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W I N SOME 0 LOSE SOME

A Compiled Adaptation of News Items
with Editorial Commentary by Beverly Lowy

ON A VERY CANDID
CAMERA
An AP dispatch: A union rep-'
resenting employees at an
Amoco Corporation plant is
suing the company for $10
million over a hidden camera
installed in the women's
shower room.
Company officials said the
camera was installed because
a man had been sneaking in.
The union contends the company illegally invaded the privacy of female employees at
the plant.
Howard Miller, an Amoco
spokesman, said that the cam- THE MACHISMO
era had been aimed only at the KILLERS OF BRAZIL
doorway "from the shoulders James Brooke, NY Times: In
up" to check reports of a man Brazil, women's police staentering the women's shower tions, already 57 in Sao Paulo
room. He said no one had been state, are part of a growing
videotaped in the nude.
effort to end judicial impunity
Lance Callis, a lawyer for afforded men who attack
Local 7-776 of the Oil, Chemi- women in Latin America's
cal and Atomic Workers Inter- most populous nation. Started
national Union, said eight to in 1985, the stations are
10 women who work in the staffed by women officers and
laboratory building of the specialize in violent crimes
Amoco plant used the shower against women.
room. At least one, identified
"It is still possible in Brazil
in the lawsuit only as Jane for a man to kill his allegedly
Doe, believed she had been unfaithful wife and be abtaped in the nude.
solved on the grounds of
"I can't imagine anyone in honor," Americas Watch, a
today's climate treating New York-based human rights
women as objects like that," group, said in a recent report.
Callis said.
"Rape is seldom investigated
Miller said that a man was and rarely prosecuted."
taped entering the shower
While welcoming the innoroom and that the camera was vation of police stations dedithen removed. He refused to cated to women, Americas
say whether disciplinary ac- Watch warned of "the continution was taken against the ing failure of Brazil's criminal
j ustice system to treat violence
against women as a crime."
Strange that if they were after In Rio de Janeiro, of more
a man, the women couldn't than 2,000 battery and sexual
have been alerted.
assault cases registered at one

police station, none resulted
in the punishment of the accused, the station chief told
Americas Watch. In more
than 4,000 similar cases reported in the northeastern
city of Sao Luis, only two resulted in punishment of the
accused. One prosecutor in
the northeastern state of
Pernambuco estimated that,
in 80 percent of cases, a local
jury will acquit a man who
alleges that he killed his wife
to protect his honor.
Last March, Brazilian feminists thought the honor defense had been laid to rest by
a Supreme Court decision stating that murder could not be
seen as a legitimate response
to adultery. With this decision, the court ordered a new
trial for Joao Lopes, a southern Brazilian man who knifed
to death his wife and her lover.
But on August 29, a state court
again acquitted Lopes of the
double homicide.
Unfortunately, court decisions
don't carry the same weight as
male bonding.
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tVWENTY YEARS LATER, WE'VE
GIVEN PEOPLE A BETTER WAY TO
PUT THIS FINGER TO TJSE.

Sit ins. Protest marches. Flower
power Times have changed. But
the need for grass roots
involvement hasn't
Introducing Working
Environment Assets Long Distance" The
only phone company that is as
committed to social and political
change as you are.

Greenpeace, Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, the American
Civil Liberties Union and many
others You help decide the groups.
And that's just the beginning.
We're more than a phone
company that gives money to good
causes. Our intent is to
make your individual
Every time you use your finger to voice heard. That's why
make a long distance call, one percent we offer free calls to
of the bill goes to nonprofit action
corporate and political leaders. And
groups at no cost
well-argued letters at a fraction of
to you. Hard-hitting
the cost ol a Mailgram" So you tan
advocacy groups like
demand a halt to clear-cutting our
Amnesty International,
ancient forests or let Senators know

how you feel about important issues
like reproductive rights. It's that
simple. Your phone
becomes a tool for
democracy and
you don'l give up
a thing. You see,
Working Assets
comes with the
exact same service as the major long
distance carriers Convenient "dial 1"
calling, 24-hour operators, and fiber
optic sound quality. All this at rates
lower than AT&T*'s basic rates.You've
got nothing to lose. And signing up
couldn't be simpler.
Just give us a call at
1-800-788-8588, ext. 119
or fill out the coupon
Human Right, today. We'll hook you up
right away without any intrusion or
interruption. So you can help change
the world without lifting a finger
Okay, maybe one finger
• Yes, I want Working Assets Long
Distance to be my primary long distance
carrier And I'll get 30 minutes of free long
distance calls 1-800-788-8588, ext 119.
Name

Slo Ir
Phone Number
Mi mrrenl lontj dtslanct carrier is

Signalurt

L it U

I X O O - 7 8 8 -

Dak

PLEASE RETURN TO Working Assits Long Distance
701 Montgomery Siret-t, San Francisco. CA 94111

I understand !hdl it I switih my p e n u r y lonfidisldnuM.irni-r my lucdtphoiw company mdy dpply. i m i . -limp MVIII hingi h.irjn •>( .lUnit SI l l ti dors dincJ t v m t h l doi si> II Working A « r t » will givrmca
<rr<jiH.ihrl[*.>IKctihf f l u f X c r q u d l t o W l f C f m i n u l r M i l i n l f r s i j t r c d l l i i ' K Thecnrdil will be all h e * 000 mill-nighl/nt i kind rrilc.mil IMIIIVI issued dMer my ihirtJ lull munlh of set vice © 1991 Working Asse is
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IS MEDICAL
BUTCHERY LEGAL?

ecutors have a chance of
building an assault case
Emily Sachar, NY Newsday: against Dr. Abu Hayat, who is
Assault may be the most seri- under investigation for perous charge prosecutors can forming abortions that caused
bring against the Manhattan grave injuries to patients and,
doctor accused of botching a in at least one case, harmed a
series of abortions, including fetus who lived.
injuries to a baby whose arm
So far, the most severe crimiwas severed in the womb.
nal charge Hayat faces is perLegal experts said that, apart forming an illegal third-trifrom a charge under state mester abortion, a crime for
abortion statutes, it is ex- which the maximum punishtremely difficult to build a case ment is 1 1/3 to 4 years in
of criminal negligence or prison. He is also facing miswrongdoing against a doctor demeanor charges of sexual
without an extensive pattern abuse in an unrelated case.
of bizarre deaths or severe inAlthough Manhattan prosjuries to patients.
ecutors are investigating the
That is true even when the September 1990 death of 17doctor is found to be incompe- year-old Sophie McCoy after
tent by state health authori- an abortion procedure in
ties or when his actions lead to Hayat's office, the experts say
a patient's death.
it is extremely unlikely that
But sources said that pros- Hayat would be charged with

VICTIMIZINGVICTIMS
Lynn Hecht Shafran, NYDaily
News: Despite reforms like
the rape shield laws, victims
who fail to report the assault
immediately are deeply mistrusted. This may be why
most victims never tell anyone in the legal system; seven
percent of the country's estimated two million rapes a year
are reported to the police.
Juror biases about rape run
deep, as many prosecutors
have learned too late. After
New York was stunned by the
recent acquittal of three St.
John's University students
who were accused of orally
sodomizing a young woman
after stupefying her with liquor, the administrative prosecutor said of his office's failure to question jurors about
their biases: "We didn't realize that people's attitudes to-

any crime for which intent to
kill, depraved indifference,
recklessness, or negligence are
required.
"It's not that doctors are immune from prosecution," said
one source. "But if we're talking about a trained doctor who
knows how to perform abortions, it is extremely difficult

ward sex were so ingrained marriage, drinking, being
and crossed a wider cross-sec- away from home at the time
tion of the population than we of the attack, even holding
anticipated."
a blue-collar job, were less
In a study of 360 jurors in likely to be believed.
sexual-assault cases, those juContrary to the stereotype
rors frequently cited the
of rapists as brutal strangers,
victim's reputation as the
the vast majority of rapes
basis for their verdict.
1 /) are committed by someVictims who violated
'' >* one known to the victims
traditional norms of
and because it is miswomanly behavior
takenly believed that
by being sexually
nonstranger rape
active outside of
produces little

to charge him."
Although serious charges have
been brought against Hayat for
years by a number of women, it
was only after he severed the
arm of a fetus that any action
was taken. State officials didn't
suspend his license until the
end of November, 1991.
psychological trauma, sentences are often inappropriately low.
Linda Fairstein, director of
the Manhattan district
attorney's Sex Crimes Unit,
reports that women "are often
not good jurors in acquaintance-rape cases." For many
women, the need to distance
themselves from their vulnerability to sexual assault is paramount. If they can insist that
the victim engaged in behavior that they would never engage in, such as visiting a bar
or going to a man's apartment
on a first date, they can convince themselves they are not
at risk.
Oh, where has all the sisterhood gone?
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THE JUDGE FROM
HELL
Compiled from several
sources: A federal judge upheld the Pentagonbanongays
and lesbians serving in the
military, ruling against a
former Naval Academy midshipman, Joseph C. Steffan,
who acknowledged he was gay.
Steffan had argued that the
Pentagon ban violated the
equal protection clause of the
Fifth Amendment.
But U.S. District Court
Judge Oliver Gasch said the
policy "rationally furthered legitimate state purposes" such
as "the maintenance of discipline, morale, good order, a
respected system of rank and
command, a healthy military
force, morality, and respect
for the privacy interests ofboth
officers and the enlisted."
Gasch said the government's
policy of excluding homosexuals "is rational in that it is

A LONG AND
WINDING ROAD
Dennis Hevesi, NY Times: In
a case dating back to when far
fewer women could even take
entrance tests to become police officers — and those who
passed were given jobs as
matrons—the New York City
Human Rights Commission
has found that the city's police
department discriminated
against 124 women officers.
The suit was filed in 1976.
The commission announced
the resolution in late November 1991, after an administrative law judge for the Human
Rights Commission, Dennis
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directed, in part, at preventing those who are at the greatest risk of dying of AIDS from
serving."
"This is understandable in
light of the overall mission of
defending the nation," he
added. "The interest we as a
nation have in a healthy military cannot be underestimated."
Gasch had referred to Steffan
as a "homo" three times during a hearing.
Steffan resigned from the
U.S. Naval Academy in May
1987, six weeks before graduation, saying academy officials
had told him he would not be
allowed to graduate despite his
good record. Under investigation, he had disclosed that he
was homosexual.
Since heterosexual AIDS has
surpassed that of gays, maybe
no one should be allowed to
serve in the military.
deLeon, affirmed that ruling
in November. Of the 124
women, four have died and
about half are no longer with
the department.
Asked if the women who
filed the suit were pio%
neers, deLeon said:
YJ
"The pioneers were 30
/
years ago when the department wouldn't even let women
take the sergeants' exam. This
case is one of those benchmarks. But the journey continues."
The decision makes clear,
the commissioner continued,
"that the integration by
women into an all-male
workforce does not happen
overnight, to put it mildly."
The ruling, in Anne Powers
v. Abraham Beame and the
New York City Police Department means that the women
or their estates will be entitled to monetary damages
to be determined later, according to officials. And for
those women who remain on
the police force, awards will
be made to rectify injustices
they suffered in terms of
promotion, seniority, and
benefits.
The wheels of justice certainly
moved slowly in this case.

THE HALLOWED
HALLS OF
POISON IVY
From "Campus Life," NY
Times: Women, Black, and
American Indian [sic] professors at the University of California at Berkeley are paid
significantly less than their
male counterparts, according
to a recent university study.
The two-year study, conducted by the Office of the
Faculty Assistant on the Status of Women, found that sex
and race were a direct link to
lower salaries, with greater
disparities at higher professorial levels.
At the full professor level,
white men are paid 15 percent
more than Indians, eight percent more than Blacks, six
percent more than women, the
study said. The report also
found that promotions were
granted to white men more
readily than to women and
nonwhites.
"We knew there were inequities, but it was striking to
see it happening at the full
professor level," said Carol
Stack, an anthropology professor in the School of Education
and in women's studies, and
senior author of the report.

Professor Stack and Carol
Chetkovich, a research analyst, have submitted their report to the vice chancellor,
John Heilbron, for review.
In a December interview,
Heilbron said his staff is exploring reasons for the pay
inequities and will eventually
suggest remedies, aside from
case-by-case adjustments.
The statistical analysis,
which was conducted between
1989 and 1990, involved sorting through the Budget and
Planning ladder-rank faculty
file for the last decade, in which
is stored the salaries and job
rankings of all faculty members on the tenure track except those in the law school,
the business school, and engineering.
The researchers looked at the
association between sex or race
and salary when other factors
were controlled: Years of experience, type of degree when
hired, employment status, and
whether the faculty member
had received the distinguished
teaching award. The results
showed disparities all along
the tenure track.
Seems the groves of academe
need to be re-landscaped.

out for excessive attention by the boys
who wanted to get a "good feel" and score.
O N
T H E
U E S
S
As a young woman I had to learn to get
used to men and boys looking at my chest
The recent controversy over the use of as they spoke to me, shopping for spesilicone implants to treat both breast cially-sized-two piece bathing suits, not
cancer patients after a disfiguring wearing tight sweaters that were all the
mastectomy and women who considered rage for fear of being labeled a "tramp,"
themselves "disfigured" because they and dealing with the strange combinawere small breasted, brought me straight tion of jealousy, resentment and miniback to my adolescence and into the two malization that made up the responses of
major themes that obsessed and capti- many less-endowed female classmates. It
vated me — death, and the size and shape was as if the protuberances on my chest
of my breasts.
had taken on a life of their own that spoke
While my preoccupation with death led or screamed with or without my permisme inward, towards incessant readings sion. Assumptions were made about my
of Greek tragedies and accounts of dra- personality and my sexual behavior by
matic executions like those of Joan of Arc classmates who mirrored societal expecand Mary Queen of Scots, the reality of tations that girls with big breasts "do it"
my growing and changing breasts thrust and "like doing it." This tendency to asme headlong into the collective female
realities of the times.
So many of the rites des passage of my Breasts can, and
youth were attached to my breasts, like
my initiation into the worlds of sexuality
and consumerism at 11, when I gradu- do, take on a life
ated from undershirts to bras. I remember the strange combination of anxiety of their own and
and excitement surrounding my first
shopping spree in the lingerie department — my mother's watchful, careful become metaphors
eyes as I made my choice, the feel of the
lace against my skin, the image in the cribe personality characteristics and even
mirror that looked back at me: Boldly, political affiliation according to breast
defiantly, forever changed, the power of size continues today. I have been told by
feeling older — better.
women and men alike: "Funny, you don't
About the same time, I was allowed to look like a radical feminist."
wear a garter belt, silk stockings and a
My twin obsessions with death and my
small "high heel" so that these articles of breasts collided when I was referred for
clothing were indelibly imprinted onto my first mammogram at age 30. Now, I
my psyche as the totems of female sexu- stood in front of a mirror pushing my left
ality — to the extent that even today, breast aside, so that I could see what it
wearing a black lace bra with matching looked like to have only one. Even with
garter belt and high heels places me im- visions of Amazon warriors in my mind,
mediately into a sexualized mode.
the startling asymmetry was shocking
There were innumerable hours spent and depressing. Brought home hard to
alone and with friends in front of the me was the epidemic nature of breast
mirror, posing, touching, comparing, look- cancer, the fact that one in nine women
ing front view and side to see whose will get it and that 45,000 women a year
breasts were more "pert," more "firm," will die from it.
more "rounded," or just bigger. None of us
Now I was to be given yet another name
were exempt from this comparative pro- and label for my breasts by the radiologist
cess: A process which would plant the who examined me. I was told I had "busy
seeds for later anxieties, insecurities and breasts" — breasts with tissues so dense
feelings of inferiority in those of us found that it was difficult for the machine to
wanting in any of those categories.
give an accurate radiological reading. Once
My breasts and their size eventually again, my breasts were acting and speakbecame the focus of much that defined ing without my consent — not being good
and differentiated me as a young girl. patients, "good girls" — giving me a hard
Because, like many others, my breasts time.
developed differently, I became the tarFortunately, that test proved to be negaget of unmerciful teasing among my fe- tive, but each year my breast s must change
male bunk mates at camp leading me to their persona and definition from the
become an expert on "sponge baths" sexual to the "busy" and potentially deadly
(where my body was never fully exposed), when they submit to the squeezing and
and to realize that being with an all manipulation of mammography.
female group was no guarantee of a "safe
How do you relate to a body part that
harbour." At the same time I was singled has definitions beyond your choosing?

MERLE HOFFMAN

How do you make your breasts your own
— give them your own definition and
meaning? If power is in the naming of a
thing, can women ever have power in
relation to their breasts?
Like so much of what is commonly
termed "female sexuality," many women
have conflicted, disassociated, ambivalent and at times self-destructive relationships with their breasts. Breasts can
and do take on a life of their own, and
become metaphors for personality and
psychological characteristics.
Breasts that are viewed as deficient or
disfigured because they are not big
enough, round enough, firm enough, etc.
give birth to women who view themselves as deficient, disfigured or handicapped. The pervasive competitive objectification of breasts prevents many
women from forming a rationally protective and integrative relationship with
them even to the point of making damaging or life-threatening choices. A woman's
relationship with her breasts can become
alienated, competitive and anxiety laden,
leading her to experience a sense of personal isolation and dissatisfaction. To
relieve this angst, this sense of loss (which
is expressed as feeling "disfigured") she
looks to the saviours of medicine and
cosmetics for her salvation. She can not
only purchase better and bigger breasts,
but also what bigger breasts mean, including becoming more sexual, more female and more acceptable. Taught from
earliest childhood to look outside herself for answers, she becomes the ;
ideal candidate for silicone implants.
Since the silicone bag implants came on
the market in the 1960s, over two million
women have had them inserted, with an
estimated 80 percent making the decision to enlarge their breasts, and the
others to reconstruct what mastectomy
has taken away.
"I am a gambler" said Wanda Bruce, a
50-year-old woman from Glen Allen, VA
who told the Federal Drug Administration panel reviewing the data on implant
safety that she had the implants after
she had lost both breasts to cancer. "I'd
rather have quality of life rather than
quantity. Not that I think implants will
take my life, but lam almost at that point
that I'd have them anyway." (NY Times,
11/13/91)
Bruce joins a long list of female gamblers who refuse to give up smoking and
the potential risks of lung cancer because
of a fear of gaining weight as well as the
many women who refuse to use the birth
control pills and risk unwanted pregnancies for the same reason. All these women
gamble with their health and their lives
for cosmetic reasons. They are willing to
take inordinate risks to maintain a specific standard of beauty. Bruce however,
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

may not know how much of a gambler she designed and made defectively. As a rereally is.
sult, the jury found that the company had
The controversy surrounding whether breached its warranty and committed
or not to keep the implants on the market fraud. The woman, Mariann Hopkins of
centered around the issue of whether or Sabastopol, CA, began experiencing exnot they themselves were carcinogenic treme fatigue a year after implants were
and also if the presence of the post- inserted after a prophylactic double
mastectomy implants contaminate the mastectomy. Her condition was diagnosed
ability to pick up further cancerous growth in 1979 as an immune disease called
through mammography. At the same mixed-connective tissue disorder. An athearing, a Pennsylvania farmer, Barbara torney for Hopkins said the disease is
Herzog, described the problems that she "irreversible and causes severe swelling
attributes to the implants she received in and severe pain of the joints and muscles,
1977. AfteranMRI scan at Johns Hopkins only partly controlled by strong medicaUniversity Hospital was performed in tion." (NY Times, 12/17/91) Dow Corning
1989, Herzog was told the implants were will appeal.
fine. Eight weeks later, doctors discovThe FDAhearings on the safety ofbreast
ered that both silicone implants had rup- implants began with Dr. David Kessler,
tured and spilled out all over her chest. the new FDA commissioner, who stated
Chillingly, she described how she bore a that "The manufacturers must show these
child two years ago and "breast fed sili- products are safe and effective in relation
to their benefits. Simply saying the decone to my infant daughter."
Also, in what is the largest award of vices have been used for 30 years without
four breast-implant cases, a Federal Court major problems does not meet the stanJury has awarded $7.34 million to a dard of proof." (NYTimes, 11/13/91) After
woman after she found out that her Dow- three days of intensely emotional hearCorning silicone breast implant had rup- ings on both sides of the issues with
tured, causing a painful disease of the
immune system. A six-memberjuryfound Will the real Morgan Fairchild
that Dow Corning had failed to warn please stand up? Before (left)
against the risks of the device, which was and after cosmetic surgery.
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women, physicians and drug companies
testifying, the FDA voted to recommend
that the devices remain on the market
temporarily under limited conditions. The
panel stated that there was a "public
health necessity" for silicone implants
both after surgery and simply to enlarge
breasts. One wants to ask the nature of a
"public health necessity" that requires
women to undergo reconstructive surgery to make their breasts bigger — or
potentially risk compromising a recovery
from breast cancer or finding another
tumor because of implants. How in fact or
deed does the public or general population benefit when women put their lives
potentially at risk to meet the standards
of Playboy magazine? Do flat-chested
women present an affront to the populace? Is the female gender rendered nondefined if they can't fill a size "C" cup?
Members of the panel who voted on
whether or not to allow the implants to
stay on the market were torn by what
they considered to be a spurious line in
the sand. "What we have done is to pit one
woman against the other," Dr. Rita Freedman said. Nancy Dubler, a lawyer on the
panel, said she used to distinguish becontinued on pg 38

A Male Survivor
Breaks His Silence
ByFredPelka

m

he man who raped me had a remarkable selfassurance which could only have comefrompractice. He picked me up just outside Cleveland,
heading east in a van filled with construction

equipment. That early morning in May I'd already
spent a sleepless 24 hours trying to hitchhike from
Oxford, Mississippi to Buffalo, New York, so it felt good
when I was offered a ride through the western fringe of
Pennsylvania. First, though, the driver told me he
needed to stop along the way, to pick up some building
supplies. We drove to a country club undergoing renovation, where I hung out with his co-workers while he
signed for several boxes of equipment which we carried back to his van. Getting back onto the turnpike he
told me about one more stop he had to make.

