "rescuer", as a "Prisoner of conscience" (N.Y. Post, July 2, 1988). Reagan
himself has shown his disregard of the laws of this
country by meeting personally with Joseph
Scheidler, the strategic architect of "Operation
Rescue'', and publicly praising the activities of the
"right-to-life" movement.
The New York City Police, many of whom
seemed to be naturally inclined to "Operation
Rescue's" philosophy, were also caught up in the
fantasy. Pursuing a policy of "selective enforcement", police treated the blockaders with kid
gloves, including the use of stretchers to take protesters away gently (as opposed to dragging them
as they have civil rights and women's rights activists), issuing desk tickets and releasing "Operation Rescue" "prisoners of war" soon afterwards,
allowing them to return to the blockade site once
again.
This treatment was in marked contrast to that
given pro-choice activists who were pushed, pummelled and herded into small areas behind barricades, and especially to the rough handling of two
pro-choice men who were arrested. Unlike "O. R."
participants, the pro-choice activists were booked,
put through the system and held in jail overnight.
It took an intense and pressured meeting with Police
Commissioner Benjamin Ward to publicly shame
the police into upholding the law and insuring
women's access to constitutionally-protected
medical treatment.
The conduct of the New York City Police was
typical of what has happened across the country
where the police have not enforced the law—have
not protected women's constitutional rights but, instead, have allied with and supported the antiabortionists as part of "just doing their job".
Given the reality of the central strategic importance of reproductive freedom in women's lives and
in an overall feminist agenda, and considering the
reality of the increasingly dangerous and violent activities of the anti-choice movement (along with the
increasing numbers of their apologists in the press
and supporters among the police) it becomes obvious that feminists must wage their battles in the
unreal, illusory world of the electronic and print
media as well as the real world of the courts and
streets.

Sunday Magazine entitled "When Feminism
Failed" by Mary Anne Dolan (June 26, 1988). The
"fait a compli" of the title alone alerted me to
potential negative propaganda. I was not
disappointed.
The author, a past editor of the Los Angeles
Herald Examiner, writes about her pain and disappointment with feminism that sprang from her experience of working with a group of women whom
she had hired and groomed as managers. Dolan
writes that she expected the "promise" of the
Women's Movement to be fulfilled at work. That
"promise" included "thejoint belonging to us, being a family", generating "respect between male
and female" which would, in turn, create an environment where "we would have honest conflict
and competition, but also compromise and consensus and therefore success".
Mary Anne Dolan, in fact, found only one
woman that she appointed was able to achieve the
"heights" that Betty Friedan wrote about in The
Second Stage where she described the point where
women learned to "compete, not as a woman or
a man, but as a human being". Apparently,
feminism is now being defined as a state where
women are the ultimate competitors. Dolan then
goes on to describe how women in power positions
took on the very worst attributes of the men in
power.
Reading this piece, I became acutely aware of
a particular brand of intellectual analysis that
reflects a masculinized sensibility parading as
feminism. I was also aware that the author was not
tion takes the form of "absencing", the alone in her convictions. Indeed, I have been privy
phenomenon of attempting to totally obliterate the and part of many conversations, at both political
female presence in the mass media.
meetings and cocktail parties, which focused on
This "absencing" phenomenon was very much how really terrible these women in power had
in place during "Operation Rescue", where the become—how difficult it was to work with them,
organized, concentrated and effective activities of how women couldn't work together, how there was
the pro-choicers were either totally ignored or given a rising and increasingly obvious problem with
short shrift in all the main-stream (including women's inhumanity to women etc., etc.
"Liberal") press. In New York, Newsday was the
Personally, I am acutely aware of problems faconly paper that attempted, and often succeeded in, ing women in power—on a practical, political and
giving the pro-choice participants fair and accurate personal level—problems with politics, with theory
coverage.
and practice, with personal growth and with
"Operation Rescue" had succeeded in abstract- managing the tension that comes from wanting to
ing and masculinizing the struggle—noble, pious succeed in the marketplace while being politically
men trying to save unborn babies' lives while pro- correct and psychologically healthy at the same
choice forces became the generic "female"— time. The tension that comes from balancing one's
dangerous, assertive, selfish, shrill—forces that had inner reality with the socially controlled and defined
to be eliminated (annihilated) if only, at this point, one set out for us...
by paper tigers in the press.
However, it is a grave error to judge the success
'' Representation of the world'' writes Simone de or failure of the feminist movement by the stanBeauvoir, "like the world itself, is the work of dards of the workplace or the personalities of
men; they describe it from their own point of view specific individuals within it. In order even to begin
which they confuse with absolute truth."
to analyze whether or not a particular movement
This can be translated into the old saying that "if or social vision has succeeded or failed it has to exit's not in the New York Times it doesn't exist" or ist as a living phenomenon in the real world, not
the Times' own slogan in which they say they print merely as an intellectual or political abstraction. We
"all the news that's fit to print".
cannot assume that anything approximating a
De Beauvoir's is a central truth; however she feminist social or political reality exists. In a very
neglects to extrapolate to the extraordinary effects real sense, feminists today—in this time and
of cultural conditioning that give rise to women place—are exiles, exiles from a vision of what we
who describe themselves as feminists, yet buy in- dream a feminist society should be.
to the male point of view and see the world through
And there is a vision out there, a transcendent
male glasses. This phenomenon is its own type of purpose and dream that makes up the stuff of what
"symbolic annihilation". A case in point:
feminism really is. The edges may be a little
The New York Times published an article in their cloudy, as all visions are, and individual feminists
These battles must also be fought within
ourselves as we struggle to differentiate objective
reality from a media-created world.
Sociologist Gaye Tuchman has used the term
"symbolic annihilation" to describe the general
treatment of women in the media. Expressions of
this treatment include women being projected into images that are evil, manipulative, stupid and
stereotypic. The most insidious type of annihila-

"These 'Ghandi disciples' are the people
who publicly brag that
the rate of abortion
complications goes up
when there are antiabortion demonstrations outside a facility."

may be hard put to collectively articulate it, but it
does exist. This feminist vision includes a nondiminished reality—one that does not define success or power purely in cognitive or behavioral
terms. One that envisions a world beyond the pages
of the New York Times. One that does not use
"tokenism" as a measure of feminism.
The problem with the vision is that it is obscured
by stereotypic individual and corporate definitions
of success.
Feminists today live in an intellectual and
spiritual diaspora, recognizing each other in the
book review pages, in intellectual journals, on the
streets, at marches and rallies and in the eyes of the
troops.
Who are the troops ?
Coming out of the Reagan years there are many
weary warriors. Veterans of the continuing abortion wars, the battered, raped, bruised, alienated,
depressed, enraged and those who search for meaning. Then, there are also the more competitive arrogant seekers of power, the determined, the "successful", the disengaged buyers of the "me first
and only" ideology. In a world where children are
bought and sold, animals are patented and the rights
of the individual to achieve self-actualization
elevated to a level of near-religious absolutism, expecting secular feminism and feminists themselves
to be radically different, above and beyond the
norm, is not only unrealistic—it is dangerously
foolhardy and gives rise to a politic of symbolic
' 'self annihilation".
The conditioning of the competitive American
marketplace, with which we all have been inculcated, has money, status and power as the
transcendent unifying values. In fact, the primal
bureaucratic gender separation of the pink and blue
blankets in the hospital is truly secondary to the unifying and supremely egalitarian God of Profit that
men and women alike must serve. The terms of this
service are explicit and powerful. They can be
found in every major social institution from schools
to churches and are expanded and continually
developed through the images in the media. We are
taught very early and carefully just what is important in life. Indeed, these lessons are far from lost
on women, for it is through much of our role as
teacher and mother that the lessons are passed on
from generation to generation.
Women cannot be expected to be exempt from
the cultural norms of plenty, prosperity, competitiveness, individuality and material success. Indeed, we are often more heavily conditioned to conform to them, either through the traditional vehicle
of marriage or, more recently, as players in the big
leagues of Corporate America. To insist that individual women are totally responsible for their
political shortcomings or lack of revolutionary
perfection is to dismiss and/or deny the continuing and massive impact of the conditioning of the
dominant culture on all our lives. Once women attain positions of power, is it reasonable to expect
them to immediately transcend all they have been
taught and conditioned to be as "good girls" and
"good Americans"? Is it reasonable to assume that
they will, on an individual and collective basis,
discard everything they have been taught to work
for and desire as what society considers a

measure of success?
Because consciousness raising did not produce
the ultimate androgynous manager—is this the
failure of feminism? The question, of course, remains whether or not the goals of feminism itself
(egalitarian, humanistic, revolutionary, visionary,
empathetic) are antithetical to any corporately
defined idea and/or ideal of success. This is not to
say that great things should not be asked and

" . . .The separation of the
pink and blue blankets
in the hospital is truly
secondary to the unifying and supremely
egalitarian God of Profit that men and women
alike must serve."

demanded of feminists and the feminist movement,
only that we must recognize personal and political
limitations, and have the wisdom to appreciate
reality as a process.
Dolan goes on in her article to quote Mary Fleming who, at a conference at the University of
Southern California, poses the question: "We talk
a lot about women gaining access to the male
world's money—is that what we want? Didn't we
want to re-define the terrain, figure out a way to
help man to be more genteel, more gentle? What
I worry about is that along with making the breakthroughs we are acceeding to the styles of male
behaviour."
Fleming's and Dolan's shared concerns were—
are—that women were just not being the good, nurturant girls that all the notions of collectivity and
sisterhood should have produced.
Dolan's viewpoint incorporates an insidious sexism, the kind that is akin to old-style racism, where
Blacks were told that if they reached positions of
power they better be "good niggers" because their
performances reflected on the entire Black community. Similarly, because Dolan's experience
with female managers was less than optimum, she
concludes that this reflected the failure of an entire Movement.
Dolan is right to be concerned about the level of
male behaviour patterns in executive women, but
she is wrong to conclude from this that feminism
per se has failed. Do we judge the success or failure
of other revolutionary or progressive movements
by the attitudes and behavior patterns of its participants in a work environment? Dolan goes even
further and questions the ' 'legacy" of the Women's

Movement. To use this work is to assume as a matter of fact that the Movement is dead. This is not
only a prime example of symbolic annihilation—
it is pure and unadulterated gynecide—but in this
case it is the entire Women's Movement itself that
is being killed.
Feminism is not a popularity contest, nor is it a
style of management. In its purely ideological form
it deals with the transformation of society, which
is a monumental task, and one that will take many
committed generations to accomplish.
It is a movement and a vision in its inception—
burgeoning, growing, forming and formulating—it
is slowly coming into the light. Dolan's pronouncement is not only an obituary, it is an attempt at
political and spiritual infanticide.
Fortunately, real ideas and truths don't die that
easily, as many dictatorships and repressive
ideologies continue to find out.
I contend that by putting out unrealistic, basically
unachievable goals, the feminist movement is first
defined, then judged, improperly—and the reason
why it is continually pronounced as failing or dead
may be because the wrong questions are being asked based on the wrong assumptions.
Both Dolan and the questioning "Rescuer" play
the same game of symbolic annihilation based on
the premises of "double think". The "Rescuer's"
entire political, philosophical and religious orientation leads him to "absence" women as anything
but incubators for fetuses, while Dolan's vision is
clouded by the set of glasses she has put on.
Looking through the "Rescuer's" eyes we might
agree that the pro-choice forces were
outnumbered—that the right wing was winning—
that is, you might think that if you didn't remember
that my "troops" could be numbered in the
millions in this particular battle.
Every year, there are hundreds of thousands of
women who make the decision of abortion and act
on it—they make this decision in the context of their
families and friends and they continually vote in the
millions for political candidates that express the
pro-choice position.
Every year polls are taken that prove the vast majority of Americans believe in a woman's right to
choose.
And, throughout this country, every time there
is a demonstration against a clinic, there are
people—mainly women, but some men too—who
attempt to guard the doors, who guide and protect
the women going inside, who put their own lives
on the line with no vested interest but their own
dedication and conviction that women have the
moral and constitutional right to choose whether
or not to be mothers.
Looking through the eyes of Mary Dolan, we are
mourners at a funeral—lamenting the death of a
movement, the death of a dream...
We would indeed all be in black, that is if we
hadn't seen the light—the flashes of hope and anxiety that come with beginnings and the births of visions. The light of recognition in millions of
women's eyes when they begin to see their way
clear to becoming part of that light.
These then are the troops in this battle. They
are everywhere, and they are far from outnumbered!
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LONG WAY
"POOR, POWERLESS
AND PREGNANT"
Despite the fact that in Sweden 35 percent of the
seats in Parliament are held by women, the status
of women in Sweden didn't receive an "excellent"
rating in the study of 100 countries released by the
Population Crisis Committee in June. However,
Sweden did lead the "very good" section, followed
by Finland, the U.S., East Germany, Norway,
Canada and Denmark. Bangladesh followed a distant last, with Mali, Afghanistan, North Yemen and
Pakistan rounding out the bottom five on the list
as the worst countries for women. Dr. Sharon L.
Camp, vice president of the P.C.C., said: "The
world's poorest women live on the edge of subsistence. They are politically and legally powerless.
They are caught in a life cycle that begins with early
marriage and too often ends with death in
childbirth."
The country ratings, developed in a year-long
study, are based on measures of women's status in
the areas of health, marriage and children, education, employment and social equality. Nowhere do
women enjoy equal status with men.
Worldwide, women grow half the world's food
but most own no land. They are one-third of the
paid workforce, but are concentrated in the lowestpaid jobs. Those that have jobs outside the home
put in a double day with household and child-care
chores.

found their perfect dumping grounds—in West
Africa. As safety laws in Europe and the U.S. push
toxic disposal costs up to $2500 a ton, waste
Historically, it seems to us, when those condi- brokers have turned their attention to the closest,
tions existed for all—not just women—the result poorest and most unprotected shores of Guinea,
Congo, Nigeria. From Morocco to the Congo, virwas revolution!
tually every country on West Africa's coast reports
offers from American or European companies
seeking cheap sites to dispose of hazardous waste.
THE WRETCHED REFUSE OF OUR Fees offered African recipients have gone as low
as $3 a ton.
TEEMING SHORES
The summer of '88 saw beaches closed up and
According to the international environmental
down the eastern seaboard as each new wave group Greenpeace, a New Jersey-based company
brought a little something extra: medical waste (insigned a pact with Congo to dispose of 50,000 tons
cluding vials of blood, some containing the AIDS a month of pesticides, sludge and chemical wastes.
virus), raw sewage complete with fecal coliform
Also, many African disposal sites appear to have
bacteria, syringes with needles—all washing up on been chosen with little regard for geological
the shore. But what about toxic wastes? According
suitability, such as Annobon, an inhabited island
to an article by James Brooke in the New York
of porous volcanic rock. Had the contract with a
Times, American and European companies have
British company to store 10 million drums of toxic waste gone through, the seepage would have
threatened the rich fishing grounds of the Gulf of
Guinea.
At the urging of Nigeria, a leader in the antidumping campaign. West African countries agreed
to set up a dump watch. By mid-July, Liberia and
Sierra Leone had announced discoveries of foreign
toxic waste dumps in their territories.
Dozens of African officials have been jailed on
charges of working with European disposal firms.

NO CHOICE AT ALL
From an Associated Press dispatch:
Starting October 1, 1988, doctors at military
hospitals may not perform abortions unless the life
of the mother is in danger, even if the patient pays
for the operation. A memorandum signed by Dr.
William Mayer, Assistant Secretary of Defense for
health affairs, ended the practice under which
physicians have been able to perform pre-paid abortions at military hospitals "in certain countries in
which quality medical care may not be locally
available". Since 1979 doctors have been barred
from performing Government-paid abortions
unless the life of the mother is endangered.
Dr. Mayer's memorandum conceded that the
practice of performing pre-paid abortions "in very
limited circumstances" does not violate the 1979
prohibition, but will not be allowed in order to
avoid the appearance of "insensitivity to the spirit"
of the 1979 prohibition.
How about the insensitivity to the bodies and
spirits of women forced to carry unwanted pregnancies to term—or to the lives and spirits of the ensuing undesired (and often abused or abandoned)
children ?

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

An item from the New York Daily News:
Dump watch or not, where there's a will, there's McDonald's is opening restaurants in hospitals.
a way—and where large sums of money are con- The fast-food chain so far has opened eight such
cerned, there will always be a will!
restaurants nationwide.

Stated a spokesman for Denver General
Hospital, site of a McDonald's: "Yeah, the sodium
is high in some of the food but they also have salads
and salt-free french fries. It's not going to kill you.
It hasn't killed anyone yet."
Dr. Sidney Wolfe of the Public Citizen Health
Research Group, a Washington-based consumer
advocacy group, doesn't exactly agree with that
evaluation of the cholesterol-rich, high fat and
sodium products. Said Dr. Wolfe: "What better
way to create new patients than to sell food which
significantly increases the risk of coronary artery
disease and heart attacks?"

