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I learned about paddings aceidently rrtany
years ago. It was in a time before my >.•consciousness was raised.
I was 18, incurably romantic, and had
taken a bunch of red roses with me to the
Grand Plaza de Toros in Madrid—-in anticipation of playing out a scerie from an Urnest
Hemingway novel—the Young American
Woman and the Matador.
That hot and sunny Sunday afternoon*—
there Was a hovelierd (an apprentice
matador) thrusting himself gracefully and
erotically in frbnt of black sweating death, :
brilliantly executing a perfect "moment of
truth"—kitting the buJI with a single thrust to:
..the-arteryin the neck; The great beast went
• down geprtly, his legs the first to move under
him as Ms massive body melted into the
sand.
A supr;erjie triurfiph for this novice—his
ritual reward was a slice of flesh, the ear of
the bull cut off with the precision of a
surgeon's knife. He would have to be far
more accomplished to receive the ultimate
prize, two ears and a tail. Around and
around the corrida this novejlero walked,
waving and throwing small kisses to the
screaming crowds—I grandly threw my
roses towards hirii over the heads of the
-spectators in frbntof me. He caught them in
one hand, and standing quite still, bowed
low arid-swept thesand with Jifs cape. Then,
in a moment of ultimate romantic fantasy,
he threw me the eat*of the bull as a knight
Would a favor to his lady.
" 1 didn't notice the blood that poured onto
my hand as I managed to catch it. I felt only

exhultation. Clutching that small, pathetic
piece of skin and hair, I was a Star. He had
chosen me from all the women in the
corrida and given me a piece of slaughtered
animal as a measure of his affections.
And I was amazed, amazed at his gift, this
symbol of romance, power, sexuality and
death. It all seemed to fit. After all, the bull
was also a willing participant in this ancient
ritual of male power and death. Here he
could die amidst pagentry and honor—a
preferable fate to the bloody anonymity of
the slaughterhouse. It was all part of that
same Hemingway script.
But then there were the horses. In my
amazement, I had forgotten about the
horses.
Coming ih at the second act, they carried
the piccadors on their backs, small heavy
men with lances that speared into the necks
of the bulls as they charged against the
sides of the hprses. ';':;•:, t ,,
The horses would be pinned against the
walls of the corrida, headsiheld high as they
stood their ground to accept the assault.
I was, fold that they weren't hurt by the
sharp fibrns that thrust into their sides as
the bulls became more and more enraged;
they Weren't hurt because they were protected by their padding, the heavy quilted
padding under the leather saddles.
. It wasibrily much later that I found out the
truth. The padding was not fortheir own
protection against the battering horns of the
I tormented bulls (there was in fact no possible protection against this) but acted as a
screen against offending the delicate sensibilities Of the crowds that demanded ignorance frorn the reality af the open, bleeding,
gushing founds. The padding was for us,
and not for them.
Now, remembering this, I began to think
about women's lives. To think about how
oftenthey were like the sides of those
horses: opeh> vulnerable, and many times
wounded and bleeding under the padding
that covered them. Andl^thbught about that
padding: a patchwork quilt, of belief systems
and conditioned responses Created by a
society that sold us its institutions as being
therefor our own protection, as existing to
comfort, protect and provide security and
engulfing safeness.l thought about how
Often that padding Was not protection at all,
but pure artifice.
fn a world created not by you but for you,
women have been slowly, historically,
culturally insidiously and consistently conditioned to live their lives under and through
paddings!
Experjentially, one could be considered
"adjusted'' as a woman in this society
determined by the degree of comfort, integration and acceptance of this padding by
women as individuals and by women collectively as a class. Much of the dissatisfaction
that occurs within women personally and
politically happens when there is an
awareness of the difference between one's
personal reality and the culturally conditioned way of perceiving things. This process has historically been described in
feminist literature as a "click of consciousness". Once this occurs there are two
roads to travel. One can either move into the

personal reality as one experiences it or,
denying this, move once again, with even
more fervor, into the padding. On a grander
scale, the general denial of the term "feminist" as an acceptable label by many American women existing simultaneously with
their belief in the goals of the movement is
a prime example of the power of these
paddings.
I have continually heard women refuse to
describe themselves as feminists because
"these women are masculine and angry"
etc., and in the next breath go on to say,
"but of course I believe in equal pay for
equal work" and that "women are just as
good as men". In this case, the reality and
the padding exist side by side in consciousness, yet the padding (the drive to be
a good girl, feminine and acceptable to the
male establishment) prevents many women
from fully accepting it.
But then the reality comes in, sometimes
quietly, other times screaming.
It happens so very often that I should be
used to it by now, made numb by habit, not
affected—it should all go into that white
noise category of neutral stimuli that gets
fused into the nothingness of trace memory.
But it only seems to get worse. Every time I
read a newspaper or turn on the TV, it hits
me, it hits me hard.
Another murder. Another woman or child
abused, battered or killed, most often by a
husband, father or lover. Paddings, paddings. . . .
Given the reality of many women's lives, it
becomes increasingly important to uncover
those sides and hold up the wounds to the
glaring light of truth.
Upon reflection, there appears to be an
enormous amount of male rage in this
society. One could perhaps theorize a political basis for this rage, that it is fostered by a
lack of community, lack of ethical purpose,
separation from one's essential humanity,
feeling powerless in the personal, impotent
in the professional; etc. But the bottom line
is that this rage is, more often than not,
directed at women—at women for perhaps
having reneged on the historical, mythological expectation of her as original,
continual nurturer and total support system.
Rage at women collectively: against their
expressions of sexuality; against their ability
to give birth and their ability to decide not
to; against the expressed political power of
that choosing; yes, rage against the continuing and escalating feminist demands for
power and participation in the society.
Rage ultimately at the struggles for a new
world order that would present a radical
political alternative vision.
Rage . . . it is not only the direct physical
violence (the arm that shatters or the gun
that wounds) but the written and spoken
word, the images, the collective perceptions
as expressed through the written and electronic media that show, without question or
compromise, the high level of male frustration and rage. Far from being purely serendipitous and arbitrary, the violent expression
of this rage takes many forms and serves
many purposes.
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The Making of
A Radical Feminist:
a Different
Perspective
on Andrea Dworkin
in an Intimate,
Candid Interview
OTI: How did Andrea Dworkin become
Andrea Dworkin?
AD: I come from a family with strong
political principles and deep human rights
convictions, so I was brought up thinking
about human rights. My parents were the
first generation born in this country, with my
father's parents from Russia and my
mother's from Hungary. My parents were
very concerned about racism, and the Holocaust was a central family experience as all
of our European family was decimated by it.
Our family talked all the time about the
relationship between what happened to the
Jews in Europe and what happened to Black
people in this country.
My father was a school teacher at a time
when only women taught school. It was a
very poorly paid and very feminized profession. He also worked in the post office for
supplemental income. We were poor and
lived in one of those neighborhoods where
the Jews are on one block, the Blacks on
another, and the Irish Catholics are on
another, but we all went to the same school.
It was a very heterogeneous way to grow up
while at the same time very strongly rooted
in American Jewish culture. I had a very
hard life as a child, though I must say I was
happy most of the time. Because my mother
had heart disease, my brother and I were
farmed out to different relatives and were
separated a great deal. When you're a kid
and your mother is very sick you grow up
very fast. I had an unusual childhood, but it
was helpful because it did a lot to prepare
me for being a writer.
OTI: What about your role models? Were
there any?
AD: My first role model was my father who
is a very unusual man, being intellectual,
honest and brave. One thing that amazes
me is that people think that I think men are
irredeemable. On the contrary, I think its
incomprehensible that men behave the way
they do, because my father was a very
gentle, loving and nuturing parent. He
served as both parents for my brother and
myself and was also a person of extraordinary loyalty and kindness to my mother. So
it was quite a shock to me when I went out
into the world and found that other people
didn't treat women the same way.
OTI: And your mother?
AD: When she was young, my mother was
one of the earliest members of Planned

Andrea Dworkin is the
author of seven books,
including Pornography:
Men Possessing
Women, Intercourse,
and the novel Ice
and Fire. She and
attorney Catharine A.
MacKinnon drafted
the first model
antipornography
law recognizing
pornography as a
violation of the civil
rights of women.

Parenthood. It was one of her first and
greatest passions, a real crusade. By the
time I was in the sixth grade I knew women
died from illegal abortions and that it was
wrong, even though I didn't have the faintest idea what an abortion was.
I knew that I wanted to stop these deaths,
only I didn't know how, but I thought that
there were probably two ways. You could
become a lawyer and brilliantly make the
arguments that would change the laws; or
you could become a novelist who wrote a
book so incredible that people cried and
couldn't stand it any more. Those are still
the two things that interest me most, change
through law and change through books.
My mother is also a model of extraordinary physical courage. Unfortunately, I've
learned nothing from her. I have no physical
courage at all.
OTI: What about literary influences?
AD: I started reading when I was very
young. Most of my original influences are
male writers, male political figures. An early
"literary influence" was Allen Ginsberg. I
read the poets that he liked, and then from
those poets I got to Shelley, Byron and
Keats, and when I found Rimbaud I was
hooked for life. I liked the wild writers who
broke all the rules, and even though I
learned more from others, when I was
younger I wouldn't read anyone who didn't
have an apocalyptic message.
OTI: So would you say your politics came out
of the literary tradition of dissidents saying "no"
to societal nules or wa? it a singular theme
coming from its own place?
AD: It came out of a variety of things. First, it
really did come out of my family, so I was
very surprised when they later viewed my
politics as rebellious. I thought I was just
doing what they had taught me to do. And
also, by the time I was in the 6th grade, I
knew I wanted to be a lawyer. That all
changed when I got arrested and realized I
didn't want to be in that courtroom as part
of that system.
OTI: That was during the protests against the
Vietnam War?

AD: It was one of the earliest at the
beginning of 1965.1 was arrested at the U.S.
Mission to the U.N. in a sit-in. Adlai Stevenson was the United States Ambassador to
the U.N. Stevenson was a great liberal, but
here he was, defending the war and being
the front for American war policy around the
world. I was so outraged that we blocked his
entrance to the Mission. We were arrested,
and I was sent to the Women's House of
Detention. I can remember standing in
court. They wouldn't let us sit down and,
because we had been on a hunger strike in
jail, we were very weak and very tired. They
kept us standing there from nine in the
morning until two in the afternoon.
OTI: That takes a great deal of physical
courage . . .
AD: It was hard, it was awful. It was so
horrible seeing what happened in the court
that I didn't want to be a lawyer anymore. I
wanted to become a citizen who knows how
to challenge the law and I think that is really
what I have become.
OTI: Was it this prison experience that
radicalized you?
AD: When I went into the House of Detention I was 18 years old. It was a notorious
and very brutal prison. Twelve floors of
women who mostly had done nothing.
Before I went into jail, a male protester
who had been arrested and convicted for
everything including theft and rape (he was
a real piece of work) somewhere along the
line had become a pacifist and a nonviolent
activist. He was being very Gandhi-like when
he said to me, "This is a really rotten place
you're going to, so be quiet and remember
everything. When you come out you can do
something about it if you remember." So I
went in there with that assignment in my
head. I can remember sitting there with a
group of women who had been arrested,
and one policewoman pointed at me and
said "Watch her. The quiet ones, they're the
dangerous ones." She could see I was
watching, remembering. All the women
were given internal examinations. You were
body searched constantly and they claimed

that they were looking for heroin. They
looked for heroin in every orifice of your
body. Also, they said they had to give you a
medical examination for syphilis. They
never gave anybody a Wasserman but two
doctors gave me an internal examination
that totally brutalized me. It was a rape.
They were male doctors, very sadistic,
having a good time laughing and joking. It's
been 20 years and I haven't forgotten one
detail of it. I started hemorrhaging shortly
after. I was only there for four days. When I
got out of jail I was still bleeding and, being
a woman of my generation, there was a lot I
didn't know, so I kept trying to convince
myself it was my period. After about the
15th day I knew this wasn't my period so I
went home to my parents. They were
furious with me for being arrested. My
mother's reactions were terrible and my
father was more concerned for her health
than mine. I was very badly hurt. That was
the last time I was home. I never again was
a child in my parents' house.
At some point, years later, the prison was
closed, and I've been told that I had something to do with it. I was forced to testify
before the grand jury. The D.A., the famous
Frank Hogan, came to see me the night
before I testified. Mr. Integrity himself said,
"Cooperate with us, do what you're supposed to do and we won't hurt you." So
there I was with this grand jury of 30 people
looking down at me and this district attorney asking me questions like who do you
live with? have you had sex? do you smoke
dope? He'd say, "Have you ever slept with a
man?" and I'd talk about the rats in my cell
at the prison.
The person I remember most was this
funny little guy who was the personal
assistant to Nelson Rockefeller. He was sent
down to tell me that it was all going to be all
right, they were going to deal with it.
He had drawings of a new prison that was
like a camp site for girls. He said to me, "I
swear to you Andrea, I'm going to show you
that the system works." One day he was just
voted out of existence. Gone, along with all
his little drawings of camp. But I did learn
how the system works—it was an
education.
OTI: It seems that you also learned how to
challenge power.
AD: I found that it is always better to fight
than not to fight, always no matter what.
OTI: How did the pornography issue come
into your life?
AD: It came from the prison experience.
Originally, the book that I started on pornography was about prisons. One of the
consistent things in literary pornography is
that the woman is always kept in something
that is in fact a prison. Certainly my experience in the Women's House of Detention
was a direct experience of sexual sadism. I
saw those doctors enjoy what they did to
me. I know they got sexual pleasure from it.
When I came out of jail I had a lot of
questions and no way of answering them.
One of the questions was, why does it
matter if a woman's a virgin or not, because
everyone kept asking if I was a virgin. It was
as though, if you are a virgin, then something had been done to you; but if you're

not, then nothing's been done to you. The
prison's view was that anybody who wasn't
a virgin didn't have anything to complain
about.
OTI: Do you see any relationship between
pornography and Nazism? Did modern sexual
sadism begin with the Holocaust?
AD: It certainly didn't begin there, but there
is a contemporary celebration of sexual
sadism that's very much related to the
Holocaust. There's an entire European generation of people our age who were raised
by the Nazis. A massive amount of pornography was produced by those people,
who grew up under the Nazi system of
thought, which had a widespread influence
on how people comprehend cruelty and
pain.
At some point between Hitler's speech
and the Jews on the trains to Auschwitz
somebody would have had to intervene.
Hitler came to power legally, he was voted
into power. Goebbels spent a decade using
the courts in the Weimer Republic the way
the pornographers use the courts here to
insist on their rights of free speech. The
Weimer Republic was the closest thing to
the kind of society we have here. Free
speech protections were very strong. Goebbels was taken into court time and time
again for libel, for whatever people could
think of to stop him from doing what the
hell he was doing and the courts usually
came out on his side. The democratic courts
in a democratic society said his right to free
speech had to be protected. Now at what
point did speech cause genocide? Because
with the Nazis there is a relationship between speech and genocide.
OTI: There is a relationship between speech
and action but there is also the responsibility of
the people who are listening to the speech to
decide whether or not to act. How much can
you control?
AD: I'm just saying people who talk about
freedom of speech refuse to understand the
power of speech to get people to act. But
pornography in our society isn't something
that can be characterized as just speech.
Pornography is the photographic documentation of a crime against someone. Most
pornography is deeply violative of a
woman's integrity. Some is just objectifying,
most of it has elements of sadism or
violence in it and some shows outright
torture. There is nothing in this society that
enables us to do anything about any part of
that continuum. Pornography also generates
crimes of violence against women. It creates
bigotry, hostility, and aggression against
women. It causes attitudes and behaviors of
sex discrimination, which is, goddam it,
illegal. In addition, in this country if a
woman is raped and the rape is filmed
(which is happening more and more) the
films are protected speech and can't be
taken off the market. You couldn't find a
better example of the courts saying speech
matters and a woman's life doesn't.
OTI: But who makes the distinctions, Andrea?
I'm sure that that's the question that's always
thrown up to you, because there is a fine line
between what is considered erotic and what is
considered pornographic.
AD: I think the Ordinance will become the

solution in the future because women are
either going to solve this problem or women
are going to be destroyed by the pornography industry. We developed a bill that is a
civil bill. It's not a criminal bill, so the police
have no power at all to make any decisions
of any kind. Under the bill there is a very
specific definition of pornography. It's very
concrete and risks missing some pornography in order not to be misunderstood or
misinterpreted. So first there's the definition
of pornography which the material has to
actually meet; then there are four circumstances under which a woman or someone
else who has been hurt (primarily women)
could bring civil suits against pornographers, exhibitors, distributors and sellers.
The burden of proof is on her. If she's been
coerced into pornography, she should be
able to hold the people who coerced her
civilly responsible. She should be able to get
the pornography off the market. The civil
liberties people say she can't touch the
pornography. We say the pornography is
part of what violates her. It's a part of
her rape.
OTI: In a recent interview in O N T H E
ISSUES, attorney Harriet Pilpel was quoted as
saying: "You cannot possibly, in my opinion
prohibit something because it is repulsive to
you or puts in a degrading light one group or
another. That's the same argument that was
made in favor of suppressing The Merchant of
Venice' because Shyiock as depicted would aid
the cause of anti-Semitism. It's the same
argument that's been made about suppressing
material which shows the Italians or French or
anyone else in a hostile light. Of particular
interest, with reference to the Indianapolis
case, is that it was tried in the lowest Federal
Court before a young woman judge. It was her
first case. She was appointed by President
Reagan, yet she wrote a most impressive
opinion dealing with freedom of the press and
she decided that the Indianapolis Ordinance
was unconstitutional under our federal free
press guarantees. The case was appealed by
the appropriate Federal Court of Appeals,
which also wrote a superb opinion agreeing
with the District Court. The Supreme Court
upheld the lower court's decision.
So, we have two wonderful lower court
decisions approved by the United States
Supreme Court in essence."
AD: Let's look at these "wonderful decisions". Sarah Evans Barker, a Reagan judge,
said in her decision that sex discrimination
is never more important than free speech.
There have been other decisions that said
you can't have advertisements that say
"men only". That's a First Amendment Right,
that's words. You're not allowed to put up a
sign that says "whites only". That's words,
that's the First Amendment. There are certain kinds of discrimination that have been
found to be more important than the First
Amendment right or free speech. So the
judge was wrong. That was that wonderful
decision. It was then appealed and the judge
who wrote the next wonderful decision is
Frank Easterbrook, who is a right wing
libertarian, appointed by Ronald Reagan.
What he said was that he accepted the

(continued on page 16)
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Outsiders In Their
Own Land—Apartheid
in South Africa
and New Caledonia
by Vinie Burrows
It is not an exaggeration to say that there
can be no successful liberation struggle
without the contribution of women and
there can be no free society without the
emancipation of women. Women are more
than half the world and, being the most
downtrodden, their priorities are fundamentally directed toward the eradication of all
systems that exploit and oppress.
The fate of women is closely connected
with the striving toward democracy and
justice. As the United Nations Decade for
Women, with its goals of equality, development and peace and the Nairobi Forward
Looking Strategies have indicated, the problems of women must be viewed as a
starting point within the political and social
circumstances of the society in which
they live.
The women of South Africa and Namibia
always have been an integral part of the
overall liberation struggle of their respective
countries, standing side by side, shoulder to
shoulder with their entire oppressed nation.
They have been tortured, restricted, banned,
and have endured brutal treatment and
degrading humiliation at the hands of the
Pretoria regime. Despite all this, however,
their will and spirit remain unconquerable.
For years. Black women in South Africa
have had to spend most of their lives
without their husbands because of barbaric
migratory labor laws. When men are recruited to work in big towns, mines, railways, farms and industries, the entire
burden of bringing up children is left to
women. Women have been forcibly removed from one place to another and
literally dumped into Resettlement camps;
kicked out of their homes and condemned
to being perpetual refugees in their own
country. Women have fled into exile in
neighboring African countries and, in escaping from apartheid, have lost everything
including relatives, homes, professions
and livestock.
These horrendous conditions have existed
since the beginning of apartheid and continue to the present without reform. In fact,
conditions have worsened. Since the state of
emergency was declared [in June 1986]
more than 30,000 people have been jailed
and over 10,000 of these have been children.
But the Black people have stepped up their
resistance. Consumer boycotts, rent strikes,
school boycotts, prison hunger strikes, and

Playwright/performer
Vinie Burrows is a Permanent Representative
for the Women's International Democratic
Federation's Special
Committee on Decolonization. Her the-

atrical collage, "Her
Talking Drum", which
evoked the universal
experience of Black
women, was recently
produced at the American Place Theatre in
New York City.

dering the government almost ungovernable, and destabilizing the economy of this
industrial giant. Even as state terrorism
persists and increases, the people's will for
self-determination at all costs grows
stronger.
Forty-six thousand miners went on a
protracted strike at Tsumeb Corporation Ltd.
(TCL) in Namibia, a transnational corporation of which one third is owned by an
American mining company, Newmont Mining, based in New York City. The workers'
demands were met with cruelty and harassment. Three thousand were fired and faced
eviction from their single sex hostels. T.C.L's
past operation has netted millions for its
South African and foreign investors, but its
Black mine workers make less than 95 U.S.
dollars per month for a 48 hour weekl
Meanwhile, death squads and local police
are waging a genocidal war against the
Namibian people, particularly in a 300 mile
wide border military zone. Strict curfews are
enforced and helicopters equipped with
electronic sensors gun down anything that
moves. Entire families—men, women, children and the aged—have perished in these
daily maneuvers. Just as the Germans decimated the Heror people in the first part of
this century, so today the ruling South
African government is determined that
when and if UN elections are held, there will
be fewer Black Namibians to take part.
At present, there are many awaiting execution in Pretoria for politically motivated
crimes. They are in their early or middle 20s,
and have been convicted on charges relating
to the people's resistance to the violent
repression in the townships, and the persecution of trade unionists. In all instances,
the case against them was flimsy. Among
the prisoners is Sharpeville resident Theresa
Ramashamola, the only woman on Death
Row. The South African Youth Congress
launched a campaign: "SAVE THE PATRIOTS! DO NOT LET THEM HANG!", en-

demonstrations have continued despite
South Africa's escalating brutality, the death
squads, the presence of the South African
Defense Force (S.A.D.F) in the townships,
the murder of known activists and the
sudden and stealthy raids into neighboring
Frontline States to massacre men, women
and children. It is also widely believed that
the death of Samora Machel, head of state
of Mozambique, was engineered by
South Africa.
Government censorship of all news reporting from South Africa, including a ban
on both television and still camera coverage,
keeps news of the South African revolution
off the front pages of the world press.
Valiantly, the people of South Africa and
Namibia have forced the racist Republic of
South Africa to channel all its energies into
suppressing the people's revolt, thereby ren-

dorsed throughout South Africa by
progressive forces, including trade unions,
churches, the United Democratic Front, etc.
It is vital that nongovernmental organizations outside South Africa take up this
campaign to save the lives of these patriots.
It is also vital that the world community
devote more attention to the plight of
women political prisoners in South Africa.
When Dorothy Nyembe, who had spent 15
years in prison, was released, the outside
world began to get some information about
conditions that exist for South African
women political prisoners. Unfortunately we
have no information on the exact numbers
of women imprisoned because political prisoners are kept in isolation. Held in groups of
one, two or three, they are usually imprisoned in remote country jails. To visit one
of these means a long and expensive journey and most relatives and friends of prisoners don't have money for the fare. When
a prisoner has no visitors, no news gets out
and no news of the outside world comes in.
This isolation of [women] prisoners and the
consequent lack of information about them,
is no accident. Safe from outside inspection
and therefore from protest and criticism, the
Department of Prisons and the local com-

manding officer can interpret prison regulations as they choose, or disregard them
altogether.
The Women's International Democratic
Federation has proposed that the International Red Cross and Amnesty International
undertake a project to ascertain the actual
number of women prisoners, where they are
jailed, the length of their sentence, the legal
circumstances surrounding their incarceration, their physical and mental health, recreation, visiting privileges, study facilities,
availability of religious services etc. Additionally, that plans be made to share this
information with women's, judicial and religious organizations, the Special Committee
Against Apartheid and the Commission on
the Status of Women, along with those who
have demonstrated a concern for the plight
of Black Women in South Africa.
On Sunday, October 18,1987, the New
York Times reported on a study contained in
a doctoral thesis by Janos Mihalik, a teacher
of law at the University of Bophuthatswana.
The study, published in the Johannesburg
Star, surveyed prison conditions in South
Africa and stated that South Africa has the
world's highest per capita prison population,
with chronic overcrowding, widespread brutality by prison guards and conditions that
are frequently harsh and unhygienic. According to South African legal experts, both
Mr. Mahalik and the Johannesburg Star
risked prosecution by publishing the details
of the survey. The New York Times article
stated:
The survey, which is the product of four
years of research, reported that prisons
were so overcrowded that the unhygienic
conditions sometimes turned them into
breeding grounds for disease. Publication of
details of prison conditions, unless "reasonable steps" are taken to verify them, is an
offense under South African law.
The South African Prisons Act severely
restricts the press in its access to prisons
and ability to report on conditions there.
The last big expose of prison conditions
reported nearly 20 years ago led The Rand
Daily Mail, a newspaper that has since
closed, to be prosecuted in 1970 and fined
$250,000.
Mr. Mihalik said that he had once spent 30
months in prison fora financial offense. At
that time, he said, prisoners of all races had
been forced to strip four times a day so that
guards could inspect their bodies for marijuana and weapons.
Mr. Mihalik said that many prisoners had
been assaulted by guards and that some
had died. The prison officers who were
prosecuted received light sentences.
He said that unhygienic conditions in the
Central Prison in Pretoria, a maximum security institution where many political prisoners have been held, resulted in the
outbreak five years ago of a serious epidemic of disease, which he did not specify.
He said that some white prisoners became so sick they had to be fed intravenously and that the prison was placed
under quarantine.
"The sewage system was so outdated,
antiquated and frequently so out of order
that an unbearable stench prevailed in the

vicinity every morning while the contents of
a sewer pipe often washed between the
prisoners as they had their breakfast." The
prison is being rebuilt.
Imprisonment in South Africa had not
been developed as a humanitarian approach
or even as a rehabilitative measure, but as a
form of forced labor "to fill the vacuum
created by the abolition of slavery," he said.
The struggle of political prisoners for
better conditions can be effective only if
supported by pressure from outside the
prison walls. The need is urgent for those
outside to campaign for more information
about the conditions of those inside the jails
of South Africa and Namibia, and to campaign for an improvement in prison conditions.