PHOTO: MARK LUDAK/IMPACT VISUALS
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As a man, I've been socialized never to
admit to beingvulnerable, to discuss those
moments when I wasn't in control. I know
also how women and children are routinely punished when they speak out
about abuse, how they are blamed for
their own victimization. The examples
are endless: Witness the contempt with
which Anita Hill was treated. For these
reasons and more I'm still reticent, years
after it happened, to recount what happened to me that day in Ohio. This article

at the University ofNew Hampshire found
that one in 11 young men surveyed had
been sexually abused before their 18th
birthday. I've seen articles which speculate that anywhere from one in nine to
one in seven men will be raped or sexually
abused in their lifetime, most often by
other males, but these are little more
than guesses.
"Since rape is generally misconstrued
to be a sexually motivated crime," writes
Dr. A. Nicholas Groth and Anne Wolbert

If it makes you feel powerful
and maeho to force sex on a
woman or child, think of how
much more powerful you feel
raping another man
marks the first time in 15 years I have
publicly discussed it under my own name.
The second building seemed deserted.
We went up a flight of stairs, down a
corridor into a side room. I looked around
for the equipment he'd mentioned, and
noticed him locking the door behind us.
He slugged me before I could react, forced
me down with his hands around my throat.
As I began to lose consciousness I heard
him say, "If you scream, if you make one
wrong move, I'll kill you."
The police told me later that the man
who raped me was a suspect in the rapes
of at least six other young men. During
the assault his mood swung from vicious,
when he promised to strangle me or break
my neck, to self-pity, when he wept because we were both among "the wounded
ones." In that enormous calm that comes
after the acceptance of death, I wondered
who would find my body.
Most rapes don't happen like this. Most
victims know their attacker(s) — he is a
neighbor, friend, husband, or father, a
teacher, minister or doctor. The vast
majority of rapes are committed by men
against women and children, and the FBI
estimates that anywhere from 80 to 90
percent go unreported. Rape is an integral part of our culture, and fully one
third of all women in this country will be
raped at some point in their lives. But
this sexist violence does occasionally spill
over onto boys and men. The National
Crime Survey for 1989 estimated that
one in 12 rape survivors is male.
For all this, nobody really knows how
many men are raped each year, or how
many boys are sexually abused. One study
10

Burgess, "it is generally assumed that
males are unlikely targets of such victimization, and then when it does occur, it
reflects a homosexual orientation on the
part of the offender. However, the causes
of male rape that we have had an opportunity to study do not lend much support
to either assumption." Groth and Burgess interviewed men in the community
who had been raped, and men who admitted to raping other men, and published
their findings in the American Journal of
Psychiatry. In half the cases they studied,
the gender of the victim "did not appear to
be of specific significance" to the rapist.
"Their victims included males and females, adults and children," and "may
symbolize...something they want to conquer or defeat. The assault is an act of
retaliation, an expression of power, and
an assertion of their strength or manhood."
In their article, Burgess and Groth dispute some of the prevalent myths about
male rape. The first is that men simply
don't get raped, at least not outside prison.
Of course, if men don't get raped then
what happened to me either wasn't rape
(the police asking, "Did you come?"), or
I'm not a man (my male friends wanting
to know how I could "let something like
this" happen to me). The second myth —
that all men who are raped or rape other
men are gay—is a product of our culture's
homophobia, and our ignorance of the
realities of sexual violence. Most people
find it difficult to understand why a
straight man would rape another straight
man. But if you see rape as a way of
exerting control, of confirming your own
power by disempowering others, then it

makes perfect sense. If it makes you feel
powerful and macho to force sex on a
woman or child, think of how much more
powerful you feel raping another man.
"I have a special place," the man who
raped me said after a long while. "It's out
in the country, where we can make all the
noise we want." It seemed obvious what
would happen to me once we arrived at
"his special place," but I knew there was
no hope for my survival as long as we
stayed in that room. So I agreed to go with
him to "the country." I promised not to try
to escape. It is perhaps an indication of
his fragile hold on reality that he believed
me.
We walked back to his van and drove
away. I waited until I saw some people,
then jumped as we slowed to make a turn,
rolling as I hit the pavement. I ran into
the nearest building — a restaurant —
just as patrons werefinishingtheir lunch.
Conversation stopped, and I was confronted by a roomful ofpeople, forks raised
in mid-bite, staring.
"I think you'd better call the police," I
told the waitress. This was all I could say,
placing my hands flat on the counter
between us to control their trembling.
She poured me a cup of black coffee. And
then the police arrived.
The two detectives assigned to my case
conformed to the standard good cop^ad
cop archetype. The good cop told me how
upset he'd seen "girls" become after being
raped. "But you're a man, this shouldn't
bother you." Later on he told me that the
best thing to do would be to pull up my
pants "and forget it ever happened." The
bad cop asked me why my hair was so
long, what was I doing hitchhiking at
seven o'clock in the morning? Why were
my clothes so dirty? Did I do drugs? Was
I a troublemaker?
I used to be puzzled at how the bad cop
obviously didn't believe me, in spite of the
fact that, by his own account, in the
months before my assault six other men
had come to him with similar stories.
Then I heard of the Dahmer case in Milwaukee, how in May 1991 Dahmer's
neighbors saw him chasing a naked 14year-old boy, bleeding from the anus,
through the alley behind their building.
The responding officers returned the boy
to Dahmer's apartment, where Dahmer
explained that this was just a lover's
spat, which the police believed in spite of
the youth's apparent age, and the photos
scattered on Dahmer's floor of murdered
and mutilated boys and men. The police
reassured a neighbor who called again,
saying that everything was all right —
this at the very moment Dahmer was
murdering Konerak Sinthasomphone.
Afterwards Dahmer dismembered
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Sinthasomphone's body.
Sinthasomphone was one of at least 17
boys and men raped and murdered by
Dahmer, their body parts stored in vats
and freezers in his apartment. It was
reported that his first assaults were committed in Ohio, so I had to brace myself
before I could look at Jeffrey Dahmer's
photo in the paper. At first I was relieved
tofindthat he was not the man who raped
me. Then I thought how this meant my
assailant is likely still out there, looking
for more "wounded ones."
Because I gave them such detailed information — the country club, the name
painted on the side of his van — the
detectives were able to locate my assailant not too many hours after I was brought
into their precinct. The good cop asked,
after I identified the rapist, whether I
wanted to press charges. He explained
how I'd have to return to Ohio to appear
before a grand jury, and then return
again for the trial, how the newspapers
would publish my name, how little chance
there was of a conviction.
"He says you seduced him," the good cop
said. "So it's your word against his."
The bad cop glared at me when I told
them there was no way I wanted any of
this to be made public. "You mean," he
fumed, "I wasted my whole afternoon on
this shit?" Standing in front of me with an
expression of disgust, he asked, "How do
you think this makes me feel?"
By then it was getting dark. I hitchhiked the remaining 200 miles home,
studying every movement of every man
who offered me a ride. I arrived at my
apartment after midnight, walking the
last 10 miles.

would rather believe that they can move
with immunity through the toxic atmosphere of violence and fear they and their
compatriots create. Being a male survivor meant I'd lost some of that immunity.
No wonder I felt as if I'd been poisoned, as
if I were drowning.
For years I pretended, as per the good
cop's recommendation, that nothing had
happened, secretly feeling that I was
somehow responsible, somehow less masculine. The turning point came with the
media storm that swirled up around the
Big Dan rape in New Bedford, Massachusetts. The movie "The Accused" is based
on that incident — a woman assaulted in
a bar while other men looked on and
cheered. Naive as I was, I figured this
was a pretty clear-cut case. Where the
police might have doubted my will to
resist (no broken bones, no massive lacerations), here was a victim overpowered
by half a dozen men. How could anyone
doubt that she had been brutalized? Yet,
during the trial, The Boston Herald ran
the front page headline "SHE LED US
ON!" I realized then that, even had I been
murdered, someone would have inevitably questioned my complicity: "He probably liked rough sex."
It's just this sort of victim-blaming that
discourages survivors from reporting their
trauma, or seeking treatment, but there
are other factors which may discourage
males in particular. Homophobia for one:
The sort of gender
McCarthyism that labels any
man a faggot who cannot or
will not conform to accepted
norms of masculine feeling
or behavior. Men who rape
other men capitalize on this,
In the weeks that followed the assault, knowing that straight vicevery stupid, insensitive thing I'd ever tims don't want to appear
said about rape came back to haunt me. A gay, and gay victims might
friend of mine had been attacked several fear coming out of the closet.
months earlier, also while hitchhiking. Groth and Burgess report,
She told me just a few hours after it for instance, that "a major
happened how she'd missed her bus, and strategy used by some
didn't want to be late to work. She said offenders...is to get the victhe man offering her a lift seemed normal tim to ejaculate." This "stratenough, even "nice."
egy" was attempted in roughly half the
"You should've waited for the next bus," cases they studied, and in half of those
I lectured. Today I cringe at my arro- the rapist succeeded in ejaculating his
gance. Hitchhiking, like walking alone victim. This confuses the victim, who
after dark, or feeling safe on a date, at often misidentifies ejaculation with orwork, at home, is another perquisite to gasm. It confirms for the rapist the old
which only men are entitled. How dare canard about how victims "really want
she not understand the limits of her free- it." And, as Groth and Burgess say, it
leaves the survivor "discouraged from
dom?
While women tell me that the possibil- reporting the assault for fear his sexuality of rape is never far from their minds, ity may be suspect."
For male survivors of child sexual abuse
most men never give it a first, let alone a
second, thought. This may explain why there is also the unfortunate theory that
they react so negatively to accounts by boys who are abused inevitably grow up
male survivors. To see rape as "a women's to be men who rape. One survivor told me
issue" is a form of male privilege most it was for this reason he had decided
men would prefer not to surrender. They never to be a father. Not that he'd ever
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wanted to abuse children, nor was there
any evidence he ever would. He eventually came to realize that because some
rapists are themselves survivors doesn't
mean that all male survivors of child
sexual abuse turn out to be rapists.
Finally, rape-crisis centers, the only
institutions in our society founded expressly to help rape survivors, are identified by some men as hotbeds of feminism,
and many men take "feminist" to mean
"man-hating." It's true that the vast majority of rape crisis counselors are women,
that the entire stop-rape movement is an
extension of the women's movement. For
the record, though, I have never felt any
hostility in response when calling a rapecrisis center, this in spite of the fact that
RCCs are often plagued by "hotline abusers" — men who call to masturbate to the
sound of a female voice.
On the other hand, I've run across a
good deal of hostility towards women
from male survivors with whom I've
talked. One man told me how certain he
was that the counselors at his local RCC
hated men, even though, by his own admission, he'd never called, and knew no
one who had. A while back I attended a
survivors' conference organized by a Boston women's group, attended by several
hundred women and maybe a dozen men.
One of these men stood up during a plenary session to shout at the women on the
podium. As an incest survivor, he said, he

It was obvious to me
at the police station
that I was held
in contempt because
I was a victim
felt "marginalized" and "oppressed" by
the way the conference was run, despite
the fact that a number of the workshops
were specifically geared toward males,
and that a keynote speaker received a
standing ovation when he described his
work with boys and men. Some male
survivors even blame women for the denial and homophobia they encounter after their assault. They openly resent the
(pitifully few) resources available to female survivors, as if any help women
receive is at the expense of men. Even
Geraldo has picked up this theme: His
show on male survivors ended with an
continued on pg 40
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THE

PASSION
OF
AURORA CASTILLO
The Militant Mothers
of East L.A.
By Betsy Swart
1

M

y first impression of Aurora Castillo was one of
quiet dignity. As she welcomed me into a tidy office at the Church of the
Resurrection in East Los
Angeles, I wondered if this could be the
same woman who over the pastfiveyears
has gained a reputation as a tough fighter
against toxic pollution in her community.
But, as soon as she began to speak, I
knew that this was, indeed, the woman
whose passion for justice was helping to
hold the line
against the environmental destruction of her
neighborhood.
"Did you see the
children outside?"
she asked me. "It
is for them — and
all the others like
them — that we
fight."
Aurora Castillo is
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one of the founders of the Mothers of East
Los Angeles (MELA), an organization
founded in 1984 by Latina women who
live in the poor minority communities of
eastern Los Angeles. They banded together to block plans to build a state
prison in their neighborhood — a court
battle which is still going on. Soon, they
faced another challenge when they discovered that the state was planning to
MELA wen a six-year battle to step
a toxic waste incinerator.
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build an above-ground oil pipeline right
next to an East L.A. elementary school.
The pipeline was designed to bring oil
from Santa Barbara to Long Beach but
was detoured through East L.A. to avoid
the protests of the more affluent Santa
Monica residents. The Mothers group was
successful in stopping the project, but
little did they know that another — even
more insidious — project was being
planned for East Los Angeles.
What has since become known as "the
Vernon incinerator" project was first
brought to light in
1987.
Newlyelected state Assemblywoman
Lucille RoybalAllard, daughter of
U.S. Representative
Edward
Roybal, discovered
that a hazardouswaste incincerator
was being proposed for the city
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of Vernon — and the community had no
knowledge that the project had been in
the works for almost two years! RoybalAllard and MELA immediately went into
action to oppose the construction, even
though the state had gotten all but the
final permit. The project was to be situated in small, industrial Vernon — a poor
Hispanic community adjacent to Castillo's
East Los Angeles neighborhood. The $29
million incinerator was to be the first of
its kind to be constructed in an urban
area of California. And it was to burn
125,000 pounds of toxic waste every day.
The State Department of Health and
Safety had approved the plan in a cavalier fashion, without even requiring an
Environmental Impact Report. Based on
information provided to them by the incinerator company — California Thermal Treatment Services—the California
Department of Health Services declared
that "new safety tests showed that the
plant would hurt neither the environment nor the surrounding community."
Ironically, this ruling came less than a
week after a huge cloud of toxic chlorine
gas from a plant in the East L.A. community of City of Commerce forced the evacuation of about 27,000 people from their
homes. MELA joined Roybal-Allard and
the City of Los Angeles in filing suit
against DHS. In the meantime, MELA
mobilized community members to get
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active. With signs and banners reading,
"The People Will Stop the Incinerator,"
and "Don't Poison Me," the community
hit the streets. Their first march brought
out more than 200 people. Subsequent
rallies attracted even greater numbers as
well as the support of groups like
Greenpeace and celebrities like Robert
Blake. "They thought that if they picked
a poor community," says Castillo, "they
wouldn't find any resistance. But we
proved them wrong, very wrong."
Indeed, the Mothers of East L.A. left no |
stone unturned in their effort to stop the
incinerator's construction. They planned
demonstrations and vigils; they developed a list of more than 400 members who
could be mobilized on short notice; they
distributed bilingual advertisements
throughout East L.A. to keep the community informed. Finally, in February, 1991
— after a six-year struggle — a threejudge panel of the California Court of
Appeals found in the community's favor,
requiring an Environmental Impact Report for the project. And when the California Supreme Court refused to overturn that decision, the company threw in
the towel. "Interminable lawsuits" kept
driving their costs up. Company officials
said they would not try to locate another
incinerator site in California.
But although one battle against pollution has been won, the war against toxics

in East L.A. is anything but finished. The
triumph over the Vernon incinerator, although a landmark victory, does not mean
that the people of the city are safe. Indeed, as anyone who has visited Los Angeles lately knows, the pollution levels
there are staggering. In fact, a recent
study estimates that L.A. County industries released more than 29.7 million
pounds of hazardous chemicals into the
environment in 1987 alone. And, if you
add to that total the number of pounds of
hazardous waste that local industries
transport through the county to other
sites, the figure comes to more than 91.7
million pounds — or approximately 11
pounds per person! When the California
Public Interest Research Group
(CALPIRG), which conducted the study,
analyzed these figures, they found that
12.8 million pounds of these chemicals
have been linked to cancer; 25 million
pounds are suspected of causing birth
defects and genetic mutations; and another 53.6 million pounds are chemicals
that have been linked to damage of internal organs and the central nervous system. The city of Vernon ranked highest in
amount oftoxics released and transferred
— approximately 27 million pounds. Los
Angeles followed closely with approximately eight million pounds. Neverthecontinued on pg 40
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RECLAIMING THE
SANITY AGENDA
Women Speak Out
to Save the Earth
ByElayneClift
hey came because of the
"jellyfish babies" — amorphous blobs being born to
women of the Solomon Islands as a result of nuclear
testing. They came because
of the street children in
Brazil, who it is said will
likely be murdered in an
effort to clean up the streets
for next year's Earth Summit meeting. They came
because of Chernobyl and
Bhopal and the Exxon
Valdez and the Gulf War.
They came because of famine and pollution and deforestation and global
w a r m i n g , and because
"there are no Third World
p e o p l e , " a n d because
"women will not continue
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

PHOTOS WEDO

15

to save the planet free of QUOTABLE QUOTES
charge." And while they
spoke in different lan- "In 1991, the Gulf
guages, and not always War created a new
wave of refugees
with one voice, their mes- and
indescribable
sage was clear: "We are
human pain,
here to say that this mad cruelty and sufferrace toward self-destruc- ing. In the history
of the second
tion must stop...and that millenium, it will
the overwhelming exclu- be remembered as
sion of women from na- the gravest ecological disaster ever
tional and international deengendered by
cision-making, their exclumen."
—Magda Renner, Vice
sion from economic and
President, Women's
of Rio Grande
political power, must end." Federation
do Sol, Brazil
Those words, delivered passionately by Bella
Abzug, co-founder of the Women's Foreign Policy
Council, opened the spirited World Women's Congress for a Healthy Planet, convened in Miami
November 8 -12,1991, by an International Policy
Action Committee (IPAC) and Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) to
ensure that women's voices are heard next June.
That is when the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED), or
Earth Summit, takes place in Brazil. The confer-

WOMEN SHOW THE
WAY: FIVE SUCCESS
STORIES
At first glance, petite Tuenjai Oeetes
seems unlikely to have started a selfhelp farming movement in Thailand.
But when she speaks, her energy and
quiet determination reveal what
motivated the founder of the Hill Area
Development Foundation (HADF). For
decades, she explains, hill tribes from
Burma have been fleeing ethnic
hardship, settling along the borders of
Thailand. Overcrowding in the areas
they inhabit, slash and burn agriculture, and cash cropping had resulted
in poor food crops, forcing people to
abandon the barren land and migrate
to more fertile soil. Through HADF,
"alley cropping" and "sloping land
agriculture technology" have been
adopted and now the horizontal
contours of the land are rich with
crops, bushes and trees. Says a
smiling Tuenjai Deetes, "It was the
women who made a difference."
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ence is expected to draw heads of states from
approximately 160 nations, making it the largest
summit meeting ever held. Women are conspicuously absent from the agenda.
If the 1500 women who attended the Congress
have their way, that will change, as will policies
that affect development and the environment. In
a 12-page summary document presented to Mr.
Maurice Strong, Secretary General of UNCED,
at the closing plenary, women's priorities were
clear. The Women's Action Agenda 21 calls for
specific acts to address diversity and solidarity,
debt and trade, ethics, land rights and food security, biotechnology and biodiversity, information
and education, women, militarism and the environment, science and technology, consumer ethics and action, new institutions, population,
women's rights and health. "In a world in which
nature and women are systematically exploited
by a so-called 'free market' ideology," the document states: "There can be no environmental
security....We equate lack of political and individual will among world leaders, the great majority of whom are men, with a lack of basic morality
and spiritual values and an absence of responsibility towards future generations."
That values-based analysis was reinforced in
the keynote address of Margarita Arias, Presidential candidate from Costa Rica. "Something is
seriously wrong with our civilization's values
when the funds required to purchase five modern
bombers would be sufficient to prevent 10 million
infant deaths....The cost of a Worldwide Vaccination Program is equivalent to one week of the
interest payments on the Third World's foreign

Industry accountability drove
Tania Tavares of Brazil to organize
students and scientists to research
problems, develop data and guide
local authorities toward necessary
action. As a result of the work done by
the University of Bahia group, a lead
metallurgy plant, which had been
operating without proper emission
controls, has had to adopt more
environmentally responsible emissions
guidelines. It has also had to be
responsible for the medical needs of
the affected population, ultimately
lowering the lead and cadmium levels
disbursed into the community.
Brenda Killian of California believes
in "people power." An effective
consumer advocate, she is Associate
Director of the Dolphin Project of the
Earth Island Institute, founded in 1982.
The Project called for consumer
boycotts of tuna and ran newspaper
ads urging H.J. Heinz, the largest
producer of canned tuna, to end the
"dolphin massacre." Last April, Heinz,
Bumble Bee and Van Camp announced
the suspension of purchase of dolphinunsafe tuna.