This information came from a memorandum obtained by A.P. Although the F.D.A. confirmed the
existence of the memorandum, they said it was not
for public release. A.P. obtained their copy from
a source outside the agency.
The memorandum said the F.D.A. had considered prohibiting all uses of sulfites in food, or
requiring labeling of all sulfite-treated food used
in restaurants, but had rejected all of these
proposals.
Mitch Zeller, a staff attorney for the Center for
Science in the Public Interest, predicted that the
F.D.A.'s position was likely to be approved by
Health and Human Services, saying it "does so little and bends over backwards to placate the food
industry".

Maybe the hospitals can also get liquor licenses
and have cigarette concessions. Is this what the
doctor ordered?

WOMEN OF A "CERTAIN AGE"

So, as usual, it's "Let the buyer beware. "
An article by Elizabeth Mehren in the Los Angeles
Times informs us of a major new study of the health
BIOLOGY AND OUR DESTINY
of midlife women which found that the health conFeature in the New York Times: In May, after what sequences of menopause are "vastly overrated". SCENTS WITHOUT SENSE
it called "a comprehensive review of environmenEpidemiologists Sonja M. and John B. McKinlay A feature article by Deborah Blumenthal in the New
tal risks", the Pentagon concluded that its research
conducted a five-year survey of Massachusetts York Times tells us: "Cosmetic companies are gointo defenses against biological weapons is "virwomen between the ages of 45 and 55 and found ing after a new market: young children. The intually free of significant danger to people or the enthat "Basically, the menopause is a small ripple in dustry is courting the upscale cradle set with
vironment" . While acknowledging that the use of a woman's life." They contend that not only does fragrances, soaps, mousse baby shampoos, sun
extremely lethal viruses, bacteria and toxins in its
menopause not cause depression, but that it also blocks and even a scent for those born yesterday.
laboratories is inherently dangerous, the Defense
plays very little role in the general health of women. Some of the products, not unexpectedly, are proDepartment's study asserted that "comprehensive The research found further that most women in this voking dismay from psychologists and dersafety precautions" had "eliminated any substanage group named family as the primary cause of matologists.' ' Not all of these products are bad. The
tial hazards ". The study came one day after a con- stress and described work (outside the home) as a mousse shampoos won't irritate a baby's eyes and
gressional staff report asserted that there were marelief from that stress. The linking of menopause sunblocks are formulated without PABA, which
jor failings in the management of safety in the pro- with ill-health and depression by physicians is a can cause adverse reactions. But perfumes?
gram and cited the lack of any single body of
perspective John McKinlay calls "very understandParfums Givenchy has formulated an alcoholregulations governing the research work. The Penable' ' because ' 'they base their knowledge on what free perfume for babies under two [italics ours]
tagon study acknowledged that the safety rules were they see and what they see is a very selected group called Eau de Senteur, and Eau de Toilette for
fragmented into several bodies of regulations, but
of people. Because they see sick women, they think children two and older which contains 30 percent
it said they were "elaborate" and "assure adequate
all women are sick."
alcohol. The cost: $30 for 3.3 ounces. Meanwhile,
Rita Jacobs, sociologist and gerontologist at the Gregorys International of Miami has on the market
Wellesley College Center for Research on Women, Gregorys, a scent for little boys, at$15.50for0.85
observed that "doctors have been in the habit of ounce. Who buys this stuff? According to Alan
attributing every illness that a woman has either to Mottus, marketing consultant for the cosmetics inbeing premenopausal, menopausal or post dustry, "It seems to be for guilty yuppie parents
menopausal." However, she also stressed that it's who work all the time and want to smother their
important not to overlook the fact that for some children with little goodies."
women menopause is difficult.
Dr. Lawrence Lipsitt, director of the Child Study
Center at Brown University, says that any foreign
And before menopause, everything wrong is odor could interfere with a child's ability to bond
protection for the work force and virtually total pro- premenstrual, menstrual, prepartum, postpartum. with its mother; research shows that infants as
Perhaps a few more studies are in order so that young as six or seven days recognize their mother's
tection for the external environment".
scent. And Dr. Sidney Hurwitz, a textbook author
The Pentagon program, which has grown five- women can be regarded as people.
who is a clinical professor of pediatrics and derfold under the Reagan Administration, costs more
matology at the Yale University School of
than $90 million a year. The Pentagon has justified
Medicine says that even if the cosmetics are less
its work by contending that as many as 10 other
irritating "They can still cause irritation, they can
countries are conducting research on offensive ANOTHER PERSON'S POISON
predispose children to problems later on and they
biological weapons. One of the Pentagon Associated Press dispatch:
laboratories, at the Dugway Proving Ground in The F.D.A. has decided not to put broad restric- may help to trigger later allergies."
Lawrence Aiken, president of Parfums GivenUtah, is planning a new containment facility to tions on the use of sulfites in foods. The chemicals,
enable it to conduct aerosol tests of highly which have been used for decades to prevent chy Inc. U.S.A., said the products had drawn no
discoloration in food and are used in some drugs objection from the F.D.A. Asked if the fragrance
dangerous microorganisms.
to help maintain their potency, are in the F.D.A. had been tested on infants, he said: "Sure, sure.
Of course we should trust the report. After all, category of substances designated "generally In Europe."
underground nuclear tests don't release radiation, regarded as safe.'' But agency officials estimate that
Isn 't that where they tested and approved
Three-Mile Island couldn 't happen, Love Canal they are dangerous to about 10 percent of the 10
million
people
in
the
United
States
with
asthma
and
thalidomide?
At best, this whole thing has a most
was just a fluke and Agent Orange was safe for
to a "small number" of non-asthmatics.
unsavory smell.
jfc
people.
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Kate Millet, longtime feminist and gay rights activist, is author of the groundbreaking book Sexual Politics, and other books, including The Basement, as well
as articles In many publications. She is the only radical feminist to be on the cover
of Time magazine. Millet presently resides on a communal farm in upstate New
York where she continues to produce sculpture, paintings and photography.

BREAKING
THE BARRIERS

Merle Hoffman Interviews Kate Millet
"When you're working.. .on any kind of
social change, it is extremely
important always to have that radical edge
or your intellectual content will
turn to water."

MH Kate, describe your political evolution.
KM I didn't grow up in a conventionally political
family. It was a mixture of classes and immigrant
types who were always trying to assimilate. The
real theater in which my emotional life was played
out was the Irish political situation because it was
interesting, exciting, and it was ours. There could
be strenuous arguments over the Civil War in '22,
the Settlement in '36 and the six remaining unfree
counties in Northern Ireland, etc. I learned good
liberal sentiments from my mother along with
tolerance, kindness and a real dislike for racism.
Of course, as Irish immigrants we were naturally
Democrats, with mother's family being very deeply
involved in the Democratic party and the labor
movement. The only taste of revolution came from
abroad with the notion of centuries and centuries
of oppression—700 years under the Heel of
England, as my Aunt used to say. The unfairness
of it all echoed again when I began to get a little
feminist consciousness as a very small child.

MH Did you have any political role models?
KM Not the classic Marxist Jewish intellectual
kind. Our was different...an ongoing strange
revolution which is still not solved...Northern
Ireland is still an occupied country and it's not even
a fashionable cause.
MH When did the feminism begin?
KM I think when I was five years old, or even
earlier. I pointed out to my mother that the whole
system was profoundly unfair.
MH Did she agree and tell you to change it?
KM Well, yes she agreed. I think she has often
found me a bit headstrong about all this but when
I wrote Sexual Politics and explained to her that I
was a feminist she said "Well, well, I have always
been a feminist."
MH Since you wrote Sexual Politics, how much
do you think has changed?
KM A great deal. The movement has had a great
effect. We made alternate institutions but we
haven't had a profound effect on the establishment,

the government, public institutions. We didn't get
the ERA and we can see how much is eroded or
disappearing. Abortion is attacked every day. A lot
of energy just goes into hanging on to what you
already have. So, if you're still trying to hold on
to abortion which you won 15 years ago, how much
can you go out there and fight for decriminalization of prostitution, lesbian rights or whatever real
radical issues would be interesting to work on now?
A movement on the defense can't keep moving its
front guard out the way we'd like to be doing.
MH What about the troops? Are there enough,
are they still there, are they motivated?
KM I think we've created a consciousness. The
media is always trying to say it's over, that college
girls today are real nitwits, etc. They're certainly
not the activists I'd like to see, but the fact that we
are as strong as we are is positive. Other progressive causes are in worse trouble; the unions,
and the Blacks, who are more defensive than we
are, because they're losing more faster. Education

rates and college degree's for Black people are just
shriveling up. It's remarkable that we've got a
strong enough base to be in this good a shape in
the last year of Reagan's reign. Ten years ago you
couldn't say the word, now you can be a gay and
run for office in certain places. You are a recognized political movement and class of people which
even AIDS can't seem to eradicate. That's a terrific amount of progress.
MH Do you agree that defining oneself politically by sexual preference is great progress or just
another way to separate?
KM I think it's a wonderful thing because what
is at stake here is everyone's sexual freedom. The
more gay liberation the more sexual possibility. It's
really not only sexual. It's the right to fall in love
with, experience, be intimate, spend years with,
another entire half of the human race. It really does
widen the whole human experience vastly.
MH There are some that say that bisexuality is
nonexistent, that it's a flight from the acceptance
of homosexuality. In that sense, do you think that
some of the politics of gay liberation are restrictive and oppressive.?
KM Well, they can be. Groups have become
very faction ridden, dogmatic and tedious, but all
the early classic essays on gay liberation realize and
were aware that the liberation of human sexuality
was the essential issue.
MH The gay liberation movement seems to be
willing (in comparison to a lot of feminist groups)
to take greater political risks, both individually and
as a movement. Do you think feminists have more
of a stake in keeping the status quo on some level
as opposed to gays who have broken the last social
barrier?
KM The outrage, I love it. There is an enormous
psychic rocket effect with coming out that does
make you so empowered—you've broken that last
conceivable barrier...there's nothing they can do
to you anymore.
MH You're saying no one has power over you
because you've taken away all the cards they can
use to destroy you. Do you think a major issue with
many women personally and with the Women's
Movement is that there is a great need to be liked,
be accepted, to be in the same space that everybody
else is in at the same time, that keeps them limited
politically?
KM Then there is always that possibility of buying in, of getting that middle-level job, of being the
only lady on the team. That's something we always
knew about. We had a little hometown saying for
it: ' 'We didn't want a piece of the pie, we wanted
to junk it and start all over again in a new mixing
bowl." There was always the question of whether
we would compromise or be co-opted; we certainly
knew about these issues from the beginning. When
you're working from the inside on any kind of
social change, it is extremely important always to
have that radical edge or your intellectual content
will turn to water. You won't have any new ideas,
you won't have any new issues, you won't be doing anything that expands freedom itself, which is
what this movement thing is about.
MH What are the cutting-edge issues? If we
had the luxury of moving forward, where should
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I'm usually attacked tooth and nail with gleaming
eyes. Yet for readers, and women in particular, it
seemed to be so unpleasant a thing to bring up. It
was evaded and refused. The Basement concerns
the sexual abuse and murder of a young girl (Sylvia
Likens) by her foster mother Gertrude. Many
feminists still tell me years later "Well I never read
your book; I just couldn't put myself through that."
I always want to say that it was a lot harder for
Sylvia Likens than for you. I wanted so much to
help her, (Sylvia). I wanted us all to help her, but
if we couldn't save this particular Sylvia's life, we'd
get right on it and see it never happened again.
MH Then, what you were asking women to do
even just by reading this book was to separate
themselves from their subtle participation in the
system that brutalizes and oppresses them. This is
very difficult for many women.
KM Perhaps if we could get The Basement back
into print, people could stand it now. Enough time
we be moving?
has passed. I always need a little while with my
KM We should decriminalize prostitution
books because they're always so repellent or shockbecause it is sexually more progressive than cening at first.
sorship, and we should attack pornography tooth
MH You spent 14 years of your life writing this
and claw in the streets, rather than through laws.
book. If you could make a synopsis of what you
MH Stop pornography purely on an educational
wanted to say with all those years and all that work,
level?
what was the message? What is the message?
KM Right, using our First Amendment rights to
say this is rotten, nasty, inhuman, sadistic junk and
KM The issue is the imposition of sexual shame,
no one would tolerate it if it were against any other
which is a crucial part of our oppression and one
class of people. We could be doing lots more for that we've never really dealt with. Branding us at
lesbian rights, and doing more for and with issues puberty with an enormous load of guilt which is terof working class and Black women.
rific in terms of controlling us. After all, we realMH Would your vision of a new society by a ly are an abject people. We will obey and make
ourselves small. What could have been our source
socialist vision?
KM We'd probably have day care, because if of life and happiness (our sexuality) is now terribly
you really did that as an issue you would naturally embarrassing, all manifestations of it are our fault,
give up class and capitalism; we're just going to we're dirty, etc. In Sylvia Liken's case, this is parhave to stop giving some kids a whole lot and others ticularly graphic because her tormentors were so
nothing at all. I guess that's where I went over the sublimely stupid that they actually wrote it out on
socialist line, trying to imagine egalitarian day care. her body. [Sylvia's body was found with the words
MH But you're comfortable with the two-party "I am a prostitute and proud of it" burned into her
system the way it stands, the politics as usual in the stomach by cigarettes.] There was no way to escape
it and when I read it I thought this is the most terricountry?
KM Oh no, I could never be comfortable with ble thing that must have ever happened to anybody.
it; it's crooked, they call the elections hours ahead Later I learned that there were people who had exof time. The whole thing is done with money, and perienced worse.
with media which is all money. Corporations are
MH Who is Gertrude to you and to us? Is some
manipulating our foreign policy and economic in- of her in all of us?
terests. That's what all our wars are about; how this
KM Yes she could be, especially if we didn't
or that rich multi-national can exploit South have any options, or good luck, or liberated
America. It really has nothing at all to do with moments, we could all be driven into being that
South America "going Red."
kind of thing. I couldn't write the book for a long
MH I read The Basement years ago. It was in my time because I couldn't deal with Gertrude. I just
mind and consciousness for a very long time, it didn't want to admit "ideologically" that anyone
touched me so profoundly. What moved you to like Gertrude could exist. We've all had bullying
write that book?
surrogate types who made us behave, made us put
KM I read about the case in the cafeteria at Bar- on lipstick, lower our eyes, etc. But Gertrude was
nard and it changed my whole life. Sexual Politics different.
doesn't mention this atrocity because I was makMH In a sense, Gertrude functions as a
ing a decent argument for a doctoral thesis, but The "Kapo"—a prisoner turned guard against her
Basement was Sexual Politics II. I always felt that fellow prisoners.
Sexual Politics was a theory and The Basement was
KM You don't run a system like this without
practice. I wrote it in the Farm House. They were Kapos.
strange summers and it was an awful book to live
MH There is a problem with the ideology that
with. I lived with it for 14 years. It's a terrible book. consistently promotes the view of women as purely
MH How was the book received?
victims of oppression. We have an enormous
KM The reviews were better than I'd ever had.
responsibility to see our own victimization and start

"We should decriminalize prostitution
because it is sexually
more progressive than
censorship."

