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Editor
ROSEMARY L. BRAY

"I laugh and I joke, but I don't play."
I grew up hearing those words, a kind of mantra among the women of my
neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago, my mother among them. The
phrase seemed to me a testament, both to the good humor of these women and
their essential gravity. These were women with a real sense of themselves: who
they were and what they believed. They shared, among other things, a wonderful sense of fun, yet they were neither frivolous nor self-absorbed. Long before Alice Walker coined the term, they were the first womanists I ever knew.
As I grew to womanhood among them—sometimes admiring them, sometimes questioning what I saw and heard—I learned to have faith in the judgment of women, in church or in community, on the street or at home. All too
often, I learned that lesson in a silence, that space where a woman's voice
should have been heard, but wasn't. I learned how vital it was for women to
occupy their own territory physically, politically, and intellectually.
Not all places are as hospitable to the opinions of women as Berkeley Avenue. But the sense of respect I acquired there: respect for my own mind, and
for the minds of other women, is what led me to ON THE ISSUES. Our task here
is to make space for varied dreams and ideas, because we believe the work of
changing the world begins in the minds (and the hearts) of progressive people.
There is a deep need among us for a lively forum, a safe space enlivened by intellect and passion and heart. As we struggle to remake the world, we in this
movement have a lot of issues to work out among ourselves; some of it won't
be pretty. But it is work that must be done—and it can't be done in places
where women are an afterthought, a token voice, or a curt nod to demographic
reality. No: We're better, brighter,
more contentious, more serious
than that.
As a result, you won't always
like what every writer is thinking
and saying in ON THE ISSUES. But

if their thinking fires your thinking, changes your course, or inspires your actions, we've done
our job. As we fine-tune the magazine, we're planning more fun,
more humor, more inspiration.
But we'll never forget that broadening the minds and the vision
of progressive women is very serious business. Join us on the
journey; don't hesitate to point
out some new paths; let us know
how we're doing. What you
think really does matter. •
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Merle Hoffman

Facing the Dragon: REFLECTIONS
ON FEMALE HEROISM
In a world with no more Wests to conquer or empires to build, where risktaking comes packaged as adventure vacations, what becomes of the concept of the heroic—and how, if at all, do women fit it?
These questions filled my mind when I contemplated the terrifying danger and death that befell the
Mount Everest climbers this past summer. I wondered about the obsession that led people to risk hypothermia, edema, death by oxygen deprivation and
exposure to stand on the top of the world.
Then there was the journalistic inequity of the coverage. Women climbers were "driven" or "egocentric," while the men were comfortably placed in the
category called hero.
I've always considered myself a person who takes
risks. When I was a child the risks were mainly physical—riding my bike with no hands, challenging the
"bad girls" in school, getting into fist fights, or insisting on swimming in ice-cold pools in the middle of
winter.
This adventurous engagement with the physical
world created a state of high anxiety in my already

anxious mother, who filled my childhood with the
word "don't." "Don't walk there; it's dangerous.
Don't play in the dirt; you'll get dirty. Don't run too
fast; you'll fall."
One response to the personal limits set by my
mother and by the cultural boundaries placed on little girls in the 1950s was that I developed a fantasy
life replete with risk-takers and heroes who amazingly defied their physicality to accomplish great feats.
Joan of Arc fascinated me—her voices, her youth, and
the "miracle" of her inspired military triumphs. I
marveled at her extraordinary physical courage while
leading her troops into battle and was awestruck at
her choice to be burned alive rather than suffer a lifetime of imprisonment. Joan broke every boundary
that existed for her time, place, and gender. She personified the mythological Greek heroes who fought
monsters to save victims (usually women), conquered worlds and civilizations, and became masters

J51
MERLE HOFFMAN is publisher/editor-in-chief of O N THE ISSUES magazine and founder/president of both
Choices Women's Medical Center, Inc., and Choices Mental Health Center.
Winter

1 9 9 7• O N T H E ISSUES

In a world that demands that a woman put her children
ahead of all else, classical heroism is viewed as selfishness.
America has come to be synonymous
with the "great man." He, as hero, is the
avatar of humanity who encompasses a
transcendent value, such as courage or
loyalty, and, ideally, puts his life at extreme risk for the good of others or of
the whole community.
By this definition, one could reasonably argue that women and girls are by
their very nature heroic. The physical
risks they face are global and transgenerational—the risk of pregnancy, abortion,
rape, childbirth, intimate violence, oppression—risks that for the most part are
faced for their husbands, children, and
others that make up their community.
But these are the unchosen risks, the
ones that come with the territory of
being female. They do not belong to the
style of risk that is usually labeled heroic. And at the risk of being labeled politically incorrect, I believe we need to reN THE OTHER HAND, MY MOTHER HAS
not changed. Our respective ages serve that standard for individual acts of
and journeys through life have not al- great physical courage or challenge.
tered or diminished her anxiety. She is
Currently, that standard is in danger of
beset with fears about the few remnants melting away as the modern heroic style
of my childhood physical daring that re- is effectively diminished to fill the remain—my fast driving, horseback rid- quirements of a shallow and celebritying, adventure traveling. The real physi- obsessed culture. The concept of role
cal risk I face daily, that of being gunned model, celebrity sports figure, political
down by a fanatic "right to lifer," is usu- leader, and icon have become so fused
ally left unspoken between us.
and confused that even Hillary Clinton
I am aware that there is a strange in- meets the criterion! "I love Hillary beconsistency between my fear of physical cause she is a hero to so many American
pain and my willingness to risk my life girls," one member of her fan club told a
for my work and my beliefs. I'm fre- TV interviewer. It seems that having the
quently asked whether I'm afraid of good strategic sense to marry a man who
death at the hands of some fanatic, and I ultimately becomes President of the
always answer that it comes with the ter- United States is now considered heroic.
ritory, as it does for all of us who work Even Susan McDougal, former Whitewaon the front lines. But I do wonder some- ter partner of the Clintons, was described
times whether this is a type of heroism (albeit by her lawyer) as a "true American hero" on Larry King Live for choosing
or a pattern of denial.
to go to jail rather than agree to answer
The Random House Dictionary defines a
hero as a "man of distinguished courage questions from the grand jury about
or ability admired for his brave deeds President Clinton's role in Whitewater.
and noble qualities, or a person who, in
The heroic concept is now used to sell
the opinion of others, has heroic qualities cars (Peugot's "Search for the Hero Withor has performed a heroic act and is re- in") and has been absorbed whole into
garded as a model or ideal."
the personal-growth industry. One trainJoseph Campbell, in The Hero With a ing organization—Meristem, founded by
Thousand Faces, believes that everyone Carol S. Pearson, Ph.D.—postulates a
faces heroic opportunities. In a sense, six-stage heroic journey based on integrione could say that heroes are defined not ty rather than dragon-slaying. While
so much by their position in life as by Pearson recognizes that many feminists
their stance toward life, a stance of active attempt to embody the heroic paradigm
engagement. Though Campbell writes of through the Amazon archetype, she bean ageless heroic myth that has universal lieves that the warrior myth with its
application in all cultures, the hero in focus on power over other people and
of their universe. Joan was a hero in the
classical sense—the classical male
sense—and I loved her for it.
Gradually, as I grew up and shed the
cloak of my childhood invincibility, I
came to express my risk-taking by exposing myself more to loss than to injury. I learned to be afraid of physical
pain and to view my body as a fragile
vessel requiring constant protection. The
boundaries I have challenged as an adult
have been psychological, spiritual, and
political: the risk of being unaccepted,
the risk of loving unexpected and inappropriate people, the risk of an unconventional marriage, the risk of becoming
an entrepreneur, the risk of being childless, the risk of political dissent, the risk
of following my own dreams, the risk of
being alone.

O

the earth is "ultimately lonely and tragic." For Pearson, women can and do become heroes by fleeing, rather than slaying, dragons.
The highest goal for men and women
(after passing through the stages of innocent, orphan, martyr, wanderer, and
warrior) is to reach the egalitarian magician stage where one views life as a gift,
says Pearson. Heroism is then defined as
"not only moving mountains" but
"knowing mountains." This interpersonal-, psychological-growth model for the
heroic is conceptually far more available
to women and more socially acceptable.
But it leaves unsettled the question of
how to view women who dare to choose
the classical heroic journey.

I

N CHOOSING THIS PATH, THERE OFTEN IS

an element of what, when women do
it, is defined as selfishness. This is especially true when, unlike the adolescent
virgin Joan of Arc, they are married and
are mothers. That was the case with Alison Hargreaves and Sandy Hill Pittman,
two world-class mountain climbers who
personified the archetypal hero but received none of the rewards. Their transgression? Leaving their families behind,
one dared to die and the other to survive.
A survivor of the worst disaster ever
on Mount Everest, Pittman first made up
her mind to climb the highest mountain
in the world in 1963 at the age of nine
after the first American team reached the
summit. "In the National Geographic pho-

tos, the gender of the climbers was concealed by their bulky, high-altitude gear
and oxygen masks; never mind that they
were all men. I saw people in those pictures standing on top of the world," she
wrote in Vogue.
She started her working life as an editor at Mademoiselle. By 1992, Pittman recounts, "I was ready to embark on a project that has been accomplished by only
a handful of people—all of them men. I
would climb the highest mountain on
each continent, plus the highest peak located on an island."
Criticized for leaving her wealthy husband and child to risk the Everest climb,
Pittman writes that many of her Manhattan friends considered her ambitions
misguided. "'Aren't you afraid that your
husband will take up with someone else
while you're away,'" she reports they
asked her. '"How can you be a good
mother when you're gone for so long?'"
Pittman, who did eventually get divorced, believes that following her
dreams had in fact strengthened her
marriage: "That it lasted for seventeen
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years is, I believe, due to the fact that I
was able to live my dreams rather than
stifle them as married people often do."
Surviving last summer's Everest disaster in which eight people were killed,
Pittman was pilloried in the press for
"publicity seeking" (she had an NBC
website on the mountain), for being "assertive," for "worrying over her image,"
for seeing everything as "centric to her."
Her only public support came from
celebrity columnist Liz Smith in the New
York Post. "And really, what has she done
that's so bad?" Smith asked. "She needed a little help to get up the mountain?
She placed herself in a more heroic light
than some felt was called for?"
While recognizing that the risks she
takes are "grave ones," Pittman wrote
that "ultimately, despite the risks, I find
myself more peaceful on a high mountain than anywhere else I can imagine.
"Simply stated, I live by the belief that
sweat confirms life," Pittman added.
Like Pittman, Scottish climber Alison
Hargreaves fell in love with climbing as a
child. Starting with rock climbing at 13,
she gave up her parents' expectations for
her to read mathematics at Oxford. By
her early 30s, she had climbed six major
alpine north faces solo—becoming the
first person to do so in one season.
Reaching the summit of Switzerland's
formidable Mount Eiger in 1988, Hargreaves created a stir when it was discovered that she was five months pregnant
at the time. She was attacked by journalist Nigella Lawson as personifying "mefirst mountaineering"; he described her
climbing as a neurosis that "shows a reality-denying self-centeredness."
"I was pregnant, not sick," she responded. "What kind of mother would I
be if I sacrificed climbing for my children? It makes me me, and is what
makes me the good mother that I am."
She went on to become, in 1995, the
second person, male or female, to climb
Mount Everest solo without using oxygen. "We did not know if a woman
could do it before Alison," one physician
remarked, noting that women have
smaller lungs than men. Along with posing questions about her physiology, The
Angry Corrie, a Scottish fanzine, described Hargreaves as "driven, out of
control, and greedy, " as "gobbling up
summits while she could" and becoming
"perhaps too good of a climber."
As a group of British women journalists noted, every news report about her
accomplishments started with the words
"mother of two." When a male climber
either summited or died in the attempt,
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the headlines never read "father of one
killed on Everest."
What really frightened Hargreaves
was not the death zone on Everest above
26,000 feet, or climbing without oxygen,
but the thought of having no further
challenges to meet. "When I set off for
Everest...I was desperately afraid that if I
reached the top I wouldn't know what to
do next," she told an interviewer after
the Everest climb. Her fear led her to attempt K2, the other major Himalayan
mountain, three weeks later. And that
climb led to her death.
A RE ALISON HARGREAVES AND SANDY

X~\.Pittman feminist heroes? Hargreaves,
who supported her family by mountain
climbing, did not think of herself as either. "I don't go around saying I'm a feminist because I'm not. I'm a woman and
I've had a rough ride, but that's understandable. I'm in a male world. I've tackled it head on. I've got on with the job,"
she said. "Nobody can ever take away
the climbs I've done." Pittman has not
been quoted on the subject.
However they see their extraordinary
accomplishments, I see them as feminist

heroes. In a world that demands—of
women, far more than of men—that the
good of one's children come before personal desires or obsessions, freedom to
follow the solitary heroic journey is labeled as the ultimate selfishness.
I salute the heroic selfishness of Sandy
Hill Pittman and Alison Hargreaves. I
acknowledge their solitary journeys,
their extreme risk-taking, and welcome
them back to their community of women
and girls worldwide.
I also welcome Lisal Clayton, who circumnavigated the 31,000 miles of the
earth's oceans nonstop and alone, and
Ffyona Campbell, who walked 20,000
miles around the world, barely escaping
attack and rape on more than one occasion. Campbell was accused of self-promotion, even though her trek raised
$60,000 for charity. Her extraordinary
deed was attacked in the press as "intolerant and ruthless."
Hargreaves's favorite quote was the
Buddhist "Better to live one day as a
tiger than 1,000 years as a sheep." Ffyona Campbell's advice is more succinct:
"Don't let the bastards get you down."
Don't indeed! •
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Female Circumcision
Controversy
Thank you for having the courage to
print the photo essay on female circumcision [Portfolio, "Like Mother, Like
Daughter," fall]. It is one thing to hear a
narrative about it in Beijing at the U.N.
Conference on Women. It is quite another to be confronted with painfully graphic photos of the ordeal of one young
woman who is mutilated because of
"custom." ON THE ISSUES will have
played a role in stamping out this disgraceful and life-threatening custom.
Bonnie Squires
Wynnewood, PA
How anyone can publicize this revolting
exploitation of the mutilation of girls
and women is quite beyond my comprehension. It shows that your magazine
lacks all judgment and all decency and
understanding of women's needs. You
disgust me.
Fran P. Hosken
Lexington, MA
EDITOR'S NOTE: Fran P. Hosken is editor
and publisher of WIN (Women's International Network) News and a long-time pioneer in activism to end female genital mutilation. In bringing Stephanie Welsh's
powerful, Pulitzer Prize-winning photographs to our readership, O N THE ISSUES
intended to contribute to the important educational efforts of organizations such as
WIN.

I read with interest and horror your
photo-journal article by Stephanie Welsh
in the fall issue. It is a sad situation that
women from Africa and the Middle East
must endure this barbarous "surgery" to
become real woman and ready for marriage. But never in my wildest imagination did I dream it would become an
issue in my livable, liberal city of Seattle.
O N THE ISSUES welcomes letters and considers
them for publication in the magazine and on its
website, unless otherwise specified. Letters may
be edited for clarity and space. Send to O N THE
ISSUES, Choices Women's Medical Center, Inc.,
97-77 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 113743317, or e-mail to onissues@echonyc.com.

Why is it so difficult to understand that
objectification—often leading to abuseapplies to other animals as well as women?
—BATYA BAUMAN, CHAPEL HILL, NC

I read in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer that control isn't merely the reflection of the
a fine public institution, Harborview domineering female, subjugating patriMedical Center, is considering modified archy (in the guise of the powerful beast)
genital surgery on immigrant women through whip, bridle, and high boots
from Africa and the Middle East who with spurs. Rather, it's a strong
now live in Seattle. I was appalled and metaphor for that most basic foundation
immediately wrote a letter to the editor of women's continuous battle for equaliof the Post-Intelligencer, which published ty." Can this in any way be construed as
it a few days later.
feminist thinking?
Let's be honest: Is it really love for the
We all need to be alert to the possibilihorses, or is it love for keeping and
using horses? I have no doubt that the
women also love—in their own way—
the horses they keep. But so do many
men who have beautiful women hanging on their arms as show pieces also
love these women. Why is it so difficult
for many feminists to understand and
accept that objectification—often leading
to exploitation and abuse—applies to
other animals as well as to women?
Breeding, riding, showing, and other
The International Conspiracy Against Abortion Rights
equestrian activities necessarily objectify
and exploit horses. The horse is not a
consenting individual. The horse does as
he/she is trained to do for the pleasure
and gratification of the human owner.
I must correct the distortion of my
views in a sidebar accompanying the arty that other hospitals in America may ticle ["Why Don't Women Leaders Bridle
engage in this "surgery."
at Horse Abuse?"]. I frame these views
Esther Brolin Bailey in the context of my attitudes toward all
Seattle, WA animals, which is best described by paraphrasing Alice Walker: Animals exist for
EDITOR'S NOTE: AS we went to press, Contheir own reasons, not for ours, just as
gress passed legislation banning female geni- black people and women exist for their
tal mutilation in the United States. The ban, own reasons and not for others'. There is
which goes into effect in March 1997, proa special meaning here for women
vides prison terms for up to five years for equestrians. The horses are perceived as
anyone convicted of performing the surgery. property, well-taken-care-of and beloved
Watch for more coverage of this development property, to be sure, but nonetheless obin a future issue.
jectified as something owned for the
owners' pleasure.
How Equal Are the Horses?
What would make me feel a whole lot
Your article by Norine Dworkin [Sports, better about women who love horses so
"Equestrian Equality," fall], with its ac- much would be for them to be in the
companying photos of women on horses forefront of efforts to end the many ways
in full regalia—leather boots, crops in horses are exploited and abused in our
hand (presumably used to hit the horses culture. If these women were working to
to urge them on)—is not an article one outlaw the cruelties of rodeos, horse racwould ordinarily find in such a progres- ing, the carriage-horse trade, horses used
sive and enlightened feminist publica- in entertainment such as circuses and
tion as OTI, not because it deals with movies, and, of course, Premarin proequestrianism but because it distorts duction (from pregnant mares' urine),
feminism. The "desire for power and their love for horses would find a deeper
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place in my heart.
Finally, Norine Dworkin writes that
Feminists for Animal Rights (FAR)
"stresses education, not disruption." I
wish to make clear that FAR does believe
in nonviolent disruption as well as in
consciousness-raising and education.
We have no objection to people "chaining themselves to obstacles" when done
to prevent the abuse of human or other
animals.
Batya Bauman
Chapel Hill, NC

What's Love Got to Do With It?
Reading through the articles in your fall
publication, it became clear that the title
on the cover ["Loving Babies, Hating
Women"] was incorrect. Reflecting on
the ways in which men in power harass,
abuse, control, starve, incarcerate, harangue, and belittle not just women but
their own offspring, one might conclude
that men love the "fruit of their loins"
only the first nine months. Once the
child is birthed, interest wanes dramatically. These men need their images to be
born, but will not or cannot go the next
step to protect and nurture the developing child who is not really all them. A
more accurate title might be "Loving
Themselves, Loving Their Sperm."
R. Hosek
Addison, IL
Thank you for the excellent work the
staff and writers of OTI perform in keeping us alert to things happening around
the world. The article about Human Life
International ["The Anti-abortion Stealth
Campaign," by Jennifer Gonnerman,
fall] provided me with information to locate their website and study some of
their material. I have been able to identify tactics and slogans being used by the
Catholic protesters around the local
women's clinic when I serve as a volunteer escort.
While acting as escort outside Southlake Women's Clinic I was approached
by a young woman who had entered the
clinic from the front sidewalk a few minutes earlier. She had passed through the
three Catholic women picketing in front
of the clinic and received some very
mean harassment. She walked up to me
and asked these simple questions: "What
gives these people the right to talk to us
the way they do? Do they not realize that
before we get here, we have spent nights
crying and going over and over this situation? Do they really think we wake up
one morning and say, 'I think I'll abort a
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baby today?' My daughter is only 14
years old and has a whole life to live.
She needs time to prepare for life, not
have a baby. Are they going to help her
prepare to support herself and a child?
What gives them the right to condemn
us for the most difficult decision we ever
had to make?"
Tears were beginning to escape from
her pained eyes as she looked to me for
an explanation. But as the tears began to
form in my eyes, all I could say was: Yes,
I know. That is why we are here.
Bill Angell
Arlington, TX
CLARIFICATION: In

"The Anti-abortion

Stealth Campaign," O N THE ISSUES reported
that Planned Parenthood's opposition-research unit had been disbanded. Although
several veteran members of that unit are no
longer at Planned Parenthood, its work in
fact continues in the Clinic Defense and Research Project, which publishes Front Lines
Research, a quarterly report on the radical
right.

Born to Be Happy
Something I read a while ago about the
concept of happiness stuck in my mind,
and your recent editorial ["Happiness
and the Feminist Mind," by Merle Hoffman, fall] brought it back. In some Eastern traditions, humans are considered to
be born happy, and our life task is to
maintain/retain this happiness each of
us is born with. In contrast, Westerners
view happiness as something each individual must pursue and ultimately attain. Each of these worldviews of individual happiness shapes how we treat
one another and the earth. I know this
concept of retaining my inherent happiness, rather than pursuing it, has certainly changed my attitude toward my own
life in quite a positive way. Now that I'm
no longer pursuing happiness through
acquiring more possession, or that perfect relationship, etc., I now have time
and energy for feminist activism and I'm
happy!
Aurora A. Fox
Bellingham, WA

Sexual Harassment vs.
Sexual Assault
We are writing to commend you on your
excellent article about United States v.
Lanier [Law Watch, "The Judge Who Got
Off/' by Joy Ward, fall] and to draw your
attention to two points.
Your article states that "federal civil
rights statues had never before been

used to prosecute sexual harassment"
and uses the term "sexual harassment"
interchangeably with sexual assault and
sexual abuse. These terms are not interchangeable. Although sexual harassment
is serious and damaging conduct that
can include physical contact legally recognizable as sexual assault, it is a civil
law term that includes noncontact abuse.
The jury found Judge Lanier guilty of
sexually assaulting his victims under
color of state law in violation of 18
U.S.C. § 242; the criminal charges bear
no mention of "sexual harassment" because sexual harassment is not a crime.
Mislabeling Judge Lanier's egregious
misconduct as "sexual harassment" was
one means by which the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals trivialized and demeaned the pain and suffering of Judge
Larder's victims and deliberately distorted the constitutional magnitude of his
crimes. In the same vein, the appellate
court conflated Judge Larder's sexual assaults with "simple assault."
After twisting the facts, the appellate
judges twisted the law, which was the
only way they could shield this repeat
abuser from justice. In fact, there are numerous cases in which courts have recognized sexual assault as a civil rights
violation. For example, under the civil
statute 42 U.S.C. § 1983, teachers' sexual
assaults on their students have been held
to deprive the students of their bodily
integrity. The appellate judges' decision
to insulate this judge from the law he is
charged with upholding required them
to deviate from well-established precedent. Of the many courts that have considered the question of whether sexual
assault by a state actor constitutes a deprivation of civil rights, a violation of the
bodily integrity protected by the due
process clause of the Constitution, the
Sixth Circuit is the only court to hold
that it does not.
The NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund has submitted an amicus curiae
(friend of the court) brief to the Supreme
Court in Lanier on behalf of itself and 14
other organizations. The Supreme Court,
and Chief Justice Rehnquist in particular,
have in the past made very strong statements about rape as, "short of homicide,
the ultimate violation of self." We hope
this understanding of the impact of sexual assault will be evident in their decision in this case.
Lynn Hecht Schafran
Senior Staff Attorney, NOW Legal
Defense and Education Fund
New York, NY

talking .
feminist
Try Diagnosing Men's Mind Games
Instead of PathoLogizing Women
by Paula J. Caplan

gave the organization the opportunity to
take a leadership role in recognizing this
cluster of behavior as a significant social
When sociologist Margrit Eichler and I
problem. We also noted that some
first composed our made-up mental disorder, "Delusional Dominating Personal- women, as well as some men, fit the
DDPD symptom picture and that it often
ity Disorder (DDPD)/' to classify tradicharacterizes military and political leadtionally sexist men's behavior as a
ers and the heads of major corporations.
mental illness, it was a consciousnessraising and educational exercise. WhenWhen I told Margrit that I didn't care
ever we would read the DDPD criteria to much for the term "mental disorder"
groups of students or other audiences
and suspected there wasn't a chance that
(see "Do You Recognize This Man?" opDDPD would get into the DSM, she
posite), they would invariably begin by
replied, "We submit it, and we save the
laughing when they heard the first few.
correspondence."
By the middle questions, they'd be lisWas she ever right. The letters the
tening intently, and, by the last ones,
DSM leaders sent and the material in the
they were yelling out, "This is a real
minutes of their meetings revealed the
problem! I know people like this!"
process by which this powerful handful
of people decides who is normal and
Eventually, we came to the conclusion
which diagnoses are admitted or kept
that it should be more than an exercise.
out of their "bible." Understanding this
So in 1989, we asked the American Psyprocess is important because the DSM,
chiatric Association (APA) to add DDPD
now in its fourth edition, is so influento its list of official mental illnesses. After
tial. Its previous edition sold over a milall, its diagnostic handbook—The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis- lion copies, earned more than a million
dollars for the APA, and was translated
orders (DSM), the "bible" of mental
into 17 languages. Virtually all psyhealth professionals—classifies many
chotherapy patients whose insurance
kinds of traditionally feminine behavior
pays for their therapy receive a DSM
as signs of mental disorder but has no
category that pathologizes unhealthy, tra- label that goes into their file and is sent
to the insurers.
ditionally masculine behavior. There is
no "John Wayne syndrome" or "macho
Although the APA is quite reluctant to
personality disorder." In our proposal to
look at new ways of diagnosing probthe APA, we pointed out that DDPD
lems mainly associated with white
males—no doubt at least partly because
PAULA J.
CAPLAN,
PH.D., the gatekeepers of the DSM are a handC . P S Y C H , is a clinical and research ful of mostly white, mostly male American psychiatrists and a few psycholopsychologist and author of The Myth of
Women's Masochism (University of gists—it has been very open to adding
Toronto Press), Don't Blame Mother categories that pathologize women. A
(HarperCollins), and They Say You're brief look at a tiny fraction of these
Crazy: How the World's Most Powerful misogynist diagnoses reveals some of
Psychiatrists Decide Who's Normal the dangers that await any woman:
(Addison-Wesley),
Premenstrual syndrome was classified

as a severe mental illness affecting at
least half a million American women as
of the 1987 DSM edition. This is not
about chocolate cravings and uterine
cramps or even some irritability or depression (men have been proved to be
more irritable than premenstrual women,
and researchers' efforts to find more depression premenstrually than at other
times have failed). It is about claiming
that 500,000 women in this country are
mentally disordered in some presumably
female-hormone-related way, despite evidence that is not the case.

A

S I learned when I served on two
DSM committees (before resigning
because I was appalled by the process),
the people who ultimately make the decisions about what goes into the book
and what is kept out are willing to ignore
and distort research, even invent diagnostic categories. Despite the APA's own
literature review, which yielded little information about whether a premenstrual
mental disorder existed and revealed
that the little available research was very
"preliminary" and plagued by many
methodological problems, the committee
on this topic recommended that the category go into the next edition of the manual, and indeed it did. It is there now.
The practice of calling women who are
suffering "masochists" and attributing
their suffering to a conscious or unconscious "need to suffer" has not abated
since Freud's disciple Helena Deutsch
named masochism as one of femininity's
three essential features (along with passivity and narcissism). The myth that
women are masochists is regularly used
to justify ignoring the real causes of
women's suffering, such as oppression
and violence. Even Gloria Steinem, in an
otherwise brilliant critique of Freud's
work (based on the premise "If Freud
had been a woman") neglects to question that aspect of his theory. And
Steinem has repeatedly said for publication that "any woman who is not a feminist is a masochist," a remark that implies that some women do like to suffer.
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Psychiatry has "premenstrual dysphoric disorder"—
but no "John Wayne syndrome or macho personality disorder."