When Grace Faeye of Nigeria was a
child, her job was to fetch the firewood. "I told my mother that when I
grew up, I would find a way not to
have to fetch the wood." Faoye
designed a gas stove using local technology and available materials. She
took her design to a local metal
worker and the rest, as they say, is
history. More than 1,000 stoves have
been sold since 1988 and women using
the stoves have substantially reduced
the amount of firewood used for cooking.
Eva Lian Takle is the youngest mayor
in Norway. She is also one of the most
active. Realizing that local planning
and administration was developed and
implemented in Ramnes without the
participation of women or consideration of environmental concerns, she
organized a government pilot program
in which women's committees were
formed to take an active role in
municipal planning from a women's
perspective. "We simply said to the
women, what do you want your
municipality to be like in the year
2000? With the women's input, we
came up with a win-win situation."
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debt. But the industrialized world expects its
payment on time, while demanding better environmental policies from governments of developing countries."
Structural adjustment policies and issues related to trade and debt loomed large in both the
formal "tribunal" presided over by distinguished
women jurists from Guyana, Kenya, Australia,
Sweden, and India, and in the less formal workshops where participants brought their own experience to bear. "A free market economy is the
myth of freedom," Indian physicist and writer
Vandana Shiva declared. "It is riddled with contradiction. It is the ultimate ideology of the GATT
(General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) and
the IMF (International Monetary Fund) who are
promoting structural adjustment policies (SAP)
so as to create a superstate on behalf of
transnational corporations (TNCs), at the very
same time that states are being dismantled!"
The World Bank, the IMP, and GATT are the
world's dominant economic institutions, and they
are controlled by the U.S. and the North. Many
people, especially those from developing nations,
believe that if these institutions are put in charge
of implementing UNCED decisions, it will be
impossible to resolve environmental and development issues. At the so-called Uruguay Round
of the GATT (which broke down), for example,
there was an attempt to allow TNCs to enter
every country in the Third World and to act
independently. The concensus view among women
at the Congress, loud and clear, was that international economic institutions must be democratized and changed, and that they must be made
publicly accountable. Without that, UNCED will
fail to bring about sustainable development and
will have no legitimacy. This view was articulated last August as well at a Third-World-Network forum convened to ponder these issues.
The opinions of two participants at that forum,
Chakravarthi Raghavan and Martin Khor, are
worth noting. Raghavan pointed out, for example,
that "what is holding up change is the concentrations of power. What we see is the North calling
for democracy in Third World countries but refusing to democratize the international order." Khor
concurred. "Environmental problems are not
something that can be overcome by small adjustments to the industrial system." (Third World
Resurgence, No. 14/15)
How does this translate into the everyday lives
of women? Meenakshi Raman of Malaysia, a
member of the Third World Network, gave this
testimony at the Women's Congress: "In a little
village in my country, a long battle continues
where women lead a fight against a Japanese
joint-venture company producing and dumping
radioactive wastes. Mothers have suffered miscarriages, children are born with birth defects,
others suffer from leukemia. In the interior of the
Sarawak rainforests, native women and men try
to defend their land and forests from the rapacious logging industry. In parts of our country,
women tenant farmersfightto defend their farms
and homes against the onslaught of developers.
And in rubber and oil plantations, a legacy of our
colonial past, many of our women are exposed
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

"Only those who
have fought for the
right to protect
their own bodies
from abuse can
truly understand
the rape and
plunder of our
forests, rivers and
soils."
—Margarita Arias,
Candidate for President,
Costa Rica

"When environmental protection
work becomes an
income-generating
activity, men take
over from women."
—Marilyn Carr, UNIFEM,
United Kingdom

"The current state
of the world is the
result of a system
that attributes little
or no value to
peace. It pays no
heed to the preservation of national
resources, or to the
labour of the
majority of its
inhabitants, or to
their unpaid work,
not to mention
their maintainance
and care. This
system cannot
respond to values it
refuses to recognize."
—Marilyn Waring, Former
MP, New Zealand

daily to poor working conditions, including pesticide poisonings. There is a lot of talk about saving
the tropical rain forest," Raman told a press
conference, "but if the Northern governments are
not prepared to compensate Third World nations
to offset the incomes they derive from the sale of
logs, who is going to share the economic burden of
adjusting our commodity-oriented programs?"
(Malaysia has threatened to boycott the June
meeting in Brazil.)
New Zealand's Marilyn Waring, a farmer, author, and former Member of Parliament whose
book If Women Counted: A New Feminist Economics has challenged national systems of accounting, emphasized that development cannot
be equated with economic growth. It is wrong too,
she pointed out, to transform the environment
into a commodity to be bought, sold and regulated
at the whim of the free-market system. "There is
no market value that can be attributed to the
ecosystem," she declared. "It is an utterly corrupt, death-valuing system," she argued to resounding applause.
Peggy Antrobus, a founder of Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN)
and Director of Women and Development at the
University of the West Indies in Barbados, urged
the conference participants to make the necessary links for challenging the status quo. "It
seems to me that one of the causes for stalemate
in the debate on environment so far has been the
failure of the chief negotiators of both North and
South to make the connections, to recognize the
contradictions between the promotion of the free
market and free trade, and environmental protection. I think it must be one of the primary tasks
of women to make these connections and to draw
attention to these contradictions." We can begin,
she said, by asking critical questions. For example, what were the processes that drove so
many of the world's women to struggle for existence on marginal, ecologically vulnerable land in
thefirstplace? What are the processes which lead
to the poisoning of the earth, water, air, with toxic
wastes, pesticides, and other harmful industrial
products? What are the processes which lead to
the exploitation of humankind and nature in the
interest of profits? "Without answers to these
questions," she said, "our 'solutions' to environmental problems will be to no avail. We must link
the experience of women — their daily struggles
to survive — with the macro-economic policies
which impact on every aspect of our lives."
In a compelling case against the military-industrial complex, Rosalie Bertell of the Torontobased International Institute of Concern for Public Health reminded the audience that most of the
chemicals introduced during the Vietnam War
are now being deployed in the civilian sector.
"Let's be very clear," she admonished. "The problem is not underarm deodorants!" Bertell, a medical researcher specializing in environmentallyrelated cancers and birth defects, charged that
the military is largely responsible for the greenhouse effect and global warming. In her formal
presentation, she said that the ravages of preparation for war were largely hidden by governments "in the name of national security." Nuclear
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pollution is both global and massive, she declared, proposing that nations be rated with
respect to five areas: Their natural environment,
their value systems, political systems, resource
distribution, and human-development systems.
Food security and global homelessness were
also on the agenda of the Congress. In moving
testimony, Magda Renner, a Brazilian activist,
spoke of the "gravest ecological disaster ever
engendered by men" — the Gulf War — and of
the 15 million refugees in the world today, 75 percent of whom are women and children. "Today
there is a new category of homeless people,
mainly in Third World countries, and even where
no wars in the traditional sense were fought.
These are the victims of the materialistic, mechanistic, economistic development model born in
Europe with the Industrial Revolution." Of food
security, Ruth Bamela Engo-Tjega, a founding
member of UN African Mothers Association said,
"While food aid is often a necessity, it is not the
answer for food security, which is food locallyproduced, processed and stored, so that it is
available year after year, despite natural or human-caused famine. Food strategies are needed
worldwide, not only for survival, but for environmental reasons, and so that we eat, but not at the
expense of the next generation."
Population and reduced consumption by the
North were frequent topics during the numerous
workshops and caucuses that took place after
each morning Tribunal. And in what was perhaps one of the most chilling analyses connected
to production and reproduction, Vandana Shiva,
whose special interest is biotechnology, talked
about the manipulation of women's bodies and of
"the seed from the grain" and of how they speak
to future threats. "Patriarchal world views in all
their variation, from the ancient to the modern,
from East to West, share one common assumption: They are based on the removal of life from
the earth, on the separation of the earth from the
seed, and on the association of an inert and
empty earth with the passivity of the female."
This perspective becomes less esoteric when applied to farming practices in which seed has been
separated from its grain and becomes mere raw
material for the production of corporate seed as
commodity. The natural regeneration of
biodiversity is thus interrupted. "For the first
time, the human race has produced seed that
cannot cope on its own, but needs to be placed
within an artificial environment for growth and
output. The whole is rendered partial, the partial
is rendered whole. Commoditized seed is ecologically incomplete and ruptured at two levels: It
does not reproduce itself, and it does not produce
by itself. It is this shift from the ecological processes of reproduction to the technological processes of production that underlies both the problem of dispossession of farmers and of genetic
erosion." Shiva is deeply worried about patent
protection for modified life forms and its implications for valuing life and work. "The colonization
of life will be complete when we allow the technological mind-set to colonize our minds and allow
technological means to be viewed as ends of
human choice. In biotechnology, the science of
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

"We must live
simply
so that others
may simply live."
—Margaret Peace,
journalist, New Zealand

"There are so many
people talking
about the planet
and how to save it.
And so few taking
action to make sure
that happens.
Talking or acting?
That is the
challenge."
—Mangan Maathai, The
Greenbelt Movement, Kenya

"Women must
stand united and
resolve to carry the
day in Rio and
beyond."
—Dr. Mostafa K. Tolba,
Executive Director United
Nations Environment
Programme

"Women are
constantly being
told that their
analysis is political
hysteria."
—Vandana Shwa,
Physicist and Author, India

means is being pushed into the womb and the
seed pool to transform the conception of life
itself."
Such thinking clearly presents a formidable
challenge to policymakers around the globe. For
women, the remaining challenge is to see that our
voices are heard when those policymakers convene in Brazil, and beyond.
•
Elayne Cllft is a journalist specializing in women,
health, environment and international development issues.
A GLOBAL ASSEMBLY OF WOMEN
SHOW THE WAY

More than 500 women from 70 countries attended the Global Assembly of Women and the
Environment, convened by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and
WorldWIDE Network, Inc., a Washington, D.C.based, non-profit organization of women environmental activists, just prior to the World Women's
Congress. The invitational Assembly, designed
to showcase women's successes as environmental
managers worldwide, focused on water, waste,
energy, and environmentally-friendly systems.
More than 200 success stories were shared and a
series of workshops allowed for interaction between presenters, "mentors" (academicians, donor representatives, foundations, UN agencies),
and "new generation leaders" (feminist students
committed to the environment and women's
agenda). Assembly resolutions and reports will
be shared with UNEP and UNCED. Particular
emphasis will be given to the fact that "PrepCom
3" — the third preparatory meeting prior to
Brazil's Earth Summit — called for the participation of women in decision-making and management at local and international levels.
WATER, WASTE, ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY SYSTEMS
WATER "Water-born pathogens account for 80
percent of all disease in developing countries and
for 90 percent of the 13 million child deaths per
year....Water-related disease is acute in urban
communities. In 1985 at least 25 percent of urban
communities and 58 percent of rural communities were without clean water for sanitation needs.
Women and children, as water carriers in many
societies, are in constant touch with polluted
water and thus are among the most vulnerable to
these diseases....In addition to these more 'traditional' health problems, development projects
have dramatically altered the balances between
populations and other biotic factors to exacerbate
the problem."
—Soon-Young Yoon, iCWomen and Children
First," UNCED
WASTE "We must develop an ecocentric perspective as we proceed on the road to sustainable
development. We urgently need to advance the
industrial revolution by moving towards 'clean
technologies.' The inability of the manufacturing
processes to detoxify their products has created
the waste crisis. The other action that is urgently
required is for the environmentalists to work in
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close collaboration with the industrial/manufacturing sector to determine the long-term ecological impact of a particular product or process prior
to their mass production."
—Beverly A. Miller, UNEP/Caribbean
Environment Programme
ENERGY "Because women's time and energy are
finite quantities, planners of energy projects
should have a good understanding of how these
quantities are used before embarking on detailed
project design. If we accept that 'the real energy
crisis is women's time' (Tinker, 1987), one of the
main criteria to judge the merits of an energy
project should be whether it will enable women to
use their time in the best manner. More than one
project has produced disappointing results because it failed to recognize women's priorities."
—Maurizia Tovo, Sociologist,
The World Bank
ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY SYSTEMS

"We need to change our consumption and production patterns themselves. Preventing pollution,
so that it doesn't become transferred from water
to air to land and back again, is more environmentally and cost effective than end-of-pipe treatments. What we really need is processes and
products which are designed to save on energy
and raw material resources while at the same
time prevent waste and pollution, from the moment they are conceived and designed, through
production, up until their components are returned to the environment."
—Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel,
UNEPIIndustry& Environment

QUOTABLE QUOTES

"If women are to
'clean up the mess,'
they have a right to
challenge the
people and institutions which create
the problems."
—Peggy Antrobus, WAND
and DAWN, Barbados

"We are here to say
that no country,
whether it is a
great economic
power, a developing nation, or a
nation in chaotic
transition, has the
right to call itself a
democracy when it
denies equal
participation in
policy-making to
women."
—Bella Abzug, Co-chair,
WEDO, New York

HOW BAD IS IT?
SOME FRIGHTENING FACTS
The UN estimates that there are now over 15

million refugees in the world, nearly the total
population of Australia: 6.8 million are in Asia;
4.6 million in Africa; more than 1 million in North
America; and more than 1 million in Latin
America. Approximately 1 million are in Europe and Oceania. At least 75 percent are women
and children.
Since July, 1945, about 1900 nuclear bombs have
been exploded in the atmosphere and underground. The explosive force of" these tests totals
about 40,000 times the force of the Hiroshima
bomb, which was itself 1,000 times the force of a
World War II blockbuster.
Since 1988, of Africa's millions of inhabitants,
100 million lack food security, and 30 million
people in six countries face direct starvation. An
estimated 9,000 deaths occur daily in Africa due
to malnourishment.
If present world trends continue, by the year
2,000 one-third of the world's productive land will
have eroded; a million species will be annihilated;
a billion more people will compete for resources;
and the world's climate will change, with enormous and unknown consequences for all.
Every year 15 million acres of farmland are lost
while another 50 million acres lose their productive capacity. Tropical forests are disappearing
at the rate of nearly an acre a second. Ten trees
are being cut for every one planted.
Nearly two billion people have inadequate drinking water, and three billion lack proper sanitation. Pollutants in U.S. drinking water (e.g.;
arsenic, mercury, lead, cadmium) are responsible for health problems from cancer to birth
defects.

WHAT CAN I DO?

violates standards of environmental
responsibility, write to directors and
officers to make your views known.

Lobby your legislators and the
United Nations. Remind them that
"PrepCom 3" (preparatory
meeting for UNCED) mandated that
women be included in Agenda 21.

Do an inventory of your own
buying and using habits. Reuse,
recycle, renew! Practice an
environmentally-friendly lifestyle,
including buying products that do not
harm the environment.

1
2

4
5

Learn what international standards have been developed to
preserve and protect the environment. The most basic standard is
the World Conservation Strategy —
Living Resource Conservation for
Sustainable Development 1990,
available from the UN Environment
Programme.

Celebrate and draw attention to
such events as Earth Day (April
21), World Environment Day
(June 5), and Arbor Day (last
Friday in April). Use such milestones as
political rallying points within your
community and beyond.

Monitor your community. Are
environmental laws in place and
enforced? Write letters of support
if so, condemnation if not. If
you're a stockholder in a company that

The Green Library
Box 5120
S-220 05 LUND
Sweden
Contact: Ninna Widstrand

3
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ORGANIZATIONS

Greenpeace Action
1436 U St. NW, No. 201A
Washington, DC 20009
202-462-8817
GROOTS International
(Grassroots Organizations
Operating Together in
Sisterhood)
c/o Caroline Pezzullo
One Sherman Sq. #27L
New York, NY 10023
Fax 212-799-5161
World Watch Institute
1776 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 10036
202-452-1999
Friends of the Earth
International
26-28 Underwood St.
London Nl 7JQ, UK
Fax 44 071 490-0881
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even if unlicensed. In
Paris in 1 3 2 2 , a certain
I Jacoba Felicie was
prosecuted by the medical
faculty of the University
for practicing without
their degree of the
Chancellor's license. A
witness testified that he
had heard it said that she
W III •:> COMPASSION WAS THE OM.1 >IIIH< l \ i : was wiser in the art of
surgery and medicine
responsible for most of
•" I rom earliest
the doctoring in hospices, than the greatest master
I J _ times, women
or doctor or surgeon in
such as the St.
1
have nursed the
Paris."
mS
sick and cared for Janshopital in Bruges,
In the Memling Museum,
newborns and the elderly Belgium.
Bruges, paintings by Jan
in their homes. Childbirth
Barbara Tuchman in A
Beerblock ( 1 7 3 9 - 1 8 0 6 )
was entirely in the hands Distant Mirror, the
reveal his imagined view
of trained midwives.
Calamitous 14th Century
(Knopf), writes: "Some
From the 1 3th to 1 5th
women practiced as
century, women were
professors or doctors
20

of the sidewards in the
14th century hospice. In
the 13th century, this
splendid hospice served
as a compassionate
refuge for the sick and
dying and records reveal
women were practicing
medicine here. Wayfarers
found here clean beds
and decent meals.
The charitable hospital
was the single most
valuable contribution of
the Medieval West. The
Christian religion placed
great hope and reliance
on the help of God and
the saints in the cure of
illness.
In Bruges, Sisters
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Women Healers
Past &Present
An Historical View of
Women in Medicine
from Earliest Times
to Today
by Beatrice Levin
FEMALE ARAB
DOCTORS—
Where Double
Standards Meet