to end it—to withdraw our consent. We talk about
the patriarchy, yet most of the patriarchy comes
home and lays his head on a woman's breast and
gets succor there to continue to go on the next day.
There's a lot of collusion.
KM We're breaking the necks of our daughters,
and that's what Gertrude passes on: the stone that
says we are a defeated people and this kid (Sylvia)
will not learn. You've got the whole authoritarian
personality in Gertrude. The true believer.
MH How did the system try to break you?
KM "Stop being a tomboy and be a good girl."
The nuns were always trying to make us demure.
I had a big sister who had been expelled several
times so I went for the big time and got thrown out
five times. I was fortunate to get a very good education, but then they wouldn't let me earn a living.
That was when I started to join and organize. I joined the very first thing I heard about. I went to lectures the way a closet gay goes to a gay bar or as
a junk food person sneaks out in the middle of the
night with the thrills that go with it. I had already
been told by my friends at the University of Oxford that because I read The Second Sex and quoted
endlessly, I was a little unstable and maybe I should
get some therapy and "adjust". No—I went to
those lectures and somebody from NOW got me
to join and every week after that there was a new
feminist group. I joined them all...Uptown,
Downtown, Columbia, Now, Radical Women,
Redstockings, the Lavender Menace, Radical Lesbians...I went to meetings all the time.
MH Did you come out as a lesbian at the same
time as your growth as a feminist? What was the
connection?
KM Feminism carried us all to such a height of
euphoria that we thought it made a lot of sense to
fall in love with each other. On the other hand, I
did have a history...I had been a lesbian before I
was married, and had been a lesbian in college, so
it was a very pure and happy accident that I fell in
love with a man and lived with him for 10 years.
Now I was falling in love with women again and
wow, it was even politically correct.
MH So, would you describe yourself as
bisexual?
KM I guess so. I do have this one true case of
being deeply in love with a man for a long time.
I wasn't just kidding myself. It would be a great
shame if I hadn't loved all of these people.
MH Were you egged on by feminists to come out
publicly as a lesbian?
KM Oh sure, but that was fair enough because
it all seemed to make a good deal of sense in terms
of what feminism was trying to do. I wasn't going
to fall for the kind of thinking that said "It isn't
respectable and feminism could be hurt.'' I was also
egged on by the respectful feminists who would say
"You can't do this Kate", but I felt it was morally necessary and absolutely politically essential. If
all of us who were gay said so, they couldn't call
us queers anymore at demonstrations. It would lose
all its effect if we agreed we were.
MH Did you personally suffer for your political
stand?
KM Those were very traumatic times for
feminists in general. We were having enough trou-

are you working on now?
KM I have two new books we haven't published yet. One's called the Looney Bin Trip and the
other is about my family and my Aunt.
MH The Looney Bin is about your experience
with the mental health establishment?
KM It's my crazy book. My coming out as a
crazy. What else will I think of? I believe I've exhausted the list. I don't cheat on my income tax,
and I can't think of anything elswe that I'm trying
to hide. You've arrived at the end of my liberations.
MH You've been on some psychotropic medications for depression. Did they help you?
KM I've taken antidepressants but I don't know
how much they really help. The fact that there is
somebody giving them out, some human sympathy,
may help as much as the stuff itself. I took lithium
ble as it was with the media but it was a very
for ages and ages and still take it; and think all the
wonderful and liberating experience and I did just
time that I really ought not to but it seems to be part
fine. It also had another effect which was kind of
of the conditions of my ' 'parole". If you ever tell
nice for me. I was living in the television and the anybody that you stopped taking it, then 12 minutes
newspaper at the time, suddenly coming out of my
later they decide you're crazy.
happy little starving artist scholar obscurity. I found
MH Are you doing any political work on menliving in the television very crazy making, so when tal health issues?
I said that I was a lesbian, bisexual, etc., and televiKM I've been to some conferences this year and
sion and radio repeated this scandal, they didn't
met some of the people involved, and I've read
need to hear from me anymore because I had
anything I could get my hands on. I've been doing
become a patsy that they had set up.
some speaking on advocacy and community menMH So in other words they defined you, tal health. It's a very interesting movement, one
categorized you, and minimized you.
that's going to have to come to the forefront soon,
KM And got rid of me. I loved the fact that they
hopefully when things loosen up a little.
got rid of me because now I had my life back. I
MH Do you agree that for a woman to be mencould be a downtown artist. I couldn't live in that tally healthy in this system is an act of great
crazy box anymore anyway.
radicalism? If you become aware of all the condiMH But didn't that take away your power to af- tioning and political difficulties of the system it has
fect people? You were, after all, the only Radical to make you a little crazy or enraged on some level.
Feminist that made the cover of Time.
You can either close your mind off, or exist in a
KM I gave them the reasons why gay liberation constant state of opposition.
was a path to the future and that we were dealing
KM When you have buddies and comrades, of
with sexual human rights, etc., but it backfired on course, it's a big high.
them because the Women's Movement took a very
MH But if they put you out alone and then say,
strong stand. This gave the Movement enormous you're crazy, we're not going to listen to you and
momentum— we did a bang-up press conference people move away from you, it can be very
and really laid out the political lines endorsing gay crushing.
liberation whole-heartedly. I thought that was
KM And stressful. So you're in a kind of turmoil
splendid because we'd done what I wanted us to between their emotions and yours.
do. Half of them were saying "We have to do this
MH But you set up a support system here at the
for Kate", and I'd say, dear hearts, don't do it for Farm which seems to work well for you.
Kate, we're talking principle. So that was very
KM Yeah, but it also has its moments when it's
good. Now the Women's Movement enters Big not that wildly supportive. It can be a pain in the
Trauma where they deal with their homosexuali- neck. When I have all the responsibility, expense,
ty, bisexuality, etc., which goes on for years. It is and everything else and somebody at the farm can
a trauma when you don't solve it. They did turn decide we shouldn't have planted trees, we should
off my knob and silenced me but I also got on with have planted lettuce—it can be a big problem. In
my work, which is writing books and making pic- the beginning it was terribly hard work, 12 hours
tures and sculptures. You don't really ever silence a day for the staunch, the hardy. Now it is getting
me anyway.
to be infinitely easier. We've restored the land and
MH I wouldn't think so. What do you think has grow little Christmas tree seedlings, and we only
work five hours a day in the summer. You have
been your major contribution so far?
KM Well, I'm sure the world is convinced it's to wait 10 years for this crop, so something's got
Sexual Politics but I still think of that as my Doc- to give on the economic line. It's much harder to
toral Thesis. I wanted The Basement to be big and build a community than it is to restore farmland or
I'm very disappointed that it hasn't reached its rebuild buildings.
MH Why is it difficult for women to work
public recognition. You have to be a little patient
if you're an artist, people don't always get you the together?
first time.
KM What we're doing is strange. We're sharContinued on page 22
MH Sometimes they don't get you at all. What

"Our tire got busted and
we need somebody
who knows how to
change a tire."

NO
MANDATORY
T C C T I M P I A Feminist Prostitute
I CO I I N U - Speaks Out

Have you seen my calendar? I don't have time to
do that kind of research." He was too busy to
research the conditions for HIV transmission!
In Columbia, South Carolina, a woman, "Jane
Doe" (the records were sealed with the help of the
ACLU) who was allegedly HIV positive was
quarantined by the local health department. This
woman had been admitted to a mental health facility
earlier that year, during which time she was tested
for HIV. When arrested for prostitution, her HIV
status was revealed to the judge. The ACLU
became involved in the case early on and found that
the court insisted that the woman had "voluntarily" re-entered a mental health facility. When she
applied for release, the judge proceeded to quarantine her to her home. Meanwhile, her electricity
had been disconnected, as she had been unable to
pay her electric bill. She therefore was forced to
leave her place of quarantine. She then was picked
up by the police for violating the conditions of
Carol Leigh is a writer,
quarantine. Due to the work of the ACLU in Colsatirist, feminist and social
activist—and self-described umbia, after a series of detainments the woman was
prostitute. Her alter-ego,
released and provided with job training, drug
"Scarlot Harlot", has
rehabilitation and disability income.
performed in comedy clubs
Mandatory HIV testing of prostitutes is in effect
throughout the country.
in at least two states (Illinois and Nevada) and two
cities in New Jersey (Patterson and Newark).
ILLINOIS - Legislation establishing mandatory
HIV testing for convicted prostitutes is included in
by Carol Leigh
a bill which covers those convicted of various sex
s a prostitute and activist, I am deeply and drug-related offenses. The legislation does not
stipulate felony charges to be applied to those who
disturbed by the current and proposed
are convicted, then test positive, then continue to
legislation establishing mandatory HIV testing of
engage in the activities. Confidentiality is supposedprostitutes. Although gay activists have been
ly preserved as sealed results of tests are submitdiligently supportive of us, the prostitutes' rights
movement must secure a broader base of active ted to judges who, upon a second conviction, apply
support from other feminist rights activists. The these results to sentencing as they see fit.
NEVADA - Law includes mandatory testing of
urgency of our situation is escalating as various
suspected prostitutes who are arrested in counties
states and cities plan and pass legislation which
violates our rights to privacy and begins to establish where prostitution is illegal (approximately onethird of the counties including Las Vegas). Felony
a quarantine for prostitutes who have been exposed
charges (up to 20 years in prison and a $10,000
to HIV. Hopefully, a look at the present situation,
fine) will apply to those who test positive and are
an outline of current legislation, as well as an exthen again arrested and convicted of prostitution.
planation of our objections to such legislation, will
The legalized system of prostitution requires that
help mobilize the active support we currently reall prostitutes work for third parties in a brothel
quire to avoid the quarantine of the most politicalsystem. Prostitutes are tested for HIV before they
ly vulnerable class of women.
In Fresno, California, a woman who was are licensed to work, and they must be tested every
allegedly HTV positive was arrested on prostitution six months thereafter, as long as they are employed.
In addition, the use of condoms is compulsory in
charges. During her hearing, the judge cleared the
all of Nevada's 35 brothels.
courtroom and forced the woman to wear a mask
NEW JERSEY The state of New Jersey has
to prevent transmission of AIDS.
When challenged by a Sacramento Bee reporter no current mandatory HIV testing legislation for
prostitutes. However, Patterson and Newark have
regarding the necessity of this practice, Judge John
passed city ordinances establishing such testing.
J. Gallagher replied "You've got to be kidding.
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According to recent reports, Patterson has not yet
used this legislation, though it is on the books.
Newark's legislation was passed in January 1988,
and went into effect in mid-February. This law
established mandatory HIV testing of those convicted of engaging in or soliciting prostitution at the
time of conviction and again in six months. If the
convicted person does not comply with the mandatory testing, she/he is subject to a fine of $1000
or 90 days in jail. The law also stipulates that when
clients are convicted along with prostitutes, clients
will pay for the HIV testing fees for both parties.
In addition, those arrested will have their
automobiles impounded.
FLORIDA - In July, legislation signed by
Florida Gov. Bob Martinez makes it a crime for
HIV infected people to have sexual intercourse
without informing the partner. Failure to do this
can mean up to one year in jail and a $1000 fine.
The Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitation Services will be able to quarantine those who
knowingly spread the virus through "promiscuous
behavior" [read "prostitutes] for up to 120 days.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
The following is an example of proposed legislation regarding HIV testing for prostitutes. Variations have been proposed in many states.
CALIFORNIA - California activists became
alarmed when the assembly passed a bill
establishing mandatory HIV testing for prostitutes,
and stipulating felony charges for those who know
they have tested positive for HIV and continue to
engage in prostitution. The above legislation was
passed during a complicated political power struggle. As a vulnerable issue for Progressives and
Democrats, prostitutes were targeted by conservatives to upset the balance of power in the house.
LEGISLATIVE STRATEGIES

Legislators must be forced to confront prostitution
issues. We must object to the shelving of our concerns in the interests of preserving the power of a
particular politician, or of sacrificing our goals to
the goals of "larger" causes.
Although prostitutes' rights activists are consistently assured that we are being protected by our
sympathetic representatives, we are also told that
we must not expect public statements on our behalf.
We are constantly reminded that we must expect
representatives to compromise our rights to a certain extent for the sake of political expediency.
Our legislative vulnerability creates an urgent
need (particularly during the AIDS crisis) for the
support we previously have been denied. We demand a change in strategy by those who privately
Continued on page 24

HIV-POSITIVE
WOMEN
HAVE RIGHTS
T tit
and They're
Often Denied
"There is no doubt that
more obstetricians and
gynecologists will
stop accepting women
whom they consider to
be in 'high-risk' groups,
regardless of whether
they're infected or not."

by Barbara Santee, Ph.D

A

IDS and reproductive rights. Many
people do not see the connection between
the two issues, but there is one—a very
strong one—and we must be prepared to
confront the challenges which will be thrown at
reproductive freedom in the guise of "protecting
the public good from the threat of AIDS."
Although women will be more impacted in many
ways as the epidemic spreads, a major area of concern is that of reproductive rights. We've already

heard expressed in the media the opinions of earnest
individuals who even now are advocating that HIVpositive persons should be tested, tattooed,
quarantined—even incarcerated—against their
wills. If carried one step further, this same rationalization can be used to justify laws forcing infected persons to be sterilized against their wills or
coerced into having unwanted abortions.
This is not unwarranted speculation. We're
familiar with cases of wholesale sterilization abuse
of women who were forced to consent to the procedure before an abortion would be performed. Today, in 1988, many women are being forced to
undergo unwanted court-ordered cesarean
surgeries, some even performed contrary to the advice of their own obstetricians. Additionally, attempts are being made to prevent women from obtaining abortions because the men involved do not
approve. One can add to this the parental notification statutes in 10 states and parental consent
statutes in 14 states. These often legally-mandated
actions carry rape beyond the vagina to the uterus.
As the AIDS epidemic spreads and hysteria
mounts, will we soon hear the public outcry that
HIV-positive persons be involuntarily sterilized by
court-order? Or legally coerced into unwanted
abortions? It is a frightening, but all too real prospect, especially when the appeal is made to a
middle-class public not yet personally touched by
the epidemic—a middle-class which has lost paEditor's Note: The information in the articles by
Carol Leigh and Barbara Santee is current as of
August, 1988. However, since legislation and
statistics on AIDS are constantly changing, there
is the possibility that some data recently may have
altered.
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tience with the high cost of social and welfare programs, high taxes and exorbitant medical expenses.
A sadly informed middle-class, some of whom
believe this plague is a punishment sent by God for
certain types of, what they consider to be, socially unacceptable behavior. Add to this that of the
women with AIDS in New York, over 80 percent
are women of color—traditionally the victims of
forced sterilization—and we have a very dangerous
threat to reproductive rights.
To date, the plight of women has been virtually
ignored in this epidemic. Only recently have we
seen information about the effect of AIDS on
women, although women represent the fastest
growing group of people contracting the disease.
Women now represent eight percent of the total
AIDS cases in the United States, but 10.5 percent
of the mortality. The percentage of women who
have been diagnosed with AIDS as a result of
heterosexual contact hasrisensharply, from 11 percent in 1984 to 29 percent in 1987. Nationally, 55
percent of the cases transmitted heterosexually have
been men to women (98 percent in New York City). It is difficult to know how many women are
dying from AIDS because female mortality is not
included in the routine reports issued on AIDS by
the Centers for Disease Control or the New York
City AIDS Surveillance Unit.

T

he reason for not including female mortality, of course, is that the emphasis has been
placed primarily on gay and IV drug-using
populations who are predominantly male.
This has resulted in the needs of women (and their
children) being pushed aside, not only in the
statistics, but in AIDS educational efforts and the
health and social service delivery systems. The
statistical reporting system merely reflects the builtin bias permeating the larger establishment, that
there are so few women who die from AIDS, they
do not merit their own category. While it is true
that the number of women presently diagnosed with
AIDS is relatively low compared to males, there
are still 4,541 infected females who have been
reported by the CDC nationwide. Over half of these
women have died.
A similar excuse is given for not including
women in AIDS research protocols—there are so
few women with AIDS and locating them is too difficult. Yet studies are done every day on people
with rare and exotic "orphan diseases'', some with
as few as 300 cases in the entire United States, and
somehow the research scientist are able to locate
them. Why is it so much more difficult then to find
a woman with AIDS in New York City, for example, where perhaps as high as two percent of the
women giving birth are infected? Perhaps one only need look at the roster of scientists doing the major AIDS studies—99 percent are male.
A drug that has been tested only on males may
have a very different reaction on females, considering the differences in hormones and average body
size. But this is precisely one of the reasons given
for not including women, that there are
physiological and hormonal differences between
men and women which would require testing larger
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samples, thereby increasing the cost of the study.
Another reason for excluding pre-menopausal
women from the clinical drug trials as a class is that
there may be a risk to the fetus should a pregnancy occur. The presumption here is that all fertileage women are at risk of pregnancy and, upon
becoming pregnant will, without exception, carry
to term. There is no discussion of any anomalies
the drug may cause to the male reproductive
capability or his chances of producing a defective
child. And no consideration of the individual situations of women, some of whom may be sterilized,
abstaining, using birth control consistently and successfully for long periods, or who would want to
have the child regardless of study participation. If
this rationale is carried one step further, it should
effectively eliminate reproductive-age women from
all drug protocols because of the potential risk during pregnancy. "The women, children and drug
users with AIDS tend to be disproportionately
Black or Hispanic. Other than persons in institutions, however, women are the only adults officially excluded as a class."*

P

ersons with AIDS (PWAs) are increasingly being rejected for treatment by the
medical establishment. Dentists and doctors are refusing to work on gay males or
IV drug users for fear of infection. Some surgeons
will not operate on individuals who are known to
be HIV positive, and a few doctors even have
stopped doing surgical procedures altogether out
of fear. As the epidemic spreads more and more
*Nan D. Hunter And Deborah A. Ellis "AIDS Drugs: For Men
Only." Newsday, May 3, 1988.

into the female population, there is no doubt that
more obstetricians and gynecologists will stop accepting women whom they consider to be in "high
risk" groups, regardless of whether they are infected or not. In New York City, that will be
primarily Black and Hispanic women. (The
designation of "high risk" groups has stigmatized particularly gay men and intravenous drug users,
and increasingly is being used to label persons of
color. This pigeon-holing ignores the fact that it is
the high-risk behavior of individuals which puts
them in jeopardy, and not the social or ethnic
groups they belong to.)
Even now, it is becoming more and more difficult for HIV-infected women to find physicians
or clinics who will accept them as abortion patients.
An infected woman may go from one doctor to
another, trying tofindone who will perform a procedure, until it becomes too late for her to obtain
a safe abortion. It is even more difficult for those
women who are in the public health care system.
Many persons with AIDS have lost their jobs,
their insurance coverage, and their homes. In addition to being very ill themselves or caring for a
loved one who is ill, if they wish to have an abortion, they must also deal with the Medicaid system.
Federal Medicaid coverage for abortions was
eliminated in 1977. Since that time, the legislatures
of 37 states have also eliminated state Medicaid funding for these procedures, leaving only 13 states
where abortions are paid for by local Medicaid
funds. In addition, the Reagan Administration has
seen fit to push regulations that will prohibit abortions and abortion counseling by any family planning programs that receive federal funds. Without
federal or state Medicaid coverage for procedures,
many poor women will not have the freedom to
chose abortion as an option. Fortunately for the
poor women in New York, the state continues to
bear the medical costs of abortion procedures. But
every year, we are threatened by numerous bills
that are aimed at taking away that coverage.
Lawmakers must reinstate both federal and state
Medicaid funding for abortion procedures in order
to assure that poor women, regardless of where
they live in the United States, can freely exercise
their right to choose if, when and under what circumstances they want to become parents, and being infected with AIDS virus should in no way
abrogate that right.