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS MAN?*
A quiz you'll never see in Cosmo and Redbook
Then there's "Munchausen's syndrome by proxy." In child-custody disputes, when mothers allege that their exhusbands have sexually abused their
children, lawyers representing fathers
are quick to find therapists who will diagnose these mothers as having the
proxy version of this syndrome. Munchausen's syndrome has long been used
to describe people—often, women—who
are said to go from doctor to doctor, supposedly seeking one who will tell them
that something is terribly wrong with
them physically and will perform
surgery on them. The "proxy" form of
the syndrome is said to apply to a person with a sick need to believe that
something terrible is happening to her
child. These cases do exist, but they're
very rare. More commonly, Munchausen's syndrome by proxy is a fancy
way of saying that it's not the abusive father but rather the mother who reports
the abuse who should be pathologized,
condemned, and disbelieved.
Of all of the misogynist mechanisms
feminists have uncovered in the past
century, one of the most insidious has
been the diagnosing of women as mentally ill in order to maintain control over
individual women and women as a
group. Psychologist Phyllis Chesler's
brilliant book Women and Madness remains the classic in the field. Although it
was first published in 1972, it is still eerily up-to-date.

Men who meet at least six of the following criteria may have Delusional
Dominating Personality Disorder! Warning: DDPD is pervasive, profound, and a
maladaptive organization of the entire personality! (Check as many as apply.)
1.1s he...
Q unable to establish and maintain meaningful
interpersonal relationships?
•

unable to identify and express a range of
feelings in himself (typically accompanied by
an inability to identify accurately the feelings
of other people)?

Q use power, silence, withdrawal, and/or
avoidance rather than negotiation in the face
of interpersonal conflict or difficulty?
•

unable to derive pleasure from doing things
for others?

•

• the delusion that women like to suffer and
be ordered around;
• the delusion that physical force is the best
method of solving interpersonal problems;
• the delusion that men's sexual and

G categorize spheres of functioning and sets of
behavior rigidly according to sex (like believing
housework is women's work)?
•

•

display any of the following delusions:
• the delusion that men are entitled to the
services of any woman with whom they are
personally associated;

Q inflate the importance and achievements of
himself, males in general, or both?

aggressive impulses are uncontrollable;
• the delusion that pornography and erotica
are identical;

use a gender-based double standard in
interpreting or evaluating situations or
behavior (considering a man who makes
breakfast sometimes to be extraordinarily
good, for example, but considering a woman
who sometimes neglects to make breakfast
deficient)?

• the delusion that women control most of the
world's wealth and/or power but do little of
the world's work;
• the delusion that existing inequalities in the
distribution of power and wealth are a
product of the survival of the fittest and
that, therefore, allocation of greater social
and economic rewards to the already
privileged are merited.

feel inordinately threatened by women who fail
to disguise their intelligence?

3. Does he have...
•

a pathological need to affirm his social impor-

•

a distorted approach to sexuality, displaying

tance by displaying himself in the company of

itself in one or both of these ways:

females who meet any three of these criteria:

• a pathological need for flattery about

• are younger;

misuse of diagnosis to keep women
down. The dangers are great for white,
heterosexual, able-bodied women in middle adulthood. They are even greater for
women who do not fit those categories.
(Therapists have been shown to be more
inclined to pathologize such women than
to pathologize either white, heterosexual,
able-bodied women or men.)
Societies tend to have scapegoats,
whom they use to keep power for themselves in the following way: If anyone
complains about the status quo, those in
power lay the blame on the scapegoats,

• are shorter;
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believe that women are responsible for the
bad things that happen to him, while the good
things are due to his own abilities,
achievements, or efforts?

e have to protest the use and

Winter

unable to respond appropriately and empathically to the feelings and needs of close
associates and intimates (often leading to the
misinterpretation of signals from others)?

2. Does he...

• are conventionally physically attractive; or

W

•

• weigh less;
• appear to be lower on socioeconomic
criteria; or
• are more submissive

his sexual performance and/or the size of
his genitalia;
• an infantile tendency to equate
large breasts on women with their
sexual attractiveness.
Q emotionally uncontrolled resistance
to reform efforts that are oriented
toward gender equity?

...than he is?

The tendency to consider himself a "New Man" neither proves nor disproves that
the subject fits within this diagnostic category.
*Some women also fit many of these criteria, either because they wish to be as
dominant as men or because they feel men should be dominant.
Freely adapted, with permission, from They Say You're Crazy:
How the World's Most Powerful Psychiatrists Decide Who's Normal (Addison-Wesley, 1995) by Paula J. Caplan.

as in "It's these feminists who insist on
having careers who are responsible for
the high rate of unemployment, juvenile
crime, and men's impotence." Thus,
women who silently endure abuse can
be diagnosed as masochistic or "self-defeating"; women who try to protect their
children from abusive ex-husbands can
be diagnosed as suffering from "Munchausen's by proxy"; and those who respond to oppression or control with irritability and anger can be diagnosed as
having "premenstrual dysphoric disorder," as it's called in the DSM.
In North America, we are inclined to

believe that mental health is an arena in
which other people are the experts, that
there is some Real Truth about who is
mentally ill, that we probably don't even
know the right questions to ask and
would make fools of ourselves if we
protested. But when being labeled as
mentally disordered can deprive us of
custody of our children, of possibilities
for employment and for disability and
health insurance, and of the legal right to
make decisions about our lives, there is
too much at stake for us to agree to let
these fears strangle our speech. •

as dead-baby meat. Oops! I mean veal.
Since human beings are the only species
whose adults still drink milk, cows have
become humanity's wet nurses. So successful has the dairy industry been in
purveying its goods that cow's milk is
the default setting, the presumed norm
of milk drinking. If we women lactate,
our product is called "mother's milk."
What then are cows if not mothers? And
who else gives milk? Fathers?
Under normal circumstances, the cow
can live for 20 to 25 years. Now, she is
"spent" by age four and goes to that
great hamburger heaven at your local
fast-food business. (Forty percent of
America's hamburger comes from
"spent" dairy cows.)

S

urely our feminism is not so anthropocentric that we can ignore the
reproductive slavery of the cow. Dairy
products require the specific exploitation
of the female reproduction system. Milk
is not given, it is taken from cows. They
are the objects, not the subjects, in the
production of milk. Why else
by Carol Adams
is cow a derogatory word for
women but because of this
Pity the poor mad cow. The
enslavement of her mammafrightening threat that her disry glands and her offspring,
ease could be passed on to individuals who ate cows cast a
then consumption of her
shadow over meat-eating
body? Yet if she has preoccuhabits in Great Britain and elsepied us on this side of the Atwhere in Europe earlier this
lantic, it is because of the
year. Her image screamed to us
question, Can mad cow disfrom newspapers and other
ease happen here? Her
media, terrifying meat eaters
plight? Unfortunate. Our
with a deadly dementia, threatplight? An emergency.
ening political relationships
In several senses, a meat
within the European Union,
diet already kills people here
alarming meat producers in
and abroad, as a minority of
both Europe and the U.S. She
op-ed columnists proclaimed
prompted a demand for veggie
In England, mad cow disease has spread like wildfire, boring tiny holes
in the wake of the appearin the brains of cattle. But the way some people eat meat, we wonder if
burgers to a degree usually
ance of mad cow disease.
cows aren't the only ones with holes in their heads. Meat causes heart
found only at Grateful Dead
Isn't the real dementia meat
disease, cancer, high blood pressure, strokes, diabetes, gallstones, and
concerts. Now, in the time that
eating itself? It is linked to
other life-shortening illnesses, as well as devastating the environment
it would take a cow to become
and our water supply. Isn't it time you considered the alternative?
many of the life-shortening
pregnant and deliver a calf
diseases that afflict individuunto the meat-production system, mad
Britain, workers who are no longer need- als in developed countries (heart disease,
cows have disappeared from the cultural
ed are made redundant; cows, at the end cancer, high blood pressure, strokes, diascreen.
of their "productive lives," are made into betes).
meat pies. Except, that is, those suspectNo longer is the mad cow the latest
Like the illness, which takes years to
entrant in the extended list of hysterical
ed of harboring "bovine spongiform enmanifest itself, the philosophical confemales who populate cultural myths.
cephalopathy." They are incinerated.
cerns about mad cow disease linger. We
Now she is just another working stiff,
Talk about the burning time.
have yet another opportunity to see that
with one major difference. In Great
Mad? Hell, why not angry? Cows
everything is connected—or, in a more
today are milked ten months of the year,
jaundiced view, "What goes around
CAROL ADAMS, author of The Sexual including seven months of their ninecomes around." It is not as though the
business of producing meat changed
Politics of Meat: A Feminist-Vegetarian month forced pregnancies. They can't
radically in the wake of the recent
Critical Theory (Continuum), is currently suckle their own offspring, who either
brouhaha. A business usually shrouded
writing a book called Living Among Meat enter the career track of dairy cows
themselves or appear on our local menus by a mutually agreed-upon covenant
Eaters.

Long After the Moo, Concerns
About Mad Cow Disease Linger

These days, cows
aren't the
only ones
with holes
in their
heads
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("You don't want to know too much
about how your meat is produced, and
we don't want to tell you") suddenly
was front-page news. Rendering, the
nasty business of using every bit of the
cow but the moo, abruptly was no
longer just an economical business habit.
It caused shock waves: You mean cows
have been eating this? Yes, they have.
Rendering is the life-support system
of the animal industrial complex because
it efficiently and profitably disposes of
parts of animal bodies that cannot be
sold as "meat" for human beings. Using
the formerly rejected pieces and parts of
bodies from cows, sheep, and other animals, the rendering business produces
fat products such as margarine, soap,
and feedstuff. According to the United

States Department of Agriculture, 14
percent of the cow carcasses rendered in
the U.S. are fed to other cattle. Their diet
also includes chicken manure and sometimes municipal wastes. On the one
hand, herbivores are forced to be cannibals; on another, they become garbagedisposal systems.
Meat eaters think they are doing what
vegetarians are doing—earing ethically—
without actually doing what vegetarians
are doing—not eating animals. With the
appearance of the mad cow, suddenly
this contradiction became more obvious.
Her invisibility is in the best interest of
the producer and the consumer. Their
"Don't ask, don't tell" policy was threatened. The mad cow had to disappear.
She's gone, but not forgotten. •

Dateline Death Row:
On Watching a Man Die
by Donna Renae

that can never be fully expressed in the
few minutes or even seconds I have to
"Number 6-2-6..."
get a story across.
Yes, that's the first part of my raffle
But this time, I had not been assigned
ticket.
to watch James die; I was only asked to
"...1-4-4."
cover his death from the makeshift
"That's me!" Normally, I would have
media center set up in a staff training
shouted out, "I win!" But this was no
room where witnesses describe the event
time to celebrate. My lucky blue raffle
afterward. And anyway, this execution
ticket meant I'd won the "privilege" of
was small potatoes compared with the
watching a man die.
hanging that had taken place two
months before.
Executions in Delaware still make the
national news, I'm happy to say.
It was my choice to put in for the
America still finds them unusual enough raffle. A morbid curiosity, perhaps; or a
to mention. But this state—as small as it
chance to explore the connections
is—is getting a large reputation as one
between criminals, their victims, and
that not only sentences its prisoners to
what we perceive as justice.
death but follows through. Eight men
James Clark, Jr., was an infant when
have been executed here since 1992; 11
he was put up for adoption—allegedly
more await identical fates.
the product of a one-night stand. He
would turn out to be Betty and James,
On this night, a man named James B.
Sr.,'s only child. By the time young
Clark, Jr., age 39, was to die by lethal
James could walk, he became violent. He
injection for murdering his adoptive
was expelled from preschool for beating
parents in 1994. As a radio journalist in
up other children, and as he grew, he
Wilmington, I get to cover all kinds of
was in constant trouble. Despite several
events, many of which inspire thoughts
years of counseling, he still could not
control himself.
D O N N A RENAE is a five-year U.S.
Finally, at 16, James was given a 30Navy veteran and graduate of the University
year sentence for strangling a 3-year-old
of Westminster, England. She currently
works as a radio news anchor and reporter at nearly to death. He served 21 years, and
WDEL Newstalk 1150-AM in Wilmington, just a month after his release, he shot
and killed his elderly parents.
Delaware.
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I had never seen anyone die, and I
was growing deeply apprehensive about
it. I wondered what the condemned man
looked like, whether he would be defiant
or trembling with fear during his last
moments. Most of all, I wondered what
he would see, and where he would go.
As a humanist (or "theologically
unencumbered," as I prefer), I don't
believe in heaven or hell, or a god that
sits in judgment. But I know the
Christian family members of most
murder victims do, and they want killers
to suffer the same pain as their prey.
This argument presents a variety of
paradoxes. First, it flies in the face of
Jesus' instruction to turn the other cheek:
In Matthew 5:38-39, Jesus explicitly
denounces the Mosaic tradition of "an
eye for an eye," and in 5:44 he
commands his followers to "love your
enemies."
Second, most death row inmates go to
their graves claiming a rebirth in Christ
that will cleanse them of their sins and
grant them entrance into heaven. As
Jesus said in Matthew 19:30, "Many who
are first will be last, and the last will be
first," meaning everyone who repents—
no matter when in their lives—will be
saved. Thus, the killer meets the same
fate as the victim (who presumably also
repented in time).

F

urthermore, there's the claim that
survivors need an execution in order
to achieve "closure." This defers even
more power to the killer, and hinges the
recovery process on yet another death. It
also makes victims' family members
appear as if they're taking the same sick
delight as the murderer in watching
someone die—keeping the cycle of
violence chugging right along.
As it turns out, there were to be no
family members present at James's
execution; just prosecutors,
investigators, James's public defender,
and us—the seven reporters.
As zero hour neared, we traded in our
raffle tickets for ID badges and solemnly
boarded the bus bound for the prison.
On the ten-minute ride, we passed the
flickering candles of about 60 protesters
assembled at one of the gates. It was just
before midnight; the state was obligated
to carry out its sentence between that
time and 3 A.M.
The trailer in which lethal injections
are performed in Delaware is separate
from the rest of the prison, and I was
told that, since breakfast time, James had
been awaiting his fate from a cell there.
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As we got off the bus, guards in flak
jackets patrolled the immediate
perimeter with dogs. In the distance,
police cars with their hazard lights on
blocked all gates.
James never appealed his sentence, I
learned. It seems prison life had
deteriorated so greatly over the years
that he couldn't stand the constant
struggle with other inmates to keep even
the slightest of amenities—books,
writing paper, a toothbrush. He refused
all attempts by his lawyer to fight the
jury's decision. In fact, it was later
revealed James lied about his motivation
for killing his parents—for the insurance
money—so that he would indeed be put
to death.
When it was time to enter the
execution trailer, the reporters were
warned not to bother or speak to any of
the other witnesses, and told "no
horsing around." Following orders, we
quietly marched through two barbedwire-topped fences toward the open
door of the trailer, which had unusually
bright, white light spilling out of it.
How ironic, I thought—we're walking
toward the light. As soon as we clomped
up the steps, the first witnesses lunged
in and fanned out against the glass
separating us from James Clark. He was
already tightly strapped to a gurney,
arms straight out, IV tubes in his veins.
At that point, I didn't know whether he
could see us, but no matter; even with
his eyes closed I know he felt us rush in.
Some of the witnesses were so close to
the glass I thought they were going to
fog it, and I had to struggle to see
James's face, thinly mustached and
framed by his long, wavy brown hair. As
we settled, the warden asked the
condemned man if he had any last
words, and without opening his eyes,
James began to speak.
"Hey, Jerry?" he called out over a
cheap intercom between the two rooms.
His lawyer, directly in front of me,
replied, "Yeah?"
"Hey listen, man, my soul is free, all
right?"
"Yeah," Jerry squeaked.
"No more pain, you know?"
"Yeah."

"Thanks for everything, all right?" the
prisoner added.
"Yeah," Jerry managed one more time.
And with that, James began to die.
Standing closest to him was the
warden, who never moved. Next to the
warden was a woman with a clipboard,
eyes frozen. And next to her, a

12

motionless man with a telephone to his
ear, keeping an open line to the
governor.
Reflected in a two-way mirror behind
which an anonymous executioner stood,
I could see the stern faces of the men and
women in front of me. Nothing; no tears,
no reaction. And between them I could
see me, gawking at a dying man.
With the exception of a couple of deep
breaths, I'd say James exited gracefully,
changing neither position nor
expression. In fact, the only suspicion I
had he was gone was when his face and
neck turned pale. His lips were already
parted, and his muscles were relaxed.
James wanted to die; the state obliged
him.
When it appeared he was still for
good, a curtain on the other side of the
glass closed. The time of death was
announced: 12:20 A.M., April 19,1996.

B

y the time I went back to work, it
was clear I had become a member of
some sort of exclusive club—"People
Who Have Witnessed an Execution."
There aren't very many of us, I suppose.
I gathered this when I interviewed
Republican Rep. Mike Castle the next
day for an unrelated story.
"What was it like?" he asked; but
before I could answer, he said, "You
know, I support the death penalty—I
was governor when it was restored in
Delaware."

He continued, "I think it's a good
deterrent, especially for criminals who
might not otherwise give a second
thought to the victim, of, say, an armed
robbery. See, if they thought they might
get the death sentence, they might not
kill anyone."
Gently, I thought, gently—don't let the
air out all at once.
"Well, you could say," I began, "that
people who don't think twice about
killing someone else probably don't
place a whole lot of value on their own
lives, either."
"Yes...I see your point, but...," he went
on—and on a little longer until his
assistant shifted in his seat to indicate
time was at a premium this particular
morning.
And it was. I hadn't slept after
watching James die, and wouldn't for
most of another day, until my lover
brought me home to his bed.
Lying in his arms, I thought about
how Betty and James, Sr, must have felt
when they brought their baby son home
for the first time. At last, they could be a
family.
Now that family was dead.
"Everything's all right," my lover
whispered into the haunted darkness.
"Is it?" I asked. I had already wept a
number of times, and I wanted it over,
done, dealt with.
"Yes," he assured me. "James doesn't
hurt anymore." •

When Feminism Meets the Press,
Our Real Politics Get Lost
by Bonnie J. Dow
and Lisa Maria Hogeland
The Thomas/Hill hearings, the William
Kennedy Smith trial, Thelma and Louise,
Tailhook, Nannygate, Lorena Bobbitt, the
Citadel and VMI, Packwood, O.J.—the
'90s have been a peculiar time to be a
feminist. Such events are "gender
episodes"—moments when the media
discover anew that women are
oppressed, moments when women's
rage explodes into public discourse in a
display of media pyrotechnics. And
feminists too often are grateful—as if we
win something when our issues make

the national news. When the smoke
clears and we haven't won anything
tangible, we take solace in the notion
that some feminist issue—wife battering,
sexual harassment, rape, unequal access
to education—has been deemed
"newsworthy."
The popular press refers to its
coverage of gender episodes as
consciousness-raising, taking as its
metaphor our foundational feminist
practice. This is inaccurate: What the
mass media do with gender episodes is
not CR at all. Sensationalizing the
Simpson murder trial into the Crime of
the Century worked directly against the

ON

THE

ISSUES

• Winter

1997

Dumbing down feminism for marketing purposes
solves nothing. Indeed, such a strategy insults women.
practice of CR: Insisting that we see O.J.
Simpson's history as a batterer as the
high drama of a flawed American hero
actively resisted the connections
between the personal and the political
on which CR is based.
At the same time, even the most
sensationalist media coverage of events
that have particular feminist
implications does contribute to a
widespread sense of feminist literacy.
The concept of feminist literacy enables
us to understand what has been a major
achievement of the second wave of
American feminism—broad awareness
of women's issues as women's issues. It
is feminism that has made concepts such
as sexual harassment and domestic
violence a part of everyday life.

W e should be carefulnotto

overestimate the political import of
feminist literacy—it is a byproduct of the
intersection of media and feminism, and
it is by no means an unmediated vision
of feminism. Feminist literacy does not
mean that media are educating women
about feminism but, rather, that concepts
about feminism are widely available,
even if commodified, sensationalized, or
oversimplified. This doesn't just happen
in news coverage: The same claims can
be made for talk shows, made-for-TV
movies, some series television, and some
women's magazines. All of these forums
have a common set of inadequacies, as
feminist media critics often charge: They
represent the problems of patriarchy as
the aberrant psychoses of a few bad
men, they offer individual solutions, and
they generally promote a kind of selfhelp feminism.
Feminist literacy means that
surprising numbers of women know the
nuclear family can be a dangerous place
for women, that the second shift is unfair
to women, that beauty standards are
oppressive to women, that divorce is the
fast track to poverty for women, and that
U.S. society does nothing to facilitate
women's combining waged work with
childrearing. Yet most women don't
BONNIE ). DOW teaches rhetoric and
media at the University of Georgia. She is the

author of Prime-Time Feminism: Television, Media Culture, and the Women's
Movement Since 1970 (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1966).
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change their lives in response to this
knowledge: They simply hope for the
best, encouraged by mass media's selfhelp feminism. We have seen this
hopefulness in our women's studies
classrooms, which are filled with young
women who are deeply interested in
feminist analysis of marriage—and who
are certain both that times have changed
and that their marriages will be
different.
When we assume that feminist literacy
is CR, we miss the import of this sense of
individual exceptionalism. As it was
practiced in the early part of the second
wave, CR insisted on the relationship
between the personal and political—on
the ways that individual experiences
were conditioned by larger social and
political forces. Individual solutions
(including selecting exceptional men as
partners) were understood to be lucky
and contingent, hardly the political
answer to a political struggle for justice.
Using CR as a metaphor for literacy
ignores the pervasive belief that women,
armed with their mass-mediated
knowledge of women's issues, can
escape oppression through the force of
their personal decisions—they can spot
the batterer, avoid the harasser, and fight
off the rapist. Calling literacy CR leads
us to assume that women who are aware
of women's issues understand them
politically. CR did not bring revolution,
and feminist literacy will not either.
Calling literacy CR is a mistake
because it elides the distinction between
women and feminism. The current batch
of popular books about feminism
illustrates this slippage. They are
centrally concerned with how feminism
speaks to or for all women, and all
recommend ways for the movement to
adapt its message to attract a larger
constituency. All women are feminists in
their hearts, these books assume, and
what the movement needs is better
public relations strategies to alert
women to their essential feminism.
Yet this prescription ignores the fact
that women can have a stake in systems

of domination. The resistance to the
concerns of women of color and lesbians
even within the feminist movement over
the past 30 years evidences this—but
these writers pay no attention to that.
The history of our own movement
teaches us that feminism is an
achievement: Feminist politics arise (and
change) out of debate and challenge,
political and intellectual work, rather
than simply from knowing that we are
female. Making the world safe for the
word feminism is no substitute for
achieving real social change for women.

F

ocusing on PR ignores the
institution-building work, activism,
and political struggle that sustain the
movement even as the media gleefully
proclaim feminism's demise. The
periodic resurgence of feminist literacy
is possible only because there is a
feminism outside mass media: In
women's studies programs, feminist
media, battered women's shelters, rape
crisis and women's health centers,
feminist publishing houses and
bookstores, among other places. These
are the places where the real work of
feminism is done, not the New York
Times bestseller list.
We cannot solve our PR problems by
eviscerating the political complexity of
gender's intersections with race, class,
and sexuality in order to attract the
preferred media audience of white,
bourgeois, heterosexual women between
the ages of 18 and 49. Dumbing down
feminism for marketing purposes solves
nothing. Indeed, such a strategy insults
women: If women loved to be
patronized, there would be no feminist
movement at all. We cannot rest on a
vision of a "power feminism" that
depends upon the disempowerment of
lots of women; such a feminism is not
worthy of the label. We cannot retreat
from the real political struggles of
feminism into some Utopian or
complacent vision that feminist literacy
means the revolution is at hand.
Moreover, it may be precisely the
simplicity of these visions of feminism
that alienates women from the label:
LISA MARIA H O C E L A N D
teaches
feminist theory and women's literature at the Despite their investment in individual
University of Cincinnati. She is completing a solutions, women know that the
book, Feminism and Its Fictions: The Con- complexities of their experiences can be
addressed by neither power suits nor
sciousness-Raising Novel 1968-1982.
combat boots. •
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Does every child
need a father?
Increasingly, our
society's answer is
"no,"

or at least

"not necessarily."
Few idea shifts in
this century are
as consequential
as this one.
Blankenhorn,
Fatherless America

debate

with their

iological father at some time in their youth. Meanwhile, "welfare
reform" has become politicians' preferred way to punish unhusbanded mothers. Fathers-rights activists are trumpeting the need
for "male role models"—especially for sons—and blaming single
mothers for everything from teen pregnancy to gang violence.
Angry divorcing dads are fighting for custody and impoverishing
mothers. And fundamentalists are on a holy roll to reinsert a mini
divine patriarch into the life of every woman and child.
In this special section, ON THE ISSUES reframes the terms of an
ideological contest that is fast becoming a major front in the
backlash against feminism. It's time we take this one head on.
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IS A BAD DAD
BETTER THAN NO DAD?
The myth of the male role model
BY OLGA SILVERSTEIN

ILARM BELLS ARE SOUNDING THROUGHOUT THE

nation over the phenomenon of the absentee father. And
with good reason—though not the reasons usually given by
newspaper writers, their psychologist and sociologist
sources, or "family values" preachers. The single most terrible thing about female-headed households is their poverty.
It used to be that the absence of fathers was an emotional
one. Mom was responsible for the "expressive" role in family life, for conveying affection, comfort, nurturance,
warmth, for maintaining interpersonal relationships; Dad
had the "instrumental" role, concerned with problem solving, discipline, achievement. Now that men seem to be disappearing from the family unit in ever greater numbers,
the mothers who are left behind are being told that their
sons are in dire need of "male role models."
There's no question in my mind that for most heterosexual women and their children, life with a man is better than
it is without (provided he isn't alcoholic, drug addicted, violent, or abusive). The families of these absentee fathers
need their paychecks, and certainly most of the women in
these families long for male companionship, for love, for
commitment, for practical help around the house and with
the children. Women and children alike want men and
need men for all sorts of benefits, material and emotional.
But that's not the story that comes across in the popular

1
s

OLGA SILVERSTEIN, a prominent member of the family therapy movement and a therapist at the Ackerman Institute for
Family Therapy in Nezv York City, is coauthor of The Courage
to Raise Good Men (Penguin), from which this article is
adapted.
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press. "Who was going to show my son how to walk [like a
man]?" a woman agonized in one article. "Fathers protect,
they provide, they initiate into adulthood, they bring the
standards of the outside world to bear on their children,"
says the author of another (ignoring the fact that it is men
who commit most of the crimes in the world, as well as in
their own homes). Psychiatrist Frank Pittman, who scolds
the "politically correct" for believing "that a mother [is]
able to show a male child how to be a man," tells us categorically that "in families where the father is absent, the
mother faces an impossible task: she cannot raise a boy into
a man. He must bond with a man as he grows up."
So profoundly has this notion insinuated itself into our
culture that just about every divorced, separated, widowed, or unmarried mother of sons now must anguish
about how to get a male role model for her boy! Even the
fact that her son is doing just fine without will not deter
her, for any behavior that isn't downright macho may seem
to her to signal a full-blown crisis in her child's gender
identity.
What do we really mean by a male role model? The distant, closed-off, unknowable-to-himself-as-well-as-others
male? The successful, driven, workaholic male? The
macho, angry, abusive male? The womanizing, promiscuous, unable-to-commit male?
Is any male better than none?
There certainly are many good men in this world who
could be held up to any young child as exemplary. But the
more fundamental issue is whether a young boy must have
a male role model if he is to grow to maturity.
As a family therapist, I see the concept of the male role
15

model as yet another misguided way to recentralize the
marginalized father. In Freud's day, Father had lost his position in the household because the recent Industrial Revolution meant that he simply wasn't there much of the time.
By making the father the central figure in both his son's
and daughter's development, Freud's Oedipus complex—
an improbable theory that spoke eloquently to its time—
gave psychic possession of the children back to him. Today,
with fathers not just off in the workplace but out of the
family unit altogether, along comes the theory of the male
role model to warn mothers that their sons are doomed to
mere humanity (as opposed to Manliness) without the
guiding influence of a man.
The male role model theory gives fathers an even more
active part to play in the developmental drama, at precisely
that historical moment when they're playing less of a role
than ever. No longer is it sufficient for Father just to be a
masculine presence whom the young boy, desiring his
mother, fears (according to Freud), then learns to identify
with because of that fear. Now Father is to actively teach
his son, via example and instruction, what it is to be a Man.
Or if he's not teaching his son, he is to be a mentor or
"male mother" (Robert Bly's phrase) to someone else's son.

