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A large proportion of wo m e n in psychiatric and other institutions
| [ ] |
have hurmwingh ISto " es of I HGESI
and childhood sexu a I a bu s e m [t is probably
| | | |
why they are I n St It“tl 0 n a I IZEd m Presumably,
n
they are safe. B Ut Wh at If the staff of the very place
charged with your care, rep e atEd the same
sexu a I assa u Its vou experienced as a child.
" " .
What if you had to 00 ntl n u e I IVI ng in the same small confined space as
your rapist, in co nSta nt fear Of tUtu re
assa u Its....‘!.h. [riends, there is little “asylum” in America.
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Not My Kind of Party

Judith Withesow's article, "Don't Biame 0Me, 1 Voted for MyselfT
[Fall 1997] was right on target. It was a pleasars to read such clear
and plain-spoken truthe Those of us who voted for Bill Clinton
ghare respongibility for allowing him to conbinue fo pursue his
regressive policies, no matter what the alternatives were, Moybe
et time Ma. Witherow will pablicize her campaign so we can all
vobe for her

Dan Friedman — Takoma Park, M}

I bved Judith Witheres's articke, “Don't Bleme Me, [ Vated for
Mypself?” [Fall 1997). She verhalized whot so many of us are feeling
Ball Clindom, for all his intelligence, empathy, and heart, has Gailed
ug. He's Like a man who dumps his gidfeiend teenty miles oot of
o, tedls ber to walk hose, and then has the audacity to say, “Bat
't forget, Tl abways bove you" Talk i dheap, and for the moat. part
both Republicans and Democrats have stopped even talking about
the izaues that affect those of us who aren't wealthy, middle-class, or
white men.

People of color, feminists, unioni=ts, and lew-income citizens
st unite to make our voices heard. We demand better than what
the Hepublicans and the Democrats are offering. Tom Wicker, in his
msmpghtful baok Tragie Foilire, suggests that o thind party might be
necessary. [ agree. And [ don't mean the Ross Perot kind; Twant and
nessd the Judith Witherow kind.

Jesse Winter - Seattls, WA

Our Right to Make the Wrong Cholee

I an sarpeized that a faminiat, dass-sonatbous magazinge sweh sa On
The Jasues would print the classist, sedf-abearbed piecs by Kristin Bair
PTalte No Prisoners: My Right to Legal Abortion™ Fall 1997). Bair
seems b suggest that because she has degrees and muscles, listens to
jarz and eats Thad food, her e = more valiable than the lives of
those wha shop at Sears and live in kw-income suburbs with sscond-
hand furmiture,

I'd hate to mmagme what anti-cheice protesbers wiald do with
this articke. I'm glad that Buir had amess to legal abortion. But as she
ranked thirty-second in her class, she should heve hed the sense to
take advantage of the birth control that was widely evalable in the
early 1980s, Abortions mey be necessery to prevent women from
bevoming parents before they are ready for such a responsibility, but
thay should nok be justified as 8 means for women like Bair to become
cultured, meditate, and wear sexy dresses

Liza Feldman — Alhary; MY
Animal Rights and Wrongs
I ammy =0 thrilled to see cmverage of the plight of companion anirmals in
a magazine devoted to womyn's issues [Animals Escaping Domestic
winter 1998 - 4

E-mail: anisswesBechonyemom

Violence® by Patricia Murphy, Fall 1957]. The link between cruslty to
animals and croel treatment. of humans is docomented caly sporadi-
eally, yet every bit of printed information on this crucial subject &= e
step closer to prevertion, T firet learmed of the connection severnl vears
agy, reading articles on the link betwean chilthood cruelty to amimals
and subsequent abusive adult behavior 1 am glad to see the bopic now
being covered in faminist iterature as well. The tools needed to stop
emotional and physical wioleno: towands waongm are many, and edu-
cation is ane of the most. vital Thanks for providing it
Mary Chifford — Roanolee, VA

I was delighted to read Potricda Murphys “Animals Escaping
Domestic Yickenee. For several years, Faminists. for Animal Rights
have been helpmg to start foster care programs for the samals of
battered women while the women are in 8 sheltes, We have (ssued o
pamphdet about how & start o foster came program in a sommunity
O course, one of the things that 15 necessary s for ghelters to mdude
questions about mmpanion animals i their intake questinnaims
“Are there any pets ot home™ “Has your partner ever threatened or
injared i pet™ ‘Do any pets need shelter while you recerve shelber™.