A

fter visiting a new gynecologist for the
first time, a Long Island woman wrote of
her misgivings when asked to fill out a
form indicating if either she or her husband were Black, Hispanic, gay or used IV drugs.
They were none of the above, but she wondered
how different her treatment might have been if she
had belonged to one of the "offending" categories.
This was an office with a white, middle-class
clientele who were presumably at very low risk.
Such a questionnaire is not only an affront to personal dignity, it is also useless. Few people want
their privacy intruded upon by divulging, even to
a physician, that they are either bisexual, gay or
using drugs.

One infected woman was turned away from an
abortion clinic and told to go to a local hospital. The
clinic claimed that: "The hospital is better equipped to deal with the safety precautions necessary
for working with HIV-infected patients" and, in
point of truth, many facilities are inadequately
situated and equipped to deal with this unforeseen
and deadly pandemic. But what about those women
who are unaware they are infected? Studies from
two large metropolitan hospitals in New York City show that 42 and 86 percent of the women who
were infected did not know they were infected
when they gave birth. No matter how truthful she
is, it is not the patient's self-reporting of her HIV
status that protects medical staff, but routine use
of safety precautions with all patients, whether or
not their HIV status is known.
So, how many women are infected with HIV?
That's an unknown, but if New York City is an example of what we can expect to happen to other
large urban areas in the future, things do not look
bright. The New York City Department of Health
estimates that there are approximately 50,000
women in New York City of childbearing age who
are already infected with HIV, and in 1988 it is
estimated that in New York State, 700 infants will
be bom infected with the virus. There is a difference between having antibodies in the blood and
having the virus in the blood. Antibodies are produced by the body as a defense against an infection, such as the HIV virus. The antibodies in the
blood of a newborn baby have not been produced
by the baby, whose immune system is too immature
at birth; rather they are antibodies which have been
transmitted from the mother to the baby during
pregnancy. All babies bom to HIV-infected women
carry their mother's antibodies in their blood, but
not all of them will be infected by HIV. Scientists
believe that about 30 to 50 percent of the babies
bom with antibodies also will be infected with the
virus. Generally it is estimated that some 75 percent of these virus-infected babies will go on to
develop HIV-related disease. In other cases, the
baby has temporarily absorbed the mother's antibodies to HIV but not the virus itself, and it is
estimated that these latter children will probably
shed any HIV antibodies by six to 15 months.
One recent study shows that one baby out of 61
bom in New York City during the month of
November 1987 carried antibodies to the AIDS
virus. This means that at least one mother in 61 (or
1.4 percent of the women carrying to term in New
York City) was infected. The figure is even higher
for the Bronx—one baby in 53—which translates
into a staggering 1.9 percent of women giving
birth. Recent data (July 1988) has indicated that infection among women who gave birth was as high
as one in 22 in certain parts of the Bronx, Brooklyn
and Manhattan. It also may be that an even higher
percentage of HIV-positive women who know their
status seek abortions, abstain, use birth control or
practice safer sex so that the actual rate of infected
women may be even higher than for women carrying to term.
It then becomes quite apparent that this weedingout process on the part of physicians and clinics is

"Any kind of testing— IQ,
SATs or AIDS—is done
.. .for someone in power
to use the results for
some judgmental purpose which eventually
will be acted upon."
useless and these policies do nothing but deprive
women of easy and early access to safe abortion.
If all staff is not adequately trained and all safety precautions are not instituted for every patient,
including those women whose HIV status is
unknown, then these arbitrary rules are as meaningless and dangerous as AIDS testing is. As we
know, there can be false negative or false positive
results with AIDS testing, meaning that some
women who are infected would receive clinical services and some who are not infected would be
turned away. It can take from four to six weeks up
to six months or longer for the body to produce
enough antibodies to show up on the AIDS test.
During this time, ordinary testing would show
nothing. Besides, a person may be tested today and
become infected tonight.
Add to that the recent discovery that the virus can
lurk in macrophages—a type of immune system cell
found in tissue, semen and vaginal fluid, in blood
throughout the body and in the brain—and
reproduce without also invading T-4 cells, and
without triggering the production of antibodies. The
common screening methods to detect AIDS antibodies are useless in detecting the invasion of the
macrophages. In addition, the macrophage tests are
difficult to perform and are available at only a few
research laboratories at this time. Because of the
difficulties in performing the procedure, they may
be available only to those considered "high-risk"
when they are finally used as a more widespread
screening method. Since the nation's blood supply has not been screened by this method, anyone
who has received a transfusion would have to be
put in that category. Under the circumstances,
screening pregnant women for the AIDS virus truly
becomes an exercise in futility.

I

t is important also to remember one simple but
very fundamental thing about testing: It is
never done for the sheer pleasure of the exercise or for the results to lay around in a dusty
file somewhere. Testing—any kind of testing,
whether IQ, SATs or AIDS—is done for one
reason, and that is for someone in power to use the
results for some judgmental purpose, which almost
without exception eventually will be acted upon.

With AIDS, the purpose often includes discrimination and prejudice against the HIV-infected person.
And information obtained under a given set of circumstances can easily be used for reasons other
than those for which it was originally intended—
for example, to target pregnant women for unwanted procedures.
Recently an activist in the AIDS field confessed
that she was very ambivalent about whether an
HIV-positive woman should be "permitted" to
bring a child into the world, a child who will probably suffer a great deal, cost society thousands of
dollars, be orphaned and die before it is two years
old. Already it has been suggested by some physicians that it would be better for women who are
HIV-positive to be sterilized. But in our society,
we do not force women who may be at risk for carrying fetuses with any other potentially terminal or
debilitating illness to be sterilized or aborted. Why
do we think any differently about AIDS? If an HIVpositive woman chooses to carry to term, her decision is no more or less valid than that of a woman
who makes that same decision after learning there
is a high risk of having a child who will die shortly after birth because of some inherited or congenital disorder. There are children infected from
birth who now are seven and eight years old, and
they seem to be doing just fine. A new study to provide data on the medical prospects of children carrying the AIDS virus was conducted by Dr.
Thomas Mundy of the Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles. The Study involved about
20 children who became infected through contaminated transfusions soon after birth in the early '80s. As of May, 1988, one-third of the children
were still well and had not yet developed even any
blood abnormalities associated with immune
system damage. Another third have had more than
the usual number of childhood infectious diseases,
but, according to Dr. Mundy, their general health
"is not out of the normal range". Thefinalthird
have died of AIDS or are ill with the disease.
Whether these findings will apply as well to
babies bom with the virus is not yet known.
Some people will argue that with an AIDS baby,
the mother will probably diefirst,leaving it orphaned and, therefore, the comparison with the other
cases is not comparable. But we do not dissuade
women with terminal cancer or other fatal diseases
from having children whom they know with certitude they will not live to rear; nor do we stop
women from reproducing who have a highriskof
losing their own lives or health if they give birth.
Even though female survival after contracting
AIDS is shorter than male, still some 15 percent
of AIDS patients survivefiveyears or longer. Why
do we balk when it comes to women with AIDS?
Because there is a moral judgment about any sexually transmitted disease—those who contract it are
being punished for indulging in certain types of
unacceptable behavior. Also, because many of the
mothers are from minority groups, there is the implication that it doesn't matter whether these babies
are given an even chance in life since they will
become a burden on society. This ignores the
heroic efforts of the minority community to care
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for these children within their own cultural context.
We have no way of judging what is going on inside the mind of a woman with AIDS or any other
terminal illness. Having a child probably has very
strong significance for her in terms of leaving
something behind that is uniquely hers, or perhaps
it is a way of denying her illness, of telling herself
that she is okay. Whatever her reasons, the final
decision should be left up to the woman in consultation with her physician. A personal decision. And
that is as it should be.
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A

recent study indicated that the virus has
been isolated in the cells of the large intestine, indicating that HIV may have the
ability to pass directly through the intestinal wall during anal intercourse rather than being carried by the blood stream; and new studies
reported in the Annals of Internal Medicine (March,
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1988, Vol. 108, No. 3) suggest that "HIV enters
cervical secretions from selected infected cell
populations in cervical tissue, and these cells may
be involved in transmission of HIV by heterosexual contact and to neonates born to HIV-infected
women." If this is true, then some newborns may
be contracting the virus during birth and not before.
Perhaps future studies will indicate that cesarean
delivery can cut down the number of infected
babies born to mothers with HIV.
Justice William O. Douglas once wrote that:
1
'The Constitution and the Bill of Rights guarantee
to us all the right to personal and spiritual selffulfillment. But the guarantee is not selffulfillment. But the guarantee is not self-executing.
As nightfall does not come at once, neither does
oppression. In both instances, there is a twilight
when everything remains seemingly unchanged.
And it is in such twilight that we all must be most
aware of change in the air—however slight—lest
we become unwitting victims of the darkness."
We must not let the dawning of the AIDS
epidemic become the twilight of our hard-earned
right to reproductive freedom for all women! 4
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(For information orfor the listing of other women
and AIDS groups in the U. S., contact: Women and
AIDS Resource Network, Marie St. Cyr-Delpe, 135
West 4th Street, do United Methodist Church, New
York, NY 10012, (212) 475-6713.)
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THE TEEN
WHO JUST
SAID "NO!"
How a 15-Year-Old Woman
Turned A School
System Upside Down

Jeni Graham (left) with her
mother, Pat. Jeni took on the entire Los Angeles school system
when she refused to dissect a
frog. Jeni's action has stimulated support for animal rights
issues throughout the world.

© Roberta Kalechofsky - 1988

It is almost exactly a century since Jung experienced his revulsion towards vivisection, and a
generation since these students testified before a
Congressional hearing on the impact of animal experimentation upon them. In Jung's case and that
of the students, we have the testimonies of collegeage students, somewhat older that Jeni Graham, exposed to more advanced vivisection, but the problem has increased since their time and today
permeates our school system.
Interview by Roberta Kalechofsky
Companies that supply animals to classrooms for
profit have rooms filled with every manner of
"...the silence of the students is hardly less
creeping, crawling, wriggling, strolling, biting,
ominous than the perversion of the professor."
buzzing, stinging creatures whose internal parts
So wrote John Vyvyan, in his classic study of the
have been vacuum-packed, freeze-dried, framed,
Antivivisection Movement, The Dark Face of
pickled in alchol or embalming fluid, or embeddScience. It was a comment on a passage written by
ed in plastic. (PETA KIDS, Spring, 1988)
Carl Jung, reminiscing about his days as a medical
Once relegated to college biology classrooms,
student at the University of Basle, in the 1890s. medical and veterinary schools, dissection and
Jung described the lectures which included vivisec- forms of animal experimentation on living or dead
tion as "horrible, barbarous, and above all un- animals, now reaches to the high school and junior
necessary", and thereafter avoided those lectures. high school level. Jeni Graham made herfirststand
At the Congressional Hearing before a Subcom- against dissection in junior high school, when she
mittee of the House of Representatives on the sub- was given a calve's brain and a sheep's eyes to
ject of Humane Treatment of Animals Used in dissect. At that time, her refusal and her request
Research, in 1962, several students gave the to do an alternative project was accepted. Several
following testimony:
years later, in 1986, when she was 15 and in high
"I attended Chicago Medical School last school, and refused to dissect a frog, she again reSeptember. I withdrew of my own accord... One quested to do an alternative project. Her request
of the conditions which led to my contempt was refused. The principal of her high school, in
towards this school was the cruel treatment which Victorville, a small town in the Mojave desert in
was given to the experimental animals."
California, 90 miles northeast of Los Angeles,
"I am a student studying veterinary medicine. complained that if he made excuses for Jeni,
I was never and am not now in the employ of any students who objected to "gym and to running"
humane society.. .This is a cry and a plea from might ask for an alternative to exercise.
a young person still holding on to a few ideals
Jeni was 15 at the time. Such adult responses
I have grown up to believe in—and I am begin- must have struck her as most curious. "He didn't
ning to wonder if there is any real humane see the point," she said in an interview. The school
goodness among humans. I am not a sentimen- informed Jeni she would have to take a " C " in
talist, a crusader, or a fanatic; but I cannot, under biology—her major and a subject in which she is
any code or way of life, condone what I, in a few an " A " student. Refusing to accept this decision,
short years, have seen."
Jeni's battle to establish her right not to have to
dissect an animal has acquired the classical outline
Roberta Kalechofsky, feminist, animal rights, civil of youth against hardened institutions who are prorights and peace activist and vegetarian, is a writer, tecting their institutional turfs. There was, for expublisher, educator and lecturer. In 1975 she ample, the snide editorial by Daniel E. Koshland,
founded Micah Publications. Roberta is a Con- in the prestigious journal, Science, an editorial
which qualifies for intellectual silliness, if not for
tributing Editor of ON THE ISSUES.
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something more serious:
"There are a number of instruments of torture
far more inhumane than dissecting an anesthetized frog—for example, the mousetrap and
flyswatter. These devices have no redeeming
social value, such as advancing teaching or
research.. .One could at least enact legislation requiring that flies be anesthetized before they are
swatted."
More important, however, are the letters of support Jeni has received, from practically everywhere
in the world, from as far away as Iceland and South
America, from boys and girls, from men and
women. Many of these letters have come from
older adults, some who are in their 70s and who
still remember, as Jung did, the horrors of vivisection in their school programs. We began our interview with Jeni and her mother with that fact.
OTI Do you think that many people have an instinctive revulsion to cutting up animals and that
young people have a natural sympathy to animals
that the educational system breeds out of them?
JG Definitely. I was surprised by the many letters I got. Some people were so anxious to write
to me, even though they didn't know my name or
address, they wrote on the envelope, The Girl Who
Refused to Cut Up a Frog. The mailman knew who
I was.
OTI Did you get any negative letters?
JG About two.
OTI Only two, out of 300? That would suggest
a pretty strong feeling out there against cutting up
animals in school. So how come nothing gets said
about it?
JG I think the students must be afraid to speak
out.
OTI Do you think the parents know what is going on? Do you think they are aware of how much
dissection high school students are doing, and how
pained they may feel about it?
JG No, I don't think so. I think most parents
don't know anything about this problem.
OTI Why isn't the problem discussed at PTA
meetings?
JG There wasn't any PTA at my school, and I
don't know what happens at other schools in this
respect. I suspect the students just don't say
anything, and the parents don't know.
OTI Jeni, many people are afraid of dogs, snakes
and spiders. It's hard for them to feel sympathy for
crawly creatures, or animals they fear. What would
you say to someone who says, "I don't like dogs
or frogs. Why should I care about them?"
JG I don't like frogs either, and I hate spiders.
You don't have to love an animal not to want to hurt
it, or to believe that you shouldn't hurt it. We don't
hurt people, whether we love them or not. And I
didn't refuse to cut up the frog, or to dissect the
calve's brain or sheep's eyes when I was in junior
high because I'm squeamish, because I'm not. I like

"We tend to love animals when we come to
know them. If all we
know of them is that
they are objects to be
cut up, what kinds of
feelings can we have to
the animal world by the
time we are adults?"