What does it
tell a boy
about his
mother, and
about women
in general,
if a man
has to be
brought in to
take charge?

N

their children" or being "the arbiters of the child's acceptability in the world they represent" (conventional descriptions of what fathers are expected to do), what we really
mean is that we want men to reproduce the hero ethos—
the kind of male who is physically strong and brave yet
emotionally cut off and remote.

O SUCH TEACHER IS ON THE PREMISES FOR MILLIONS OF

boys in families where fathers occupy little or no
place in the lives of their children. Are all these
boys really doomed to some deviant, neutered, sissified, or
otherwise inadequate form of masculinity if their mothers
cannot press a teacher, clergyman, coach, Boy Scout leader,
stepfather, brother, uncle, or other family member into service as a male role model? Certainly many women, especially single mothers of sons, live in fear that's what will
happen.
In middle-class families, the amulet against this fear is
the male therapist. "A male therapist," as one of my neighbors says, "like the one in the movie Ordinary People, Someone strong but gentle, firm but caring."
"In other words," I translate for her, "someone male who
has those female qualities you don't value in yourself? Why
go to a therapist?" I ask. "Why can't you be the role model
your son needs? Why can't you be the one to show him that
one parent, man or woman, can own all the qualities that it
takes to be a human being in the world we live in?"
After all, what does it tell a boy about his mother, and
about women in general, if a man has to be brought in to
take charge? And what does that tell him about how he's
going to treat women later in life? Why not show him that
women can nurture and lead, can be loving and competent,
can be figures of authority and compassion? These are not
mutually exclusive qualities, and they are precisely the
qualities that women have already had to develop for use
in the outside world.
If, instead of "dumbing out" when their sons reach a certain age, women would bring into their homes the same
qualities they've had so much practice using in the workplace, or if they would simply deploy the complete range
of competencies involved in full-time mothering today,
they could be completely adequate role models.
The search for male role models is not only misguided; it
can be destructive as well. For when we talk about fathers
"bringing the standards of the outside world to bear on
16

In his book A Choice of Heroes: The Changing Face of Ameri-

can Manhood, Mark Gerzon writes: "Men today consume
certain images of manhood even though the world from
which they are derived may have disappeared." It's probably because that world is in the process of disappearing that
these hero images are consumed with such avidity, such a
desperate desire to hold on to them. The remarkable success of the male action film genre, the proliferation of a veritable arsenal of weaponry in our toy stores, video arcades,
and home video games, the bodybuilding mania of
deskbound middle-class men—all these phenomena speak
of a longing to recapture a heroic male past in an age when
that kind of heroism is at best irrelevant.
Today our culture has a near-obsessive interest in reclaiming and rehabilitating the reputation of that missing
person "the father." Even if he is, as Robert Bly has written §•
about his own father, alcoholic, unsupportive, and emotionally remote, he is to be embraced and forgiven (while
Mother is left in the cold). Indeed, Jungian analyst James
Hillman, one of the leading thinkers of the any-dad-is-better-than-none men's movement, has gone Bly one better. In
A Blue Fire Hillman pays something resembling tribute to 1.
the "destructive father," because such a father "smashes
the son's idolatry" by virtue of his negative traits, "teaches
[the son] that failing belongs to fathering," and "awaken[s]
moral resolve...by provoking moral outrage at [his] bad example." Imagine a comparable tribute to mothers!
Many dads are now absent, not only emotionally but
physically and financially as well. If Mom has also backed
away, out of concern that a failure to do so may compromise her boy's masculinity, he may be a very lonely—indeed "lost"—boy. •
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S EVERY WOMAN
ONE DIVORCE AWAY

I

FROM

FINANCIAL DISASTER?
A true story from the "ex" files
BY PHYLLIS CHESLER

r

Her crime was that, five years ago she became ill, could no
longer work her usual four jobs, had cashed in her life insurance policy, borrowed heavily against her home, and
now faced mounting medical bills with no savings to "run
through." How could she save? For 14 years, she had been
her son's sole support. She had paid for his food, clothing,
shelter, education, entertainment, doctors, dentists, orthodontists, vacations, birthday parties, religious training, rites
of passage, and for all the baby-sitters and live-in housekeepers without which she could not have worked or led
her life.
I am that woman. My case is typical, almost humdrum. I
have been in court for nearly four years now. I may very
well still be there four years from now. And that's the good
news. Most women can't economically afford to turn to the
courts.
It's important that those of us who can fight for our economic rights do so. Women usually compare themselves,
guiltily, to other women, not to men. Any woman (me too)
can be easily shamed into settling for "less" and not complaining about it because other women have it "even
worse." It is important that each woman compare herself
with the men in the class above her, not just with the
women in the class below her.
The class below middle class is abysmal. For years,
below-poverty levels of welfare set the standard for what
mothers—and the judges who sometimes decided their
cases—viewed as what could be "worse." Now, "going
under," i.e., going on welfare, has just been closed out as an
Editor-at-large
P H Y L L I S C H E S L E R is the author of eight
books including Women and Madness and Mothers on Trial: unlimited option in America.
Let me be clear: Not all mothers are saints; many men are
The Battle for Children and Custody.
HE HAD A HARD TIME GETTING UP ON THOSE DAYS

when she had to appear in court on her petition for child
support. She knew the court system rarely worked. Judges
had staggering caseloads, archaic methods of case management, and limited power to wield against a male citizenry
that neither feared nor respected the law. Fathers with
money routinely hid their assets or paid a lawyer to appeal
every order of child support. Appeals, trials, motions—
these could go on for 5,10, 15 years. A child could become
a man, his mother a ghost, before her motion for half the
summer camp tuition was ever heard.
Summer camp? Is that what her battle was about? Every
day in America, she knew, electricity and heat are turned
off, apartments padlocked, homes foreclosed on, and
women and children fatally impoverished because women
can't afford a lawyer/their lawyer is incompetent/their
lawyer is incomparable, a jewel, but can't get a judge to
make or enforce a decision. The truth: It's almost impossible to collect money from a father who doesn't have any, or
who doesn't want to pay.
Nevertheless, she had decided to fight for her own—and
her son's—economic rights, not on principle, but because
they needed the money for her son's necessities. She hoped
that, in her case, justice might prevail. Sometimes, it did.
Her mistake—her crime?—was not that she'd married
the wrong man or had chosen to become a mother. In fact,
her ex-husband had once been a very decent human being.
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"good enough" fathers. Upon divorce,
not all fathers desert their children.
But many do. And although my case is
hardly the neediest case of the week—
chances are, I won't starve—what's at
issue is my own and my son's right
versus my ex-husband's right to remain in the middle class.
We all know at least one professional-class tale of outrage: the millionaire
father who, without warning, closes
out the brokerage accounts, turns off
the electricity, sells the house, packs
up all the furniture and disappears,
leaving his stay-at-home wife and
three young kids literally stranded in the snow—and who
is never heard from again.
These days, my ex-husband, like so many, simply cannot
conceive of having to sacrifice, even slightly, his own
steadily escalating standard of spending in order to "do
right" by his firstborn. Many otherwise perfectly nice men
are like this. They tend to support a child as long as that
child's mother is performing wifely services for them. Not
otherwise. Men tend to sacrifice the children of their first
wives when they remarry. Men are not legally prohibited
from fathering more children simply because they do not—
or cannot—support the children they already have.
And no, mothers do not "win" custody unfairly; more
often, they are stuck with it, whether they want it or not.
When fathers really do want custody, they tend to win it
anywhere from 50 to 80 percent of the time. However, most
fathers still do not want custody. Many use the threat of a
custody battle as an economic bargaining chip.

My ex was
soft-spoken,
easygoing.
It was years
before I
understood
that his
abandonment
of our son was
a supremely
violent act.

M

Y EX-HUSBAND TRIED THAT EARLY ON, THEN BACKED

off—but since then, has never been forced to pay
a dime. For years, I didn't press him. Then, when
I became ill with chronic fatigue/immune-dysfunction syndrome in 1991, I had to. Since November of 1992, I have
had a supremely skilled lawyer whom I can absolutely
trust. We sued. On January 26,1994, after 13 months, four
motions, and four days in court, Brooklyn Family Court
Judge Richard Spegele ruled that my ex did not have to
pay any child support. The judge did not care that my ex
was earning far more money than I or that I was living on
disability. In his view, I was better off than most of the
women whose cases he heard. He refused to believe that I
couldn't support our son by myself, at some acceptable
level of poverty. He was comparing me with the women in
the class below me.
Wearily, we went to Manhattan Supreme Court. After
only four months, Judge David Saxe ordered my ex to pay
$250 a week in temporary child support, all the medical insurance, half the private school tuition, and all our son's
unreimbursed health expenses. (Dear Judge: Thank you.) I
am now owed approximately $30,000 in court-ordered temporary child support and $10,000 in legal fees for the period from June of 1995 to November of 1996. My lawyer
hired detectives, obtained a court order to examine portions of my ex's financial records, served 150 restraining orders, and at least 50 income-execution orders. To date, I
owe her more than $75,000 in fees and expenses. To date,
18

IT'S A CRIME
BY SUSAN L. BENDER
The child-support system is in crying need of r e f o r m there can be no doubt of that. "Traditional remedies are
cumbersome and do not serve the needs of children or
their custodial parent," says Judge Betty Weinberg
Ellerin, New York Supreme Court appellate justice and
immediate past president of the National Association of
Women Judges. Adds David L. Walther, a respected
family-law attorney in Santa Fe, New Mexico: "Even
with the enactment of the new federal Enforcement of
Child Support legislation, conventional procedures are
ineffective." But in order to grasp exactly what reforms
must be made, it's important to understand how the
process of collection currently works (or doesn't). At
least four systemic or infrastructure failures persist and
must be revolutionized.

SUSAN L. BENDER is a matrimonial lawyer who
practices in New York City. She is a former president of the
Women's Bar Association of the State of New York, a fellow
of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, and a
member of the New York State Chief Judge's Committee on
Women in the Courts.

she has been able to collect approximately $10,000 in child
support, which my ex did not voluntarily turn over.
I can afford to keep fighting only because my lawyer
took my case for no fee up front. (Susan Bender, counselor
extraordinaire: Thank you.) Without such a resource, I, like
most women, could not have gotten so far. Believe it or not,
I am "winning" simply because I am able to keep fighting.
Most mothers can't. While they and their lawyers wait for
court dates, furniture is repossessed, electricity turned off,
homes foreclosed.
My ex-husband, who in one recent year reported earning
more than a quarter of a million dollars, refuses to pay
court-ordered child support. He continues to refuse to turn
over documents, appear for depositions, explain financial
inconsistencies, or prove that, as he claims, he is unable to
support our son. On February 22, 1996, 17 months after
temporary child support was first ordered, Referee Frank
Lewis recommended that the court find my ex in contempt
of court. As of October 1996, 8 months later, I am still waiting for the judge of record to certify Referee Lewis's recommendation.
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FOUR WAYS TO F I X THE C H I L D - C U S T O D Y

MESS

m
Currently, the custodial parent, usually the
mother, must go to court, file a formal petition for support, appear
before a judge, and convince the judge that the child in question is
in need of support and that the noncustodial parent, usually the
father, is financially able to contribute to it. The burden is entirely
on the mother's shoulders to show the court how much the father
earns, owns, has saved. This first step generally requires her to hire
a lawyer at her expense, to be a financial detective, to miss days of
work, and to find child care while she's in court. The first step is a
process that can and does take many months.

p r o b l e m
If a mother is unable to track down her
ex-husband's assets, she must return to court, petitioning for
another court order that would find the father in contempt and
impose sanctions against him. This can take years.

S o l u t i o n
The burden of securing child support
from the noncustodial parent, and for ensuring an above-povertylevel standard of living for the child, should rest squarely on the
shoulders of the state. It should not rest with its most vulnerable
and impoverished citizens, single mothers. By analogy: If a child is
murdered, imagine that the mother would have to find the
murderer, hire private detectives to collect evidence, pay for the
murderer's incarceration, and finance the prosecution's costs of
trying the case. What we do in the area of child support is
analogous to requiring that a rape victim find and prosecute the
rapist—and if she fails to do so, letting him go unpunished. Even
after a mother finds her child's financial wrongdoer, he may still go
unpunished, either criminally or civilly.

) I e m The judicial system assumes little
responsibility for enforcing its own awards against noncustodial
parents. The result: Most mothers never receive the support
payments due them, which they often desperately need. Most
fathers never pay what they owe.

I I e m
Once a judge has made a child-support
award, the onus again falls on the mother to find the father's assets
and restrain his funds. This second step can also take many months
and also requires the costly help of an attorney.

S o l u t i o n
The state's expense in securing and
enforcing child-support awards should be the responsibility of the
noncustodial parent.

S o l u t i o n
The judicial system should impose civil
and criminal penalties for all failures to comply with child-support
awards. Penalties should include jail time, fines, and forfeiture of
real and personal property. Legislators should amend the law to
require courts to treat child-support cases as criminal matters are
treated, i.e., set strict time limits for determining and enforcing
child-support awards and imposing sanctions. Likewise, legislators
should amend the law so that failure to pay child support is
considered a felony-level crime and the deadbeat parent is
considered a criminal who, once adjudicated, loses certain
constitutional rights, just like any other felon. (The right to father
more children? The right to own a home? The right to travel? The
right to drive a car? The right to vote?)

S o l u t i o n
The burden of finding hidden funds and
enforcing child-support awards should be entirely the state's.

When you read this, my ex might well be on his way to
jail. I would rather have had the money; I would have liked
a "good enough" father too.
Then again, our son has turned out rather splendidly
without one.
Lesson 1: My son's father is no one special, i.e., he has no
special connections in the courts. Nevertheless, simply because he's a man, he has felt entitled and been allowed to
get away without paying child support and without being
an involved, responsible parent. He didn't always have a
large income, but in recent years he has; my lawyer discovered that he had numerous bank and brokerage accounts,
investments in the Cayman Islands, a recently purchased
expensive home. He assumed monthly mortgage payments
far in excess of his court-ordered child-support payments.
Once Judge Saxe rendered his order, my ex quickly emptied his accounts. He claims that he is "broke" and "disabled" too.
Lesson 2: Even ill, I have more leverage, more resources,
than most women in America. If this is what can happen to
me, just think about the women with no or fewer resources.
Winter
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I want Everywoman who gets no (or minimal and sporadic) child support to know that she's not alone; that even
if she has done everything "right" (earns a "male" salary,
chooses to be an unsalaried stay-at-home mother), she/we
cannot easily, or even close to equally, hold our own
against a man in court: that our achieved status and blameless records as "good enough" mothers are still not equivalent to having a penis.

I

HAD MARRIED A "GENTLE" MAN. HE ATTENDED NATURAL

childbirth classes, remained by my side when I was in
labor, roomed in with me at the hospital. He was more
expert than I at snappy diaper-changing, calmer in emergencies. I was nine years his senior and earned most of the
money. Over the years, a number of newspapers had profiled us as a New Age/European kind of Older Woman,
Younger Man couple.
Maybe I thought that my seniority, both economically
and in terms of age, might balance out our gender differences. I was wrong.
After our son's birth, my husband re- (continued on page 58)
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WILL PATERNAL
PARANOIA TRIUMPH?
The organization of angry dads
BY TRISH WILSON

IVEN AS FATHERS ARE DISAPPEARING FROM THE LIVES

of millions of women and children, they're turning up in
newsletters, local activist groups, and cyberspace as members of an outspoken movement for "fathers' rights" whose
declared purpose is to "fight back." Fight back against
what? Against the power of women and children, of
course. Although these groups' public pronouncements are
full of high-minded sentiments—a desire to help men to
become better fathers, for instance—and platitudes such as
"Dads are more than a paycheck," members are not good
fathers seeking support but rather angry men (and women
who stand by them) seeking expanded male entitlement.
Their private communications are diatribes against child
support and in favor of controling women. Not even much
lip service is paid to the father-child relationship.
These days, fathers'-rights activists, like right-wing militia sympathizers, are particularly active on the Internet.
Some cybergroups, like the Fathers' Manifesto, actively recruit members and spread misinformation there. The Manifesto is an umbrella organization founded by John Knight,
president of the California-based American Institute for
Men; and although Knight has reportedly recently been
put in prison and Manifesto's site is no longer on the Internet, signatories from a wide variety of fathers'-rights
groups still actively support its agenda: attacking single
mothers, whose child-rearing, it claims, is the source of
most evils from high crime rates to poor SAT scores. Nationwide, members petition courts for sole father custody—regardless of whether the father has been involved
in his children's lives or even has a history of domestic violence or abuse—and/or lobby for legislative reforms that
empower fathers. In this group, highest priority is given to
TRISH WILSON is a freelance writer and activist who
concentrates on domestic violence issues. She is currently
working with the National Organization for Women's
Clearinghouse Against the Fathers' Rights Movement.
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eliminating welfare, food stamps, HUD programs, social
security, court-mandated child support, alimony, and "all
other transfers of assets which encourage or support fatherlessness." One timely recommendation, given the new
federal Welfare Reform Act, is immediate placement of
children with their fathers should the mothers apply for
welfare. To quote a recent rant on a "mailing list" (cyberspeak for a closed e-mail discussion group): "Gentlemen,
start your custody engines (if mamma is on welfare)." Another cybergroup that also has a website, Men's Action
Network (MAN), seeks to define the new male rights as
"safeguards" and to devalue women's rights by referring
to the "radical cultural philosophy that sees men as the
enemy, regards the traditional family as a tool to oppress
women and sees every male-female relationship as a
power struggle."
What's a woman to do after these "safeguards" have
been put in place? In a recent TALK-MAN message post
discussing women, Jimmy (a member of Men's Health Network, a Washington, D.C.-based organization with indirect
ties to Gary Bauer's Family Research Council) cited his favorite items from a widely circulated list of qualities of the
"perfect woman": "1) Knows when to shut up. 2) Knows
when to put out." In another list posted by Jimmy—forwarded to him by Ben—called "69 Reasons Women Should
Not Have Freedom of Speech," women are mocked with
entries such as "27) If they can't speak, they can't whine
rape. 29) Only one set of lips should be moving at a time."
The most telling quote is "40) The only way women could
get equal rights is to give up a lot"—the view of a majority
of men in the movement. Jimmy opened this post declaring
that Ben's wife had left him. What a surprise.
A quick look at newsgroup threads (chains of messages
and responses) shows the movement's true agenda—and
true depth of misogyny. In a thread called "Father Custody—No Exceptions," Daniel Amneus, a Manifesto signatory, correlates smaller female brain size to inferior female
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Fathers'-rights
groups have
wormed their
way into
mailing lists
devoted to
domestic
violence, rape,
and family law,
and urge
terrorizing
women's groups
that oppose
their views.

these are never-married Welfare Queens and not actual
divorce cases, but even so we have over four million
single moms failing to provide for their children, and
either counting on the government or on daddy to do
the right thing. No wonder they aren't married.

(Just to set the record straight: Current Population Reports,
Census Bureau [1988], shows 70 percent of women who receive child support worked a full month prior to being interviewed.) One solution recommended by many of the
groups: Give custody to the wealthier parent, the father.
Anne Mitchell, founder of Fathers Rights and Equality
Exchange (FREE, a California fathers'-rights group that has
the endorsement of Governor Pete Wilson), quotes a common distortion: that 75 percent of fathers are paying all or
some child support in a timely fashion. That figure, from
U.S. Census data, doesn't take into account that the majority of that money is paid not voluntarily but by court order
and/or garnishment. And half the women owed child support in the U.S. receive nothing or partial payments.
In fact, fathers are angry that they are being asked to part
with their assets and support their families rather than play
with all that cash themselves. In newsletters and on the Internet they proclaim that their ex-wives dress the kids in
rags (read: comfortable clothing) and spend child-support
intelligence. With perplexing bitterness, he writes:
money on new cars and expensive vacations. They ooze
self-righteous anguish, like that of Bill and /or Robbie Fetzner of Wisconsin Fathers for Equal Justice, who posted a
Females earn 42 percent less than males on average,
note on a mailing list called Family Law-L that "forcing" a
solely because of discrimination, and this lower income
father to pay child support—instead, presumably, of waithas nothing to do with their smaller brains, their lower
ing for him to volunteer—"hurts the recipient custodial
math skills, their lower verbal skills, their smaller physparent just like our current welfare does. And it deeply ofical size, their weaker muscles, their shorter height, nor
fends the noncustodial parent-wage earner.... Milking the
their lower stamina? These are minor details which
cow even harder won't increase the supply, and kicking the
have little effect on the productivity of a worker?
giver won't solve the problem." (Perhaps jailing will. See
"It's a Crime," page 18.) Wisconsin Fathers for Equal JusMen's-rights activists have also wormed their way into
mailing lists and newsgroups devoted to domestic vio- tice have infiltrated Wisconsin NOW, which has been
lence, rape, and family law in order to derail legitimate dis- brought to the attention of National NOW.
The fathers'-rights movement receives both tax-free fedcussion. Even more outrageously, the National Council for
Men's newsletter, Men's and Fathers' Activism Report, avail- eral funding and money from member dues. Women under
siege need to do the same. Additionally, feminist women's
able on the Internet, urges terrorizing any group that opgroups need to start working with state women's commisposes its views. By far the most heinous, and illegal, action
sions and the pro-feminist men's movement in order to
it has taken is its written support of phone harassment of
counteract propaganda and keep therapists, court personthe National Domestic Violence Hotline.
nel, and attorneys accountable for their actions when handOf course, fathers'-rights groups are still taking their
ing children over to abusive fathers. If elected judges are
agenda into courthouses and state legislatures. There,
found awarding children to abusive fathers, they should be
venom mixed with misrepresentation of the facts is their
defining mode. Figures are twisted or used with no source voted out of office. Ignorance is deadly; continued monitorcitations at all. When pressed for sources, member/lobby- ing of Internet men's/fathers' websites, newsgroups, chat
ists get indignant, as recently did Richard Bennett—direc- rooms, mailing lists, and harassment of woman-friendly forums is important. Databases of individuals, specific
tor of the Silicon Valley chapter of the Coalition of Parental
groups, and potentially illegal actions should be mainSupport (COPS), the organization that sponsored the failed
tained. Some of these suggestions are in the works. Nationrebuttal presumption for California joint custody, bill AB
al NOW's new Clearinghouse Against Fathers' Rights, for
999, and also sponsored the recently passed SB 509, which
instance, alerts members to protest proposed fathers'-rights
eliminates lifetime alimony. When he was questioned
legislation. But more organization is needed. Above all, we
about his astounding claim that the majority of divorced
must not be silenced by hate speech. Women do have the
mothers don't work, Bennett snapped:
power and resources to stand up and fight back. •
Try looking at the Census Bureau's statistics sometime, and not just your own navel. A majority of married mothers work outside the home, and a majority of
unmarried mothers don't. Now I'll grant you, a lot of
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For more information, contact the Clearinghouse Against Fathers' Rights, National Organization for Women, 1000 16th
Street, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20036.
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DO WOMEN & CHILDREN
HAVE A PRAYER?
What's really wrong with the faith of our fathers
BY CARTER HEYWARD

lATRIARCHAL RELIGION—THE IMAGING AND WORSHIPPING

of God solely in the image of the father—was and is the
ideology that holds economic power in the hands of rulingclass men. Within patriarchal societies, marriage and religion have functioned historically as partner-institutions—
to keep wealth in the grip, and family lineage, of males
with the most race and tribe privilege.
This is not just ancient history, nor merely a sexist ideology that the religious right seems to be hauling like a pile of
manure toward the 21st century. Today patriarchal religion
connects "family values," marriage, and the economy in a
way that is advancing globally. People who take this danger seriously cannot afford, economically or ethically, to
stay ignorant about our own role in it.
I understand the religious right. I understand why so
many Christians (and their political allies from other faith
traditions like Judaism and Islam) hold fiercely to some
very particular images of marriage and gender relations. I
even understand folks who, in their efforts to love queers
like me, are trying to prove, perhaps to themselves, that
they're not mean-spirited, narrow-minded hatemongers. I
understand the religious right because the same patriarchal
logic that fuels it provided the basis for how I learned
about myself, the world, and God as I was growing up. I
have been learning/unlearning these lessons throughout
my life.
Among white, liberal, Christian women, our primary
faith tradition has been a source of much fear and hostility
and uprightness, much violence and wounding. It has also
been a wellspring of consciousness, political commitment,
CARTER HEYWARD, an Episcopal priest, is a lesbian
feminist theologian and the Robbins professor of theology at the
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Her
books include When Boundaries Betray Us (HarperCollins,
1993) and Staying Power (Pilgrim, 1995). She lives part time
in North Carolina and is currently writing a book on Jesus.
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and spiritual grounding. Radical feminist-liberation interpretations of Christianity have ignited the imaginations of
more than a few Christian women who are seriously committed to justice for all. Those for whom this is true do not
accept, and will not tolerate, the wholesale marketing of
fear and injustice by peddlers of right-wing Christianity.
Robertson, Reed, LaHaye, and Schlafly will not defile our
soulful bodies with their arrogant contempt for those
whose lives do not reflect their own visions and values.
The Promise Keepers and the Christian Coalition and Concerned Women for America will not define good and evil
for us.
The Christian right's theological roots grow deep in the
sexist, heterosexist, racist, and classist societies that historically have generated both Judaism and Christianity. There
is no point trying to demonstrate that the people of ancient
Israel weren't really anti-homosexual or that Paul really
liked women. (Chances are, men who lay with men got
stoned, and Paul was too driven to form close attachments
with anyone). Some basic historical facts are clear, however: Both ancient Israel and early Christianity, as it was developing beyond the time of Jesus himself, were patriarchal
societies in which economic and other forms of social
power passed from father to son. Man was the head of the
family. Woman was subordinate to man. Children were to
obey their parents, just as slaves were to obey their masters. There was no ambiguity in this structure: God was at
the top of it. (In Trinitarian Christianity, God the Son—the
eternal Jesus—sat at the right hand of God the Father.) The
class/race/tribe-privileged male was next in command.
His wife or wives were next, followed by boy children, girl
children, slaves, and other chattel, in that order. The system
was perpetuated through a common belief in "family values"—shared assumptions about "what matters most" that
were generated through institutions, rules, and customs to
secure the patriarchal family.
Foremost among these institutions was marriage, an ecoON
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FEMINIST DISPATCHES TO GOD
Amma-God

Kol Dmama Daka, Still Thin Voice, I strain

to hear.

is in the midst of us.

Hamakom, I tread with newborn steps to
find The Place, although I can barely
balance on the gesher tsar miod—the
very narrow bridge that begins at birth
and ends at the world to come.

She stands and weeps
"How Long will I be defamed,
used as a reason to judge, to hate, to steal?
How Long wiLl I be used as an excuse to exiLe
my daughters—Like Hagar with her child—
deeper still into the wilderness
of poverty, isolation, and ilLness?"
Amma-God
is in the midst of us.
She stands and knows
that deep within her heart,
the heart of all oppressed people,
grows the Spirit of rebellion.

RENEE L. HILL,
PH.D., associate
professor of theology
and director of
studies in feminist
liberation theologies
at the Episcopal
Divinity School in
Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

Great Mystery, Mother of All Life, thank you for helping us
remember our connection through you to ALL Life. Thank you
for helping us forgive others, let go of fear and suffering and be
responsible life-givers.

Hashem, you who are The Name, my eyes HELEN AYLON,
ecofeminist artist;
cry when the patriarchy speaks in your
creator of The
name.
May you be rescued from ungodly
projections in order to be G-d, Bimhaira
B'yamenu—speedily in our day.

Liberation of G-d, a
multimedia
installation shown
last spring at the
New York Jewish
Museum; raised and
schooled in the
Orthodox tradition.

Awaken us daily to the spirit of Sojoumer Truth, that lies in us
dormant, yet is ever poised to soar.
She stood against oppression of all who were vulnerable. Give us
that courage.
She helped overrule unjust political laws. Give us that cunning.
She confronted abuse in home, church and government. Give us
that truth.
May our body and blood sing with the passion for the sacred
work of empowering women and girls.