edonia, nearly all production and capital
equipment, consumer goods, even food
products must be imported.
The European settlers, who are 37 percent
of the population, own most of the arable
land and control the mining industry. The
majority of Kanaks, roughly 42 percent of
the population, are involved in subsistence
agriculture which plays a minor role in the
economy. The similarity between apartheid
in South Africa and the de facto results of
French control of New Caledonia are painfully apparent in a review of the colonial
justice system. Mass arrests, arbitrary detention, sweeping police raids, an excessive
police and military presence, police brutality
and discrimination in the treatment of Kanak
vs European suspects are routine and are
part of the long standing grievances of the
Kanak people against the Administering
Apartheid does not exist in South Africa
Authority.
alone. In New Caledonia, in the southwest
Pacific, we know the Kanak women and their
In 1987, after 134 years of colonial educafathers, brothers, husbands, sons, daughtion, the Kanak community can boast of one
ters, and elderly live under intolerable condi- Kanak doctor, one Kanak judge, and two
Kanak professors! The lack of professional
tions. In New Caledonia, as in other
colonially dominated regions of the world, it and technical experts among the Kanak
population speaks to the failure of the stateis a question of confrontation between jusrun educational system which gives illusion
tice and injustice.
of equal opportunity since there is no gap
Colonialism is a de facto rejection of the
principles of freedom, human rights and self between Europeans and Kanaks on the
primary levels. However, as students move
determination. When France, the present
up the educational hierarchy, there is a
Administering Power in New Caledonia,
significant drop in Kanak enrollment. Kanaks
appropriated the land of the original inhabiare underrepresented in academic, general
tants in 1853, it adopted a dual policy of
aggressive colonization and systematic anni- educational and agricultural training.
hilation of the Kanaks, the indigenous popuFrench, the language of the colonizer, is
the primary language of instruction in the
lation. Colonial practices pursued over 134
schools. This is a tacit and racist assumption
years, exacerbated by the aggressive immithat to be French is superior; to be Kanak is
gration policies of the past two decades,
inferior. The fact that only French can be
have reduced the Kanak people from 100
spoken in the public schools is a hardship
percent of the population to their present
on the Kanak student besides being an
status of 40 percent. We call this genocide.
insulting denial of the Melanesian culture
Forced removals from ancestral lands are a
and a systemic and cruel way of cutting
hallmark of the apartheid Pretoria regime,
which confines African people to non-arable children off from their traditional roots.
Moreover, public schools are far removed
land. France has pursued a similar policy
from village settings, thereby increasing the
these many years by resettling the Kanak
cultural clash, loss of identity and sense of
people on mountainous and arid areas,
alienation. This alienation experience has
unsuitable for food production.
been disastrous for the local Kanak populaAll aspects of life in New Caledonia are
tion. Kanaks receive an education which
dominated by France. The French state is
conforms to the aspirations and values of
the largest landowner, owning even the
colonial society rather than one which rereservations on which the Kanaks are responds to the needs of the Kanak people.
quired to live; owning also the 30 mile
The 134-year history of the colonial power
territorial waters, the 200 mile maritime
in New Caledonia is a saga of land theft, and
zone and the small islands.
Kanak resistance; military repression and
The French state is the largest mine
Kanak rebellion. Military violence and police
owner. In Southwest Africa, Namibia has
harassment helped to subjugate the coloseen its mineral wealth systematically plunnized people of New Caledonia. But the tidal
dered and ravished by foreigners; in the
wave of history in the South Pacific is
Pacific, the Kanak people have had their
cresting and in its mighty sweep comes the
mineral wealth stolen, expropriated, plunsurging desire of the peoples of New Caldered by the colonial power, France. Howedonia for independence, self determination
ever, at no time has the Kanak population
and national sovereignty. This new force is
benefitted commensurably from its subterexemplified in the petition before the Comranean wealth.
mittee of the Front de Liberation Nationale
The French state is the only banker. ConKanake Socialiste (FLNKS), the legitimate
trolling foreign trade and relations with the
representative of the Kanak people.
European Economic Community, it has
The just and considered demands of this
blocked entry into the African-CaribbeanPacific (ACP) Association and participation in petition are corroborated by the communique adopted in May 1987 at the Eighteenth
the Lome agreements, thereby ensuring
monopoly (control) over trade while protect- South Pacific Forum which "supported an
ing and promoting colonial interests. In the
colonial capitalist economy of New Cal(continued on page 34)
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Sex, Politics, and
Psychology by
Raymond Rakow, M.D.
The hallmark of any oppressive ideology
is domination and subordination, viewed
from a societal as well as an interpersonal
perspective. From the standpoint of the
oppressor, this refers to power over, as
opposed to power shared, with another or
others, with special attention to the
marked inclination of victims to dump on
anybody they think is even lower than
themselves. From the standpoint of the
oppressed, we refer to passivity and compliance, the conviction that subordination
is natural. Since all human liberation depends upon the consciousness of servitude, promoting this consciousness
when it is absent becomes psychotherapeutically important.
When humanity donned a figleaf, sexual
repression, passivity and compliance were
promoted in the population, along with
male supremacist gender stratification. Coinciding with the subjugation of women,
sexual activity was associated with fear,
shame, and guilt. Domination and subordination in personal life were at the service
of the new historical evolution of slaveowning societies at that time. The double
binding of sex in its two aspects, "gender",
as in male or female, and certain activity
as in "to have sex", had a profound effect
on maintaining and reinforcing the power
relations in society, that still continues
today.
Throughout the millennia, a complex
series of prohibitions established the necessary internal guilt mechanisms for policing sexual activity (aided and abetted by
the external repressive apparatus of
church and state periodically as needed).
Solitary sex and non-coital partner sex
were high on the list of taboos. Prohibiting
certain heterosexual relations such as incest, left all homosexual relations out of
the pale, unspoken therefore unspeakable,
the love that had no name, which made
the concept of daring or not daring to
speak it gratuitous. Sex for pleasure got
the worst press, but procreative sex was
hardly beyond suspicion, requiring that the
major birth heralding the Christian era be
sexually uncontaminated. Virgin motherhood proved a very difficult act to follow,
and between the roles of maternal Mary
and evil Eve, women were left with precious few viable choices.
This peculiar dovetailing of sexual

, repression and women's oppression has
been a constant thread through history.
Passivity and domination are stamped into
subjective consciousness very early in life
through the social production of feminine
and masculine gender. These engenderation processes gain their ferocious fixed
intensity through linking up with or hooking into biological sexuality. No other socialization process hook-links in this
manner with any other analogous primal
energy source such as biological sexuality
represents. The double consequence of
this socialization is considerable repression
of all sexuality but, most catastrophically,
especially that of women. Secondary to
this and derivative from it is the special
political patriarchal subordination of
women. Sex relations help to secure,
maintain, and reinforce the class structure
of society Once compliance with sexual
repression is socially conditioned, there's
very little else that the state or the ruling
power establishment requires that we are
likely to say no to.
The super-repression of women's sexuality is largely accomplished through the
bizarre invisibilization of the clitoris, an
organ analogous to the penis as the
primary sex pleasure organ for women.
The social creation of the "vaginal
woman", a caricature vehicle into which
goes the penis and out of which comes the
baby, amounts to an effective mental
clitoridectomy in Western societies. The
extent of the energy which has gone into
this eradication is illustrated by the fact
that although anatomy is the oldest of the
medical sciences, it is only in very recent
years that Suzanne Gage's excellent anatomical drawings in A New View of a
Woman's Body have elucidated the interior
clitoral system in detail, for the first time in
scientific history. It is quite amazing that a
"new view" of female anatomy would be
necessary in the late 20th century!
Ruth Herschberger made some wonderful observations in her 1948 book Adam's
Rib, which is, unfortunately, out of print.
She points out that even the pronunciation
of "clitoris" and "penis" is loaded with
politics in the sense of maintaining power
relations. The Greek origin for clitoris was
kleit—which demands the strong vowel /
as in bite, as opposed to the persistent soft
/that is popularly given this word, as in bit.
18

Herschberger wonders if there was a "subconscious desire on the part of scholars to
reduce by phonetic magic the actual frequency of the organ." She finds it significant that in this one exceptional word,
"The imperishable rules of scholarship
gave way to a more irresistible psychological need: that of suppressing the pronunciatory gusto of an organ which never did
quite fit in with woman's subordinate role
in society—kleit was obliged to adopt the
more diffident and shy vowel, i."
Ruth Herschberger, certainly one of the
unsung heroines in the annals of human
liberational exposition, goes on to contrast
"the phonetic encouragement given the
[
male organ of generation." The Latiri;stem '
for penis was pen—as in pencil—nof|at all
the same as paean—which takes the
strong vowel as in penal. "Could it bi," we
ask incredulously, "that scholars, inventing
a strong vowel for the male, at the same
time deprived the homologous female
structure of its classic emphasis?" She
points out that "when certain English verbs
change from the present tense to the past,
they replace their strong vowels with soft: •
vowels, as befits an occurrence that is
fading away into the misty distance", giving as examples bite and bit, fight and
fought, feed and fed, "so it is not unlikely
that the mutation of cliteoris mXoclittoris
has served to suggest to a gullible public
that this organ, along with women's sexual
satisfaction, has actually gone the way of
the dinosaur."
Herschberger ends this marvellous section trying to "envisage the difficulty Freud
might have run into if he had hadtOjprove
the existence of something called^g/jn/s
envy. An organ with so undistinguisfiisd a
title as this would have had difficulty^
commanding attention at all, much iess
earning the jealousy of little girls." These
observations, while perhaps whimsical,"*'
certainly have the ring of credibility, and
the richness of these contributions makes
the total obscurity into which Ruth
Herschberger has fallen even more
remarkable.
Another great contributor to the annals
of women's sexuality, much buffeted by the
prestigious academic authority at the time
of her writing in the 1960s, was Mary Jane
Sherfey, who left New York for Marshall,
Texas and apparently died there, again in
total obscurity. Her 1966 book. The Nature
and Evolution of Female Sexuality is also

out of print. Apparently strong vowels
coming from women are not tolerable, not
to mention consonants. No press at all is
clearly preferred, in keeping with the invisibilization and inaudibilization of women,
but when their words somehow do break
through, then bad press is automatic, as
witnessed by the reception given the new
H'rte Report.

The attacks have mainly been in the
guise of addressing Hite's scientific method
and statistical design, both of which, incidentally, compare much better than favorably with the bulk of pseudo-scientific
hodge-podge which passes for social and
behavioral research in this country and
which is so sagely assented to by the
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legitimating gurus on their academic and
journalistic pinnacles. The word is clearly
out to kill the messenger, although her
research population is entirely more representative than any analogous population
studied in the past century. The mostly
male authorities whose easily threatened
insecurities have led them to view her
work as "man-bashing" will neglect to hear
her message only at all of our own peril.
Non-procreative sex for pleasure has
always been a major target of right-wing
ideology generally and ascending fascism
specifically. Since abortion rights and gay
rights unconditionally affirm sex for pleasure, not procreation, both have found
themselves most pronounced targets of
fee: recent onslaught. In the abortion con|#versy, fetal rights have tended to domifiate over women's rights, with very little
S
to the question of when women
selves will finally achieve full persond. Rather, there has been endless discussion of when the fetus becomes a
n: an exercise in zygotry turned to
i'otry against women, all in the name of
od and Family. The zygote zealots are
escalating their attacks on women and
sexual freedom. They constitute dire forebodings of attacks on the rights and freedom of all of us, which inevitably begin by
targeting our more vulnerable members.
In the gay rights controversy, the AIDS
epidemic has led to escalating homophobia and, by social extension, a reinforcement of the taboo against nonprocreative, non-coital sexual activity,
culminating in the Supreme Court's deterion that such activity is legally prositable. Our highest court, quoting
medieval and Biblical texts, has upheld the
constitutionality of laws stemming from
reaction to Sodom and Gomorrah. Moreover, the ruling asserts that laws can be
enacted against "any kind of private sexual
conduct between consenting adults", and
that since "no connection between family,
marriage, or procreation on the one hand
and homosexual activity on the other has
been demonstrated", there can be no
stitutional protection for such activity,
ing the way for future decisions against
ifpbortion and even birth control. It would
* be most ill-advised for the heterosexual
majority to turn their backs on this decision. Coercive childbearing for women has
always gone hand in hand with obligatory
heterosexuality, reinforced by fetal supremacy and the coital imperative.
If opposition to patriarchal heterosexuality is a key battle for heterosexual
•;,..' women, then opposition to obligatory hetI I erosexuality is a key battle for all women
1
and for any men who take sexual freedom
m ' seriously. In fact, women's liberation will be
an empty mockery without the sexually
r
self-determining right to be lesbian. It is
H ' not sufficiently appreciated that the social
prohibition of homosexuality is a critical
lever for maintaining and reinforcing the
subjugation of women. Lesbians by their
renunciation of subordination to men, at
least in their personal lives, and gay men
through their abdication of patriarchal royalty over women in their personal lives, are
•

,
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anathema to the dominant social mandate
of rigorous gender role stratification. And
these social mandates are of considerable
consequence, whether we comply with
them or we defy them.
Just as fetal supremacy shuts down one
crucial lifeline (we need to recapture the
word "life"!) for women, just so does
heterosexual supremacy shut down another lifeline that many women would
otherwise elect openly. The lesbian orientation certainly affords control over reproductivity (with options for insemination
by traditional or alternative methods or
elective non-motherhood), though lesbians' rights to keep children may still have
to be fought for. A woman's control over
sexuality is considerably more likely when
the heterosexual coital imperative is overturned, easily restoring clitoral primacy as
desired or maintaining penetration
through minimal exercise of sexual ingenuity when that is preferred.
Women's rights, gay rights, and sexual
freedom constitute an interlocking cluster
against which fascist ideology directs considerable weaponry, promoting disunity
wherever possible, always with a view to
establishing the kind of compliant population in which domination and subordination are viewed as natural. This backlash
and sex negativity are well illustrated in
the extremely popular recent film, "Fatal
Attraction", which presents a sensitive barometer of current social ideological direction . The sexually assertive single career
woman is portrayed as a horrifying homicidal maniac, especially in contrast to the
idealized monogamous wife-mother
whose housekeeping proficiency is
nothing if not dazzling, and who of course
triumphs at the end in a modern rendition
of good maternal Mary over evil Eve. On
an even deeper level, the movie establishes the equation of sex with death, if sex
is at all illicit, meaning not socially sanctioned, or anything other than monogamous heterosexual procreative sex. The
AIDS epidemic established the same equation with a vengeance.
The power of a sexually-transmitted epidemic plague of this magnitude to reinforce traditional sex negativity is matched
by its power to shatter prevailing orthodox
modes of thought, feeling, and behavior.
There is now a historic opportunity and
necessity to reclaim erotic arousal and
release as a reciprocal giving, getting, and
taking of pleasure, as a mutual and congruent interdependent sharing of power.
The potential capacity of the clitoris to act
as potent and demanding agent is every
bit as great as that of the penis and needs
more widespread realization. Since the
clitoris is the only entirely nonprocreative
sex organ, there is urgent need for full
restoration of this organ in the pantheon of
vital human structures and functions.
Given that "the ego is first and foremost a
body ego," the social denial of this body
part can only constitute a negation of self,
inevitably contributing to a loss of autonomy and assertiveness; and this usurped

(continued on page 34)
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"They get about as much sympathy as an
83-pound woman who is trying to gain
weight. We live in an ignorant world where
people feel if you can drive a car you can
have a baby... ."•—Erma Bombeck
Taken from the RESOLVE Newsletter
January 1987.
As children, most of us grappled with the
idea of babies and how they ever got here.
As we grew up, we came to believe we
understood this process and our own entitlement to have children. Many of us tried
to carefully plan our futures and our families
in hope of establishing some sort of economic security and emotional stability before embarking on the rocky road of
childraising.
What a horrible blow when we're ready
for the challenge and the babies don't come.
Only then do we come to learn that not just
children but even medical experts are confounded by much of the reproductive process. That having babies is not necessarily
one of life's givens and that pregnancy and
birth are, in fact, quite miraculous.
"Fertility is not a life force that may be
turned on at will. Although it is true that
pregnancy may be prevented with almost
100 percent certainty, it is also true that,
once birth-control measures are stopped, 15
percent of all couples will experience some
degree of infertility. Pregnancy may be prevented; fertility, when it is desired, may be
more elusive."—Barbara Eck Menning,
Infertility, A Guide for the Childless Couple

Infertility has been a closet problem with a
few bursts of sensationalized attention. It is
a problem little considered by those not
touched by it; a problem usually not shared
by those who suffer through it. The exceptions to this are notorious—the screwy case
of Baby M; the South African woman who
became both a surrogate mother and grandmother at the birth of her daughter's in vitro
fertilized triplets; the awesome technological
breakthroughs; and the papal injunction
against the new reproductive technologies.
But for five million American couples,
infertility is not front page news,it is a very
personal nightmare. One out of every five to
six couples has trouble conceiving a child.
The National Survey of Family Growth
found a near tripling of the infertility rate of
20 to 29-year-old married women from 1965
to 1982. An analysis done by the Alan

"Infertility is like a gloomy day. It casts a
Guttmacher Institute found that 49 percent
shadow over everything."
of couples in need of infertility care have
—RESOLVE member
received medical attention; 33 percent have
received treatment; 16 percent have been
There is much talk of freedom of choice—
given advice only. Fifty-one percent of those
it is perhaps the "mantra" of our age, and
in need have obtained no professional care.
the frontline battle cry of women. But couAnother source found that only 16 percent of
ples faced with the dark reality of infertility
infertile women wanting children are receivsee their choices squashed. This is paring treatment for their condition.
ticularly startling to those who have been so
deliberate about their careers, their families,
Although infertility is often portrayed as a
and their health. Infertility is cruel evidence
YUPPIE malady, it is more an issue of
YUPPIE access to treatment. Infertile couples that hard work and effort are not always
rewarded.
are more likely to be Black, more likely to be
older, and more likely to have received less
Yet, in the last few years, incredible strides
than a high school education. Yet, a larger
have been made in the ability to diagnose
proportion of younger and white couples
and treat infertility. Microsurgical techniques
pursue treatment.
and drug therapy have given hope to thouThis is really only one more example of
sands of couples. The cause of infertility is
unequal access to quality health care. Alidentifiable in 95 percent of cases and 50-70
though couples of lesser means have a
percent of these cases can be effectively
higher incidence of infertility, it is the well-to- treated. Similarly, large numbers of couples
do who more often pursue treatment and
are turning to adoption as a wonderful way
adoption. The costs of fertility treatments
to build a family. Too often, though, these
average around $3,000, the fees for adoption methods of family building are precluded
around $6,000. Although these costs—just
by cost.
as most health care costs—can be proIf we are to comprehensively address the
hibitive when shouldered by individuals,
issue of reproductive choice, we must exthey would add little to the nation's health
pand the family planning agenda to include
care bill when covered by insurance and
issues of fertility treatments and adoption. In
spread over an employee population. Insuraddition to our ability to chose not to have
ance coverage could open up these options
children, we must be able to chose to have
to most working people.
them as well.
"Unless you have experienced the empInfertility has always been one of the
tiness, there is no describing the pain.
broad range of services included by ConUnless you have held a baby and despaired gress in Title X of the Public Health Service
at having to give it back, you cannot possiAct to improve and expand the availability
bly know what it is like."—Erma Bombeck
of family planning assistance. Since 1978, all
10

health clinics that are grantees of Title X
refrain from utilizing reproductive techfunds are required by federal law to offer
nologies. I do not, however, think that any
infertility services to their patients. The
one group's objections should mean that
clinics, however, are not equipped to proothers should be precluded from using
vide anything more than introductory
these techniques. Indeed, some religious
screening and referral. They are not able to
groups argue that creation of new human
do any specific medical treatments for inferlife is of paramount importance, and any
tility. According to the Office of Population
way this can be done is morally good. In a
Affairs of the Department of Health and
pluralistic society, we must all respect each
Human Services, of the 4,000 plus clinics in
other's rights.
the United States that serve over two million
I find it hard to swallow the argument that
people, infertility services make up about
assisting the infertile is "unnatural". I submit
one percent of the clinics' activities.
that it is infertility that is unnatural, and that
With teen pregnancy such a crisis probif science and technology can ease this
lem, family planning efforts must be
unfortunate condition as it has other health
focused on education and the availability of
crises, that we should support those efforts.
contraceptives. Yet, we must acknowledge
In a speech at the University of Chicago
the existence of the severe problem of
Medical Center, Cardinal Joseph L Bernarinfertility and expand the agenda to deal
din supported the Vatican's opposition to
most scientific and laboratory intervention in
more effectively with it as well.
When not completely ignored, the issue of reproduction. Yet, he went on to say:
"/ have heard the pain of loving couples.
fertility treatment is an area of intense
Catholic and non-Catholic, who desperately
controversy.
want the gift of a child. My heart reaches
"There has never been a harder time to be
out to them. Theirs is a difficult burden and I
infertile. The 10 million Americans whose
lives and hopes are touched by infertility are share their pain. We must offer them love,
support and understanding. And in the end,
caught between two opposite and powerful
after prayerful and conscientious reflection
social currents. The first is the traditional
on this teaching, they must make their own
value system of religion, family and culture
decision."
that says marriage and childbearing are
expected as a duty of the adult person. The
A concern voiced by some centers is the
other is the new social trend of intelligent
fear of the "slippery slope"—the danger of
family planning. Zero Population Growth,
new, out-of-control and frightening techabortion on demand, sterilization, and child- nologies and curious family relationships.
free marriage, which is gaining in spirit and
They point to the most absurd examples of
momentum. In the eyes of the first segment donor eggs and donor sperm and donor
of society, the infertile couple is seen as
uteri. Proper monitoring should eliminate
objects of scorn or pity. In the eyes of the
many of these fears. But even such monitorsecond, infertility may be seen as a 'blessing has become bogged down in partisan
ing' or at worse as a minor inconvenience.
bickering. The National Institute of Health is
People who work at achieving a pregnancy
hamstrung in pursuing research. Congress
in a time of world overpopulation have even has established a bio-medical ethical board
been called 'immoral' and made to justify
on reproductive technologies, but ideotheir actions."—Barbara Eck Menning
logical warfare has stymied the panel.
Modern couples are put down for wanting
There are also those who subscribe to the
it all. Acronyms such as YUPPIE and DINK
theory of a hierarchy of life problems and
are cute, perhaps even sociologically of
that infertility just doesn't rate. Much of the
merit. But they also trivialize and disparage.
world perceives infertility as not very much
Typically, couples who put off having chilof a problem. They don't recognize the grief
dren do so not to acquire BMWs or
and pain of the individual, the stress on the
boatloads of cuisinarts, but rather to achieve couple, the 24-hour-a-day obsession. The
some grounding in an ever-complicated
infertile often are advised to be thankful that
world. More and more couples are postpon- they don't have cancer or that they have a
ing childbirth because of their financial
great spouse. Such talk trivializes the probsituation, both partners having to work just
lem. There should be no competition for
to pay the rent and buy necessities. Our
who has the most horrifying condition or
choices about when to have children are
situation; this is irrelevant. People, for whatcomplex because the world is complex. The
ever reasons, want kids and the technology,
reality of children means childcare, clothing, the know-how, and the science are there to
education and braces. Also, couples are
help many of them. Costs are often the
frequently faced with the choice between
barrier.
job security and parenting. Many wonder
"It is true that infertility rarely proves fatal
when is the right time to have children.
and usually does not render people incapable of performing their other functions in
A particularly abhorrent theme is that of
life. But infertility extracts a heavy toll on the
DINK: dual income, no kids. This is quite
quality of life and the emotional well-being
often not a chosen or desired state. The
of those affected. Infertility may be invisible
National Center for Health Statistics found
in society, but its pain is real."
that only two percent of women who wed
—Barbara Eck Menning
want to be childless.
There is probably no more highly charged
Compounding this is the position taken by
arena than that of family planning. It is a
the Catholic Church through a statement by
battleground of philosophies. The political
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
left stresses the need for sex education and
Faith in 1987 in which all forms of artificial
contraception. The right urges respect for
reproduction are condemned.
sex in marriage and pushes for abstinence.
I do respect the right of individuals to
11