horror stories and ghost stories. I refused because
I believe you should respect life, all of life, even
a frog or a spider, whether you like them or not.
PG We believe that everything is here for a
reason, whether we like that creature or not. We
musn't judge other creatures from an ego-human
point of view. You can respect the life of a creature
without loving the individual creature. What we
respect is the life force that is in every living animal.
OTI Pat, you are a theosophist. This is a society
which has existed for over a century, but which
traces its ideas through all religions and includes
philosophy and science. How did you become interested in theosophy?
PG I was in my middle 20s and I heard a lecture
on the radio one night about theosophy. All my life
I had been searching for something to make sense
out of the universe for me, and this did. Thesophy
is not a religion. The theosophical society is founded on the principle of unity in the universe.
Everything is related, unity connects all of life from
Adam to the galaxies in outer space, and this unity can never be understood by its parts. Theosophy
also teaches that all of us have a responsibility to
recognize the unique value of everything that exists. All my life I felt a kinship to animals that I
could not explain, until I became a theosophist. For
me, theosophy allowed me to become myself. I
can't say it changed me, but rather that it developed
me.
OTI Jeni, what other kinds of dissection were
done when you were in junior high?
JG They pitched frogs and then put the frogs in
ajar with alcohol cotton balls. In junior high, the
students paired off, two kids to a frog, so about 15
Editor's Note: On August 1,1988, Federal district frogs were used. In high school, every student gets
judge, Manuel Real, dismissed Jeni Graham's suit her or his own frog.
against the Victor Valley Union High School
OTI That's an enormous number of frogs used,
District after the school agreed to let Jeni view
every year in just one high school. But if the schools
photographs ofa dissectedfrog that died ofnatural didn't do things like this, how would students learn
causes to identify its body parts. Jeni's lawyers may about animal life? Do you feel students should be
appeal the dismissal of the suit, suggesting the
educated about animals by having them in a cage
problem of finding a frog dead of natural causes in a classroom, even if we don't dissect them?
that would be in good enough shape to serve the
JG No, I don't believe in zoos or cages. Those
purpose.
are not natural environments for animals. I believe
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animals should live where it is natural for them to
live. The schools should bring the students to where
the animals are. We should go on field trips.
OTI A Muslim writer, Al-Hafiz A. Masri, has
called for "An international movement of children,
such as 'Friends of Animals', comparable to the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, to teach humane
education. What do you think of this idea?
JG I think it's a great idea. I wish every school
could start one.
OTI I know you have been a vegetarian since the
age of 10. Did you ever feel "left out of things"
because you refused to eat frankfurters and
hamburgers?
JG No, not really. My mother never forced
vegetarianism on me. She became one and then
just asked me if I would like to become one. I was
about eight or nine when I realized that the meat
I ate came from animals, and by the time I was 10,
I was glad to become a vegetarian.
OTI But what about at birthday parties and
cookouts. Did you ever feel pressure to eat what
everyone else is eating?
JG No. I just explain ahead of time, and people
accept it.
OTI I understand you want to stay in science professionally, to be a wildlife photographer or a
marine biologist. Who are your heroes or heroines
in science?
JG Jane Goodall and Jacques Cousteau.
OTI Jeni, has it been difficult keeping up with
your school work and friends, with all this attention about your case?
JG In the beginning it was very hard, because
the cameras kept following me around wherever
I went, and kids kept jumping in front of the
cameras.
OTI What do you make of all this?
JG I don't know. I can't figure out why so much
fuss has been made.
OTI Some of the things that have happened must
have been very gratifying, like the awards you've
been given and the letters you've received. I
understand that Congressman Tom Lantos has offered you an internship in his office, to study the
legislative efforts that concern protection of animals
on the federal level. Have you accepted?
JG Definitely. I start this summer.
OTI Jeni, a lot has happened for you in this year
and a half. How do you think you've changed?
JG I don't think I've changed at all. I'm still the
same person. I don't know why so much fuss has
been made.
PG It's changed my life a lot more than it's
changed Jeni's life. I have had to change my
lifestyle, my goals, the way I spend my days.
OTI Do you feel annoyed by these changes?
PG No, but I do have to learn how to adjust. I
don't feel annoyed, because I believe that what I
am supposed to be doing with my life is to help people realize their true relationship to the animal
kingdom. What Jeni did has changed my life more
than hers, but I have to be responsive to mat change
to realize this aim. Right now I am writing a book
about Jeni's experience. It is going to be for the
teenage group, people about her age who can identify with her and with what she did. I've been approached by David Eagle, the producer, who is also
an animal rights person. He wants to make a T. V.
movie about Jeni's story. We had hoped the movie
would be out by this fall, but with the writers'

strike, it may be postponed. I'm also now involved
with the Sierra Club. So, my life has changed quite
a bit. You asked Jeni about all the letters she has
received and the numbers of people who have told
her how upset they were when they had to do
dissection. David Eagle told me that when he was
a youngster he had a pet frog he used to keep in
a terrarium. He loved that frog, and was horrified
when he was given a frog to dissect in school. We
tend to love animals when we come to know them.
If all we know of them is that they are objects to
be cut up, what kinds of feelings can we have to
the animal world by the time we are adults?
OTI Pat, do you think there is a serious problem
of teaching students to be cruel through dissection?
PG Yes, I do. I believe it is a serious moral problem that your children are taught to cut up animals.
OTI I understand there has recently been a law
passed in California, allowing students the option
to do an alternative project to dissection?
JG Yes, but it's not a very good law, because
the teacher has to give approval. So the student is
still dependent upon the teacher.
PG Still, it's a first step, and some people have
said that Jeni's case motivated the government to
do that. The Peninsula Humane Society put the bill
together and it was authored by Congresswoman
Jackie Spiers.
OTI An editorial by Juliana Texley in the
publication of the National Science Teacher
Association (December, 1987) in response to Jeni's
case, called for a reduction in high school dissection programs:
"For those of our biology students who
went on to careers in the life sciences, dissection of preserved frogs and pigs was seldom
the key to their success. More often it was
logic, curiosity, and perhaps a bit of love for
the surprises that organisms bring to the
science laboratory. Most college instructors
agree. So, with an entire biosphere of lively
experience out there for teachers to offer,
perhaps it's time to cut dissection down to
size."
Do you find it curious to compare the editorial in
Science magazine with this editorial on Jeni's case?
What do you make of such an editorial in a
prestigious jounal like Science?
PG It's reactionary fear. You know, the farmers
in California were against the school dissection bill.
Even they want to maintain the situation. They
don't want anything to change in the public's relationship to animals, on the farm, in the laboratory,
or in the classroom.
OTI Pat, your book about Jeni is as much about
TAKING ACTION
Student Action Corps for Animals (P.O. Box
15588, Washington, D.C. 20003-0588)
publishes a resource list for students who wish
to know their rights with respect to dissection.
Some of their publications are: "You Can Say
No To Dissection Flyer": a fast-read flyer that
focuses on needs for a school policy about
non-animal lab choices from the ethical, scientific and student rights points of view; "Suggestions for Student Animal Rights Groups";
"Say No To Dissection Pamphlet", which includes a position paper by a physician; information on biological supply houses, and other
valuable material. Their publications are very
affordable for students.
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a student's right to speak out on moral issues as it
is about animal rights. In the 1962 Congressional
investigation into the treatment of laboratory
animals, one witness said: "Our entire nation is
harmed, as surely harmed as by radioactive
fallout.. .by cruelty that has the appearance of social
sanction and legal blessing."
PG Of course, I couldn't agree more. We not on-

ly need the students to speak out, and to be encouraged and protected when they do speak out,
we need parents to be informed and to speak out.
Postscript: In 1986, students at Leeds University,
England, voted to invoke the World Charter for
Violence-Free Science. But animal experiments
continue at that school.
i
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natural, if difficult, step.
And difficulties abound, Under the heading of
"Ordeals" Rabbuzzi discusses pregnancy and birthing in a more straightforward manner. I wish it
had been available years ago before my children
MOTHERSELF: A Mythic Analysis of
were born. With all that was going on in the '60s,
Motherhood by Kathryn Allen Rabuzzi (Indiana
revelation of these "mysteries" was not generally
University Press, Bloomington, IN; $12.95
outside of the purely clinical.
paperback)
On the other hand, would I want a pregnant
..."the hero's quest, found in all cultures in all
daughter to read of the perils of miscarriage,
times, functions as an archetype for the human
stillbirth, infanticide and serious postpartum
quest for selfhood. Yet despite this otherwise condepression? Certainly these sorrows occur, but
vincing claim to universal application, the hero's
their presentation here seems to express anger that
quest has not universally applied to women.'' Taking Joseph Campbell's The Hero With A Tliousand the miracle of childbirth is regarded too casually
Faces as her point of departure, Rabuzzi outlines by women and especially by men. She ends this
chapter with, "...the return journey for a woman
"The Way of the Mother" as a quest having many
following the deeply sacred experience of childbirth
of the same learning experiences but from a very
is full of peril. Safe return can never be taken for
different perspective. Though based on a woman's
granted."
physical capacity, the pattern is meant metaphoricaIn her conclusion, Rabuzzi claims that "womb
ly as well as literally. She begins with an imporenvy" (there is no mention of the "ordeal" of intant question for women who now have choices
fertility) has led to cloning, fertility sperm banks,
they never had before. Ask not, Rabuzzi says,
egg donors, test-tube impregnation, surrogate
should I have a baby, but do I want to become a
mothers, artificial wombs, artificial insemination,
mother?
Having introduced the elements of the heroic and in vitro fertilization. All still require a woman's
myths and their reversals or counterparts for body, but when life is created in a test tube "...men
women, Rabuzzi discusses "The Way of the as a group could well decide that vast numbers of
women are expendable. We all know the horror of
Mother" as one way of being in the world.
the Nazi extermination of Jews." Volumes have
Drawing on her expertise as a professor of
been, and will be written on the ethical questions
Religious Studies, she explores the early myths of
the Mother Goddess and their eclipse in the Judeo- involved in life created in the laboratory. But men
in most cultures discovered their part in procreaChristian world. Rabuzzi continues her analogy
with the ordeals, atonement with the Goddess and tion a long time ago. Yes, it can be argued that with
the perils of the return for women seeking "The the discovery of the creative process, the Goddess
Way of the Mother." She concludes with the at- became God. However, I find so angrily hysterical
tempt of men to create life in the laboratory and thus the notion that, with this last barrier crossed, men
will naturally dispense with women, as to underrob women of their mysteries and boons.
Rabuzzi is also a teacher of English and was im- mine the many good and valid points of the book.
mediately faced with the difficulty of describing exDespite its academic language, intercultural
periences for which there are few, if any, words. background, and rare use of the first person, this
It was hard to follow her train of thought at times. is a very personal, religious and psychological quest
Her language is highly academic and full of an- of a white, middle-class professional woman. From
thropological and psychological jargon. Whether the beginning, she assumes that young women can
her words were chosen to disguise or emphasize make a choice between motherhood and a career—
her anger I'm not sure, but by page 12 I was tired or both—and that the career is not clerking at the
of "androcentric" and "gynocentric " and there dime store. She also assumes knowledge of the
was much more to come.
technical and academic terms of several disciplines,
When using specific examples, Rabuzzi's thus putting her pattern for the "Way of the
language, if not her point, became clearer. Two- Mother" beyond the reach of the majority of
year-old Teddy is cared for by his home-based women.
father while his mother goes out to work. Teddy
—Mary Squire
calls his father "Mommy", which, the author feels,
has serious implications but she does not really say Mary Squire is registrar of Friends World College
what they are. Surely Teddy will figure it out in in Huntington, LI. and a free lance writer. She is
time. In another case, Rabuzzi writes of Serena, a member of the International Women's Writing
"She had recently been extremely tense, having Guild.
lost her last child to college, [emphasis added]
While the extreme reaction to the "empty nest" is
THE AMAZON AND THE PAGE, Nathalie Clifcertainly valid, particularly for single mothers, I ford Barney and Renee Vivien by Karl Jay (Infound the word "lost" jarring. One loses a child diana University Press, Bloomington & Into illness, accident or, perhaps, serious estrange- dianapolis, IN; $27.50 hardcover; $10.95
ment, but not to college. In fact, if one has followed paperback)
the "Way of Mother" this separation should be a
Although thisfirststudy of the literary works of
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Nathalie Clifford Barney and Renee Vivien
(Pauline Mary Tarn) is long overdue, the authors
are not well served in this volume. Major figures
in a small but influential community of wealthy lesbians living in Paris at the turn of the century,
Barney and Vivien were prolific writers, publishing
scores of novels, books of poetry, essays, epigrams
and criticism. Vivien is best known as the translator
of the poet Sappho into French. As both of these
English speaking authors wrote and published in
French, most of their work is not only out of print
but also has never been translated. Additionally,
Vivien's personal papers are sealed until the year
2000. Thus the reader is dependent on Jay to explain their lives and work in a clear, succinct way
in order to make sense of their private and public
history. Although fascinating, Jay does not present
the details of their lives in a well-organized
fashion—mixing their complex personal history
with publishing information and her own literary
interpretation. Simple but necessary information is
made confusing. For instance, Barney, who lived
to the age of 96, is given her birth date (1876) on
page 2 but her date of death (1972) is not noted until
page 35. This is an important detail, as Vivien lived
only 32 years from 1877 to 1909 and their time
together was brief.
Barney, an American millionaire, and Vivien,
an independent Englishwoman, spent 10 fruitful
years (1899-1909) in each others' company. They
were friendly with the writers and artists, particularly the Symbolists, of the day. They were interested in the historic status of women, particularly
in medieval and ancient times, and in exploring the
definitions and ramifications of women's sexuality and love relationships. Their research into the
life of Sappho led to a disappointing trip to Lesbos
where modern Greeks did not live up to their expectations of an ancient Utopia. Yet their enthusiasm for researching the hidden history of
women remained undiminished. They looked deeply into the myths of Christ and the Virgin Mary,
dug back into the stories of the Great Goddess and
developed an elaborate aesthetic of romantic love
based on elements of medieval chivalry.
Additionally, they took their homosexuality
seriously and played out the significance of their
choice both in their work and in their public stance
together.
Jay has scratched the surface of these two
lives—with luck, her research will spark individual
biographies which bring the vitality of these interesting women to the fore.
—Nancy Lloyd
FAMILY ROMANCES, George Sand's Early
Novels by Kathryn J. Crecelius (Indiana
University Press, Bloomington & Indianapolis,
IN; $25 hardcover)

Reviewed in tandem with War Of The Words,
one can see the influence of the Gilbert and Gubar
paradigm on this excellent critical analysis of
George Sand's early work. Crecelius asks the right

questions and comes up with some absorbing information, concentrating on the work produced between 1827-37. A careful and insightful analysis of
Sand's autobiography, Histoire De Ma Vie, yields
Crecelius her thesis; that Sand's novels are happy
"family romances" in the sense that they portray
thematic resolutions to the daughter/father Oedipal
situation. Further, that in writing out these
scenarios, Sand herself resolved these conflicts and
that the bonding with the father figure allowed her
to complete herself as an adult and generate herself
as a writer.
Crecelius presents her arguments clearly and
leads us deftly through both Sand's personal history
and the analysis of the novels, Indiana, Valenting,
Lelia, Leone Leoni, Jacques, Andre and Mauprat.
She reminds us that Sand was an immensely successful writer who published over a 45 year period
and was a great influence, not only on the French
writers of her period (1827-1872) but in England,
Germany, Russia and Italy. She made a great deal
of money and wrote excellent contracts. After her
death and into the 20th century, she has been mostly
remembered for her affairs with famous men. This
book and reprints of her work should begin to rectify that neglect.
—Nancy Lloyd
GWENDOLYN BROOKS, Poetry and the Heroic
Voice by D.H. Melhem (The University Press
of Kentucky, Lexington; $25 hardcover; $12
paperback)