Grandmothers, help us protect and care for ALL Life like it is our
only child. Thank you for giving us all we need to nourish each
other today. Thank you for holding us in your Life-Everlasting.
SPARKY SHOOTING STAR follows the
Sacred Pipe and is a Sun Dancer of
Cherokee and Irish descent; travels the

HELEN HUNT, president of the Sister
Fund, a private women's fund seeking to
amplify the voices of grassroots women;
student of feminist theology and
interested in redressing the imbalance of
the patriarchy within religious as well as
sociopolitical spheres.

United States sharing her experience and
Indigenous ways to live and heal;
was recently named Peace Elder at
Wolf Song VI, A World Peace Council of
Indigenous Elders.

A kavannah (a meditation to focus concentration) said after
visiting a sick or pained person:
As God heals the sick, so may God's presence protect those who
come close enough to embrace the pain of those who suffer.

A prayer said before a medical treatment, based on a
prayer in Talmud (Brachot 60b):
God, I am wrapped in your presence. Be with me now, be with
those who are caring for me. May I know your true healing.

VANESSA OCHS, senior fellow at CLAL, the National Jewish Center
for Learning and Leadership; author of Words on Fire and Safe and Sound.
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Sh'ma: Communal Declaration of Faith

Invocation to be said in a museum:

Hear, 0 Israel—
The divine abounds everywhere
and dwells in everything;
the many are One.

Thou art Maat
The truth of the Ages
Old one
Sometimes under glass
in museums.

Loving life
Your names are many
You are called:

and its mysterious source
with all our heart
and all our spirit,
all our senses and strength,
we take upon ourselves
and into ourselves
these promises:
to care for the earth
and those who live upon it,
to pursue justice and peace,
to love kindness and compassion.
We will teach this to our children
throughout the passage of the dayas we dwell in our homes
and as we go on our journeys,
from the time we rise
until we fall asleep.
And may our actions
be faithful to our words
that our children's children
may live to know:
Truth and kindness
have embraced,
peace and justice have kissed
and are one.

MARCIA FALK,
author of The Book
of Blessings: New
Jewish Prayers for
Daily Life, the
Sabbath, and the
New Moon Festival
(Harper, 1996), a
feminist prayer book,
from which this is an
excerpt.

Hallowed female Clay fertility idol,
Dignitary, Elaborately Clothed,
Woman with the Loom,
Seated Woman, Woman with child.
Woman with many children growing
from your earth body.
Sometimes you are the Holder of Gifts,
Priestess of many names, teaching still
woman with the Pots
Statues of old cultures left behind
Only the Holy survived.
The red Clay, The Tripods,
where your prophesies were uttered by
Moon eyed women in the temples of Old.
Bless me.
Make me see.

ZSUZSANNA EMESE
BUDAPEST, a
visionary activist,
sparked the Women's
Spirituality Movement
as she pioneered
Women's Mysteries;
has written seven
books on the subject
including The Holy
Book of Women's
Mysteries
(Wingbow), Goddess
in the Office,
Goddess in the
Bedroom,
Grandmother of
Time, and
Grandmother Moon
(HarperCollins).

help me find you in the tombs of patriarchy.
Misnamed but evident
The Holy Woman
under glass.

Mother earth,
resource of our nourishment
Living, breathing, creating, pulsating
with us and for us
You who give and receive, cycle after cycle, life—
Ateyapi, Our Father, I know you are not absent because your
presence is felt in sacred places and in sacred ceremonies.
But you are not known by men in governmental positions,
otherwise they would have righted the wrongs committed
against Native Americans, the first caretakers of this
northern continent. When those wrongs are not
acknowledged, apologized for, and compensated for, then
neither will policy change for women and children.
FLORESTINE GERMAN, Sisseton

to and from us all
Patriarchy,
source of our destruction
Callous, death-dealing, unfeeling
Perpetrator of dominion-over policies
beckons us to disaster
Patriarchy rules
over nature, women, and children

REV. DR. JANE
ADAMS SPAHR, lesbian, feminist, Presbyterian minister and
evangelist committed
to justice issues for

Wahpeton Dakota from the Lake Traverse
Reservation in northeastern South

We defy your sinister acculturation

the lesbian, gay, bi-

Dakota; correspondent to Indian Country

We embrace once again our Mother,

sexual, transgendered

Today; member of the Oak Lake Writers'

breathing with her respect for all of creation
Forgive us, our Mother—

pursuing the connec-

Society, a group of South Dakota Native
American writers.

community and to

our arrogance and excuses are killing you

tions for

solidarity

with other oppressed
communities

claiming

their freedom.
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nomic system in which the wife/wives, children, slaves,
and other chattel were the man's property, primarily a
work force. Anything done to or by the woman was evaluated in terms of its effect upon the man's identity as head
of the family. For example, when Israel's rules forbade men
to have sex with women who were not their wives, it was
to protect men. If the woman was married, her lover was
violating another man's property; if she was single, he was
taking another man's daughter. Marriage held patriarchal
power in place and secured the economic order.
In those days, only a small number of race/tribe-privileged men owned just about everything and everybody.
Compared with ancient Israel and early Christianity, our
world today is similar in terms of the 2 percent who actually benefit from sexism, heterosexism, racism, and economic
and environmental exploitation. Today it is multinational
corporate owners whose images streak, as numbers and
codes rather than names and faces, across high-tech
screens. Their elusive corporate identity does not make
them less responsible—or patriarchal—than their nomadic,
agrarian, or industrial predecessors. It does, however,
make them more dangerous, more ominous a threat to the
well-being of the earth and all creatures.

T

HE MOST BASIC ETHICAL PROBLEM WE FACE RIGHT NOW

is patriarchal capitalism: a racist, classist, sexist,
heterosexist economic system that is killing us all—
some more slowly, others more quickly—including those
many women and children who have benefited from the
recently dismantled welfare system; women and children
who are raped and battered in their homes; queers who are
bashed; aging and sick people; people with HIV; homeless
and other poor men and women on the streets; poor people of color (especially African Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, and immigrants from Asia and Latin
America), who continue to be disregarded by
race/tribe/class-privileged people (hence, the despicable
welfare reform that virtually condemns poor people of all

colors, but especially the urban poor, to death in large
numbers). The problem is critical—economically and ethically—and it will get worse.
In this context, we feminists need to be clear that patriarchal religion is not simply an old, sex'ist mythology (about
God the Father, etc.) that is being imposed upon a younger
generation of women who would be better off without any
deity at all. The primary problem with patriarchal religion
today, certainly its most potent danger, is that it is colluding with capitalism. This means that a global system of economic exploitation and domination is deriving significant
spiritual and political momentum from an unapologetically
sexist, heterosexist, racist, classist, and (sometimes subtly)
anti-Semitic religious ideology—right-wing Christianity.
Capitalism's advance is also being abetted by the silence
and apathy of the so-called mainline (and often liberal)
churches.
The most creative response to this large and growing
problem is not for feminists to become increasingly secular—indifferent or antagonistic to mainstream religion. If
we do this, we surely will run out of steam, sooner or later.
We need to move beyond the tired persuasion of enlightened white men that we can be masters of our own destinies and that our capacities to reason will get us there, politically, economically, or ethically. We need one another, in
community. We need to risk leaning into the numinous,
nonverbal, erotic, mystical spirits that breathe new life into
exhausted women (and white women have much to learn
about this from sisters of other race/tribe communities). We
need to bring radically woman-affirming resources along
with us into the justice-making currents of our different
(yes, for the most part, still very patriarchal) faith traditions,
and insist that these traditions become truly radical movements for justice—for women, for children, for queers, for
black and brown people, for poor people, for all creatures
great and small. Together, we can claim and celebrate a
mighty, historical movement that the violent forces of fear
and greed, indeed the powers of hell, cannot overcome. •

God of the universe, spirit of Life,
We gather in sorrow as we recall so many women among us who have suffered rape,
battering, harassment and abuse.
We gather in anger that these things continue with no end in sight.
We gather in hope that our commitment and our actions will matter.
We come acknowledging that we have not always heard, we have not always acted, sometimes we have turned
away rather than stand beside a woman who has been victimized.
Hear the cries of those who have been harmed, 0 God. We are here today and in every religious assembly
throughout our land. Call to account those who have caused harm. Rebuke their careless and exploitative
acts. Help us to teach them a better way.
Enlighten those who are called upon to help—judges, police officers, doctors, clergy, legislators, therapists and
others—so that their decisions and actions will bring forth justice and healing.
Send us forth as witnesses, renewed in our commitment to stand in solidarity with every woman who has been
harmed by abuse and violence, encouraged in our efforts to comfort the afflicted and confront the
assailants, and emboldened to speak out in our own communities so that silence may no more mask the

This prayer was
offered at "A Call to
End Violence Against
Women," an
interfaith breakfast
in Washington, D.C.,
October 11,
sponsored by the
National Council of
the Churches of
Christ, the National
Jewish Community
Relations Advisory
Council, and the
Center for the
Prevention of Sexual
and Domestic
Violence.

injustice of violence against women.
We pray for God's love and justice to heal our hurt and to bring us to that day when women no longer live with
fear in their homes, their workplaces, their religious assemblies, or their communities.
Amen.
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DIRTY DANCING
It was another two-party tango, and feminists did not lead
BY JENNIFER GONNERMAN

"W:

"HEN WOMEN VOTE, WOMEN WIN." THAT'S THE

slogan on the buttons EMILY's List was handing
out in the months leading up to the presidential
election. And unlike 1994, this time women were a clear political force. Bill Clinton could not have won reelection without them. While men were split evenly between Clinton and
Bob Dole, close to 55 percent of women voters cast ballots
for Clinton. Whether this means that all "Women Win"—or
that the Republican-controlled Congress will be any more
responsive to women's issues—is not entirely clear.
Among the issues at the forefront of this year's campaign
were two that affect millions of women: abortion and welfare. Each of these hot-potato issues threatened to divide
one of the two major political parties, prompting leaders of
both to battle, broker deals, and compromise. Nowhere
was this more apparent than at last summer's political conventions. The Republicans shoved aside the issue of abortion after agreeing to an unofficial so-called tolerance plank
while the Democrats forbade dissent on Clinton's decision
to end federal entitlement to welfare.
As critical women's issues were ignored, almost all the
women in the best positions to fight back—Congress's 56
female members and the country's one female governor—
stayed silent. Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton transformed herself into an all-American mom, tackling only traditionally
feminine issues like child-rearing. And the most high-profile feminist activists—including Gloria Steinem and Bella
Abzug—encouraged women to vote for Clinton. This turn
of events posed a serious challenge to an idea once fueling
political feminism: that women with political clout would
rise above the deal-making and compromising that defines
traditional politics and put women's interests first.

JENNIFER

GONNERMAN is a political reporter for The

Village Voice. She has also written for Ms., Glamour, The
New York Observer, Spin, and New York. In the fall ON THE
ISSUES, she reported on Human Life International.
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NEARLY

2,000

whooped and hollered as the First Lady was introduced at the Democratic convention's biggest event
for women, the Women's Leadership Forum. Standing on a
stage in front of the Chicago Hyatt Regency's Grand Ballroom, Hillary Clinton rattled off her husband's achievements from the previous week, including signing bills to
increase the minimum wage and reform health insurance.
Noticeably absent from Hillary's list, however, was the
other major piece of legislation her husband signed that
same week: a welfare bill that Clinton's own Department of
Health and Human Services estimated will force a million
children into poverty.
Hillary was not the only woman who refused to talk
about welfare. Onstage alongside her were the U.S. Senate's five Democratic women: Carol Mosley-Braun of Illinois, Maryland's Barbara Mikulski, Patty Murray of Washington, and California's Barbara Boxer and Dianne
Feinstein. None uttered the word "welfare." Though all except Mikulski voted against the final version of the bill,
none bothered to explain why.
The irony of the senators' silence is that it took place at
the Women's Leadership Forum, an event marking a
crowning moment for political feminism. The Forum's
cosponsor, EMILY's List, is one of the nation's most powerful political action committees. Supporting only pro-choice
Democratic women, EMILY's List now gives away more
money than the National Rifle Association. This fundraising prowess earned the 11-year-old women's group a seat
at the table during Clinton's reelection campaign. Ellen
Malcolm, EMILY's List founder, proudly says, "For the first
time in history, a woman's organization is working in partnership with the Democratic party."
The more influence EMILY's List wields within the Democratic party, the less willing its leaders are to tackle issues that threaten to rip apart the party's unity—even at an
event they themselves organized. So now even sisterhood
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has to be scripted. As long as no one brought up the welfare bill—and the debates over class and race that it provokes—the event's spirit of feminist unity remained intact.
Earlier that same day, organizers of the convention's
daily Women's Caucus meetings had employed a different
strategy to ensure there were no angry feminist disruptions. They banned the Getting It Gazette, a broadsheet produced by a handful of feminist journalists, which slammed
Clinton's decision to sign the welfare bill. Printed on shocking pink paper, the first issue of the Gazette featured a
headline screaming: "What Are You Going To Do About
That BILL, Bill?"
Volunteers handed out copies of the broadsheet to the legions of politicians, activists, lobbyists, and delegates who
flocked to the Women's Caucus meetings. But young
women stationed at the ballroom doors ordered them to
toss the Gazette in the garbage before entering. Explained
one such worker: "I think these are protest sheets and [the
convention organizers] are worried people will come running in and wave them."

T

WO WEEKS EARLIER, HUNDREDS OF WOMEN IN WELL-

tailored suits had nibbled on cherry tomatoes, carrot sticks, and bits of honeydew melon at the Republican convention's biggest pro-choice event, a reception
at San Diego's Wyndham Emerald Plaza. The GOP's ultraright heavyweights had just succeeded in keeping a socalled tolerance plank out of the official Republican platform. Now convention organizers were tiptoeing around
this volatile issue by banning mention of the A-word inside
the convention hall.
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At the hotel reception, wild cheers greeted the speakers
whose pro-choice views had cost them their speaking
spots: Governor Pete Wilson of California and Massachusetts Governor William Weld. The stakes are high at a political convention and the reward for obeying party leadership is substantial. So most of the female politicians from
both parties played along, doing all they could to advance
their own careers. As they did so, the idea that women are
above backroom deal-making and politics-as-usual came to
seem less a guiding feminist principle than a naive, romantic illusion.
When Dole picked pro-choice Congresswoman Susan
Molinari (R-NY) to be the convention's keynote speaker,
she immediately promised not to bring up abortion. When
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), who claims to be
pro-choice, got behind the convention podium, she too did
not mention the subject. This sort of political maneuvering
is, of course, not limited to the Republicans. After Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-NY), chair of the Congressional Women's Caucus, voted in favor of the welfare legislation, Clinton's camp rewarded her with not one but two
speaking slots.
While most female politicians at both conventions
steered clear of their party's taboo issue, some went even
further—doing damage control for their presidential nominee. The most prominent of these women was pro-choice
Governor Christine Todd Whitman (R-NJ). When convention organizers bumped Weld and Wilson from the speaking schedule, Whitman insisted on CNN that this decision
had nothing to do with their pro-choice stance. Organizers
had already given Whitman the coveted role of temporary
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While most female politicians at both conventions steered clear of their party's taboo issue,
some went even further—doing damage control for their presidential nominee.
cochair of the convention; she did not jeopardize her political future by speaking up about abortion.
Similarly, during the Democratic convention, Congresswoman Barbara Kennelly (D-CT) defended Clinton's decision to sign the welfare bill. She even urged attendees at a
Women's Caucus meeting: "Stand up and back your President." The applause was only lukewarm. But Kennelly already had her reward. Several weeks earlier, Clinton's team
had given her the prestigious post of platform committee
cochair. Spinning for Clinton was merely the price.
At the conventions, some female politicians gambled
their political future for their feminist principles—like Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME) in the abortion battle. Others,
like Whitman, did not. These distinctions between prochoice, female politicians are glossed over by many feminist political groups that apply only an abortion litmus test
to decide which candidates to support. The conventions revealed the shortcomings of such a system. (NOW seems to
agree and has decided to take a closer look at candidates'
record on welfare.)
Since it is unlikely there will ever be a floor vote in Congress on whether abortion should be legal, what really matters is how hard pro-choice politicians, when pushed, are
willing to fight. And groups like EMILY's List and the
Women's Campaign Fund could not claim to have been betrayed by the Democratic congresswomen who failed to
speak out at the conventions against the punitive welfare
bill, since they require no welfare litmus test to win an endorsement.

F

EMALE POLITICIANS INSIDE BOTH SAN DlEGO AND CHICA-

go managed to ignore hot-button women's issues and
not incur the wrath of feminists outside. In San
Diego, pro-choice Republicans' most visible protest involved having a handful of sailboats—painted with the slogan "Yank the Plank"—float tepidly by the convention hall.
In fact, pro-choice Republicans gave up the fight before the
convention even started. At a reception the day before the
convention, women waved yellow handkerchiefs printed
with the "Yank the Plank" slogan; underneath, the women
had already scribbled "In 2000."
Whitman and Molinari—both of whom could have been
expected to speak at such an event—did not even bother to
show up. But the GOP women and feminist activists expressed no anger at these politicians for abandoning the
convention's abortion battle once it heated up. Eager to
keep wielding whatever influence they have within the
GOP, the pro-choice activists never took their plank fight
into San Diego's streets.
In Chicago, if the Democrats had even hinted at the possibility of weakening their platform's pro-choice plank,
feminists would have flooded Chicago's streets. But this
year's issue was welfare, and no noisy groups of feminists
stomped their sneakers on the sidewalk demanding that
Clinton ease the impact of the welfare bill he had just
signed.
There was some criticism of Clinton's welfare bill at a
press conference with Congresswoman Maxine Waters and
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feminist luminaries Bella Abzug, Gloria Steinem, and
Eleanor Smeal, among others. But feminist activists spent
most of the time telling women: You may be mad at Clinton, but you should still vote for him.
In the weeks before the convention, some feminists had
been making angry noises about Clinton's decision to sign
the welfare bill. Urging Clinton to veto it, NOW launched a
"Hungry for Justice" campaign August 1. President Patricia
Ireland, joined by other NOW officers and the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, began a fast, which ended three weeks later when
Clinton signed.
"By the time that the Democratic National Convention
rolled around, the women's rights supporters and the feminists in the party had been pretty much reined in or had
reined themselves in," says Ireland. "People were getting
in line. It was not a place where people were going to
mount demonstrations or speak angry words." At the convention, Ireland says, she found herself besieged by Clinton supporters—fundraisers, consultants—begging her to
keep quiet. "There was a real strategy to try to keep the lid
on this."
In exchange for staying silent, feminist heavyweights—
including Steinem and Feminist Majority founder Smeal—
received a meeting with Health and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala. Behind closed doors, they urged
Shalala to protect domestic violence victims from the welfare bill's punitive measures. "Our demonstrations before
the convention made them very much want to mollify us,"
Ireland says. So it was that in early October, Clinton directed states to put policies in place softening the bill's impact
on victims of domestic violence.
"Maybe it's quid pro quo," admits Pat Reuss, executive
director of the NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund,
who attended the Shalala meeting. "If we don't make a
horrible stink, then they'll see if they can actually do what
we want." In one of the convention's few hints of feminist
dissent, Steinem said, "As a women's movement and as a
movement for social justice, we have not done our job. We
have yet to forge a coalition of women on welfare, women
with two jobs, and homemakers."

F

OUR YEARS EARLIER, THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION WAS

in New York City and feminist politicians were endorsing Clinton with considerably more enthusiasm.
Yet outside, thousands of activists protesting violence
against women—organized by members of the Women's
Action Coalition—took to the streets, marching down
Broadway toward Madison Square Garden. There they
massed for one of the city's largest feminist rallies in recent
memory. A steady stream of female politicians—perhaps
not wanting to be left out, perhaps finding the huge crowd
irresistible—left their seats inside the hall to climb up on a
rickety stage packed with grassroots activists and movement notables, just about everyone from Shere Hite to Rep.
Patricia Schroeder. That election year, loud, feminist voices
outside the convention hall strengthened the resolve of female politicians and top-level activists inside to, at least
temporarily, do the right thing. •
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WAY OFF BASE
The shameful history of military rape in Okinawa
BY RICK MERCIER

A

S I STROLL DOWN KOKUSAI STREET IN DOWNTOWN

Naha, Okinawa, there's no escaping the fact that I
am on an island dominated by the United States
military. The abundance of military-surplus stores and souvenir shops selling camouflage clothing (including outfits
for tots) calls obvious attention to the bases that lie a little
further north, but the banality and commodification give
me the feeling that up the road what I'll find is a giant war
theme park—perhaps some kind of joint venture between
the Pentagon and Walt Disney.
As I continue walking up the street, however, I spy a
crack in the commodity-spectacle. Outside a surplus shop, a
wall mural depicts a startled, larger-than-life woman clutching a bath towel against her nude body. Beside her in big,
bold letters is the store's name: Surprise Attack. The connection between militarism and sexual violence could not have
been articulated more clearly, and it is especially apt in light
of the abduction and rape of a 12-year-old Okinawan
schoolgirl by three U.S. servicemen in September 1995.
That crime was no isolated incident. Four months earlier,
a 24-year-old woman was beaten to death with a hammer
by a U.S. serviceman. In 1993, a soldier raped an Okinawan
woman, then escaped while in the custody of U.S. military
police. There have been at least 34 murders committed by
U.S. military personnel since 1955, when six-year-old Yumiko Nagayama was abducted, raped, and murdered by a
U.S. Air Force sergeant. Twenty-three of the victims have
been Okinawan women or girls (another was a woman
serving in the U.S. military).
A glance at the litany of crimes reveals a correlation between U.S. military action in Asia and violence directed
against women in Okinawa. During the Vietnam War era,
17 women were murdered by military personnel who were
RICK MERCIER z's a freelance writer who lives and teaches in
Japan. A frequent visitor to Okinawa, he covers anti-base
activism.
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on R and R leave, were training for combat, or were somehow already involved in the war effort, which in Okinawa
included daily B-52 sorties originating from Kadena Air
Force Base. Eleven of the victims worked serving soldiers
as bar hostesses or sauna attendants—occupations that
helped keep the GIs happy and thus maintained their willingness to kill in other Asian countries. It was in this way
that the military's violence in Southeast Asia—often initiated in Okinawa—boomeranged back to Japan's remote island prefecture, where Okinawan women became the victims of deadly attack.
Suzuyo Takazato, a member of the Naha city assembly
and a longtime women's activist in Okinawa, has made it
her lifework to educate people about militarism and violence against women and to organize concerned citizens
around the issue. Speaking at a demonstration after the
rape of the 12-year-old schoolgirl, she denounced the idea
that all U.S. soldiers needed was a little more sensitivity
training: "Education does not help because the military itself is a form of structural violence. A soldier may be a
good son to his mother, or a good husband to his wife.
However, once he is integrated into the military, he...is
trained to inflict violence.... Teaching humanity in the military is a gross contradiction. The military is a place for
teaching brutality."

W

OMEN'S ACTIVISTS IN OKINAWA ARGUE THAT ACTS

of violence by U.S. military personnel against
Okinawan women should be considered war
crimes. They cite the Platform for Action adopted at the
1995 Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, which
states: "Rape that takes place in a situation of armed conflict constitutes a war crime and under certain circumstances it constitutes a crime against humanity." Okinawan
women contend that similar consideration should be given
to sexual violence that occurs in the context of a long-term
military presence.
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The rape of the schoolgirl "represents only one in a continuing series of innumerable assaults committed against
girls and women that began the day the U.S. military forces
landed on Okinawa fifty years ago," assert Okinawan
Women Act Against Military Violence, a group formed in
fall 1995. They have appealed to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights to conduct a human rights investigation in Okinawa. "There is a lack of recognition regarding...human rights violations committed against
women and children in those places around the world
where, as in Okinawa, there exists a foreign military presence," they wrote to Dr. Radhika Coomaraswany, special
rapporteur for the U.N. Commission on Human Rights. In
their request to the U.N., the group points out that during
the postwar occupation, which lasted until 1972, Okinawans were deprived of the right to exercise jurisdiction
over crimes committed by U.S. military personnel or dependents. The U.S. military occupation government that
ruled Okinawa until its reversion to Japan also failed to
keep accurate records of such crimes.
Takazato says the U.N. has still made no official response
to the request. In the meantime, Okinawan Women Act
Against Military Violence will conduct its own investigation, sending out surveys and seeking Okinawa residents'
accounts of human rights violations by U.S. military personnel dating back to the invasion of Okinawa by U.S.
forces in the spring of 1945.
Sexual violence by military forces began in Okinawa
when Japanese troops arrived during World War II. To
serve the 100,000 soldiers deployed throughout the Okinawan islands, the Japanese military government set up
130 military brothels in houses, public buildings, barracks,
storehouses, even caves. Between 400 and 500 Okinawan
women and approximately 1,000 Korean women were
compelled to become "comfort women," or sexual slaves,
for Japanese soldiers. One Okinawan war survivor recalls
the plight of Korean comfort women once U.S. troops came
ashore: "[There] were a large group of Korean women hiding together.... The Japanese soldiers had used these young
women as prostitutes before the Americans landed. After
the battle started, the soldiers drove the women
away...with no food and no protection."
A historian commissioned by Okinawa Prefecture estimates that more than 10,000 rapes occurred during 84 days
of fighting. After the battle was over and U.S. forces had established control of Okinawa, community bells were rung
whenever U.S. troops were spotted approaching villages,
and young women were hidden from soldiers. In the case
of comfort women who survived the battle, many performed the same services for the new occupation forces
that they had for the Japanese.
Prostitution was legal in Okinawa during the U.S. occupation government, and the Yaejima Approved Prostitution
Zone was established three months after the outbreak of the
Korean War. A survey conducted in 1969, at the height of
the Vietnam War, revealed that 7,400 women were involved
in prostitution around the bases. This meant that one in
every 40 to 50 Okinawan females between the ages of 10
and 60 was selling her body to earn a living. During this period, according to Takazato and other women who prepared
workshop materials on militarism and sexual violence for
the Beijing Conference, "income from women working in
30

prostitution...exceeded income from production of the main
agricultural crops of sugar cane and pineapple."
Today, the strength of the yen has curtailed base-related
prostitution in Okinawa, but the military still considers it
an important and acceptable outlet for barracks-crazy soldiers. This was made apparent when, in the wake of the
September 1995 rape of the schoolgirl, the commander of
all U.S. military operations in the Pacific publicly lamented
the judgment of the soldiers who were charged as suspects,
reasoning that for the price of the rental car used to carry
out the attack, "they could have had a girl."