But the goal of both factions is really quite
similar: prevention of unwanted pregnancies.
There should be a tandem goal to family
planning: assisting wanted pregnancies.
This is a critical element to reproductive
choice which has been too often ignored.
The desire to have a family and the inability
to do so is a widespread problem which
must be recognized.
The self-described "pro-life" (here an especially curious misnomer) movement is
against the new technologies because they
believe the lost embryos are infanticide. In
addition, they have vowed to end the use of
federal family planning assistance money
for abortion counseling and referral. Their
efforts to channel family planning monies
into adoption services have soured the left
on the whole issue of adoption. Although
the right does promote adoption as the
solution to abortion, we do not have to
accept that design. The left has neglected
the issues of fertility treatments because
they don't want to lose the focus on contraceptives, sex education and abortion. We
let the right wing taint the beauty of the
rose, we should not similarly let them define
the direction of the adoption/fertility treatment debate. When couples decide they
want children, our policies should support it.
Those who are honestly anxious to become
parents should not be penalized because of
the expense of procedures.
I have introduced legislation in Congress
to require the insurance programs for
federal workers to cover family building
expenses including infertility treatments and
adoption. I hope that by requiring federal
employee insurance plans to cover family
building activities, we will spur them to
provide coverage for the general population
as well. Already the states of Massachusetts,
Hawaii, Texas and Maryland have laws requiring insurance coverage of infertility
procedures.
There is the perverse notion that if we
offer a benefit, people will exploit it. This
has seemed particularly true with family
issues. With the Family and Medical Leave
Act, the threat is that couples will have
children just so they can take time off from
work. With the Family Building Act, some
argue that women and men will submit
themselves repeatedly to painful surgery or
grueling adoption procedures just to take
advantage of available benefits. But couples
are simply not eager to consider difficult
reproductive technologies or the intrusive
adoption process for reasons other than the
wish to reach their dream of having a family.
Acknowledging the problem of infertility
and the difficulties for many of family
building is fundamental to our national
concern for the family. There is a tremendous number of people whose suffering can
be eased. Accessibility to treatment and
adoption are key.
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'The body has a sense of honor as well as
the soul."—Thomas Mann
Metaphors about nature are mirrors
which reflect the human disposition in its
relation to mysteries about the cosmos,
reflections about human sexuality and the
human presence in the universe. Our attitude towards nature is a building block of
our religions, often of our philosophies, and
a determinant of social behavior. Such
phrases as "dog eat dog", "survival of the
fittest", "mother nature", "the horn of
plenty", "the womb of nature", reveal a
spectrum of attitudes and philosophic positions, embracing the gnostic distrust of
matter as essentially evil; the ambivalence
of dualistic systems which separate matter
from spirit in a hierarchical arrangement;
and the view as expressed in Genesis, of
nature as beneficent and good.
The most recurring model of nature in
western thought is that of a predatory
hierarchy. On this model Aristotle justified
slavery, the presumption of the powerful
over the weak, and even the hunting of
weaker individuals by stronger individuals. It
is from this model that man derives his
justification as hunter, and that philosophies
which see the human world as divided
between the powerful and the weak receive
their rationalization. The Marquis de Sade
regarded nature "as a cruel mother", crime
as natural, and himself as a "natural man",
though there are no analogues in nature for
his sexual practices.
It is into this frame, necessarily compressed here, that the mechanistic view of
nature was born, Newton and Descartes
contributing the most prominent reference
• Roberta Kalechofsky, 1987

body is that of an efficient machine which
points on the new metaphorical map of
wastes nothing and whose purpose it is to
nature as machine, which transformed
produce something. Again, the machine
gnostic views of nature for scientific purmodel built on Christian theology of the
poses. The value of mastery over one's
justification of sex in the maintenance of the
sexual nature and the distrust of emotions
human race, transforming a theological congained unprecedented significance under
cept into a scientific model.
this metaphor of the world as machine.
Involuntary behavior, such as blushing,
The 19th century saw the evolution of
sneezing, and particularly penile erection
images regarding woman undergo a transwas suspected as evidence of the vitalism
formation from that of "household nun" at
post-Newtonian scientists sought to dispel.
the beginning of the century to that of the
Thus, penile erection was a central motif in
female vampire who drains man of his
the debate over free will and imagination.
vitality, the "vagina dentata" of the male
The Dutch physician and chemist, Hermann
nightmare, the woman whose sexuality is
Boerhaave (1668-1738) wrote: "The mystedestructive and emasculating. The creation
ries of erection and impotence thus provide
of effective birth control methods, far from
a focal point for the controversy . . . on the
liberating man's sexual relationship to
source of movement in the animal body."
woman in the 19th century, threatened it.
We have here the origins of the fear of
Birth control gave women sovereignty over
impotence and the hardened mask of mastheir reproductive lives and destroyed the
culinity of the 19th century.
rationalization of sexual utility; by implicaIn The Bourgeois Experience: Education tion, it gave women sexual rights equal to
Of The Senses, Peter Gay laments that "the men; it also threatened basic models both
men and women held about nature, and
persistent panic [in the 19th century] over
which men held about their sexual authority.
masturbation is far easier to document than
to explain". The explanation lies in the
"Man's fear of woman," Gay writes, "is as
growing pervasiveness of the machine as
old as time." But its increasingly malevolent
metaphor for nature.
expression in the literature and art of the
As this view was pressed with greater
Victorian era, and in the growth of sadistic
persistence and technological reward, the
pornography, was new. ". . . no century deendeavor to repress human sexuality inpicted woman as vampire, as castrator, as
creased with vitriolic force, so that by the
killer, so consistently, so programmatically,
19th century girls and boys fell victim to an
and so markedly as the 19th." Other views of
hysteria about masturbation which Gay has
woman in the 19th century included identidescribed as "a half century of terrorism".
fication with nature, the animal world, irraYoung girls were put into strait jackets to
tionality and, importantly for the conjunction
prevent their straying hands from reaching
of vivisection and pornography, woman as
"their private parts", and if this failed, were
the source of sentiment and emotion, the
sometimes subjected to clitoral castration.
loci of the subjectivity which science felt
Boys were outfitted with metal corsets
compelled to expunge from its practice.
around their penises, some with bells to
The medical profession, whose rise in the
warn their parents of impending danger;
19th century. Gay characterizes with irony, as
others, more vindictively, fitted with spikes.
a "flight from ignorance" to a "flight into
In England, the attack on masturbation
knowledge", sought respectability as a sciwas symptomatic of a profound distrust of
ence. This century became decisive for the
sex, and as the ungovernable betrayal of the
medical profession as it struggled for and
machine. Peter Gay writes:
won social and intellectual status. The bat"To masturbate—is to expend energy. . . Thetleground was fought in the laboratories,
'fabric of our machine' is so constituted that
littered with the debris of animals.
essential body humors like milk or blood need Descartes' dictum that animals are mato be continually restored.. . . The terroristic chines more somberly and fatefully augprophecies, the ingenious mechanical devices mented the mechanistic view of the world: a
and barbarous operations inflicted on mastur- classical boundary, perhaps reaching into
bators, look almost like acts of revenge."
the pre-historic mental construct of the
If much of this activity looked like "reworld, was erased with that fatal view of the
venge" to Peter Gay, a good deal more of it,
animal world. Animistic man could imagine
as practised in the overwhelming numbers
that the non-organic was organic, but not
of ovariotomies, looked like specific revenge
before had the organic been imagined as
against women to Elizabeth Blackwell, one
inorganic except by schizophrenic victims.
of the century's first women doctors. She
By extension, animals and women became
described this operation as castration and
detrimentally imprisoned in Descartes' view
estimated that, in 1896, there were "500,000
of nature. Critical of this, Elizabeth Blackwell
castrated women in France and one in every
noted that all good science—as well as
250 women throughout Europe."
moral knowledge—rests on the distinction
The 19th century saw the rise of the
between the organic and the inorganic.
medical profession. Crucially for women, the
The force behind vivisection was not the
development of gynecology and the creunivocal hope, as many believe, of driving
ation of birth control methods transformed
disease from the world, but of aligning
the century's view of woman, and the metamedical practice with the dominant machine
phorical relationship of nature and woman.
model of science, quantitative and experiSexual intercourse was charged with metmental. Charles Richet, an eminent physaphors of money, to have an orgasm was
iologist of the 19th century, wrote:
described as "to spend." Whether energy or
"/ do not believe that a single experimenter
money, the driving concept is a utilitarian
says to himself when he gives curare to a
rationalism; the subliminal metaphor of the
rabbit, or cuts the spinal marrow of a dog, or
12

poisons a frog, 'Here is an experiment that will
relieve or cure the disease of some man.' No,
in truth, he does not think that. He says to
himself, 7 shall clear up some obscure point; I
will seek out a new fact' And this scientific
curiosity which alone animates him is explained
by the high idea he has formed of science. This
is why we pass our days in foetid laboratories,
surrounded by groaning creatures, in the midst
of blood and suffering, bent over palpitating
entrails."
Cruelty to animals has always existed, but
it now had the approval of one of civilization's most esteemed classes. It had an
ideology of cruelty, governed by the criteria
of scientific objectivity. The legacy of vivisection was a pattern of individual molded by
what Susan Sontag has called "disciplined
inhumanity"- what Rabbi Reuben Slovin has
called "willful pitilessness", what C. S. Lewis
saw as "that hideous strength". The physiologist was, as were the shaman, the priest,
and philosopher in the past, a specialized
human type, described thus by Claude Bernard, the father of vivisection:
"The physiologist is not an ordinary man: he is
a scientist, possessed and absorbed by the
scientific idea that he pursues. He does not
hear the cries of animals, he does not see their
flowing blood, he sees nothing but his idea,
and is aware of nothing but an organism that
conceals from him the problem he is seeking
to resolve."
His description prophesied a new type of
human, indeed new patterns in crime, outof rusty scissors." Predictably, Slim is imporageously flung onto the stage of the modtent. Nevertheless, he manages to rape Miss
ern world, for the first time, in the person of
Blandish several times until she comes to
Jack the Ripper. As Colin Wilson, author of
enjoy it. She is also flogged, another woman
The Complete Jack the Ripper, remarks:
is tortured with cigarettes, and a gangster
"One of the oddest aspects of the Ripper
has an orgasm while being knifed. Writes
murders is that the Victorians did not recogOrwell in his Collected Essays, Journalism
nize them as sex crimes (because nothing
and Letters: "Ultimately only one motive is
like it had happened before).. . . the Ripper
at work throughout the whole story: the
killings were the first case of sex crime in
pursuit of power", which squeezes from the
the sense that we understand it today." Like
human scene everything else recognizable
pornography and vivisection, the "pathologas human, even "normal sexuality."
ical", or "serial sex criminal" has a history,
Underground erotica and prostitution are
an origin, a path of development. Nearly all
normal reactions against sexual repression;
crime in the past, even violent crime, has a
dismemberment and death are not. Even
motive explicable by economic or political
libidinal energies can have rational social
ambition, or by known psychological forces
patterns. Human behavior is often a symsuch as revenge. The "motive-less", pathobolic enactment; but it is also learned and
logical crime is new. Dismemberment as a
imitative. Dismemberment, once learned,
sexual act is a modern pathology. The
became a form of modern sexual crime.
victims of Jack the Ripper were not muti"What gave the Ripper murders their special
lated but neatly and correctly vivisected, a
morbidity", writes Colin Wilson in his introfact which has led criminologists to suspect
duction to The Complete Jack the Ripper
that the murderer was, if not a doctor,
"... was the instinctive recognition that
someone medically knowledgeable. His obsome basic change was being signalled . . .
session with female dismemberment was
Slowly, very slowly, the 19th century was
exercised in the neat excisions of their
creating a new type of man." And a new
wombs.
type of aesthetics, one in which sadoThis transition in criminal behavior, a
masochistic pornography, in its assault
significant social barometer, was observed
against flesh and its need to degrade and
by George Orwell in his essay, "Raffles and
obliterate it, becomes a sexual expression.
Miss Blandish". "Since 1918... a detective
As Susan Griffin, in Pornography and Sistory not containing a murder has been a
lence, writes, the pornographic mind wishes
great rarity, and the most disgusting details
"to deaden flesh which is not dead, but is
of dismemberment and exhumation are
alive and feeling. It is the body in its
commonly exploited." In No Orchids for
capacity to feel, to cry, to love itself, to
Miss Blandish, a popular 1939 novel, the
suffer grief, desire, shame, or mortification.
main character, Slim, derives his sole plea. . . which must be made to suffer." It is the
sure in life "in driving knives into other
objectification of sexuality, the rendering of
people's bellies. In childhood he had graduself into a machine.
ated by cutting up living animals with a pair
13

The identification of women with animals
was a prevalent symbol in the 19th century,
sometimes flattering, most often sinister.
The identification of women with the cause
of antivivisection has profound roots both in
the era and in her gender. Coral Lansbury,
author of The Old Brown Dog: Women,
Workers, and Vivisection in Edwardian England, saw in women's identification with
vivisection of animals their own subjection
at the hands of men, and in the growing
pornographic literature of the age.
"Lautenschlager's Trade Catalogues of Vivisec
tional Apparatus were the major source of
equipment for physiologists, and they showed
photographs and drawings of animals fixed to
boards with straps and cords, together with an
array of scalpels and ovens, vices and saws. . .
the animal is extended, its legs outstretched
like one of the riding master's victims, and it is
bound by thin leather straps."
Other trade catalogues for physicians and
surgeons were replete with descriptions of
the new gynecological operating chairs and
tables, which showed women strapped and
bound. The equipment and operating methods of vivisection and gynecology gave birth
to a new lexicon in sexual imagery which
entered the pornographic literature of the era.
For Elizabeth Blackwell, female abhorrence of vivisection lay in her maternal
instinct. "The profound depth of maternity in
women extends not only to the relations of
marriage, but to all the weak or suffering
wherever found." She shared with Claude
Bernard an admiration for the ingenious
nature of the animal. Both also recognized
the animal as a complicated, changeable,
potentially unstable model because of its
reactiveness. The preceptions about animals
which determined Blackwell to denounce
vivisection, motivated Bernard to master
his antipathy.
The 19th century trembled with male fear
of impotence and over-valuation of masculine stoicism. Conversely, the identification
of women with feeling and sentiment drew
the suspicion and derision of vivisectors in
the 19th century. The physiologist, Ellie de
Cyon exclaimed:
"It is necessary to repeat that women—or
rather, old maids-^form the most numerous
contigent of this group. Let my adversaries
contradict me, if they can show me among the
leaders of the agitation one girl, rich, beautiful,
and beloved, or some young wife, who had
found in her home the full satisfaction of her
affections."
Karl Stern, in Flight Front Woman, equates hatred of nature with hatred of the
female, fear of nature with fear of the
feminine. Knowledge, he believes, is expressed through two processes: once process is by abstract logic; the other he
describes as "connatural", or "with nature";
with another creature, exemplified pertinently by the child in the womb where two
creatures know each other as one: "The
certainty of the flesh . . . is the foundation of
all certainty . . . " An idea, expressed as
biological wisdom in Terrence Des Pres'
book. The Survivor becomes, for this century, the necessary thread leading us out of

(continued on page 31)
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our legislative body, realistic appropriations • Reported by Ellen Mitchell in the
New York Times:
to combat this social cancer won't have
In sentencing Cheryl Pierson to six months
much chance of passage. After all, those
in jail for the murder of her father, the judge
without a residence can't vote.
at her manslaughter hearing said that the 18year-old Long Island, N.Y young woman had
alternatives short of arranging the killing of
• News item from the New York Times:
her father. Cheryl Pierson was a victim of
In the poorest section of the town of
physical abuse and incest. However, many
Thompson in northeast Connecticut, tests of
professionals who deal with such incest
a sample of 325 children showed 21 percent
cases say that had the teenage victim turned
with elevated levels of lead in their blood.
to Suffolk, L.I. authorities for help, she might
The national average is four percent. The
have ended up dead herself.
poisoning has been traced to the soil, which
Officials and caseworkers say that while
contains 10 times the acceptable level says
there has been a marked increase in
Francis X. Brey, a district epidemiologist.
awareness of the problem of sexual abuse
The major source of the contamination
of children and efforts made to deal with it,
appears to be from previous overflowing of
the adjacent French River. Until environmen- there are no shelters for the children, many
school employees are still not well versed in
tal laws were enacted, Mr. Brey says, the
spotting such a problem and handling it;
river was a "catch basin" for toxic disand punishment for a family member who
charges from former textile mills in Massasexually abuses a child is far weaker than
chusetts and Connecticut. Besides lead, he
for an outsider who does the same thing.
says, there are arsenic, cadmium, zinc, and
chromium in the sediment. Mr. Brey estiAlthough just a few years ago, according
mates that more than 200 dwellings are
to authorities, incest was not even outaffected by contaminated soil. The worst
wardly acknowledged to be common, today
building, an apartment house with eight
there is a team effort by social and criminal
units in which 13 of 14 children were found
investigators trained to be sensitive, obserpoisoned by lead, has had the topsoil revant and decisive. It is after the inital contact
moved. According to Mr. Brey, "Those
that the system can bog down. Children are
[buildings] with children under six are being
often coached to deny abuse and, although
addressed immediately; and the others will
a caseworker who senses imminent danger
•The National Coalition for the Homeless
take a little longer."
for the child can remove the child from the
estimates the nation's homeless at up to 3
household without parental consent, a parAnd, once again, disregard for our enmillion—nearly 500,000 of whom are children. Families with dependent children com- vironment has created a health hazard neces- ent can request a hearing within 72 hours.
Child Protection Services would then have to
sitating "band-aid" solutions. For many of
prise 40 percent and that percentage is
prove their contention that the child was in
these children it may be too little, far too
rising faster than any other among the
danger for the judge to sustain action. If the
homeless population. In that percentage lies late.
judge denies consent, the child must be
a new and rapidly increasing group, accordreturned to the home, after which the law
ing to a report in Parade Magazine (January
allows 90 days for the complaint to be fully
10,1988): intact working families where the
• From AP (Newswire), January 9,1988:
investigated. In a home environment such
combined incomes of both parents are not
Almost half the tests for the AIDS virus
as Cheryl Pierson's—in which, according to
sufficient to cover a month's rent and a
given over a 15-month period at a major
court testimony, her father, James Pierson,
matching security deposit with enough left
U.S. medical center, St. Paul-Ramsey MediSr., beat his children and brandished guns in
to buy food. In fact, contrary to popular
cal Center in Minnesota, were administered
the neighborhood—the young woman
belief, more than one-fifth of the nation's
without a sound medical reason or the
might not have survived a return to the
homeless are employed and, as the number
patients' consent. Dr. Keith Henry and his
household, Cheryl's attorney, Paul Gianelli
of employed homeless rises, according to
colleagues reported in the Journal of the
said. This view was also expressed by
Joe Volk of Community Advocates in MilAmerican Medical Association that their
several social workers and a psychologist as
waukee, homelessness is creeping up the
findings at the center were probably typical
well as in testimony at the hearing.
economic scale.
of many hospitals. An additional 44 percent
Since 1981, housing programs subsidized
of the tests were medically justified but were
"If nothing else, this case is a horrifying
by the federal government were cut by more also administered without the patients'
example of how few alternatives really exist
than 75 percent, from $32 billion to $7.5
consent.
for a child who is being molested," said E.
billion. In most cities, the waiting list for
The Minnesota group said no nationwide
Sue Blume, a clinical social worker. Ms.
these programs are so long that they have
standard existed for when doctors should
Blume said that Suffolk County, N.Y. is
been closed. And last November, the first
order tests for the virus; yet mishandled test
seriously lacking in sufficient shelters and
federal housing bill in seven years, after
results can cause financial, social and psyhomes where battered women and children
being cut from the original $15.6 billion to
chological consequences that are "immedican go and "receive nurturing from other
$15 billion, was passed by the House but
ate, severe and irreversible". Only 10 percent
women".
defeated by the Senate. (President Reagan,
of the tests fulfilled all the criteria for an
"The reality is until we offer economic
by the way, has called federal subsidies for
appropriate test; the remaining two percent
alternatives of safety to women and chilhousing "budget busters".)
of the tests were given to people who asked
dren, we're basically handing them back to
Says Mitch Snyder, an activist for the
to be tested but who were not counseled.
the perpetuating husband or father and
homeless: "The first to be affected by the
"Numerous questionable uses" of the test
saying, 'Do whatever you want'."
lack of affordable housing were single peoappeared in the study, including 11 cases in
Suffolk County is the rule rather than the
ple—those one-room places we used to see
which no evidence existed about who orexception in lacking sufficient shelters and
in every city were the first to go. But now all
dered the test or why; and six cases in
legal protections. Until society takes a realiskinds of housing is disappearing. If we don't
which patients were told they had tested
tic view of incest and abuse, more children
do something by the end of the century,
positive for the virus—wrongly!
will be forced into the position of kill or be
we're going to see 15 to 20 million people
Whether or not a nationwide standard
killed.
on the streets looking for shelter with govexists for AIDS testing, a standard does exist
ernment assistance."
for informed consent of the patient SomeUnfortunately, unless homelessness
where along the line that seems to have
creeps far enough up the scale to include
been lost.
(continued on page 18)
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well as an active activist and writer, I identify
strongly with Mary Beth's position. I was
quite pleased that you mentioned the parallels and I was moved by your references to
the classic myths of women's roles."
Carol Leigh
Oakland, CA
"I happen to think there is a place for
surrogate mothers—if both parties truly
know and understand the seriousness of
their actions. Mary Beth Whitehead is no
heroine to me.
Also, 'speciesism' is a joke and I have no
interest in reading articles with that point of
view. Otherwise, the feminist issues raised
are all valid but I don't much like the context
in which you discuss these issues."
Tracy Faust
Kent, WA

"I was very happy to see the increased
attention given animal rights topics in the
latest issue. It is interesting to note that
women make up some 75 percent or so of
the activists of the animal rights movement.
As the keepers of the values of nurturance
and compassion in our society, and as
challengers of the partriarchal profit-motivated systems of exploitation, women—
especially feminists—are, and should be, in
the front line to defend the rights of
animals."
Leslie Pardue,
News Editor
The Animals' Agenda
Westport, CT