D.H. Melhem's biocritical study of the
American Black poet, Gwendolyn Brooks, shows
superb insight and erudition. A living poet (71
years); first Black person to win the Pulitzer Prize
(Annie Allen, 1950); consultant in poetry to the
Library of Congress 1985-86; Brooks has garnered
public prizes and peer recognition since she began
publishing in the 1930s. Nevertheless, she is currently fairly inaccessible to a large readership. She
is Black, female, political. Initially published by
Harper & Row, she moved to the Black press in
1969. (Her collected poems Blacks is available
through The David Company, Chicago.)
Brook's work has always reflected her commitment to illuminate Black life and values. Melham
notes that early on she "aimed to present Negroes
as people, not exotics". Her portraits of women:
Annie Allen, Maud Martha (of the novel of the
same name), Mrs. Sallie and Pepita of In The Mecca, are strong in their dailiness, their rootedness
in both the tradition and limitation of Black female
experience. Melham comments that beginning with
The Bean Eaters (1960) "Brooks' women undergo
a subtle metamorphosis and heroic definition".
Traditional roles of wife and mother break out into individual acts of moral courage. Black woman's
experience itself, as maid, mother, provider,
assumes as heroic a stance as the more radical
political figures who mark her later work, Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X.
Melham's study directly connects Brooks' work
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to the major currents of 20th century poetic thought
as she works through her personal vision. A poet
of daily life, her later, freer work—more directly
reflective and involved with Black politics—extends
language and patterns into original form. Melham
gives practically a line by line exegesis of the poems
in nine of Brooks' volumes linking literary, political
and personal references in a dense but comprehensible form. Her thrust is to connect Brooks to the
heroic mode and solidify her position as one of the
major American poets of the 20th century. She does
an admirable and successful job. The book is
slanted to an academic and critical readership but
it, and a forthcoming biography by George Kent
(University of Kentucky Press, afterword, D.H.
Melhem), will do much to revive interest in and extend the influence of this poet. Brooks, at the end
of the 20th century, represents the cohesion of
democratic forces at play in our world: still raw,
abrasive, on edge. Black, female, political and intelligent; aware, on guard, guarding the forces of
life and wholeness.
—Nancy Lloyd
PLAINS WOMAN, THE DIARY OF MARTHA
FARNSWORTH 1882-1922 edited by Marlene
Springer and Haskell Springer (Indiana University Press, Bloomington, IN: $27.50 hardcover;
$9.95 paperback)

Martha Farnsworth is a delightful woman whose
diary of 40 years (1882-1922) chronicles her
passage from young pioneer girl to settled city
matron. She began her record at age 14, with the
entry for Jan. 1, 1882 "At home. Anna and Alex
Boomershine came over. In the evening I and Mrs.
Keidney went to call on Mrs. Pantius. South
wind." In her final entry for December 31, 1922,
a year before her death, she also records the
weather "a fine sunny day" along with the description of the New Year's festivities which she and her
husband Fred celebrated annually. The "Watch"
culminated with dancing after midnight...' 'just on
the stroke of midnight, the front door was thrown
open and the whole bunch [her Sunday School
class] almost fell over one another in their rush to
get out on the front porch and shout farewell to the
old Year and welcome the New."
These homely entries describe the reference
points to much of her life; family, friends, the
church, the weather, cooking and celebrations remain happy touchstones throughout an eventful life.
Martha also traveled extensively, by railroad to
Philadelphia and Los Angeles, and by wagon
overland to the prairies of southern Colorado. She
was an ardent teetotaler and suffragist and worked extensively to secure the vote for women, first
within Kansas, then nationally.
This is what she says on the morning for both
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state and national elections: "I went to bed last
night a slave, I awoke this morning a free woman:
My vote counts as much as any Negro's—as any
dago's. Oh! it's glorious."
She grew up a free and independent girl who
herded cattle for her father on horseback as Indians
passed by on the open plain. Later, after the deaths
and lifelong loss of her Mother and favorite sister,
she spent a number of peripatetic years attempting
to establish herself as a working woman. She
taught, and, in small towns, worked in a number
of hotels as waitress and chambermaid. Eventually she moved to Kansas City where she met her first
husband Johnny Shaw, a postal delivery man. She
has numerous doubts about this marriage and they
proved well founded as Johnny became an alcoholic
and quite verbally abusive. Her poignant entries
speak to the despair of a woman literally trapped
in a marriage going nowhere down the long line
to the future. She mentions several friends who
divorced but rejects that alternative for herself. The
marriage vow represented a serious moral commitment which she felt she must uphold no matter how
unhappy or uncomfortable.
She suffered three miscarriages but gave birth to
her "wee girlie" in 1892. Unfortunately, this child
lived only a few months and Martha suffered her
loss desperately. She would never bear another
child. During this time, her husband contracted TB

and they took an arduous journey to Los Angeles, capable of organizing any one or 10 events with her
hoping that the climate would prove helpful. Mar- hands tied. Yet to hear her describe the difficulties
tha knew he was too far gone. Her entries about of achieving exactly what she wanted (and got) was
his suffering combined with her resentment of his to listen to high drama. Martha's diary brings those
continued mistreatment are an eloquent portrait of same self-aggrandizing, endearing complaints
echoing from past to present, bringing forth coman intimate conflict.
Relief at his death in 1893 brought the determina- pletely a feeling of continuity with the small
tion never to marry again; but shortly thereafter she town, heartland American life which we all
married Fred Farnsworth, also a postal worker. inherit.
—Nancy Lloyd
This was a very happy association and they remained faithful helpmates for life. It is thanks to Fred's
second wife that the diary of 4,000 pages was kept
safely and donated to the Kansas State Historical WOMEN, POWER AND THERAPY, edited by
Marjorie Braude (Harrington Park Press, N.Y.;
Society.
The diary describes the growth of the community $14.95 paperback) and
and country as well as Martha's particular life. AGAINST PSYCHOTHERAPY by Jeffrey
Games, parties, political issues, inventions, Moussaief Masson (Athenium, N.Y.; $18.95
transportation, travel, visiting lecturers, preachers hardcover)
and plays are all delightfully described. Martha inI do have a bias in approaching these two books:
terestingly had the gift of second sight and recorded For the past decade I've felt increasing alarm at the
numerous intimations of illness and death. The skill with which the powers-that-be have employed
editors liken her writing style to that of sentimen- medicine/psychotherapy to mask social problems;
tal novels of the day: slightly exaggerated, occa- to defuse social protest. Historically, for instance,
sionally moralistic, melodramatic. Yet I feel that a man's sexual use of his child was as socially perview distances her unnecessarily from our present mitted (for those who chose to act on that permisexperience.
sion) as the beating of his wife. Yet within moments
To me, she is an earlier version, indeed the of the "discovery"of the widespread incidence of
underlapping, to aspects of my own mother, born child sexual exploitation in the home, incest was
1902. A superb small town clubwoman, she was declared a "symptom of family dysfunction". We
had incest counselors, incest therapists, offender
treatment programs, family therapy, and on and on.
Perhaps most alarming was not that society was so
comfortable with individualizing a problem of
licensed power abuse—but that the victims
themselves were so earnestly and eagerly enlisted
in this effort to make the political the personal.
At issue in Jeffrey Masson's book, Against
MEDICAL
Psychotherapy, is whether psychotherapy as conSUPPLIES
cept can—even potentially—be a benevolent force.
CORPORATION
He begins:
' 'This is a book about why I believe psychotherapy,
of any kind, is wrong. Although I criticize many
individual therapies and therapists, my main objective is to point out that the very idea of
psychotherapy is wrong. The structure of
psychotherapy is such that no matter how kindly
a person is, when that person becomes a therapist,
he or she [sic] engages in acts that are bound to
diminish the dignity, autonomy, and freedom of the
person who comes for help."
Masson certainly builds an excellent case. From
the chilling stories of the use of the "diagnosis"of
"moral insanity"to confine non-conforming
women of the 19th century in France, through
Freud and Fliess' gross mistreatment of "Dora",
through the sins and sadisms of John Rosen,
Masson builds a clear and convincing case, with
compelling evidence.
Masson writes that often he is asked, "Granted
that psychotherapy is flawed, what would I put in
it's place that is better?"
In reply, he quotes a feminist friend: "Nobody
thinks of asking: what would you replace misogyny

emjou

"Suppliers
to the Trade"
228 Sherwood Ave.
Farmingdale, N.Y. 11735
(516)420-1700

20

with? If something is bad, or flawed, or dangerous,
it is enough if we expose it for what it is. It is almost
as if once it has been determined that something exists, we decide it must be there for a reason (undoubtedly true) and then slide into the false position that it must be there for a good reason, which
is undoubtedly not true."
Placed alongside that, Women, Power and
Therapy—& collection of papers presented at the
1983-1984 Women's Institute, sponsored by the
American Orthopsychiatric Association and edited
by Marjorie Braude—is necessarily less coherent.
The occasion for this cross-disciplinary dialogue,
is the struggle by "many of us in the mental health
field" for professional recognition—"from our
states, insurance companies, national organization,
and even our peers." The struggle, that is, for
recognition by the mainstream medical/psychotherapy field. It is that will to belong to the club
that perhaps speaks best to the concern Masson
raises. It is not unknown that the price of the ticket
of admission to most professions is that you check
your non-conforming political persuasions at the
door.
Nonetheless, much in the book speaks to serious
feminist issues; and certainly many of the papers
validate women's reality in this culture. "Depressed people are not 'sick',"writes Gretchen Grinnell.
"Rather they are mistaken in believing that they

themselves are malfunctioning while those who
dominate them are 'well'. The opposite is often
true—depression is a correct reaction to a
disordered surround." This is exciting to read
precisely because it is true; but it raises and leaves
hanging a critical question. What, besides challenging the "disordered surround", politically, is going to make any significant difference—even for the
"depressed"individual? There was no question in
the mind of Hersilie Rouy, institutionalized in 19th
century France (as Masson recounts from her
diaries) that she was perfectly sane in an insane
place, or that her protests of that were increasingly inconvenient. Then, as now, however, the way
to be perceived as "cured"by those who hold
power in the mental health industry is to "admit"that you were "sick".
Unexamined here is the very sticky question of
what health is. Is it feeling comfortable? The delusion may be a more successful place to be than
reality. Is it "high self-esteem"? Sociopaths seem
to have that in surplus.
"A further criticism of traditional therapy,"
writes Charlotte Krause Prozan in her paper "An
Integration of Feminist and Psychoanalytic
Theory", is ' 'that its aims at getting the patient to
conform and to adjust to an unjust society cannot
be countered by getting the patient to conform to
what we as feminists or socialist or anti-nuclear ac-

tivists hold out as our personal vision of what is a
just society. If we do, then we are making moral
rather than psychological judgments."
Well, yes. But we know from feminist analyses
of male-generated psychiatric theory and practice
that little in the therapist/patient (or client) relationship is value-free. "Treatment" by one person
defined as qualified of another defined as having
a problem has inherent in it one person's superior
take on life. Inherent also are moral judgements:
non-conformity, challenging the status quo,
whether by your being or your politics, do not tend
to lead to passionate approval by society, to success on the job. Of course this is stressful. It is even
depressing. But is it worthwhile?
There is an uneasy tension in this book (as, no
doubt, within the feminist therapy community) between the will to confront what is true—and the
desire to be taken "seriously''. Its strongest value
is that it raises serious questions. In fact, the issues
both these books raise are vital and far-reaching in
their implications. Let me not act the guru; read
them, think about them—and you decide.
—Louise Armstrong
Louise Armstrong is the author of KISS DADDY
GOODNIGHT, recently re-introduced as KISS
DADDY GOODNIGHT: TEN YEARS LATER,
with a new Introduction and Afterword.
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Continued from page 9
ing something and people are unaccustomed to
dealing with: something they don't own. For
women to understand that they can come to the
farm any time they want is kind of hard to believe.
Suddenly they have a country house and all they
have to do is show up. Some of them will put a paint
brush in their hands for a couple of hours; the rest
of the time they can get a sun tan, have terrific dinners, romp and do all the things they want to do.
So, that's an unusual thing and they see it as making this big desperate commitment and actually it
is really kind of worry-free. But it's a new idea and
once they've been here for a while, they fall in love
with the place. But then what will they do with it?
They can't own it because there's no ownership,
so they get very distressed and ambivalent. They
have a hard time realizing that they can come back
all the time.
MH It appears that you "let all flowers bloom"

"There is an enormous
psychic rocket effect
with coming out
.. .you've broken the
last barrier.. .there's
nothing they can do to
you anymore."
that there is no "politically correct'' mind-set here
at the farm.
KM Sometimes I want to throw in the towel. "I
think you're burning yourself out kid, nobody
needs this many Christmas trees and certainly
nobody needs this much grief. Go back to New
York, write, forget about it all." But now it's
beginning to work. You just have to keep at
something. It's about being stubborn and
perseverance. You learn that working with the
land. You keep mowing the dogwood until it no
longer emerges to strangle your trees. It's pretty
much the same with this. You just keep believing
in people's good will, and there's finally enough
of it. This Spring has been wonderful because every
time we really needed somebody, somebody drove
up in a car and said oh yeah, I'm here, and we got
everything done.
MH Do you have a sense of your own destiny?
I know that your life has had a great deal of struggle. Have you come to terms with it?
KM Only on good days. Seriously, it's getting
a little surer now. Running a farm, there's a lot of
knowledge that one has to acquire very fast. There
are so many ways you can err, and have to do it
again next year, or a week later. My real terror is
that the farm will consume me as an artist, so I've
got to sort of slip out from under it. When I get this
next book against torture finished I'm going to arrange my life so that I can really love writing and
write just what I want to. Perhaps a book about my
father and family. I want to write more
autobiography. I think I'm ready for a lyric period
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or maybe loafing around foreign towns.
MH Where do you see women going? What
more should they do?
KM I want to see it [the Movement] get more
international because I think that we need the
energy of people in other countries to clear our
minds and go forward. Of course, this country is
so basic to the general impression of the planet that
the more we can energize and activate ourselves,
the more it will be useful to fellow human beings,
to fellow women in other places.
MH It's your thinking that American feminists
have been too isolated—too bumed out...
KM Our tire got busted and we need somebody
who knows how to change a tire.
MH Who do you see as having the ability to reenergize us?
KM Because of the book I'm doing on torture,
I'm very aware of the political situations in South
Africa, South America and Central America. I
really want to see women of the two hemispheres
come together, North and South. I think that's our
future. Our friends are European women but our
real cousins (whom we haven't met yet) are the
women south of the border. We could be very germane to changing that situation along with the entire movement against racism and imperialism. It's
really essential that we do that and that there are
beginnings. I went to Mexico last spring and realized that that's my future. I'll be going to Mexico
and all over South America a great deal now
because that's where it's going to be at. We can
connect, and also it's such a hopeful, wonderful
thing to see it this other way—to begin to think
about making a Pan American culture. It's going
to be (I think) a delightful prospect. What wonderful women, what amazingly nice people all
together, and how decent they are about their inevitable resentment against the United States of
America. How really decent they are to you as an
American when you and your ilk have caused them
so much harm.
MH And we, always complaisant, have allowed
Reagan to do this.
KM Because we thought it was economically advantageous to us. That is so short-sighted in terms
of the economy—to penalize millions and millions
of people. It's not even good business—though
that's not why you shouldn't do it. I truly believe
women can be a real influence. We've got to
become political, economic, heavy-duty and full
citizens, not just arguing for issues that affect us
personally, like "pay me the same amount of
money," or "take this disability away from me,"
etc.
MH You mean move beyond the equality
issues—to where feminism is a step in the process
rather than the end of the process?
KM We need a totally different kind of political
organization.
MH We need another level. Many women get
very caught up in politics that relate purely to
gender difference equity.
KM That just makes you another one of the other
guys.
MH It's liberal politics. Liberal feminism instead
of radical feminism.
KM And it's quite illiberal, finally.
MH Ultimately, it's as you said, the difference
between cutting up a piece of the same pie or rebaking it altogether.
KM Right.
£
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Continued from page 10
support our cause with compassionate rhetoric, yet
hesitate to publicly support prostitutes' rights.
The above scenario creates a situation in which
our rights can be used as a volley ball in political
power struggles. The passage of mandatory HIV
testing laws in various states is taking place in such
a climate. Ourrightsmust not be traded for political
power. We can not afford to be put off in the midst
of these crises. As other states consider mandatory
testing legislation, California must take the lead in
a strong movement to impede such legislation.
CHALLENGING SEXUAL TABOOS

Because of the repressive sexuality (particularly in
regard to women) and stigmatized nature of sex
work in our culture, there is much misinformation
about prostitutes and the sex business. Even the
most open minded among us base our opinions of
sex work on Judeo-Christian values which equate
a range of sexual activities with sin and humiliation. These values instill a self-hatred within us as
we function in sexual contexts. As a result, activists
and prostitutes are discouraged from identifying
ourselves in a struggle for our rights.
SOLIDARITY