T

HE PEOPLE OF KlN TOWN, WHO ARE INVOLUNTARY

hosts to more than 21,000 Marines, have a pretty
good idea of the danger posed to Okinawan
women and girls by U.S. military personnel. Kin Town is
where the September 1995 rape occurred, and over the
years several other highly publicized sexual assaults and
murders have been reported in the small village. In 1985, a
40-year-old woman was abducted and raped there by two
soldiers. Two junior high school students going for a swim
at a Kin Town beach were stoned until they lost consciousness and then raped by a Marine in 1975. The rape of the
junior high students had followed an incident the year before in which a 17-year-old woman and her uncle were ambushed by three soldiers who beat the uncle unconscious
and gang-raped the woman. Between 1965 and 1971, four
women from Kin Town were believed to have been murdered by U.S. servicemen, though there is record of only
one conviction by U.S. military courts.
These incidents represent only a small portion of what
Kin Town residents have had to endure. On top of all the
unreported sexual assaults are the military-related accidents that have injured or killed citizens, and the environmental damage caused by live artillery drills in the area.
One accident involved a 73-year-old woman who was
crushed by a tank while combing a village beach for bullets. In another notorious incident, a 55-year-old woman
was shot to death in Kin Town by a U.S. sergeant who testified that he had mistaken her for a wild boar. The defendant was acquitted by a military court.
The suffering forced upon residents of Kin Town and
other Okinawans could not have been imposed on Japanese citizens who live on the mainland. The concentration of
the bases in Okinawa must be viewed as a manifestation of
the discrimination that Okinawans have faced from mainland Japan ever since Okinawa was annexed in the 19th
century. Many Okinawans feel that this discrimination was
responsible for the Imperial Army's decision to use Okinawa as a buffer during the final months of World War II.
About 150,000 Okinawans (one fourth of the island's
population) died during the battle in Okinawa, which Okinawans call the "Typhoon of Steel." After the battle, U.S.
troops put survivors into detention camps and seized the
best land in Okinawa, mostly in the central part of the island where the bulk of Okinawans lived. The U.S. military
continued confiscating land until the mid-'50s.
In 1952, the first "all-island struggle" emerged to resist
the escalating enclosure of land by the U.S. occupation government. During the '60s and early '70s, Okinawans protested against the Vietnam War and the storage of poison gas at
Okinawa bases. Citizens also started a grassroots reversion
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Okinawans have learned from experience
that this unending chain of crimes
against women and girls is inseparable
from the institution of the military.
A mural outside a shop in Naha,

Okinawa,

targets women for military-surplus sexual violence.

they learned (and what the Post did not report) was
that one of the conditions for closing Futenma Air Station was the construction a new heliport somewhere
else in Okinawa. Camp Hansen in Kin Town was
named as a possible relocation site for the heliport,
but strong local opposition caused officials in Tokyo
and Washington to drop it from their list of options.
The prevailing view in Okinawa is that the April
agreement is deeply flawed and that it may in fact
lead to a greater entrenchment of the military presence in the prefecture. "If they build a new heliport,
the bases will stay here," says Etsuko Une, who
works at a museum adjacent to Futenma Air Base.
"Okinawa belongs to Okinawans, not to the U.S.
military."

W

HILE OKINAWANS PERSIST IN THEIR FIGHT

movement, believing that this would lead to the removal of
the bases. Today, despite more than four decades of resistance, 20 percent of the main island lies behind chain-link
fences and barbed wire erected by the U.S. military.
The anti-base movement showed its strength in October
1995 with a demonstration of 85,000 people (nearly 7 percent of the prefecture's population—equivalent to a
560,000-person march in New York City). The U.S. and
Japanese governments, after years of ignoring Okinawans,
finally took notice, but have sought to limit the terms of the
public debate to a question of giving back some land to Okinawans and reducing irritants such as noise pollution. As
a Japanese Defense Agency official told a Japanese newspaper, "At any cost, we want to avoid repetition of the past,
when anti-base movement groups campaigned for removal
of bases across the country."
The April agreement between the U.S. and Japanese governments to consolidate the bases in Okinawa was played
up as a good faith effort to wipe away some of what U.S.
Ambassador Walter Mondale has called the U.S. military's
"footprints" in Okinawa. The media in the United States
bought the U.S. and Japanese governments' line. The Washington Post reported that the decision to close down the
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station "solves the most contentious issue between the United States and residents of
Okinawa."
Kin Town residents, however, might disagree with the
Washington Post's interpretation of the April accord, for what
Winter
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against the U.S. and Japanese governments, so do the crimes against women
and girls by U.S. military personnel. In January 1996,
a 14-year-old American girl was allegedly raped at
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa by a 24-year-old airman. In another rape reported in March in Chatan
Town, Okinawa, the assailant was identified as a foreign
man. In mid-September, two soldiers were questioned in
connection with the beating and robbery of a female bar
manager in Ishikawa village, near Kin Town.
Recent crimes involving U.S. servicemen in places other
than Okinawa also testify to the threat posed to women by
the military. In September, a U.S. soldier stationed in Korea
confessed to killing a Korean prostitute. In Japan's Nagasaki
Prefecture this summer, a Navy petty officer from the amphibious assault ship USS Belleau Wood reportedly molested
a Japanese girl. The Belleau Wood, home-ported at the U.S.
Navy base in the Nagasaki town of Sasebo, is theflagshipof
an amphibious squadron established in 1992 for deployment
of Marines from Okinawa to "hot spots" around the globe.
Okinawans have learned from experience that this unending chain of crimes against women and girls is inseparable from the institution of the military. The mass destruction carried out by the military has always coexisted with
and presupposed systematic gender violence. Indeed, as
the actions of the Japanese and U.S. militaries in Okinawa
have shown, exploitation and violence directed against
women is acknowledged within the military as a key to reproducing the capacity of men to carry out mass violence.
Okinawans are doing us a great service by attacking the
U.S. military locally, and by making general critiques of the
character of the military. We owe it to them to add our voices and our actions to their struggle, which ultimately is
about a lot more than just what goes on in Okinawa. •
31
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"Self-Portrait as Immaculata"

"Historically, still life was a tradition of and for women, who
weren't allowed access to nude models for fear that we would
PAINTINGS become corrupted," says Julie Heffernan. "Ironically, open
melons and lush lumps of flesh were supposed to be expresOF
sions of domesticity."
After earning a graduate degree from the Yale School of Art
JULIE
in 1985, Heffernan began painting large mythological works
HEFFERNAN she describes as "very tough, aggressive, almost masculine...a
la Picasso and Tintoretto." It took her a while to understand "I
was painting according to a system of values that weren't mine. I had to start
painting something that I really loved." Her artistic breakthrough came in the rebellious and liberating act of obliterating those works, "really just throwing turpentine at them and erasing all but a vestige—and then in the very center I would
put some tiny little image that was completely my own."
At moments Heffernan's distinctive work seems to achieve the experience of
overwrought, over-ripe fruit and flowers—the marvelous sensation, just before
decadence, that reminds one of, in her words, "an overly laid table at Thanksgiving—where there's one too many dishes and it's almost excessive...but not quite."
"My paintings come out of a space of empathy," Heffernan told ON THE ISSUES
at her New York studio. "I am creating an experience of entering a space of unknowable, unknown oozing of sensations. It has to do with the way that your
body feels when you're holding flesh, when you're holding a child, when you're
holding a lover. The individual self is larger than the confines of the skin."
Her work is explicitly connected to the body, and "Self-Portrait as Infanta
Maria Teresa With Big Hands" (page 35) is one example of this connection. Painted after Heffernan had a near-fatal ectopic pregnancy, it offers a different kind of
battle scar: Heffernan's heroine displays her vulnerability and posits the female
body and reproductive capability as a site of potential death. "I had always loved
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"World Without Men"
(1994) oil on canvas,
58 x 72 inches.
Collection of Mr. and Mrs. Freib
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"Self-Portrait as Monarch'
(1994) oil on canvas, 56 x 72 inches. Courtis I ntlrinhn Contemporary, New York Cirv

the female nude in painting, but never felt as
though I could paint it because of all of the problems associated with it—the female subject as object of the male gaze. But my experience gave me
a way to the female nude in a way that's direct
and felt—the nude not as sex object but bearer of
scars, not victim but survivor."
Highly self-conscious, Heffernan's work is not
without its wry humor. She painted "World Without Men" (pages 32-33) in response to Camille
Paglia's absurd statement that if civilization were
left to women, we'd all be in grass shacks. Depicting her own view of Manifest Destiny, complete
with sprawling Olympias, Heffernan suggests
that perhaps being in grass shacks might not be
so bad; it's a kind of Utopian vision after all.
Julie Heffernan's work asks us to be still for just
a moment, to connect, to explore, and to be uncertain: "It is in the willingness to reveal ourselves
that the choice comes to dispense with petty secrets and feel our way to the deeper issues, the
ones that really count."
—STACEY SCHRADER
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Left,
"Self-Portrait as
Infantas Tending the
Mud Commodious"
(1996) oil on canvas,
72 x 48 inches.
Collection of Barry and
Arlene Hockfield.

Right,

"Self-Portrait as
Infanta Maria Teresa
With Big Hands"
(1996) oil on canvas,
69 Vix 52 7< inches.
Collection of
Merle Hoffman.
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AN IDEAL GAY ICON?
Why Oscar Wilde—the toast of
Broadway—is not my cup of tea

BY CAROLYN GAGE

I

N

A

RECENT

GAY-AND-LESBIAN

THEATER

newsletter, there were two notices about
Oscar Wilde. One was recruiting petitioners for
a campaign to obtain an official pardon for Wilde,
and the other was recruiting support for an Oscar
Wilde celebration.
Why is Oscar Wilde, author of the current Broadway hit
comedy An Ideal Husband, being marketed as some kind of
figurehead for gay and lesbian theater activists? Why are
gay men attempting to unilaterally define what is touted to
the media as coalition culture? Why are lesbian "theater
wives"—for the questionable privilege of a male-funded
theater roof over their heads—willing to table women's issues in favor of those that speak to the interests of their gay
male "theater husbands"?
Oscar Wilde is not my cup of tea. His "culture"—arrogantly classist, misogynist, pedophilic—shares nothing in
common with lesbian-feminist values. We need to know
about the facts before we join our gay brothers in celebrating as a martyr someone whom many of us would consider
a criminal.
According to the record, Wilde was sent to jail because of
his sexual exploitation of working-class and poverty-class
child prostitutes. It was they who presented the testimony
against him, and it was their evidence that sent him to
prison.
Wilde's homophobia set the whole legal process in motion in the first place. His lover's father "accused" Wilde of
homosexual behavior, and Wilde, in a fit of pique and
egged on by his narcissistic lover, sued the man for libel—
in other words, for lying. Hardly a stand for gay rights.
When Wilde approached an attorney to represent him,
Contributing editor CAROLYN CAGE is a lesbian-feminist
playwright (her catalog is online at http://www.monitor
.net/-carolyn). In the spring OTI, she revealed "Why Annie
[Oakley] Got Her Gun."
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the attorney advised him, "I can only accept
this brief, Mr. Wilde, if you can assure me on your
honour...that there is no and never has been any
foundation for the charges that are made against
you." As told by his biographer H. Montgomery Hyde,
Wilde stood up and declared the charges "absolutely
false and groundless."
Wilde was married with two children at the time that he
instigated his frivolous and self-destructive libel suit. It
was an action taken without consulting his wife and without the funds to pay the legal fees. Foolishly, Wilde trusted
his lover, Lord Alfred, to cover the costs. After his incarceration, his creditors moved in, and his family's possessions—even the children's toys—were ruthlessly auctioned
off. His wife, compelled by the scandal to leave England,
found that it was necessary to change her name and her
sons' names even to obtain lodging in a foreign hotel.
Although Constance Wilde was strongly advised to divorce her husband, he importuned her from prison, and
she decided against taking such action. In fact, she continued to demonstrate extraordinary consideration toward the
man who had shown so little for her and for their children,
traveling in poor health from Switzerland to Reading Gaol
in order to convey in person the news of Wilde's mother's
death. After his release from prison, Wilde proceeded to violate all of the agreements he had made with her to protect
the family from any further notoriety.
As a footnote to the marriage, Wilde had not had sexual
relations with Constance for several years. The reason he
had given was that his syphilis, which he had contracted
from a prostitute during his student years and had believed to be cured, was, in fact, still virulent. There is no evidence that Wilde ever shared this information with any of
the boys with whom he had sexual relations.
But, back to the trial... Needless to say, the man that
Oscar Wilde was suing did everything he could to prove
his innocence—and so, not surprisingly, he produced as
\
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witnesses a number of the child prostitutes whose "services" had been procured by Wilde.
A number of my gay brothers will no doubt insist that I
differentiate here between "child prostitute" and "teenaged
prostitute." I confess that the distinction is lost on me. I will
leave it to those for whom qualifiers of age, class, geography, period in history, provide a certain rationale, if not
outright justification, for a practice apparently intrinsic to
gay male culture yet violently antithetical to lesbian-feminist values.
Some gay brothers will also jump to Wilde's defense,
claiming that either the boys were being paid by the defendant to testify or else they were cooperating with the state
in order to avoid prosecution. That some of these boys had
histories of blackmailing their "clients" has also been used
to discredit their testimony. Leaving for a moment the fact
that Wilde admitted to friends on several subsequent occasions that the charges had been true, let us look at these
objections.
Why shouldn't these boys protect their interests against a
class of sexual predators who had chosen to victimize them
specifically because of their disenfranchisement both as
children and as members of a profoundly oppressed underclass? Why should anyone be surprised that Wilde's affectionately engraved, gift cigarette cases should find their
way to the pawnshop? If, as a function of his privilege,
Wilde chose to romanticize his sexually exploitive transactions, such sentimentality was a luxury his victims could ill
afford. When wealthy members of an elite class pay bargain prices for the sexual services of children, based on the
poverty-class economy of these children, can they be surprised if the more enterprising of these boys turn around
and charge them premium prices for privacy based on their
economy of privilege?

T

HE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PROSTITUTER AND THE

prostituted is not a mutual one. It is the standard
method of operation for colonialists, enslavers, and
pimps, to brutalize the members of an underclass created
by economic and sometimes social violence, and then to
point to their brutalization as a rationale for the conditions
to which they are subjected. This circular and self-serving
logic is in play when Wilde's defenders attempt to discredit
his victims as "blackmailers and thieves."
Wilde gave a speech during the trial, which is often cited
as a testimonial to his gay pride. In fact, he gave the speech
as an attempt to prove that his relations with Lord Alfred
were not gay, but rather a platonic bonding between an
older man and a younger man. The context in which he
framed his famous "love that dares not speak its name"
speech was profoundly homophobic.
During the trial, Wilde persisted in denying any participation in homosexual activity. Repeatedly questioned
about his frequenting of a notorious male brothel, where
his "companions" were children who worked as valets,
grooms, and coachmen, Wilde stated that he sought the
boys out because they were "bright and entertaining," insisting that he was oblivious to class differences: "I never
inquired, nor did I care, what station they occupied." And
again, "I recognize no social distinctions of any kind... "
This is difficult to believe when, on one occasion, Wilde
picked up a boy who sold newspapers, and took him to a
Winter 1997 • ON THE ISSUES

hotel in Brighton for a weekend. In order to disguise the
obvious nature of the relationship, Wilde bought the boy a
suit of clothing with insignia that would associate him with
a prestigious private boys' school. In court, he insisted that
the choice of the school's colors had been the boy's.
In fact, Wilde was very class-conscious. In his famous letter de Profundis, he told a very different story—in which
class difference features prominently:
People thought it was dreadful of me to have entertained at dinner the evil things of life... It was like feasting with panthers; the danger was half the excitement. I
used to feel as a snake-charmer must feel when he lures
the cobra to stir from the painted cloth or reed basket
that holds it and make it spread its hood at his bidding
and sway to and fro in the air... Their poison was part of
their perfection.
To what does "poison" refer if not their class antagonism
toward Wilde and his kind? And what a patriarchal reversal of the power relations! It is remniscent of the rhetoric
used against incest victims, characterizing them as promiscuous and vampiric.
One of the boys who testified had not been procured for
Wilde. He had been employed as an office boy at Wilde's
publishing firm, and Wilde had cultivated the friendship
by exploiting the boy's interest in his writing. The boy testified that he had been ignorant of Wilde's intentions, that he
was traumatized by the sexual contact, and that he was
subsequently fired from his job for his association with
Wilde. His emotional confusion about his victimization by
a "benign" perpetrator was used against him in court as
proof that he was crazy.
After his conviction, and halfway through his two-year
prison sentence, Wilde wrote the following words in a petition to the Home Secretary. No doubt the homophobia is
exacerbated by his desire to win a pardon, but Wilde's attempt to characterize his homosexuality as a disease or the
result of bad company is cowardly to say the least:
The Petitioner...was suffering from the most horrible
form of erotomania, which made him forget his wife
and children, his high social position..., the honour of
his name and family, his very humanity itself, and left
him the helpless prey of the most revolting passions,
and a gang of people who for their own profit ministered to them, and drove him to his hideous ruin.
Hardly a gay rights manifesto.
And after prison? Wilde went to Paris, where he rendezvoused with Lord Alfred, who was being serviced sexually at the time by a 14-year-old boy who sold flowers on
the street. This boy claimed to be "keeping" a 12-year-old at
home, and Lord Alfred was attempting to gain sexual access to the boy. Wilde himself, in the words of his lover, was
"hand in glove with all the little boys on the Boulevard."
Oscar Wilde was a child molester, a woman-hater, a colonialist, a classist, a coward, and a colossal liar. The record
speaks for itself. I call upon my gay brothers to drop the
euphemisms surrounding the culture of prostitution and
child sexual abuse, and to come out of denial about the nature of the men who participate in that culture. •
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know your enemy

HOW TO GET THE
GOODS ON THE RIGHT
A tactical and strategic guide
BY LORETTA J. ROSS

EVERY DAY I AM FRUSTRATED BY THE FACT THAT OUR ANTI-

abortion opponents appear to know more about us than
we know about them. They picket our homes and offices,
write in their newsletters about our personal lives, put out
"wanted" posters on our doctors. Yet most of us, foot soldiers in the pro-choice movement, may know the names
of their national leaders but know very little else about
them.
Part of the reason for this is, simply, that we don't stoop
to the dirty tricks they use. We don't call their homes and
lie about who we are, follow their children home from
school to harass them, park outside their houses blocking
their driveways, or call their employers in an effort to get
them fired.
But because they do use such slimy tactics, they make
me mad—mad enough to want to find out more about
them. So I've figured out how to apply some undercover
tactics of my own. If you want to join me, here's a primer
about how to do high-quality opposition research on the
anti-abortion movement.

DEEP BACKGROUND:
TRENDS IN THE ANTI-ABORTION MOVEMENT

In August 1992, while I was on staff at the Center for Democratic Renewal (CDR), a research center that tracks hate
crimes, I launched a project that would investigate the links
between the violent wing of the anti-abortion movement
and the far-right organizations and individuals we routinely monitored at CDR. I was convinced that the anti-abortion movement was about to escalate its violence and
would adopt the tactics of the white-supremacist movement. In March 1993, nine months after the project was
started, Dr. David Gunn was killed by Michael Griffin in
Pensacola, Florida. A year and a few months after that, Dr.
John Britton was murdered by Paul Hill, followed a few
months later, in December 1994, by three murders committed by John Salvi in Brookline, Massachusetts. At the end of
the three-year project in 1995, the research revealed:
• that significant links exist between the militaristic wing
of the anti-abortion movement and the militia movement
that's sweeping the country;
• that most of those convicted for extreme anti-abortion
violence such as assassinations and bombings had been inHow to Get the Goods—and on Whom fluenced by the fascist right and had, in fact, directly borThere are three main areas of opposition research: data col- rowed tactics like wanted posters and stalking from the
lection, infiltration, and reporting. But before we explore
white-supremacist movement;
them, it's important for you to understand the different
• that some clinic sieges have involved actual members
types of anti-abortion groups that are out there. You have
of hate groups, such as racist skinheads who demonstrated
to know precisely whom youare dealing withjin order to in Dallas, Texas, and Portland, Oregon, or members of the
develop the most appropriate responses to their strategies
Ku Klux Klan in Florida who frequently demonstrate
and tactics.
against clinics there;
• that many of the people who are influential in the antiLORETTA | . ROSS is executive director of the National abortion movement have historical and sometimes current
Center for Human Rights Education, a training and resource ties to white-supremacist groups—for example, John Burt,
center for grassroots activists, based in Atlanta, Georgia. Shethe "ex-Klansman" from Pensacola who was also involved
organized the first national conference on Women of Color andwith Paul Hill and Michael Griffin;
Reproductive Rights and is currently writing a book on the black • that identifiable trends exist in the rise and decline of
women's movement entitled Black Women and Abortion.
violence. Basically, whenever anti-abortionists believe they
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can stop abortion through political means, as
they did during the early years of the Reagan
Are You the Undercover Type?
and Bush presidencies, abortion violence declines. When they feel that peaceful avenues
I must warn you: Not everyone is cut out to be an opposition researcher. If
of protest are restricted, they turn to violence.
you're a person who likes to talk a lot and tell everyone your business, you're
Those anti-abortion forces willing to do the diprobably very nice and interesting, but please—don't try to infiltrate an antirect actions described below have been growabortion meeting, because you'll instantly be uncovered.
ing rapidly since 1986, fueled by Republican
If your memory isn't so hot—if you have trouble recalling what you ate last
administrations that helped legitimize their
night—you aren't well-equipped to keep necessary mounds of nefarious details
belief that abortion should be outlawed.
in your head, so don't even try.
The most alarming recent trend has to do
Finally, please keep in mind that doing opposition research can be fun. You
with the fact that peaceful protesters have
must keep your sense of humor. Many people engage in this work with a heavy
been replaced by those who prefer to use viointent, taking themselves too seriously and losing perspective. That said, you
lence to stop abortion. Many who simply
may end up immersing yourself in some pretty ugly stuff, and if you are not
prayed to end abortion have been turned off
clear about who you are, why you are doing the work, and how much fun life
by the ugly aggressiveness of current antireally is, you will probably end up stressed out and depressed and of little use
abortion tactics, such as the harassment of
to the pro-choice movement.
—L.I.R.
doctors at home and the dumping of foulsmelling chemicals inside clinics. This has
dried up the funds these contributors provided and dimin- been the "nickel and dime" supporters of the anti-abortion
ished the number of people willing to do civil disobedience movement. However, their influence appears to be waning
and go to jail, Thus, the anti-abortion movement has been as their peaceful means of protest are eschewed for more
forced to change tactics over the past decade, escalating
confrontational methods. Frequently, people who increase
from arson and kidnapping to murder.
levels of violence begin as peaceful protesters at clinics.
Those of us who would do significant opposition re• Confrontational-style groups and action leaders who
search on the anti-abortion movement are hampered by the
use direct-action tactics (mainly threats and harassment) to
lack of information about this vigilante subculture—as well claim that abortion is murder—examples are Joe Scheidler
as about the conspiracy theories that animate the move- of Pro-Life Action League; Randall Terry, Flip Benham, and
Jeff White of Operation Rescue; John Burt and Don Treshment. We need to know more in order to recognize and
predict which kinds of assaults to expect in a given area. man of Rescue America; and David Crane of the American
Coalition of Life Activists. Of particular concern is Mark
Which leads to
Crutcher of Life Dynamics, Inc., who wrote the book
Firestorm detailing ways to harass doctors through malRule 1: You have to
practice litigation, as well as through more terroristic methods such as bombs. His new book, Lime 5, purports to expose how the government and media deny the "2,500
abortion malpractice cases" he claims to have uncovered.
rhetoric as well as
Some confrontational anti-abortionists are so dangerous
their demographic characteristics.
they turn on each other. For example, Barbara Lyons of
Wisconsin Right to Life reported anti-abortionist Robert
Cook to the authorities because, as she was quoted as havEYES ONLY: KNOW YOUR ADVERSARY
ing said in the Chicago Tribune, "the things he said caused
There are four primary types of anti-abortion groups with
us some concerns." Cook was found guilty in January 1996
which you should be familiar. Although movement among
on charges of "stealing $260,000 and using the money to
groups can be quite fluid, opposition research to date reveals:
• Lobby-oriented Christian groups, such as the Christ- purchase weapons, and attempting to assemble an army of
men to attack abortion clinics across the country."
ian Coalition or Concerned Women of America, that give
Operations like the Lambs of Christ and Missionaries to
priority to abortion on a larger laundry list of social conthe Preborn serve as clearinghouses for those dedicated accerns. They organize primarily to influence the electorate.
tivists who make blocking clinics their lifework. Unlike
Recent promotional material from the Christian Coalition
claims 1.7 million members but, interestingly, did not men- local activists who can only muster enough courage to go
to jail once or twice, the Lambs and the Missionaries protion any specific issues they support, thanks to a makeover
by executive director Ralph Reed, who holds that support- vide a course of action for those who have less to lose. They
ing narrow, single issues weakens the coalition. If you be- are "Professional Rescuers" who go from place to place,
lieve their direct mail, they are becoming pro-life moder- blocking clinic access, locking themselves to concrete
ates. Instead, the coalition promises voter registration, blocks, or invading clinics and destroying equipment. They
are frequently unemployed, homeless, or transient. Their
education, and political mobilization in a campaign to raise
leaders
tend to frequent militia meetings and use a para$7 million.
military style of organizing.
• Mainstream religious groups, such as Lutherans for
• Violent vigilante networks made up primarily of lone
Life or Catholics United for Life, that focus primarily on
individuals
who resort to tactics such as arson, bombing,
abortion and whose activities may include lobbying, educaphysical assault, and murder. Examples include John Salvi,
tional forums, and picketing. These groups provide most of
Paul Hill, and Shelly Shannon, who attempted to murder Dr.
the foot soldiers for clinic blockades and have traditionally

research adversaries' political
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George Tiller in 1993. These people come from the militant
wing of the Protestant and Catholic anti-abortion movement
or, like Paul DeParrie, the militia movement. They may be
believers in the Phineas Priesthood, a violent network of
people from the far right dedicated to using violence to stop
abortion and other "crimes against the white race."
There are, of course, tactical differences between antiabortionists who use legal means to achieve their ends and
those dedicated as much to violence as to their religious
zealotry. But the movement's strength lies much in the
groups' ability to change their tactics and adapt to shifting
political winds. Groups that lobby one day may picket the
next. John Salvi, Shelley Shannon, Paul Hill, and Michael
Griffin all started out as demonstrators in front of clinics
who later became violent vigilantes.

rect-action wing of the anti-abortion movement and the farright, church-based theocratic movement. According to the
Bay Area Coalition for Our Reproductive Rights (BAYCORR), a member of Operation Rescue California was seen
distributing Christian Identity materials at a meeting sponsored by Christian Action Ministries in San Jose. Christian
Identity is a religion favored by members of the Aryan Nations, Ku Klux Klan, and the paramilitary right. Literature
from the far-right U.S. Taxpayers Party, a militia group, is
also frequently available.
The direct-action-style groups may use a cadre style of
organizing: small secretive cells of people who form an
inner circle that directs the activities of the larger group.
This is called the "Minuteman Strategy," which carefully
screens prospective members but performs most of the
clinic surveillance and terrorism.

KNOW WHAT YOUR SUBJECTS BELIEVE

There is a strong thread of anti-Semitism and racism in the
conspiracy theories of both lobbying-oriented groups and
the violent vigilantes. It is found in their conspiracy theories about Jewish elites secretly controlling America and
the accusation that most doctors who perform abortions
are Jews who wish to exterminate the white (Aryan) race.
Even if the people you research seem fanatical or, on the
other hand, quite ordinary, remember that they are usually
influenced in some way by the belief that they are fighting
a battle on two fronts: against the "elites" (usually identified as Jewish) who allegedly control society, and poor people and people of color who, they believe, are lazy, immoral, and undeserving of society's benefits and
compassion.
For example, anti-abortionist Larry Wayne Crow was arrested in New Mexico on charges that he and three others
conspired to bomb abortion clinics, gay bars, and welfare
offices. According to reports in Life Advocate (the most popular anti-abortion magazine: read it), Crow has been a
member of a militia group in South Dakota. Convicted
Massachusetts murderer John Salvi was known to complain about people on welfare and to believe in "One
World Government" conspiracy theories expounded in the
pages of The New American, the magazine published by the
John Birch Society.
Research reveals that the most violent anti-abortion vigilantes often have crossed paths with someone from the fascist right who helps them learn the terrorist tactics most
frequently used by racists: bombings, assassination, and
threats. As the transcript of Shelly Shannon's trial shows,
by 1991 Shannon had begun to correspond with prison inmates listed in the publication Prisoners of Christ, including
convicted burglars, arsonists, and kidnappers, such as Don
Benny Anderson, Marjorie Reed, John Brockhoeft, and Tom
Spinks—all anti-abortion protesters who became violent
criminals, making the transition from peaceful protest to
violent acts and, in the process, converting others like
Shannon.
The violent anti-abortionists are also influenced by the
extreme rhetoric of the Christian Reconstructionist movement, a form of dominion theology that overtly advocates
the overthrow of the current government and imposition of
their version of a Christian society, in which men rule by
the Bible rather than the laws of a civil society. The Christian Reconstructionists are the link between the militant di40

Research and Data Collection
Excellent information is available directly from the antiabortion movement. This will involve a modest financial
investment from several hundred to several thousand dollars, depending on the scale of your operation.
How TO BEAT THEM BY JOINING THEM

It's best to start by establishing a post office box, a mail
drop, to receive the adversaries' propaganda.