JAN BEERBLOCK, MEMUNG MUSEUM

tenderly ministered to the
sick and dying, and
comforted the survivors.
Nuns were cooks, laundresses, nurses and
scrubwomen. Other
women, wives, widows or
daughters of physicians,
who had passed examinations before a commission, received "licenses
to practice" medicine. In
the Middle Ages, treat- ~
ment usually involved
"bloodletting" — even
before the patient was v _
admitted, often while
hospitalized and again
when leaving — if the
sick soul survived.
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a drive-in to the city in a convoy with 70 other women who
had learned to drive abroad.
The sight of women doctors
protesting publicly for what is
The Gulf War, so fiercely op- probably the first time in hisposed by Middle Easterners, tory has placed in sharp relief
caused rejoicing and rebellion a glaring contradiction of
among educated, sophisti- Middle Eastern society:
cated Arab women. It wasn't Throughout Arab history,
the war itself that they sup- women, though virtual prisported. These women, who oners outside their homes, are
still require their husbands' allowed to practice one of
permission to participate in society's most prestigious promixed gatherings and are for- fessions — medicine. This has
bidden to drive cars, thrilled been true since the beginning
to television images of Ameri- of their history.
can women working side-byThirty-five hundred years
side with men, flying helicop- before the birth of Christ, the
ters, servicing planes, driving record shows, Egyptian doctrucks, and tending the sick tors, female and male, were
and wounded in military clin- reknowned throughout the
ics.
world for their close, accurate,
As a result, emboldened fe- empirical observations of humale doctors in Yemen joined man anatomy and illness. Not
some 70 other protesting surprisingly, in the Pharaoh's
women on the streets of Aden court, where physicians had
to demand the release of po- both rank and influence, only
litical prisoners. In the same women doctors were allowed
city, a woman doctor publically to minister to the king's favordemanded that the govern- ite wife, as well as other memment appoint women among bers ofhis harem and the royal
the chiefmagistrates ofAden's offspring.
numerous districts. In Syria,
Much later, in 47 BC, after
200 women, a number of them Caesar burned two celebrated
physicians, protested in front royal medical libraries in Alof the presidential palace in exandria, Arab women trained
Damascus the continued use in medicine performed another
of martial law. And in Saudi
Arabia, women doctors staged
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crucial service. A few Latin
and Greek books escaped the
blaze, and, eager to help make
them available to a larger audience, these women translated and copied these books.
As a result, libraries throughout the Arab world became
impressive. In Arab Spain, the
Cordova library is believed to
have acquired 200,000 volumes of medical texts thanks
to the efforts of these dedicated women.
Throughout the middle ages,
the study of human anatomy
was forbidden in Catholic Europe. Christian dogma detested such "wordly knowledge," and the Jewish and
Moslem religions prohibited
the dissection of human cadavers or the pictorial representation of the human body.
Only verbal descriptions of
parts and sites of organs were
permitted. Throughout this
period, Arab armies crossed
the desert into the west and
plundered what few medical
texts and anatomical renderings remained. Again it was
female Arab copyists who preserved the knowledge of those
early Western writings and
drawings. They translated
them into Arabic, and adapted
their drawings and diagrams
into written form. It was these
women who discovered the
error ofthe previously accepted
western belief that the uterus
had seven parts.
The historical record also
shows that in the eighth century women were among the
6,000 students at Baghdad's

splendid medical school. Despite excellent training, the
women were confined to the
study and practice of obstetrics and alchemy. But a century later, in Ninth-century
Damascus, women doctors
were allowed to practice in all
areas of medicine. While they
were hardly given equal status with men physicians, the
most famous doctor of the period, Al Rhazes (860-932), author of the first pediatric book,
as well as the first to describe
measles, smallpox, and other
infectious diseases, paid them
grudging respect.
In one of his books he admitted that he had learned what
he knew about herbs from
women doctors. Headdedthat
women physicians were sensibly content first to try small
doses of mild medicines on
patients, before prescribing
the massive doses routinely
recommended by their male
colleagues. But most notably,
this great Islamic clinician
observed, "Women have
greater humanity than men.
Women doctors often succeed
with tenderness and optimism."
No Arab physician and medical author had a greater reputation than Avenzoar, born in
Seville around 1091, who became physician to a Sultan.
An enemy of quackery, superstition, and astrology, his work
was translated into Latin and
Hebrew and used in medical
schools throughout the world
for 500 years. Avenzoar
founded one of the great medical dynasties ofMohammedan
Spain. His daughter and

granddaughter, plus his son,
were physicians. Altogether,
seven generations of medical
women and men descendents
carried on his work.
Early Arab women doctors
have even been immortalized
in literature. One story in The
Arabian Nights gives insight
into what Arab medical students were taught in the
Middle Ages. It tells of an Arabic slave girl who was knowledgeable about medicine,
anatomy, and surgery, and
knew the answers to questions
posed by her medical teachers. She knew which veins to
open for bleeding and the antidotes to poisons.
Just as they do today, early
Arab women doctors went
about with their faces veiled
and their bodies covered from
head to foot in black robes.
(Their male counterparts wore
silk robes, damask coats with
flowing sleeves, and colorful
turbans.)
It wasn't until the beginning
of this century that female
Arab physicians began to
achieve the authority that
their male counterparts have
always taken for granted. That
was when the Egyptian government appointed a woman
physician to head one of its
departments. Improbably

named Sheldon Amos Elgood,
she earned her medical degree at London University, in
1900. She opened the first outpatient department for women
and children in an Egyptian
government hospital, and later
founded thefirstfree children's
dispensaries in Egypt. During
her lifetime she won Egypt's
highest honor, the Decoration
of the Nile, and was chosen for
the Order of the British Empire. In addition, she has won
a lasting place in the hearts of
Egypt's female physicians and
medical students for whom she
is still a role model.
Women doctors have also
been leaders in opposing outmoded, superstition-based
treatments. As recently as
1961, according to Dorothy
Van Ess, author of the study
Fatima and Her Sisters,
branding was still a favorite
cure-all in Arab countries. A
patient suffering from jaundice, Van Ess recounts, was
advised to drink buttermilk
with tumeric, eat watermelons and accept a branding on
the left wrist. Stomach trouble
was often treated by brandings
all over the abdomen. A
woman, losing her eyesight as
the result of corneal ulcers,
continued on pg 24
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I ^ his courier is
I
delivering a
/
certificate
ascertaining that
a priest has heard
confession and the
patient has been given
last rites. Without this
religious certificate, no
patient could be admitted, since the infirm
rarely left the hospital
alive.
JAN BEERBLOCK, MEMUNG MUSEUM
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/ uns
medievaland
do<tors

* l\l\ I used herbs and

J

V , drugs. Seme
drugs proved useful, such
as caster oil and camphor. The medieval
physician tried to induce
a kind of anesthetic with
the use of a liquid that
was mostly opium. Many
superstitions prevailed,
among them that the
stars and planets influenced health.
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nly Hie wealthiest
patients could buy
a little privacy
with curtains to
draw around Hioir bunk*.

O

JAN BEERBLOCK, MEMLING MUSEUM

had her eyeball branded. Opposition to this long-established, deeply-rooted practice
came not from modern, male
physicians, but from the
women doctors.
Female physicians in the
Middle East have also been
the ones to buck powerful cultural currents that write off
sick people. As one Egyptian
doctor observed recently, "The
value of human life is considered unimportant. Sometimes
the sick are not even brought
food. Inshallah, it is God's
will."
Now, slow change has accelerated into a revolution, albeit a fairly quiet one. Prestigious Arab institutions, like
Saudi Arabia's King Faisal
School of Medicine in
Damman, founded in 1975
with an international faculty,
are now training women doctors in record numbers. In
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1978, there were only 318
Saudi nationals practicing
medicine in that country. They
comprised only eight percent
of all doctors in the nation. Yet
one-third to one-half of the
King Faisal medical students
at that time were women. Each
year, the number of female
medical students increases.
Despite such encouraging
progress, men and women students at King Faisal in the
1970s and even now are totally segregated. Ifthe lecturer
is male, the women can only
hear and see him on closed
circuit television. Nonetheless,
since the '70s, young women
medical students have been
sent by the school into villages
for some hands-on experience.
At first there was fear that
they might be attacked by conservative villagers, or worse,
by the paid religious police or
the army. But the young
women were welcomed. Since
then, on these trips, a few dar-

ingly have dropped their veils
inside villagers' homes, and
others have donned blue jeans
under their abayas. The late
Roy G. Smith, M.D., their
American professor at King
Faisal medical school who instituted the trips, later wrote
in Behind The Veil in Saudi
Arabia (1979), that afterward,
both male and female medical
students were required to
present papers on their field
experiences. To begin with, the
young men snickered at the
reports of the women which
they heard through closed circuit TV. But as they grasped
the women's growing aggressiveness, emotional growth,
and astute criticism, Smith reported, the snickering stopped.
"We are now at a crossroad,"
says Hoda Badran of Egypt, a
leading campaigner for
women's rights. Today, at the
University of Tunis, an attractive medical student named

Rawaa wears jeans, a silk head
scarf, and make-up. She could
be taken for a Parisian. Rawaa
promises to change her society and demand a greater say
in her life. "Forget it," she says
at the mention of the traditional arranged marriage.
Like other Arab women,
Rawaa is angry. Throughout
the centuries, women have
always obeyed the rules which
men told them were in the
Koran. Now young women
read the book for themselves
and discover that many of
these dicta are nowhere to be
found. As women doctors increase in numbers and continue to practice in the remote
villages and family clinics of
their countries, they seem destined to be not just healers of
their sick and superstitious
compatriots, but of their entire society.
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i Jh* Sisters set a
f
precedent for
/
Belgium's first
I ^~
woman doctor,
Anne Catherine Albertine
Isala van Diest, ( 1 8 4 2 1916), born in Louvain,
the daughter of a doctor.
Isala, her five sisters and
one brother all received
the same education, most
unusual for the times.

After the death of her
brother, Isala was
determined to be a
doctor. She successfully
graduated from the
undergraduate college in
Berne, Switzerland and,
returning home to

Louvain, demanded
admission to medical
school. The rector offered
her a chance to take
physiology and midwifery
only. No, she replied, she
wanted a medical degree.
So she went back to
Berne where she was
admitted to study in the
Faculty of Medicine. Van

Diest received a medical
degree in 1877 with a
thesis on a South American medicinal plant. In
1 8 8 2 - 8 3 , she registered
for courses in surgery and
obstetrics. She practiced
in Brussels from 1884 to
1903.
Not until 1890 did the
House of Representatives
in Belgium "consecrate
the right of women to
practice medicine and
pharmacy," without
discrimination against
them, reaffirming a law
of 1876 that permitted
women to all the "various branches of the art of
healing." The first
woman graduate in
medicine at Brussels was
Clemence Everaert (in
1803), and the first at
Ghent is believed to be
Bertha DeVriese (in
1900).

SOME PIONEERS
The Hard Fight for
Equality

free to follow careers, because
they can afford to; they pay
servants a pittance. In the
countryside, Turkish women
still live in the 14th century.
Swiss universities were the
first to accept women on an
equal basis with men. In 1854,
the University of Zurich offered undergraduate and
medical degrees to women. In
the first years, the number of
women studying medicine
ranged between one and eight,
and by 1872-3 climbed to 88.
Many of the women studying
medicine in Zurich (and later
in Bern) were Russian. The
undergraduate preparation of
the women was unequaled
anywhere. The medical faculty reported few problems
resulting from mixed classes.
Ten women passed the M.D.
examination in the early years
of the school, and three Russian women achieved the degree in three years instead of

the normal four and a half.
When, in 1863-64, a Russian-university charter prohibited the acceptance of
women to study science or
medicine, Russian women
flocked to the University of
Zurich. The first Russian
women to graduate from the
University as physicians were
M.A. Bokova and Nadya
Prokofievna Suslova. Dr.
Suslova graduated within two
years of her acceptance to
Zurich!
Having prohibited women
from pursuing a medical education in Russia, hospitals
found a severe doctor shortage on their hands in 1869. As
a result, in 1872, the Czarist
government opened the
Women's Medical Courses in
St. Petersburg. The first degree there was conferred on
Varvara Alexandra Kashe-

varova-Rudneva. She had
studied at the Institute for
Midwives in St. Petersburg in
1861, and graduated in 1862.
After a year of delivering babies, she applied to the MedicoSurgical Academyfromwhich
she graduated in December,
1868, with a gold medal for
excellent scholarship.
When her name was called,
the graduating class gave her
an ovation that seemed to rise
to the ceiling, sending shock
waves through the assembly.
Her insignia was presented to
her. Her fellow students lifted
her on a chair as though she
were a bride. She was carried
with triumphant songs
throughout the hall, while applause thundered around her.
By 1879, about a fourth of
the total medical school population of Zurich were women;
continued on pg 42

In the United States, women
have fought long and hard for
equality in the medical profession. But was there less discrimination abroad against
women in medicine?
Anecdotal evidence supports
the view that most countries
have sex-bias built in, in the
way women are treated as individuals, as potential scholars and as patients. Surprisingly, women in academia
have faced the least disadvantage in Turkey, where they
hold at least 25 percent of the
Ph.D.s, university positions
and M.D.s, and face little bias
in the social sciences. However, Turkish women have
been emancipated only recently, and then only in cities.
There, professional women are
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An Interview with
Linda Backiel
by Patricia Lynden

Last year, New York
defense lawyer, Linda
Backiel, was sent to
jail for refusing to
testify against a client
who had jumped bail.
The client, Elizabeth
Duke, a self-described
re vol utionary, had fled
five years before in
October 1985, while
awaiting trial on
charges of storing
explosives and illegal firearms in
Doylestown, Pennsylvania. Prosecutors believe that Duke left
behind a note telling
of her intent to disappear, and that Backiel,
who acknowledged
that she had spoken
to Duke just before she

fled, was the last person to have it.
Backiel was subpoenaed by the grand
jury to testify about
the note. She refused
on grounds that to do
so would violate the
Constitutionally-protected attorney-client
privilege and undermine her ability to
gain the trust of her
clients. Backiel was
sent to Bucks County
Prison where she
spent the first half of
1991. Here she describes the experience
to On the Issues Senior Editor Patricia
Lynden and explains
why the government
waited so long to turn
its attention to Duke's
bail jump half a decade before.

Pl:Why were you jailed five years after
you refused to testify against your client,
Elizabeth Duke?
LB:My jailing had absolutely nothing to
do with Duke and everything to do with
another case I was working on four years
before in Puerto Rico. That was the most
publicized political trial there in decades.
It ended in the acquital of my client,
Filiberto Ojeda Rios, an independence
movement leader who was charged with
assaulting eight FBI agents in 1985. So
my jailing was not at all delayed; it was
very timely. It was just the wrong case.
I was subpoenaed two weeks to the day
of Rios' release from jail. He had been
jailed for five years for resisting arrest;
he was never charged, or convicted, just
held on preventive detention. I managed
after three years of this to get him released on bail. The Department of Justice was terrified that he would go back to
Puerto Rico and start organizing again.
So, in May of 1988, they arrested him
once more for resisting arrest in 1985.
This new period of preventive detention
for an old event was legal. The Preventive Detention Act allows the government to incarcerate people without charging them with a crime. We challenged it
all the way to the Supreme Court and
lost. Riosfinallygot a trial in Puerto Rico
that lasted for a month. The jury went
out and over dinner found him not guilty
of eight counts of assaulting the FBI and
resisting arrest. He was released in
Puerto Rico. It was the Department of
Justice's nightmare come true. Two weeks
to the day after his release, the case
agents came to my door with a subpoena.
P1:I take it you're not the only lawyer
who has been subpoenaed for refusing to
testify against your client.
LB:I'm not the only one who's been subpoenaed by a long shot. But I know of only
one other lawyer in the past five years
who has been jailed for refusing to testify. Barry Wilson is his name and he's
also a National Lawyers Guild lawyer
who was jailed in New England.
PLIs there a trend here?
LB:It's a trend. Its parameters are unknown because often what the Department of Justice does is issue a subpoena
or threaten to issue one to a defense
attorney. The defense attorney decides
she doesn't want the hassle. She cooperates so there's no formal proceeding.
PLDo defense attorneys regularly give
up their clients if the Justice Department pressures them to?
LB I won't say regularly. But it was unthinkable 15 years ago. Since then, the
Department of Justice has started being
very aggressive about using defense attorneys as a source of information and/or
looking for ways to divide defense attorneys from their clients. Usually this is
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not information that they can't get any
other way. It is part of what I see as an
attack on the adversary system ofjustice.
The Department of Justice doesn't like it
that we have that system. They don't like
it that in the last 10 to 15 years there
really has developed a different kind of
criminal defense bar: A criminal defense
bar that represents people charged in
Puerto Rico indictments, politically motivated cases and white collar cases. This is
a group of professional criminal defense
attorneys who are used to dealing with
very complex cases involving a lot of paper work. We do these kinds of cases over
and over again and have developed a
certain expertise that the run-of-the-mill
criminal defense attorney who almost
never does a federal case doesn't have.
PLWhat kinds of cases does the average
defense lawyer take?
LB:Drugs, white collar crime and political
crime, but they are almost always state
cases.
PL:You say this is a recent trend. But in
the '50s and '60s there was a tremendous
attack on defense lawyers who represented
leftists.
LB:That was different. They used to go
after radical lawyers for income tax evasion and a million different contempt
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charges — that kind of thing.
But this is new and it's dangerous in a
different way. It sends a message to clients that you can't trust your attorney or
the criminal defense bar in general. It's
one thing if you're politically controversial and accused of a crime and you come
to me and I know that I may be audited,
or prosecuted, or become the target of
government wrath because I defend you.
You know that, I know that. If I take your
case, I'm obviously willing to put up with
that.
But now if you come to me and say "Will
you go to jail before you'll testify against
me?," even if I say yes, you will have
reservations.
This is a much more sinister kind of
attack because it's an attack on our
adversarial system of justice. It undermines the notion that the accused has the
right to a vigorous defense. That may be
the only thing the accused has that is
sacred. The prosecution has all these
national and financial resources with
which to prosecute. Our system has until
recently held sacrosanct the right of the
accused to an advocate whose primary
obligation is to represent his interests.
That's what I understand the adversarial
system of justice to mean.
The other model is an inquisitorial system ofjustice and it looks at trials not as
an evenly-matched battle in which the
truth will come out under cross examination, but rather a bureaucratic procedure
in which everyone is doing his best to
establish the facts because we're not adversaries. It's the diametrical opposite of
the system that's envisioned in our Constitution. It's the only one we've worked
with or have a body of precedence for
regulating. And it is consistent with our
system of government.
If we're going to make a change, it
should be deliberate.
PL:Has this attack on the adverserial
system been challenged at the Supreme
Court?
lB:Not precisely. There are enough cases
of attorneys and others who hold confidential client records, challenging administrative subpeonasby the IRS. From
those we've learned that we're not going
to get any help from the Supreme Court,
especially today's Supreme Court.
Pl:Can you connect this up with other
recent trends in our society?
LB:It raises a major concern about a lack
of respect for the right to freedom of
thought, speech and association. It's a
real assault on the First Amendment.
PLThat has been under assault for as
long as we've been a nation. Isn't this just
a new way to be doing it?
LB:Yes, but there are sinister trends that
did not exist before. Of course, the First
Amendment is designed to protect what
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the Supreme Court has called everything
but fighting words. It is a protection for
controversy and nobody wants controversy and so the First Amendment is
always under attack.
The Supreme Court inRust vs. Sullivan
[in which counselors at Federally-funded
women's health clinics are not allowed to
mention abortion as an option] has just
made a distinction between funded and
unfunded speech saying that only funded
speech is worthy of protection, has any
rights. The argument is if the government wants to fund something, well, fine,
but it gets to pick what it funds and
therefore it gets to control the content.
I say, wait a minute! We're talking
about buying the right to speak, associate, to think, believe, to worship. They
are all in that same First Amendment.
This is a very, very cynical development
and it is a new trend. I see it as more
dangerous than the outright ideological
assaults of 30 and 40 years ago. Then the
government said: You're not allowed to
be a Communist. OK, let's say I am a
Communist or I won't say if I'm a Communist. Then Congress says: You're not
allowed to be a Communist. So we have a
fight about whether it's legitimate to
criminalize ideology.
What's happening now is much more
sophisticated. We're not talking about
criminalizing ideology. We're talking
about the government using funding to
controlfreespeech, association, behavior
and choice — and basing that on its
largesse.
PLSpeaking of funding, do you charge
standard fees?
LB:No way. My philosophy is I do not do
for money what I do for love. And I love
what I do.
PL:Do you make a living as a lawyer?
LB:I survive.
PL:Are you married?
LB:Only to my work.
PL:How did that happen?
LB:That's how I was born.
PLWhat circumstances were you born
into?
LB:I grew up in the country in Delaware.
Dairy farms were my universe. My father, who died when I was three, was a
Catholic political refugee from northern
Germany. It has often occurred to me
that there might be some relationship
between his being a political refugee in
exile and my very strong sense ofjustice.
Although my mother later remarried—I
took my stepfather's last name — I was
brought up in a predominantly female
world. My family was my mother, my
sister and my grandmother. Their politics were profoundly conservative, but I
got a lot of my values from my mother.
She is a very smart, altruistic person. I've
been able to take those values in a differON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992
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ent direction because of the privileges
I've had — namely, higher education. It
has made me understand politics.
PL:When did you decide to go into law?
LB:Actually, when I was 14.1 was talking
to a friend about what we wanted to be
when we grew up. I said I wanted to be a
lawyer.
PL:Do you feel that the Justice Department went after you because you are a
woman?
LB:To be very frank, I think that I had a
lot more leeway, sympathy and courtesy
because I was a woman.
While I was in jail there were a lot of
issues that were raised because I was a
woman. But that's separate. And they
weren't specific to me. They were issues
of all women in prison. I was in Bucks
County Prison, a county jail built only
five years ago. It held 500 men and 50
women. The prison administration looked
upon the presence of women as a clear
and present danger, as well as a liability
because women can get pregnant. And
pregnant women in jail is evidence of bad
supervision, misconduct and chaos. So
they basically restricted women away
from and out of all kinds of activities that
were open to men. They created a whole
series of absurd rules that kept women