"/ want to thank you for publishing
Roberta Kalechofsky's 'Growing Up Jewish
and Female in the 20th Century' (Vol. VIII).
I've been writing and reading about this
question for a long time and this is the best
"How can one support Mary Beth Whiteand most honest presentation of the issues
head? Who is caring for her children by
I've seen."
"I liked most of Volume VIII, but two
Whitehead? Pregnant again by another man.
Sylvia Rothschild
things bother me. First, with the exception
Whitehead needs counseling, not assistance,
Chestnut Hill, MA
of Harriet Pilpel, all the women roundly
to be closer to the Sterns. Your cover
shocked me! Whitehead made her choice."
condemned surrogate motherhood as if it is
Bea Hansen
an intrinsically evil thing. The feelings of
"I read your publication from cover to
Clearwater, FL
women like Elizabeth Stern are ignored or
cover as soon as I get it. I am so pleased to
put down because of class issues, desire for
read the feminist point of view; therefore,
a 'perfect' baby, etc. These women belong
I was surprised and dismayed about two
to the female gender too; perhaps you
"/ am not your average, puritanic housearticles in Volume VIII.
should have interviewed one of them to
wife tied to the kitchen. I've been an abused
The article 'Growing up Jewish and
balance your approach to the topic of surrowife, experienced two divorces and the
Female in the 20th Century' by Roberta
gate motherhood. Although I'm pro-choice,
recent hunting death of my husband. But, I Kalechofsky talks about her Jewish female
am intelligent enough to see the writing on
I also realize that one of the main reasons
experience in which she learned to be a
the wall, and our nation is headed for a fall
these women can't adopt children is that
strong, independent woman. Her experience
unless something changes.
abortion has severely limited the number of
was very different from mine growing up in
babies available. When my parents adopted
I think you should put your clothes back
a pious. Orthodox house. Kalechofsky finds
my brother in 1968, they were urged to take on and climb down off your high horses and that the patriarchal backdrop of Judaism in
more than one child because there were so
start supporting our country as 'One Nation her life did not really affect her life as a
Indivisible Under God'and be proud to
many without homes. Just six years later,
woman as much as did the secular world.
stand up for what is right. I really do believe My life was shaped by the very literal
some family friends were told they would
you know your gibberish is WRONG. The
have to wait five years for an infant {Reantiwomanism of orthodoxy when I was too
only issue that makes sense in your entire
member, not all of us are saintly enough—
young to have felt any influence from the
publication is for the humane treatment of
or goddess-like enough—to adopt an older
secular world. I was caught in a vise beanimals. You are right about one thing: ours tween my mother and my brothers. My
or handicapped child.)
is a sick society; but it is groups like yours,
Second, the amount of positive support
mother taught me that sex is disgusting,
the Civil Rights Group, the Gay Rights, etc. degrading and sinful except for making
O.T.I, gives to aggressive animal rights
that warrant the title of 'Rectal Thergroups disturbs me. I have Type I diabetes
children. Being a woman is unclean, painful
and would not have survived had I not taken mometers'."
and she is obviously never forgiven for Eve's
Vivian B. Wardlaw
insulin derived from animals. Today I take
sin. Women may never go before the altar;
Liberty, SC
'genetically engineered' human insulin from
men daily thank God that they are not
bacteria, which isn't as distasteful to animal
women, but women have to be grateful 'for
rights activists, but which had to be tested
what I am'
"I read ON THE ISSUES from cover to
on animals before it became available. I
None of the major world religions treats
cover and find it a wonderful 'Journal of
have yet to meet an animal rights activist
women as equal to, or even as human as,
Substance'. It is intelligently conceived and
who would prefer to die a noble death if
men. They all rape women figuratively
written and assumes intelligence of readers. when they are not doing it literally. I do not
faced with the decision between that and
taking medication from an animal source.
I am particularly grateful that you have
understand why women cling to any of
The human survival instinct is just too
incorporated the issues surrounding the
them.
strong; I refuse to feel guilty for being
abuse of animals which is so integral to
The other article is Nancy Lloyd's review
alive!"
feminist concerns. Patriarchy has estabof The Good Mother by Sue Miller. I couldn 't
lished a hierarchy of men over women,
believe that the reviewer would call 'fairly
Ann Muir Thomas
children and animals and placed all under
innocuous' an incident in which a four-yearSan Diego, CA
their thumbs and microscopes and in their
old girl touches her mother's lover's genitals.
service. Women (particularly feminists) must I don't think that any adult-child sexual
work to free the enslaved and tortured
contact is 'fairly innocuous' by the very
"I was at my mother's house when she
animals who have as much right to live out
nature of the power relationships between
received Volume VIII of ON THE ISSUES.
adult and child. I assume that the burden of
/ was very pleased with your perspective on their own destinies as any human animal
blame for the incident is placed on the child
Mary Beth Whitehead. I know that surrogate does."
Batya Bauman
motherhood has been a raging debate
New York, NY
(continued on page 32)
amongst feminists and, as a prostitute as
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Making of a Radical Feminist
(from page 5)
premises of the Indianapolis Legislation. He
said that pornography promoted injury and
insult, promoted rape and assault, caused
women to have lower pay in the marketplace and that that proved its power as
speech and, therefore, it was protected. He
then made analogies to the Holocaust and
said that when you live in a free world you
take your chances, sometimes very bad
things happen. That was his wonderful
decision. When pornography is attacked as
male dominance, the right-wing jurists protect the pornography and say to hell with
women's rights. This is what Pilpel's saying
is wonderful.
There are two things here you have to
understand. The first is that the Indianapolis
Ordinance had a different definition of pornography than the Minneapolis Ordinance, a
much narrower definition targeting only
violent and sadistic pornography. These
courts said that the pornography was more
important than women's lives while acknowledging that pornography did all the
harm to women that we said it did. Now, the
only other people who have been treated
this way in the U.S. legal system are Blacks
back when slavery was upheld.
The other thing that these decisions did
was to find a new legal way to make women
chattel. What these decisions did was to say
women belong to men as speech. Real
women being sexually violated or hurt in
pornography legally belong to men as
"speech". If women are speech, men can do
whatever they want to them. Women don't
have rights that are independently theirs as
long as we can characterize the abuses of
them as speech. It's a staggering setback for
women's rights.
OTI: Then this is the thinking behind your
attacks on free speech and the pornographers,
and the basis for the attacks on you for being
a censor?
AD: The argument isn't just that I or other
feminists are for censorship, it's that we're
trying to take these people's sexuality away
from them. When they're talking about
censorship of speech it's almost a euphemism. What they mean is censorship of
their sexuality and their sexuality is based
on dominance and submission.
OTI: But are you trying to censor that?
AD: Well, they're saying we're trying to
censor that.
OTI: Are you?
AD: Other people call it revolution.
OTI: What do you call it?
AD: Nobody can tell me that when a woman
is gagged and hung from something that
this is an expression of free speech. Nobody
can tell me that the use of her body in those
ways can be a protected right of speech for
anyone. Pornography is a significant practice that helps to silence women in society.
It's a practice of terrorism, it's a practice of
intimidation, it's a form of making you know
your place in society. It has incredible effects
on the people who have power over
women; the people who hire us, fire us, give
us grades in school and, in general, also

rape us, batter us, commit incest against us
and force us into prostitution. Pornography
says that all those activities of sexual abuse
are legitimate and that we like them, enjoy
them, and have a good time when they do
those things to us.
OTI: Perhaps pornography represents the
Madonna/whore construct. In prostitution and
incest, women are either whores or victims.
Sexual pleasure is not the issue.
AD: No, I think that here we find one of the
few remaining distinctions between Right
and Left in this country (since I think there is
no real political Left anymore in America).
The Right despises the prostitute, but wants
to save her through Christ. There is a
recognition of her suffering in one way or
another. The Left wants prostitution to be a
legitimate way of life for women.
OTI: Because it's their choice of what to do
with their bodies?
AD: That's the rap, but I think what's really
underneath it is a deep hatred of women
that says that's all women are worth. The
rap says when a woman spends her life
being a prostitute, her life is not wasted
because she's a working woman. Like Blacks
picking cotton is working, because they're
doing something appropriate. Remember
that senator from California, George Murphy, who said that Mexicans are the best
people to pick things in the fields because
their backs are closer to the ground? In this
sense, it's natural for women to be
prostitutes.
OTI: So the Left has nature and appropriateness and the Right has God.
AD: Yes. And they're not distinct. These
people can fight each other forever but the
fact of the matter is that God and nature say
the same things about women. That doesn't
leave us with much, which is why we need
feminism, which is neither Right or Left, but,
theoretically at least, about us from our
point of view.
OTI: Many people (liberals in particular) see you
as going to bed with the right wing on the
pornography issue. How do you respond?
AD: I'm not a liberal but I know the problem
with liberals and liberal feminists is that they
will not deal with the realities of power, or
the realities of woman hating in the world.
Aside from the fact that we have no actual
alliance with anyone on the right, have
never taken any money, have not gotten any
help, that the bill was developed in Minneapolis which is an exceptionally progressive city by any standard, aside from all of
that, a rapist doesn't say to a woman
"Excuse me, what are your politics?" The 16year-old could be a Reagan fan, but when a
pimp picks her up off the street and puts her
in pornography, she's a woman. It's one of
the great challenges of feminism to deal
with the fact that women of all political
persuasions are treated as women whether
they understand it or not.
OTI: But it goes beyond that. Aside from the
sexual degradation and minimization of
women, there's the money involved. You're
talking about a 10-billion-dollar-per-year industry
that sells sex and sells it big.
Do you feel that you failed in your struggle
against pornography because the Ordinance
was declared unconstitutional?
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AD: I feel frustrated and I feel angry but we
certainly didn't expect anything else. We're
not Alice in Wonderland. We didn't think the
courts who uphold the power disparity
between men and women were going to say
"Oh thank you, you've shown us the way."
OTI: But you raised an extraordinary challenge
that continues to be addressed and that's a
wonderful thing.
AD: Absolutely. You have to go into the
courts. When Blacks were fighting for civil
rights and equality, they went into segregationist courts for 50 years before there was a
major success in 1954 with Brown vs. Board
of Education.
You have to go to where the power is. You
have no other way of dealing with the
power that is being used against you except
to confront it where it is and to try to find a
way to explode its contradictions. That's one
of the things that the Ordinance does. It
doesn't just challenge the pornographers, it
challenges this legal system that says ifs
against pornography but in effect has been
protecting it. I mean, the obscenity law is the
formula for legal pornography.
OTI: Let's talk about sexuality. Don't you think
that sexuality as it is constructed in this society
is mechanistic and adolescent? One could say
the sexuality of a Penthouse or Hustler is
not so much sadistic as it is simplistic and
mechanistic.
AD: What you're saying is certainly true, but
the turning of a person into an object is an
integral part of creating a system of
violence.
The issue of objectifying women is exceptionally important. We can't look at any form
of systematic violence against people based
on race, sex, or any hierarchical value,
where people are not first turned into objects. The fact that with women this is done
through something that is sexually arousing
and pleasing doesn't change the reality. It
just makes it deeper and more important
because the responses to the object become
physiological responses that are sexual and
sex itself becomes synonymous with
dominance.
OTI: Some feminists are trying to reconstruct
what it means to be a woman and defining it in
terms of the male establishment. There are
some who believe sado-masochism is a form
of liberating self-expression.
AD: We grow up in a sado-masochistic
society, we learn to eroticize power differences between men and women, we
learn to eroticize being powerless as
women. Obviously some women have
learned to eroticize being sadists as well,
although not very many. A political defense
of it is something else. To say that sadomasochism opposes the world instead of
being a part of the world as usual is deeply
destructive and a total mind fuck for women.
OTI: A lot of radical lesbian/feminist political
argument against heterosexuality is that it is
impossible to have any equity in heterosexual
relationships because of the power differentials
between men and women. There is an attempt
through lesbian sexual politics to find equality in
sexuality. Do you personally think that's
possible?
AD: It's not my way of approaching it. I have
never felt that lesbians per se were exempt

from any of the power hierarchies that men
and women also experience. I think that
being powerless is not good for people, it
hurts and damages them. So when you put
two people who are powerless together, you
don't necessarily get more equality except
that they've both been hurt. Sometimes you
get strength, and sometimes you get political conviction and commitment. Sometimes
for the women themselves there is a tremendous sense of freedom and integrity but
this is no panacea. You solve the problem
out in the world or you don't solve it at all.
People may find many personal islands in
their own lives where they can experience
some kind of reciprocity, and mutuality. I
think some women find it with some men
but it's very hard because in the real world
inequality exists.
OTI: So the separatist argument is not for you.
AD: It's never been a convincing argument. I
really do see it as the ultimate personal
solution and in that sense I reject it. I think
that there has to be a complete change in
gender. I don't think gender is real, I think
gender is constructed. I am about ultimately
redistributing power, and the redistribution
of power means taking masculinity away
from men. So when men say "feminists
want to castrate us", in a sense they're right.
We see the artifice of gender and radical
equality demands the kind of institutional
change that will ultimately destroy gender.
That's what I hope, that's what I work for.
But the problem here is that a lot of
women (especially as things get harder over
time) think that you just envision a better
world and you carry that vision around in
your head and things are better because you
have a better attitude. What I see is that you
destroy male power or male power destroys
you. There is no way to the other side of the
destruction of gender without actually destroying gender. In other words, the institutions of male power are real and this is a
real fight. I think there is real value in social
conflict towards change but women avoid
social conflict.
OTI: They avoid it because they are economically psychologically and financially so dependent on the people who are in power, who are
men. How do you fight an enemy who has
outposts in your head? How do you sell the
idea of revolution and freedom to women who
are now making 60 thousand dollars a year and
don't give a damn about this stuff because
they've got it made?
AD: If there's been any kind of split in the
women's movement over the issue of pornography, it's been between rich and poor.
Pornography is an issue that has mobilized
poor women; the kind of women who have
been in pornography or prostitution, the
women who have been incest victims or
homeless. Women all over the country who
make the 60 thousand dollars a year also
control the media in the women's movement. They are the ones who are saying,
"Shut up, we really don't want the stigma of
this issue on us." Whereas, the poor women
are saying, we have no escape from the
impact of what pornography means in our
lives. It's a real rich/poor issue.
OTI: What about the fact that the pornography
industry helped fund the pro-choice movement?

AD: That's very upsetting. The pornographers have always been politically
smart and Hefner bought a lot when he
gave money to various parts of the women's
movement. He bought loyalty for a very
long time, but the legal fight of feminists for
the right to abortion went down the wrong
track. Right now, since Roe vs. Wade, we
have abortion protected under a constitutionally inferred right to privacy. We never
fought it out on the basis of sex equality and
that's the only way we're ever really going to
have it. What the pornographers used their
money to do was to get the women's
movement to fight it out on a legal basis
that also protects pornography. The right to
have an abortion and the right to read
pornography in your own home (a man's
home is his castle) are protected under the
same legal rulings. The few dissenting
voices in the women's movement who said
this is wrong are really getting screwed. But
that^ changing now. Nobody any longer
thinks that the pornographers have women's
rights at heart. People say that we may lose
the right to abortion. What we need is to
have reproductive rights established as a
fundamental civil right, not as an inferred
right of privacy but as a right of sex equality.
OTI: What is your vision for the feminist
movement in the future?
AD: I think we have a resistance movement
now, not a revolutionary movement. We
have a movement of people who are resisting male dominance and trying to survive
day by day. They are trying to forge an
understanding of how it works, and at the
same time, trying to leave clues behind for
another generation which is finally going to
do it right and blow the whole fucking thing
up, I hope.
OTI: Then what, blow it up, then what?
AD: We're all so tired. It takes a lotto
sustain the struggle. All those blows to self
esteem that begin when you're so young,
when you're taught second class status,
when you're taught that you're really not
worth very much. Then there is the
egregious and systematic sexual abuse that
women undergo starting from childhood.
Ours is a population of political people who
have been hurt in these ways. How do such
people find the strength and the conviction
to fight for equality?
To me the word "equality" is not a sterile
word; it has a whole lot of resonance, going
back to the French Revolution which was the
first revolution for real equality.
It's amazing to me how little attraction the
word "equality" really has for people. How
they so deeply get their pleasure from forms
of inequality of all kinds. It seems to me that
if a society had real equality, the forms of
sensuality that would exist between people
would be deeper and richer and more
various, less fetishized and alienated.
With pornography, we're talking about the
Left defending commodity capitalism in all
of its forms so that when you defend free
speech, what it means in this country is that
you're defending the right of the people
who have money, who have been able to
buy speech, over the rights of the people
who have been disenfranchised from the
system. The Left is defending NBC's right to
17
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According to authorities, the Pikul children
Since then, according to Dr. Bailey, parents
do what it wants, defending the rights of all
may have been present when Pikul is said to
of several infants who died awaiting a donor
the multinational corporations to do what
have stowed their mother's body in the trunk
transplant had asked him to give their
they want.
of his car before dumping it next to a
infants a baboon heart. Although Dr. Bailey
OTI: Where does all of this leave or lead us?
highway.
maintains a colony of baboons in a wing of
AD: It makes me think a lot about the future
Loma Linda University Medical Center
Since Pikul's arrest, Manhattan District
and what's going to happen to us. I wonder
where he practices and says he wanted to
Attorney, Robert Morganthau, has tried to
if anything that we've done over these years
comply with the parents' requests to give
persuade authorities to remove the children
is going to survive in any form, because in
their children an animal heart, he could not.
from their father's control. Said Mr. Morfact we don't control most of communicaThe institutional review board at the hospital
ganthau, "In a case like this, where a father
tions. You can watch yourself being written
is accused of murdering a mother and the
out of it as you live. I fear for what's going to had restricted its permission for Dr. Bailey to
do baboon transplants to one year, a period
children may be witnesses, the father's
happen to what we found out. I would hate
that expired shortly after Baby Fae's case.
continued custody of the children is a matter
for another generation of women to have to
that should be brought right away before
begin inventing the wheel all over again. I
Dr. Bailey hopes that the results of animal
family court for a ruling."
think we have found out a lot, contributed a
experiments nearing completion at Loma
lot, understood a lot despite everything
Linda—financed privately by 40 surgeons—
This is probably the only case in which an
that's been done to try to make us think that
as well as the cross-species transplant exaccused murderer is given custody of eye
we have accomplished nothing. I don't know periments from the medical team of Dr.
witnesses to the crime. If anything happens
how much time we all have anyway, none of Keith Reemtsma at Columbia Presbyterian
to the children, no doubt Justice Glen will
us know that, but I just hope that somehow
Hospital in New York, and others in West
say she acted within the framework of our
we've managed to short circuit male domiGermany and South Africa, will lead to
legal system.
nance so that more generations of women
approval for him to do another baboon
don't have to be a population of raped
heart transplant within a year. Dr. Bailey is
people. I don't want women to have
testing the cross-species bridging concept in • From a survey reported in the New England
to suffer.
a small number of primates by implanting a
Journal of Medicine:
heart from an adult green monkey into twoSince 1981, there have been at least 21 cases
It's extraordinary to me that feminists do
and three-year-old baboons, waiting for rereported in which hospitals have sought
on some level have a deep commitment to
court orders to override the wishes of a
reproductive rights, but don't have the same jection and then giving the baboons a heart
from another baboon of the same age and
pregnant woman—by performing a caecommitment to stopping rape. They think
size. He says he purposely allowed the
sarian section, detaining her against her will
that they can clean up after it, want to help
rejection phenomenon to take its course so
or treating the fetus within the womb. In all
the people who are hurt by it, but they don't
but three cases the courts granted the
think they can stop it and if your goal isn't to he could measure the amount of antibodies
orders, deciding that they could not "indulge
stop it then you'll accept it as an inevitability. produced.
the desires of the parents" when there is
This is the difference between radical and
Dr. Bailey's foreseen goal is to use baboon
"substantial risk to the unborn infant".
liberal. I think that liberal feminists say we
hearts as "bridges" to human transplants for
have to make our way in this world very
many of the thousands of children born
From an in-depth view of this issue by
much as it is, and radical feminists are
each year with fatal heart defects.
Tamar Lewin in the New York Times:
saying we have to transform this world, we
In other words, Dr. Bailey intends to
In one of the most extreme cases, George
cannot make our way in it as it is, and I think sacrifice thousands of healthy, sensate, intel- Washington University Hospital in the Disradical feminists are right.
ligent animals whose hearts will be used in
trict of Columbia sought and won a court
People criticize me by saying I dwell too
the manner of artificial hearts as temporary
order in June, 1987 requiring a caesarian
much on the horrible things that happen to
"bridges" while waiting for a human donor.
section be performed on a woman who was
women. I started out being Utopian but got
The money spent for these inhumane exdying of cancer before her 26-week-old fetus
beaten down by rape and battery. When you periments could be put to practical and
was viable. Both the woman and the baby
are part of a movement for social change,
humanitarian use by working on the dedied soon after the operation.
part of what you're doing is trying to pass
velopment and perfection of artificial hearts
"The woman and her husband had said
information on in ways that will ensure that
for all who need them to survive until a
they didn't want the operation and the
women won't be hurt in the same ways that suitable donor heart becomes available.
doctors on staff agreed," said Lynn Paltrow,
you were hurt. You try to make life easier for
American Civil Liberties Union attorney who
them and then with that relief, that escape,
fought the order. ". . . They treated this
that burden that's no longer on their backs,
• News item from many sources:
woman as if she were already dead, as
they should be able to run farther and faster
Joseph J. Pikul, 52-year-old securities ananothing more than an incubator who is
than ever before.
lyst indicted and charged with the second
supposed to sacrifice her life."
degree murder of his wife, Diane, was
The issue of forced treatment is further
allowed to retain custody of the couple's two
complicated by the continuing debate over
children, ages four and eight. Pikul has had
abortion and the extent to which fetuses are
custody since the strangling/bludgeoning
entitled to legal protection. Additionally,
death of Diane Pikul in October, despite
there is a growing consensus that many
protests of Ms. Pikul's relatives, friends,
unnecessary caesarian sections are being
co-workers, and neighbors. Relatives of Diperformed. In this country in the last 16
ane Pikul sued for custody of the children in
years they have quadrupled to almost one in
December after the New York City Human
every four births. George Annas, professor
Resources Administration said an investigaof health law at the Boston University
tion had not shown Pikul was an abusive or
School of Medicine, said the question of
neglectful parent, despite numerous allegaforced caesarians usually comes up in cases
tions from those who know the family that
i We've Come A Long Way???
involving poor women, foreign women or
he has a history of bizarre and violent
women who have religious beliefs the doc(from page 14)
behavior.
tors don't share. Said professor Annas,
In awarding custody to Pikul, Justice
"What I think happens is that a lot of doctors
• Based on feature by Lawrence K. Altman,
Kristen Booth Glen of State Supreme Court
identify more with the fetus than with a
M.D. in the New York Times:
in Manhattan said: "Whatever he did or
woman who is different from them."
Three years ago Dr. Leonard Bailey imdidn't do to his wife, he is presumed
In fact, the same women who traditionally
planted the heart of a baboon into an infant
innocent until proven guilty. This court has
have been coereced into sterilization. Apparknown as Baby Fae, who lived 20 days after
not determined that he is dangerous to his
ently, a woman's right to choose her medical
the revolutionary and controversial surgery.
children at this time".
treatment is severely limited by what the Big
118

Brothers in the medical and legal professions determine her treatment should be.
' Regardless of race or age of couples, Dr. S.
Philip Morgan and other researchers at the
University of Pennsylvania found that parents with sons have a nine percent lower
risk of divorce or separation than parents
with daughters. The study, based on census
data, was supported by answers from mothers and children in a survey conducted by
Temple University. The study concluded that
"Beliefs about the importance of male role
models for sons act as a deterrent to divorce
for both parents of sons."
How about the importance of a male
figure in the lives of daughters? Another
way sexism exists in marriages and divorces: girls and women just don't count\
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ON THE ISSUES
Readers—a Profile
The response to our demographic questionnaire in Volume VII11987 has been
overwhelming—in fact, the returns are still
coming in. Following is a profile of our
typical reader, based on the responses received through December, 1987.
Our average respondent is a woman to be
reckoned with—and legislators had better
take note. Our woman is an activist who
often participates in demonstrations, writes
to legislators and makes frequent financial
contributions to causes she believes in. She
supports her issues of concern financially,
morally and physically and often makes
public presentations. The bulk of her interests include: feminism, politics, health and
society.
Our respondent is well-educated, has finished graduate school and is working in her
chosen career. Her yearly income is in the
$20,000 to $40,000 range. She annually
reads at least 24 books and 27 periodicals.
Her choice of magazine is, by far, Ms. and
national news magazines such as Time,
Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report,
etc.
Our respondent's average age is 39. She
may or may not be married or living with a
mate. The chances are that she owns her
home or apartment and she either travels
frequently or wants to.
This intelligent, dynamic woman also believes in having a healthy body as well as
mind: she eats health foods and takes
vitamins. If she uses cosmetics, the chances
are they are natural.
ON T H E ISSUES wants to thank all of
you who took the time from your super-busy
schedules to answer our questionnaire and
we look forward to a long and happy
relationship with you.
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Multiple Choice.
Questions Most Often Asked About Female Sterilization

Q

My family is just the right size now, so
I've been thinking about permanent
contraception. Are there different
methods? Do I have a choice?

All surgery carries some risk. But most
of these surgical contraception
procedures require only a very small
incision and can often be done on an outpatient basis.
Millions of women throughout the world
have chosen the Falope-Ring Band because of
its proven history of safety and reliability.

A

Yes, there are several ways to surgically
achieve permanent contraception: The
fallopian tubes that carry the eggs to the
uterus can be surgically cut and sutured. They
What if I change my mind in a few
can be cauterized — or burned. Or, a Falopeyears? Can the procedure be reversed?
Ring® Band — a tiny silicone rubber band can be
gently placed around a looped section of
lt may depend on the technique that
fallopian tube to constrict the blood supply.
you and your doctor choose. With some
Discuss the various techniques with your
methods the fallopian tubes are
gynecologist and then select the method that jwi
damaged beyond repair. However, the Falopefeel most comfortable with.
Ring Band appears to cause minimal trauma
Is it safe?
to the fallopian tubes. Recent medical research
indicates that this may be an important factor
in the subsequent reversal of the procedure
and the successful restoration of fertility.

A

Q
A

Q

For additional information please write to Cabot Medical for a free booklet entitled, Band-Aid Surgery

cabot medical
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2021 Cabot Boulevard West, Langhorne, PA 19047
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The Greening of the
World: An Exclusive
Interview with
Petra Kelly, Founder
of the West German
Green Party and
Anti-Nuclear Activist
MH How did you achieve your level of political
consciousness and activism?
PK One of my mottos is that "The personal is
the political, and the political is the personal." It started rather early when I left
Germany after being in a Catholic convent
in Bavaria. At age 13 I came to the United
States (not speaking a word of English)
and ended up in places like Georgia and
Virginia. It was a very racist, terribly discriminatory environment which you either
adapted to and became very right wing, or
rebelled against with social action. When I
was 15 and learning English, I had my own
radio program in Hampton where I debated issues like women's rights, democracy and human rights. When I went to the
American University in Washington, I ran
for foreign student representative, was in
the student union and organized International Week. I was also active in the civil
rights movement, the anti-Vietnam movement and was very strongly involved in
debates on international relations. So my
education, from there through Amsterdam,
the European Economic Community, the
Social Democratic Party, and the Green
Party were all very much linked.
A major activating moment occurred in
1970, when my sister died of cancer at age
10.1 decided that I would do everything
possible to find out why children die of
cancer. This began my entire anti-nuclear
commitment and my strong interest in
questions of health, safety, soft technology
and alternative medical models. I built up a
charitable initiative of 180 members for
cancer-ill children for which I am collecting
money in a very strict and defined way
(not accepting it from corporations or
industries). I am currently giving money to
existing children's hospitals with positive
social programs as well as trying to build a
model psycho/social center for chronically
and cancer ill children which I will call the
"Children's Planet".
MH You have no children?
PK I wanted a child very much but I had to
have a medically indicated abortion which
I never got over. I adopted a foster child
who lives in India. She's 19 and she has
a child, but I have taken care of her
since 1970.
When she was with me I began to
become much more open to Buddhist
philosophy, to the Tantric mysticism of the

Petra K. Kelly is a member
of the National Parliament
of the Federal Republic of
Germany; activist with the
Green Party, an anti-militaristic, ecological and nonviolent grassroots party;
was re-elected to the German Bundestag in 1987 for
a second full term; and,
since 1970, has been actively involved in the German and worldwide antinuclear, anti-war and feminist movements. She is author of numerous books
and articles and has lectured extensively throughout the world.