Rule 2: Maintain your
anonymity to protect your privacy.
Since I didn't want to lie to the federal government by
opening a box under a fictitious name, I opened the box
legally through a friend who didn't mind lending her name
to the cause. This allowed me to have an untraceable
method of receiving the anti-abortion information without
revealing my identity.
I've found that the anti-abortionists sell (or give) their
mailing lists to other groups. What is even more scary, in
my post office box I've received correspondence from the
FBI saying my post office name has appeared on various
mailing lists ranging from the Ku Klux Klan to ultra-conservative Republicans like Pat Buchanan. Since these
groups appear to cooperate behind closed doors, it is vital
that your identity be completely shielded.
After opening the mail drop, the next step in the datacollection process is to get on their mailing lists, usually
with a small financial contribution. You can contact a longterm researcher to obtain the names of the magazines,
newsletters, and organizations that are best to subscribe to
or join. By building on the work that has preceded you,
you can save time and money by carefully selecting those
organizations that work in or report on your region of the
country. However, you do want to keep an eye on several
national groups, like Operation Rescue National or Advocates for Life Ministries.
Joining or subscribing is simple. Investigate the rates and
send a money order, carefully using your post office name.
They frequently ask for sizable contributions, $25 or $50,
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but I've found that a smaller amount, say $10 or $15, is
quickly accepted and starts the junk mail process.
Don't send in all your subscriptions or requests for information at the same time—space them out. Given the communications and overlap, you don't want to flood them
with requests from the same person and set off alarm bells!
On the other hand, don't be concerned if it takes a few
weeks or even months to get a response from some of the
groups. Sometimes they respond very quickly, depending
on the size of their staff and resources. Others can take several months to respond. If it takes more than 60 days, a follow-up letter may speed up the process.
How TO REMEMBER THEM—FOR GOOD

Another important aspect of data collection is keeping good
visual records of people who demonstrate in front of clinics.
A good camera with black-and-white film should be used
every time there is a demonstration. Try to get head shots of
people to create a local "mug book" of repeat demonstrators. Slowly, you will be able to identify the photos. Other
researchers around the country can assist in the identification process. Often, demonstrators claim before a judge that
their latest arrest is only their first. Efficient visual records
can belie these claims and result in stiffer sentences.

How to Infiltrate
Another excellent way to collect data is to monitor their
meetings and conferences. It is best to start with their most
public activities at first. Attending a local or national meeting
of the Christian Coalition, Human Life International, or Collegians Activated to Liberate Life (CALL) is relatively simple.
Once you are on their mailing lists, you will receive invitations to these types of events. You may choose to attend them
yourself, but I suggest that you find a dedicated volunteer to
whom to delegate this responsibility, preferably someone
who is not publicly identified with your organization.
This volunteer monitor needs to be someone who is
steady, not talkative, and presents a rather mainstream appearance. Don't laugh—the people who attend these meetings don't have pierced noses or shaved skulls. They tend
to look like bankers in suits or housewives in polyester
with perms.

Rule 3: The volunteer monitor must
blend in with a clean-cut, youngRepublican look—not stand out.
I've found that women are better infiltrators than men.
Perhaps it's sexism, but men are quite talkative to women
they are trying to impress. A knowledge of fundamentalist religious jargon is also useful. A churchgoing, young,
or middle-aged white woman is probably the best choice
for monitoring. If she has a sweet Southern accent, all the
better!
Because the antis are alert to the possibility of infiltration, they have established some security precautions. If
you are asked to submit your social security number or
Winter
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other identifying data, back off! Don't start monitoring this
particular conference until you have a strategy for dealing
with this.
You may have to make a decision about housing or
roommates at some conferences. It is ideal to have a single
room. If you have a roommate, this means that you must
pose day and night, a difficult front to maintain.
Once you have registered for the conference, do basically
what they say. Attend the workshops and plenaries on
time. Take copious notes on who speaks and what they say.
A tape recorder or camera may be helpful if you see others
in the audience using them. Visual audience surveys are
also useful; how many men, women, people of color, children, etc. are there?

Rule 4: Be accurate.
Don't just assume that because someone is scheduled to
speak on a panel that the person actually showed up. Double-check everything, so that you don't damage the integrity of your research with an error of laziness.
Make sure you check out the literature displays, which
are often an indication of cross-pollination from other organizations. For example, militia information may be available, or books and pamphlets outlining the next terroristic
strategy. Try to obtain as much of this information as possible, given your resources. Most of it will be free, so help
yourself.
Once you start attending the large public gatherings, opportunities will eventually present themselves to participate in smaller, more private meetings. For example, some
of my volunteers attended a local meeting of Operation
Rescue types and ended up in a strategy meeting planning
the next clinic siege. While the antis are quite cagey and secretive about exactly when they will attack a clinic, time
and repetition of your volunteers' presence increases the
amount of information available to you.

Rule 5: Advanced infiltration
should be done Only by

experienced infiltrators.
In other words, don't become overconfident and believe
that you can or should attend high-level strategy meetings
or secretly obtain information such as conference registration lists. And don't expect infiltration to expose the violent
vigilantes. These types usually operate in a netherworld
that is not discussed at a public meeting.
Another danger at this point is that monitors can be
swept up in an I Spy atmosphere of excitement and paranoia. Be warned—this is nothing more than a false power
trip that can jeopardize you and your goal. Remember, you
are there to do a job, not to believe their hype or your own.
The information you collect is not yours to hoard. Your
obligation is to share it with your organization, perhaps on
a "need to know" basis, but not to assume that your inside
track should give you more privilege or power. You must
keep perspective!
(continued on page 57)
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POWER
FROM MY PEOPLE
When sexual harassment turns racist, I summon up ancestral resistance
BY SABRINA MARGARITA ALCANTARA

I

that they don't fit perfectly into
downs on the streets.
the molds that other people set
Sometimes I can tell it's on
for them.
account of what race the perpeIt's seemingly more accepttrators think I am ("Hey, chink!
able for guys to harass women
Don't you have dogs where
like me from nonwhite or nonyou come from? Oh, that's
typical backgrounds. They figright, you eat them!" "Love
ure that I don't look "white
them chinas!"). Sometimes I
enough"; so it's easier for men,
know it's happening because
from various backgrounds
I'm a woman ("Oooh, love
themselves, to attempt to perthem legs!" "I'd love to put you
petrate verbal and physical
between two pieces of bread
bullshit onto me—ranging from
and lick in between!"). At other
grabbing my thigh while I'm
times it's because they're prowalking past them to hurling
voked by my tattoos, piercings,
obscenities. I'm convinced that
and/or what I'm wearing (catit's because I remind them
calls and lots of grabbing.) And
of some femme/ dyke /Asian
sometimes it's because I'm
please-let-me-submit-my-littlehugging my girlfriend's waist
flower-ass-to-you "mystique"
while strolling down the street
that I tend to become a magnet
("Why? Can't you get yourself
for strange men with power
a guy?").
trips who want to test my limits
and see how far they can go.
It gets on my nerves to the
extent that I just wanna box
As a "woman of color" mytheir ears!
The author practicing Pananandata (Filipino Weapon Fighting).
self, I try to make sure I'm not
I come from Filipino/Spanharboring some kind of racism
ish/Irish/Chinese ancestry. I discovered at an early age
in my own head, but one day I just decided to start tallying
that people like to categorize and put your ethnic back- the kinds of guys who would bother me. I found that alground/sexual orientation/class strata into neat little
though men of all different colors harass women, the maboxes so that they can say to themselves, "Oh yeah, those jority harassing me were Black and Hispanic.
stereotypes were right!" And they never think that maybe
When white men attack me, it's usually when they're
the people at the other end really don't give a flying fuck hanging outside with their buddies and holding beers in
their hands in front of a deli. Or maybe they're construction
SABRINA MARGARITA ALCANTARA writes a zine
workers doing a job when I pass by on my way to work.
called Bamboo Girl (PO Box 2828, New York, NY 10185-2828)
Guys of Asian descent might look at me a lot, but nothunder the pen name Sabrina Sandata.
ing that makes my temper flare. Coming from an Asian
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Knowing that I could kill someone if I wanted to, the way I approach scumbags
on the street has changed. I don't feel so powerless anymore.
background, I think it stems from the fact that (older) Asian
men are cultured to not say very much, not be physically
demonstrative, or not bother women they don't know.
Younger Asians hardly ever bother me, probably because
they know where I'm coming from, and they know, from
their experience, that Asians tend to be easier targets than
most minorities—probably because some may not look like
they're "from the hood" or are not looked on as a force to
be reckoned with in a street confrontation.
But where I live it seems more culturally acceptable for
Black and Hispanic men to be vocal and physical. These are
the homeboys (usually young, and usually Black and Latino) who run with a barcada (the guyfriends they hang with)
and want to impress their mates with their prowess at how
they handle the girls.
The same is true for men of all races, of course, when
they're hanging outside a bar, at a party, or on the street
with their male friends. But when they're alone, it's a different story: White men never approach me, unless they're
nuts, but Black and Latino guys will still attempt to victimize me—and on a much quieter level, with much more subtlety. The loud voices that everyone could hear when they
were with their barcada become mumbling under their
breath as they pass my shoulder, and it is only men who
are alone who grab my thighs or arms. This is more frightening, because the action is more personal and the intrusion into my space more invasive, more disturbing than
catcalls from a distance. When I realize these guys have the
balls to do this, it sometimes catches me off guard, and reminds me to be on it more so than usual.
Generally I don't care what color the guy is; I just lump
them all into the same stew of bad eggs that have a problem with their machismo. Before, I used to have such uncontrollable rage toward guys who would violate my space
and body and my state of mind that I would actually take
them on physically and attack back without hesitation.
There was one time when someone was blasting insults at
my parents... I just saw red and blanked out awareness of
what I was doing; then next thing I know my mom's
pulling me off the guy. Afterward she told me I had
punched him. I didn't even know it! It was at that time I realized I had to get a grip.
I had to learn how to choose my battles. And I had to
arm myself in case a confrontation got ugly.
I used to think that martial arts and defensive techniques
were singular to the Chinese, Japanese, and Koreans. But
then I found out that Filipinos had their own martial arts—
and I was ecstatic.
There are many forms of Filipino martial arts. Some are
called Kali, Escrima, Amis, Kuntaw, Silat. The art I study is
called Pananandata, or Filipino Weapon Fighting. I scoured
New York to find a good teacher. Thankfully I didn't have
too look far; I had a friend who was studying with "the
Professor/' or Po, as I call him (Po is a term of respect when
addressing an older Filipino/a). The simple moves he
taught me can deliver fatal blows. Some techniques he
showed me didn't seem all that powerful at first, but when
I practiced on him and he demonstrated on me, I found out
Winter
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that people are not as physically impenetrable as I thought.
Up until then, I assumed that "if the guy's bigger than me,
forget it!" But through the Art, along with some moves borrowed from Aikido and other forms, Po taught me that I
don't have to be gigantic to make an impact. Today, using
simple objects that I carry on me regularly, I can directly incapacitate someone who attacks me.

F

ILIPINO WEAPON FIGHTING HAS BECOME MY MODE OF

self-defense, and knowing its history makes it even
more empowering. Filipino martial arts stem from a
form early Filipinos taught themselves, mixed in with
Malay and Indonesian styles, and involves lots of sword
fighting. Because this fighting style is fierce, many colonizers who came to conquer the Islands found themselves surprised at the Filipinos' brutal prowess. The countries
whose goals were to acquire the Philippines did so, but
only after they lost much of their army to ugly deaths.
I have often dreamt of using this ancestral knowledge to
off many a sexist/racist/homophobic jerk on the street. But
knowing that I could kill someone if I wanted to, I have
found that the way I approach scumbags on the street has
changed. I don't feel so powerless anymore—not only because I have the power to do something so extreme but
also because I have choices: I have the choice to educate if a
stranger genuinely seems innocently ignorant, or to blow
off a person's hatred and misunderstanding so I don't
waste my time, or to defend myself. Either way, I don't feel
as powerless.
Feeling victimized is so easy if you don't know what to
do about a situation, and if you allow yourself to be talked
to in a certain way without responding back with an "I
don't appreciate that," "Stop it!," grabbing that guy's hand
on your thigh and twisting his wrist the wrong way (outward), or, if you have to, scratching his eyes out. It's important to realize that you can defend yourself with everyday
things like pens, bags, books, or those chain wallets that us
kids wear nowadays (a favorite with my teacher). And it's
important to voice out against the behavior itself, loud
enough to embarrass the perpetrator if you can. Nothing is
worse for a guy than having a woman publicly humiliate
him on the street—most men don't expect to be called on
their shenanigans.
Sometimes it almost scares me, realizing that my ancestors' knowledge can actually extinguish a life. It's a really
big responsibility, and I'm in no position to play God(dess).
My temper is still mighty quick, and I often find myself
locking horns with men who are taken aback at my gall to
actually take a stand for myself.
As many times as I've been attacked on the street, I'm always aghast and surprised while it's happening. I hardly
have any time to figure out exactly if it's because I'm a
woman, a person of color, queer, or all of the above. But I
have to act quickly, and realize that hate is hate and most
perpetrators are purely on power trips to constantly assess
their manhood.
Thanks to Po and my people's fierce resistance, I'm prepared. •
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WORKING
INSIDE THE SYSTEM
I could be fired for telling this story
BY "ANNE TULLY"

W

HEN I GRADUATED FROM COLLEGE AND DECIDED

to attend law school, becoming a prosecutor was
a natural career goal for me. I wanted to do
something about violence, especially our society's epidemic of violence against women, which drastically reinforces
women's inequality.
I knew that prosecutors' offices are notorious for being
populated by politically ambitious and socially conservative lawyer-politicians. Still, I entered my job expecting my
supervisors to exercise some commitment to the basic public goals of deterring crime, punishing crime, reempowering victims, and removing dangerous criminals from the
streets and from homes.
I was wrong. The busy prosecutor's office in which I
work is run with one foremost object: the political self-promotion of the district attorney (who is up for reelection
every four years) and his high-level assistants. The DA
cares more about good publicity than about public safety.
Information is very closely controlled. Media relations
are handled through a press director, and prosecutors are
forbidden, on penalty of firing, to speak to journalists
about anything having to do with the office, so the results
reached in the vast majority of cases are never known by
the public.
Only the very small percentage of crimes that make
headlines are prosecuted with the fullest extent of the office's resources, while the many violent crimes that never
receive media attention are prosecuted with shamefully little effort or concern. The high conviction rate boasted by
my office does not reflect the many cases plea-bargained
out or simply dismissed because they require too much
work for too little payoff.
Worse yet, the high-level prosecutors (overwhelmingly
men) who set policy in our office are extremely sexist,

"ANNE TULLY" is the pseudonym of a prosecutor in a large
city district attorney's office.
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beyond anything I was prepared to expect. The feminist
movement against violence against women has brought
law enforcement a long way from the days when rape and
domestic violence victims were routinely mocked and
blamed to their faces by police and prosecutors. But today
the mocking and victim-blaming continue behind closed
doors, and rape and domestic violence cases are quietly
dismissed, reduced, or plea-bargained down to insignificant charges. Meanwhile victims' phone calls are not returned and their questions are not answered.
I am still at a very junior level, but I have already worked
on hundreds of cases of physical and sexual violence
against women. I have learned a great deal about violent
crime and even more about what really goes on in our
criminal justice system when men are arrested for violence
against women. I still believe that the criminal justice system has a major role to play in reducing misogynist violence: by punishing acts of physical and sexual violence, by
mandating counseling for abusers who still have the potential to change, by incarcerating those who are proven too
dangerous to be free, and by sending a forceful message to
society and especially to men that violence against women
is socially unacceptable.
I know that each year, more and more young feminists
are deciding to continue their activism through the career
they choose, as I did. Many of them, as undergraduates,
helped build the growing campus movement against sexual violence. I urge any feminist considering a legal career to
spend part of it as a prosecutor, because the decisions made
in DAs' offices have serious and concrete effects on the
lives of women. I also want to tell feminists what is going
on inside prosecutors' offices, so that we know what we—
as prosecutors or as members of the public—must work to
change.
Here are some of the factors my office uses in deciding
which rape cases to reduce to misdemeanor sexual misconduct charges: The victim does not have visible bruises and
ON
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ADVICE FROM INSIDE OUT
Six ways to make the law-enforcement system work for women
As important as it is for feminists to work
inside law enforcement, there is an equally
urgent need for feminists outside lawenforcement organizations to become
involved as advocates, as voices for women,
as critics of the current state of affairs, and
as citizens who seek to hold prosecutors to
a higher standard in dealing with crimes
against women. In the 1970s, when sexual
violence was barely prosecuted at all, a
wave of feminist attention to law
enforcement led to some critically
important reforms. Another concerted
campaign by feminists could do a great
deal to get progress started again. The time
is ripe for a renewed feminist effort to make
law enforcement responsive to women's
needs.
Here are some strategies for doing this,
based on what I have learned working
inside a very anti-feminist prosecutor's
office.

I

Take grassroots action. The good
• news is, state prosecutors are very
responsive to local activism, because their
power bases are local. Well-targeted
demonstrations and media coverage—or
even petitions, letters, and phone calls, if
sustained enough—can really have an
effect.

2

Get access to information.

• Silence, the traditional ally of
batterers and rapists, also aids those within
law enforcement who perpetuate the abuse
of women by refusing to punish it.
Feminists must expose what goes on in
prosecutors' offices in order to change what
goes on. Court-watching projects, if
extensive enough, can be a useful source of
information. Check with a law school or
women's rights organization to see if a
court-watching project already exists near
you; and if you join one, don't hesitate to
approach a prosecutor to ask why a certain
case has not been charged as a more
serious crime. Another tactic: Write to your
local prosecutor, preferably on behalf of a
women's organization, requesting statistics
on the numbers of domestic violence and
sexual assault arrests they receive—and
how many of those eventually end up in
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dismissals or plea bargains to reduced
charges, rather than convictions on the top
arrest charges. Sexual assault and domestic
violence support groups are also a rich
source of firsthand information. Survivors in
such groups can provide advocates with
accounts of insensitive or misogynist or lazy
prosecutors, and advocates can then
approach prosecutors and demand
explanations and improvements.

3

Focus on what happens to cases
• that don't come to trial. Your
local prosecutor probably wants you to pay
attention to conviction rates—the number
of cases prosecutors win as a percentage of
those they take to trial. But in order to keep
those rates high, prosecutors plead out
cases that do not look like easy trial victories, so conviction rates mean very little.

4

Make victim-initiated remedies

• available. Catharine MacKinnon
and Andrea Dworkin have maintained that
civil legal remedies must be available for
women victimized by violence. I did not
really understand their argument for civil
(as opposed to criminal) strategies before
working in a DA's office, but now I do. In a
civil lawsuit, a victim, not a governmentemployed prosecutor, makes every decision
about her case: whether to initiate a legal
action, what charges are appropriate, what
evidence she is willing to offer to prove her
case, and so on. Ultimately the outcome of
her case will be decided by a judge and
jury, but at least one of the two sides in this
adversarial proceeding will be her side: her
version of what happened, her position as
to what the consequences should be.
Examples of such remedies are the antipornography ordinance written by Dworkin
and MacKinnon but struck down by federal
courts, the civil-rights remedy for gendermotivated violence in the Violence Against
Women Act (see "Gender-Justice
Breakthrough," by David Frazee, 07/, fall
1995), and the lawsuit filed, with
MacKinnon as counsel, on behalf of
Bosnian rape victims.

5

Network within and among
• professions. Feminist prosecutors

need to be forming
relationships with, for
example, feminist
journalists, so that we
can confidentially spread
information about what is really going on
behind the closed doors of our
prosecutors' offices. Similarly, workers in
victim-advocacy organizations need to
establish communications with
sympathetic prosecutors, so that each side
can alert the other to important facts about
individual women's cases and help each
other serve women's needs more
effectively. Feminist connections within the
profession of law are also vital. Women in
law school need to set up feminist alumnae
networks so that we can be resources for
one another. A prosecutor, for example,
may meet a domestic violence victim who
faces a related battle for child custody; if
the prosecutor has stayed in touch with her
colleagues in private practice, she can
direct the mother to a law firm lawyer who
screens pro bono projects.

6

Play hardball and demand
• results. I've watched how state and
local prosecutors respond to political
pressure and shows of strength—not
diplomacy, courtesy, persuasion. And I've
seen them let down women victims of
violence. Take it from an insider, we should
not be excessively polite about reminding
them of their obligations to all women. It is
possible for them to do better. Largely in
response to feminist demands for reform,
jurisdictions such as San Diego and
Nashville have established extremely
effective strategies in their police and
prosecutors' offices for combating domestic
violence, including the supportive
interviewing of victims and the arrest and
consistent prosecution of batterers. As a
result, some areas have slashed their rates
of domestic violence fatalities nearly in half.
If we feminists become more informed,
more insistent, and more attentive to the
prosecution of physical and sexual violence,
it is possible—working together, both inside
and outside—to make the punishment and
the prevention of crimes against women a
real priority.
—"A.T."
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When I put a batterer or sex offender in jail, knowing that the ADA down the hallway would
probably have settled for probation, I can go home feeling very, very good about my day's work.

there was no gun or knife used. The victim and the rapist
knew each other. The victim did not report the rape immediately. The victim is a prostitute. The rape did not involve
"enough force."
To give an idea of what "not enough force" means, I will
tell you of one case that I begged a supervisor to charge as
a felony rape. A 12-year-old girl was changing in her room
and was undressed. Her 16-year-old brother came into the
room. The girl shouted at him to get out, but instead he
pulled down his pants, pushed his sister down, and pinned
her by the arms. As she cried, "No, stop!" and tried to pull
out of his grasp, he had intercourse with her. This 16-yearold had already spent time in a juvenile facility for a violent assault on his younger brother. The rape of his 12-yearold sister was charged as a misdemeanor. When I asked
why, the sex-crimes assistant DA assigned to the case told
me, "It wasn't a rape. There was no force used."
Domestic violence, too, is outrageously underprosecuted. Assaults are automatically taken less seriously if they
are committed by a husband against a wife. One man was
arrested in my county for kicking his wife's face until her
nose was broken, the bones around her eye shattered. She
required multiple surgeries, one side of her face was paralyzed, perhaps permanently, and she was hospitalized for
over a week. The assault was prosecuted as a misdemeanor
because, I was told, there was "no serious injury."

N

OT ALL CRIMES IN MY COUNTY ARE TREATED SO

leniently. Highly visible "quality of life" crimes
like car theft and graffiti are zealously prosecuted,
with generous office resources and meaningful sentences.
There are at least two reasons for this: First is outright
misogyny—the widespread feeling among law-enforcement professionals that crimes in public against property
are "worth more" than crimes in private against women.
(In prosecutor jargon, what a case is "worth" means "What
charge should we go for, and how much work should we
put into it?") Second, women in my county have not yet
forced the DA to see us as a powerful and vocal constituency who insist that crimes of violence against women must
be prosecuted vigorously.

Someday a woman
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Working in this environment is often difficult.
I want to succeed within the office, because I want to get to
a position where I can make some much-needed changes.
At the same time, it is hard to establish good professional
relationships with supervisors who are so hostile to the
needs and rights of women and to me as a female and feminist lawyer. Nevertheless, I do not regret my career choice
for a moment. I urge other feminists to take on the work of
continuing to reform the criminal justice system, working
both inside and outside law-enforcement organizations
(see "Advice From Inside Out," previous page).
Inside a profession like mine, young feminists encounter
a lot of frustrations, but it is extremely important for us to
be a presence there, for many reasons. For one thing, I really can make a difference to the individual cases on which I
work. Young prosecutors have a great deal of discretion in
the handling of the cases assigned to them: deciding which
to plea-bargain and which to try, taking the time to encourage victims and to answer their many questions, and building solid cases against those who abuse women. When I
put a batterer or sex offender in jail, knowing that the ADA
down the hallway would probably have settled for probation, I can go home feeling very, very good about my day's
work.
In addition, a few feminist prosecutors, even at our very
junior level, can work together to start changing the "standard" pleas and sentences for violent misdemeanors. Slowly we can nudge the work of the office in the right direction. In a few years, we will be senior enough to conduct
interviews of job applicants, act as supervisors, and establish office policies. It is important for feminists not only to
enter the law-enforcement system but to stay around long
enough and succeed well enough to have an impact.

T

HE KNOWLEDGE I HAVE GAINED IN A SHORT TIME IN THE

DA's office is invaluable. I've learned a great deal
about how violence against women happens and
who commits it. I've come to understand what law enforcement is failing to do and—even more important—what we
could be doing that would actually and significantly reduce
levels of violence against women. Whenever I do leave this
job and move on to another, I will
take this experience and information with me to use in the service
of the women's movement.
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A FEMALE FORREST GUMP WITH BRAINS
W
OMEN'S MEMOIRS HAVE BEEN LAVISHED UPON US IN

recent years, and the genre, while at times
overwhelming, is nonetheless welcome as endowing
us with long-absent stories of women's lives and
struggles. It is, however, important to note that Patricia Ireland's book, although a first-person
narrative, is not a memoir; one must, therefore,
resist the temptation to
criticize her for failure
in achieving a genre
that, despite some account of her childhood,
she has not attempted.
To judge from the acknowledgments, the
book was written, or at
any rate edited, by a
committee; were this a
memoir, so many consultants would be not
only superfluous but
also distinctly odd.
What must, therefore,
be firmly noted is that
Ireland has written history, and has wisely
chosen to run her acPatricia Ireland (above)
count past many eyes to
assure its objectivity
recounts her ardent leap
and accuracy.

from stewardess to feminist
BY CAROLYN

We are not exactly
deluged with readable
histories of the current
G. HEILBRUN
women's movement; at
the same time, the ignorance of anything that happened before last year seems to have floated quite
outside the consciousness of those born after 1970.1
have team-taught a class in law school where the
women students seemed wonderfully ignorant of the
fact that women had not been approaching 50 percent
of law students until well into the 1980s. We need the
history that Ireland tells, and it is particularly useful

because she had a career that could, for historical
purposes, have been designed by a writer of fiction.
Moving from airline stewardess, which at that time
embodies every possible definition of sexism, to law
student when law schools considered women worthy
only to be stewardesses, to fighter for the Equal
Rights Amendment and leader of NOW, Ireland is a
female Forrest Gump with brains. When we add to
this that she has been pilloried as lesbian—or bisexual, depending on which word struck reporters as
more shocking—we begin to see that what we have
here is a readable history of how life for women in
the United States changed between the years 1967,
when she headed for "the friendly skies," through
the presidency of NOW to the trial of Paul Hill for the
murder of an abortion doctor. Sadly, it's not a role the
female counterpart of Tom Hanks is likely to play.
» ONTEMPLATION OF WHAT WAS EXPECTED OF AIR STEW-

ardesses serves nicely to put the recent gains of
feminism into perspective; it is easier to remember
that blacks could not eat at lunch counters in the
South than how women were belittled as recently as
1970. Ireland recalls the "pimpish" air about interviews with prospective stewardesses; she was probably hired because her particular interviewers liked
women tall and brunette. Constantly reminded that
they were expendable, the Pan Am stewardesses had
their hair cut by the company, and were assured that
in learning how to serve scotch on the rocks and to
make men comfortWHAT WOMEN WANT
able they were
preparing themby Patricia Ireland
selves to be good
(Dutton, $23.95, hardcover)
wives. In their compulsory girdles and three-inch heels, the women were
expected to reassure passengers with their "maternal" presence, although those who gained weight or
became mothers were fired.
Ireland's leap from stewardess to feminist began
with Pan Am's refusing her the same medical benefits
for her husband that male employees received for
their wives. Her anger at this double standard led her
to call the local chapter of NOW; she was advised to

C A R O L Y N C H E I L B R U N is the author of The Education of a Woman: The Life of Gloria Steinem (Bantam),
as well as the Amanda Cross mysteries. She was Avalon Foundation professor in the humanities at Columbia University
and has served as president of the Modern Language Association and vice-president of the Authors Guild.
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call the Department of Labor, since any
company doing federal contract work
was covered by equal-employment laws.
Pan Am, which had scorned her request,
now told her it had been a "misunderstanding." This example is designed to
enlighten the many who claim these
days that feminism has done nothing for
women, as well as to record one of the
many ways feminist illumination descends.