from speakingto their brothers, husbands
or fathers who were also incarcerated
there.
We were allowed once a month or once
every two months, I don't remember
which, to order lipstick, face powder, blush
and eyebrow pencil. That was it. And at
one point they threatened to suspend
that. Why? Because they said the women
are abusing the makeup to entice the
men. While I was there, a man and a
woman were actually found in a bathroom in some state of disrepair and so this
was cited as a reason. The real reason
that the jail is paranoid about sexual
misconduct is because a number of years
ago a guard got a female inmate pregnant, and a number of years ago male
guards were abusing their power to get all
kinds of favors and do a few for female
inmates.
PL:What opportunities existed during
your stay to abuse your privileges with
men?
LB:None. The women were called to eat
first. After we were all served, the first
group of men was called. We were on one
side and they shuffled in to the other.
When the women were allowed to go to
the library — which was a good one —
men were not allowed. Men were allowed
access to the law library basically five
days a week, five or six hours a day.
Women had access one hour a day twice a
week.
PL: Well now, there is an issuerightthere.
LB:Yes, well here's another. The county
suddenly started saying that it had run
out of money to send womenfromjail to
work release. I knew a man who had pled
guilty to a couple of robberies who was
sentenced to three to six years and went
out on work release all while I was there,
within six months. I knew women, who
had come in for possession of drug paraphernalia,firstarrest, had three children
at home, and were never sent to work
release and are still there. And the answer was the county ran out of money for
work release for women. Since when does
money for work release come with sex?
There were a million different layers
and forms of discrimination. I had a friend
who applied to work in the medical unit
after the male prisoner who was working
there was released. She got back a little
official communication from the institution saying — "We're sorry we don't hire
women for this." I said, "Grieve it." She
grieved it and they said, "you're right,"
and they gave her the job for a while. Then
theyfiredher because she ostensibly had
access to a record that said when she was
scheduled to go out for a pap smear.
Prisoners aren't allowed to know when
they're taking trips outside the institution.
People told me that a lot of things
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changed when I came in. I was the only
lawyer there. They were worried about
what would happen when I left because
the jail administration knew that I was a
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week human
rights monitor right there on the inside,
and that is the worst nightmare of an
institution like this.
I did try very hard to resolve problems
while I was there. A woman who came in
two and a half months pregnant, said to
me, "I want an abortion." I said "It's your
absolute right. Just insist on it." About a
month later she came to me and said "My
Parole Officer is not going to lift the
detainer so that I can get out to get an
abortion." By then she was in her second
trimester, and the prison said it was too
late for an abortion.
I got the Women's Law Project in Philadelphia to talk to the jail and read them
the decision that makes it very clear that
it really doesn't matter which trimester
she's in. They've got to pay for the abortion. They were not happy about it, but
they did it. The next woman who came in
pregnant got her abortion the first trimester.
PL:How were you able to function as a
champion of rights in the prison?
LB:I didn't set out to do it although I
guess it was inevitable. I didn't make a
fanfare about who I was or why I was
there, but word got around. Everybody
who came in sooner or later was told,
"This lady up in Cell 40, Miss Linda, she's
a lawyer and she'll help you out." Just
about everybody came to me for one thing
or another. It got so that guards were
screening my calls.
There was one guard who, when I would
come back from working in the library at
4:30, would say to me "Is the law office
open tonight or are you taking calls?" At
other times she would just discourage
people and take it upon herself to say,
"No, she's just too tired."
PLHow ironic that they became your
protectors.
LB:They did. I had excellent relationships with the guards but they were formal. I felt that my role was to set an
example for everyone and I really avoided
fraternizing with guards. Some of them
were lovely and could have easily been
my friends. I let them know it in very
quiet, reserved ways, but I did not pal
around with the guards.
It was an issue of special privileges. The
other issue was that prisons are antihuman, repressive institutions. The
people who work as guards don't have a
lot of choices for employment which is
why they're there. They are part of this
anti-human repressive system; that's
their job. I have a lot of sympathy for their
plight because it's an impossible task, an
ugly task and many of them — women —
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do it with a great deal of humanity. I
really appreciate that.
On the other hand, institutionally there's
a big difference between being a prisoner
and a guard. It's a difference in power and
I felt that it was important to maintain
those separate roles. I was one of the
powerless and I was on the side of the
powerless. I was not going to pull rank, or
class privilege, or age, which was even
more significant. I'm 46 and most of the
inmates there are in their 20s.
PL:Did they get a lot of drugs in prison?
LB:The prison over-prescribes psychotropic drugs, yes. Everyone knew that if
you went to the mental health services
and said, "I'm having trouble sleeping,
I'm really depressed," they would give
you increasingly stronger doses. Not a lot
of people chose to do that.
PL:Did prison make you a better person
or a worse person?
LB:Prison made me a better person but it
doesn't do that for most people. I want to
be very clear about that. I chose prison
because I thought that my going to jail for
the reasons I went to jail, and whatl could
learn by being there, what I could do for
incarcerated women after coming out,
would be very valuable. I also knew that
it was going to be a real test of my inner

strength, my ability to survive, my self
control — all of those things. And although I wasn't really up for all of those
challenges I looked at them as challenges
rather than threats.
PL: And did it become a test of your ability
to survive?
LB:Oh, it did. I think it taught me a lot
about discipline and strength. I was in a
situation where I was constantly under
observation. A little more than everyone
else, I think. There was an issue ofwhether
I was going to break down and testify and
the judge's theory was: We'll send this
nice little middle-class lady lawyer off to
jail and we'll see how she likes it there
and within a couple of weeks she'll come
crawling back to us. My behavior in jail
was definitely a factor in the judge's assessment of whether I was going to change
my mind or not.
I felt both for that reason, and for my
own dignity, that it was important to be
in control of the situation at all times. To
not show any degree of being upset, concerned, worried, anxious, nervous or depressed.
So I kept busy. I did a lot of work, and I
created and maintained a very firm line
about my own personal code of conduct—
what was right and wrong. Mainly it was
about trust. The best illustration of that
is the issue about locking doors. Most of
the time, half of the people were double
cell and half were not. During two brief
periods I had a roommate, but mostly I
had my own cell. The general rule is when
you leave your room, you lock your door so
that nobody can steal from you. There is
this level of cynicism and mystery about
human nature in jail. Maybe for obvious
reasons. But I rejected it and refused to
lock my door. Sometimes other inmates
and guards would say to me, "You forgot
to lock your door." And I would say "I
don't lock my door. What I have I share."
Things got taken from other people's cells.
Everyone knew that I always had coffee
which people in prison were desperate
for. They would ask me and if I didn't
have it, or if I didn't have enough to make
it through the next week, I would say so.
If I had it, I shared. That was my policy,
and no one stole from me.
PLDid anybody else follow your example?
LB:No. I think there was a realistic assessment that I was a very special person,
in the unit. I was treated with the most
incredible respect. It was embarassing.
Everyone there called me "Miss Linda."
PLAre you fearless now?
IB:I'm pretty fearless. The one thing that
prison does for everyone is take away the
fear of prison and for me that was a good
thing. It's the only thing that society
holds over the heads of a lot of people and
once they're there, it doesn't have that
effect any more.
•
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

•iiiiiiniiiiiiii

SHIRLEy

ABBOTT
1

I
I
i
i

First, there was

Womenfolks:
Growing Up Down

i

South (Ticknor &
Fields, 1983), Shirley
Abbott's stupendous
memoir of growing up in
1940s'Arkansas, a daughter of Southern womanhood, writing a book about
people who are tough, calculating and alternately sweet,
simple and smart. Now, there is

The Bookmaker's Daughter
(Ticknor & Fields, 1991), a more
personal book, looking at the fatherdaughter bond and the way manhood's
reach affects those in its orbit. Both
books are staggeringly beautiful tributes,
critical and focused, honest and forthright.
"I came to New York in 1956, just out of
college," she tells me, traces of her Southern

roots still evident in her
speech. "First I
worked at Henry
Holt and Company.
I forget what I was
called, something as
lofty as editorial assistant. Then I applied for a
Fulbright. I got it and went
to France. I came back besotted with French culture
and started grad school at Columbia, intending to get a
Master's in French. I thought I'd
teach. But one day, while sitting
in the grad lounge, I realized I
didn't want to teach French. So I
left, never completing the degree. It
was a wonderful year, reading French
literature, but it wasn't going to advance any career goals."
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Tentatively reaching for a toehold into
the world of letters, Abbott took a job at
Horizon Magazine, a brand new publication devoted to history and the arts. She
stayed at Horizon until 1976, leaving
shortly before the magazine folded, and
after climbing the rungs from fact checker
to photo researcher to editor. "I loved the
job," she says. "To work at a job where you
get an education every day is a rare, rare
thing. It was there that I learned my craft
as an editor and eventually as a writer.
All my life, since childhood, I had wanted
to be a writer.
"As a child I scribbled and wrote all the
time, but I had no idea what it meant to
be a writer. I didn't know you had to have
something to write about, a material
within you to draw on. It never occurred
to me that my own background could be
my material.
"I was a white woman from Arkansas.
When you said you were from Arkansas
in the late 1950s, people saw Little Rock.
They saw Governor Faubus closing the
schools rather than admit Black children
and they saw Eisenhower bringing in the
National Guard. The integration of Carter
High was a watershed in my life. It asked
me which side I was on.
"I went to see my parents in the summer
of 1957, after the Guard had reopened the

schools so that those 12 Black children
could be led in. The rage I saw around me,
in people who had until then spoken in
sweet Southern voices....Here they were,
offering to go out in the streets with guns.
I had never been confronted with this
kind of racism before. I looked around !
and said, 'I hate this place. I want no more
to do with this.' It became hard to admit
where I came from. New Yorkers would
look at me and ask when I attended my
last lynching. The racism of the North
hadn't been brought to my attention yet."
Instead, Abbott got caught up in the
magic, the literary glitter with which :

HOMEPLACES: Stories of the South by
Women Writers edited by Mary Ellis
Gibson (University of South Carolina
Press; $29.95 hardcover, $14.95 paperback)

never past," he muses. "The past is like
one of those big redwoods. You cut off the
top and leave what you can't get at. Even
safe inside his car, safe inside his era, he's
felt as if he were running — only steps
ahead of some ancestor African — disoriented, afraid, rough feet clouded in red
dust, running in circles. He's sworn that
he would never return to Mississippi. But
in the end, it didn't matter. The world
was Mississippi."
Like Ben, Sarah, the protagonist of Alice
Walker's oft-anthologized "A Sudden Tri p
Home in the Spring," is aware, always, of
her outsider status. An art student, her
work involves carving the faces of women,
strangers and kin, and ignoring the
myriad countenances of men. Suddenly,
upon returning home, she understands
why: It is the face of defeat that she
cannot bear to replicate.
But it is not only women of color who
write about race. Elizabeth Spencer's 1987
story, "The Business Venture," like the
previously cited two, looks racism
squarely in the eye, but from the mindset of a white, upwardly mobile, middleclass constituency. Here, NelleTownsend
does the purportedly impossible. A single
woman, she starts a dry cleaning business with the help of Robin, a Black male.
While tongues wag, race and gender issues are brilliantly intertwined: "Just

Homeplaces, those complex locales filled
with joy and pain, confusion and straightout fact, are the fodder for Mary Ellis
Gibson's excellent anthology, Stories of
the South by Women Writers. Here, 18
short stories by eight writers, four African-American and four white, allow us to
peek into psyches and souls, hearts and
minds, of families and friendship networks. Along the way, attitudes — on
race, sex, coming of age, violence, death,
you name it, it's all here — are put to the
test and scrutinized. But the lens through
which perceptions are filtered is Southern, and invariably, delightfully, skewed. I
In her introduction, Ellis Gibson writes
that she agrees with Reynolds Price's
observation that "if any single characteristic distinguishes Southern literature
from the literature of other regions, it is
the importance of race."
Nowhere is race, or racism, more
poignantly described than in Opal Moore's
"A Pilgrim Notebook." Ben, an emigre to
the American North, returns to his place
of birth to witness, 31 years after the
fact, his football buddy's induction into
their college's Hall of Fame. "The past is
32
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New York's reputation is gilded. Part of
the allure was the allure of the city,
something fueled by Abbott's father's tales
of life in Chicago, a place where art was
accessible to the masses, where theaters
brought famous actors to the stage, where
music of all kinds was available. Not
wanting to replicate his experience,
Abbott sought Eastern shores. "New York
was where publishing was. I knew a lot of
writers lived here and I thought if I was
around writers I'd become one. New York
in those days, the 1950s and '60s, was still
a very romantic place. When I saw Washington Square I went out of my mind.
This was it.
"Still, I went for years thinking my
background was unmentionable. It was a
long, painful process. I didn't just wake
up and say 'Oh, I'll write about my background.' I started writing Womenfolks
with the idea of interviewing women like
Rosalyn Carter and Loretta Lynn. But I
realized this was not what I wanted to do.
I wanted to write about Southern women
I knew, my mother and my Aunt Laura,
the woman who sent me the mandate to
find out who we were and where we came
from. Laura had moved to Oregon when
she was around 40 and had begun to
Continued on pg 39
that they're saying things about Nelle
and that Black, Robin, works for her,"
says one member of the group. "Well,
they're in the same business," I venture.
"Whatever it is, people don't like it. They
say she goes out to his house after dark.
That they spend too much time over the
books....Nelle's gotten too independent is
the thing," said Pete. "She thinks she can
live her own life."
Living one's own life, in some cases
copying the manners and mannerisms of
the community and eschewing rebellion,
as in two of Shirley Ann Grau's stories.
"Flight" and "One Summer," or living a
life more-or-less of one's own invention,
as in Molly Best Tinsley's "Zne" or Elizabeth Spencer's "First Dark," is the immperative of Homeplaces. And it is an i
perative that works.
:
Homeplaces is an ambitious book, me
one
that reflects changing politics and changing social mores. "As the South has been
redefined by urbanization, suburbanization, changes in women's roles,
integration and the continuing struggle
against racism, Southern writers have
taken the measure of these changes,"
writes Ellis Gibson. Homeplaces proves
her correct, and is a must-read for anyone
interested in the burgeoning genre of
Southern women's fiction.
—E.J.B.
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

CHOICE BOOKS
RU 4 8 6 : THE PILL THAT COULD END
THE ABORTION WARS AND WHY
AMERICAN WOMEN DON'T HAVE IT
by Lawrence Lader (Addisen Wesley
Publishing Company, Reading, MA;
$16.95 hardcover)
RU 4 8 6 : MISCONCEPTIONS, MYTHS
AND MORALS by Janice C. Raymond,
Renate Klein and Lynette J. Dumble
(Institute on Women and Technology, Dept. of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, Cambridge, MA 0 2 1 3 9 ;
$10.95 paperback)

NOW and the Fund for the Feminist
Majority are leading the fight to get RU
486, "the French abortion pill," released
on the U.S. market. They paint a polarized picture: Hundreds of thousands of
good women and their doctors clamor to
get their hands on this "miracle drug"
while an evil army of antiabortionists
terrorizes the drug companies and government to block imports of the new pill.
In the grip of this melodrama, any complicated feminist questions about the
health benefits of RU 486 get swept away.
Why has RU 486 been embraced so
passionately by leading women's groups?
They believe the new drug provides a
breakthrough in reproductive freedom.
RU 486 — always given in conjunction
with prostaglandins — can be administered before seven weeks of pregnancy,
while vacuum abortions are usually postponed until the eighth week because it is
possible to miss a tiny two-month embryo. As Larry Lader writes in his book,
he hopes "moderate opponents of abortion might be persuaded to reexamine
their objections in light of the drug's biological significance. When a woman taking the pill produces only a heavy menstrual flow, there is absolutely no sign of
personhood, nothing even resembling a
potential finger or toe. What, then, could
a moderate observer think has been
'killed?"
In the current moral climate surrounding abortion, removing the embryo before
it has developed will indeed ease the
minds of many women. This is the significance of RU 486. (Even this is more complicated than the boosters acknowledge.
It could take a woman three days to abort,
and then the unlucky ones who don't
abort would need a second procedure.)
As we face the impending likelihood of
the Supreme Court's reversal of Roe v.
Wade, we consider the possibility that a
doctor's use of RU 486 may be harder to
police than conventional abortion clinics.
However, in the face of adversity, we
must not ignore the "down side" of RU
486. The artificial chemical induction of
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miscarriage may have a higher price than is RU 486 and how does it work," and
we now recognize. What about DES, the "The role of prostaglandins: Known and
morning-after pill, the Dalkon Shield IUD, unknown dangers," the women from IWT
and many other reproductive solution scrupulously examine the studies done
dreams that turned into nightmares?
on RU 486 and PG, together and sepaTo make up their minds about RU 486, rately. Without embarking on a lengthy
all feminists should read two books: RU scientific journey, let me cite their most
486: The Pill that Could End the Abortion compelling health concerns.
Wars and Why American Women Don't RU 486/PG side effects include bleedHave It by writer and abortion campaigner ing, pain, vomiting, nausea, diarrhea,
Larry Lader, and RU 486: Misconcep- and increased heart rate. In 1990, the
tions, Myths and Morals by Janice makers of RU 486 issued a warning
Raymond of the Institute for Women and against administering chemical abortion
Technology in Cambridge, MA., and co- to older women and women at cardiovasauthors, Renate Klein and Lynette cular risk (smoking, obesity, high cholesDumble. That's the best way to get two terol, high blood pressure, diabetes). The
sides of the story — two sides so different full mechanisms of both RU 486 and PGs,
it's hard to believe the authors are talk- and their interaction, are incompletely
understood. The medical and pharmaing about the same drug.
For example, here's Lader on the pri- ceutical approach to new drugs is,first,to
vacy issue: "RU 486 not only eliminates prove that "they work" to solve a certain
the need for surgery and minimizes the illness or condition, and then to find out
negative impact on the hormonal system exactly how by putting them to work.
PGs alone have been used in Europe
of the birth control pill, but it could move
the setting of abortion to the privacy of since the late 1970s for early abortions.
the doctor's office and keep reproductive Women's health activists in Switzerland
choice totally within the control of doctor and Germany have protested against this
procedure with the slogan "For Humane
and patient."
Now read Raymond et al. on the same Abortion—Against Prostaglandins," saysubject: "What is the meaning of a 'pri- ing that PG abortion is dragged out and
vate' and 'de-medicalized' abortion that painful, and that introducing synthetic
requires three or four doctor's visits to a enzymes into women's bodies may have
specialized centre, includes the taking of serious long-term effects. PGs are iramutwo and perhaps five hazardous drug nosuppressants, used in organ transcombinations, is accompanied by vaginal plants to combat rejection. This means
ultrasound, and too often has complica- they lower resistance to infection. Antions ranging from moderate bleeding to other fear is about what happens to the
severe pain, and for some women, blood four percent of women who fail to abort
transfusions? If this is a private and de- with RU 486/PG. If they do not return to
medicalized abortion experience, then the the clinic for a D-and-C abortion, they
word 'private' has lost its definitional may be carrying to term a fetus whose
development is altered by the drugs.
moorings."
The main argument advanced by proIf Lader reads like a happy-faced brochure touting RU 486, Raymond delivers ponents of RU 486 is "choice." Lader says
a black-rimmed death notice. Misconcep- that women would prefer a chemical abortions, Myths and Morals opens with the tion to vacuum abortions: "In addition to
story of the first reported victim of RU eliminating the bodily invasion of vacuum
486 and prostaglandins (PG), a 31-year- abortion, RU 486 helps a woman feel that
old French woman in her 13th pregnancy she is far more than flesh on a table
who died in the springof 1991 from cardio- subject to medical routine. It guarantees
vascular complications of the pros- the sensitivity of a patient and makes her
master of her life." He gives three reataglandin Nalador.
The drive to get RU 486 into the U.S. is sons: It is not physically invasive; it can
predicated on the argument that it's safe, be performed in a doctor's office; and it is
effective and even preferable to vacuum gradual, "natural," like a miscarriage.
Raymond, Klein and Dumble challenge
abortion. Lader does mention some of the
risks, but he dismisses them with infor- the claim that RU 486/PG is natural and
mation provided by drug trials, using noninvasive: "At a time when the rest of
words like "virtually no side effects" or the planet is being warned about the
"the miniscule number of women who risks of chemical fixes, there is an enorfailed to end their pregnancies with the mous increase in the number and kinds of
drugs that are being prescribed for
pill."
Contrast Lader's uncritical approach to women....Can we be disturbed about
medical research with the skepticism of chemically fed plants and animals and
Raymond, Klein and Dumble, all femi- remain unconcerned about chemically fed
nist specialists in medical ethics and re- women?"
Misconceptions, Myths and Morals
productive technologies. In chapters titled
"Claims for RU 486/PG abortion," "What raises further ethical issues that must
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give us pause. The authors distinguish
between the benefits of RU 486/PG for
the health-care system and the benefits
for women. RU 486 may well offer health
providers a reprieve from Operation Rescue harassment and from the routine of
performing vacuum abortions. For researchers, RU 486/PG provide further
chances to "master reproduction" in the
laboratory.
One of Lader's key points is the benefit
of introducing RU 486/PG in Third World
countries. He labels the distribution plan
of manufacturer Roussel Uclaf "elitist"
for apparently targeting rich European
countries, ones that do not have large
Catholic populations. "If science is to
serve society and not just a corporation's
narrow objectives, the women's movement must build the strength to guarantee that elitist medicine will never dominate feminist priorities," he writes.
I scribbled in the margin in large red
letters, "On the contrary. Feminist movements have criticized drug testing on
Third World populations. Best to have
richer women in more developed systems
be the first widespread sample." It is
interesting to add that the IWT book
reports the "off-label" use of Misoprostol,
a prostaglandin, as an abortifacient in
Brazil, where abortion is illegal.
Misoprostol has been linked to incomplete abortions and to disabilities in newborns.
If Lader frets so much about elitism,
why does he state that the women who
prefer vacuum abortion over RU 486 are
"professionals with tight schedules" who
want everything done in one step? What
about non-elite women who don't have
time to drag out a miscarriage: Poor
women, working women, women with
many kids, women who live far from the
doctor's office or clinic where RU 486 is
administered and cannot make the trip
at least twice (once to take the pill, a few
days later for the prostaglandin)?
After more than 11 years of life with
Reagan and Bush, feminists look for allies wherever we can. In the face-off
against the antiabortion army, we find
ourselves comrades-in-arms with medical and pharmaceutical empires and what
we used to call "the population control
establishment." Raymond and her coauthors warn us that we will be swallowed up in coalitions with such powerful
partners who claim to speak for women's
reproductive freedom, but prescribe that
freedom be taken under strict medical
supervision.
Looking at science means more than
just amassing facts. It's the context, the
interpretation, that allows us to draw
conclusions. These two books examine
the same medical research to arrive at
opposite ends of the spectrum. The differ34

ence is in the ideology each brings to the
task: The liberalism of Lader, whose
touchstones are "choice," "privacy" and
"freedom of the market," or the radicalism of Raymond, Klein and Dumble,
which prefers "autonomy" and "self-determination."
—Jill Benderly
BLOOD MEMORY: An Autobiography
by Martha Graham (Doubleday, New
York; $ 2 5 . 0 0 hardcover)