Dalai Lama. This teaches peace and nonPK Feminism was always a part of me. I was
violence as was expressed in the way the
raised by my grandmother and mother,
Tibetans did not violently rebel against
who was a war widow (she is now 81, and
their political suppression. Last year I was
recently wrote a letter to Gorbachev, which
able to put through a resolution on Tibetan
was published in all of the Moscow newsHuman Rights which was accepted unanpapers). My father left when I was three or
imously in the German Parliament. The
four years old, so I never had any paChinese of course were very upset about
triarchal figure at home. There were althis. The Dalai Lama came to a meeting in
ways women around me in leadership
Bonn in September (after accepting my
positions and the only man I knew was the
invitation). Being with him, I experienced a
local priest, whom I couldn't stand bevery non-hierarchical leader. He is quite
cause he was such a classical patriarch. I
different from the Pope. Every time the
grew up with a picture of women who
Pope comes to Germany, I write an open
were making it, who were out "using their
letter to him in a very provocative way.
elbows" and who had their own values.
This time I wrote to him about witches:
Also, if anything would make you a femi"Welcome to the land where the most
nist, it's being in a Catholic convent in
witches were burned." I could sense all of
Bavaria, where you are forced to take on
the German press thought I was absolutely
all the ideals of the right wing conception
mad. His ideal of woman is one who is
of the way the Pope looks at the Virgin
completely subservient to men.
Mary. You end up either accepting that
She is either mother or whore. I don't
system fully or you go nuts—paranoid—
accept this picture; I never have. The only
and you really begin rejecting it. I officially
thing I wanted to become in the first 12
left the Catholic Church with a letter to the
years of my life was a nun and go to Africa
Pope when I was 16 years old. However, I
and save children. But I have a problem
feel I am still a very spiritual and religious
with Mother Teresa, when she says that
person with a strong involvement in the
poverty is beautiful. She does not try to
movements for civil rights, human rights
transform the institutions that create povand women's rights. It is an integral part
erty—she accepts the status quo. She
of me.
could have so much more influence if she MH Some say that in this country, much of the
looked at the causes of poverty rather than
left is very male dominated and that, in the
the symptoms.
heyday of radicalism, the '60s, there were a
MH What about feminism?
lot of women involved, but the majority were
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will speak about women's equality in public, but often say, "My girlfriend is typing
my speech."
MH What about professional discrimination?
PK When I came back to Europe in 1970,1
came as an intern into the European
Economic Community and applied for a
job at the Economic and Social Committee,
where I worked as a civil servant until 1983.
For 12 years, I was the only woman
political administrator in a completely
male environment. I was their "token
woman", their so-called "feminist woman"
that they could show off. But at the same
time, I made it very difficult for them
because if they sent me to conferences on
trade union affairs, they knew I would be
critical of their philosophy. I had gotten a
rather independent reputation in Europe as
someone who spoke out on women's
issues without any regard for my employer. There was a great deal of pressure
against me because I went to court about
my own promotion, and about an analysis
on equal rights that I wrote, i won the case,
and they had to promote me retroactively. I
noticed that most of the women secretaries or translators in lower positions did
not really want to support me because
they felt they could be hurting their careers. Others felt that I was ruining my
own career. I told them that the issue was
much more important to me as a feminist
than the question of my career. They never
understood. In fact, when I left the European Economic Community to go into the
Green Party, many women could not understand why I would leave such safe
employment and go into an all male arena.

the Green which is turning more and more
dogmatic and which also leaves open
some questions concerning non-violence.
The group of people to which I feel I
belong is the more independent authentic
Green who do not want to make compromises on authentic Green issues. My position on disarmament is, and always will
be, very radical.
I am asking not only for the present level
of nuclear disarmament which was finalized in December, but for the dismantling
and removal of all mass destructive and
conventional weapons. I'm asking for a
bloc-free non-aligned demilitarized zone, a
complete, comprehensive, test ban treaty;
for the right of total draft resistance, not
only for partial draft resistance, but for no
alternative service if you don't go into the
military I ask that the German companies
stop supplying weapons to both sides of
the Iran-Iraq war, and that the American
companies stop their interventionist policies in Nicaragua. The brutal war in
Afghanistan must be stopped and we must
call an end to all these immoral arm
supplies. A total arms export ban—no
more arms production whatsoever. I want
to get rid of the cruise missiles in the
ocean and take away battlefield nuclear
weapons. There are some in the Green
Party who believe that disarmament is
more successfully done between Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. Reagan, but I still believe
that one of the reasons that they made this
agreement in December was due to the
worldwide grass roots pressure against
military thinking and the philosophy of
deterrence. I don't believe in bilateral arms
control. I believe that there is only one
effective way: that is radical and unilateral
measures. Even though we had a modest
success in December, I believe that you
have to begin at home and you have to
begin disarming in your own head.

Similarly, when I became a speaker for
the Green, many Green men were upset.
xeroxing or making coffee instead of revoluWomen, including myself, were treated
tion. There is a similar criticism of the
very badly in the sense that they tried not
Greens: that they do have women involved
to ignore but to minimize us. For example,
and they talk peace and equality, but they are
when I was on the cover of Stern, there
still very male oriented and dominated.
was a great deal of ambivalence. They
MH But then, some would say that you are not
PK In the Green there are still many men who
were proud on the one hand that the
realistically cognizant of the Soviet military
are able to be in politics because their
Green Party had achieved such promithreat. . . .
women are taking care of their children.
nence, but on the other hand they were
PK No, no. When I presented the Green
We had one case where a woman on the
somewhat ambivalent because there was a
analysis of the Soviet military threat on
Executive Board had to resign because she
woman on the cover instead of a man;
Capitol Hill in the summer of 1987, there
couldn't cope with her child alone and
their own leadership in the media was
was a good understanding of our position.
continue to be in politics. If Green men
being challenged.
We feel that the NATO forces are quite
stand there and say, well, that's her probsuperior to the Soviet military forces, but
lem, then they have not understood what MH But isn't that part of the Green philosophy of
that both sides have criminally far too
"social conversion"? To decentralize power
the Green party is about. There are also
much of everything. We will never, ever, in
and redefine leadership?
those who will say it is fine that the Green
any way, make human rights work if we
PK We have a very strong position regarding
women have their own thing, their own
don't start disarming, because people can
power sharing. We don't want to be part of
group. If we have our own Green women's
only create human rights in a situation
the established power system that is using
program, I want it integrated into the full
when they are disarming. One must have
and abusing power over people. We use
political program. I don't want a separate
an inner and an outer peace. We cannot
power on the grass roots level to make
program because the men will end up
accept a peace which oppresses us.
positive
and
non-violent
social
change.
In
saying "That's the woman's part."
the Green Party, unfortunately, there are
MH But can you have capitalism without
In the Green Party, most of us talk about
many various political wings. One of the
militarism?
being against violence and the use of
political wings is a more pro-Social Demo- PK Of course, that is the other question, but
force. I have always said to those men, "If
cratic and conservative type. Otto Schily is
that is part of the Green solution. When we
you don't start speaking out against vioa member of this wing, which is ready to
say we want a third way, it doesn't mean
lence done to women in the same way you
make certain compromises on key Green
socialism, it doesn't mean capitalism. It
talk about other forms of violence, I don't
issues like joining the Social Democrats in
means a very strong, self-determination of
believe you." And those men will claim
government. Other key issues include femecological economies, decentralized econthey are talking about "World Politics" and
inist positions, the question of NATO memomies. Of course, you cannot change it
the rest are "women's issues". They don't
bership and how soon to stop nuclear
overnight, but we already have many
connect to it, and those connections are
power plants. I am totally against this type
ecological
networks that have created an
probably the most important. That is the
of politics. There is also another wing in
alternative republic within the Republic of
problem with the Green party: many men
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Germany. In Germany, the weapons and
nuclear industry are 15 percent of the
economy. Instead of producing military
helicopters for Turkey or for Iran, why
don't we start producing rescue helicopters? Why not start producing artificial
kidneys in companies that once produced
weapons? I would never say, as some do,
that we cannot do anything until the
economic system changes. We have to do
it now. We must make people understand
that the disarmament that has taken place
in December affects only three percent of
the total number of nuclear weapons—
from 50,000, only 2,000 are to be removed—it is a small but psychologically
important beginning.
MH Whom do you see as the greatest threat to
world peace, the Soviet Union or the United
States?
PK Very clearly, in their internal policies, I
prefer a Western democracy because it
guarantees many individual human rights.
I have often been in Eastern Europe, and in
Moscow, and I know what they suffer
internally. I condemn the foreign policies of
both super powers. But should Reagan or
Gorbachev do something that is O.K., I
would say so. I have no loyalty to those
two people. We have no loyalty to the
White House or the Kremlin. We have
loyalty to the issues and to the people who
are struggling within those blocs. We have
contact with people who think like the
Green in Eastern Europe. Very courageous
women and men in the Soviet Union;
people on the staff of the Glasnost Press
Club, people in the independent groups in
East Germany who have recently been
imprisoned. We are loyal to those people.
At the same time, we condemn the
Afghanistan war, we have demonstrated in
Turkey because of the Turkish military rule,
and, in 1983, we also demonstrated in Red
Square for more disarmament and human
rights. Even though we have demonstrated
openly in the Soviet Union and have
created problems there, the people around
Gorbachev invited me and Gert Bastian (ex
general and Green member) to a Peace
Forum in Moscow in February I987 where
we met and spoke with Gorbachev. I also
went to the International Women's Conference in Moscow in June 1987 where I
was very, very critical about the imprisoned Soviet feminists. I gave a list of
39 imprisoned women to Mrs. Gorbachev
asking for their immediate release. She
seemed very upset by it as she insisted
there were no political prisoners in the
Soviet Union. She told me that the most
important thing was to obey the law in
each country. I pointed out to her that she
had congratulated the Greenham Common
Women for breaking the law because they
occupied the missile sites in Great Britain. .
But there were some women at the
Congress who said, "Don't disturb the
harmony. We have to depend on Mr.
Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev." I think that is
wrong, because even if there is an arms
agreement, it is only a small beginning.
MH And along with disarming, the Greens want
to neutralize the bureaucrats, the experts and
the technocrats.

PK Also the military/industrial complex. We
would like to have all foreign troops removed from East and West Europe. We are
fearful that the European governments,
especially Paris, Bonn and London, will
begin creating a third nuclear and military
super power called Western Europe. One
day we would like a decentralized, regional
Europe, of course, including East European
self-governed regions. %•% ' ' ; . ; •
We have a joint history witH the Soviet
Union, which in my opinion also heiorigs
to Europe because of the suffering we
have caused them. We should never forget
that 20 million; died because of German
militarism. Twill never shut up aboUt, '
human rights; to me thafs the one of the
most important issues* I will never accept
a peace that suppresses. Peace is very
important, but only if there is social
justice, and human rights. If there is
injustice, you can't have peace. Some
people, believe in disarmament at any price
but I believe that disarmament and peri:
sonal freedom belong together. You cannot
use unjust means for a just end, and you
can't use violent means for non-violent
ends. There are sbmeGfeen who say that ;f
non-violence is only a tactic. Butj if people
say that it's a tactic, then it is no longer a
Green philosophy. Non-violence is a way,,; '
of life.
MH Do you feel 0nfide'nt:'ift'America's ability to "; ••-:;:
remain a World leader?PK The two Super Powers should stop trying
to act like world leaders. Theyshduld
begin to respect smaller Countries and
independent thitiatiyes. In fact* most governments become very arrogant towards
other systems. I would prefer it if Germany
and Europe were to become neutralizonfes.
In Germany, we are all sitting on a powder
keg. Both Super Powers commit maft^l.%
crimes in their backyards. For example the
U.S. in Central America and the Soviet
Union in Afghanistan. One problem is that ;„
the neutral states must begin to organize, .,,
themselves much better. What we are
looking for is a kind of a belt of pact-freer '
states, states that are going to start getting
closer and closer in a neutral Europe. If the
Super Powers want to have nuclear weapons, fine; but don't put them on foreign' ,;
soil. Obviously, the best solution is to get
rid of them altogether.
People in Germany have grown accustomed to living in a military bloc. They
grew up with Hershey bars and American
soldiers. They grew up with NATO—it's
part of their lives and that is why it is so
difficult to start dismantling NATO. There is
a deep feeling of friendship with the
Americans because of the way they treated
the Germans after the war. It was far better
than how some of the Russians behaved.
The economic dependency between Europe and the United States has created
strong capitalist societies along with a
strong military pact. At present there is a
change of thinking and conservative politicians like Thatcher, Strauss and Kohl
would like to set up a second pillar next to
NATO which would be a very dominant
and militarized European Economic Community; which according to their wishes
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should turn into a kind of "U.S. of Europe".
This would mean a new sharing of tasks
so that the U.S. would have its hands free
to deal more effectively with the third
world while letting the Europeans organize
their own defense. My personal fear is that
the Federal Republic of Germany will become a very strong European power with
a desire to have nuclear weapons. This is
the type of Europe we reject.
MH How has the Green Party addressed the
issue of the Holocaust, and the Germans
remembering their past?
PK The Greens have been criticized (and it has
hurt them) that they are anti-Semitic. This
is completely wrong. There have been
Green delegations to Israel who have
criticized violence on all sides: the Arabs,
the Israelis, and the PLO. They have spoken
out for the right of self-determination for
the PLO, but at the same time support the
integrity of the state of Israel. The Green
have many contacts in the Israeli and Arab
peace movements. We have also tried to
do as much as possible to raise the issue
of racist thinking in the German Parliament. However, it's been the Green (and I
give them a lot of credit for it) who
initiated the first trip of a Parliamentary
delegation of the Bundestag to Auschwitz.
The Green were the first group in parliament who tried to get money for all the
victims of the Holocaust including homosexuals and gypsies; they also fought very
hard to have homosexuals recognized as
victims of the Holocaust. On the other
hand, there have been very terrible incidents of conservative German politicians
making anti-Semitic statements. There also
wasja Ideal, mayor who literally had to
leave office because of such statements.
Also, the mistakes that Chancellor Kohl
made surrounding the trip to Bitburg make
me feel very ashamed. After Reagan came
to Bitburg, every Fascist and neo-Nazi
group brawled out of the woodwork and
began meeting publicly. At the time of the
f i . Bitburg visit, we initiated a symposium
reconciliationwith Gene Sharp, Adolfo
Esquivel, Ramsey Clark, Philip Berrigan
• and other leading anti-fascists. At the
1
beginnirtg the press was fully enthusiastic,
but when the reconciliation forum took
"placed they all went to Bitburg. Not one—
riot ever) bne^-American journalist stayed
far pur meeting; That showed me that, in
thfl erid, sensationalism was more impor: tarit to the press th^ji bur attempts at
reconciliation. %''
In Germany, of course, one can't say that
there is a "new Fascism" but one certainly
must say there are some forms of hatred
toward foreign workers, and towards what
is different. It's become much worse in
Austria. Every single day many more facts
are being presented about Waldheim's role
in the war. Yet up to 70 percent of the
Austrian population supported him fully
and want him to remain in office. I am very
fearful that Chancellor Kohl will invite
Waldheim to Germany on an official visit.
MH I find it quite fascinating that the radical,
visionary peaceful agenda of the Green
comes out of the ashes of the Holocaust.
PK There are some critics who say that the

peace movement is forgetting Auschwitz
because of Hiroshima. What we try to
point out is that Hiroshima, Auschwitz, are
all the same, they are all the results of
human evil and human greed. People, not
machines, committed these crimes. The

guns) at a bar in a Western saloon wearing
very high black leather cowboy boots. The
expression on my face was a very pornographic, ugly expression; the body was
done in such way, that it was not only
pornographic but disgusting.
I have taken this case to a German court
and for the past two years have struggled
with Penthouse in attempting to sue them
for defamation of character. I have also
taken this case to court in the name of all
those women who have been descriminated against by this type of magazine.
The Penthouse company used the most
ridiculous argument in defending themselves, implying that I should be honored
to be included in the calendar and also
implying that as a publicly known figure, I
had to put up with all types of publicity. In
fact, many male intellectuals criticized me
for going to court, claiming that freedom
of artistic expression was much more
important than the dignity of women. I
was suing for 80,000 DM. The money, of
course, was not for me but for a charitable
organization for women. When I went to
court we discovered that Penthouse had
misled us for two years. I was forced to
sue another company of the Penthouse
corporation. Recently, I lost the first level of
the court battle. The judge ruled that as a
public figure I had no right to privacy and
no right to go against the pornography
industry. The entire male press seemed to
be on the side of Penthouse. But this court
case has been of help because we now
have a large campaign against all forms of
pornography. Women in Germany are
finally seeing pornography as a political
issue. The Green are preparing anti-pornography legislation because many men
and laws don't differentiate between pornography and eroticism.

Green also point out that it is the silent
ones, the people who allow this to happen,
that are just as much the criminals as the
ones who have done the deeds.
The Green have taken the issues of
human rights and liberty away from the
Right. The Left has far too long intellectualized these concepts. The Left ends up
not fighting, not opposing what they are
supposed to oppose and change, but each
other—intellectualizing constantly from
within, and always believing that they have
some great effect when they don't have
any anymore. It would be very sad if the
Green ended up like some old Left Wing
party of the '70s . . . we have gone beyond
that, far beyond. As long as we can still get
political consensus between a young biological farmer, a woman in a mothers'
group and a feminist we are able to stay
together. That's the miracle of the Green
up to now.
At present, the Green are in danger of
falling apart because each political wing in
the Green Party would like to have all the
power. This means that the political consciousness which holds us together is
being questioned by different wings on
key political questions. One example is
that one party of the Green Party has now
dropped our demand to take the first step
out of NATO and is in fact trying to
moderate the entire party program. The
other wing reacts by threatening to leave
the party if this position becomes a major
position. What we end up having is a great
deal of senseless struggle about internal
power politics, and we forget that we were MH In conclusion, how do you continue? What
trying to convince people on the outside
keeps you going?
that NATO has many negative effects. At
PK I have many moments where I more or
the present time the situation is delicate
less fold up, moments when my head says
because some people in the Green Party
stop but my heart keeps going. My belief
are becoming more and more opporis that people can be basically good and
tunistic about power.
that they will change if they receive all
relevant information and if they can be
MH What is the German political situation conempowered to resist. This has to begin on
cerning AIDS?
the personal level and then move to the
PK The Bavarian philosophy is the worst. In
political. Another strong belief has always
Bavaria there is a witch hunt against
been that if you want to reach your goal
homosexuals, foreign workers and women
you can never let yourself be distracted.
who live alone. Instead of providing the
You must always go forward. You have to
very best possible care for AIDS patients,
go to the end of your road.
they are considering a very drastic law
which would include stopping people by
MH What do you see at the end of your road?
force of law and requiring them to have an PK I do not want to tell people how they
examination. The Bavarians are also closshould move or how to manage their lives,
ing their borders to anyone who might
but I would like them to know what
even be suspected of carrying the AIDS
personal power each person has within
virus. This is the most inhumane way we
themselves and that in fact, one is never in
can think of to deal with this problem.
any way powerless. As soon as you begin
to change something, then something
MH On a different subject. We heard you are
does change. But if you keep saying, "I will
suing Penthouse Magazine.
do it one day", it will never change. That's
PK Yes. A calendar was produced in 1985
what I think is really important. It's kind of
called VIP. A caricaturist—I wouldn't call
my motto: you just do it; you just begin it
him "artist"—Jewish, from Israel (which
and it will change.
makes it even more difficult) produced
these so-called "caricatures", 12 men, including the Pope; but the worst of it was
this horrifying lewd picture of me standing
completely naked (except for a holster with
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i MH: ON THE ISSUES
(from page 3)
Violence can, and often does, serve to
reinforce and institutionalize the natural
physiological dominance of men, while at
the same time supporting men's perception
of their separateness from women. This
particular perception eases the way for men
to minimize, demean and generally act out
against women in multiple ways. The mere
threat of violence also often results in
enforcing a passivity in the female victims
that leads to individual and collective subservient "good girl" behavior patterns. The
constant daily reminders of violence against
women and children in every newspaper
strongly reinforce this reality. Domestic violence in particular expresses this pattern by
strongly upholding the patriarchal status
quo and enforcing the real or perceived
power of the establishment.
According to the New York Times,
November 8,1987, Dr. Ronald Chez of the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey said there were six million battered
women in America; other estimates range
from three million to 12 million. Susan
Schecter, author of Women and Male Violence, said there were 1.8 million battered
married women in 1980, but that that figure
did not include violence against single
women or divorcees. Another statistic
quotes the fact that a woman is battered in
America every 15 seconds.
The padding of "forever" and "till death
do us part"; the padding of social structure,
of class exemption, of forgetfulness, of
"it can't happen to me", and "it's not my
problem".
Prudence Glass Greenblatt of The Battered Women's Defense Committee said in
the same article that there remains "a
significant religious cultural and political
support for wife beating". In this instance,
we see the Church and the State, separate
or unified—acting not as protective structures of safety and reason, but as institutional supports for criminal activities.
An even more insidious and dangerous
phenomenon is the fact that mass murders
are on the rise and are considered the "new
epidemic". As reported by the New York
Times, January 3,1988, James Fox, criminologist and co-author of Mass Murder,
America's Growing Menace states that

"1966 was the onset of the age of mass
murder". In 75 percent of the cases studied
by Fox, the victims knew their killer, who
was almost always a white male.
The killers all shared some common characteristics, including that prior to the murders there was the loss of a job or
separation or divorce from a spouse. Also,
they were people who had few outside
contacts with friends or neighbors who
might help vent the growing rage.
Interestingly enough. Levin said societal
trends are creating more opportunity for
these conditions. "You look at the divorce
rate of 50 percent and the tremendous
residential and job mobility in this country. It
can leave people rootless, isolated without
sense of community."

The recent case of Ronald Gene Simmons
is a horrifying and graphic example of this.
The Arkansas man killed 16 members of his
family (there are reports that he actually had
them dig their own graves up to six months
before their murders by telling them he was
planning a gardening project). Simmons is
described as an ex-master sergeant who
liked to order others around and, according
to Linda Mayhew, the closest friend of
Simmons wife (Daily News, January 3,1988)
he, Simmons, gave orders and they (his
family) didn't dare question what he wanted.
The article states that "to maintain his
control Simmons would not allow his family
to join any church or social group". They
could not have a telephone. One daughter,
Loretta, 17, who wanted to be a model,
couldn't wear pretty clothes, date or wear
makeup.
The "padding" obscured the fact that the
entire family lived in what were actually
concentration camp conditions and could
not or would not ask for help, break out or
attempt a collective action. Another distressing aspect of this story is that one of
Simmons daughters was a victim of his
continued sexual abuse, bore a child out of
that union and both she and that child
perished in the massacre. There is also a
contention that what triggered Simmons
murderous rage was a recent rejection from
a young woman he was pursuing. She, too,
was murdered in the rampage.
Although mass murderers and mass murders are still by no means an every day
occurrence, they can be viewed as the apex
of the little murders, the every day humiliations, the daily violent incidents that face us
each morning as we scan the media reports.
Violence, sex and death.

Little Lisa Steinberg, the six-year-old girl
allegedly murdered by her adoptive father,
had padding. The padding of parental love
and middle class values. The padding of
childhood and a good neighborhood school.
But underneath that padding, her life was a
nightmare of abuse and neglect.
Lisa's adoptive mother, Hedda Nussbaum,
had padding too. The padding of a longterm relationship, of shared adopted children with her lover Joel Steinberg, of mutual friends, of professional status. Living in
a twilight zone of abuse and passivity,
Hedda now stands accused of being an
accomplice in her adopted daughter's
murder.
The "battered woman syndrome" cycle
depends (according to the New York Times,
November 8,1987) on the usually deliberate
undermining of a woman's sense of authority, independence and self-worth by a
possessive, demanding and overly critical
man who feels the need to control the
behavior of all those around him.
The enormous pressure on women to
conform to the expectations of the padding
lead to behaviors such as Hedda Nussbaum
claiming that her broken nose, fractured ribs
and other major physical problems resulted
not from beatings by her lover but from
something else; i.e. he didn't hit me, I fell.
So Hedda stands accused.
Some say and feel that no matter what
the reality of that house, no matter how

much her own Sickness and pain, Hedda
Nussbaum should have protected her
daughter at all costs, should have laid down
her own life first, should have gotten the
child out of there—should have, should
have....
But was Hedda aware that there is much
evidence to suggest that a woman who
finally decides to leave an intolerable battering relationship still risks the even greater
peril that the man often will find her and
possibly kill her? Or, if she manages to
escape, where can she go? Due to the
Reagan Administration's budget cuts, there
are few, if any, shelters available to support
her. With little or no financial assistance, a
woman's decision to leave a battering relationship may jeopardize her chance of survival even more than remaining in an unsafe
house.
According to Karla Digirolamo, Executive
Director of New York State's Commission of
Domestic Violence: "There develops a conditioned helplessness which is magnified by
fear. Some women believe they are safer at
home where they know the danger than out
in an unsupportive world where they may
be pursued." According to recent studies, 20
to 40 percent of homeless people in New
York City are battered women. This kind of
statistic gives new life to the phrase "between a rock and a hard place", and reinforcement to Sigmund Freud's comment
that "experience teaches us that the world

is no nursery." Asks Ms. Digirolamo: "How
do you assimilate the fact that the person
who loves you is beating you, or that the
person you love is beating you, so that even
your love is worth nothing?"
Indeed, recent child abduction cases,
where mothers have defied the courts and
gone to jail to protect their children from
their abuser, have proved that the courts
often award custody to the abusive father.
Other cases exist where mothers are jailed
for protecting their children from psychological or sexual abuse by hiding them from
estranged husbands against court orders.
So, we are left with women existing in a
matrix of difficult, if not impossible,
choices—a classic no-win situation.
We come to the harsh reality that there is
no fair cause and effect in the universe—
that, in fact, if we do the "right things",
good things do not always happen to us.