In order to fight the legislation which scapegoats
prostitutes, we must accrue a momentum of support among women. Communication between
feminists regarding issues of sexual experiences,
practices and lifestyles must be included in the
feminist agenda. As a prostitute, I have been aware
of the stigma which forces my associates into severe
isolation. Again and again feminists confess their
participation in the sex business to me, indicating
that they are not presently able to stand up for prostitutes' rights for fear of being ostracized in
"politically correct" circles.
In addition, after witnessing three strong prostitutes' organizations (WHISPER, COYOTE, and
US PROS) in bitter competition with each other,
I am convinced tha this "in-fighting" is a result of
our extreme vulnerability, a fight for the crumbs
of self-determination fed to us by the Patriarchy.
I urge feminists to examine the prejudices which
divide us and exercise greater patience when confronting various attitudes towards prostitution. All
women must learn to respect the prostitute's pride
in her identity as she insists that she has ' 'chosen"
her life and that she is better off than those who
work 9-5 jobs. At the same time, career prostitutes
and those concerned with rights to sexual expression must be more sensitve to survivors of incest
and forced prostitution. We must all prioritize the
fight against the sexual holocaust.
Issues of choice, coercion and force are the
gradation of women's sexual experience. I am
frustrated that the debate dividing us is preoccupied
with strictly catagorizing various activities i.e.:
WHISPER attacks the myth of prostitution as a
choice, while COYOTE defends it. Though forced
and coerced sex is a tactic used to control women
and many of us live in conditions resembling the
crudest slavery, many other women are much less
affected by the tactics of sexual control (based on
childhood experience, psychosexuality, etc.) Some
women do find great satisfaction and reward in their
career as sexual facilitators, and often those who
have suffered most in the face of rape, force and
incest are offended by this phenomena. At the same
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time, sex workers and advocates are threatened by
the sensitivity and anger of women who resist sexual participation with men. A chasm has been
created between women based on our experience
of, and reaction to, the sexual abuse in our culture.
We must open up these channels of communication, prioritizing the welfare of sex workers, while
at the same time prioritizing ourfightagainst forced
and coercive prostitution and the sexual exploitation of women. In order to fight effectively on
either front, we must end the division of our movement into opposing camps.
Dismantling the complicated "machinery" of
sexual oppression which both forces women into,

"A chasm has been
created between
women based on our
experience of, and
reaction to, the sexual
abuse in our culture."
and punishes women for, prostitution will be a new
task for the feminist movement. New strategies
consist of outreach and affirmative action for sex
workers and survivors of sexual abuse. Old style
consciousness-raising can lift the veil of secrecy
created by the "whore stigma" and allow sexworkers to come out of their closets. The antipathy
of both camps of feminists may be tempered by personal contact with other women and a presiding
commitment to a unified movement. Hopefully, the
difficult task of saying "no" to rape and ' 'yes" to
sexual expression will provide an answer in the personal lives of many women with diverse experiences and raise the feminist struggle to a level
of relevancy which we haven't achieved for quite
some time.
THE FACTS ABOUT PROSTITUTES AND AIDS

Although mandatory HTV testing legislation ostensibly covers both prostitutes and their clients, in
reality, customers are infrequently arrested for prostitution, so felony charges (based on a second arrest) would not apply to customers of prostitutes.
In addition, customers almost always plead guilty
to reduced charges (such as loitering) so that the
rate of conviction of clients on prostitution charges
is negligible.
According to the Project Aware study of sexually
active women, prostitutes do not show a higher rate
of seropositivity than other sexually active women.
In addition, female to male transmission of HIV is
less efficient than male to female transmission.
Statistics corroborate a prostitute's negligible role
in the transmission of HIV. Legislative targeting
of prostitutes amounts to scapegoating prostitutes
and women.
Mandatory HIV testing and punitive treatment
of those exposed to HIV does not distinguish between risky activity and safe activities such as
manual stimulation and no-touch fantasy sex. Some
of the above legislation would make hand-jobs into felonies. Charging a prostitute with a felony, particularly in the above circumstances, is clearly a
case of scapegoating. We wish to alarm the public

to a situation which is, in effect, a quarantine, due
to the extended sentences and short life expectancies of women exposed to HIV.
According to the U.S. Department of Health,
prior to the AIDS epidemic, prostitutes had been
involved in only three tofivepercent of the venereal
disease cases in this country. (Teenagers accounted
for 35 percent of transmissions.) In contrast to the
fear of contamination from prostitutes, there is a
lack of documentation of transmission of AIDS by
prostitutes in the United States. Current studies
show that most prostitutes practice safe sex with
their clients.
Laws against prostitution are enforced in a
discriminatory manner against women. Only 10
percent of those arrested are clients. Although less
than 50 percent of prostitutes in this country are
women of color, 80-90 percent of those sentenced
to do jail time are women of color. Forced testing
and harsher sentences result in further violation of
(and violence against) an extremely vulnerable
population during a crisis which requires compassion, and creates more dependence on abusive
pimps. (Prostitutes have the right to responsible
third party management.)
In a study done by A.W. A.R.E. (Association of
Women's Research and Education, San Francisco
General Hospital, (415) 476-4091), prostitutes
showed no higher incidence of seropositive results
than other women with more than three sexual partners per year. Seropositivity among prostitutes was
confined to I. V. drug users, representing less than
10 percent of prostitutes.
Many women are forced into prostitution by
violence and coercion. Mandatory testing and
escalated charges are further forms of violence
against them.
Legislation already exists to cover the intentional
infliction of bodily harm. Quarantining prostitutes
by charging them with felonies serves no purpose
but to stigmatize them and violate their civU rights.
Drug treatment programs must be designed to
meet the needs of I.V. drug-using prostitutes. (In
most communities there are long waiting lists for
enrollment in methadone programs.) Liveable income and job training alternatives must be provided
on a wider basis for all those who wish to stop
working in the sex business, with special assistance
for those who may have been exposed to the virus.
Solutions such as disability payments to prostitutes who may be infected must be presented to
legislators. Preconceptions about the unpopularity of prostitutes should be challenged. Legislators
fear the loss of public support based on stands taken
on prostitutes' issues, yet, in reality, such association is rarely compromising to a politician's career.
The legislation for mandatory HTV testing of prostitutes scapegoats us as easy targets, because of
our current status as outlaws and our traditional role
as symbols of "immoral" sex. Manipulation of our
fate for the purpose of warning the general public
is, therefore, justified by those who are quite aware
of our scant impact on the spread of AIDS.
Prostitute rights advocates, gay activists, and all
feminist activists must join together to oppose all
mandatory testing and scapegoating of politically
vulnerable populations. We urge compassion and
diligent attention to the rights of those people who
are not in a position to speak for themselves. 4

FEEDBACK
"Just when I was despairing of ever finding a truly FEMINIST publication—along comes OT1 to the
rescue.
It's a breath of fresh air to read of courageous
women like Andrea Dworkin and Petra Kelly, who
dare to take a stand, and refuse to back down.
True to your title, 077 is indeed, right on target,
on the issues.
I am currently President of a humane group
which rescues racing dogs about to be killed for
failure to continue winning on the track. We place
them into pet homes, literally to spare their lives.
Ninety-nine percent of our membership is female,
and several are waking up to a feminist consciousness."
Aleithia C. Bower,
President, G.P.A./TX, Inc.
Houston, TX

"Your interviews with Andrea Dworkin and Petra
Kelly allowed these controversial women to speak
in their own voices and were very well done.
However, there are two issues which require further clarification from Petra Kelly. First: Why the
Green Movement in Germany does not recognize
the Animal Rights Movement. Animal experimentation is intrinsically related to chemical, biological
and nuclear warfare research. Pollution, the corruption of product testing, and the disease dangers
of factory-farmed meat rest on the industry of
animal research. Surely this issue should find a
place on the agenda of the Green Party.
Secondly: It is a contradiction to speak out for
'the right of self-determination for the PLO, but at
the same time support the integrity of the state of
Israel', because the PLO does not 'support the integrity of the state of Israel'. Its covenant calls for
dismantling the state. The loss of distinction between the Palestinian people and the PLO has
frustrated the peace process in the Middle East and
is a moral tragedy. The PLO has corrupted or
destroyed every country and organization they have
been affiliated with. During the reign of their mini
state in Lebanon, they left a trail of grisly rapes,

murders, and 'desaparecidos'. People were executed publicly for flimsy reasons, and in Uganda, they formed part of Idi Amin's bodyguard and
did bayonet practice on live prisoners. I refer Petra
Kelly to Jillian Becker's book on the PLO (St. Martin's Press, 1984) for further information of this
kind."
Roberta Kalechofsky
Marblehead, MA
Petra Kelly responds:
"In reference to Roberta KaJechofsky's comments,
I offer the following clarification: 1) The Greens
are clearly against animal experimentation. 2) We
agree, instead of speaking about the, right of selfdetermination for the PLO', it would be more appropriate to speak about the 'right of selfdetermination for the Palestinian people'.
On the other hand, we all know that the PLO is
not only the internationally recognized representative of the Palestinian people, but the PLO with
its various factions also has the support of the majority of the Palestinian people. The Greens support the view that there are two equally valid rights:
the right of self-determination of the Palestinian
people and the integrity of the State of Israel and
their people. On various occasions, Greens have
called upon PLO representatives to recognize this
Israeli right and, as you know, there are people
within the PLO who agree with this policy. We are
optimistic that they will gain strength and that this
position will become official PLO policy."

"Vol. IX is terrific. I didn't think I could read
anything new about Andrea Dworkin after all that
I've already read, but your interview was enormously revelatory.
Vinie Burrows' piece was deep and substantive.
Rakow's was challenging and everything else was
fine too."
Letty Cottin Pogrebin
(Letty Cottin Pogrebin is a founding
editor of My. Magazine.)
"Your magazine is a heady breath of air.
Boise, Idaho seems like a cultural outback by
some standards, but women get together here and
sew quilts for peace so it has its moments. I empathize with oppressed women everywhere and, in
this patriarchal world, everywhere is everywhere.
That is why your efforts to share this perspective
are so wonderful."
Diane Roberts
Boise, ID

"Thank you for On the Issues. Each time I read
it I feel connected—reminded—elated—stirred-up
as a Lesbian—Mother—Jewess—that there are
women like yourself doing the work.
I'm at my desk, it's 8 A.M. and I've read your
editorial on 'padding'. Wonderful! I work in a high
school and part of my job is guidance counselor.
Each day here becomes more of a nightmare. I'm
in a 'good' school—Sheepshead Bay H.S.—but the
incest—non-sex abuse pregnancies—low level of
'I agree mostly with Merle Hoffman's editorial consciousness—lack of motivation—gives me the
regarding 'padding' (On the Issues, Vol. IX). feeling I'm back in the '50s when I started in
However, the realpolitick of Merle Hoffman and Bed-Sty.
As soon as I get home I'm sending in 10
the radicalism of Andrea Dworkin fail to realize
that removal of a specific theory or policy requires subscriptions. How else can I help?"
Ruth Berman
substitution of another in its place. For some
Brooklyn, New York
reason, each glosses over this aspect of reality;
perhaps, because neither has a specific program
"Like you, I once went to a bullfight. Under the
with which to replace it.
grand illusion that the bull was a 'willing participant in this ancient ritual', I, too, imagined dying
by the matador's sword a better, nobler death than
that found in the abattoir. That was the thought that
numbed my empathy with the tortured beast, and
dulled my senses to the smell of hot blood and the
sound of pathetic bellowing.
But now I see the bullfight for what it is: a sadistic
ritual of male dominance. The bull is no more a
willing victim than the horses whose plight you accurately described. Taken from his herd only a few
days before the fight and weakened with laxatives
and drugs, the bull is prepared for the spectacle by
having his horns ground, his eyes rubbed with
vaseline to blur his vision, and his nostrils stuffed
with cotton to obstruct his breathing. If the bull is
Because Andrea Dworkin dismisses sado- especially strong, he may also be beaten with sandmasochism as 'mind fuck for women', it is bags. Released from a dark confinement into the
understandable why she would not choose that as glaring light of the ring, the animal begins chargan alternative. However, in my view, ing wildly—an instinctive behavior stimulated more
gynosupremacy should replace male dominance by terror than ferocity. There, in the ring, he is furand matriarchal society should replace patriarchal ther weakened with lances and darts before meeting
the "brave" matador who has acquired his deadly
society."
skill by practicing on docile cows awaiting death
R. Robert
in slaughterhouses.
Monroe Falls. OH
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educators to the children they profess to love—they
would probably be much happier. Rep. Schroeder
had it right after all when she said that 'having
babies is not necessarily one of life's givens'."
Bonnie Nelle Duncan
Rockville, MD

As long as sadism is culturally sanctioned, there
is little hope for eliminating violence and terror in
the world. Macho men will continue their dances
of death in and out of the corrida."
Kim Bartlett, Editor
Animals' Agenda
Westport, CT
"In response to comments by Ann Muir Thomas
in her letter to 077 (Vol. IX, 1988) regarding
vivisection and diabetes:
The "history of medicine", as put forth in most
books dealing with the subject in this country, purposely propagandizes vivisection, hardly telling us
the whole truth.
Long before Banting and Best began mutilating
dogs to 'prove' to themselves and the world what
had already been discovered by doctors in the
previous century, a Dr. Zuelzer used human insulin
extracts (from human corpses) with, as Banting admitted, better results than with anything derived
from animal experiments. More recently, diabetes
researcher Dr. Tyrone Dennesey has warned that
animal insulin is dangerous to humans (worsening
the symptons of blindness, kidney failure, etc.)
because animal fluids are not compatible with
human tissue. He said, 'Would you accept a blood
transfusion from a pig or a cow?' (For those who
don't know, it kills people outright).
Our mental and physical health would be much
better than it is now if we practiced veganism,
natural hygiene, love and ahimsa (non-violence).
The vicious circle of greed, selfishness, destruction of life, bigotry, apathy and sexual psychoses
degrades every one of us.
Sue Marston
Investigative Reporter
Fur N' Feathers Newspaper
Burbank, CA
"I was pleased to be able to quote from the piece
written by your Publisher Merle Hoffman, re the
surrogate motherhood issue and Mary Beth
Whitehead (On the Issues, Vol. VIII). It is in the
final chapter of my next book, which is on new
reproductive technologies and genetic engineering.
There are some interesting (and disturbing) connections between the abortion issue and the passing of laws relating to new reproductive
technologies. This forms one of the chapters in the
above book, which is titled The Baby Machine—
The Commercialisation Of Motherhood. "
Dr. Jocelynne A. Scutt
Melbourne, Australia
An Open Letter To Congresswoman Pat
Schroeder
"After reading your article in On The Issues on
'The Unfinished Mandate: Addressing the Issue of
Infertility' I feel I must respond to your proposals
regarding adoption. Although not a member of the
'adoption triad' (birthparent, adoptee, adoptive
parent) myself, I have worked with triad members
and written about adoption reform for some time.
You describe adoption as "a wonderful way to
build families" without acknowledging that adop-
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tion destroys as many families as it builds, bringing lifelong grief to birthparents who surrender
their children and lifelong feelings of confusion and
rejection to many adoptees. Rather than advocating
financial support to encourage people to take
children away from their parents, I urge you to propose legislation which will provide centers for pregnant women and impoverished families which will
provide them with the financial, emotional and
social support necessary to insure stable family life.
Given the lack of support services, we cannot say
with certainty that any woman voluntarily relinquishes her child. Surrender to adoption almost
always includes some element of duress.
I applaud your efforts to make medical services
for infertility available to all, but remind you that
adoption does not cure infertility—it is a 'robbing
Peter to pay Paul' system in which the adoptive
parents' happiness is bought at the expense of the
birthparents' loss."
Patricia de La Fuente
Parsippany, NJ
"Although I usually agree with Rep. Pat
Schroeder, her proposal for insured infertility treatment raises several questions. For example, is it
fair that the insurance for federal employees (in
part, furnished by our tax payments) foot the bill
for infertility treatment while abortion, voluntary
sterilization and other contraceptive services remain
uncovered by most plans and virtually unobtainable
under Medicaid? Would the legislation legitimize
surrogate mothering for hire, thus contributing to
the modern mode of body-selling (and babyselling)? Should more children be added to the excess world population at a time when social services, including day care, remain woefully inadequate to handle the existing base even in our own
communities? Finally, should women be encouraged to continue thinking that giving birth is their
natural destiny and the primary purpose of
marriage?
I believe that last question is central to the issue.
For far too long, women have sacrificed their own
destinies in order to produce the next generation,
resulting in an endless cycle in which tomorrow
never comes. If all those who are infertile would
just stop whining and get on with leading productive lives—perhaps working as care-providers or