When I interviewed Martha Graham a
few years ago, she was vibrant and wise.
Wonderful anecdotesfilledher conversation as she spoke about her life and work.
At 92, it was inevitable that she would
repeat stories I'd heard before, but since
she did so with such impressive energy,
my interest never waned. However, I
can't say the same for her recently- published autobiography. Without smiles or
laughs to punctuate the recitation of
facts, they read as flatly as the phone
book. When the great live this long, the
public has learned almost everything
there is to know about them. An autobiography written so late in life must reveal
previously unknown material, or spin its
tale with special grace and intensity.
Blood Memory does neither; it is merely a
pale record of this incredibly interesting
and creative American woman.
I particularly wish she had written with
greater descriptiveness and feeling about
the 1920s when she was in the company
of such famous and soon-to-be-famous
artists as British choreographer Frederick
Cornell, photographer Alfred Stieglitz and
his wife, painter Georgia O'Keefe. Reading the great names and descriptions of
brilliant occasions, I regretted such lackluster treatment, for those must have
been thrilling times.
Graham only comes across as a sensitive and emotional woman when she
writes of the breakup of her long relationship with choreographer Erick Hawkins.
She includes some revealing passages
about it from her correspondence with
her analyst, Mrs. Frances Wickes, "Now
I think I understand the increasingness
of despair," Graham wrote to her. "Time
seems only to serve as a crucible wherein
fire intensifies the contents to its essence
and the result is a quick and earnest
poison utterly pure and incorrupt in its
action."
To the end, Graham remained the manic
creator, the inevitably disappointed artist who pushes on because there is no
alternative.
"I have a new ballet to do for the Spanish government, and I have been brooding about pointing it toward the transmigration of the goddess figure, from India
to Babylon, Sumer, Egypt, Greece, Rome,

Spain (with its Dama del Eiche), and the
American Southwest. And I am sure it
will be a terror and a joy, and I will regret
starting it a thousand times, and think it
will be my swan song, and my career will
end like this, and I will feel that I have
failed a hundred times, and try to dodge
those inevitable footsteps behind me. But
what is there for me but to go on? That is
life for me. My life."
—Valerie Gladstone
Valerie Gladstone, aNew York-based freelance writer, co-wrote Balanchine's
Mozartiana (1985).
GRANDMOTHERS OF THE LIGHT: A
Medicine Woman's Sourcebook by
Paula Gunn Allen (Beacon Press,
Boston; $19.95 hardcover)

At a time in which we need every bit of
help we can get to counteract the destructive forces unleashed against the planet
and its inhabitants, women's voices representing powerful traditional wisdom
have begun to be heard. With the publication of Grandmothers of the Light,
Paula Gunn Allen, anthropologist, poet,
scholar, medicine woman and spiritual
leader has created a dynamic guidebook
for our times. It is one that has deep
resonance with the core female/Goddess
principle in Native American sacred life
that has been so long hidden while masculine energies usurped its place.
The 21 stories in this collection provide
blueprints on how to honor the goddesses
and supernaturals who are with us always and how to live with dignity, integrity and beauty — as daughters, mothers, and wise women. Allen gives us the
earlier, tr aer versions ofthese traditional
tales from many different tribes, in which
strong women as key actors, not men,
walked the land, honoring the Earth
Mother goddesses and supernaturals. By
doing so, she has revealed information
that has been held sacred within the
group so that in this time of crisis all will
be helped.
These tales can be read, heard and felt
at several levels. The level of instruction
— how to behave with integrity within a
particular culture. Levels of inspiration
—atadeeper stratum, actual "road maps"
as Allen calls them, for those who are
seriously on the medicine path. In every
tale, she reclaims the female principle —
"the Mother Goddess" — origin of all, in
each cultural context. She makes us vividly aware of the interconnectedness of
four-legged and two-legged beings, the
plant world, and the world of supernatural spirits. We must honor all.
The 21 myths are grouped into origin
myths, ritual, magic, and tales of modern
times. They interweave between the munON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

dane world and the omnipresent world of variety of indigenous peoples, universal
spirit. Although the tales are ascribed to themes are that humans can converse
those who originally told or collected them, with immortals, that the planet is alive,
Allen poetically retells them so that they and that powerful kinship bonds spirireverberate on a deeper level.
tual, human, animals and supernatural
To understand this, one begins with beings.
Allen's concept of "cosmology," which is
For women and others on a spiritual
"an ordered universe arranged in har- path, this book is a must. It is utterly
mony with gynocratic (feminist) prin- captivating and radically shifts the way
ciples." She writes: "In these tribal sys- one senses and understands the world.
tems, equilibrium, personal autonomy,
—Deborah Wolf
and community harmony were cherished Deborah Wolf, Ph.D., was trained as a
and mutually reinforced each other. The folklorist and anthropologist. She is a
stories in the first section show the ori- therapist in private practice in Manhatgins of our world and serve as 'ritual maps tan.
or guides' enabling us women to recover
our paths to the gynocosmos that is our
spiritual home."
HAUSA WOMEN IN THE TWENTIETH
My favorite tale in this section is "Out of CENTURY edited by Catherine Coles
the Blue," the story of Sky Woman, her and Beverly Mack (The University el
evil husband, a sorcerer whom she bested Wisconsin Press, Madison; $19.95
by strength of character, the Tree of Light, paperback)
her Great Falling to Earth, her descen- An area of scholarly writing frequently
dents, and the nature of transformation. neglected is the plight of African women
The images are deeply archetypal, the and the status of their lives. Too often,
language is hypnotic in its loveliness: academic writing about Africa and its
"After an endless place of sea change, extraordinarily diverse population focuses
Beaver swam within her awareness on economic and political development,
clutching a substance that was shapely in which in most African countries revolves
its potential, nurturing in its possibility, around the male members. Hausa Women
loving in its being. This is the pattern of in the Twentieth Century, a compact and
substance she will use to make and shape insightful group of essays edited by
the possibilities that will become her I Catherine Coles and Beverly Mack, fills
earth,' he said and so saying he blew the gap by exploring the varied aspects of
outward in his awareness the pattern he women's lives in a male-dominated Ishad remembered and it fell about her like lamic culture.
fur and down, like beads of rain and early
From a Western perspective, women in
light, like clear notes sung in a high, cold Nigeria and Niger, whose people are preplace."
dominantly Hausa and followers of IsThe myths in the second section look at lam, suffer a standard of living far below
the essential nature of the cosmos as Western norms. It is, in many ways, infemale intelligence and at the orderly sufferable. But the issue is far more comarrangement of the universe as transfor- plicated. The essays contained in this
mative and enduring. These tales are ; volume explore how the women of Hausa/
about how goddesses often play the inter- Islamic societies are not only content
mediary role between the supernatural with being Muslim, but how they are
and humans. Included here is the best working to achieve rights within the conknown story of White Buffalo Woman, text of Islamic culture. It is important, we
who is "waken" or sacred, and who brings are told, to realize that "The Islamization
the gift of the sacred pipe to the Lakota to of the economy and political system is the
use to align themselves with spirit and logical and final stage of decolonization
harmony.
in the view of many Muslim Africans."
The first section of the book presents
In the third section, which takes place
after the arrival of Columbus, a shift from Hausa women and their roles in modern
the feminine to the masculine begins to Islamic African society. While Islam has
accelerate and rapid change takes place. a pervasive effect on women's lives in the
It is now a time of disharmony in the Nigerian city of Kano, it is important to
world, with disease and pollution the re- note that local customs and beliefs also
sult of dishonoring actions toward the share a strong influence. It is clear from
planet and animals. Some of these tales a careful study of the Qur'an that women
are cautionary tales, others, show the are to be secluded, viewed only by their
proper ritual for grieving and new life. husbands and children. But, contrary to
One of them, "Deer Women," is contempo- the view of most Westerners, it also states
rary, showing how even today the super- that women are to be educated and within
natural live among us in a world with "...the Kano [a city in northern Nigeria]
Winnebagos, Dodge vans, and modern Muslim community, certain Islamic positions for women have emerged." Learnsensibilities.
Though these tales come from a wide ing and literacy are not only prominent
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992
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COMPREHENSIVE
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ISSUES FOR SECONDARY
SCHOOL STUDENTS

Animals in Society: Facts and
Perspectives on our Treatment of
Animals by Zoe Weil enables students and teachers to explore
complex issues and perspectives
concerning animal use in a thorough, thought-provoking manner.
The book includes imaginative
projects and poses challenging
questions.
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features of Islam, they are also religious
obligations.
With the emergence of such organizations as the Association des Femmes du
Niger (AFN) and the Federation of Muslim Women's Association in Nigeria
(FOMWAN), women's rights and roles
have been reassessed and advanced to a
more integral level of involvement in
society. Women often hold positions as
social workers and mystics, the latter a
powerful and prestigious calling, and,
"are emerging from the private sphere in
Muslim Africa."
Section two focuses on the actual power
of women in Hausa society. The royal
wives of Kano and their strong influence
within the household are discussed in an
essay by Beverly Mack. In contrast, Barbara J. Callaway discusses the emerging
role of women in Kano city politics. Both
essays make clear that women are rarely
seen outside of their compounds and that
their roles in government are limited,
but also that their lives are not empty nor
valueless because of these realities.
Women's lives have specific purposes in
Hausa/Islamic society and they are integral parts of the familial and social structure of their cultures. It is difficult to
ignore their limited freedom and lack of
economic and political control, but a proliferation of adult literacy programs and
a pervasive media are actively changing
women's status.
Part three focuses on women's limited
economic involvement in Nigeria and
Niger. Urban women provide their own
incomes for miscellaneous expenses by
making small items which children hawk
for them. In rural districts, female participation in the agriculturally-based
economy is vital. Many Hausa women
earn money by informally-sanctioned
prostitution between marriages. Since
women are often married by the age of 12
and divorce is acceptable, they average
three to four marriages.
Coles and Mack state in their introduction that, "Hausa Muslim women are
indeed literary and performing artists;
neither the custom of wife seclusion nor
religious philosophy precludes their creative expression." The concluding section examines women's roles in the arts
and their equal status with men in the
predominant spiritual cult, Bori. Theatre has emerged in both Nigeria and
Niger to provide viable and interesting
forums for airing both negative and positive aspects of women's lives. While it is
undeniable that Hausa women do suffer
fundamental limits to their freedom, new
art work and organizations have begun
seriously to address the needs of many of
them.
Hausa Women in the Twentieth Century is an important book if only because
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as mud wrestling. Despite (or perhaps
because of) rigid notions of acceptable
female behavior, British peasants flocked
to see women compete. At fairs, lightly
clad young women took part in "smock
races," running bare-footed and sometimes bare-breasted to win a smock or a
bolt of cloth. Their urban counterparts
competed in boxing matches, sometimes
fighting stripped to the waist, and frequently drawing boisterous crowds ofboth
Elizabeth Ferber is a writer, teacher and men and women. While the middle class
the Book Review Editor of The Manhat- recoiled at such bawdy behavior, upperclass women became legendary in their
tan Spirit.
skill and passion for hunting, riding and
shooting. Guttman traces such traditions,
as well as the rise of physical culture,
WOMEN'S SPORTS: A HISTORY by
Swedish calisthenics and the birth of
Allen Guttman (Columbia University
Press, New York, N.Y.; $29.95 hard- American women's colleges, those great
promoters of women's sports in the late
cover)
A concise, well-researched survey of 19th century.
But as we draw closer to the present,
women's participation in athletics from
antiquity to the present, Women's Sports Women's Sports becomes a runaway train,
marks a valuable contribution to a much- covering ever more ground at a dizzying
neglectedfield.Allen Guttman, professor pace: Title K in two pages; women's proof American Studies and English at basketball league in two paragraphs —
Amherst College, attempts to determine such is the stuff of which surveys are
not only the extent of women's sports in made. That Guttman is able to keep this
each era, but something of the social whizzing narrative on track is admirable.
context and meaning of sports as well. In But one arrives at the present, pleased to
its early stages, Guttman's chronicle is have come so far, and yet wondering if
like a train ride through a vast prairie: parts of the trip might be better seen at a
The landmarks are so few that they are more leisurely pace.
relatively easy to sight and their imporNowhere is this condensation as unfortance can be pondered at some length. So tunate as in Guttman's scant summaries
little evidence remains about women's of three major issues in women's sports:
athletics in ancient times, for instance, Competition against men; anabolic stethat the period can be summed up neatly roid use; and Eros and sports, i.e., the
in the few chapters Guttman devotes to sexualization of women's sports. Why,
it.
one wonders, did he bother? Was this an
As he travels through the centuries, editor's effort to make a solid history
Guttman ponders the status of women more topical? Or was it the author's own
and their sports activities, relying on impulse to pontificate? Whatever the imhistorical studies, sports history, femi- petus, Guttman's glib comments do nothnist studies, sociology and journalism. ing to advance these debates, which have
Even the well-read sports enthusiast is roused so much genuine feeling and
likely to pick up new information. Who thoughtful analysis among women in the
knew that robust Spartan women scan- sports world.
dalized the more genteel Athenians with
Despite this failing, Women's Sports is a
their public races and wrestling? Or that welcome volume. Its stretch across culpeasant women of 15th-century Venice tures and time offers a rich vision of
thrilled crowds with an annual regatta? women's passion for physical contests
Moving briskly from century to century, against nature and each other. The exfrom one European country to another, tensive footnotes and bibliographical note
Guttman discovers a range of sports and provide an excellent starting point for
social responses. Disapproval is a com- those who want to delve further into a
mon theme, but another side of history particular period. And while this study is
shows itself as well. Men and women in limited to European and American culmedieval France and England celebrated ture, it contains some tantalizing referthe coming of spring with a "folk football" ences to women's sports in African and
game in which women "shoved, kicked, Native-American cultures. One hopes
and frolicked with as much reckless aban- that these tempting allusions will inspire
don as their fathers, brothers, husbands Guttman — or an equally ambitious
and sons; and they seem to have suffered scholar — to explore other cultures with
as many broken bones and cracked crowns equal care.
as the men did."
—Martha Nelson
In other games one recognizes the precursors oftoday's exploitation sports, such Martha Nelson, former Editor-in-Chiefof
it sheds light on the lives and concerns of
women in a Muslim- African society who
were formerly a mystery. Its prose and
style make it accessible to a non-academic audience. That makes it necessary
reading for anyone interested in the future development and direction of African women in general, and or Hausa
women particularly.
—Elizabeth Ferber
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Women's Sports and Fitness, is a Los
Angeles-based freelance writer.

again. It's so sad."
Very young children need reassurance
that other people want and love them.
Older children have greater expectations
DO I HAVE A DADDY? by Jeanne and like happily-ever-after endings. That
Warren Lindsay, illustrated by Cheryl said, mothers who buy this book must
Boeder (Morning Glory Press, Buena rely on their own sensitivities to decide
Park, CA; $ 12.95 hardcover, $5.95 what their children need to know about
paperback)
their daddies and when. When the time is
It's not easy being a single parent. Apart right, this book can be a great help.
from the stresses of coping with 24-hour—Sara Fisher
a-day responsibilities, the economic uncertainties which for most single mothers Sara Fisher is a Montreal-based writer
are a serious reality, and a constrained and musician, and a single mother of four
social life, there often arises the dilemma children.
of answering an exceedingly difficult question: "Where's my Daddy?"
Jeanne Warren Lindsay, the author of ZORA NEALE HURSTON: A
Do I Have A Daddy1?, addresses this ques- Storyteller's Life by Janelle Yates
tion in a sympathetic and helpful man- (Ward Hill Press, New York; $9.95
ner. In this story for young children, two paperback)
friends, Erik and Jennifer, have a fight The greatest shock about Zora Neale
that ends with Jennifer threatening to Hurston's life is that she died in obscu"tell her daddy." Erik, who says he will rity and poverty in a welfare home somealso tell his daddy, is reminded by Jen- time during 1960. It was not until Alice
nifer that he hasn't got one. When Erik, Walker wrote about visiting Hurston's
upset and humiliated, asks his mother if grave in 1973 that the writer's body of
he has a daddy, she explains that he had literary and anthropological works bea daddy who went away because he gan to receive the recognition they decouldn't handle the big job of taking care served. Now, as part of a series entitled
of a baby.
Unsung Americans, Janelle Yates has
Erik's mother explains to him that there written a concise and approachable work
are different kinds of families, a reminder on Hurston's life. The book is significant
to us that there is no longer a typical because it is specifically geared to ayoung
family of mother, dad, and kids. Erik is audience of 10-to-12-year-olds. It does
comforted as he realizes that people in his not compare to Hurston's autobiography
life like his mom, grandfather, and uncle, Dust Tracks On A Road, but makes one
value and love him, and the latter two are of the most accomplished Africanalso close family members.
American lives to date accessible to a
The images of Erik and his family are new generation.
beautifully and unpretentiously drawn
Zora Neale Hurston was born in 1891
by Cheryl Boeller. It is important that and grew up in the small Florida town of
her illustrations depict Erik's surround- Eatonville. The region was moderately
ings realistically — not so expensive- isolated from the rest of the South and as
looking that readers in similar circum- a result was almost immune to some of
stances can not identify with the family. the harsh racism which prevailed after
Further, the characters are not the Civil War and the onslaught of the
stereotypically white, blonde, and beau- "Jim Crow" laws. Hurston was raised
tiful, which would justifiably put off par- among many brothers and sisters in the
ents of other ethnic groups.
bosom of a strong, tightly-knit commuIncluded in the book is a 16-page "Sec- nity. She spent her childhood roaming
tion for Single Parents" designed to pro- the countryside and listening to stories
vide guidelines for talking to children on the porch of the local general store, all
about "Daddy." It contains excerpts from of which would serve her well in her later
interviews in which mothers recount their work as an anthropologist and writer.
experiences telling children about their Fiercely determined and success-orifathers. The author, who has written ented, she imagined great things for herother books dealing with related topics, self. The description of her sublime childhas worked with single parents for 18 hood stands in stark contrast to the hardyears. She advises honesty, simplicity ships she would later face.
and a positive approach.
After her mother's death when she was
This book is geared to very young chil- 13, Hurston spent many years being
dren, as I discovered when I asked my shuffled between relatives in strange
eight-year-old child, daughter of a single places and often in abject poverty, but
parent, to read this story. "What a stupid she never lost her desire for an educastory," she said. "I thought there'd be a tion. After working with a travelinghappy ending and the father would come theatre company for a few years, Hurston
back or the mother would get married made her way to Washington, D.C. and
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Howard University. It took her seven
years to pay for and complete one-and-ahalf years of college and she was still
destitute. She next moved to New York
City where the Harlem Renaissance was
well underway. There she fell into the
company of such artists as Langston
Hughes and Countee Cullen, and for the
first time traveled in circles of influence
and wealth. She impressed Annie Nathan
Meyer, the founder of Barnard College,
so much that Mrs. Meyer sent her to
Barnard, making Hurston thefirstBlack
woman to attend the prestigious women's
school.
After Barnard, Hurston worked as an
anthropologist, traveling back to her native South to collect the folktales and
songs ofthe Black communities and study
the religion of "Hoodoo." Hurston also
began working on her own writing more
intensely, using the stories she gathered
as inspiration for her own works, most
notably Their Eyes Were Watching God
and Jonah's Gourd Vine. She became
very active in the theatre and organized
performances of "real Black" music which
were immediate successes.
Hurston spent her final years back in
Florida, but after 1948, the year her last
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novel was published, she began to slip
into poverty. After her death, many of
her personal writings were burned and
her name was misspelled on her death
certificate.
Yates' book stresses the tragedy of
Hurston's later years. She leaves little
doubt that Hurston was one of America's
greatest artists. The prose is straightforward and complemented by bold woodcut
illustrations which give the book a visual
appeal for children.
Teachers willfindthis biography a useful tool when introducing multi-cultural
literature to their classes. I read the book
to my class of third-graders while we
studied Africa and African-American
culture. The children asked if we could
read some of Hurston's other works in
class, but, unfortunately, I believe her
writings are slightly advanced for eightand- nine-year-old readers. It gives them
something to look forward to later. A
Storyteller's Life is equally appealing to
teachers, parents and librarians searching for pertinent and substantial literature about the too-long- neglected "other"
literary tradition of the United States.
Much like the slave-poet Phillis Wheatley,
brought to America from Africa in 1761,
Zora Neale Hurston's voice has gone unheard by too many for too long.
—Elizabeth Ferber
CORRECTION