A headline in a daily screams a quote
from the biological mother of Lisa Steinberg, "If I wanted my daughter murdered, I
would have had an abortion."
But how much real choice did the mother,
Michelle Launders, have? Pregnant, 20 years
old, unmarried, alone and afraid—how
much real choice did she have?
Paddings again....
The danger in paddings is that they are
not only non-protective and often negative,
but that they are ephemeral and elusive.
This makes it possible to be moved in and
out of them quickly and easily depending
upon circumstances. Like the ever-shifting
paddings of "mother".
Women are always struggling to maintain
the padding of the "good mother", the
"good girl"; the padding of social acceptability. Once a woman takes this padding off,

she bares her sides to scrutiny.
Witness Nicole Smiegel, the biological
mother of Hedda Nussbaum's little adopted
son, cheerleader and good Catholic girl,
pregnant at 16 years of age.
Unable to face the shame of her pregnancy in front of her Long Island friends and
neighbors (she doesn't even tell the baby's
father) she gives birth in secret and hands
the baby over for adoption. The window
shades on her block were drawn against her
and the knowledge of her secret. Once she
broke her silence to come forward and
rescue little "Travis Christian" (adopted son
of Hedda Nussbaum) she became not an
unwed mother but an angel of mercy, a
romantic figure of sublime mother love.
Her neighbors now open their hearts,
windows and doors to the new media star.
Michelle Launders also exposes her previous shame to the floodlights of the media
and, within the context of the Steinberg
case, becomes the tragic mother heroine
instead of another poor, young, unwed
mother.
In the glare of the cameras, hidden under
the padding, the reality pf the pain of these
women's lives is overlooked. The flush of
publicity covers the anguished hours of
decision-making and torment after finding
out the impossible, finding out that the
pregnancy test was positive.
The issue here is not whether children are
a priori good or bad—the padding would
have us believe they are always positive—
the reality is that they are positive only at
certain times with certain people in certain
circumstances. To paraphrase Shakespeare:
"Nothing is good or bad,
but thinking makes it so."
The padding of good girl and good
mother worked heavily for both Launders
and Smiegel who gave up their babies for
adoption rather than abort or keep them.
Both Launders and Smiegel made what they
considered to be survival decisions. Often
couched in terms of what would be best for
the child, there is an underlying reality of
individual self-interest on the part of these
women. Their choice was in fact one of
survival. Underneath the padding it often is.
In the case of women's sexuality, the
padding has resulted in its expression being
directed in one of two ways—either towards
reproduction as in mother or wife, or as
sexual receptacle as in whore, One of the
reasons that abortion is so passionately
opposed by the conservative establishment
is that it is women's reality exposed—in
abortion, the decision and the act, the
padding is ripped off. According to the
created definitions, mothers and wives don't
"kill their babies" and whores are damned to
hell anyway so they really aren't important.
The difficulty many women experience
with their own abortion decisions often
occurs when they have too much of a
conflict between what they experience as
necessary and right (i.e. terminating their
pregnancy) and the guilt they feel because
they are not conforming to the expectations
of their padding—"good girls are mothers
and don't kill their babies". An interesting
example of this phenomenon can be found
in a group of women known as WEBA—

Women Exploited by Abortion. This group
eral public that something is not right—that
contends that they were misinformed by the individuals should not exist in a situation
providers of abortion services and as a
that allows them to be abused and battered.
result made their choice on the basis of
If we enlarge this analogy we may well
inaccurate and misleading information. Con- ask how the general population of women in
sequently, they blame the clinics and the
this country continues to allow the abuses
providers for having chosen to have an
of the system to endure—economic disabortion, rather than accepting personal
parity, homelessness, feminization of povresponsibility for their choice. These WEBA
erty, violence against women and children,
women must at all costs incorporate the
dire threats to our reproductive freedom,
padding that states that real women are not
continued destruction of the environment,
active moral agents, real women never
escalation of rape, and the pornography
make hard choices, real women don't make
industry, etc., etc., etc.
difficult survival decisions. Real women are
How far can we go in expecting women to
victims. Victims of circumstance, misinfortake responsibility for their lives?
mation, husbands, lovers, society, etc., etc.
Women are either active moral agents, or
But paddings are not only external. They
they are not. They are either children or
can be and often are created by women
adults. They are either to be held accountathemselves. Common women-created padble and responsible for their actions or
dings are those that women tell themselves
viewed as continued victims of oppression.
to rationalize the incongruence between
Women must take ultimate responsibility
what they experience internally as real and
for their lives . . . must take responsibility
what they know is necessary for social
that demands that they not only see the
survival in the world; i.e. "I wasn't hit, I fell". paddings that cover them, but slowly and
The consistent insidious attempts to incorcarefully begin to remove, replace and reporate the padding into our souls, to try to
define them.
be thin enough, pretty enough, successful
Sex, Death, Choice, Peace, Love, Power,
enough, accepted enough, brilliant enough,
Ambition, Success, Feminism.
politically correct enough, right enough. All
What is the reality? How much is illusion?
working to create an endemic sense of
And how much is padding?
inadequacy and depression so that personal
Women must begin to forge links to the
and political passivity are natural results.
community and to the consensual reality
The constant attempts to recreate ourselves, that are beyond and greater than the definirestructure and reorganize our personalities
tions and expressions of their biological and
and presentation of self to fit into and
created sexuality—beyond their pregnanassimilate the paddings leads us into states
cies—beyond their definitions of mother.
of alienation and depression and ultimately,
They must struggle to find definitions for
dependency.
themselves that may or may not include the
sexual. Even the purest of forces, love and
Here in my den with the "ear of the bull"
erotic energy, have been perverted into
mounted, framed and hanging on my wall,
paddings—love into self-righteousness and
I am aware that every Sunday that ancient
didactic theories of goodness and the
ritual goes on. The bulls, the horses, the
erotic into mechanistic sexuality and
young men, and death. The crowds still
consumerism.
scream and seemingly remain unaware of
the wounds and pain they so dramatically
Ultimately, the reality of women's lives
and ardently applaud.
should not be under any padding at all. The
protection it offers is for the consumption of
I sometimes wonder whether it is at all
a society that does not address our issues
possible for woman to exist beyond the
but has turned pain, insecurity, rage and
perceptions of her biology and sexuality—
healthy political radicalism into just another
a possibility of woman expressed through
characteristics that are non-sexually aligned. topic on the Phil Donahue Show.
The realpolitik of women's lives should
Is Hedda Nussbaum responsible for her
exist a priori—out in the world—clearly,
actions? If she herself is in fact a victim of
continued abuse and battering, then, accord- loudly, passionately and truthfully—needing
no screens from delicate sensibilities.
ing to the definitions of the "battered
The reality of women's lives and needs,
woman's syndrome", she is not responsible
plus the reality of the violence against them,
for her actions.
requires, demands, light—light and truth.
While the battered woman's syndrome
The realpolitik of women's lives has to
could be used to describe the situation that
reinforce the reality that underneath the
Hedda Nussbaum and the family of mass
padding there is not only pain and insecumurderer Ronald Gene Simmons lived in,
rity, but courage, power and innocence
one could also extrapolate this definition to
of vision.
read that the majority of women in this
society live politically and socially in a
This truth must lead to a different kind of
condition of being battered, with the state
politics. One that says that real mental
and the patriarchal institutions playing the
health for women is the ultimate radicalism.
role of the oppressive husband or lover
One that rejects victimization and depreswrit large.
sion as "givens" and natural results of living
under padding; one that demands joy; one
A common question always asked when
that ultimately understands that you cannot
discussing the issue of battered women is,
find truth, yourself or a new political vision
why do they stay? There are, of course, a
under cover.
barrage of psychological and sociological
explanations for this behavior, but in all of
the questions and the answers there is an
underlying attitude on the part of the gen25
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'THE ANIMAL ESTATE: The English and
Other Creatures by Harriet Ritvo (Harvard
Univ. Press, Boston, MA; $25 hardcover)
This is a necessary book, because animals
in the modern world are endangered, because the rise of the Animal Rights Movement requires historical exposition, and
because of both these reasons and others,
all of us need to be educated about how our
institutions and practices regarding animals
arose. Without an historical map we fall into
glib generalities and mythic bathos. Harriet
Ritvo has drawn such a map of the Victorian
Age in its relationship to the animal world:
zoos, pets, hunting, vivisection, bloodsports,
and cattle breeding.
Ms. Ritvo's history is embedded in the
modern, industrial world, with its emphasis
on domesticity, family, imperial and state
institutions, and the way in which animals
symbolized, enhanced, and reflected these
institutions; cattle breeding in England underwent such transformations in response
to social changes. In the 18th century, it was
a rich man's sport. Only the landed classes,
who had sufficient acreage, money and
leisure could indulge in the sport or "art" of
breeding, as it was considered. Much cattle
was bred for show, with emphasis on elegance and ampleness, so that huge, sleek
fat cows often had to be conveyed by
special wagons, because they were too
heavy to walk. Many of the breeders had
their prize cattle painted by artists: "Such
cattle became, in a sense, collector's items,
and sales of genealogically distinguished
animals began to resemble the sales of
other precious objects." These animals were
intended to reflect pride of lineage.
It was not until the end of the 18th century,
with the advent of the cattle breeder, Robert
Bakewell, that cattle were raised primarily
for money rather than prestige. Bakewell,
who died in 1795, "epitomized the new
agricultural technologists" and was among
the first to regard an agricultural animal as a
machine that could make money. Here are
the origins of the factory farming mentality,
reflected in the conflict between the landed
classes and the new entrepreneurial spirit.
By this time, roast beef and John Bull
became national symbols, much as a soft
drink and a hamburger are today in the
United States.
The theory of evolution gave further impetus to the breeding ambitions of squires and

cattle-growers. Breeding celebrated human
ingenuity, the fact that humans could "design" animals, as they came to do in the
evolving pet industry. It also reflected the
aristocratic values of their owners and endorsed ideas of racial purity, articulated into
human history by the 20th century.
Similar social impulses of snobbishness
and class rivalry were reflected in the new
industry of pet-breeding, with sideshows in
kennel clubs and pet shows. Indeed, most
modern dog and cat breeds trace their
origins to the 18th and 19th century. On the
dark side of this frivolous activity was the
suspicion of "mongrelization". There is
throughout the book a subliminal but persistent relationship between animal breeding and racism to be extrapolated, and
explored further in another study. In this
book, the wealth of material excavated from
the documents of kennel clubs, diaries,
memorabilia, records of animal protection
societies, newspapers, journals, the daily
and weekly expressions of a century and a
culture, is very impressive. One is both
amused and depressed at the persistence of
human vanity. Human beings simply love
prizes. They will spend years engineering a
pig who is too overweight to walk and has
to be wheeled about, in order to get a blue
ribbon.
That is the sad record of how we treat
animals. The malevolent record concerns
bloodsports, cock fighting, bull-baiting,
hunting, dog-fighting, setting fire to cats,
bears, big-game hunting, the practice of
vivisection, and the constant use of animals
in national rivalry and for imperialistic purposes. The persistence and numbers are
overpowering. Zoos, ill-kept and crowded,
were manifest symbols of Britain's empire.
Bengal tigers and African elephants were
trophies brought in from the colonies, to be
admired on London streets. Big-game hunting became a sport identified with Britain's
empire, and carried out so effectively that
not since the days of Rome's imperial
powers expressed in the caravans of animals it brought back from the East and Gaul,
have continents been so emptied of their
animal population, as an expression of
imperial dominion. It was not unusual for a
colonial officer to have killed as many as
1,000 tigers during his stay in India. By the
century's end, big game had been hunted so
mercilessly, some to extinction, that protective policies were finally evolved.

cruelty as a lower-class propensity implied a
rhetoric of moral distinction which potential
patrons found comforting and attractive."
The practice of vivisection, uncontestably
brutal (the French physiologist, Magendie,
caused street riots when he gave a demonstration, cutting into the backs of living,
unanesthetized dogs), presented the RSPCA
and similar such organizations with its gravest conflict, for "vivisection was the exclusive prerogative of the responsible and
the highly educated." With pressure from
other growing, more activist organizations,
the RSPCA did manage to prosecute one
French physiologist and three English doctors in 1874, though their role in fighting this
form of animal cruelty diminished afterwards; and it was inevitable that newer and
more vocal organizations would arise, which
were more "grass roots," and less rooted in
the upper class establishments—but that is
history that belongs to the 20th century. By
the time the Anti-Vivisection movements
matured in Victorian England, they had
broadened their cause into a philosophy and
a crusade which "offered a radical critique of
Victorian materialism".
Nature and animals became transformed
in the 19th century mind, as populations
became urbanized. Animals became symbols for women and class distinctions. Animals entered the lives of Victorians, not only
pragmatically, but as a vast metaphoric
network for defining "vulgarity", "aristocracy", "savage", "catlike", "barbaric", "gentle", to distinguish class and gender. The
Animal Estate is thereby not only a history
of animals in the Victorian age, but a history
of its human manners and sensibility. Even
the study of diseases spread by animals,
such as rabies, serves as a model for the
malignancy of stereotyping: the poor were
invariably condemned for keeping rabid,
wild dogs; and fear of rabies rivalled fear of
masturbation. Rabid animals were "located
on a social map that connected their disease
with their owners' status".
There was, throughout this human contact with the animal world, an "insistent
retreat to the metaphoric level," invariably
reflective of class snobbery or national rivalry. It has often been said that the human
is the most dangerous animal in the world.
He is obviously also the silliest. The Animal
Estate is a good scholarly read. It is not only
educational, but as entertaining as a good
comedy on social mores.
—Roberta Kalechofsky

Animal protection societies grew up in
response to this monumental brutality, and
as an extension of other reform movements
dedicated to eliminate slavery, child abuse
and wife abuse. In the 19th century, concern
for animals was common to most of the
•REINVENTING EVE: Modern Woman in
social reformers. However, class conflict
Search of Herself by Kim Chernin (Times
pervaded the animal reform movement and
Books, Random House, NY; $16.95
cruelty to animals, as with breeding and
hardcover)
cattle-raising, became a class issue, with the
A remarkable book which weaves Kim
practices of the lower classes regarded as
Chernin's theory of the psychological departicularly "vulgar", while the "chase", and
velopment of woman into the mythological/
big-game hunting of the upper classes went
religious history of the Mother Goddess,
uncriticized. There were pragmatic as well
Reinventing Eve stands as a fine contribuas symbolic reasons for this, since many of
the reformist institutions such as the RSPCA tion to current feminist thought. As a synthesis of a number of interests written in
were often endowed and presided over by
overlapping styles of story telling, psychothe upper classes. "The identification of
logical explication and modern myth-makl 26

ing, the book is quite a creative
achievement. It takes a bit of work to
understand Chernin's style but it is definitely
worth the effort.
Her lifelong investigation into the female
psyche and the present state of the divided
female self has led Chernin, a Californiabased psychoanalyst and theoretician, via
paths of personal introspection and selfanalysis to question the nature and origins
of womanhood. Quite naturally she has
turned to Eve, the "first woman" of the Old
Testament, to ask what, if anything, this
powerful symbol can tell us today about
ourselves. Who is Eve? From what did she
arise? Why? What is important about her
dual nature; the curious, disobedient self
which initiates the expulsion from paradise
coupled with the self which becomes the
mother of the human race? Do we need her?
Why?
These questions and more open up a
"story within a story"; in religious terms: the
myth and rituals recounted in the Gnostic
Gospels; in psychological terms: the 20th
century theories of Freud and others. In both
cases Chernin finds evidence of a continuing
patriarchal "plot" to keep woman away from
the full use of her natural creative power as
exhibited in her ability to bear children. She
parallels the decline in power—one can
rightly say the extinguishing of power—of
the original world spiritual force, the ancient
fertile Mother Goddess with the psychological growth of the female child. Here, in the
chapters "Descent" and "Underworld", she
describes powerfully the analytic states of
regression and individuation. From these
deeply held experiences she moves the
female forward to a future "Woman Who Is
Not Yet". A woman who will, with our help,
be able to grow strong as an individual, yet
rebond with the mother image in a way that
has been denied for millenia.
She celebrates the Mother Goddess, the
power of regeneration and the power of
creativity, as she encourages the women of
the present to embrace this power along
with other insights into character which will
shape the generations yet to be.
—Nancy Lloyd

• THE HITE REPORT: Women and Love,
A Cultural Revolution in Progress by Shere

Hite (Alfred A. Knopf, New York, NY 1987;
$24.95 hardcover)
This is a commentary rather than a
review.
I admit to having a soft spot in my heart
for Shere Hite's reports as I was one of the
women who responded to the original questionnaire which became the basis for the
Hite Report published in I976. Receiving the
query via my membership in NOW, I remember spending long hours thinking
through the questions and carefully formulating the answers. Hite's inquiry came at
an important moment in my life. Recently
divorced, I was left with a residue of insecurities and questions not easily articulated
and, even so, not easily discussed with my
friends. Hite's questions gave me a chance

to respond, to articulate, to clarify my
feelings and opinions about what had happened to me and to place myself in the
larger context of what was happening to
other women as well. The political issues of
the larger feminist movement became personal with the divorce and my perceptions
changed forever.
Perhaps it is the power and clarity of
women and men thinking for themselves
and being willing to state their thoughts in
public which causes so many reviewers and
commentators to be so hyper-critical of
Hite's work. For these testimonies do bear
witness to a revolutionary change in point of
view. Unable to attack the content, as it is
documentary history, the pundits go for the
messenger; her credentials, her lifestyle, her
methods.
Shere Hite has as many advocates as
detractors and she is well able to hold up
her end of any interview. Her methods are
explained and endorsed in the introduction
to her new book. Articles which appeared in
the media covered her lifestyle and credentials; particularly informative is "What Now
My Love" by Jane Goldman, SAVVY, November 1987. Others, including the New
York Times and Washington Post, were

much more critical of her and the three Hite
Reports. In regard to the reception of this
particular messenger's words, I would like to
relate my observations of four television
interviews in November and December
1987.
The first interview set the tone. Hite
appeared on ABC's "Good Morning America" and Charles Gibson led the questioning.
He was upset with the data indicating that
"70 percent of women married five years or
more are having sex outside their marriages", (page 856) Hite explained her methods vs. those of Kinsey. Gibson rejected her
findings out of hand. The next issue was in
regard to the data indicating "92 percent of
all women—when asked, 'What is your
favorite way to waste time? Please yourself?'—mention activities they do alone."
(Page 854)
This information seemed to disturb Gibson mightily. He found it inconceivable that
a woman might want to happily spend her
private time alone versus choosing more
time with her children or husband. He
indicated that he and his wife spend many
happy hours together and that it was special
time for them both but he could not seem to
grasp the point that time she might spend
"just doing nothin'" (my quote) could be
equally valuable. Shere Hite forbore to go
into the inner workings of the Gibson family
and neither will I, but watching this interchange I saw, once again, how the political
became personal and someone's perceptions, if not changed, were jogged off
balance.
In the following few days, ABC/The
Washington Post ran their own poll on the
women and extramarital affairs question
and came up with statistics closer to
Kinsey's 40 percent of 30 years ago. As Hite
went to "Sonia, Live from LA" (CNN) and
"The Larry King Show" (CNN) hosted by
Rona Barrett, the same question re: extramarital sex came up again and again; the
27

ANNOUNCING A NEW JOURNAL

\

CALL
FOR
PAPERS

\
REPRODUCTIVE AND
GENETIC ENGINEERING
Journal of International
Feminist Analysis
Pergamon Press announces a new feminist,
multidisciplinary and international journal
focusing on the new reproductive technologies and
genetic engineering and their impact on women
worldwide. REPRODUCTIVE AND GENETIC
ENGINEERING will cover areas of theoretical
critiques; research assessments; current scientific
and medical developments and issues; conference
reports; and book reviews.
We invite contributions from women
internationally, from all academic disciplines and
professional areas, from those involved in health
care, community work and violence against women
projects.
REPRODUCTIVE AND GENETIC ENGINEERING:
Journal of International Feminist Analysis will be
published three times a year beginning in March
1988.
Manuscripts should not exceed 25 double space
pages. Style guidelines are those of WOMEN'S
STUDIES INTERNATIONAL FORUM.
Send papers and further inquiries to:
Managing Editor: Jalna Hanmer. University of
Bradford Department of Applied Social Studies,
Bradford, West Yorkshire BD7 IDP England;
or to the Regional Editors:
Farida Akhter (Asia), UBINIG, 5/3 Barabo
Mahanpur, Ring Road, Shaymoli, Dhaka-7,
Bangladesh;
Robyn Rowland (Australasia), Deakin University,
School of Humanities, Victoria 3217 Australia;
Renate Klein (Europe), P.O. Box 582 London NW3
IRQ, England;
Gena Corea (North and South America), 34 Lloyd
Street, Winchester, MA 01890 USA;
Rita Arditti (North and South America), 82
Richdale Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02140, USA.

For more information about
subscriptions, contact:

PERGAMON PRESS
Maxwell House, Fairview Park
Elmsford, New York 10523, USA

ON THE ISSUES Vol. IX 1988

remaining content of this book stayed hidden between its covers. Over and over Hite
was compelled to explain her statistical
procedure vs. Kinsey's vs. ABC/The Washington Post vs. presidential polls vs. the
Neilson ratings. Eventually she refused to
continue with her promotional tour as content had been replaced by numbers.
By early December, the issue had died
down and Hite made her appearance on the
"Morning Show" (ABC) with Regis Philbin
and Kathy Lee Crosby wherein they had
wide-ranging discussion of the contents of
the book, who answers the questions, why,
and why the media would rather talk about
her methods than the larger issues. Hite,
rather plaintively, encouraged the audience
to think for itself and read the full range of
material she covers.
The Hite Reports are just that, accounts
which bring forth new information about
vital issues regarding family structure and
individual growth in our society. And that
information tells us that, as women's culture
emerges from its second-class status, as it is
revealed and described for the first time,
and as it forces the predominant male
culture to be similarly investigated, the basic
structure of our society must be, and will be,
changed. This news, never welcome to the
prevailing authorities (you need only recall
the feelings and still ongoing repercussions
of the recent civil rights movement) is
especially threatening when it is clear that
the opinions expressed reflect the collective
views of the people en masse. If Hite had
simply written her books through her own
single viewpoint she could have been and,
most likely, would have been dismissed as a
crackpot researcher. But her books contain
the original thoughts and feelings of thousands of living people concerned about the
quality of the lives that they are living. These
voices and stories cannot be dismissed.
Criticism of methodology will no doubt
continue, as it has been present from the
first report published 12 years ago; but that
will not effect the value of the testimony
presented. That documented history will
continue to be of immense value, not only in
the history of this period of time but, even
more, as the basis of the philosophical
changes which lead to our future culture.
—Nancy Lloyd

• OUR AGING SOCIETY, PARADOX AND

PROMISE, edited by Alan Pifer and Lydia
Bronte (W. W. Norton & Company, NY; 1986,
$12.95 paperback) explains clearly and succinctly what the aging of America is all
about while projecting the changes that it
will bring. Certainly it will affect the inner
structure of our democracy as much, or
more, than any previous social movements,
including the industrial revolution, the baby
boom, the women's and civil rights movements. The statistics presented are fascinating. Did you know that in 1900 the life
expectancy was 47 years? Today it is 75 and
Americans in this age group number over 28
million, more than the population of Canada. In 2025 every fifth person, possibly

every fourth, will be over 65 and by mid-21st
century there will be 16 million persons and
more over 85. Today there are 2.6 million.
The 18 essays included in the book,
developed by The Aging Society Project for
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, represent a wide range of interest and opinions
but editors Pifer and Bronte note in their
introduction that six principal themes consistently emerged. First, is the importance of
children. As the numbers of children decline,
society must keep a strong commitment to
developmental services and education. Correction of the neglect now suffered by the
children of the poor and disadvantaged
becomes more pressing as they will represent a larger percentage of the child pool. In
an aging society, each child's development
bears directly on the quality of the collective
future. Second, population aging does not
affect all groups of citizens equally, particularly women, who have longer life spans
than men, and the special problems faced
by Blacks and Hispanics, as well as by those
in different geographic areas of the country.
Third, generational relationships will be
changed as a result of the shift in wealth
and the distribution of public funds. The
editors note with interest that many of the
book's contributors believe that a positive
interdependence of generations could result
in bringing forth a much more cohesive
sense of continuity and community to our
presently fractured society- Fourth, the significance and meaning of age will change in
the new "old" society. "Golden Years" and
"senior citizens" will be obsolete terms, or
will refer to ages 80 and above which we
now consider remote. Fifth, the writers
propose that age distinctions be divided by
quarters and that the third quarter years,
between 50 and 75, be considered years of
rebirth with new possibilities for part-time
and creative work. They note that we are
currently developing public policy concerning the needs of those years based on
attitudes which are "not only anachronistic,
but inhumane and inefficient as well", (pg.
12) The sixth theme concerns the moral and
ethical questions which even now have
arisen regarding the availability of health
care, the use of advanced medical technology to prolong life and the need to
develop public policies on the rights of
when and how to die.
Although some of these themes sound
familiar—they have been familiar topics of
talk shows and articles—the individual essays provide additional rich information.
Gunhild 0. Hagestad's chapter on "The Family: Woman and Grandparents as Kin-Keepers" is full of detail about family structure, its
old and new patterns. Harry R. Moody's
essay "Education as a Lifelong Process"
proposes radical changes in what he calls
"social expectations about what is appropriate in later life". He suggests we break up
the "linear life plan", which boxes Americans into segmental spans of education,
work and leisure and replace it with a more
cyclic form of development whereby the
individual could move in and out of those
patterns several times in a lifespan.
The demographics within the smaller ethnic groups of Blacks and Hispanics reveal
28

specific needs. In Rose C. Gibson's "Outlook
for the Black Family" she notes that within
the Black community the higher mortality
rate of Black adults at mid-life leaves both
their youth and older persons in continuing
dependency on the larger white majority.
The loss of earning power in the mid-range
leaves that population in a static economic
position. Hispanics with their high birth rate,
described in Fernando Torres-Gil's essay
"Hispanics: A Special Challenge", are a
"young" sub-group which will need special
support in educational and public welfare
programs to offset the needs of the aging
white majority.
All in all, the book provides excellent
research for those in the field as well as
informative reading for us who will be living
through the changes which an aging society
will bring.
—Nancy Lloyd