My own artiche on the subgect, “Weanan-Battering and Harm to
Animals” appesars in the antholagy Anmiole ord Women: Feminist
Thearstical Explorntions (Darham: Dake Unoversity Press 1995,
Deenestic violence practior hos traditionally dassfied “destnsction of
peta” alang with destroction of praperty as 8 singhe type of batiering.
Inn this article, T explain why destruction of propecty and injury to{or
execution of) a ped must be seen a5 separate forme of battering.
Muoregves, harm te animalks exposes the deliberateness of battering.
Batterers often daim they “Jost control” to explain their violeot
er: are violent towand animaks demonstrate their extreme contral:
they often make preparations, stretch oat the animals” suffering,
hevul the children in to witaess the injuring of an animal, and in other
ways exercige dalibarate contral,

Further infirmatioe is available by writing to Feminists for
Arimal Rights, PO Bax 16425, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 A videotape
about battering and harm to animals hee been created by Don
Jennings. For move information, write him at 422 East King Street,
King, NC 27021,

Thank wyou for all the timely articles that apgpear in COn The
Tasues,
Carol J Adams - Richardzon, TX

On The Isaues welcomes betbers and eongiders them for publication in
the magazine and on its website, unless otherwise specified. Letters
may be edited for elarity and space. Send to On The Tesues, Merle
Hoffman Enterprises, Ltd, 857-77 Quoens Bhd., Forest, Hills, NY
11374-3317, or amadl to onissws@echonye.com



on the issues

I used to celeberate it differently—very differenthy.

[ resrwernber one January in partioular m New York City
Bryant Park In the midst of the blinding s and howlng winds
of what the papers termed “the worst blizzand of the decade” I was
part af & band of dedicated pro-choice activists who were passion-
ately celebrating the anniversary of Roe w Wade—and just a5 pas-
eionately attacking those who opposed it. Despite, o perhaps
because of the freeming temperatures, oy blood wis up, T knew the
battle was joined, the troops were marshaled, and 1 was feeling
nothing but franscendent.

Years ago oo another anniversary, I debated Nellie Gray, the
crganizer of the anmual anti-abortion march on Washington, She
was emall, sinewy and angre

Shie tald mw that we were o modern version of the Lineoln-
Douglass debates, [ smiled in vecognition antil T realized that she
wag poettioning me az Douglass, “We'll stop our attacks when you
put down your knives and stop the killing” she told me, “And wour
vigion of woemen’s robes would be to batcher themn with illegal abor-
tiona or turn them into baby-malking slaves” [ veplied.

Post anniversaris were like that—olledtive, powerfil,
mieaningful, engaged.

New, s the antis plan their Jamaary 22 march, complete
with mini-caskets for the “murdered unborn,” I recenve invitations
to pro-chiice auctions and black te gala benefits—cards with hour-
glasses in the shape of & woman's body reminding me that “the
Tirms 5 Now™—glittering messages from the glitterat], thonsands of
rriles away from the streets amd the battles.

Same say that ane cnly remembers  Celebrating Ros in
the lagt memory of & thing—as if the rea]l  “the worst blizzard
event becomes transfgured, altered as the ~ of the decade.”
present shuts out froch of the pest. Unlike
most anniverseries, which are composites of shared memory and
ritual, Foe i a Rorschach writ large—a mass of peroeplions codified
by leow that we share with our enermoes

[ v grrowem up wiith and outgrown “abortion the issue” as
it is played every vear in stereotype and soundbite. I8 it “a woman’s
right to choose," or is it killing? The arguments change sfightly, if at.
all The answer to this philasophical challenge is within the realpoli-
tik of each wotnan's heart.

Was there really a 1ife befire shortion and sbortion palitics,
bafiwe helding the hands of women in pain and expeciation, and
why am | still writing sbout it so many years later?

I thee Sprimgg of 1971, when [ wias 26 vears od, aborton had
been begal in New York State for almost one year. It would be anoth-
er two before the Suprems Court would legalize abortion national-
Iy im Foe 2 Wancle.

27 Years,
but Who's Counting?
In the begin. Thoughts on yet another
ning [ was not political. Roe v Wade
I became political by
when I counseled my Mede Hoffman

first patient. Like so

many gthers, she came from New Jerssy bocanse abortion was still
ilbesgad i theat state. She wes 24 years old—white, marrid, terrified
I don't remember her name or a word of what passed between us
It wias strangely irredevant, | do resmber that her hand stayed in
mine the ntire dme she was with me, throoghout

heer abortson. Hers was the first of

thousands of =

hands [ have held—
and ber lifee the first thet, touches] mone in
that profound and imtimate way.

Sirmome: de Besunir hos writhen that. the “representation of
the warkd like the workd itself is the worlk of men. They describe it
from their ewn point of view, which they confise with abecbute
truth”

When I founded Chaioes 27 years ago, women's health as a
discipline, s & practice and a vision, simplhy did not exist. Legal
abartzon brought wemen's health care out of the closst, radicalized
thie status of wimen in socieby and revobutionzed their rlationshap
with the health care establishment.