Barbara Balliet's review in Winter 1990
"Choice Books" should have read:
WOMEN'S WORDS: The Feminist
Practice of Oral History edited by
Sherna Berger Gluck and Daphne
Patai (Routledge, New York)

HOFFMAN from pg 7
tween women who needed reconstruction
and those who wanted enhancement. "I
no longer believe that." (NY Times,
11/15/91)
It appears that having a potentially
fatal disease like breast cancer and being
small breasted or flat chested have taken
on the same life and death proportions to
many women. While one can empathize
with the ambivalence of the women on
the panel who had to make choices about
whether or not to allow one class of women
to potentially risk their health and lives
to have breast reconstruction, one also
has to question the reality that women so
eagerly make life -threatening decisions
to fit someone else's definition of being
sexually acceptable — an external definition that has been integrated into their
own psychologies.
"Panel members were at first drawn to
the idea that the devices should be made
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available to women with breast cancer
but not to women who want purely cosmetic surgery. But after listening to scores
of women who testified to their need,
both because of cancer and because of
what they said they believed were their
own deformities, many panel members
said they were convinced that no group of
women could be defined for exclusion."
{NY Times, 11/15/91)
It was a purely democratic decision, one
which said that all women should have
the right to make the wrong choices for
the wrong reasons — even choices that
could potentially put them at further risk
for breast cancer, possible deformity
through surgery, mastectomy or death.
It was a decision that in one sweeping
move reinforced and imprinted once again
that women were defined, judged and
found wanting or acceptable according to
the size of their breasts. The women on
the panel who so agonized over disqualifying the implants for purely cosmetic
reasons seemed not to give a thought to
the system, culture or society that
spawned these ideas in the first place,
that created the need and the market for
women to desire reconstructed breasts
even at the risk of their own lives. The
fact that these decisions on implants are
made more for internal rather than external approval only reinforces the insidious nature ofthe conditioning. Women
can use artificial prostheses in their bras
without having to take the risk of implant surgery. They can do this with no
one but themselves and their most intimates being the wiser. Yet many still see
and feel themselves "disfigured" if they
do not have reconstructed breasts. Author Karen Berger said, "Women get implants to restore what cancer has taken
away" and added, "They are motivated
not by vanity, even though that is a
legitimate reason, so much as by a desire
to be whole again and put the cancer
behind them." (NY Times, 11/13/91)
In a NY Times editorial printed after
the FDA's decision to keep the implants
on the market, at least temporarily, the
writer stated: "What was not so obvious,
until the recent hearings, is the importance of breast implants not only to
women who had mastectomies, that was
predictable, but to women who simply
wanted bigger breasts. For them, implants meant the difference between feeling normal or, as one implant recipient
put it, feeling 'disfigured.'" The writer
goes on to make the startling comment
that "Surely all women will agree that
restricting the implants to those who
have had breast cancer, as some panelists suggested, is both patronizing and
stigmatizing." Once again, the democratization is made to ensure that women
who have faced the crisis of breast cancer

and those who feel "disfigured" because
their breasts aren't big enough, have to
have the same right of access to a potentially risky procedure.
But there are a few voices that cry out in
the wilderness of the collective reality,
"Every day is an adventure in body image," says feminist literary critic Eve
Kosofsky Sedgwick, who had a
mastectomy and is currently undergoing
chemotherapy. "My sense of gender is not
so attached to how it's defined in the eyes
of men, and my connection to my body
doesn't depend on its integrity with my
breasts, so losing a breast hasn't felt like
such a trauma, so far. But what I didn't
expect was what it would mean to lose my
hair. I look in the mirror and see my bald
father. When I wear a wig, I see a Hasidic
woman, whom I don't identify with at all."
(Village Voice, 5/14/91)
While Sedgwick may not look to her
breasts "so far" to define her gender or
body image, most women do, and in some
cases it is not only the defining factor in
image but in determining success and
financial security. In yet another combination ofbreasts and consumerism, many
celebrities have breast augmentations
done in an attempt to stave off the eventual career decline that comes with advancing age for women. "For a lot of famous folks, it's simply a career investment like voice lessons or a haute couture
wardrobe. It's a calculated gamble that
having a bit of bone removed here or some
silicone implanted there will keep the
romantic leads coming. Does breast size
affect career size? Dolly Parton, Morgan
Fairchild, Mariel Hemingway, Bo Derek,
Brigette Nielsen obviously thought so
since they all reportedly enhanced their
breasts with a doctor's help." (Longevity
magazine, 11/91)
As long as bigger breasts spell more
money, status, sex and power, many
women with thefinancialability will continue to "purchase" them. Others will
always feel "disfigured" or "handicapped"
by being flat chested.
Meanwhile, the breast/death connection grows stronger every day. With some
25 percent more women likely to be diagnosed with breast cancer now than they
were two decades ago, gambling with
implants would appear to raise the stakes
even higher. Since the National Cancer
Act in 1971, treatment advances have not
improved survival rates for breast cancer, and more than half the women over
40 have never had a mammogram.
Now I have asked myself if my "busy-big
breasts" should someday become diseased
and I needed a mastectomy, would I consider implants? My answer is no. In my
opinion, it is time for women to truly own
their bodies and their breasts and say
"Hell No!" to a society that sells manufacON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

tured pieces of ourselves and calls it
Choice.
•
As we go to press: Citing new information about links between implants and
autoimmune disorders, on Jan. 6 the
P.D.A. asked doctors to voluntarily stop
inserting silicone implants until an expert panel can review additional data.

ABBOTT from pg 32
think about the culture ofArkansas while
she was there. She was a waitress, she
did whatever. I got in touch with her
when my mother was dying and she
started writing to me. After Mother died,
Aunt Laura and I continued to correspond. She told me about the Cherokees
in our background. Laura went and did
the genealogy, not completely, but she
sent me the fruits of her research. She
literally said to me 'Now, this life we
came out of is unique. You find out how.
You're in New York with that great library and you can do the research.' She
was the major impetus for that book."
Still, Abbott says that writing the book
took tremendous effort, effort centered
around accepting her roots as central to
her being. "It was like dragging a reluctant actor out on stage. I was the actor
and I was also doing the pulling. But I
believe this is a kind of metaphor for the
experience of many women, for the experience of writing women's history. In my
generation it was a struggle for women to
admit that what they knew was worth
knowing and saying. That's the most
important thing the feminist movement
brought me: We finally began to say
"What I know is worth something. It's
worthwhile to examine our feelings.'"
Nonetheless, receiving validation for
these insights did not come easily. Although Abbott had secured a contract
from Random House to write Womenfolks, when the editors saw that the workin-progress was centered as much on
regular folks as on famous Southern
women, they nixed the deal. Abbott recalls feeling crushed by this rug being
pulled from under her. "I thought, 'I'll
never be a writer. I'm dead.' I had no
resilience at all. But my agent helped me
stop despairing. She said it might take a
while, but she'd find a publisher." Luckily, an editor at Ticknor & Fields was
interested in Southern writing.
His enthusiastic response helped Abbott
complete Womenfolks, but still there were
ghosts to contend with. Although her
father died in 1966 and her mother in
1968, neither parent's impact on her was
fully clarified until more than a decade
later. "When I moved to New York I
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

would tell myself I wasn't listening to my
father anymore. I was an independent
person. My mother wasn't running my
life, I was. You have to do that. When my
father died, I was so happy to be rid of him
and his complaining, his making me feel
guilty, his making my mother miserable.
I was sorry to lose my mother. We'd come
to an agreement. But I didn't think about
her much until I had children of my own
and suddenly it was as if she was sitting
in every chair in the house. I thought,
'How did this sneak up on me?'
"It contributed to my writing the first
book, this need to sort this out before it
overwhelmed me, not in the sense that it
was driving me crazy, but the feelings
you have when you have children put you
in one ethical dilemma after another. The

kid misbehaves, how am I going to deal
with it? Will I ignore it? Will I walk out of
the room? Will I punish him? You can't
not deal with it. I got interested in where
my ideas were coming from. Why did I
feel so guilty about going to work when I
knew if I didn't we'd be living on a street
corner? I had to think it through.
"But I still was not thinking very much
about my father. After I had written
Womenfolks and was thinking about what
to do next, I tried a novel but it wasn't
very good. Somehow, at that time, my
father came back into my life and sort of
demanded my attention. Perhaps it was
because I was having a hard time with
my husband and I was worried about
how my daughters would be fathered. I
suddenly realized my own father was not
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gone. I found myself thinking day-in and
day-out, reading till my eyes fell out,
living my life as if it were one long book.
Suddenly the pun about the bookmaker
came to me."
Hat Abbott, Shirley's father, was a
reader and would-be scholar who made
his money taking bets on horses and
paying off the winnings — bookmaking.
Controlling and needy, he was also loving and gentle with his only child. "I
remembered how he kept telling me that
he didn't want a son, he wanted me. I
realized how important and wonderful
that was. He was bad and miserable in so
many ways, but he valued me because I
was his daughter. Not that it gave me a
mandate for self confidence. I don't have
the habit of command. I'm always doubting and questioning myself and what I do
or say. Still, it seems that under the good
and creative influence of the women's
movement, we've come a long way in
examining the mother-daughter relationship but still need to examine the fatherdaughter relationship.
"My mother got such a bad deal out of
life," she adds. "None of her dreams came
true. I have a feeling of regret about her.
She would have liked an education. But
I feel at peace with them both, at least as
much as a person feels at peace about
anything."
Meanwhile, Abbott has attempted to
introduce both her children to Southern
life and culture. "I return South quite a
lot, just to visit. I've learned that Arkansas is not just the home of the racist. If
people understood Arkansas better,
they'd understand the U.S. better. People
there are courageous, honest, and generally speaking, it's hard to find better
people. They're so sweet. They don't mistrust you because you're from someplace
else. And they have really interesting
things to say. This is a state that has
never had money, a kind of colony that
produces agricultural products that are
shipped to other places. It's the developing world."
Does she ever think of returning? "I'm
afraid New York is home now," she laughs.
"I think sometimes, 'I should leave.' It's
heartbreaking to confront the dirt, decay, homelessness and polarization between the classes. New York is getting to
be like Northern Ireland. Sometimes I
think it's time to go home, to get a teaching job at the University of Arkansas if
they offered me one. In some ways I feel
it as an obligation, to see a bunch of kids,
who are thinking like I did: 'How can I get
out of this?' and talk to them."
Such a move, however, seems unlikely.
Abbott is presently a medical writer in
the New York office of the University of
California, Berkeley, Wellness Letter.
There four days a week, "that extra day"
40

gives her enough time to work on her own gender neutral to feel validated as a male
writing. Current plans? "I'm working on a survivor. And I certainly don't need to
number of assignments that arose out of denigrate women, or to attack feminists,
The Bookmaker's Daughter," she says. to explain why I was abused by the (male)
Another book? I ask. Abbott just smiles. police, ridiculed by my (male) friends,
Is it politeness? Southern reserve? Her and marginalized by thefmale dominated)
characteristic down-to-earth humility? "I society around me. It is precisely because
need to spend a few weeks thinking about we have been "reduced" to the status of
women that other menfindus so difficult
that," she says.
I, for my part, will wait, eager to read to deal with. It was obvious to me at the
whatever gem next appears from her font police station that I was held in contempt
of creativity.
• because I was a victim — feminine, hence
perceived as less masculine. Had I been
an accused criminal, even a rapist,
chances are I would have been treated
with more respect, because I would have
RAPED from pg 11
been seen as more of a man. To cross that
attack on rape crisis centers for their line, to become victims of the violence
alleged refusal to acknowledge male vic- which works to circumscribe the lives of
women, marks us somehow as traitors to
timization.
This hostility has been exacerbated by our gender. Being a male rape survivor
the so-called men's movement, the Rob- means I no longer fit our culture's neat
ert Bly/mythopoetic crowd, with their but specious definition of masculinity, as
"Wild Man" and "Inner Warrior" arche- one empowered, one always in control.
types. These men say a lot of absurd Rather than continue to deny our experithings about sexual violence, not the least ence, male survivors need to challenge
of which is that "just as many men get that definition.
raped as women." This last statement is
As Diana E.H. Russell says in The Polioften repeated by Chris Harding, editor tics of Rape, "Women must start talking
of Wingspan, which The Boston Globe about rape: Their experiences, their fears,
calls "the bible of the new men's move- their thoughts. The silence about rape
ment." Harding is generally quick to add must be broken."
that most of these rapes "occur in prison"
The same must be true for men. And so
— a statement which is as inaccurate as I offer this article as myfirstcontribution
it is pernicious, assuming as it does that to that effort.
a disproportionate number of male rapes
are committed by working-class and miI've been back to northern Ohio exactly
nority men. The men's movement claims once in the 15 years following that day.
that rape is a "gender-neutral issue," and Seven years ago I was traveling from
thus has nothing to do with sexism.
Boston to Chicago with a car full of
What is ironic about all this is that what friends. It was early morning, and I was
little acknowledgement there is of male sleeping in the back seat when we pulled
victimization generally comes from the off the highway, and steered onto a street
women's stop-rape movement. To the ex- that looked oddly, disturbingly familiar.
tent that male survivors can tell their Rubbing my eyes, I felt an unsettling
stories, it is because of the foundation sense of deja vu. And then I remembered.
laid by feminists. So this woman-bashing
"Time for some coffee," the driver said,
is as ungrateful as it is gratuitous.
and I wondered then if we would eat
One source of confusion appears to be breakfast at that same restaurant, if I
the distinction between victimization and would meet that same waitress. We didn't,
oppression. Male survivors charge that and I chose not to tell my companions
feminists see rape as a "man vs. woman" what had happened to me all those years
issue, emphasizing the central role male ago.
violence plays in stunting and destroying
Today I think I might be less disconwomen's lives, and they're right. The dis- certed. Today I think I just might have
tinction is that while many women, and told them what happened.
•
some men, are victimized by rape, all
women are oppressed by it, and any victimization of women occurs in a context of EAST L.A. MOTHERS from pg 13
oppression most men simply do not understand. Rape for men is usually a bi- less, EPA officials — who purportedly
zarre, outrageous tear in the fabric of enforce environmental protection laws —
reality. For women, rape is often a confir- shrugged off the report, saying it did not
mation of relative powerlessness, ofmen's provide enough information to let people
contempt for women, and its trauma is know whether to "be scared or not."
reinforced every day in a thousand obvi- CALPIRG authors, however, asserted
ous and subtle ways.
that when nearly 100 million pounds of
For myself, I don't need for rape to be toxics are being released and transported
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in a county with the population density of
Los Angeles, there is no question that the
exposure risk is high.
And nowhere is the risk more extreme
than in minority communities. While
wealthy and middle-class neighborhoods
of Los Angeles are clustered where the air
is cleanest, the city's poor are relegated to
its most polluted areas. For example,
according to one survey reported by
Greenpeace, 70 percent of L.A.'s Blacks
and 50 percent of its Latinos live in the
most polluted parts of the city. Blacks
and Latinos also make up the largest
percentage of employees in the city's polluting industries. And nearly half of
California's lead-poison victims have
Latino surnames. Recently, when Dr.
Russell Sherwin began examining the
lungs of inner-city L. A. kids who had died
from accidents or street violence, he also
found that eight out of 10 already had
lung abnormalities caused by breathing
the city's filthy air, and more than a
quarter of them had severe lung lesions!
The disproportionate risk that is heaped
on the city's poor is not just a characteristic of Los Angeles, though. It is observable in every major city in the United
States and has led some critics to charge
American industry and government with
"environmental racism." In 1986, the
Center of Third World Organizing reported, for example, that two million tons
of radioactive uranium tailings have already been dumped on Native-American
lands. According to the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, lead poisoning
endangers the health of nearly eight million inner-city Black and Hispanic children. In 1987, the United Church of
Christ's Commission on Racial Justice
found that more than 15 million of the
nation's 26 million Blacks, and over eight
million of the 15 million Hispanics, live in
communities with one or more uncontrolled toxic-waste sites. In a nutshell, all
across America, toxic waste and garbage
is being dumped on poor, minority communities. For example, the predominately
Black/Hispanic South Side of Chicago
has the largest concentration of hazardous waste sites in the nation.
The country's policy of "environmental
racism" exploded into public consciousness in 1987 when an opponent of the
LANCER garbage incinerator project
unearthed the Cerrell Report, a document prepared by the Cerrell Associates
consulting firm for the California Waste
Management Board. The report explained
that opposition to hazardous waste
projects was most likely to come from
liberal, college-educated, middle- or upper-income communities. Therefore, its
authors recommended, when planning
for this type of project, "communities that
conform to some kind of economic need
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criteria should be given high priority."
The report recommended that companies
and officials should position such projects
in "lower socio-economic neighborhoods"
where there was little, if any, commercial
activity. Says Castillo, "So there it was in
black and white. Dump your garbage in
the minority, uneducated communities,
they said. But they made a mistake with
us. They called us a 'great sleeping giant.'
But we proved to them that we are no
longer asleep."
Indeed, despite the array of industrial
and governmental foes they have had to
face, Aurora Castillo and the Mothers of
East Los Angeles, are not dismayed. In
fact, Castillo believes that even today's
awareness of the discriminatory policies
of American government and industry is
a step in the right direction. It hasn't
always been so easy even to explain the
problem — let alone to be granted credibility by elected officials and by the press.
In the 1950s, for example, when Aurora
worked in a factory in Vernon, she called
her employer's attention to the black residue on the sidewalks there and to the
gritty feel of the soot. It frightened her
that she breathed air every day that contained such grime. And it made her angry
that she and her family should have to
live in such an environment. But her

employer just laughed when she spoke
up. In fact, he told her she was "cute."
Aurora eventually retired from that job.
But she went on to become an activist.
I asked her why she thought a group of
mothers had been so successful in achieving results against overwhelming odds.
She explained that it was partly because
the motivation of the group was not selfinterest. "In the case of the Vernon incinerator," she explained, "it was not just our
children we were fighting for but also the
health and well-being of whole future
generations. An Hispanic mother will turn
into a lionness if her cub is threatened.
You see, the mother is the soul of the
family, but the child is the heart-beat.
And that is why we keepfighting.To keep
the heart of our community beating."
Castillo is proud to point out that during
the long, hard battle against the Vernon
incinerator, East L.A.'s children marched
and worked right alongside the mothers.
She remembers, "One night we were having a candlelight march to Vernon. And
hundreds of grade school children came
to march with us. Well, it was a windy
night and my candle kept going out as we
marched. And, one by one, the children
would come and re-light it. They kept my
candle burning for that long, long walk.
So that was kind of a symbol of the hope
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they gave us — and excitement and faith.
The children gave us the kind of faith
that can move mountains. And we did."
The Mothers of East Los Angeles now
number more than 400 members. They
have formed a relationship with other
women's groups and environmental
groups around the state. They have forged
an alliance with citizen's groups in West
Los Angeles and with small business
interests in all parts of the city. And they
have gained the respect and friendship of
Hispanic city officials, some of whom
they actually put into office. They work
closely with the predominantly Black
group, Concerned Citizens of South Central L.A. (CCSCLA), who succeeded in
keeping a huge garbage-incinerator
project (LANCER) out of their inner-city
neighborhood. Both groups are joining
forces with other minority communities,
such as their Chinese neighbors in Lincoln Heights.
The mothers find strength in one another, in their children, and in their faith.
Furthermore, they have gained confidence and no small amount of political
savvy from their recent court victory.
And it's a good thing they have. They
barely had time to rest after the six-year
Vernon fight when they heard that an-

other insidious project was on its way.
This time, a company called Chem Clear
wants to build a waste and sludge cleaning plant in East L.A. The company wants
to situate the plant in an area immediately adjacent to a high school and in the
vicinity of several elementary schools.
Needless to say, the Mothers of East Los
Angeles are planning to fight the project.
Industry officials contend that emissions
from the plant will be minimal. "But,"
says Castillo, "there is already a 'minimal' emission from every factory in
Vernon! They all say their emissions are
minimal. But I say that the concentration
of all those 'minimal' emissions is not
'minimal' anymore!"
The dedication and commitment that
defeated the Vernon incinerator are now
being focused on the new project. It may
be another long, hard battle. But the
Mothers of East L.A. are ready for it. Says
Castillo, "If they think we are going to sit
around knitting and embroidering while
they dump more dirt at our doors, they
have to think again. We'll be right there,
fighting every step of the way."
•