"In conjuction with the Consortium On Prison
Education (NYC), I am doing the research for an
issue on, about, for and by 'Women In Prison'. I
believe that Women In Prison are more determined,
courageous and sophisticated in the struggle for
humane justice than are their male counterparts.
I am a Lifer in prison myself, and while I know
that the issues on this side of the fence are often projected to the general public, I am of the opinion that
the women's side of things are not. I hope to change
some of that with this effort."
Kenneth Gender, 79A1820
P.O. Box AG
Fallsburg, NY 12733
"'Sex, Politics, and Psychology by Raymond
Rakow, M.D. was an interesting exercise in control of women's bodies and sexuality. He admitted that psychology is a man's domain and Freud's
analysis cannot avoid worship of the penis. To
elevate the clitoris is a clever trick to subject women
to men's obsessive sexual behavior patterns. This
is not generosity but absolute selfishness in pseudoscientific form. Furthermore, he got the issue
backward. Sexual slavery is not liberation. If Diane
Keaton said, 'Sex without love is a meaningless experience' , her position should not be derogated or
dismissed as some hysterical woman's stance.
Although it's unfair to ask women to be virtuous
under the domination of men, women must not
believe they are being liberated because they are
performing meaningless sexual acts. Ask for more.
Even if birth control were perfect, casual sex for
women would be an insult and contribute to their
further denigration."
Thomasine DuBose
Selma, AL
Raymond Rakow responds:
"The theme of this article was: (1) non-procreative
sex for pleasure is socially discredited and
derogated; (2) across-the-board sexual repression

is magnified for women through invisibilization of
the clitoris; (3) right-wing ideology specifically
targets women's rights, gay rights, and sexual
freedom; and (4) the corresponding triple liberation struggle is inextricable and we should ward off
all attempts to divide us. Sex for pleasure should
not be confused with 'meaningless acts,' and the
article explicitly stated that erotic activity has its
own essential meaning, and if human sexuality was
not so negatively loaded (make it positive!) and oppressively implemented (make it equitable!), this
would be more universally recognized. Nor should
sex for pleasure be mislabeled 'casual sex' since
it tends to be anything but casual.
Ms. DuBose apparently experienced this article
as more of the same old patriarchal trickery. I agree
that while North American male psychiatrists present a poor set of credentials for any liberation
struggle, I believe she smelled Y chromosomes
somewhat in the manner that sharks smell blood.
If we agree that master and slave are both
dehumanized in the relationship, then we need to
acknowledge the possibility of male credibility in
feminist struggle not from liberal benevolence but
out of enlightened self-interest. When an unwilling patriarchy has been forced to recognize the existence of the clitoris at all, the imperialist impulse
has been to plant a flag and colonize it for the
maintenance of male control and women's subjugation. However, sexual empowerment for women
includes the full restoration of the clitoris to its accurate and appropriately active role.
There are those who believe that heterosexuality is a doomed institution to begin with, but this
means yielding to defeatism and cynicism. Successful opposition to right-wing ideology, will require alliances of disparate elements. United front
coalitions are difficult, but defeat of the main oppressions will require considerable collective ingenuity and organized activity."
"I am a wife and mother with my own career. I
belong to a bible-centered fundamentalist church.
Your magazine endorses things I am disgusted by,
such as abortion, lesbianism and divorce.
The cover showing all those people fighting for
therightto kill unborn babies made me sick! Abortion is totally against the word of God!!"
Dawn Travis
Fall River, MA
"God bless and congratulations on your outstanding magazine for which there is now a special
need, not just because of the new direction at Ms.
but because the whole Women's Movement is now
being health directed."
Suzanne Mendelssohn
Shelter Island Heights, NY
"I read [Beverly Lowy's] glowing review of Mary
Daley's Wickedary. It well deserves the praise; I
agree. However, not one mention was made of the
30 drawings (or endsheet) that are interspersed
throughout. I created these drawings over a twoyear period in close collaboration with Daly. I
believe they are an integral part of the book. They
embellish and enhance her words. The book

becomes not just cerebral but visual in a most complimentary fashion. I wonder why the art is not
discussed or even referred to. I think my drawings
deserve attention. Don't you?"
Sudie Rakusin
(No Address Given)
Beverly Lowy responds:
"My apologies to Sudie Rakusin. However, I
believe she should take this matter up with the
publisher, Beacon Press. Nowhere on the jacket,
title page nor beneath her excellent drawings, is her
name mentioned; neither did she sign her illustrations, as I would expect an artist to do when she
is creating original work. Only after receipt of this
letter did I go over Wickedary with a fine-tooth
comb andfinallyfindMs. Rakusin's credit lost on
the copyright page, not a place reviewers would
normally look. Let me make amends by saying the
drawings are so well done that I thought they had
been carefully researched from old woodcuts."
"I wish to receive your magazine but since I can't
afford it, it may be a 'comfort' for you to know that
we shall use the material for no less than seven
young women here in Israel, who are interested in
Feminism."
Sarit Yalov
Israel
' 'We would be very grateful indeed if you would
please send us your back issues for our library! This
would be very helpful and valuable for our teaching
classes."
We look forward to utilizing your help and
guidance in order to improve the care we provide
to our patients, so that our next generation will have
a brighter future."
C.N. Malpani, M.D.
Bombay, India
"We are a group of young people interested in
development issues and their documentation.

Recently we came across your periodical On the
Issues. We consider it an important work and feel
it will come in for intensive reference at our Centre regularly."
Anjum Rajabali
Centre For Education & Documentation
Bombay, India
' 'On The Issues is an excellent publication! It makes
Ms. look like Seventeen magazine. I only hope
you'll be able to publish more often."
Sincerely,
Mary Sue Planck
San Francisco, CA

COMING
ATTRACTIONS
"Un Canto Por La Paz": Ann Near's moving account of her trip to El Salvador with her musician daughter, feminist/activist Holly Near...

"America's Secret African War": a
firsthand look at how American dollars pay for the
exile, massacres and human rights abuses of the
Sahrawis in the Western Sahara, by author and
journalist Major Carlos Wilson...

"They Must Be Preserved": the destruction of our rain forests will destroy our world. Activist Randy Hayes tells us what's happening and
what we can do about it...

"Lesbians Over Sixty": most aging
women are ignored—or worse—by our society; but'
older lesbians have special problems. Author/
gerontologist Monika Kehoe discusses frankly the
previously neglected issues of aging and
lesbianism...

"Following the Vision—50 Years in
the Non-Violent Movement" is Marjorie
Swann's personal story of how an abusive and
violent childhood set her feet on the road to peace....
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BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS
THE BATTLE TO DEFEND ABORTION CLINICS

The inside truth about the recent anti-choice invasion of New York City's abortion clinics. Includes
problems with the police, pro-choice strategies for
defense and political analysis. Available in pamphlet
form. Produced by the New York Pro-Choice Coalition. Individual copies $2; bulk rates available. New
York Pro-Choice Coalition, c/o Choices, 97-77
Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 11374
FREE CATALOGUE! Books & tapes on women's
health issues including eating disorders, alcoholism,
co-dependency, drug addiction, etc. Plus free pamphlets. For professionals, self-help, education, and
wide interest. Send SASE to: Gurze Catalog (CH),
Box 2238, Carlsbad, CA 92008.
THE CHILDBIRTH PICTURE BOOK A Picture Story
of Reproduction from a Woman's View TEXT,
DISCUSSION GUIDE, GLOSSARY, RESOURCES.
English/French/Spanish/Arabic
One Sample Book $4.00
WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL NETWORK
187 Grant St., Lexington, MA 02173

WIN
W O M E N'S
NTERNATIONAL
N E T WO RK
FRAN PHOSKEN

WIN NEWS IS AN OPEN PARTICIPATORY
E D I
T O R QUARTERLY BY, FOR AND ABOUT WOMEN
REPORTS ON
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBEI
PLEASE SUBSCRIBE & PARTICIPATE! FOR INFO CONTACT
187 GRANT ST. LEXINGTON, MASS. 02173 (617) 862-9431

GOLDEN THREADS, a contact publication for
lesbians over 50 and women who love older
women. Canada and U.S. Confidential, warm,
reliable. For free information send selfaddressed envelope; (U.S. residents please
stamp it). Sample copy mailed discreetly, $5.00
(U.S.$). GOLDEN THREADS, P.O. Box,
3177, Burlington, VT 05401
AVAILABLE AGAIN: JOHN VYVYAN'S CLASSIC:

In Pity And In Anger: A Study of the Use of
Animals In Science. Intro, by Tom Regan,
Foreword by Roberta Kalechofsky, PBK. $8.95.
The 6th Day of Creation: powerful philosophical
poem about vivisection, by Roberta Kalechofsky,
Cloth, illus. signed by author, 24 pgs. $10.00. (Post
$1.30: first book; .30: 2nd book) Micah Publications, 255 Humphrey St., Marblehead, MA 01945.
Free catalogue.
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FREE LESBIAN MAIL ORDER BOOK
CATALOG describing over 300 books, videos,
records; send 2 stamps to: Womankind Books,
dept. OT1, 5 Kivy St., Hunt. Sta., NY 11746.
Mailed discreetly.

COUNSELING
FEMINIST

THE WISHING WELL, established 1974.
Women loving women write/meet through this
beautiful alternative to "The Well of
Loneliness." Supportive, prompt, confidential
(Codes used). Hundreds of current members'
descriptions; photos, letters, resources. Intro
copy $5 (discreet, 1st class). FREE information: P.O. Box G, Santee, CA 92071

PSYCHOTHERAPIST

THE CHOICE OF A
THERAPIST
IS A POLITICAL CHOICE

MELODY M. ANDERSON
M.A.M.S. C.S.W.

BIRTH CONTROL: FACTS...FICTION... AND
ESP—THE CHOICE IS YOURS examines and
evaluates all methods with special consideration
to Effectiveness. Safety and the Personalities of
individual users (ESP) and the method best
suited to each personality. Published by
CHOICES Women's Medical Center, INC.
One-10 copies: $3.00 each; 10-25 copies: $2.50
each; over 25 copies: $2.00 each.

FILMS & VIDEO

~

"MH: ON THE ISSUES", Merle Hoffman's cable
TV feminist talk show featuring guests and topics
of vital concern to women is available on 3/4 " or
VHS as single tapes or the entire series of 10.
Single Tapes: $40.00 purchase
Series
$275.00 purchase
c/o ON THE ISSUES
or phone the Public Relations Department at
718-275-6020

(212) 529-7832
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR WOMEN ONLY

Specializing in Eating Problems and Relationship
Problems. Offices in Forest Hills, Queens & Greenwich Village (free consultation with this ad) Sandy
Chernick: 718-459-4049.

SERVICES
Congratulations to On the Issues for a consistently fine
publication.
Apple Linen Service, Inc.
Complete iinen suppiy to the medical piufession.
155-45 Linden Blvd.. Jamaica, N Y 11434
(718)659-4990

Bouquets to On the Issues for its excellence and to
CHOICES Women's Medical Center, Inc. for publishing
it.
Royal Garden Florist Corp.
99-15 Queens Blvd.
Forest Hills, NY 11374

THE ELIZABETH STONE HOUSE is a women's
mental health program based on self-help and peer
support. Our prize-winning video on women's mental issues is available for rental or purchase. Oral
histories book available for purchase. Volunteers
welcomed as advocates for residents. P.O. Box 15,
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, 617-522-3417.

CELEBRATE WOMEN with films & videos
ONE FINE DAY - Herstorical Tribute to
America's Women.
6 mins. — Inspiring!
TAKE THE POWER - Celebration of Today's
Women.
7 mins. — Uplifting!
Used by N.O.W., Women's Centers, College Groups, Fund Raisers,
Rape Crisis Centers, etc.
"A Treasured Part of my own personal archive — and (both Urns]
should be so lor all women everywhere."
GLORIA STEINEM
16mmfilm:Sale $125; Rental $35.00; VHS VIDEO $39.95 * $3 Shipping
From: LS1ITAR FILMS
6523 Hollywood Blvd , #623, Hollywood CA 90028
(213)461-1560

718-459-6333

PRODUCTS
FREE "I READ BOOKS BY WOMEN"
BOOKMARK, from Clothespin Fever Press,
5529 N. Figueroa, Los Angeles, CA 90042.
NATURE BASICS, new, complete, mail order for
people who love all creatures great, small. Quality
products, not tested on animals, natural, environmentally safe, complete cosmetics, bodycare,
household cleaners, animal products, videos, books,
water purifiers. Fastest service—best price. Give
cruelty free gifts! Catalog $1.00 applies toward purchase. Nature Basics, 61 Main St., Lancaster, NH
03584

TRAVEL
HAWK, I'M YOUR SISTER, Women's
wilderness canoeing year round, nationwide.
Guided, outfitted, excellent instruction, great
food. P.O. Box 9109-1, Santa Fe, NM 87504.
(505) 984-2268.

CLOTHING
TIRED OF A "MANPOWERED" WORLD?
This new WOMAN POWERED T-shirt Irom WorkAbles
(or Women shows mat It's not Just men thai make the
world go round! Alter years of thought, we have
crafted a design that shows the pride women
have In their work. Attractively silk screened on
easy care 50/50 cotton blend T-shirts. Whether you
1
do your work in the home, on the construction site or
on the campaign trail, you'll be letting people know
you are proud your job Is done by a woman. Choose
your size In three brilliant colors. Made in the USA.

THE JOURNAL OF SUBSTANCE FOR PROGRESSIVES

ORDER NOW!
Price INCLUDES
flnipp in^rnfl DO ll flQ

ICotos: KELLY GREEN
ROYAL BLUE
DEEP PURPLE
I
Sizus: Small (3M4|
Hed ( 3 H a | la>ji(4<M2)
E>. L a w (4Z-44)

ONLY $10 00 each

SAVEI
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3 T-shWs ONLY $28.50 I ™ ™
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Selling Socially
Responsible
Products, Concepts
or Services?

EDUCATION
MARGARET SANGER was a Socialist. Why
aren't you? Socialist Party USA, 516 W. 25th
St. #404, New York, NY 10001
WISE WOMAN CENTER—HERBAL MEDICINE
Workshops and apprenticeships. Free brochure.
POB 64, Woodstock, NY 12498.

Then ON THE ISSUES! classifieds are
well worth your consideration. Four
times a year ON THE ISSUES reaches
over 150,000 active and caring readers.
Try us. You will find ON THE ISSUES
classifieds the most effective means to
reach a whole new audience.

RATES:
Classifieds: $5.00 per line, 3-line
minimum (40 characters or spaces per
line, including punctuation).
Display Classifieds: $40 per columninch (2%" wide; 3x rate $35).
Please enclose your check with your ad
copy and send to: ON THE ISSUES,
97-77 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY
11374, Attention: Ad Director. For more
information call Carolyn Handel at
(718) 275-6020.

5 Good Reasons to Join A League
That Never Won A World Series!
I

Be a leader. People need to
know more about the controversial issues of the day and about
how government works. As a
member of the League of Women
Voters, you can be part of the process.

O Change your city for the
\) better. Important decisions affecting your children's education,
the water you drink an'd the roads
you drive are made in your home
town every day. The League injects
the citizens' perspective in local
problem solving.

O Make a difference on
Lu things that count. From
women's rights to energy policy,
from tax reform to arms control,
you will be informed and involved
when the League takes a stand.

Take A Stand!

THE LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS

/ Hone your skills. Take on
x. public speaking, communications and management challenges
as you interact with officials in
your community, state and 'Washington, DC.
^ Pick your major. The League
_J offers a range of experiences,
from voter registration to lobbying. Whatever level of involvement
you choose, there's a vital role for
you to play in the League.

Of The United States

For more League of Women Voters
membership information complete this
coupon and mail to the address below.
The League of Women \bters
1730 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC. 20036
(202) 429-1965

Name.
Street Address.
City/State/Zip _
Telephone # _
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Run BY women FOR women
A N.Y. State licensed facility

^Al^^
^^$u^

Since 1971
Merle Hoffman, Founder/President

Choices

Women's Medical Center Inc.

The highest quality medical treatment in a positive, supportive and educational
environment. We make feminist concepts a reality.
All Women's Reproductive and Gynecological Services including Sonograp_hy,
At CHOICES all patients are encouraged to practice "Patient Power", a participatory
approach to healthcare, conceived and instituted by Merle Hoffman,

Patient Power
1. Patient Power is the right to question your doctor.
2. Patient Power is not being intimidated by the medical
establishment.
3. Patient Power is making medicine work for you.
4. Patient Power is knowledge of the power of your own will to health.
5. Patient Power is awareness of available medical choices.
6. Patient Power is assertive questioning of the medical system.
Medicaid

Blue Cross

1199

7. Patient Power is knowing all your options.
8. Patient Power is being informed of your rights and
responsibilities.
9. Patient Power is comparison shopping for doctors and drugs.
10. Patient Power is being an informed consumer.
1 1 . Patient Power is integrity and responsibility.
12. Patient Power is a discipline of self awareness.
Visa

Mastercard

Annex

Open Mon. - Sat.

718/275-6020
97-77 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y. 11374

Choices
Women's Medical Center, Inc.
97-77 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374
(718) 275-6020
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