Tt was a heady time—a brave mew world where ome
wiman's umque it collective experienee of an unplanned and
unwanted pregnancy intersected with 2 new ferindst politic of free-
don and responsibility We inhabsted o place where we made
wimen's livess matter; & time when fetniniam resonated with risk
and spolee to struggle rather than privilage. There were sp many
fiysts.

5 - on the issucs
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For the first time, women were in contral of patient, referrals
and elinies, while physidans were brought down from their godlike
pedestaks to funciom as emplovess of woemnen-oaresd and feminist-
before legalization (the National Right to Life Committes was
founded in 19690, patients often had to run a
ganaritlet, of shose from dernonstratons just as
they do now Counseling sessions were done

the risk of their lives, serve the women who com fior abortions, and

the activists and theorists who shape national political pro-choice

strategy. “Doing” abortions instead of fighting for the right to have

them was shways considered the dirty end of the business, but now

that, elitist negativity has spilled over into prejudicial judgments
about: having them.

For women tobe considered “good” abar-

tiom petients they have to be hard cases, La vie-

by young feminist activists trained in For the first time, tims. They didn' choose sex; it happenad o
waomen's health; issues of seamlity, religion, them—abortion only in cases of rape and incest.
Jove, pevchinlogry, and death sugrnented tech- wome “m' The current. intense debate over so-called par-
nical medical explanations of the procedure. n n tial birth ahortions i= the epitome of this think-
As a result, the traditional medical bifirca- ing Pregident Clinton was quoted in The New
on of mindbody was imgloded by opers-  COMNO| OF pAtIOM 1 Times ae saying that whille be opposed
tionally integrating politics, peychology and late-term abortions, he couldn’t deny them to
clinical treatrment. mwmim, t]ml:‘amal]grwpufwhh'ﬂgl:dmmﬂ
In those early days I treated mamy staness who nesd an abortion performed st a
women whose unwanted pregnancies 5w late stage of pregnancy to avers death or serous
temmed from their visimization by the  WINIE PHYSICIANS 5 et veto the bl that i
-medical estehlishment, what 1 termed “mto- have banned them.
ﬁmmvwm@mm were brought down - mmﬂ.ﬁ ﬂ*ﬂﬂﬁnﬂ;mhhal
medical system’s ignoranoe, masmior- ing of abortion patients has resulted in the con-
mation or withholding of sccurate ndorma- H = tinuing disengagement. of millions of warmen
ton. Pregnancies cavsed by physician arro- mm' wlm from both abortion providers and abortion poli-
gance:“] give all my patients the pll:"*] never tics and foomed a massve “reluctant cone
refit. my womens disphragms;” “My doctar mm stituency” A constituency of 30 million women
didn't tell me to use anything else for birth who have had abortions since kegalization bat
controd wihen [ went off the pill.” mnmnm whi remain equivecal and removed from the
I realized then that women patients strugele to retain that rght for the millns of
corstituted an oppressed class in relationship others who will pome after them, Their mantra
o their physicians, And understanding that Blﬂllmllf is the classic “Rape Inoest or Me" position.
power conpedes nothing without demand, | We pre losmg the old warhorse abor-
Clace, wtid fage e i bt OO A i
=
rights that included informed consent to . gal abortions. No ore under forty remembers
treatrment, second opingons, and soniss to fﬂll.lﬁ-l'llll m'“ the: déys of terror, shame, and extreme pesson-
alternative systems On the other hand, al risk of those desperate pre-Roe searches for
patients were msponsible for engnging hon- centers. an abortan you could survive, Instead, we hive

eatly and directly with providers and educat-
ing themsaelves about their own bidies

Those nascent feminist ideals have
gty been incorporsted and diffused through moch of medarm
medicine—fom sensitvity training for doctors i medical achools,
to the inorporation of interdsciplimary edueational and helistic
comeepts of healing in general medical practice, to the development
of woemem's health care 55 a separate medical specialty:

But what's been Jost in the vears sinoe Roe, if it ever really
exigted, i any authentic link beéween the providers whi, aften at

winter 1B - &

the negative and ambivalent attinudes of pro-
ehwioe “supparters” wanting to be “god girls”
whiv argue that the abortion “jsswe”™ has
hijsckeed the women's movernent. Why, they ask, must we spand =0
much time defending & right that wes won in 1575 Why must we
argae the sami old polemics, strategise the same defensive moves?
Wonaldn't our energies be better spent setting » broader social agen-
da that addresses issues of economic equity, raciam, welfure?
Why? Bexausas we are in 2 veal war with real casualtiss.
Becausa doctors and health care workers are shot dead in