I

RELAND'S DECISION TO GO TO LAW

school was made more in search of rewarding employment than as a stage in
the fight for women's rights. Yet she
soon discovered that law schools, even
in 1972, were within their rights in refusing admission to women because they
were women. At the University of Florida
Law School, where Ireland began her
law education, there was a tradition of
men's loudly shuffling their feet whenever an unknown woman—one assumes
female librarians and cleaning women
were tolerated—entered a room and of
keeping this up until she left. In 1967 a
woman had entered the law library and
had not left. In the male frenzy that ensued, the men did $40,000 worth of damage, but the campus police arrived only
to remove the woman; the men received
no punishments or sanctions of any sort.
Five years later, Ireland encountered,
among many sexist professors, one who
advised his students to choose juries by
looks: "Some of my best dates have
come from my juries."
To follow Ireland's subsequent career—she switched law schools, and
worked for a while for a "white shoe"
firm—is to understand how effective
feminists are formed, and how much can
be accomplished by ardent and wearying political work. Ireland became aware
of battered wives—the term had not yet
entered legal language—and of their
lack of recourse within the law. She
joined NOW, fought for the Equal Rights
Amendment, and explains in this book
the importance of that apparently, upon
hindsight clearly, hopeless fight. The battle for the ERA developed feminist consciousness and grassroots political training for many women who contributed
enormously to all the political gains
made for women in subsequent years.
As an officer in NOW, and eventually
president, Ireland bore the nastiness, the
mean assaults offered by the media and
anti-feminist men and women to any
woman identified with feminism. Still
married to the supportive man for
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whom she had wrangled health insurance from Pan Am, she lived in Washington with a woman. Publicity on this
score was far more interesting to the
media than what she had accomplished
politically: This is the price of feminism
in this country, perhaps everywhere, and
it might as well be recognized.
The penalty for challenging gender
stereotypes is great; it is to Ireland's
credit that she conveys not only the costs
but also the rewards, of which the
friendship of intelligent and courageous
women is perhaps the greatest. It is that
companionship that has both enabled
Ireland to produce this book and her
readers to learn, or to be reminded, of
how far we have come. •

AS IF MOMS
DON'T
KNOW BEANS
THE SIBLING SOCIETY
by Robert Bly
(Addison-Wesley, $25, hardcover)
BY JILL JOHNSTON

men in their plaints and tirades over the
shrinking family, understood as the traditional father-headed nuclear model.
In Iron John Bly hung his social criticism on the armature of an old fairy tale
concerning the deliverance or initiation
of a boy, the son of a king, by a mentor.
The Sibling Society is similarly structured,
but gone is any prescription for change.
Now we have a fairy tale illustrating the
failures inherent in a culture without fathers—that classic story of a single mother alone with her son: Jack and the
Beanstalk. While Jack of course is a great
success in this rags-to-riches story,
killing the Giant he finds at the top of
the beanstalk and stealing his gold, making his mother a wealthy woman, and
living happily ever after with her, Bly
reads Jack's trials as beyond the call for a
boy. Seen in the context of the "history of
family breakup," he says, "we can deduce that Jack's situation, as an unprotected child, is going to be representative
of our children for a long time." A child
like Jack has other disadvantages. He is
unfairly pressed into service as his mother's guardian, invariably failing to
"block intruders," to be "the man of the
house"; and he can no longer expect to
engage in the Oedipal struggle with his
father, a contest long considered the portal to manhood.

One has to ask though whether the
Giant in Jack's story is not a kind of father figure. Bly identifies him simply
with our "archaic, brutal underpinning,"
with our oldest or "reptile" brain. This is
presumably in order to distinguish him
from Jack's real father, who, according to
the 1807 version of the tale that he
quotes, was killed by the Giant when
Jack was three months old. Jack's father
was a good guy, both rich and generous
to the poor. In Bly's view, he stands
clearly for a vanished species.
Another reading, ignored by Bly, of
what happened to Jack's father is suggested both by the story in the 1807 version and by how the story can function
to help account for our changing society.
As an old crone prepares to tell Jack
what really happened to his father, Jack
relates that he had "frequently asked his
mother who his father was, but that she
always burst into tears, and appeared violently agitated...as if there were some
secret connected with his father's history
J I L L | O H N S T O N is author of seven
which she must not disclose." So there
books including Lesbian Nation, Mother
Bound, and Paper Daughter. Her new book was a coverup, later capped by the unlikely explanation, offered by a stranger,
titled Jasper Johns: Privileged
that Jack's father's disappearance was
Information, a critical biography, has just
due to his having been killed by a giant.
been published by Thames and Hudson.

A

NYONE WHO THINKS THE WORLD HAS

gone to hell in a hand basket should
be able to appreciate Robert Bly's The
Sibling Society. His earlier lament for society's "absent father" in Iron John has
given way to a curmudgeonly attack on
youth, or orvwhat he sees as our nation
run by siblings. By siblings, Bly doesn't
mean brothers and sisters, but rather
"half-adults," or adults who "regress toward adolescence; and adolescents
[who]...have no desire to become
adults." And they command a horizontal
or leaderless society.
Bly has come to the curious conclusion
that our centuries-old patriarchy is over.
What we have now is a culture of
"squabbling children," deprived of fathers, moral guidance, respect for elders,
a decent education, good literature, and
increasingly: proper mothering. He joins
some of our most conservative politicians and right-wing Christian spokes-
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Bly's convenient dismissal of patriarchy as an institution of the past, emblematized by the story of Jack, evidently prevents him from seeing that large
numbers of women have, by feminist fiat
or by simple economic opportunity, decided not to put up with the representatives of power in their own homes. Or
conversely, that many of these deputies
of the body politic have decided that
wives or girlfriends who can make it on
their own, challenging a basic figment of
their identity, don't need them around.
For The Sibling Society, Bly boned up
on some feminist history and theory in
an effort to integrate the changing status
of women with his view of how "siblingism" has replaced the "old paternal
society." He appears to agree with mandarin academic Jessica Benjamin, one of
his feminist authorities, that girls like
boys are seeking identification with the
world. And to understand the "splitting"
that a girl can endure in devaluing her
mother while trying to follow her father
into the world, often making her "subvert [her] struggle for independence."
But Bly's support for the liberation of
women is only ostensible; he continues
to see them contradictorily in their traditional roles. His "corrective" tale for
girls—in a Norwegian story called "The
Wild Girl and Her Sister"—involves two
sisters who must undergo magical transformations to make them beautiful
enough to marry a king and his son.
Regressive to the core, Bly's attack on
single motherhood (through his reading
of the Beanstalk story) makes a striking
contribution to the general blitz by
politicians against the woman-headed
family. It should help the cause of keeping single mothers, who may be self-sustaining, without the authority or means
of protection to which their position
should entitle them.
Other new types of families in our
pluralist time may be better recognized
but not for what they are. One of them
features that promising new father—a
nurturer fully involved in his children's
care and welfare. Bly doesn't mention
him, nor the many hybrid or stepfamilies
that exist, nor of course the new lesbian
and gay families. In his sing-along with
the Bunkers' "Those Were the Days," he
misses an opportunity to exhilarate in
the inventions and uncertainties of our
grand metamorphic moment.
His almost mad refrain over the death
of fathers can make him sound suspiciously like the giant father-killer himself. •
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DOES
AMERICA
HATE ITS
CHILDREN?
CITY KIDS, CITY TEACHERS:
Reports from the Front Row
edited by William Ayers and Patricia Ford
(The New Press, $25, hardcover)
THE SCAPEGOAT GENERATION:
America's War on Adolescents
by Mike A. Males
(Common Courage Press, $17.95, paper)
BY ELEANOR I. BADER

E

VER SINCE THE MID-1980'S, WHEN

studies declared that U.S. school
children were faring badly on math and
science tests, the media have been in a
frenzy over the "education crisis." Meanwhile poverty has escalated, city tax
bases have shrunk, and urban educators
have come face-to-face with an unprecedented volume of social and political
problems: from AIDS to crack to homelessness. As a friend who teaches in a
New York City public high school confided, "I feel like I need to be a social
worker, advocate, nurse, doctor, drill
sergeant, priest, lawyer, psychologist,
and friend to all my students."
Two new books depict the bleak land-

only Standard English, or should Black
English be encouraged to flourish as an
ancillary, and equally valid, form of expression? In "The Politics of Teaching Literate Discourse," professor Lisa Delpit of
Georgia State University walks a
tightrope. "Teachers must acknowledge
and validate students' home language
without using it to limit students' potential," she writes. "Students' home discourses are vital to their perception of self
and sense of community connectedness."
On the other hand, Delpit knows that
many leaders in liberation struggles—
Frederick Douglass, Ida B. Wells, Mary
McCloud Bethune, Martin Luther King,
and Malcolm X among them—have effectively utilized the language of mainstream, white culture. In the end, she
states that "racism and oppression must
be fought on as many fronts and in as
many voices as we can muster."
But City Kids, City Teachers goes beyond pedagogical issues and looks at the
material conditions facing American
youth. In the process the book demonstrates how the issues of race and class
obstruct academic achievement. Louanne Johnson, in "Good Morning, Mr.
Chacon," writes of Raul, unable to make
eye contact with a job recruiter because
"I don't look like those white guys." Another contributor, Jay Rehak, writes of
Harry, who enters his Chicago classroom
in midwinter and heads straight for a
seat near the radiator, huddling in a thin
windbreaker and T-shirt because he
lacks warmer clothing.

Organizing for change in the schools must be tied to
broad social movements that support human needs.
So what is to be done? Should the
scape facing America's children, and
both are vital reading for everyone who schools address these types of social
problems or should they confine themis concerned about the future.
City Kids, City Teachers looks at teach- selves to hard-core academic matters
ing and learning in urban America. alone? We have all read about high
Twenty-four essays in three sections school graduates who cannot properly
home in on the politics governing fund- complete a job application, and about
ing and policy making, and focus on the the need for metal detectors in high
largely black and Latino student popula- school entryways. We have been horrition in our urban schools. Contributors, fied by reports on the availability of
including well-known contemporary weapons and drugs in the schoolyard,
theorists and deceased writers such as and fear the heroin-injecting, crimeJames Baldwin and Audre Lorde— spreeing adolescents who are said to
whose essays were penned decades hang out on city street corners. We have
heard Newt Gingrich, Bob Dole, and the
ag0—offer passionate and occasionally
religious and secular right wing rail at
conflicting opinions.
Take the issue of language: Does it female dropouts and "welfare mothers,"
serve African American students to learn who are blamed for everything from
moral decay to illiteracy. And we have
wondered, those of us who are parents
ELEANOR J. BADER is a freelance
in the city, about where to send our own
writer and teacher from Brooklyn, New York.
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One Size Does Not Fit All combines text and art by
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women's issues of body hate. "This visual book
One Size explores the rela- serves as a catalyst for
tions between weight, food,
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from self-contempl—through
nation. A must."
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children to ensure a rudimentary grasp
of the skills that matter.
Part of the problem, writes Bob Peterson, cochair of the National Coalition of
Education Activists, is that schools set
out to achieve three contradictory things:
Boards of education seek to educate
young people physically, mentally, and
socially; to equalize society and provide
opportunities for all; and to reproduce
society's values, structures, and institutions. Reproducing society, he writes, "is
in contradiction with equalizing society.... The problems of schools are directly connected to problems in society. Organizing for change in the schools must
therefore be tied to broad social movements that support human needs."
"We need a national school reconstruction fund to rebuild inner-city
schools and to create a new teacher
corps," Peterson concludes. "To reduce
class size to 18 in grades K to three, to 20

them, and for much the same reasons.
They are not the best acting group in society; neither are they the worst. In light
of the rapidly deteriorating social conditions to which modern youth are subjected, most adolescents act better than we
have a right to expect." Males is
adamant that youth are unfairly scapegoated for social ills promulgated by
adults, and he passionately advocates
that adults take stock of their own behavior before chastising their young.
Nowhere is this more appropriate
than in sexual conduct. "Men aged 20
and older father 2.5 times more babies
among senior high-age girls than do senior high boys, and four times more babies among junior high girls than do junior high boys," Males writes. "If senior
highers and grownups are gung-ho to
stamp out junior high sex, they should
quit having sex with junior high kids."
Surprisingly, given the hype about

Childhood sexual abuse remains the "single biggest predictor"
of teenage pregnancy.
in grades four to eight, and to 25 in
grades nine to twelve, we would need to
build $232 million worth of new schools
and pay $63 million to new teachers."
Sound outrageously expensive? "This is
equivalent to ten hours of spending for
the US military budget," he quips.

kids having kids—or worse, babies having babies—only 8 percent of teenage
births, and only 1 percent of all births
nationwide, are to pairs in which both
partners are legally children, under the
age of 18. "The same health and media
entities who have made the child age of
City Kids, City Teachers provides an in- the mother a cataclysmic headliner have
fectious enthusiasm for educational ex- shown no stomach for similarly featurcellence. While some of the essays are ing the adult age of 80 percent of the famore pointed and salient than others, thers," Males reports.
overall the collection affirms the imporYet there are differences among teens
tance of public education and rebuts the in terms of who gets pregnant. Males
preposterous assumptions that have cites 1994 findings by the Alan
written off most urban youth as unedu- Guttmacher Institute that "of the one in
cable and troublesome. Concrete exam- 10 teens who became pregnant, or
ples of techniques that work are inter- caused a pregnancy, 73 percent were
twined with fiery political expositions, poor. Of the one out of 25 who became
making the book both inspiring and parents, 83 percent were poor." Upscale
practical. According to Ayers and Ford, Marin County, California, for instance,
good teachers encourage their students with the lowest rate of youth poverty
to read not only the word but the world. has the state's lowest teen-pregnancy
It's quite a challenge, this; but the stakes rate. In contrast, predominantly migrant
have never been higher.
Tulare County has the state's highest
youth poverty and, concomitantly, the
highest teen pregnancy rate. "Poverty
N THE SCAPEGOAT GENERATION, AUTHOR
Mike Males deconstructs the popular also correlates with higher birth rates
characterization of American youth as among adults," Males adds. "There is no
out-of-control, drug and alcohol soaked, difference between teenagers and adults,
promiscuous, lazy, and violence-prone. no unique teenage factors such as music
Males, a former youth worker complet- or media or peer pressure or presumed
ing a doctorate in social ecology at the adolescent irrationality at work."
University of California, argues that
What is unique is the fact that childteenagers "are the normal children of hood sexual abuse remains the "single
today's adults. They act in much the biggest predictor" of teenage pregnancy,
same ways as we adults who raised a constant since the mid-1950s. In fact, it
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is a conflation of factors including rape
by adults, poverty, abandonment by parents who fail to pay child support, domestic violence, parental alcoholism and
drug abuse, and child neglect that form
the backdrop for many youth who are
desperately trying to come of age.

children today is neglect due to parental presently spent on America's elders for
drug and alcohol abuse."
youth services. He would end the sysMales also cites the correlation between tem's regressive benefit structure—
sexual assault and substance abuse. A which rewards those who earned higher
1992 study, "Rape in America," revealed salaries while penalizing those who
that "the age at which a girl's first rape earned lower wages—to ensure that
occurred was younger than the age at every elderly person is lifted out of
which she first became intoxicated on al- poverty. He would also deny—the most
HILE POVERTY IS A MAJOR PREDICcohol or used drugs. Serious drinking controversial of his ideas—government
tor of violent behavior, so too is a problems were 12 times higher, and seri- benefits to those retirees whose incomes
history of abuse. According to a study in ous drug abuse problems 25 times higher, exceed a certain, unspecified amount.
Science and cited by Males, "11 percent of in rape victims than in non-victims."
Calling his plan a "New Millennium
US children, some seven million, are vicMales hammers his point with heavy- Deal," Males uses The Scapegoat Generatim every year of a severe violent act, in- handed fury, often repetitiously, but his tion to push for something on the order
cluding being kicked at, bit, punched, book is an eye-opening look at the truth of FDR's program of income supports.
beat up, burned or scalded, and threat- behind the myths about growing up in His rationale is simple: "Deny lots of
ened with a gun or knife inflicted by the 1990s. "If adults don't like the way kids a fair share of society's resources,
their parents." Each year, Males contin- teenagers act, the solution is...to change expect lots of violence. Save money on
ues, 2,000 kids are killed, and 350,000 our behaviors and the conditions in schools, spend more on prisons. Erase
"substantiated sexual abuse and serious which youth are raised," he writes. "The the future of the young, they will return
physical injuries" are inflicted on chil- single biggest imperative is to reduce the favor by erasing our legacy."
dren and young adults by parents and child, teen and young-family poverty."
Sara Mosle, writing in The New Yorker,
caretakers who are, on average, 31 years
To achieve this goal, Males advocates has also said it particularly well: "Maybe
of age. Not surprisingly, "abused chil- a universal income of approximately America, for all its prating about family
dren are several times more likely to be $700 per month for all 70 million chil- values, hates its children. What else can
violent themselves.... The most impor- dren in the U.S. plus "full ride" health explain the cruel abandonment of so
tant predictor of youth behavior is the insurance. To fund such a program, many kids to such wretched circumMales would overhaul Social Security stances?"
behavior of the adults around them."
But aren't kids major users and and reallocate some of the money
What, indeed? •
abusers of everything from demon rum
to wacky weed to heroin? Males says no.
"Teens account for only three percent of
all drug emergencies and just two percent of all drug deaths," he writes. "That
The Re-Imagining Community is, for church women and men, a call
middle-agers are the biggest drug
to renewal. It is an invitation to follow the Spirit of God, to challenge our
abusers is completely at odds with what
historic Christian traditions to vitality and responsiveness,
drug policy makers, drug experts and
the media have told us." The facts bear
to celebrate the power of community.
out Males's contention: 12,000 Americans died from drug overdoses and
chronic drug abuse in 1993. Men, aged
30 to 55, accounted for 7,000 of them.
The culprits: heroin, crack/cocaine, and
Benefits of Membership
medically prescribed substances.
•
Re-Imagining,
our quarterly publication
"While teens and adults were about
equally likely to be arrested (for drugs)
• Discounts for events and classes
in 1960, Males writes that "by 1975 teens
• Help with networking and small groups
were six times more arrest prone." Mak• Access to resource material
ing matters worse, a federal law, passed
• Opportunities to examine faith issues from
last year, mandates that someone selling
femMst/womanist/mtt/mrta perspectives
$225 worth of crack cocaine be given the
same sentence as a person selling $50,000
• Solidarity with people committed to
worth of powdered cocaine. "Most archanging the church
rested for powdered cocaine are older,
white and more affluent," Males writes.
"Ninety six percent of those arrested for
Please join us! For membership information contact:
crack are Black or Latino, primarily in
The Re-Imagining Community, Dept OTI
young age groups."
122 West Franklin Avenue, Room 4A
But despite the blatant disparity in
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404-2470
drug sentencing, "the worst drug problems among youths appear to be coping
(612) 879-8036
with drug abusing adults," he continues.
Visit our Web site at http://home.earthlink.net -mfithian/
"The chief reason for foster placement of
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EVICTIONS
Art and Spatial Politics
Rosalyn Deutsche
"This book is a
landmark in
feminist political
thought as well as
in cultural studies.
Deutsche's cool, lucid criticism
has a passionately truthful force; with
eloquence and exactness, she shows how
conflicts over art, subjectivity and public
space are vitally involved in a struggle for the
future of democracy." — Meaghan Morris,
University of Technology, Sydney
The Graham Foundation/MIT Press Series
in Contemporary Architectural Discourse
400 pp., 56 illus.
$35

SOMEHOW
A PAST
The Autobiography of
Marsden Hartley
Marsden Hartley
'ited by Susan Elizabeth Ryan
"As a writer, Hartley renders his
life and the circumstances of his
work with an often overblown
drama, but it is precisely this
drama that mirrors the physic
mood underlying his character
and, consequently, much of his
art....this book will enrich the
field of early 20th century art
history." — Barbara Haskell,
Curator, Painting and Sculpture,
Whitney Museum of American Art
300 pp., 45 illus. $25
Now in Paperback

THE WAR OF DESIRE
AND TECHNOLOGY AT
THE CLOSE OF THE
MECHANICAL AGE
Allucquere Rosanne Stone
"Stone's book is undeniably sexy....a
book that is simultaneously provocative and infuriating, but never vanilla."
— The Women's Review of Books
224 pp.

$10 paper

Now in Paperback

THE INVENTION OF
j PORNOGRAPHY

N

Obscenity and the Origins of
j j Modernity, 1500-1800
Q edited by Lynn Hunt
0 "Fascinating...a fiercely intelligent
~ and provocative collection."
0
— New York Times
Distributed for Zone Books
412 pp., 49 illus.
$18 paper

UP AGAINST
THE LAW
STILL UNEQUAL: The Shameful Truth
About Women and Justice in America
by Lorraine Dusky
(Crown, $25, hardcover)
BY REBECCA EISENBERC

E

ACH TIME A NEW FEMINIST EXPOSE-

style nonfiction work enters the
mainstream media, I experience a feeling
of excitement over its existence; fury over
the need for its existence. In Still Unequal,
Lorraine Dusky, in almost 500 pages of
statistics and horror stories, establishes
that conditions are such that this book is
unfortunately very necessary.
Published by the same house responsible for Susan Faludi's 1991 Backlash,
Still Unequal challenges a similarly omnipresent social scourge. While Backlash
took aim (and indeed slaughtered) the
pop culture myths that formed the backbone of much mainstream media misogyny, Still Unequal attacks the deeply rooted sexism that pervades the United
States legal system. Dusky systematically wages battle with the system of legal
education (from the curriculum chosen
to the textbooks used to the sex makeup
of the faculty to the divergent treatment
of males and females in the classroom),
the legal profession (with the emphasis
on hypocrisy and harassment in private
practice), and the legal system itself (including sexist judges and the endless
ways in which the sexist laws are enforced in a sexist manner).
The book by necessity is an overview
of a topic so ambitious that it cannot
possibly be treated in full. For that reason, it is hard to fault Dusky fully for not
covering the problems of women in
prison, of prostitutes trapped in the
criminal system, and of women on welfare who cannot afford to access the legal
system. Additionally, although Dusky
does focus on white women who work
in law firms, she nevertheless deserves
credit for acknowledging her limitations,
addressing in some degree the experiences of African American women and
other women of color, and conceding
that one of the reasons her subject is so
REBECCA EISENBERC, anonpracticing attorney, is a writer and reviewer in
San Francisco. Her writings about media,
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culture, and social justice are on the Web at
http://xvww.cyborganic.com/people/rebecca.

unwieldy is that it is, in fact, a problem
of ubiquitous proportions.
Those of us who do not live under a
rock know already that the law is sexist,
lawyers are sexist, and men get away
with all sorts of things that women do
not. We watched the Kennedy rape trial
and the O.J. Simpson Show. And those of
us who participate in the economy notice that most professionals, government
officials, and people who drive expensive cars are usually male and white.
As Dusky suggests, the business of law
depends entirely on the existence of the
very unjust rules and sexist institutions
that were designed to ensure its long life.
If the United States Code (of federal
laws) were suddenly to vanish, or even if
all private-sector lawyers were to disappear, we could have no law industry. The
law perpetuates itself; and lawyers feed
off each other. The law mandates judges
to interpret the law that already exists
and to remain within the predetermined
boundaries. This is their job.
Thus, with a federal constitution that
nowhere mentions that women are equal
to men, with state laws that still protect
male privilege to control and harm a
woman's body, and with a 300-year history of American law that treats women
as no more important than chattel owned
by their fathers or husbands, we should
hardly be surprised that white upperclass women who work in "white shoe"
law firms have trouble making partner.
Dusky is no statistician, and her reliance on numbers may distract predisposed critics from her main point. Those
who want to discredit Dusky will point
to not-technically-correct use of "random" when she means "self-selected,"
her perhaps-too-generous conclusions of
causational relationships when the numbers show nothing beyond a positive
correlation that may or may not be statistically significant, and her sometimes
uncomfortable-sounding comparisons
between racism and sexism. But these
criticisms would be red herrings. What
Dusky is attempting to prove is not easily quantifiable numerically: snide remarks made by judges, brushoffs for
nights out drinking with the guys from
law firm partners, and less-than-glowing
letters of recommendation from professors who are not accustomed to hearing
soprano and alto in the classroom chorus
of baritone and tenor.
These types of experiences and innuendo are best illustrated through narrative, a methodology standard in the
teaching of ethics and laws in many reli-
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gions and flavors of philosophical
thought, from Judaism (as demonstrated
through the Hebrew Bible) to early Confucianism (as demonstrated through the
Mencius), but one that is discounted and
largely blown off as "hysterical postmodernism" by the bulk of the Western
legal powers that be. Thus Dusky's decision to document with numbers whenever she found possible is indeed pragmatic; however, it is also regrettable to
the extent that it distracts focus from the
parts of her book that truly shine—
Dusky's longer and thoroughly researched case histories of particularly
pernicious partners, judges, and professors, as well as her colorful and charismatic historical profiles of inspirational
slave women, suffragists, and female
iconoclasts. Some of the tales she weaves
are infuriating; others inspiring; all of
them convincing—at least to me, because I believe them.
Nonetheless, the conservative and liberal political and academic establishment rarely values or believes personal
narratives—no matter how well researched and presented—over what they
perceive as "cold hard (and thereby ob-

BOOKS

• A slim volume of
spare, elegant prose,
APPROACHING EYE
LEVEL contains Vivian
Cornick's essays on
growing older, living in New York, and remembering the Catskills, as well as portraits
of her friends and acquaintances. There are
too few books by Gornick, so take your time
with this one. It's delicious. (Beacon Press,
18, hardcover).

BRIEF

5

• Hard to read but impossible not to is
WOMEN IN THE TREES: U.S.
WOMEN'S SHORT STORIES ABOUT
BATTERING AND RESISTANCE,
1 8 3 9 - 1 9 9 4 , edited by Susan Koppelman.
Contributions by Kate Chopin, Sonia
Sanchez, Lydia Maria Child, Andrea
Dworkin, Beth Brant, Zora Neale Hurston,
Fannie Hurst, among others. (Beacon Press,
$16, paperbackj.
• If you are a connoisseur of white whine,
you might want to sample RED, WHITE,
AND OH SO BLUE by Mary Kay Blakely, a
book about her "political depression"
brought on by national and world headlines.
If she feels bad, what, one wonders, do the
subjects of those headlines feel—the battered,

jective) facts." And in particular, the ruling class does not value the personal
narratives of people that they do not
value—such as women.

belief systems that were created in order
to maintain their privilege. It is only
when we force them to give it up that
they will do so.
And indeed Dusky's book—with its exRULY, IT IS A TRAVESTY OF JUSTICE
plicit stories of rapist judges, infuriating
and logic that organizations of histories of women who challenged the
groups of numbers, which seem to be system and were punished for doing so,
able to lead to numerous conclusions, and courageous reports of women who
can be valued over the expressed experi- put themselves on the line despite the obence of a real-life person. But again, the stacles they face—may in fact serve as anlaw, the legislature, academics, in- other piece of weaponry in the greater
vestors—they like numbers. And they battle that we must someday fight.
pull the strings.
As Audre Lorde stated eloquently,
Given this dismal state of affairs, Still "The Master's tools will never dismantle
Unequal, unlike its older sister Backlash, the Master's house." Similarly, we candoes not end on a positive note. Instead, not tear down the house of the master
Dusky sighs in conclusion that unless all until we have located and identified his
the people who benefit from the inequali- precise address. And that is why Still
ty—meaning all the white, male, wealthy, Unequal is, sadly, still necessary. •
propertied, married, English-speaking
lawyers, judges, officials, professors,
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led? But this book isn't about thei
it's about how their plight can really spoil
your day. To be fair to Blakely, she isn't a political nincompoop; she knows that "nothing
becomes reality without our consent." But
this is the kind of writing, where the author
becomes subject and the subject becomes
object, that I wish privileged feminism would
give up. (Scribner, $20, hardcover).
• More to the point is TAKE THE RICH
OFF WELFARE by Mark Zepezauer and
Arthur Naiman. This small volume in an
easy-to-carry format contains all the information you'll ever want to know about who
the real welfare kings and queens are. It
puts the Welfare Reform Bill and the pious
intoning from both sides of the debate in
perspective. (Odonian Press [which donates
10 percent of its after-tax income to groups
working for social justice], $9, paperback).
• Now available in paper is Marina Warner's
study of the history and meaning of fairy
tales, FROM THE BEAST TO THE
BLONDE. This is not the first feminist look
at fairy tales, but it may be the most
thorough. Illustrated with classical artworks,
photographs, symbols, and images from
popular culture. (Noonday Press, $16,
lerback).
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SEX, DRUGS,
AND
IGNORANCE
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOCY AND
WOMEN: Sex, Cender and Hormones
by Margarete F. Jesvold, M.D., Uriel
Halbriech, M.D., Jean A. Hamilton, M.D.
(American Psychiatric Press, $69.95,
hardcover)

BY MAHIN HASSIBI

M

EDICAL RESEARCH IS OFTEN BASED

on "received wisdom" about what
subjects are fit for study, wisdom that
usually reflects the viewpoint and prejudices of those in positions of authority.
Since these authorities are mostly men,
of all the stages of women's lives, only
pregnancy and lactation (seen as crucially important to men and to society) have
received special attention from the medical community. An island of knowledge
exists about the ebb and flow of gonadal
hormones before and after ovulation, the
temporary cessation of ovulation with
pregnancy, and its termination around
age 50. But this island is surrounded by
a sea of ignorance about the most basic
facts of women's physiology.
At present, the ways in which
women's reproductive systems affect
their physical and emotional functioning, disease processes, and medical treatment are largely unknown. In fact, the
editors of the well-researched, scholarly
Psychopharmacology and Women: Sex, Gender and Hormones have found surprisingly little scientifically solid information
M A H I N H A S S I B I , M . D . , is clinical
professor of psychiatry at New York Medical
College, New York City.

about the physiology of the reproductive
system in women.
As the editors of this book reveal,
large population studies of many aspects
of reproduction are at best elementary
and at worst nonexistent. For example,
no large-scale survey has been done to
identify the percentage of women suffering from PMS, or "late luteal phase dysphoric disorder" as it is called in the
American Psychiatric Association's
DSM-VI (Diagnostic and Statistical Manu-

al, fourth edition). Nor is it known how
much depression and melancholia are
associated with the cessation of menses.
The overwhelming majority of statements regarding the prevalence, rate,
and severity of psychological problems
among women and their presumed relation to hormones are poorly documented, impressionistic guesses rather than
findings of properly conducted studies.
The neglect extends to the study of the
effectiveness, dosage, or side effects of
medications in women. In general, pregnant and nursing women are asked to
forgo the use of most medications because of their possible adverse effects on
the fetus or nursing infant. This practice
has had the effect of placing women of
childbearing age "outside the domain of
study for drug research."