WOMEN HEALERS from pg 25

and in 1897, American women studying
at Zurich University issued a guide to
prospective students, providing helpful
information on costs, behavior, course
offerings and suggestions on learning
German.
Despite the promising beg.,inings, by
the 1970s, of all the free world countries,
the United States was closest to the bottom in numbers of women physicians,
while the Iron Curtain countries had the
highest percentage of women health scientists. However, in those nations, medicine held less prestige than in the free
world, and even where women had professional positions, men continued to
dominate the jobs of supervisors and top
management.
Today there are large numbers of women
Note: Three weeks after the Mothers of in medicine in the United States, but very
East L.A. filed a suit against Chem Clear, few have been able to attain the highest
the company agreed to drop the project. positions in academic medicine.
•
Beatrice Levin, a Houston, Texas writer,
is the author of Women and Medicine
(Media Publishers, 1988). She has written 12 books and more than 400 articles
and short stories. She is the recipient of
numerous writing awards.
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Aurora Castillo and The Mothers of
East L.A. (MELA) can be contacted
through the Church of the Resurrection Parish, 3340 East Opal Street,
Los Angeles, 90023 (213) 268-1141.
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FEEDBACK
Please direct all comments to:
Editors, ON THE ISSUES, 97-77 Queens
Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY 11374.
HOT DOG, THAT'S WHERE MY MONEY
GOES
I was deeply disturbed after I read Betsy
Swarfs article "Violence in the Ivory Tower:
Aggression Studies On Animals" I Winter
1991). Those idiots should be treated the same
way for a week and see if they could return to
work or enjoy any of life's simple pleasures. I
am appalled that my hard-earned tax dollars
would go to such an inhumane and horrible
research program.
Allison Seagraves
Charlotte, NC
BUTTON, BUTTON
You have excited (incited?!) a small pocket of
feminists on Colorado's western slope. We are
particularly drawn to your "Editorial" on
"Thelma and Louise" (Winter 1991). This film
portrays our landscape; it's our movie. Where
do we get the buttons "Thelma and Louise
Live?" And, how about super-glue stickers?
The backlash on feminism is growing —
here the growth is rampant. As the director of
a country-wide service for survivors of domestic and sexual assault, I can tell you that our
so-called law enforcement and criminal justice systems are impotent to turn the tide on
misogyny. Victims continue to be maimed and
killed at our feet while we play these silly
games with the patriarchs.
Barbara Chase
Glenwood Springs, CO
I use the movie "Thelma and Louise" and a
"volume" of clippings from magazines, newspapers, etc. in my course "Women's Psychologies." Where can I get the pins "Thelma and
Louise Live" for my friends and students?
Patricia S. Faunce, Professor
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN

Victim or Victimizer?" (Spring 1991) represent
the exact opposite of what I believe.
First, the cavalier attitude toward rape that
you insinuate I hold is particularly offensive. I
have never felt or said that rape is anything
else than a monstrous crime that lies at the
heart of our criminal culture. Certainly all
effective emergency measures must be taken
to make our society safe for women, to take
rapists out of circulation, and to support victims of rape. But only a profound cultural
transformation can free our society from the
rape dynamic that poisons relations between
men and women and between our nation and
weaker ones. (Tragically, Bush's victory in the
Gulf War guarantees that violence toward
women will further increase because of the
new respectability it breeds for militarism,
male domination, and hatred of the feminine.)
Second, I do not believe that Mark Curtis was
"framed by the feminists." (What could such an
absurd statement possibly mean?) I believe
that Curtis was framed by the police because of
his activism on some local issues in Des Moines,
including, protesting racial harassment by local police. It is for that so many feminists
support Curtis and seek justice on his behalf.
Paul Shannon
Cambridge, MA
IDENTITY CRISIS
You are a magazine that bills itself "The Progressive Woman's Quarterly." I was disappointed to see that the cover on the Fall issue
was devoted to food irradiation, rather than a
women's issue.
Liz Washburn
Moffat, CO
Editors'Reply: Check out our statement of purpose below the masthead. We're feminist-andthen-some.

BACKLASH OF A BACKLASH
More outrageous than the publishing saga of
American Psycho (Fall 1991) was news of the
resulting backlash by the National Organization for Women: A nationwide call to boycott all
books published by Knopf. As Robert Brannon
reports in your article, "The boycott has now
Editors' Note: "Thelma and Louise Live" pins
can be purchased by contacting Not So Subtle- been officially defined to apply to all Knopf and
Vintage titles except those few by feminist
Tees, 1964 East 35th Street, Brooklyn, NY
writers." Chillingly, this lopsided boycott has
11234; (718) 998-2305.
been endorsed by other feminist groups.
The boycott's definition raises several quesTHE STENDER TRAGEDY
tions: Which feminist writers are okay? Do we
I was overwhelmed with the article Diana
boycott those Knopf titles published before
Russell wrote about my sister, Fay Stender,
"Fay Stender and the Politics of Murder" Ellis' trash-terpiece too? Will a blanket boycott
(Spring 1991). Yours is the best article I have . affect its intended target?
I am a writer and a feminist. I have been
seen written about her and certainly the most
sending the manuscript on my first children's
inclusive. Many of the facts related — such as
novel to publishers. Knopf for Young Readers
why she decided to not defend George Jackson
anymore — have never before been published. is on my list. If they publish my book, should I
fear a boycott whose target is wholly unrelated
I think her despair and disillusionment were
to my work or the future of my career? What
the hardest part for her after the shooting. As
about other writers whose work was published
she said to me so bitterly one day, "This is the
before Knopfs decision to publish Ellis? And
thanks I got for all the years I gave to the
what exempts "feminist writers" (translate:
prison movement." The article's idea regardWell-known, successful writers on feminist
ing this violence on her, particularly because
topics)
from being caught in the same trap as
she was a woman, is interesting and one I
previously-published and new authors?
hadn't previously considered.
Nancy A. Osa
Name and location withheld
Portland, OR
FOR THE RECORD
A CONSIDERED OPINION
The two viewpoints attributed to me in your
Regarding Fred Pelka's article about Sut
article, "The Strange Case of Mark Curtis:
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

Jhally's study of MTV images of women/rape,
•"DREAMWORLDS': How the Media Abuses
Women," (Winter 1991). We are called Action
Against Rape, an activist campus group that
annually holds Rape Awareness Week, and
runs a sexual-assault, survivor-advocates program. In the past two years we have trained
over 80 advocates.
At times in the past, we have used "Not A
Love Story", a film about pornograpy, to raise
issues similar to those in Pelka's article. This
film is available on short term loan only, and
not often because the distributor is worried
about misuse of the film for pornographic
purposes. We wish to alert you to this.
Jhally mentions Andrea Dworkin. The work
Dworkin has done is vital to confronting sexual
abuse of women. Yet in recent years her relationship with feminist "sex radicals" has been
poor. At least this was the report of a selfdescribed sex radical who visited our campus.
The sex radicals, she claimed, are interested
in discussing sexuality and choice, while antiporn people, such as Dworkin, are becoming
sex-police. She also said that anti-porn folks
have discussed political alliances with the
right.
Brian Nichols
Holly Shanaman
Susannah Hermann
Earlham College
Richmond, IN
HEALTH CARE HORRORS
Congratulations on Elayne Clift's article on
the bias against women in health care research (Winter 1991). Sadly, the problems for
women run even further and deeper. When
women's health problems do get attention, too
often the federal government has been willing
to respond by pork barrel politics instead of by
human needs.
This is the situation in New York State.
Some 4,000 women die each year of breast
cancer—more than the number of women and
men who are the victims of murder. New York
is second in the number of women who die
from breast cancer. I released a study last year
that showed that in New York City poor women
died at a rate three times the national average, largely because of inadequate prevention
programs in city hospitals.
But, unbelievably. New York State was
turned down for a $3.5 million grant from the
federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
which would have provided breast cancer education and testing to underserved populations. The application was approved by a CDC
panel, but when the monies were distributed,
New York was not among the five states selected. According to the CDC reviewers who
spoke to state health department workers,
"need" was not considered in the final grant
selection. The result is that the limited money
available for breast cancer testing is not being
distributed where it could save the most
lives.
This type of politics-as-usual ignores one
very key fact: Real women are dying. Only the
unyielding voice of women voters will wake up
Washington glad-handers to the fact that playing games with women's lives is no longer
acceptable.
Elizabeth Holtzman
Comptroller
New York, NY

HUMANE INNOVATIONS AND ALTERNATIVES, volume 5 now available.
Provides concrete descriptions of ways of
BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS
reducing the suffering of laboratory aniMENOPAUSE, NATURALLY: Pre- mals. Contact Psychologists for the Ethical
paring for the Second Half of Life, Sadja Treatment of Animals, P.O. Box 87, New
Greenwood, M.D. Revised 1 989. The new Gloucester, ME 04260 for subscription
edition contains new assessments of and membership information.
treatment of uterine fibroids without
hysterectomy, lowest effective dosage of
estrogen, the estrogen "patch", osteoporosis Care about animals' rights? Then you
can't be without the Bunny Huggers'ouA
and calcium intake. Also discusses new risk Gazette. Each edition is packed
factors for breast cancer, benefits of fish with information about what to
where to protest and where
and olive oil, and negative effects of artificial boycott,
letters of support for the animals
sweeteners in the diet. Send $14.95 are needed. $13/year; sample=$2.
postpaid, Volcano Press, Inc. P.O. Box Bunny Huggers' Gazettc-IS,
PO Box 601/Tcmple, Texas 76503
270, Volcano CA 95689.For free catalog,
please send name, address & 29 cent stamp.

FILMS & VIDEO

1AIIN
FRANPHOSKEf,

N E W S | S A N OPEN PARTICIPATORY
QUARTERLY BY, FOR AND ABOUT WOMEN
REPORTS ON
WOMEN S RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBEI
PLEASE SUBSCRIBE 1 PARTICIPATE' FOR INFO CONTACT
187 GRANT ST LEXINGTON. MASS 02173 (617) 862-W31
W|N

WIN News is offering a free sample to readers of
ON THE ISSUES. Please send $1.00 for postage.

THE ELIZABETH STONE HOUSE is a
women's mental health program based on
self-help and peer support. Our prizewinning video on women's mental health
issues is available for rental or purchase.
Oral histories book available for purchase.
Volunteers welcomed as advocates for
residents. P.O. Box 1 5, Jamaica Plain, MA
021 30; (61 7) 522-341 7.

TRAVEL

WISE W O M A N CENTER healing retreats, workshops, apprenticeships. Free
brochure, POB 64 Ol, Woodstock, NY
1 2498.
DO THE MURDERS
OF 13 WOMEN
MATTER?
The Salem
Witch Trial Memorial slatue
shows clearly lhal women matte
thai what happens lo women mat
and that wilch hums must endl
Support the Salem
Witch Trial Memorial slatue
in Salem. Mass
Donations are tax-deduclible
Make checks payable to:
"Wilch Trial Memorial Fund"
and mail lo
Ann Forireedom
Inslitule for Feminist Studies
1005 Market St, Suite 305.
San Francisco, CA 94103.
(Phone 415-621 -4220)

CRAFTS
HANDMADE BY WOMEN—NATURALLY
100% Cotton futons, Kapok pillows, buckwheat-hull pillows and more from a co.
committed to political, social, and economic
gain for women everywhere, Call or write:
White Lotus Futon 191 Hamilton St., New
Brunswick, NJ 08901 (908) 828-2111

EARTHWISE, Outdoor Adventures For SERVICES
Women. No experience necessary, small
groups, fun, excellent instruction, fully outfittea. 23 Mt. NeboRoad, Newtown, Conn. Women loving women write/meet everywhere through THE WISHING WELL
06470.
established 1974. Beautiful alternative to
SAGE: A Scholarly Journal on Black
"The Well of Loneliness." Supportive, confiHAWK,
I'M
YOUR
SISTER,
Women's
Women, P.O. Box 42741, Atlanta, GA
dential (codes used) , prompt. Introductory
Wilderness
canoeing
year
round,
3031 1-0741 Journal for educators, policy
copy US $5.00. Free information: PO Box
nationwide.
Guided,
outfitted,
excellent
makers, researchers, and social and pro713090, Santee CA 92072-3090. OR
instruction,
great
food.
P.O.
Box
9109-1,
fessional organizations. Two issues/year.
(900) 903-3343 9am-5pm PT ($2/minute)
Sante
Fe,
NM
87504.
(505)
984-2268.
Individual subscriptions $15.00; InstituUSA only.
tional subscriptions $25.00. Contact: EdiLESBIAN
PARADISE!
Charming
20
tors Patricia Bell-Scott and Beverly Guyroom country inn on 100 private, scenic
Sheftall.
acres. Heated pool, hot tub, miles of hik- CLOTHING
FREE LESBIAN MAIL ORDER BOOK
ing/skiing trails, fireplaced common arCATALOG describing over 500 books,
eas, yummy breakfasts, peace & privacy. AT LAST! Work clothes, gloves & boots for
videos, records; send 2 stamps to:
THE HIGHLANDS INN, Box 1 180T, hardworking women. Free Catalog.
Womankind Books, Dept. OTI, 5 Kivy St.,
Bethlehem, NH 03574; (603) 869-3978. WorkAbles for Women, 3 Oak Valley
Clinton, PA 15026-0214.
Grace Innkeeper.
Hunt. Sta. NY 11746. Mailed discreetly.
1991-92 DIRECTORY OF ALTERNATIVE AND RADICAL PUBLICATIONS
Over 350 periodicals listed; $4.00. Write
Alternative Press Center, P.O. Box 33109,
Baltimore, MD 21218.

ROCK W O M A N JOURNEYS HOME.
Seven-day desert river trips for women.
Come with me and begin your journey
home. For brochure call 1 -800-676-5404.
EDUCATION
INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL ECOLOGY
1992 SUMMER SEMESTER Intensive
Summer programs in: Ecological Design
and Architecture, Ecology and Community,
Social Ecology and Higher Education,
Women and Ecology. College Credit and
MA study available. For more information
write: P.O. Box 89, Dept. O, Plainfield,
Vermont 05667; or call 802-454-8493.
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Send $1 for our color catalog of
woman-identified jewelry !•?
silver, amethyst, moonstone, & gold.

LIZZIE BROWN
P.O. Box 389-U Brimfield, Ma 01010
(413) 245-9484
ON THE ISSUES SPRING 1992

Dive into the nation's feistiest journal of progressive politics, opinion
and social activism. Your no-nonsense, no-holds-barred guide to the
uncensored, undiluted news behind the headlines.
In MOTHER JONES, you'll find high-stakes, high-impact stories the
rest of the press is too slow to recognize, too impatient to research
or too timid to tell you.
Gritty, in-depth reports that put you on the front lines of the struggle
for peace and social justice... and let you make a daily impact.
Uncensored Exposes. Like the ones that awakened America to the
health-threatening Dalkon Shield. Yanked the lethal Ford Pinto
off the road. And sent Long Island's toxic dumpers up the river.
Eye-Witness Accounts. Like our chilling profile of El Salvador's
death squads. Inside look at Kuwait's environmental meltdown.
Undercover portrait of the anti-abortion crusade.
Practical Advice. Like what to do when your job options and
principles collide. How to conduct an ecologic audit of your
home. Act up against AIDS. Lead a shareholder revolt.
Plus face-to-face encounters with the world's brightest,
brashest, most engaging people. Blue-ribbon journalists
like Orville Schell, Molly Ivins and Scott Armstrong.
Rebels and reformers like Nelson Mandela, Gloria
Steinem, Ralph Nader and Spike Lee.
MOTHER JONES. It's much more than a magazine.
With punch, chutzpah, audacity - and a track record
of results - it's your indispensable tool kit for the '90s.
Chock-full of useful, slightly subversive ideas that will
impassion, inspire and ignite you...
And help you give the world a shove in the right
direction.

Y E S ! Send me my FREE issue of MOTHER JONES and enter my trial subscription.
If I like MOTHER JONES, my price for a full year's subscription (6 big bimonthly
issues) is just $12 - 33% off the regular rate.
PAY NOW, GET MORE. If I enclose payment or credit card information with my
order, I will receive 2 additional issues (8 in all) for no extra charge.
Payment enclosed •
Account No.

Bill me later •

Charge my: MasterCard •
Exp. Date

VISAQ
Signature

Allow 4-6 weeks for your first issue. Canada and other foreign residents, add $10
postage per subscription, prepaid in U.S. funds.
Name
Address

GUARANTEE: I understand I may cancel my subscription at any time, for any
reason, and receive a full refund on all unserved issues.
Mail to: MOTHERJONES P.O. BOX 50032, Boulder, CO 80322-0032
__

"The Nation's Best Magazine
for Investigative Journalism"
-Washington Journalism Review

FOR YOUR FREE ISSUE,
CALL 1-800-228-2323 NOW.
Or fill out the coupon opposite.

MotherJones
A Magazine With Teeth
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THE OTHER
MOTHER

A NOVEL
by Meg Files
0-939149-59-1
$19.95

A WOMAN'S LOVE FOR
THE CHILD SHE GAVE UP
FOR ADOPTION
by Carol Schaefer
0-939149-41-9 $19.95

While Kit Manning is underwater, scuba diving...
something devastating happens. When she emerges everything
has changed.

"Shatters the myth that unwed mothers... go on to lead normal
and untouched lives. As compelling as any novel.. .Schaefer's
account will have readers turning pages as she tells of her
search for the son she didn't raise and of his love for the
mother he didn't know. Poignant and powerful.
Booklist

"What happens when its all gone — all the laws, ceremonies,
understandings, customs... First rate adventure."
Joanne Greenberg

"A victor's story of gaining control of her life and meeting her
own destiny."
Patricia Holt
San Francisco Chronicle

"A female hero... [who] comes to believe in her own strength.
An exhilarating novel, filled with extraordinary, breathtaking
description. Read this highly original, unforgettable dramatic
adventure for yourself."
Louise Bernikow

"The novel is aces. Courageous, imaginative, nervy, admirable."
Carolyn See The Los Angeles Times
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