• WOMEN TAKE CARE: The Consequences of
Caregiving in Today's Society by Tish Som-

mers and Laurie Shields (Triad Publishing
Company, Gainsville, FL; $16.95 hardcover;
$9.95 paperback) has a title that is, as the
authors say, "both a statement and a warning". Women are indeed the vast majority of
caregivers for relatives who are physically
unable to care for themselves; but they also
must take care that they are not "thrust
unprepared into a task" that is too much for
them. Tish Sommers and Laurie Shields, are
the co-founders of the national Older
Women's League (OWL) and recognized as
outstanding leaders in the field of aging and
older women's issues; they also have firsthand experience in the problems faced by
caregivers of disabled adults: Laurie was the
primary caregiver for her husband, the late
actor Arthur Shields, and, sadly, for Tish
herself before her death from cancer in
October, 1985. This book has extra poignancy when one realizes that it was Tish
Sommers' last and, perhaps, greatest effort
to improve the lives of women. Though in
unbearable pain, Tish refused painkilling
medication until the very end in order to
keep her mind clear.
It is no exaggeration to say this book is
invaluable. Even those who will never become caregivers—and they are in the minority since about half of those 65 and older
will need long-term care—will profit from
the legal and financial advice. As an example, it was a revelation to me—and to
several other women I mentioned it to—that
if you have someone as a "joint tenant" on
your bank accounts, that person's creditors
acquire a legal right to those accounts
should the person be unable to pay her/his
debts.
The case histories in this book are harrowing, all the more because they are typical.
Most caregivers are older women; the average age for wives is 65 and 30 percent are
over age 74; for daughters, the average age
is 50. Since it is the oldest people most likely
to be severely disabled, the oldest subgroups of both wives and daughters often
have the most disabled relatives to care for.
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Additionally, the financial and health status
of many of the caregivers is precarious.
Several of the case histories document
caregivers who died or became severely
disabled themselves before the death of the
infirm relative. Because custodial care is not
covered by Medicare or private health insurance, middle-class women will find it difficult to afford even part-time home care to
give them relief from the grueling, 24-houra-day, heavy physical and emotional strain
of caring for a permanently incapacitated
relative. Unlike caring for an infant, there is
the added emotional stress of knowing that
things will not improve but, instead, grow
worse with time.
Nursing home care averages about
$22,000 per year—something few can afford
on a long-term basis. Medicaid is the only
insurance that will pay for such care, but in
order to be eligible you have to be impoverished. Also, most of the better nursing
homes will not accept Medicaid patients
since the reimbursement is far below the
amount they receive from private patients.
Thus, the older woman caregiver is in a true
financial bind and, either way, will probably
live out her remaining days in poverty if a
nursing home for her disabled relative is her
only option. Small wonder that most risk
their lives, health and even emotional stability to keep their relatives at home as long
as possible. And at the point where home
care is no longer an option but an impossibility, the majority of caregivers experience
unwarranted but very real guilt at having to
put their relatives into a nursing home.
Women Take Care gives a great deal of
practical advice on how to ease some of the
burdens of caregiving and lists a number of
resources. Just as importantly, because the
authors are longtime activists, there is a
chapter on "Making Changes: Reforms
Needed Today, Longer-Term Solutions, and
How to Get There" that should be required
reading for all—especially legislators.
This book is only the last chapter of the
long legacy left to all women by Tish
Sommers. There could be no more fitting
tribute than for us to continue her fight for
legal reforms to benefit the constantly growing population of older women.
—Beverly Lowy

•MAKING IT: A Woman's Guide to Sex in
the Age of AIDS by Cindy Patton and Janis
Kelly; Spanish Translation by Papusa Molina; Illustrations by Alison Bechdel (Firebrand Books, Ithaca, NY; $3.95 paperback) is
actually a pamphlet. Of the 56 pages, three
are resources, one is legal assistance—
actually only 50 are text, 25 pages in
English, 25 translated to Spanish. Are 25
pages worth $3.95? Absolutely! This is probably the most comprehensive and comprehensible treatment of this frightening
and complicated subject that I have read to
date. Best of all, the tone is matter-of-fact,
non-judgmental and, at times, even
humourous. I must admit, however, that no
matter how the authors try to make "safe
sex" appealing, the thought of going to bed
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complete with protective gloves, dental
dams, Saran Wrap and condoms made this
reviewer wonder about wearing a wet suit
as well.
Unfortunately, I have grave doubts that the
very good advice will be followed by young
women when their blood runs hot, or that
they will be able to convince their male
partners that using all that latex can be fun.
No matter what statistics show on the
spread of this deadly disease, it is difficult to
convince the young that they are not invulnerable. Perhaps that is the reason the
authors use the "fear technique" statistic—
one that I have seen cited in a number of
publications—"In 1985, AIDS was the leading cause of death for women 25-29 years of
age who lived in New York City." I don't
doubt the statistic; it's just that healthy
young women 25-29 are unlikely to die of
anything other than accidents, suicide or
botched, illegal abortions. However, the implication is that women 25-29 are dropping
like flies from AIDS. Although the number of
women infected with the virus is certainly
growing, the vast majority are still IV drug
users or partners of IV drug users.
I certainly can understand the reasoning
behind using the above statistic, but I can
neither understand nor overlook the following statement: "Even though only 20-35
percent of people infected with HIV actually
get AIDS, the long-term effect of HIV infection is still unknown." It certainly is, and
most of those involved with AIDS research
believe that, eventually, all who are infected
will develop AIDS; it's just a matter of time.
One must remember that even the ability to
test for HIV infection is still very recent and
even that has not yet been perfected to the
point where it can detect infallibly an infection of less than three month's duration.
Under the circumstances, such a statement
must be considered irresponsible or, at least,
outdated.
So this pamphlet isn't perfect—it's still the
best we're liable to see for a long, long time.
And considering that a recent survey
showed that one-fourth of the surveyed
people, who were taking tests for the AIDS
virus, said they wouldn't tell casual sex
partners if they were infected, the vital thing
this pamphlet does is emphasize to women
they must protect themselves—and, in
straight-forward language, tells them how
to do it.
—Beverly Lowy
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by Mary Daly with Jane Caputi (Beacon
Press, Boston, MA; $35 hardcover)
Let us now sing a "hermn" of praise to
that Wicked/Wicce Woman, Mary Daly, for
striking yet another blow against patriarchal
language with her hilarious, fascinating linguistic revolution. In our new world of
language, "wicked" is defined as "beyond
patriarchal 'good' and 'evil'; characterized
by Original Integrity; Originally Sinful; actively participating in the Unfolding of Being as Good".

Language is what makes the world go
round—and, until recently, language was
created in the male image. Mary Daly is
about to change all that. Ms. Daly firmly
believes that patriarchal language contributes greatly to the oppression of women
and she has always assaulted the thought
barriers of language in her work. Wickedary
is, among other things, a compilation of the
words and concepts from her previous
works.
Each section is divided into "Webs" which
roughly correspond to the front material in
standard dictionaries—very roughly indeed!
I admit that, at times, I found myself hopelessly tangled in those Webs, but I enjoyed
every minute of it.
It is impossible to simply describe Wickedary in a review. It is something to be read,
re-read, savored, enjoyed, and absorbed.
Underneath the fun one quickly realizes that
this is serious business. Mary Daly is, and
has always been, in the intellectual vanguard of feminism and a feminist philosopher. She is unique, brilliant and
revolutionary. At a time when the cry has
gone out that feminism is dead, Mary Daly
produces Wickedary and renews our faith
and inspiration.
Oh brave new world that has such
women in it!
—Beverly Lowy

". . . find [a man] who cares about women
and who's interested in the women's movement." Unfortunately, abusers also have discovered that showing concern for women
and becoming involved with the women's
movement are excellent ways to meet desirable women and catch them off-guard.
By the time you finish this book, you too
will feel battered. The true stories don't
always end on an "up" note, nor did all the
women escape on their own—for example,
one woman "escaped" by her mentally ill,
abusive husband committing suicide. It is
also painful to accept that women can be as
sadistic as men; women too can be abusers.
One of the most appalling stories was of the
violence, physical and mental, inflicted by a
lesbian lover. Power over someone that one
perceives as vulnerable is not limited to a
single sex.
Ginny NiCarthy has worked extensively in
the battered women's movement. A professional therapist with the Women's Group in
Seattle, Washington, she has led groups for,
and written about, battered women for over
a decade. The interviews were conducted
with staff and residents at the shelter. Grueling though they are, these interviews should
be read. The women related the painful
details to help other women. In the past,
their cries and screams went unanswered;
they deserve, at last, to have their voices
heard.

husband. Reading Ms. Scutt's accounts from
Australia is like reading today's newspaper.
The book abounds with actual case histories of the victims and well-documented
evaluations of the inequities and inequalities
of the system as it exists today. Ms. Scutt
concludes that "Women's power to change
is hampered by our fundamental lack of
power. We are powerful in ourselves, but the
power to alter economic relationships and
therefore to eradicate accompanying inequities and inequalities, of which the most
brutal is violence at home, lies in the hands
of those controlling the economy and controlling the relationships"; and that abuse
will stop only when protective laws are
properly enforced, when women gain public
and private autonomy, and when children
are regarded as human beings, not property.
This book is such worthwhile reading that
if you can't find it or order it through your
bookstore, I suggest you contact Penguin
Books Australia Ltd., 487 Maroondah Highway, P. O. Box 257, Ringwood, Victoria, 3134,
Australia.
—Beverly Lowy

CO
i Metaphors of Nature
(from page 13)

If one can judge the most important issue to
women by the number of books on the topic • EVEN IN THE BEST OF HOMES: Violence in
the moral debauchery of experimental scithat cross a feminist reviewer's desk, viothe Family by Jocelynne Scutt (Penguin
ence as practiced in the concentration
lence in the home is, unfortunately, a handsBooks, Australia Ltd., Ringwood, Victoria;
camps. It is this "biological wisdom"—
down winner. Two such books, one from the
$9.95 paperback) presents family violence
"flesh"—"matter" which became, for DeUnited States and one from Australia, alwithin a framework of historical perspective. scartes, the reason for doubt. Matter is for
though very different in form and style, are
Jocelynne Scutt points out that in Roman
him a Manichean* evil, deceptive and
depressingly similar in content. Women and
slave society, the head of the family ruled
illusory.
children are just as abused in Australia as
over wife, children and a number of slaves,
The modern explosion of sadistic porthey are here—by lovers, husbands, the
and was invested under Roman paternal
nography is often traced to the classical
legal system, law enforcement agencies, the
power with rights of life and death over
Christian view of human sexuality. However,
courts—and, just as in this country, most
them. Women, children and slaves were
the eras of theological combat with sexuality
women came from homes where they were
defined not as persons but as things. She
in the Middle Ages witnessed the creation of
physically, emotionally and/or sexually
takes us briefly through the ages and varycourtly love, the elevation of woman, and
abused as children.
ing civilizations where the woman was
the love songs of the troubadors, not sadisalways subservient, and she considers that
tic pornography. Debauchery has existed
in both the United States and Australia, the
before as over-indulgence by over-pam• THE ONES WHO GOT AWAY—Women
Who Left Abusive Partners by Ginny NiCar- woman's position was akin to slavery, due to pered classes; lewdness, bawdiness as in
British tradition. However, one can safely say Chaucer, discomfort with sexuality, embarthy (Seal Press, Seattle, WA; $11.95 paperwoman's position has been traditionally the
rassment at God's folly (Erasmus), erotic wit
back) consists of interviews with 33 women
same in nearly every culture.
as in The Decameron, erotic celebration as
from nearly every race, creed and ethnic
in "The Song of Songs", but nothing like the
Ms. Scutt is a writer and jurist who has
background, discussion of the varied realiterature of the Marquis de Sade has existed
long been involved in feminist politics and
sons why the women stayed and, conbefore; nor the steady transformation of
problems
confronting
women
in
the
legal
versely, what motivated them to leave. The
eras
into thanatos. Like Jack the Ripper, the
system,
particularly
in
criminal
justice.
She
women also, anonymously, give warnings at
Marquis de Sade is an index of a modern
has published widely on those topics, in
the end of the book on the types of men to
mental construct.
Australia and elsewhere. Her research emavoid. Since quite a few of these women
phasizes
the
judicial
system's
general
misThe triumph of total mastery, except for
found themselves in second abusive relatreatment of women and children as it
the institution of slavery, exists in few
tionships, their advice is both hard-earned
further victimizes the oppressed while letplaces. In the modern world, the vivisection
and sincerely meant: "If they drink, stay
ting the oppressor get away with anything— laboratory is one place. "Here", as Elizabeth
away"; "Watch for extremely hostile relarape, child molestation, murder. Much of
Blackwell wrote, "The student becomes fationships with previous lovers, and look for
what
she
writes
is
applicable
to
our
own
miliar with the use of gags, straps, screws,
obsessive talk about previous relationships";
court system as well. Especially in the news
and all the paraphernalia of ingenious in"Don't trust people who don't express emorecently have been custody battles where
struments invented for overpowering the
tions. If they can talk, they won't need to
the wife has accused the husband of child
hit"; "How much control does he have?
molestation, provided medical and other
•The belief that the soul, sprung from the
Does he decide where you're going to go or
evidence and the courts still have awarded
Kingdom of Light, seeks escape from the
does he ask your opinion?" One piece of
custody or unsupervised visitation to the
Kingdom of Darkness, the body.
advice has to be evaluated carefully:
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resistance of the living creature." The world
of "pornography" is another. This world, recreated by Stephen Marcus in The Other
Victorians, describes the pornographic
world of male fantasy, where women are
totally compliant and resistance to the masculine will is unknown. There are also
stereotaxic devices and rape racks for
women.
De Sade believed that nature was vicious
and exulted in crime, and that he received
his obsessions from nature. Nature knows
no such models as de Sade describes, but
the modern world, in its admiration for
objective cognition, does. De Sade was, at
all times, even in the sexual act, the complete investigator, himself as object, objective, himself looking at himself as object
looking at his partners as objects. Social
space between himself and other did not
exist. Flagellation was an expression of
abhorrence; it was also a requirement for
reification. De Sade whipped and harried
flesh as the only means available to him to
verify its existence.
"The male aggression of the Sadist hero is
never softened by the usual transformation of
the body into flesh. He never, for an instant,
loses himself in his animal nature; he remains
so lucid, so cerebral, that philosophic discourse,
far from dampening his ardor, acts as an
aphrodisiac.
The curse which weighed upon Sade. . . was
this 'autism' which prevented him from ever
forgetting himself or being genuinely aware of
the reality of the other person.. . Sade
needed deviations to give to his sexuality a
meaning which lurked in it without ever managing to achieve fulfillment, an escape from
consciousness in his flesh, an understanding of
the other person as consciousness through the
flesh."

Empathy was harried from the stage of
western cognition, derided as female, by the
requirements of ideological cruelty and the
dialectics of power and science. "The will to
intellectuality" was, as Bachelard would describe it, "impure at its source."
In The Psychoanalysis of Fire, he undertakes to psychoanalyze "objectivity", to examine the "unconscious of the scientific
mind", a task which is far from quixotic.
"The human mind," he declares, "did not
begin its development like a class in physics." The human mind, even in the guise of
objective scientist, is never free from primitive metaphors about life, force, power, sex,
fertility.
There are now experiments concerning
sadistic pornography in progress. In laboratories, nice young men are fitted with devices to their genitals to measure arousal
while given videos depicting sadistic sex to
watch. (Animals apparently are not used for
these experiments.) Sometimes, the devices
measure perceptible arousal, but no one yet
seems to know what it means. A significant
change in sexual sensibility has taken place,
but we do not know how to know what it
means except to strap our sex organs to a
machine. We expect the machine to tell us.

iFeedback
(from page 15)
by the reviewer—or the author. Should the
reader's sympathies go to the mother because the author elicits it? Or should it go to
the child because her abuse is intrinsic in
the incident? I think this kind of choice is
very sad in feminist literature."
Tee Emm
Salem, OR
Nancy Lloyd responds:

"Ms. Tee Emm's comments on my review
are interesting and go right to the point of
the novel. An incident, sexually neutral as
described by the author, Sue Miller, involving curiosity and testing on the part of a
child, and education and misjudgment on
the part of an adult, is immediately perceived by the characters in the novel, including the mother, as well as the reader, Ms.
Tee Emm, as a dangerous exchange. As the
story unfolds, when news of the incident
reaches the child's father, it is immediately
politicized and the ramifications are severe.
Sue Miller's point is, as I interpret it, that a
'good mother' in an unmarried—that is,
unlegal—situation, is not protected by the
same unstated laws of privacy which surround the internal behavior of legal families.
Certainly in the past 20 years it has not been
uncommon for legal and unlegal parents
alike to feel free enough to show their naked
bodies to their children on the assumption
that an adult comfortable with her/his sexuality would be a positive asset in teaching
a child about its own.
The incident as described is not one of
abuse or manipulation, it is one of poor
judgment. All the questions Ms. Tee Emm
asks are ones which occur to the reader as
she/he turns the pages of the book. Sue
Miller doesn't offer answers and neither will
1.1 do suggest the book is worth reading
especially in the light of the moral issues
which it raises."
"Thank you for calling attention to Earl
Ubell's article in Parade ('Long Way', Vol.
VIII) stating that about 50 percent of the
major surgery performed upon premature
infants is done without anesthesia. The
underpinning for this thesis is derived from
the mistaken belief that newborn circumcision is pain-free. Such information accounts,
in part for the fact that the United States is
the only country where non-religious circumcision is practiced upon most male
newborns. (The present rate is about 35
percent). In every country in Europe and in
Japan, China, the U.S.S.R., Latin America
and elsewhere, the non-religious rate is
zero."
Edward Wallerstein
New York, NY
(The writer is author of Circumcision:
An American Health Fallacy)

do
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"I am writing to comment on two of your
anecdotes in the "We've Come A Long
Way???' column. In one of the stories there
is a comment about the increasing number
of Cesarean sections performed each year.
The comment says that doctors are anxious
to produce perfect babies and that women
are urged to have unnecessary surgery. It is
quite true that doctors are anxious to produce perfect babies, both because we like to
do a good job and because there is tremendous pressure from the legal profession to
do so. Doctors are being sued for the cases
where they waited and tried to let nature
take its course and the baby did not do well.
In these situations, the doctor is blamed for
dragging her feet and not using the skills of
modern medicine to save the baby. In many
cases a section will guarantee quick delivery
of a baby that is in trouble and I am sure has
saved many a child from Cerebral Palsy and
mental retardation.
The other comment I would like to make
relates to withholding of medications from
preemies. As a practitioner at Children's
Hospital in Philadelphia I know that there is
a lot of concern for the welfare of the child.
These infants are very fragile and their
responses to medication are not predictable.
Here again, the doctor is damned if she does
and if she doesn't. If the baby receives
medication and does not do well, then the
doctor is blamed for the adverse reaction. If
the doctor withholds some medication in
the belief that it might be detrimental to the
child, then she becomes unfeeling. I really
think that these comments are very onesided and do not take into consideration the
great complexity of factors involved in making these medical decisions. Practicing medicine today unfortunately involves legal
considerations."
Rebecca J. Adams, M.D.
Cherry Hill, NJ
Editors' Note: Recently, a joint policy statement issued by the American Academy of
Pediatrics and approved by the American
Society of Anesthesiologists cited "an increasing body of evidence" that newborns,
including those born prematurely, show
physiologic responses to surgery that can
be relieved by anesthetics.
"I am unable at this point to subscribe
personally but wonder if you might be able
to continue sending ON THE ISSUES to
my organization. The Center for Women's
Concerns. Our yearly budget of $75 is, at
times, barely enough to keep us active. I feel
that your publication is an excellent way for
us to keep in touch with feminist issues and
I hope you are able to continue sending it
our way."
Lisa Jo Cooper
Pittsburgh, NY
Editors' Note: Individuals and organizations
wishing to receive ON T H E ISSUES but
unable to afford it need only to contact us in
writing and they will be retained on our
mailing list.

7 find your articles biased, your language
imprecise and your contents inappropriate
to attain your stated goals. When women
stop focusing their attention on their bodies,
then they will achieve political clout. So long
as they permit themselves to be duped into
fighting over issues that have no political
validity, they will remain second-class
citizens."
Mrs. Owen A. Niles
Valrico, FL
"I enjoy reading what you have to say,
but the pale brown ink used to print it makes
it unnecessarily difficult to read."
Mrs. Andrew C. Preston
Ponce Inlet, FL
"On page 10, Volume VIII of your otherwise excellent publication you write: 'and
can decline a Latin verb with the best of
scholars'. I do believe that it is a Latin noun
that would be declined; the verb is conjugated. It has been 37 years since I studied
the dear, dead language but that much was
drilled into me."
Jim Clines, Secretary
New York, NY
Interreligious Affairs Dept.
Union of Hebrew Congregations
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Editors' Note: The pale brown ink was
neither selected nor desired by us but a
result of poor quality control at the printing
plant. We are equally disturbed by it and
offer our apologies to readers.
The use of the word "verb" instead of
"noun" was a typo we neglected to pick up
and we stand duly chastised and corrected.
"I want to congratulate you on a beautiful
new look to ON THE ISSUES. It's been
amazing to watch its growth over the last
few years. I hope it will continue to grow
and expand because it is an important
contribution to feminist literature.
As director of a project that is developing
mothers' centers around the country, a major objective I would like to see as part of
these centers is consciousness-raising on
the part of young mothers and teaching
them how to rear their children (female and
male) in an egalitarian manner. I think ON
THE ISSUES would be an important addition to the educational and empowerment
functions we envision coming out of the
project."
Barbara Santee, Ph.D.
New York, NY
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P.O. Box 993, Englewood, CO 80151
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NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION
FOR WOMEN

NATIONAL

QUEENS
CHAPTER

P.O. BOX 7321
FLUSHING, N.Y. 11352
(718)428-4219

CHECK j
USOUTf
If you're in the mood for intelligent investigative reporting,
provocative reviews of books
and movies or just hard facts
you won't find elsewhere
--NEW DIRECTIONS FOR
WOMEN is the newspaper for
you. Our unique brand of fiesty
feminist journalism has been
called inspiring, blissfully biased, informative, crisp and empowering.
So check us out. $1.00 will
get you a sample copy. $10.00
will get you a year's subscription (six issues).
Yes. I want a sample copy.
Enclosed is $1.00.
Yes. I want to subscribe.
Enclosed is '10 for a one-year
subscription.