I

N PRACTICAL TERMS, THAT MEANS THAT

when physicians prescribe medications for women they are guessing about
the dosage, necessary duration of drug
treatment, and interactions between
drug blood levels and hormonal
changes. And their guesses are based on
studies of men. As a result, more than 30
years after introduction of psychotropic
drugs and oral contraceptives, the effects
of estrogen and progesterone on
women's mood, behavior, cognitive
functions, and sexual desire are a matter
of speculation, individual judgment, and
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were taught to think
that girls ain't got no muscles
and should only wear pink
but quite the contrary
dear sister, you know what
I am saying is true
just go ahead feel
my powerful arm
Yes,
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clinical impression—rather than hard
facts. For example, safe dosages of antianxiety drugs in pregnancy have not
been established, despite the fact that
women, including pregnant women, suffer from panic disorder, post-traumatic
stress syndrome, and general anxiety far
more frequently than men do.
With the simpler physiological questions still unexplored, there is no basis
for teasing out the causative factors in
complex psychosocial issues of gender
assignment. For example, according to
some studies, depression in its various
forms (except for the bipolar variety) is
up to two times more common in
women then in men. But the number of
prescriptions for anti-depressants written for women in this country exceeds
this difference by 15 percent.
Unfortunately, there has been a collective reluctance among political activists
to acknowledge the reality of the prevalence of anxiety and depression in
women. Yes, sociopolitical factors, life
events, and gender-related noxious experiences play major parts in the genesis
and maintenance of mood disturbances
among women. But the relief afforded
by medications is for some women the
only way they can function and perhaps
hold on to enough surplus energy to devote to the causes of political movements. Demanding safer, more effective,
gender-appropriate, and less costly
drugs from pharmaceutical companies is
a task that women activists cannot afford
to leave to others—or to ignore.
Addressed to professionals and medical practitioners, Psychopharmacology and
Women: Sex, Gender and Hormones points

out the need for a more careful consideration of dosage, side effects, and flexibility in prescribing psychotropic drugs for
women. The volume's catalog of issues
requiring further investigation may also
prove useful to political activists concerned about the appropriation of research money by National Institutes of
Health and other governmental bodies.
The American women who consume
billions of dollars worth of anti-anxiety
and anti-depressant drugs are in need of
effective representation. Gender-related
information must be required by policymakers and regulators such as the FDA
before the approval of any drug for use
by women. A demand that the pharmaceutical industry provide for the safety
and appropriateness of all drugs for
women, in all phases of women's life
cycle, should be part of the feminist
agenda. •
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dismissed it as a "shrill, obnoxious sit- boozy lunch, the three survivors comcom." But women (who usually read miserate. But when it dawns on them
film reviews more carefully than men that collective self-pity isn't enough,
before spending their hard-earned dol- they decide they want revenge, and tolars on movie tickets) ignored the gether they set out to get it.
naysayers and swarmed the theaters,
If this movie had stopped there—with
giving the film a $19 million opening— the madcap vengeance of three midlife
the biggest September opening ever.
women—it probably would have lost
Smart women! First Wives Club is some-me. I have only so much sympathy for
thing Hollywood hasn't produced since 9 women with access to wealth and propto 5 some 16 years ago: a film exhilarat- erty. Nasty payback exercises alone hold
ingly woman-positive and funny. The little entertainment value—even when
movie is actually better than the Olivia they're leveled against men who richly
Goldsmith novel on which it is based. deserve the worst.
Screenwriter Robert Harling (writer of
But Harling's screenplay takes the
BY KATHI MAIO
Steel Magnolias and writer/director of Thestory a step further than Goldsmith's
Evening Star) toned
novel. Eventually the
~K IV EN ARE REALLY UNCOMFORTABLE WITH
down the passive victhree women realize
lV-L movies about angry women.
timization of the lead
that they need to direct
Oh, I don't mean movies about the characters and instead
their rage toward a positraditional femme fatale. She's a male pumped up the active
tive goal, so they devise
fantasy: a sex machine who acquiesces to situation comedy. With
a scheme that will huher inferior position. She wants money a comedy triumvirate
miliate their exes and
and power but accepts that she can't get like Midler, Hawn, and
separate them from
them for herself. So she spends most of Keaton, (pictured at
dearly loved dollars and
her screen time giving sex to various right) that was a wise
help other women. It's
stooges in the hopes that they'll act upon choice.
brilliant! And their final
the world in her behalf. Then, just when
triumph—just the three
Keaton plays Annie,
it seems like she might get what she a well-to-do doormat,
of them belting out
Leslie Gore's "You Don't
wants, she usually takes a bullet.
deeply in denial over
Own Me" as they dance
No, I mean movies about women who how sleazy her adoff into the night togethhave recognized their oppression and exec hubby (Stephen
er—is sheer magic.
are unwilling to bow down any longer. Collins) is. Annie has
I'd given up hope that
They aren't interested in acquiescence or no trouble accepting
Hollywood would ever
cajolery or seduction. They want out. Or, her feminist daughter
(Jennifer Dundas) who
Comeuppance, see me sometime. make a comedy this satscarier yet, they're ready to fight back.
isfying—for
women,
That kind of thing gives men the hee- comes out to her as a
bie-jeebies—which is why many male lesbian, but Annie can't bear to admit that is. We leave The First Wives Club
feeling absolutely buoyant. Men, on the
critics so bitterly denounced a warm fe- that her marriage is over.
Midler, seriously frumped-down for other hand, oft leave the theater less
male-buddy road picture called Thelma
and Louise a few years back. That is also her role, plays Brenda, a displaced than thrilled. Tough. (Welcome to the
why frightened cries of "male-bashing!" homemaker who has a pubescent son cultural gender gap, boys.)
If First Wives Club accomplishes only
greeted last winter's Waiting to Exhale—a and has trouble making the rent now
film that regrettably kept its multiple fe- that her appliance-king husband (Dan one thing, I hope it's to send a message
male leads obsessed with men and ro- Hedaya) has run off with a free-spend- to the major studios that women "of a
certain age" have box office power.
mance but at least permitted them to feel ing "preschooler."
And Hawn plays Elise, a Hollywood
wrath at their mistreatment.
OT JUST OLDER WOMEN ARE OVERSo I was not at all surprised when actress and plastic-surgery junkie who
looked by Hollywood. Teen women
hasn't
worked
in
over
a
year.
She
taught
men (as critics and audience members)
generally failed to embrace FIRST WIVES her producer-husband (Victor Garber) are also largely ignored—or portrayed as
CLUB. As comedy divas Goldie Hawn, everything he knows about the biz— fashion-plate airheads, as in last year's
Bette Midler, and Diane Keaton romped now he's using that knowledge to Clueless. That's the situation documentheir way through a feminist farce about launch the movie career of the sweet tarian and music video/public service
getting even—and then getting past it— bimbette (played by Showgirls' Elizabeth announcement director Jim McKay
Berkley) he dumped her for. And he's hoped to address when he made his first
women cheered and men grumbled.
feature film, GIRLS TOWN. McKay, who
asking alimony.
The weekend First Wives Club opened,
All three had been best buds in college identifies himself as a feminist, had the
I had fun surfing the Net for the reviews.
but
had lost touch with one another. commitment to give young women a
One guy called it "manure." Another
They are reunited at the funeral of a voice, but he wisely recognized that he
fourth friend (Stockard Charming in an didn't have the experiential knowledge
|
KATHI MAIO is film editor of
unbilled cameo) who took a dive from to pull it off. His solution to this problem
& Sojourner: The Women's Forum
her penthouse apartment when her hus- led to a daring experiment.
% and author of Feminist in the Dark and
First, he cast his movie with women
band left her for a trophy wife. At a
jf Popcorn and Sexual Politics.
'..
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crushed by her pain. At first shocked
that Nikki hadn't confided in them, the
trio soon admit that they, too, have kept
ugly secrets from one another.
Painfully, awkwardly, they break that
ous roles in Zebrahead, Juice, and Dangerous Minds) to screen novice Anna Grace. silence. Only then do they finally lay
Then McKay worked with his perform- claim to their anger—about Nikki, and
ers to transform his story treatment into about the violence and exploitation they
a screenplay, through a series of work- have all experienced in their young lives.
shops over several months. Since the Strengthened by one another, and emwomen's improvisations and feedback boldened by their deepening rage, the
brought a female reality to his original three start acting out in ways that alarm
concept, McKay shares writing credit their mothers and exasperate their
boyfriends. But parental and masculine
with his actors.
Girls Town was shot in two weeks, in approval no longer seem that imporNew Jersey and Queens, on about tant—not compared with this new
$15,000 (funded mostly through power Patti and Angela and Emma feel
McKay's credit cards). It is outspoken, each time they fight back together.
Unlike the comfortably-off divorcees
unpolished, and easily the most realistic
movie ever made about the lives of of First Wives Club, these three teens
don't have the option of working out
young women.
Although the film could not be further their anger in dignified boardrooms and
stylistically from the big-budget farce at fashionable auctions of fine objets
First Wives Club, Girls Town actually has a d'art at Christie's. This is street-corner
similar plot and explores comparable payback—sometimes frightening but
themes. Here, too, three women are equally energizing to watch.
forced to reevaluate their own lives
Because McKay and his cast clearly
when they learn of the suicide of a wanted to empower young women, the
fourth friend.
characters of Girls Town are universally
Patti (Taylor) is a single mother who triumphant in their campaign of retribucan't seem to free herself from the abu- tion. This I was happy to see. Yet since
sive father of her child. She's a poor stu- the rest of the film is so realistic in tone, I
dent but an excellent mechanic. Angela found their almost hassle-free rampage
(Harris) and Emma (Grace) are both col- rather jarringly romantic.
lege-bound. All share certain misgivings
In real life, girls who trash a dateabout what their "adult" lives will be rapist's car might well face distressing
like as they finish their senior year of consequences. When a young woman
high school. And all are shattered by the denounces a guy who sexually harasses
news that their mutual friend Nikki her on the street, he's not all that likely to
(Aunjanue Ellis) has taken her own life.
apologize the next time he sees her. But
They pore over Nikki's purloined so what if Girls Town is a gritty neverdiary for clues to her death—and find never-land? This is the kind of fairy tale
one written in bold, ugly language. we need: a movie that encourages girls
Nikki had recently been raped. She had of all ages not to suffer in silence but to
told no one and had eventually been fight back loudly and proudly. •
ranging in experience from Lili Taylor
(the queen of the indies, with over a
dozen films to her credit) to Brucklin
Harris (a relative newcomer with previ-

HOME
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• I SHOT ANDY
WARHOL Valerie
Solanas, author of
the 5.C.L/.M. (Society for Cutting
Up Men) Manifesto, shot America's most famous artist in
1968. Why? And would her life of abuse,
brilliance, poverty, and madness have turned
out differently had she found a positive political outlet for her rage in the nascent second-wave women's movement? Director/
cowriter Mary Harron doesn't have the answers, but her movie is fascinating. And Lili
Taylor's performance as Valerie is, like all of
her work, absolutely unforgettable.

• WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE
Here's a movie that dramatically illustrates
all those dry sociological studies about how
this culture robs the self-esteem of preteen
girls—and then some. Writer-director Todd
Solondz examines the horrific (yet often hilarious) travails of a geeky girl Dawn Weiner—aka "Weinerdog"—with such dead-on
accuracy that you'll likely experience the terrors of the seventh grade all over again as
you watch. If you wonder how any of us
survived, just keep a close eye on Heather
Matarazzo's marvelous performance as the
persecuted Dawn. This woman-child is indomitably resilient—and holds a secret reserve of rebellion in her heart.
—K.M.
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Hozo to Report What You Learn
Keeping track of the information you
collect and getting it into the right hands
is just as important as obtaining it. First
of all, make sure your organization is
willing to devote sufficient resources to
establishing and maintaining a highquality archive and research operation.
Creating a computerized database is
very helpful, and models are available
from other opposition researchers. (An
excellent Opposition Intelligence Tool
Kit is available from the Pro-Choice Resource Center, 174 E. Boston Post Rd.,
Mamaroneck, NY 10543.)
Review your accumulated information
to attempt to answer these questions:
• What are their funding sources?
Does it undermine the group's reputation to expose them? Can a money trail
be created to be used against anti-choice
legislators who receive funds from nefarious sources? Can their tactics be linked
to other hate groups to discredit them?
• What do you know about the backgrounds of the heads of the organizations? Who are their affiliates? Can their
strategies be linked to an overall movement to dismantle civil-rights gains?
• Your research should eventually tell
you the names of organizations operating
in your area, what type of organization
they are, an estimation of their numbers,
their church affiliation, racial diversity,
their meeting frequency, the ways they
publicize their activities, and what types
of activities they choose to do.
Once you have accumulated this information, you have to decide what to do
with it. Release it to the media? Give to
police? Include in a newsletter? Share
with other pro-choice activists? Share with
other researchers around the country? Assume that the people you watch are also
watching you. These decisions are best
made collectively, with advocates, clinic
staff, and supporters all on the same page.

Rule 6: You don't want to
release information that has

been unverified or is
potentially libelous.
You also don't want to compromise your
sources. But you do want to know just as
much about the folks who harass you as
they know about you.
Now you can start. •
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issues, Goddess lore, feminist spirituality, and Feminist Witchcraft.
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Includes: women's history, news, analysis, reviews, art, photos,
poetry, cartoons by Bulbul, exclusive Interviews, and original
research about witch-hunts, women's heritage, and women today.
Subscription: $15 yr./$27 for 2 yrsV $38 for 3 yrs. (U.S. funds).
Sample copy or back Issue: $4 (U.S. funds).
Microfilm: available in the Alternative Press Collection of University
Microfilms International. Contact: UMI, University Microfilms, Inc.,
300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346.
The Wise Woman •- Timely, Yet Timeless.
THE WISE WOMAN, 2441 Cordova St., Oakland, CA 94602.
OT/

Subscribe now to The Wise Woman, and send In a copy of this ad,
and you will be sent a free gift of matriarchal significance)

Hot So StdtU 7ee* ....and m<one

vSTKAl&HT/

\

m

\NOT/

Dep't. 1, P.O.B. 410, Lincolndale, NY., 10S40
718/998-2305 Fax # 718/292-5643

/

SBN-Black on grey or white

WNT.Wtt THE HAW THAT/CCK YOU.
NOT ANOTHER»ArTEK»WOMAN

T. G. 1. F.
(Thank Goddess I'm Female)
TGIF-Purple on grey

DB-Whlte on purple

100% cotton tees - S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL $13. Add
$ 3 e a . forP&H. NY residents add sales tax . We have
sweatshirts, buttons, magnets and bumperstickers.
Please send for catalog. Thank you.

: New York's elegant sexuality boutique created by women for
^women
and their partners. Discover a world of earthly delights to
/
excite your mind, body and spirit! Send $3 for our 32-page illustrated
catalog to shop in the privacy of your home (deductible from your
first order) or get it free when you present this ad in person.
119 W. 57th St. • Suite 420oi • NY, NY 10019 212-757-8651
Visit us on the Internet: http://www.evesgarden.com

Bouti
que Hours: ^G V @ ' S^^# 50y ^0* "^^ 6
11
»ii«« c ^ 17 7r.m
»"^^" •
Mon-iai I Z - / p m

w e grow pleasurable

Confidentialit

y

Guaranteed.

things for women!

57

C H E S L E R (continuedfrompage 19)

Goddess ]ewclr
silver bronze gold
P.O. Box 389-U Brimfield MA 01010
Catalog Phone/Fax: (413) 245-9484
100 Acres . Pool
Hot Tub • Trails

20 Charming Rooms
Peace & Privacy

A Lesbian Paradise

liighlands I
P.O. Box 118-OT
Bethlehem, NH 03574
(603) 869-3978

SURVIVED
F

I

V

B

BLACK TYP€ & YELLOW SPIRAL
O N WHITE COTTON T - S u m

5 n s : M, L, XL, XXL
rs One* Sao »15 Cwc* Pu« tt£O S*H ro;
LARATIONS OF EMANCIPA
22 P M C f ST. «206 N.Y. NY
(212) 691-0999

FREE CaTALOom

INTRODUCING A NEW KIND
OF FEMINIST FICTION
Where women are the standard
and men the aberration...

Speculative short stones about
what might be,
what can be,
even what can't be
(but would be nice).

Fun to read.

Fun to think about.

ANA TOMY'S DESTINY
by Louise Annschild.
Send $12 to:

Susan B. Publishing
Bx 294C, Oilville, Va 23129

58

fused to work or resume his studies,
even part time. OK: Maybe he really did
want to be a primary caregiver, right?
Wrong. He conceived of his role as that
of my overseer and "helper." Although I
was breast-feeding, I had to return to
work to support us. That meant traveling—and weaning too soon, against my
will. I employed a live-in baby nurse and
a housekeeper. My husband kept them
company. OK: Maybe the man was suffering from postpartum depression;
maybe he couldn't handle the bottomline responsibility for such low-status
"female" work. (I jest.) In 1978, everyone
in our building and all the women in the
park thought the man was a saint whenever he turned up during the day, alone,
for an hour or two, with an infant,
whom he fed, changed, and expertly
calmed. Back then, few white middleclass men did this.
After a year, my husband started having affairs, openly, with girls literally
half my age. OK: He was freaking out. I
loved him, I'd wait until he came to his
senses. Fat chance. My husband moved
out. He began demanding money he
knew I didn't have, perhaps for having
married me or for having provided the
sperm. When he demanded that his
name be put on the deed of any house I
might purchase in the future, I quickly
moved for divorce.
He, in turn, moved for sole custody,
alimony, child support, and all the marital assets on the basis that I was a totally
unfit mother given my firebrand commitment to feminism. In his court papers, my husband also charged that I
was an opium addict. An opium addict?
No more ridiculous than his charge that
I was a well-known lesbian man-hater.
At the time, I was well-known for having remained hopelessly, even "rabidly,"
heterosexual. My husband then threatened to kidnap my son so that I'd never
see him again. I believed him.
In fear, I settled with him privately.
And then he tried to do me out of my
half of that financial agreement. We
ended up in court and in the newspapers
too. Eventually, he walked away with
$40,000, which bought him his chiropractic education. I persuaded the judge
to set aside one seventh of my ex's financial settlement for our son, to be doled
out at the rate of $500 a year for 12 years.
I settled for vague but legally real language about his paying child support "in
the future as best he can."

I know: I could have fought for
stronger language but I was a busy
woman. Like so many mothers, I did not
want to further alienate the father my
son didn't but might yet have if only I
was "nice," demanded nothing. I tried to
persuade my ex to live near us so that
we could have joint custody. "I don't
want to be your baby-sitter," said he.
My ex was soft-spoken, easygoing. It
was years before I understood that his
abandonment of our son was a supremely violent act.
Over the years, my ex-husband saw
our son whenever he wanted to, whenever it was convenient for him. He saw
him every other weekend, overnight, for
nearly three years. (See how good he

For mothers and children,
economic crimes are deadly.
Sooner or later, deprivation
and constant worry about
money will break the spirit
and dull the mind.
was?) True, he'd pick him up two to four
hours late, return him wearing dirty
clothes and wet diapers, his undone
laundry rolled up in a smelly snarl.
Sometimes he'd return him hungry, or
with a fever. I was shocked. Outraged.
This was a father who knew the drill.
Over the years, he did not feel obliged to
meet with our son's teachers, attend
school, sports, or music events, transport
our son to Hebrew School or to doctors
and dentists. He never once invited our
son to join him for any national or religious holidays. No matter what I said, I
could not get this man to take any bottom-line parenting responsibility.
However, after nine years, I was exhausted and desperate for a break. In the
summer of 1987,1 dropped our son off at
his father's for an overnight and took a
brief sabbatical. I called, said he had to
keep our son for awhile, there was no alternative. This arrangement only lasted a
few months, and was incredibly harried
and labor-intensive. (Ex: "You have to be
here to pick him for the weekend by 5
P.M. or I'll leave him on the street; you
haven't given me enough money for his
food; he needs a new pair of sneakers.")
I missed my son more than I prized my
time off from being overwhelmed by single-parenting responsibilities. Happily, I
retrieved him. At the time, I remember
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feeling grateful that my ex "let" me have or later, deprivation and constant worry
Global Exchange,
him back.
about money kills. Lead on the wall,
WILPF, MADRE,
I faithfully invited my ex and his girl- fatty junk foods, dangerous housing, no
& Hermanas
friend-of-the-moment to every one of housing, living from hand to mouth,
invite you to join
our son's birthday parties. He often breaks the spirit and dulls the mind. Too
a special
came late, and left early, but at least he much worry for too long, overwork, no
women's delegation
came. I refused to risk even this little by paid work, the absence of hope, kills.
to CUBA
turning to the courts.
Slow killing does not make the evening
Sister to Sister
When my ex opened a second office, news: not dramatic enough, too ordiDe Hermana a Hermana
remarried, and had a second child, even nary, the plight of the poor is
I had to realize that the man had moved boring/their fault/not our problem. ImDecember 27,1996 - January 5,1997
on and was not taking our son along for poverished American women and chilIt's time to break the dangerous Cold War mentality that
the ride. Still, I figured: The man had to dren are our "untouchables," our nationstill permeates US-Cuba relations. We believe that
women should take the lead in this endeavor...
grow up someday, he's not all bad. In al shame.
GLOBAL
EXCHANGE
1992, after years of begging, I'd finally
My son—not our son—is 18 and a half
415-255-7296; Fax 415-255-7498; eml: globalexch@igcapc.org
persuaded him to start contributing half now and has just begun college. What
to our son's tuition at a private school. happened—and continues to happen to
True: That left me also paying the other me as a mother—happens to most dihalf and all the mounting costs of child vorced women, whether they are femisupport myself, but hey, I wanted a nists or not. Until now, I have kept silent.
child, right?
I hereby add my name to the long, exEventually, our son grew reluctant to ceedingly honorable roster of women
visit his father overnight. He said that who are bringing children up alone,
his dad went out to parties with his wife under siege, in poverty far more boneJoin us in search of ancient mysteries.
on the nights he was there, refused to crushing than my own.
Transform the way you feel about women, yourself.
spend time alone with him, give him a
Most women are used to fighting for
closet or a shelf of his own. Once a half- others, not for themselves. Me too. This,
Goddess Pilgrimage Tours
brother was born, my son was told he finally, is a fight for my own rights, for
1306 Crestview Dr • Blacksburg, VA 24060
had to sleep on the couch and help the tangible, not symbolic justice. •
Phone/Fax: 540-951-3070
baby-sitters take care of his half-brother.
Whenever my ex would slip his firstborn
a five- or a ten-dollar bill, our son
claimed that his father's wife would
" Controversial paradigm-challenging
burst into tears, argue, retreat to her bedutterly
engrossing"
room, or storm out of the apartment.
When I became ill, I asked my ex to
A compelling and intimate portrait of how
allow our then-13-year-old son to stay
with him for one summer month until I
the contemporary Goddess movement
could figure out what was wrong with
impacts women's lives today. The film covers
me. He said, "No, it wasn't convenient."
the emotionally moving experiences of
The only thing left to fight for, both for
women
attending a three-day Austin-based
myself and my son, was money. There
workshop taught by author and feminist
was nothing left to lose.
I was wrong. In 1992, when I turned to
witch Zsuzsanna Budapest, often called the
the courts, my ex stopped seeing our son
"founding mother" of the women's
almost entirely. He made dates, then canspirituality movement.
celed them at the last minute; sometimes
he simply stood him up. He saw our son
A documentary
To Order send check to:
for an hour or two at most and, accordby Peg Jordan
Women's Spirituality Forum
ing to our son, spent most of that time
P. O. Box 11363
haranguing him about the child-support
Oakland, CA 94611
lawsuit.
Most women are facing far more hardship than I am. A violent father can do
To order with
more to destroy a mother and child than
Visa or Mastercard
economically impoverish them. He can
Call: (510)444-7724
also beat, rape, kidnap, brainwash, or
kill them. Most mothers consider themVideo:
selves lucky if all that happens is that
Shipping & Handling:
they "go under" economically, learn to
live on the edge for the rest of their lives.
Total $34.95
However, economic crimes against
mothers and children are deadly. Sooner
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You have probably seen her somewhere before, this
ancient, faceless woman. She is only inches high,
carved from stone, bone, or ivory. She stands inside
a glass museum case, her sisters in antiquity arrayed nearby. Nearly all these figurines are oddly
proportioned: They're obese, large-breasted, with
huge buttocks and short legs. Why? The official museum explanation is that these are "Stone-Age
Venus" statuettes, created during the Paleolithic era
as magical symbols of fertility. The statuettes' exaggerated secondary sex characteristics are said to refleet ancient man's preoccupation with procreation.
This androcentric explanation may be wrong, say
anthropologists Catherine Hodge McCoid and
LeRoy D. McDermott. In a recent issue of American
Anthropologist, they suggest these statuettes were
actually carved by women, for women, as part of a
larger effort to "improve their understanding of re-

production and thereby reduce infant and maternal
mortality." At a time, they believe, when the population in ancient Europe was exploding (circa
21,000-27,000 B.C.E.), women sculpted their own
pregnant bodies to document obstetrical progress.
By showing well-known female statuettes from
the Upper Paleolithic era alongside photographs of
pregnant women standing naked—taken from the
point of view of the woman herself—McDermott,
associate professor of art at Central Missouri State
University, demonstrates that the way a pregnant
woman of today sees her own body is virtually
identical to the way the Paleolithic woman saw
hers. In a flash, we get a whole new take on ancient
art and the psychology of women.
Who knows what other new paradigms await us
as we gradually, and painstakingly, recover the hidden history of womankind? •
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