CITY/STATE/ZIP

Make checks payable to:
NEW DIRECTIONS
FOR WOMEN
108 West Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631

i Sex, Politics and Psychology

i Apartheid
(from page 7)

(from page 9)

early, peaceful transition to an independent
New Caledonia in accordance with the innate and active rights of the indigenous
people and in a manner which guarantees
the rights and interests of all inhabitants of
this multi-racial society."
The Eighth Summit Meeting of the Heads
of State or Governments of Non-Aligned
Countries further supported the Forum position; also the Governments of the Commonwealth countries, reaffirmed in accordance
with the United Nations Charter, their support for the right to self determination and
independence of the peoples.
The General Assembly Resolution 41/41A
of 2 December 1986 reinscribed New Caledonia to the Special Committee's list of
Non-Self Governing Territories recognizing
the inalienable right of the people of New
Caledonia to self determination and independence in accordance with the landmark
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
contained in GA resolution 1514 (XV) of 14
December 1960.
The Women's International Democratic
Federation is mindful of the injustices suffered by the Kanak people and the open and
covert oppression they have and still endure. It is also mindful of the international
proportions of the issue with France's military buildup in the Pacific, now greater than
the combined entire armed forces of all 13
Pacific Forum island countries combined.
The continued nuclear testing in the area
with radiation affecting the health and environment of present and future generations
in the Pacific the dumping of nuclear wastes
by outside Powers, are all manifestations of
the critical importance of the issue of New
Caledonia's independence and the threat to
international peace and security posed by
the intransigence of the policies of the
Administering Authority.
The process of liberation is irresistible and
irreversible. The Kanak peoples have an
inalienable right to complete freedom, to
exercise their sovereignty; to preserve the
integrity of their national territory, and to
participate along with the other sovereign
nations of the world in the process leading
to an improved global standard of life. In the
words of a Kanak leader, "The time is ripe,
the fruit is ready. It must be picked before it
rots." The Kanak people are determined to
have their independence.
It is fitting to the struggles of the South
African and Kanak peoples to end with the
words which were said defiantly by the
20,000 women of all races on August 9,
1956:
"Wathintabafazi, wathinf imbokodo,
uzokufa"
"Now you have touched the women,
You have struck a rock.
You have dislodged a boulder,
You will be crushed."

consciousness translates into the impairment of social and political consciousness.
It needs to be recognized that all noncoital modes of clitoris and penis pleasuring, orally or manually, are perfectly effective and acceptable methods of sexual
gratification. And if coital intercourse is the
preferred partner choice, then the womansuperior position where she can determine
the timing, and approximate her main
erotic surface between the pubic bones,
will be optimal for her at no loss to him.
It is necessary to differentiate genital
orgasmic activity as arousal and release
from its frequent accompaniments, such
as reproduction, communication, love and
intimacy. This separation in no way ignores or disparages the latter; it simply
establishes erotic activity as life affirming
in its own right, needing no legitimation
from any other associations. Clearly there
is a great deal of love, intimacy, and
emotional commitment in the world without genital orgasmic activity, and conversely there is considerable genital
orgasmic activity in the world without love
or commitment. The point is that they are
separate and should not be hierarchically
ranked, as in a metaphysical transcendence of spirit over flesh. The combination
of sex with love may be particularly ecstatic, but either without the other should
not be devalued or downgraded. When
Diane Keaton asserted, "Sex without love
is a meaningless experience," Woody Allen responded, "Yes, but as meaningless
experiences go, it's one of the best." In
humorous fashion he yielded too much,
since sex for pleasure has its own distinct
and essential meaning, and if human sexuality was not so negatively loaded and
oppressively implemented, this would be
more universally recognized.
None of this should be misunderstood
as in any way opposing heterosexual
procreative intercourse. Heterosexuality,
childbearing, and coital intercourse are
here to stay and should require no particular defending. It is the obligatory, compulsory, exclusive loading of these
categories by social mandate that has to
be sharply opposed, if choice is to mean
anything at all. If these three categories
were anywhere near as "natural" or "normal" as the champions of their exclusiveness argue, why would so many
social sanctions against alternatives be
necessary? Just consider for a moment
that the wider any sexual activity diverges
from the possibility of procreation, then to
that extent that sexual activity will be
considered a perversion. Why is this so?
The central issue and concept here is in
fact, choices, so much so that women's
right to have a child or children requires
special understanding. Since choice really
means choice, coercive sterilization with
insufficiently informed consent and coercive abortion need to be as sharply opposed as the denial of the right to have
these procedures, and both those abuses
have become increasingly familiar in many

OTI

CD
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of our neighborhoods.
Some might object that the sexuality
discussion presented here is "too mechanical" with too much emphasis on "just
friction". It needs to be emphasized that
penis friction is taken for granted on this
planet, and what's sauce for the gander is
definitely sauce for the goose. Destiny is
obviously much greater than anatomy, but
where destiny has included anatomy, then
there anatomy should not remain mystified. Anatomy does in fact become destiny
when destiny is superimposed, particularly
the socially mandated destiny of obligatory
childbearing and the accompanying subjugation of women, which compulsory
heterosexuality and the coital imperative
serve to maintain.
So it should be clear that women's
rights/freedom/liberation, sexual rights/
freedom/liberation, and gay rights/freedom/liberation constitute one inextricable
struggle around which we need to solidarize, warding off all attempts to disunity
and divide us, because any of these without the others can only prove ephemeral.
And the current right wing offensive is
attacking sharply on all three fronts, making all of our strength and unity essential.
Abortion rights are currently particularly
vulnerable, and the Supreme Court antigay Hardwick decision has put heterosexual non-coital erotic activity on notice as
well. A fully developed socially and politically conscious psychology will include
sexual and reproductive freedom as absolutely essential components.

1988 — OUR YEAR
FOR A PRO-CHOICE
PRESIDENT!
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VOTERS FOR CHOICE has produced

a pamphlet outlining the presidential candidates' positions on reproductive rights.
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CHANGING

WOMAN
Become a part of a provocative
MAGAZINE

& informative network
that focuses on women's experiences.
QUARTERLY • NATIONAL
NETWORK
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
$10.00 yearly
633 S. College
Fort Collins, CO 80524
(303) 493-7510
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Designs by Wila, A Woman's Imagery
c/o Womontyme Distribution Company
P.O. Box 50145CH, Long Beach, CA 90815-6145
Women designed stationery, cards, poetry and
posters. S.A.S.E. + $1 for brochures or $3.50
for 120 pg. catalogue. Growing selection, free
updates! Selection of: women in sports;
work; play; world peace and wildlife. Poetry is
available for inserting Into cards of your choice
or enlargements for framing and comes
matted. Poetry is written by S women
poets/writers. Topics cover: Womanspirit;
Goddess; Spiritual; Love; Fantasy; Peace;
Battered
Women; Ethnicity and
Lesbianism. Womontyme offers children's
toys and books, crafts, educational materials,
new age items and videos. Private Mall List.
RETAILERS WELCOME!
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accessories for women in all lifestyles. Our tasteDell Williams, Gardenkeeper
ful and Informative catalog has been endorsed
bv many leading professionals In the field of
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'MH: ON THE ISSUES"
THE VIDEO
"Hoffman is a lively interviewer whose
strong personality and opinions give coherence to the series. She does her research, and her energy carries the program
along. " M H : ON THE ISSUES" gives a
useful and entertaining insight into the
current whereabouts of mainstream feminist thought—something none of us can
afford to ignore."
Laura Green, WomanNews
" M H : ON T H E ISSUES", Merle Hoffman's
cable TV feminist talk show featuring
guests and topics of vital concern to
women is available on 3A" or VHS as single
tapes or the entire series of 10. Each halfhour tape is ideal for meetings and
fundraisers. The series presents an important herstorical perspective of the Women's
Movement.
Single Tapes:
$35.00
Series:
$275.00
Special arrangements can be made for
struggling and fledgling feminist
organizations.
To order or for Information write:
ON T H E ISSUES
97-77 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, N.Y. 11374-3317
or phone the Public Relations Department
at 718-275-6020

CLASSIFIED
• Books/Publications
FREE CATALOGUE! Books & tapes on women's
health issues including: eating disorders, alcoholism, co-dependency, drug addiction, etc. Plus free
pamphlets. For professionals, self-help, education, and wide interest. Send SASE to: Gurze
Catalogue (CH), Box 2238, Carlsbad, CA 92008.
DAUGHTERS OF SARAH—Christian feminist magazine speaks on issues of justice for
women: poverty, mental health, theology,
violence. Ecumenical. Bimonthly, 40 pages.
Write: DAUGHTERS OF SARAH, Dept.
1416, 3801 N. Keeler, Chicago, IL 60641.
END VIOLENCE! Learn cooperative sports/
games. Teach trust. Article/booklist for
SASE. Imaging Alternatives-OTI, POB 8899,
Atlanta, GA 30306.
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WIN NEWS IS AN OPEN PARTICIPATORY
QUARTERLY BY, FOR AND ABOUT WOMEN
REPORTS ON
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBEI
PLEASE SUBSCRIBE & PARTICIPATE! FOR INFO CONTACT
187 GRANT ST. LEXINGTON, MASS. 02173 (617) 862-9431
E D I T O H

Show Topics
1 Women and the Movement:
Guest: Bella Abzug; Frontline Reporter:
Karla Jackson—NY Women Against Rape.
2 Abortion:
Guests: Jennifer Brown, then President
NOW-NYC; Bill Baird, Reproductive Rights
Activist; Frontline Reporter: Alexandra
Matusinka—Women Against Pornography.
3 Women in Religion:
Guests: Rabbi Julie Gordon; Reverend
Lucinda Laird-Kuhn; Frontline Reporter:
Duffy Spencer—Coalition for Abused
Women.
4 Women in Politics:
Guest Carol Bellamy.
5 Aging:
Guests: Myrna Lewis—Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine; Deborah Perry—Feminist Witch;
Frontline Reporter: Kay Wight—NYC
Commission on the Status of Women.
6 The Women's Movement:
The Second Stage: Guest: Betty Friedan.
7 Family and Divorce:
Guest: Phyllis Chesler—author; Frontline
Reporter: Arlene Swartz—NARAL.
8 Fat is a Feminist Issue:
Guest: Susie Orbach—author; Frontline
Reporter: Nan Hunter—Feminists Against
Censorship.
9 Women and the Criminal Justice System:
Guest: Elizabeth Holtzman—Brooklyn
District Attorney; Frontline Reporter:
Hanelore Hahn—International Women's
Writing Guild.
10 Sexuality:
Guest: Virginia Apuzzo—Former Director
National Gay Task Force; Frontline
Reporter: Marie Wilson—Ms. Foundation
for Women.

BIRTH CONTROL: FACTS . . . FICTION . . .
AND ESP—THE CHOICE IS YOURS examines
and evaluates all methods with special consideration to Effectiveness, Safety and the Personalities of individual users (ESP) and the
method best suited to each personality. Published
by CHOICES Women's Medical Center, Inc.
One-10 copies: $3.00 each; 10-25 copies: $2.50
each; over 25 copies: $2.00 each.
How To Stay Out of the Gynecologist's
Office, new edition. Prevention and home
remedies for vaginal infections, menstrual
cramps, herpes. Demystifies the medical visit
and much more. Paperback, 136 pages, 80
photographs and illustrations; $9.95 plus $2
shipping charge. Women to Women Publications, P.O. Box 1189-0, Culver City, Calif.
90232.
(California residents add %lA% sales tax.)

Our advertisers are helping to support us—
please help by supporting our advertisers.
For advertising information contact:
Advertising Director
ON THE ISSUES
97-77 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, N.Y. 11374-3317
718 275 6020
"Lively, down to earth feminism in off our
backs." Tillie Olsen writes, "I can't do without oob." Monthly news journal—news, reviews, interviews. $15.00/yr. Trial offer—3
issues for $4.00. Write: off our backs, OTI
2423, 18th St., NW, Washington, DC 20009.
The ANIMALS' AGENDA, America's first
independent magazine devoted to animal
protection and animal rights issues. Help
make peace with animals and nature. Subscriptions $18.00/year for ten 64-page glossy
issues. P.O. box 6809, Syracuse, NY 13217.
Non-profit.
WHAT IS HEALTH? WHAT IS DISEASE?
Harmony, peace & power of healing lie within
each of us. LEARN TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS FOR HEALTH! For sample copy of our
journal send $ 1.00 to: Natural Hygiene, Inc., POB
2132-01, Huntington, CT 06484.
GOLDEN THREADS, a contact publication
for lesbians over 50 and women who love
older women. Canada and U.S. Confidential,
warm, reliable. For free information send
self-addressed envelope; (U.S. residents
please stamp it). Sample copy mailed discreetly, $5.00 (U.S.f). GOLDEN THREADS,
POB 2416, Quincy, MA 02269.
HUMANSPACE BOOKS — 1617 N. 32nd St.,
Phoenix, AZ 85008. Ask for our free mail-order
booklist. Major collections: feminist, gay/lesbian,
New Age.
' w SINISTER WISDOM • iptclll
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,**/

EDITED BY MELANlE KAYEJKANTROWITZ
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TRANSLATIONS

FEMINIST

ACTIVISTS- BOBE MAYSES- SECULAR JEWISH IDENTJfV

-BECOM

NG A RABBI - GROWING UP IN ARGENTINA. CHINA • SEPHARDIC
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HISTORY •
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GIOVANNI'S ROOM — Feminist, Lesbian and
Gay Men's books, magazines, records, etc. including the most complete selection on women's health
care, substance abuse, sexual abuse & domestic
violence. Call for catalogs & lists: 1-800-222-6996
or (215) 923-2960 (PA). Mail orders welcome.
A national journal

of Feminist Witchcraft and
Goddess lore. Articles,
feminist issues, psychic
development,' Pagan art and
poetry, songs, herbs.
$6 y r . (sample: $ 2 ) .

THE WISE WOMAN, 2441 Cordova St
Oakland, CA 94602.
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THE CHILDBIRTH PICTURE BOOK
A Picture Story of Reproduction from a
Woman's View TEXT, DISCUSSION
GUIDE, GLOSSARY, RESOURCES
English/French/Spanish/Arabic
One Sample Book $4.00
WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL NETWORK
187 Grant St., Lexington, MA 02173.

Available again: John Vyvyan's classic: In
Pity And In Anger: A Study of the Use of
Animals In Science. Introd. by Tom Regan,
Foreword by Roberta Kalechofsky, PBK.
$8.95. The 6th Day of Creation: powerful,
philosophical poem about vivisection, by
Roberta Kalechofsky, Cloth, illus. signed by
author, 24 pgs. $10.00. (Post. $1.30: first
book, .30: 2nd book) Micah Publications, 255
Humphrey St., Marblehead, MA 01945. Free
catalogue.

• Counseling Services
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR WOMEN ONLY
Specializing in Eating Problems and Relationship Problems.
Offices in Forest Hills, Queens & Greenwich
Village (free consultation with this ad)
Sandy Chernick: 718-459-4049.
Women's Psychotherapy Referral Service.
An organization of nonsexist therapists that
will match you with a therapist who can work
best with you. Referrals to qualified feminist
professionals. (212) 242-8597.
PHYLLIS KOSSAK Ph.D. PSYCHOTHERAPY
—Individuals, Couples, Children, 324 W.
77th St. (212) 724-4036.

THE WOMEN'S OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
RESOURCE CENTER. The only national organization speaking directly to the health and safety
needs of working women. For info on memberships and subscriptions to WOHRCNEWS quarterly contact: WOHRC. H7 St. John's Place,
Brooklyn, NY 11217, (718) 230-8822.

• Films/Guides/Videos
FIGHT ANTI-CHOICERS WITH KNOWLEDGE. "Abortion: A Different Light", produced by Merle Hoffman in 1982, explores the
ethical, religious, political and sociological aspects
of abortion with honesty and candor. Seven
former abortion patients tell their stories movingly and honestly; pro-choice activists and attorneys are interviewed in depth; anti-choicers also
are given a chance to air their views. This video
puts the focus of the abortion issue where it
belongs—on women. Available in Beta, VHS or
%" cassettes. $350 purchase, $75 rental. Costs will
be waived for fledgling or struggling feminist
. organizations but $25 to cover postage and handling must be remitted. CHOICES, 97-77 Queens
Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 11374. (718)275-6020, Ext.
467.

• Clothing
AT LAST! Work clothes, gloves & boots for hardworking women. Free brochure. WorkAbles for
Women, 3 Oak Valley, Clinton, PA 15026-0214.

THE NEW OUR BODIES,
OURSELVES
Selected health information packets on
topics such as smoking, childbirth, politics of abortion, weight and eating disorders, birth control, and international
issues.
Send for list:
Boston Women's Health Book
Collectlve(oti)
47 Nichols Ave.
Watertown, MA 02172
617-924-0271
FEMINIST SPEAKERS FOR YOUR GROUP'S
PROGRAMS. For list, send 56 cents stamped
self-addressed envelope to: Feminist Voices,
Dept. OTI, Box 694, NYC, NY 10025.
WISE WOMAN CENTER—HERBAL MEDICINE Workshops and apprenticeships. Free
brochure. POB 64, Woodstock, NY 12498.
Return to the Heart and Spirit of
Nursing.
FREE information:
AMERICAN HOLISTIC NURSES'
ASSOCIATION
205 St. Louis St. Suite 511
Springfield, Missouri 65806
(417) 864-5160
'88 Annual Meeting, June 25-28, Estes
Park, CO.

NATURE BASICS, new, complete, mail order
for people who love all creatures great, small.
Quality products, not tested on animals,
natural, environmentally safe, complete cosmetics, bodycare, household cleaners, animal
products, videos, books, water purifiers. Fastest service—best price. Give cruelty free
gifts! Catalog $1.00, applies toward purchase.
Nature Basics, 61 Main St.,Lancaster, NH 03584
Free "I read books by women" bookmark from
Clothespin Fever Press, 5529 N. Figueroa, Los
Angeles, CA 90042.

• Services
Congratulations to On the Issues for a consistently fine
publication.
Apple Linen Service, Inc.
Complete linen supply to the medical profession.
155-45 Linden Blvd., Jamaica, N.Y. 11434
(718)659-4990

We wish continued success to

• Education
From the co-authors of

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR HEALTH . . . with
Sunrider Whole Food Concentrates. Your
body has the ability to restore complete order
& heal itself through regenerative food formulas. Sunergy—Energy, Stamina & Beauty,
Vitalight—Weight Management, Kandesn—
Regenerative skin care. Behind these powerful products is a welcome financial opportunity. Contact: Brenda Winzick, 72 Irving PI,
Apt. 5B, NYC 10003 (212) 674 8659.

ctions
Addresses: Racism, issues of intimacy,
role modeling and Lesbian life-styles. For
educational and entertainment uses. (Love
scene not pornographic.) Lesbian-made,
woman-identified. $34.95 + $1.50 s/h,
color, stereo, 37" min. Specify VHS-Beta
womontyme - P.O. 50145-ON-1,
Long Beach, CA 90815-6145
"Star Wars: A Short Course for the
Legitimately Confused": Powerful, comprehensive, up-to-date slide show, primer
& organizing packet. $40. Women Strike
for Peace, 145 S. 13, Phila. PA 19107
(215) 923-0861.
WATER BIRTH—Learn of the ultimate gentle
birth method. Award winning one hour
video documentary WATER BABY shows
use of water for labor, births, infant development; experts. Point of View Prod., 2477-C
Folsom, San Fran., CA 94110. 415-821-0435.
THE ELIZABETH STONE HOUSE is a
women's mental health program based on
self-help and peer support. Our prize-winning video on women's mental issues is
available for rental or purchase. Oral histories book available for purchase. Volunteers
welcomed as advocates for residents. P.O. Box
15, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130,617-522-3417.

• Products
ANIMAL LIBERATION IS A FEMINIST
ISSUE! For t-shirts, post-cards, information
packets and newsletter contact: Feminists for
Animal Rights, P.O. Box 10017, North
Berkeley Station, Berkeley, CA. 94709.
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in its goal to create a better world for all.
Gold Brand Food Products, Inc.
37 Montrose Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11206

• Travel
HAWK, I'M YOUR SISTER: Women's wilderness canoeing year 'round, nationwide. Guided,
outfitted, excellent instruction, great food. P.O.
Box 9109-1, Santa Fe, NM 87504. (505) 9842268.

BED & BREAKFAST OF RHODE ISLAND.
Accommodations in Newport, Providence,
statewide. Your home-away-from-home for
business or vacation travel. Many hosted by
professional women. Directory $2. POB
3291-W, Newport, RI 02840, (401) 849-1298.

• Writers' Organizations
THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S
WRITING GUILD is a network open to
all women regardless of previous professional accomplishments. Upcoming
Conferences are, "Land of Enchantment" Conference, Santa Fe, NM, May
20-22; "Self-Discovery", the IWWG annual summer Conference, Saratoga
Springs, NY, July 29-Aug. 5. For further
information about IWWG's network,
conferences, retreats and member services contact: IWWG, POB 810, Gracie
Station, NY 10028. (212) 737-7536.
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Take This Survey To Find Out If You Are Getting The Nutrients You Need
1.
2.
3.
4.

$50.00 Value For Only 10.00!

Do you diet or skip meals?
Do you often feel fatigued?
Are you under stress?
Do you smoke, drink, or take
"the pill"?

We are so convinced you will love
Clientele Daily Nutrients, we are
willing to make you this special offer
For only $10.00 Clientele will send
you a fresh 15-day supply of Daily
Nutrient Supplements, plus a Beauty
Bonus of .5 oz Gentle Cleansing Bar,
Surface Refining Lotion, Oil-Free
Moisture Concentrate, and Wrinkle
Treatment all developed by Clientele's
Dermatologists to promote healthy
radiant skin. You will also receive
Clientele's Eye Color Treatment and
purse-size blush in beautiful rose
hues — a total value of $50.00!
Try the Daily Nutrients for 15 days.
Feel and see the difference. If you
are pleased, do nothing and we will
automatically send you a fresh
supply of Daily Nutrients every
month for only $35.00* per
shipment.

Fact
If you answered "yes" to any of
the above, you are probably
lacking nutrients vital to good
health. Even if you think that
you eat a well-balanced diet,
stored and processed foods
may have lost much of their
nutrient value, leaving you
shortchanged.

Solution
Every day Clientele Daily
Nutrient Supplements nourish
your body with many essential,
yet often missed nutrients that
can help your skin become
radiant. Your hair lustrous. Your
nails strong. And because
energy depends in part on
good nutrition, you may also
enjoy an increased feeling of
vitality and well-being.

Anti-Aging Defense
The micronutrients found in
Clientele Daily Nutrients not
only help protect you against
nutritional deficiencies, but may
initiate metabolic reactions
required to assist the body's
natural defenses against cellular
"oxidative" aging.

No-Risk
Guarantee

Finest Of Its Kind
No other nutritional
system is as advanced.
No self designed vitamin
program is as effective,
because Clientele Daily
Nutrients were formulated
by a leading M.D. in the
field of nutrition. And that
means that you are
assured of taking the most
advantageous amounts and
sources of micronutrients,
based on the latest findings.

Simple To Follow
Clientele precisely blends Daily
Nutrients into A.M. and P.M.
formulas, separating nutrients
(such as Iron and Zinc) which
can conflict, and synergistically
grouping those nutrients which
work best together for
maximum absorption.

If for whatever reason
you are not pleased with
the Nutrients after the
initial 15 days, or at any
time thereafter, just call
us toll-free to cancel:
1-800-327-4660, or
return the unused
portion for a full refund.
The Beauty Bonus is
yours to keep.
OLM

SPECIAL OFFER

Q YES, I want to take advantage of this offer.
Send me
15-day supply of Nutrients,
plus the Bonus Collection^) for only 10.00.
Specify:
•
Normal/Dry-Sensitive
D Oily/Problem skin
To order, mail to Clientele, Inc., 5207 N.W.
163rd St., Miami Lakes, FL 33014. For fastest
service call toll-free 1-800-327-4660, in Florida

305-624-6665.
Charge my D Visa
D Check
Card Number

• MC
• Amex
D Money Order

Expiration Date
Name
Address
Citv/State/Zio
Day Phone
(Limit: two orders per household.)
•Plus 2.90 shipping and handling, and applicable sales
la

*

• l985Clieraele. Inc.

For More Information Call Toll-Free 1-800-327-4660. In Florida Call (305) 624-4466.

Choices
Women's Medical Center, Inc.
Patient Power
The highest quality
medical treatment in a
positive, supportive and
educational environment.
We make feminist concepts
a reality.
All Women's Reproductive
and Gynecological Services
Including Sonography.
At CHOICES all patients
are encouraged to practice
"Patient Power", a
participatory approach to
health care, conceived
and instituted by Merle
Hoffman.

1 Patient Power is the right
to question your doctor.
2 Patient Power is not being
intimidated by the medical
establishment.
3 Patient Power is making
medicine work for you.
4 Patient Power is knowledge of the power of your
own will to health.
5 Patient Power is
awareness of available
medical choices.
6 Patient Power is assertive
questioning of the medical
system.
7 Patient Power is knowing
all your options.
8 Patient Power is being informed of your rights and
responsibilities.
9 Patient Power is comparison shopping for doctors and drugs.
10 Patient Power is being an
informed consumer.
11 Patient Power is integrity
and responsibility.
12 Patient Power is a discipline of self awareness.
Open Monday through Saturday
Choices
Women's Medical Center, Inc.
97-77 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374-3317
718 275 6020
39

Run by Women for Women
A NY State Licensed Facility
Since 1971
Merle Hoffman,
Founder/President

A

Accredited by Association
for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc.
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January 22, 1988
Fifteenth Anniversary of the Supreme
Court Decision Legalizing Abortion.
New York Pro-Choice Coalition Rally,
Union Square, New York.

14

IMU

iwomansut*
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Keep Abortion
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1 Joan Gibbs
Center for Constitutional Rights
2 Merle Hoffman
Pro-Choice Coalition
Sue Davis
All-Peoples Congress
3 Demonstrators
4 Miriam Friedlander
Council Member,
2nd District, Manhattan
5 Bill Baird
Long Time Pro-Choice Activist
6 Barbara Santee
Women and AIDS Resource Network
7 Rabbi Shira Stern
Monroe Township Jewish Center
Rabbi Donald Weber
Temple Rodeph Torah
8 Bella Abzug
Women's Right Advocate
9 Grace Paley
Author and Peace Activist
10 Demonstrators
11 Mary Jean Collins
Catholics for a Free Choice
12 Demonstrators
13 Diane Strauss
Cherry Hill Women's Center I
14 NARAL Activists
15 Demonstrators
16 Major Pro-Choice Rally, 1971
Union Square, New York
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